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Glen Canyon—More Than Lake Powell 
In 1972, Glen Canyon National 

Recreation Area was set aside by Congress 
"to provide for public outdoor recreation use 
and enjoyment of Lake Powell and lands 
adjacent...and to preserve the scenic, 
scientific, and historic features...." 

Lake Powell is the most obvious 
feature of the recreation area. But did you 
know that Lake Powell-186 miles (344 k) 
long, with 1,960 miles (3,630 k) of shoreline-
comprises only 13 percent of Glen Canyon 
NRA? The other 87 percent hosts an array of 
geological features, dynamic plant and animal 
communities, and evidence of 10,000 years of 
human cultures. 

As you explore, seek the surprises 
and stories preserved and protected in this 
national park site! 
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Water—the Absent Artist 
Looks can be deceiving. Despite the presence 
of Lake Powell, water is actually scarce in this 
desert—only 7 inches (18 cm) of precipitation 
fall yearly. Yet WATER shaped—and 
continues to shape—this landscape. Whether 
by raging summer flash floods or by expanding 
winter ice crystals, the alcoves, arches, 
bridges, buttes, and canyons of this terrain are 
carved by water. Please remember that all 
features, including rocks, are protected by 
law. Refrain from carving or removing them. 

Ice Age Survivors 
Although wooly mammoths and mastodons 
became extinct in the region about 12,000 
years ago, several plants from the ice age-
including Douglas Fir and Bigtooth Maple-
linger in moist, shady, side canyons. Hanging 

gardens lush with mosses, maidenhair ferns, 
monkey flowers, orchids, and poison ivy 
occupy wet alcoves. These habitats are very 
fragile and should be enjoyed from a distance. 
Over 750 plant species grow here! 

10,000 Years of Footprints 
Humans have called Glen Canyon home for at 
least 10,000 years. Prehistoric, ancestral and 
modem Indian cultures, explorers, miners, 
ranchers, and settlers all left their mark in this 
region. Don't be tempted to deface or remove 
a piece of this history. All archeological and 
historic items are protected by law. 

Sand Tracks 
Bighorn sheep and mule deer are among the largest 
mammals seen, but more frequently viewed are 
rodents—like mice and chipmunks-and jackrabbits, 
coyotes, reptiles, and birds. Among the 275 species 
ofbirds found in Glen Canyon is the peregrine falcon. 
In fact, the world's largest population of breeding 
peregrine falcons thrives in Glen Canyon. Report 
unusual wildlife sightings to park rangers. 

Glen Canyon Dam Created a Lake—and a 
Movement 
The Glen Canyon Dam changed forever the ecology 
of the Colorado River and people's relationship with 
it. The dam's construction allowed water storage 
for irrigation, clean power production, and new forms 
of recreation. The loss of wild Glen Canyon sparked 
a debate over land values which ultimately halted 
construction of two dams in Grand Canyon and 
contributed to the birth of the modem environmental 
movement. Tours of Glen Canyon Dam are offered 
daily. 
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