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Figure 23. Geologic and geomorphologic map of THST, Maryland. 
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Recommendations 
1) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff to increase their 

awareness and understanding about the scientific, historic and geologic heritage significance of 
geologic stratotypes (type sections/localities/areas, reference sections, lithodemes). Stratotypes 
represent unique geologic exposures and should be considered extremely important to protect for 
the advancement of the scientific community for future generations. 

2) Once the NCBN Geologic Type Section Inventory report is finalized, the NPS Geologic 
Resources Division should schedule a briefing for NCBN staff and respective network parks. 

3) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff to ensure they 
are aware of the location of stratotypes in park areas. This information would be important to 
ensure that proposed park activities or development would not adversely impact the stability and 
condition of these geologic exposures. Preservation of stratotypes should not limit availability for 
future scientific research but help safeguard these exposures from infrastructure development. 

4) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff, the U.S. 
Geological Survey, state geological surveys, academic geologists, and other partners to formally 
assess potential new stratotypes as to their significance (international, national, or statewide), 
based on lithology, stratigraphy, fossils, or notable features using procedural code outlined by the 
North American Commission on Stratigraphic Nomenclature. 

5) From the assessment in (4), NPS staff should focus on registering new stratotypes at State and 
Local government levels where current legislation allows, followed by a focus on registering at 
Federal and State levels where current legislation allows. 

6) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff to compile and 
update a central inventory of all designated stratotypes and potential future nominations. 

7) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should ensure the park-specific Geologic Type Section 
Inventory Reports are widely distributed and available online. 

8) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff to regularly 
monitor geologic type sections to identify any threats or impacts to these geologic heritage 
features in parks. 

9) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff to obtain good 
photographs of each geologic type section within the parks. In some cases, where there may be 
active geologic processes (rockfalls, landslides, coastal erosion, etc.), the use of photogrammetry 
may be considered for monitoring of geologic type sections. GPS locations should also be 
recorded and kept in a database when the photographs are taken. 

10) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff to consider the 
collection and curation of geologic/petrologic samples collected from type sections within 
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respective NPS areas. Samples collected from type section exposures can be useful as reference 
specimens to support future studies, especially where stratotypes may be lost through natural 
processes or human activities. 

11) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff to utilize 
selected robust internationally and nationally significant type sections as formal 
teaching/education sites and for geotourism so that the importance of the national and 
international assets are more widely (and publicly) known, using information boards and 
walkways. 

12) The NPS Geologic Resources Division should work with park and network staff in developing 
conservation protocols of significant type sections, either by appropriate fencing, walkways, and 
information boards or other means (e.g., phone apps). 
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