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A D M IN IS T R A T IO N
G e o rg e  R o g e rs  C la rk  N a tio n a l H is to r ic a l P a rk  is 
a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  N a tio n a l P a rk  S e rv ice , U.S. 
D e p a rtm e n t o f  th e  In te r io r .  A p a rk  m anage r, 
w h o s e  a d d re ss  is V in ce n n e s , IN  4 7 5 9 1 , is in  im -
m e d ia te  ch a rg e .

As th e  N a tio n 's  p r in c ip a l c o n s e rv a t io n  a g ency , th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f th e  In te r io r  has ba s ic  re s p o n s ib ili-
t ie s  to  p ro te c t  a n d  c o n s e rv e  o u r  la n d  a n d  w a te r, 
e n e rg y  a n d  m in e ra ls , f is h  and  w ild l i fe ,  p a rk  and  
re c re a tio n  a reas , and  fo r  th e  w is e  use o f  a ll th o s e  
re so u rce s . T he  D e p a rtm e n t a lso  has a m a jo r  
re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  A m e ric a n  In d ia n  re s e rv a tio n  
c o m m u n it ie s  and  f o r  p e o p le  w h o  liv e  in  Is land  
T e r r ito r ie s  u n d e r U.S. a d m in is tra tio n .
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The  G e o rg e  R oge rs  C la rk  M e m o r ia l, on  th e  s ite  
o f  o ld  F o r t S a c k v ille  in  V in ce n n e s , Ind ., co m m e m o -
ra te s  th e  G e o rg e  R o g e rs  C la rk  e x p e d it io n  o f  1778- 
79  and  its  d e c is iv e  co n se q u e n ce s  on  th e  w in n in g  
o f  th e  O ld  N o r th w e s t. N e a r th e  m e m o ria l th e  w h ite - 
s p ire d  S t. F ra n c is  X a v ie r  C h u rc h  is  a p ro m in e n t 
re m in d e r  o f  F re n ch  C a th o lic  re lig io u s  ro o ts  th a t 
w e re  as im p o r ta n t  to  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  th e  A m e ri-
can  N a tio n  as th e  P ro te s ta n t e n e rg ie s  b eh ind  
E ng lish  e xp a ns ion  a c ro ss  th e  A p p a la c h ia n s . A t 
th e  o th e r  end o f  to w n ,  th e  T e r r ito r ia l C a p ito l and 
G o v e rn o r 's  H ouse , and  th e  P r in t in g  O ffic e , w h e re  
n e w sp a p e rs  w e re  p r in te d  as e a rly  as 1 8 0 4 , sym -
b o liz e  th e  p o lit ic a l and  c u ltu ra l fo rc e s  w h ic h  w o ve  
to g e th e r  th e  E n g lish  and  F re n ch  c o lo n ia l s tra n d s  
o f  th e  O ld  N o r th w e s t in to  a n e w  A m e ric a n  d e m o -
c ra t ic  fa b r ic .

T H E  M E M O R IA L
A rc h ite c ts  fo r  th e  C la rk  M e m o r ia l w e re  H iro n s  
&  M e llo r  o f  N ew  Y o rk ; th e  g ro u n d s  w e re  la n d -
sca p e d  b y  B e n n e t, P a rsons  &  F ro s t o f  C h icago . 
T he  m u ra ls  in s id e  th e  m e m o ria l w e re  p a in te d  by 
Ezra W in te r ,  and  H e rm o n  A . M a c N e il s c u lp tu re d  
th e  b ro n z e  s ta tu e  o f  C la rk . T he  m e m o ria l w as 
d e d ic a te d  b y  P re s id e n t F ra n k lin  D e la n o  R o o se ve lt 
in  1 936  and  becam e  a u n it  o f  th e  In d ia n a  D e p a rt-
m e n t o f  C o n s e rv a tio n  fo u r  y e a rs  la te r. In 1 966  
C o n g re ss  m ade  th e  m e m o ria l a p a r t  o f  th e  Na-
t io n a l Park S ys tem .

A B O U T  YO U R  V IS IT
T he e n tra n c e  to  th e  p a rk  is on  S e co n d  S tre e t, 
s o u th  o f  U .S. 50 . T he  p a rk  p re s e rv e s  th e  s ite  o f 
F o r t S a c k v ille , th e  a p p ro a c h e s  to  th e  A b ra h a m  
L in c o ln  M e m o r ia l B r id g e , and  th e  B u ffa lo  T race  
c ro s s in g  o f  th e  W a b a sh  R ive r in to  I ll in o is . O th e r 
s ite s  in th e  V in ce n n e s  a rea a lso  il lu s t ra te  th e  un -
fo ld in g  o f  th e  O ld  N o r th w e s t s to ry .  In s u m m e r, a 
"T ra ilb la z e r"  t r a in  o p e ra te d  b y  V in ce n n e s  U n i-
v e rs ity ,  to u rs  th e  s ite s  sh o w n  on  th e  m ap.

FOR YO U R  S A F E T Y
Please do  n o t w a lk  on th e  se a w a ll and  do  n o t ru n  
on  th e  s te p s  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  m e m o ria l.



D u rin g  th e  o p e n in g  ye a rs  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  R e vo lu -
t io n ,  th e  B r it is h  d o m in a te d  th e  O ld  N o r th w e s t 
(p re se n t-d a y  O h io , In d ia n a , I ll in o is , M ic h ig a n , and 
W is c o n s in ) f ro m  th e ir  m il i ta ry  p o s t a t D e tro it .  A l-
re a d y  a n g e re d  a t th e  w h ite  m an 's  in tru s io n  in to  
th e ir  lan d s , th e  In d ia n s  a llie d  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  th e  
re d c o a ts  and  d e v a s ta te d  f r o n t ie r  s e tt le m e n ts .

In 1 7 7 7 , th e  A m e ric a n s  fo u n d  a m an w h o  w o u ld  
end B r ita in 's  d o m in a n c e  o f  th e  re g io n . G e o rge  
R oge rs  C la rk , a f ie r y  y o u n g  V irg in ia n , d e c id e d  th a t 
In d ia n  a tta c k s  c o u ld  b es t be e n d ed  by s tr ik in g  
a g a in s t th e  B r it is h  p o s ts  n o r th  o f  th e  O h io . D u r in g  
th e  w in te r  o f  1 7 7 7 -7 8 , C la rk  p e rsu a d e d  Gov. 
P a tr ic k  H e n ry  and  th e  V irg in ia  le g is la tu re  to  au-
th o r iz e  an e x p e d itio n  a g a in s t th e  v illa g e s  o f  Kas- 
ka sk ia , C a hok ia , and  V in ce n n e s . He b e lie ve d  th a t  
th e  F re n ch  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th o s e  v illa g e s  w o u ld  aid 
h is cause ; th e  V irg in ia  a u th o r it ie s  e xp e c te d  th a t  
th e  e x p e d it io n  w o u ld  b o ls te r  th e ir  S ta te 's  c la im  
to  th e  N o r th w e s t.

C la rk  re c e iv e d  a c o m m is s io n  as a lie u te n a n t 
c o lo n e l in  th e  V irg in ia  m ilit ia ,  an a u th o r iz a t io n  to  
ra ise  3 5 0  m en , a n d  p e rm is s io n  to  sp e n d  a b o u t 
$ 6 ,0 0 0  fo r  su p p lie s  and a m m u n it io n . He a lso  re -
ce ive d  tw o  se ts  o f  o rd e rs . T he  p u b lic  d ire c t io n s  
o rd e re d  h im  to  d e fe n d  K e n tu c k y ; th e  s e c re t in -
s tru c t io n s  o rd e re d  h im  to  a tta c k  K askask ia , and 
i f  p o ss ib le , D e tro it .

In th e  s p r in g  o f  1 7 7 8 , C la rk  g a th e re d  h is m en and 
s u p p lie s  in  w e s te rn  P e n n sy lva n ia , and  b o a te d

d o w n  th e  O h io  R ive r to  C o rn  Is land , o p p o s ite  
p re s e n t-d a y  L o u is v ille . O n th e  is la n d  he d r i l le d  his 
v o lu n te e r  In d ia n  f ig h te rs  in th e  bas ics  o f  m ilita ry  
d is c ip lin e  and  o rg a n iz a tio n .

L a te  in  Ju n e  th e  sm a ll a rm y  aga in  c a s t o ff .  H id in g  
th e ir  b o a ts  n e a r F o rt M assa c , C la rk  and  h is  c o lu m n  
m a rc h e d  o v e rla n d  a c ro s s  s o u th w e s te rn  I ll in o is  
to  a v o id  d is c o v e ry  a lo n g  th e  eas ie r r iv e r  ro u te . 
T h e ir  f in a l a p p ro a c h  to  K askask ia  w as  m ade  at 
dusk  on J u ly  4. D iv id in g  h is  170  m en in to  tw o  
g ro u p s , C la rk  led o n e  and  q u ic k ly  o v e rp o w e re d  
th e  c o m p le te ly  s u rp r is e d  B r it is h  c o m m a n d e r. A t 
th e  sam e t im e  th e  o th e r  g ro u p  o f  K e n tu c k ia n s  
f r ig h te n e d  a ll re s is ta n c e  o u t o f  th e  v illa g e rs . Kas-
kask ia  w as ta k e n  w ith o u t  a s in g le  s h o t f ire d .

T he  n e x t day  C la rk  w o n  o v e r  th e  F re n ch -sp e a k in g  
K askask ians  b y  te ll in g  th e m  o f th e  a llia n c e  F rance  
had re c e n tly  m ade  w ith  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  and  by 
p ro m is in g  th e m  re lig io u s  fre e d o m . F a th e r P ie rre  
G ib a u lt, w h o s e  p a ris h  e x te n d e d  fro m  th e  M is s is -
s ip p i to  th e  W a bash , h e lp e d  C la rk  in h is c o n q u e s t 
o f  th e  I ll in o is  C o u n try  im m e a s u ra b ly . G ib a u lt w e n t 
f i r s t  to  C a hok ia , and  th e n  to  V in ce n n e s , p e rs u a d -
in g  th e  in h a b ita n ts  to  re n o u n c e  th e ir  lo y a lty  to  
th e  B r it is h  c ro w n  and  t o  sw e a r a n e w  a lle g ia n ce  
to  th e  A m e ric a n  cause .

B u t C la rk  w o u ld  s t i l l  have  to  f ig h t  f o r  V incennes . 
H e a rin g  th a t  th e  l ig h t ly  he ld  p o s t th e re  had fa lle n  
to  th e  A m e ric a n s , th e  B r it is h  lie u te n a n t-g o v e rn o r  
a t D e tro it ,  C o l. H e n ry  H a m ilto n , led  a sm a ll m ili-

ta ry  c o n t in g e n t to  re ta k e  it. R e in fo rc e d  by h u n -
d re d s  o f  In d ia n s  a lo n g  th e  w a y , he to o k  F o rt 
S a c k v ille  f ro m  C ap t. L e o n a rd  H e lm 's  fo u r-m a n  g a r-
r is o n  as a m a tte r  o f  c o u rs e  on  D e ce m b e r 1 7 ,1  778 .

L e a rn in g  th a t  C o lo n e l H a m ilto n  had  re leased  m os t 
o f  h is  In d ia n  a llie s  u n t i l  s p r in g , C la rk  p re p a re d  a 
m id -w in te r  s u rp r is e . F ra n c is  V ig o  (w h o se  s ta tu e  
is on  th e  banks o f  th e  W abash) gave  la rg e  sum s 
o f  m o n e y  fo r  a m m u n it io n  to  be used  by C la rk 's  
fo rc e s . W ith  1 2 7  m en , o f w h o m  a b o u t 50  w e re  
F re n ch , C la rk  s ta r te d  o u t f ro m  K askask ia  on 
F e b ru a ry  5, 17 7 9 , in  an in c re d ib le  m a rc h  a c ro ss  
1 8 0  m iles  o f  "d ro w n e d  c o u n tr y . "

W e t, c o ld , and  h u n g ry , C la rk  and  h is m en a rr iv e d  
a t th e ir  d e s tin a tio n  on  F e b ru a ry  23 . T a k in g  up 
s tra te g ic  p o s it io n s  a ro u n d  F o r t S a c k v ille , th e  
A m e ric a n s  began f ir in g  on  th e  s u rp r is e d  B r it is h . 
U nab le  to  m an th e ir  a r t i l le r y  because  o f  C la rk 's  
s h a rp s h o o te rs , th e  B r it is h  ra ised  a f la g  o f  t ru c e  
o v e r  th e  f o r t  on  F e b ru a ry  24 . T h e ir  o f fe r  o f  c o n d i-
t io n a l s u rre n d e r  w a s  re fu s e d , a n d  f ig h t in g  c o n -
tin u e d . C la rk 's  th re a t  to  s to rm  th e  f o r t  f in a lly  
b ro u g h t a b o u t a p a rle y  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  c o m -
m an d e rs . F o rm a l s u rre n d e r  ca m e  on F e b ru a ry  
2 5 , 1779.

R e in fo rc e m e n ts  w e re  a lre a d y  on th e  w a y  by th e  
t im e  th e  B r it is h  le a rn e d  o f  th e  loss. C la rk  in te r -
c e p te d  th e m , c a p tu r in g  a b o u t $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  w o r th  o f 
B r it is h  su p p lie s . The v ic to r y  a t F o r t S a c k v ille  
fo ile d  B r it is h  a tte m p ts  to  keep  A m e ric a n s  o u t o f 
th e  re g io n  n o r th  o f th e  O h io  and w e s t o f  th e  
A p p a la ch ia n s . T he  O ld  N o r th w e s t w o u ld  hence-
fo r th  be A m e rica n .

A f te r  th e  T re a ty  o f  P a ris , 1 7 8 3 , th e  te r r i t o r y  em -
b ra c in g  th e  "O h io  c o u n tr y "  w as  b ro u g h t u n d e r 
A m e ric a n  g o v e rn m e n ta l c o n tro l by th e  p re c e -
d e n t-s e tt in g  N o r th w e s t O rd in a n c e  o f  1 7 8 7 . The 
sea t o f  th e  te m p o ra ry  te r r i to r ia l  g o v e rn m e n t w as 
e s ta b lis h e d  a t M a r ie t ta ,  O h io , in  th e  sam e  year. 
In 1 8 0 0  In d ia na  T e r r i to r y  w as fo rm e d  w h e n  C o n -
g re ss  d iv id e d  th e  N o r th w e s t T e r r ito ry ,  and  V in -
ce n n es  w as d e s ig n a te d  th e  c a p ita l. W illia m  H e n ry  
H a rr is o n , la te r  to  be n in th  P re s id e n t o f  th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s , b e ca m e  th e  f i r s t  g o v e rn o r .

O nly fo u r  know n  p o rtra its  o f George 
R ogers Clark exist This d ra w in g  
w as m ade fro m  the  p o rtra it th a t 
hangs in the G ove rno r's  M ansion in 
R ichm ond C lark cam e fro m  a distin 
gu ished fam ily  in A lbem arle  C o un ty  Va 
also hom e to  Thom as Je ffe rson  
C la rk ’s younger b ro th e r W illiam  
accom pan ied M e riw e th e r Lew is 
on the fam ous 1 8 0 4  6  e xpe d ition  to 
su rvey the  Louisiana T e rr ito ry


