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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This 60 Tinear foot panel consists of about 35 painted one to two foot high
designs, including a dozen anthropomorphs, placed about four tg seven
feet above the sandy floor of a protective sandstone cliff alcove.
Protected by the deep overhangiaf the sandstone alcove, alteration and
patination of the bedrock back wall is minor. Some flaking and spalling
of the pictographs dull white and gray-white pigment has occurred. The
preservation of the panel is excellent and due largely to isolation, lack
of moisture and, perhaps, continuous shading from most direct sunlight.
What damage has occurred is probably attribuZable mainly to abrasive
sand-laden winds that must blow in the alcove at various times of the
year. Modern graffiti has begun to appear among the designs as access

to the public has become easier.

The lowest point'of t ]

. Funded studies ot pictographs are
- under way and this site is expected to receive treatment to protect it

from wet: environments.

Completed preservation treatment is expected to cost $20,000.
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Pictographs are rare in the Glen Canyon region and in a 1963 review
of rock art literature in-western North America fewer than 20 panels
of comparable size could be found. On the basis of number alone, the
Davis Gulch pictographs have considerable cultural value.

The dating of the Davis Gulch pictographs by weathering, style and
ceramics make it most 1ikely that the panel was produced between
1050-1250 A.D.*

ROCK ART STUDY MUST BE CONSIDERED AS EMBRYONIC AT BEST, AND WHILE
STYLE, TEMPORAL AND CULTURAL AFFILIATIONS CAN BE ASSIGNED TO THE
DAVIS GULCH PICTOGRAPHS AT THIS TIME, IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT ITS
SCIENTIFIC VALUE HAS BEEN EXHAUSTED. NEW TECHNIQUES AND HYPOTHESES
WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY INCREASE OUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT, AND APPRECIATION
OF, THE PREHISTORIC PAST AND CAN SERVE TO ENRICH THE LIVES OF
CONTEMPORARY MAN. THE DAVIS GULCH PICTOGRAPHS REPRESENT A FINITE
HERITAGE THAT SHOULD BE PRESERVED.

*The pictograph panel has been designated Style 4, associated with
the Pueblo II-III occupation, Anasazi ethnic group.
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