




































































































• 
extensively remodeled by the Geological Survey, largely retain the 

architectural style of the original. This style is in keeping with 

the lines of Lee's Ferry fort (site 8) and the structure adjacent to 

it. At least three of these buildings, the large residence (1), the 

small residence (2), and the cook house (4), are of sufficient 

historical importance and of sufficient interest in construction and 

setting to merit preservation. 

Historic center of Lee's Ferry. Lee's Ferry fort (site 8) and 

the Spencer buildings (site 10) actually constituted the historic 

center of most activities in the Lee's Ferry area. The present 

facility for visitors is adjacent to these buildings. We urge that 

the area surrounding these buildings, especially those recommended 

above for preservation, and extending from the Chinle slopes to the 

back of them to the river bank in front of them, be preserved in a 

spirit in keeping with the environment as it was about the time that 

ferry service ceased in 1928. This, it seems to us, would be 

easy to do. No modern facilities now intrude in this area (beyond 

the Geological Survey cable tower). Perhaps some of the buildings 

could be opened for visitors along lines now followed at Pipe Spring 

National Monument. 

We believe that the open areas around the buildings would be an 

excellent space in which to exhibit certain large relics reminiscent 

of the history of the area. The Spencer steam boilers now behind the 

garage (building 3, site 10) should be saved and set up in this area. 

A remnant of the Charles H. Spencer (site 11) should be salvaged and 



• 
placed in this area. The paddlewheel of the Navajo (site 19) sho~ld 

be brought to this site. Care should be taken not to destroy the 

inscriptions at site 13. The ferry mooring cable on the right bank 

at site 2 should be removed and placed at this location if for some 

reason that site is jeopardized. 

It might be suggested in passing that Lee's Ferry would be a 

most appropriate place to display the several boats identified with 

Colorado River history now on display at the visitor center at Grand 

Canyon. As we have already noted, Leets Ferry, from Powell 1s time to 

the present, is the one place that is most closely identified with 

river travel on the Colorado. 

John D. Lee ranch. Lee's ranch, at the mouth of the Paria, where 

two of John D. Lee's log cabins remain intact, is a location of primary 

historical importance. We consider it to be most unfortunate that 

this property has not been condemned and included within the recreation 

area. As the ranch is a now-private inholding, there is nothing to 

prevent the owners from destroying the cabins or exploiting them to 

their own profit. We believe that condemnation is desirable to 

protect this historic spot and to prevent possible commercial develop­

ment that might clash with the historical and scenic environment of 

the area. If this is not possible, the Lee cabins and other remains 

should be removed and installed in a proper setting in the historic 

center of Lee's Ferry described in the paragraphs immediately above. 

New development. We urge that new developments of every kind at 

Lee's Ferry and environs be strictly in keeping with the historical 
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and scenic environment. We urge that existing historical remains-­

roads, dugways, trails, ferry sites, names on the rocks, etc.--be 

protected from vandalism and destruction and that they be brought into 

the interpretive program in a major way. We urge that the history of 

the Colorado River and the importance of Lee's Ferry in development 

of the West be the central theme in the interpretive program at Lee's 

Ferry. 

Marble Canyon Dam. If Marble Canyon Dam is to be built, it is our 

understanding that the lake level at full pool would be approximately 

3140 feet, perhaps higher. In view of the fact that so many of the 

listed sites would be inundated at the maximum level of the reservoir, 

all of the recommendations outlined above would require re-evaluation. 
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