
Throughout history humans have adapted their surround­
ings to better suit their needs. Glen Canyon National 
Recreation Area, established in 1972, provides a dramatic 
example of one of nature's most inspiring settings com­
bined with an ambitious human project. Impounded behind 
the Bureau of Reclamation's Glen Canyon Dam, waters of 
the Colorado River and t ributaries are backed up about 185 
miles, forming Lake Powell . The lake and over one million 
acres of dese rt-and-canyon country offer leisure-ti me 
activities fo r American and international visitors. Fishing 
and water sport s are dominant activities. The park 's back-

country offers intimate opportunities for solitude, quiet, 
and the thrill-of exploration. Traces of ancient cultures, 
hallmarks of early exploration and settlement, prist ine 
night skies, the amazingly adaptive plants and animals, 
and a landscape that has been forged by powerful and pri­
meval forces and holds the bones of prehistoric creatures 
all await the inquisitive. 

Major John Wesley Powell led the first organized expedi­
tion down t he Colorado River in 1869. Powell named many 
features along the river, including Glen Canyon. An early 

"A curious ensemble of wonderful features ... " John Wesley Powell, 1869 

The First People Archeologists bel ieve small 
groups migrat ed into North America from Asia 
about 15,000 to 12,000 years ag o and dis­
persed throughout North and South America, 
living in iso lation for thousands of years. Tri bes 
we call Desert Archaic people were hunters 
and gatherers. About 2,000 years ago a major 
cu ltural change- from causes about which we 
can onl y speculate-transformed t hese nomads 
into more stationary farmers called Basketmak­
ers. As they incorporated new ideas, including 
above-ground houses, the Basketmaker people 

Ancest ral Puebloans 
These Ind ia ns a re ances­
tors of modern Pu ebloan 
tribes like the Hopi . They 
bu ilt stone com plexes 
(pueb los) on the Colorado 
Plateau until leaving the 
area in the 1300s. Why 
did they leave? Today we 
thin k it was because of 
cli mate change, but on ly 
t hey knew the reaso ns. 

evol ved into the culture w e call A ncestral 
Puebloans (see above). Today many Indian cu l­
tures, including Nav ajo, Hopi, Ute, Paiute, and 
Pueblo, ca ll t his country home. Tribes explain 
their histories and t he past through trad itional 
beliefs, stories, and images, wh ich often differ 
from the academic perspective . 

map on other side of this brochure). In the 
1800s Hispan ic traders adopted a po rt ion of 
this route t hrough Glen Canyon as one arm of 
the Old Span ish Trail. 

In May 1869 geologist John Wes ley Powell set 
out to map the region and record its natural 
history. Powell and his crew of nine men left 
Green River, Wyoming Terri tory, and on July 
28, entered Glen Canyon and fo und its waters 
calm compared to rapid s in Cataract Canyon 
(see map). Their trip finally took them t hrough 
the Grand Canyon t o the mouth of the Virg in 
River in Nevada. In lat er writings Powe ll pro­
moted responsible sett lement for t he South· 
west based on avai lab le water supplies. 

Pioneer Settlements Explo rations in t he lat e 
1700s and early 1800s led to some settlements 
in canyon country. One of the earliest was Lees 
Ferry, named for John D. Lee, a Mormon who in 
1873 was sent there by the church t o build and 
operate a ferry. Mormons colon izing the San 
Juan Valley made a river crossing at Hole-in­
the-Rock, below the confluence of the Colora­
do and Escalante rivers. Th ey blasted and fabri­
cated a road 0.75 mi le long t hat descended 
nearly 1,000 feet. 

Charles Hal l later found a better crossi ng 
about 35 miles upstream. He ferri ed trave lers 
at Halls Crossing unt il Cass Hite developed a 
more accessible crossing. The ferry and the 
town of Hite were act ive unti l flooded by t he 
wate rs of Lake Powell. 

writer about water issues and limits in this arid country, 
Powell was eventually honor-ed by having the lake named 
for him. Glen Canyon Dam was born amid compromise and 
controversy. While compromise allowed the completion of 
the dam, the continuing controversy eventually gave birth 
to the modern-day environmental movement. 

Construction of the concrete arch dam began in 1956, and 
the first two generating units began providing power in 
1966. The lake fi rst reached full pool (3,700 feet) in 1980. 
The dam fulfills its goals of water storage and power gener-
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ation. asywel as proviCIJng recreational opportunities. 
Recently the issue of drought has become prominent 
in the Southwest and around the world. In previous years 
water stored in Lake Powell has been released during 
droughts to ensure that downstream cities and agricultural 
land receive the water they need. As drought continues, 
the lake and surrounding desert graphically illustrate how 
important water is in the desert-and the need to conserve 
it as a precious resource. 

Sunset at Padre Bay (above) 
Cc.A.~LADO 

Nature's Bold Work 
Geology The spectacular landscape dominating 
this canyon country is the product of eons of 
geologic activ ity: shifting continents, global ris­
ing and fallin g of sea levels, and creation of 
highlands now worn and redeposited. At times, 
desert dominated the landscape; other times, 
freshwater or saltwater seas invaded, leav ing 
rivers to erode recent ly deposited layers. Pre­
vailing w inds abetted the process. Periods of 
erosion account for t he missing rock strata and 
layers appearing elsewhere in sequence. The 
last uplift of the Colorado Plateau began about 
10 million years ago. Uplift made meandering 
streams of the Colorado River run faster and cut 
the canyons that are Lake Powell's basin. Navajo 
sandstone, the dominant formation, is made of 
sand dunes hardened by ground water minerals. 

Paleontology Glen Canyon Nationa l Recre­
ation Area and neighboring Grand Staircase­
Escalante National Monument contain some of 
the most outstanding specimens of prehistoric 
life found anywhere on Earth . Recent discover­
ies include rare or unusual dinosaur skeletons 
and many dinosaur tracks. 

Explorat ion In 1776 two Spanish priest s began 
an expedit ion that provided the first written 
record of Glen Canyon. Fathers Dominguez and 
Esca lante and their party set out from Santa Fe 
in July to pi oneer an overland route to a mili­
tary garr ison on the Ca liforn ia coast . After 
three months they reached the Great Basin in 
Utah, where they t urned back before the onset 
of w inter. At the Co lorado River they were un­
able to find a safe crossing for days. Finally, on 
November 7, they chopped steps into the sand ­
stone wa ll at Padre Creek and led their pack an­
imals to the banks of t he Colorado, ford ing the 
river at a popular Ind ian cross ing. Today Cross­
ing of t he Fathers l ies beneat h Padre Bay (see 

Houseboats anchor in Labyrinth Canyon, a southern arm of Pa dre Bay. Sun rise illuminates Tower Butte on t he Navajo Nat ion. 

Places to Explore 

Lees Ferry Fort was bui It in 1874. 

LEES FERRY 

Lees Ferry l ies in the b reak between Glen, 
Ma rb le, and Par ia canyons, dow nriver from 

Glen Canyon Dam . This natu ral corr idor w as 

the on ly p lace a wagon road could be bui lt to 

connect Ut ah and north east ern A rizona. Lees 
Ferry was set t led by John D. Lee, who estab ­

li shed t he f irst Colora do Rive r crossing here. 

A stone fort, bu ilt in 1874 in anticipation of 
co nfl ict bet ween fhe Navajo and sett lers, 
served briefly as a t rad ing post . Trails at t he 

fo rt, along t he Colo rado River, and at Lonely 

Dell Ranch in nearby Paria River Va lley offer 
g li mpses of what li fe was li ke for mi ners and 

Morm on pioneers. 

To day Lees Ferry has a ra nger stat ion , camp­
ground, launch ramp, dock, f ish -cleaning sta ­

t ion, and access to 15 mi les of t he Co lorado 

River (upriver on ly). Navajo Bridge Interpret ive 

Cente r at Marble Ca nyon on Highw ay 89A 
has informat ion, a bookstore, exh ibits, and a 

w alkway over the Co lorado River; open Apr il 

t hro ugh October. Spri ng is the best t ime to see 

t he Californ ia condors t hat flock to this area. 

Grand Canyo n r iver t r ips begin at Lees Ferry. 

Permits are requ ired . Contact Grand Canyon 

Nationa l Park, Grand Canyon, AZ 85023-01 29; 

www.nps. gov/grca. 
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Evening at Wahwea p Bay and Wahweap Marina . 

CARL HAYDEN VISITOR CENTER, 

WAHWEAP, ANTELOPE POINT, AND PAGE 

Carl Hayden Visit or Center, next to Glen Canyon 
Dam and bridge, is open dai l_ except Thanksgiv­

ing, December 25, and Janua ry 1. Here you will 
f ind information, dam tours, exhibits, ideo 

programs, a reli ef map, an endangered fish 

aquarium, an d a booksto re. Rangers ca n answer 

questions. 

Wahweap Mar ina is 5.5 m il es from t he visitor 

cente r along Lakeshore Drive. The concessioner 
provi des lod g ing, food se rvices, g ift shops, a 

campground for tent and RV camping, laundry, 
showers, service st ation, and f u ll mar ina services . 

Ant elope Po int Ma ri na has boat renta ls, f uel 

dock, ma rina st ore, an on -wate r rest auran t, 

cyber cafe, slips, and boat repa ir. More facil it ies 

are p lanned . The area also has drinking w ater, 

restrooms, t wo dump/pumpout stat ions, p icn ic 
area w ith gri lls, and a fis h-cleaning station. 

Page, Ari z. , near t he dam and visit or center, has 

sto res, lodgi ng, fo od, a hospita l, and museum. 

A concess ioner of f ers commerc ial half -day and 

specialty t rips on th e river betw een the dam 

and Lees Ferry. Ca ll 1-888-522- 66 44 

Glen Canyon Dam 
Concrete for the arch 
dam and powerplant was 
poured around the clock 
for over three years. The 
dam's crest is 1, 560 feet 
long. It lies 710 feet above 
bedrock and 583 feet 
above t he original river 
channel. At its fu l I-pool 
elevat ion of 3,700 feet, 
Lake Powel l is 560 feet 

o deep at the dam. 

Rai nbow Bridge. 
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DANGLING ROPE AND RAINBOW BRIDGE 

Da ngling Ro pe Marina, bet w een buoys 

40 and 43- accessible only by boat-has 
a ranger station, restrooms, boat pumpout 

station, boat fuel, minor boat repai rs, a mari na 

store, and snack bar. Mari na services may not 

be available in w int er mo nths. 

Ra inbow Bridge Nationa l M onument is 
15 miles uplake of Dang ling Ro pe Mar ina 

and about 50 mi les by w ater fro m Wahw eap, 
Bull frog, o r Ha lls Crossing. Rainbow Bridge, 

275 feet across and 290 f eet high, is t he 
wor ld's largest na tural bridge- nearly as ta ll 

as t he St atue of Li bert y. Rainbow Bridge may 

al so be reache d by trai ls across th e Navajo 
Nation; perm its are required . Conta ct: Navajo 

Nati on, Parks and Rec rea tio n Depart ment , Box 
9000, W indow Rock, AZ 86515. Cal l 520 -871-

6647 or Navajo Mountain Chapter 928-672-

29 15. 

No te: Rainbow Bridge is sacred to at least f ive 

American India n t ribes . W e ask that v isi t ors 

respect the re li gious sign ifi cance of Ra inbow 
Br idge t o ne ighbor ing t ribes and view Rai nbow 

Bridge from the viewi ng area ra ther t ha n w alk­

ing up to o r under the b ridge. You may t ake t he 

trai l from the co urtesy dock to the viewing area. 
Please respect these long-stand ing beliefs. 

Explorers can expe rience true solitude in th ese canyons. 

CANYONS OF THE ES CALANTE 

The Escal ante Canyo ns incl u de some o f t he 
most remote, w il d, and beautiful country in t he 

Southwest . The Esca lante River meanders slow­

ly between towering canyon wa lls. Its tributar­

ie s, deep ly entrenched in sandstone, contain 
arches, natura l br idges, and waterfalls. The 

area- re miniscent of Gl en Canyon before the 
creat ion of Lake Powell- of f ers some of the 

t i ne st opportunities for desert hiking on t he 
Colorado Plat eau. The mouth of Escalan t e 

Canyon meets Lake Powell abou t 70 m iles 

uplake from Glen Canyo n Dam . Some of its 

canyons can be exp lored from sma ll b oat s. 

Hikers can rea ch the backcountry on foot by 

t rails from the unpaved Hole- in-the-Rock road . 

Nar row canyons and dw ellings of p rehist or ic 

inhabitants are some of the region 's attrac· 

tions. In recogn it io n of the ir va lue, portions 
of the Esca lante Canyons region have been 

recommended as, and are managed as, w ilder­

ness areas. A permit (fr ee) is req uired fo r all 

backcountry camp ing in the Es calant e area. 

A n inte ragenc y v isi t or ce nte r in the t own 

of Escalante, Uta h, can provi de perm its and 

up-t o -date t rai l and road informatio n. Ca ll 

435 -826-5499. 

Largemouth and striped 
bass (left) flouri sh in Lak e 
Powell. Ra inbow trout 
(above) thr ive in the Col­
orado River below Glen 
Canyon Dam. 

Hikers climb slick rock near Balanced Rock Ca nyon. 

HALLS CROSSING AND BULLFROG BAY 

Ha lls Cross ing, reached from Blanding, Utah , 

via s a e highways, offers a ranger station, boat 

pumpou a ion, and launch ramp. The conces­
sioner pro ides lodg in g (housekeeping units) , 

t o campgrounds (one w ith hookups), laundry, 

showers, s ore, a service stat ion , and marina 

services. Ca l Black Me morial A irpo rt is east of 
Ha lls Crossing. 

Bullfrog Bay can be reached by paved st ate high­

ways from Hanksville, Utah. A visit o r cent er has 

info rmat ion, exhibit s, a full -scale sl ot -canyon 

model, and booksto re. In summer t here are an 
emerg ency med ical cl inic and limited ranger 

prog rams. Year-rou nd faci lities inc lude a launch 

ramp, boat pu mpout st at ion, fish -clean ing sta­

tion, pi cn ic area, and paved aircraft land ing 

strip. A concessioner provides lodging, food 

services, gift shop, stores, two campgrounds 
(on e with hoo kups), laundry, showers, service 

st ation, and fu ll marina services. A ferry (f ee) 

runs betw een Hall s Crossing and Bu llfrog Bay. 

Cal l 435-684-3088 for a schedu le. 

A student carefully exposes a dinosaur skeleton. 

Ecology Plants and animals here are typical 
high desert species . Spring or summer moisture 
prompts lupine and Indian paint brush to bloom. 
Pinyo n and juniper t rees grow at higher eleva­
tions. Animals include coyotes, foxes, and in­
sects. Spring-fed alcoves in side canyons provide 
habitat for deer and beaver, ferns and sedges, 
reeds and cattai ls, cottonwoods and w illows. 
Watch for eag les and listen for canyon w rens. 

The area is renowned for its dramatic rock fo rmations. 

HITE 
Cass Hite or igina l ly named t h is country Dandy 

Crossing beca use it was the best ford in the Co l· 

orado River above Lees Fe rry. Prehistoric peo­

ple also used the crossing. During the 1880s and 
1890s, gold miners rendezvoused here because 

Hite had the onl y post off ice in Glen Canyon. 

Today, Hite, the Dirty Devil River, and the upper 
stretches of Lake Powell are reached by paved 
Uta h Hwy. 95. Many peop le f ind t he region 

around Hite to be th e most scenic in Glen Ca n­

yon Nationa l Recreation A rea, and it is prime 
mount ain biking country. It is t he gat eway to 

t he Orange Cliffs and the Maze d istri ct of Can­

yonlands Nationa l Park. The Nationa l Park Serv­

ice off ers prim itive cam ping in t he area. Th e 
concessioner provid es lodg ing (housekeeping 

units), a store, and service stat ion. 



Enjoying Glen Canyon : -

FOR A SAFE VISIT 
Real dangers exist here. 
Every year deaths result 
from simple mistakes made 
in this unfamiliar environ­
ment. Check with a ranger, 
read the park newspaper 
and bulletin boards, or ask 

at visitor centers for safety 
information. Remember, 
your safety is your respon­
sibi lity. 

• Personal Watercraft 
(PWC) Persona l watercraft 
are considered vessels; you 
are respo nsib le for know­
ing and observing regu la­
ti ons governi ng t heir use. 

WAYNE 
GARFIELD 

DIXIE 

• Life jackets (PFDs) An 

easy-to -reach, approved 
life jacket must be available 
for every person aboard a 
vessel. Children 12 and un­
der must wear a li fe jacket. 
•Alcohol and Boating 
Boating under t he influ­

ence of alcohol is danger­
ous and illegal. Many boat­

ing accidents and deaths 
are alcohol re lated. 

• Waterski ing Boats tow­
ing a sk ier must have bot h 
an operator and a com pe­
tent observer. An orange 

flag must be held high 
when a skier is down. Kite 

t ubing, parasail ing, and 
other forms of airborne 
delivery are proh ibi ted. 
• Swimming Swim at your 

own r isk . Cliff jumping and 
div ing is il lega l. There are 
no lifeguards in t he recre­

at ion area. 
• Boat Wakes You are 
respons ible for da mage 
or injuries caused by you r 

boat wake. 
• Bow Riding Federal reg ­
ulations prohibit r iding on 
t he bow of a boat at any 

time. 
• Ca rbon Monoxide (CO) 
Th is co lo rless, odorless gas 

FISH.LAKE 

NATIONAL FOREST 

is extremely poisonous 
and has caused injuries 
and deaths at Lake Powe ll. 
Know the danger zones on 

your boat, including gener­
ators, engines, and gas 
app liances, and learn to 

recognize symptoms of CO 
poisoning. Ensure proper 
ventilation . Don't swim, 
sit, or work near exhaust. 
• Weather The high desert 
is an area of extreme and 
rapid weathe r cha nges. 
Get an accurate forecast 
before setting out and 
take precautions fo r all 
weather conditions. 
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STEWARDSHIP-PROTECTING YOUR PARK 
Stewardship-preserving 
Glen Canyon's resources-is 
everyone's job. Regulations 
and policies protect the 

park, our v isitors, and pro­
vide for future generations. 
Ch eck with a park ranger, 

read the park newspaper 
and bu lletin boards, and ask 

at visitor centers for more 
information. 

Natural, Cu ltural Features 
Do not remove, damage, 
or deface natura l or cu ltural 
featu res. A ll plants, animals, 
and rocks are p rotected by 
federa l law. It is illega l to 

w rite or draw on rocks or 
other surfaces. Graffiti is 
vandalism . 

Archeologica l Sites, 

Antiqu it ies Archeologica l 
sites are prot ected by fed­
eral law; laws are strictly 
enforced! Report suspi­
cious behavior at visitor 
centers, ranger stat ions, 
and marinas, or ca ll (anony­
mously) t he Archeologica l 

Crime Reporting Hotli ne 
at 1-800-227-7286. 

Weapons Firearms are 
p roh ibited in federa l 
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Flash Flood Country 
Washes and na rrow canyons 
are subject to sudden, unex­
pected flash flooding. It may 
be sunny weather where you 
a re, but a distant storm can 
dump rain upstream sending a 
wall of water rushing down a 
normally dry wash or canyon. 
NEVER ENTER WASHES OR 
NARROW CANYONS WHEN IT 
IS RAINING OR THREATENING 
TO RAIN. 
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Do not use th is map for navi­
gation. Marinas and visitor 
centers se ll navigational maps. 
Only lake Powell 's main chan­
nel is marked with navigational 
aids. Map shows lake at full 
pool el evation (3,700 feet). 
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Most unpaved roads require a 
4-wheel -drive vehicle. Off-road 
travel is prohibited. Inquire lo­
ca lly about road cond itions; 
check with a ranger. 
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Glen Ca nyon Natio nal Recreation Area is a fee area. 

Ranger Station 

Rest aurant 
and lodge 

Campground 

Primitive 
A Campground 

Boat Launch 

Marina 

l!!I Floating dump 
5! station/restroom 

buildings. Use of firea rms, 
except w hen legal ly hunt­
ing, is proh ib ited. Fireworks 
are il legal. 

Driving and Bicycli ng Vehi­

cles and bicycles must stay 
on roads. 

Pets Pets must be leashed 
at all times. Dogs are pro­
hibited in the Esca lante 
backcountry. 

Hum an and Pet Waste 

Anyone camp ing within'• 
mile of Lake Powell or its 
tr ibutaries must carry and 

BURR 

DESERT 

D i rt~ 
Devil 

use a device for containing 
sol id human or pet waste . 
The use of pl astic bags in 
such devices is proh ibited. 
Boats capable of over­
board discharge must dis­
able that f unction when 
on Lake Powell. 

Zebra Mussels, Invasive 
Spec ies Zebra musse ls and 
other aquat ic nuisance 
speci es pose a threat to all 
inland w aterways in the 

United Stat es. W hen leav­
ing any body of water, 
clean your boat thorough ly, 
com p letely drain the bi lge 

and other water compart­

ments. Let the boat dry fo r 
10 days before using it 
again. You must display a 
cert ificate stating t hat 
your boat is free of zebra 
or quagga mussel s. 

Plan Ahead To p lan your 
visit contact the park o r 
check our website (at 

right) fo r detai ls about 

programs, activit ies, fees, 
safety, and regulat ions. 
Serv ice an ima ls are wel­
come. 

Emergencies: call 911 

TWIN CORRAL FlATS 

More Information 

Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area 
P.O. Box 1507 
Page, AZ 86040-1507 
928-608-6404 
www.nps .gov/g lca 

This is one of over 390 
parks in the National Park 
System. To learn about na­
tiona l parks and National 

Park Service programs in 
Amer ica 's commun ities , 
visi t www.nps.gov. 
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