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u . CHEDA RANCH 
(Golden Gate National Recreation Area) 

1. Description 

Cheda Ranch is a large parcel of land adjacent to Samuel P. Taylor Park 

on Lagunitas Creek, east of Tocaloma. The ranch complex is about 1 /2 mile up 
a dirt road from Sir Francis Drake Highway, sitting in a valley that drains to 

Lagunitas Creek. The ranch is mostly grassland with forested areas in the 
gulches. The former owners negotiated a reservation of use and occupancy, and 

rent the buildings and pastures to various tenants. 

2. History of Cheda Ranch 

The first known non-Indian resident of the area that would become the 

Cheda Ranch was Marin pioneer Capt. Oliver Allen, a well-known engineer and 
inventor who had arrived in California with the Gold Rush. .._AJlen came to 

Marin County in 1852 and rebuilt two sawmills at Dogtown near Bolinas. He 
then settled with his family in a house on the creek draining the Cheda Ranch, 
probably renting the property from Rancho Nicasio owner William J. Miller. 
While here he was employed by Samuel P. Taylor to aid with the engineering 
and machinery of Taylor's Pioneer Paper Mill, the first paper mill on the west 

coast. Allen also reportedly began his first experiments with dairy farming on 
this site; eventually his inventions for butter churns and other dairy equipment 
became useq on dairies throughout California. Allen and his family moved to a 

Shafter dairy on Point Reyes in 1859.225 

In one of the first transactions upon breaking up his holdings in Rancho 
Nicasio, William J . Miller sold Gaudenzio Cheda and Carlo Solari 932 acres of 
prime land draining into Lagunitas Creek on January 9, 1866, for a sum of 
$4,500. Cheda first located in Trinity County, where in 1859 he was 
naturalized as an American citizen in Weaverville. Cheda and Solari were 
among the first Swiss immigrants to arrive in Marin County, marking the 

225Munro-Fraser, Marin County, pp. 431-433; Oliver Allen Papers, Bancroft Library, Berkeley; 
John S. Hittell, The Commerce and Industries of the Pacific Coast of North America (San 
Francisco: A. L. Bancroft & Co., 1882), p. 264. 
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beginning of an influx that changed the face of the County for good. Solari • 
apparently sold out his share to Cheda within a few years. 226 

By 1870 Cheda, at age 34, had a thriving dairy ranch where he milked 85 
cows and made 8,500 pounds of butter the previous year. He employed six 
laborers, including his brother Pete, paying $2,000 in wages during the year. 
With wife Antonia (or Antoinette) and three children, Philamenia, Emaragilda 
and Silvio, Cheda had made a good life for himself in just a short time. By the 
end of the year all his neighbors but one were fellow Swiss. Cheda returned to 
Switzerland with his family, and son Virgilio was born there in 1875. The 
family returned to Marin County by 1878 but settled in San Rafael where 
Cheda bought a hay, grain, wool and coal business. The ranch was leased out 
and the Cheda family never returned. 227 

Cheda leased the ranch in 1883 to one F. Magee. Residents of the area 
voted for a school tax in 1884 which established the Tocaloma School District. 
By September a schoolhouse had been erected at the entrance to the Cheda 
Ranch and 26 children, most from the paper mill upstream, appeared for school. 
Across the small creek from the school house stood an open-air dance pavilion, 
used by the local residents until the 1920s. 228 

Gaudenzio Cheda died at age 54 in 1889 and left the ranch to his heirs, 
the ranch staying in the family under the name Cheda Estate Company for 
much of this century. Early in the century the large original Cheda home 
bm·ned and was replaced with a more modest bungalow. The family leased the 
ranch to various dairymen, including (during this century), a Mr. Bettencourt, 
the Xavier Brothers, who developed the Grade A dairy, Peters Oakland Central 
Creamery for a short time and finally, Ray Valconesi. Neighboring dairymen 
Armin Truttman and Don Mcisaac bought the milk contract from V alconesi in 
1965 and moved the operation off the ranch.229 

In 1972 the property was sold to Laurence and Elizabeth Bono; the Bonos 
then sold to a group of land developers calling themselves Cheda Ranch 

226Deeds Book F, p. 87, MCRO; Marin People, Volume II (San Rafael: Marin County Historical 
Society, 1972), pp. 171-172; Mason, Earthquake Bay, p. 41. 

227Population and Agriculture Schedules, 9th U. S. Census, 1870. 

228Marin County Journal, October 18, 1883; Marin Journal, June 19 and September 11, 1884; 
interview with Don Mcisaac and Rae Codoni. 

229Death Records, MCRO; Marin Journal, October 31, 1889; interview with Don Mcisaac. 
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Associates. The partners planned an equestrian-oriented development in the 
valley, but the ranch was purchased in 1982 by the National Park Service as a 
part of Golden Gate National Recreation Area. The ranch is currently occupied 
by tenants of Cheda Ranch Associates and the grazing land is leased by Barbara 
Hall.230 

3. Buildings and Historic Resources 

The Cheda Ranch contains eleven buildings: two houses, two hay barns, 
a Grade A barn, a weaning barn, and five sheds. Many possess poor historic 
integrity because of alterations. 

a. Main Residence 

This one-story wood frame house appears to be built around 1920 as the 
later principal ranch residence. It has a partial hip roof with various gables and 
shed additions. Distinctive shutter decorations are on many windows, and a 
modern fireplace and chimney has been added to the southwest comer of the 
house. It is in fair condition, and its integrity is fair. 

b. Small House 

The smaller house on the ranch was originally a bunk house. It 
measures about 30' by 30' and has a gable roof and an open porch. The tenants 
have removed some interior walls to make it a family home. The small one 
story house is in fair condition. 

c. Grade A Dairy 

The 35' by 100' sanitary milking barn appears to have been built about 
1937-38; it is practically identical to the Truttman Ranch Grade A barn. Built 
out of concrete, wood and corrugated metal, it retains some of its original wood 

230
Deeds Book 70, p. 81, Official Records Book 2628, p. 266, MCRO; Independent Journal, 

October 20, 1973; interview with Don Mcisaac. 
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stanchions and a feeder cart on tracks. It is in fair condition and is used for 
storage. 

d. Hay Barn 

The hay barn is actually two buildings: the original 48' by 108' Grade B 
barn, apparently built in the 1920s, with vertical wood siding and a corrugated 
metal raised gable roof, and a newer 28' by 108' section of wood frame with 
corrugated metal siding and roof. The old barn is in poor condition, and is used 
for hay storage. Its integrity is fair. 

e. Weaning Barn 

This small, 30' by 35' barn appears to be about 100 years old, but has 
been altered with the addition of windows and interior modification. It is now 
used as a music studio, is in fair condition and has poor integrity. 

f. New Hay Barn 

Used for storage, this barn was built about twenty years ago. It is a 
partially-open barn with corrugated metal siding and roof; it appears to be in 

good condition. 

g. Garage 

The 15' by 30' garage is apparently over 50 years old. It is a wood frame 
structure with corrugated metal siding and roof, rolling doors and a concrete 
foundation. It is in fair condition. 

h. Chicken Shed 

The chicken shed is a small 10' x 12' building over 50 years old It has 
vertical board siding, double doors, and a sagging roof with wood shingles and 
sections of asphalt shingles. A lean-to has been added to the east side. It is in 
poor condition and its integrity is poor. 
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i. Tack Room/Office 

This small building is about 30 years old had been used as a tack room 
until it was made into an office. It is wood frame with corrugated metal 
roofing, has been altered, and is in fair condition. 

j . Shed 

This appears to have been the ranch blacksmith shop. It has vertical 
board siding with board and batten on the east side and a corrugated metal 
gable roof. A brick chimney, with the fireplace portion damaged, sits on the 
north wall. Plants are affecting the stability of the structure. The wood frame 
building has been altered and is in poor condition. 

k. Ranch Road 

The narrow dirt road to Cheda Ranch appears to be the original road 
dating from the 1860s. Its integrity is good and it is in fair condition . 

Also on the ranch are an abandoned deer camp, a large artificial pond, 
and the ruins of a cabin on the creek near the highway. 

4. Historic Significance of the Cheda Ranch 

While the Cheda Ranch has local significance as one of the first Swiss­
owned dairies in Marin County, the remaining buildings lack both physical and 
historic integrity and it does not appear to be eligible for the National Register . 
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3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 
8. 
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Small House, ca. 1900 
Grade A Dairy, ca. 1937 
Hay Barn, ca. 1920, 1970 
\VeaningBarn, ca. 1900 

Garage, ca. 1920 
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Shed (Blacksmith Shop), ca. 1880 

Ranch Road, ca. 1860s 
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v . SHAFTER and GALLAGHER RANCHES 
(not owned by the National Park Service) 

Two ranch properties are within the designated boundaries of Point 
Reyes National Seashore and Golden Gate National Recreation Area but have 
not been purchased for inclusion in those parks. The Vedanta Society property 
of over 2,000 acres adjacent to Olema was excluded from purchase in the 
Seashore legislation because the religious organization which owns it provides 
uses compatible to the park. The ranch owned by the Robert and George 
Gallagher families, located east of Point Reyes Station, is slated for purchase 
when funds become available. Both have historic significance, especially the 
Vedanta property which was the country home of James McMillan Shafter, a 
prominent Californian and one of the original owners and developers of the 
Point Reyes dairy ranches. A brief history of these properties follows. 

A. THE SHAFTER RANCH (The Oaks) 
Vedanta Society Retreat 

The Vedanta Society Retreat is a large, mostly wooded parcel of over 
?.,000 acres located directly to the south and west of Olema, stretching from the 
town to the Stewart Ranch on the south. James McMillan Shafter chose this 
parcel as his country estate where, in 1869, he built a fine New England-style 
manor, which he called The Oaks, and dairy ranch. Shafter's law firm had 
purchased the entire Point Reyes Peninsula in 1858 and within ten years 
developed the largest dairy ranch in the state; no doubt Shafter wanted a fine 
estate from which to watch over his enterprises. During the early years at The 
Oaks, Shafter bought at least four small ranches from the Garcia family, 
although most of these transactions were taking advantage of defaulted loans. 
Shafter was a major stockholder in the North Pacific Coast Railroad, which 
commenced service to Tamales Bay in early 1875; his investment in this narrow 
gauge line eventually led to his financial downfall.231 

Shafter gave The Oaks to his son Payne as a 30th birthday present in 

231Mason, Point Reyes, pp. 69-74. The late historian Jack Mason wrote a great deal about 
the Shafters in Olema. Also see Mason's quarterly Point Reyes Historian for numerous articles 
and anecdotes. 
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1875. Payne Shafter took on the role of country squire, taking part in local • 
events and charities, hunting with members of San Francisco society, writing 
poetry, and keeping a fine stable of race horses which exercised on the race 
track on the ranch. Shafter loved the ranch and operated a stage service from 
Tocaloma station offering scenic drives to Bear Valley, Bolinas and the ocean. 
The dairy was leased to local ranchers; the famous tale of the cow falling into 
the crack during the 1906 earthquake purportedly happened here. In 1925 
Shafter sold 2,000 acres, excepting the mansion, to a Los Angeles syndicate bent 
on developing a golf resort. The plans never materialized and the property was 
sold in 1946 to the Vedanta Society, a Hindu-based sect brought to America 100 
years ago by Swami Vivekenanda. Payne Shafter died in 1934, leaving the 
mansion and small amount of property to his daughters Helen and Mary. They 
held on to the fine old estate until 1965 when it was sold to Bill and Louise 
Watt. The Watts eventually sold the mansion to the Vedanta Society, who use 
the building as a meditation retreat center. The mansion parcel is not within 
the legislated boundaries of Point Reyes National Seashore, but the Rift Zone 
Trail is maintained for the public nearby. 232 

B. ROBERT and GF.ORGE GALLA.GA RR R..c\.."'JCH 
North Bend Ranch 

The 330-acre Gallagher Ranch is located on Lagunitas Creek east of 
Point Reyes Station. It is bounded on the north by the creek which surrounds 
the ranch on three sides, and on the south by the Genazzi and former Edwin 
Gallagher Ranches. The land originally belonged to Rafael Garcia, whose wife 
Loretta inherited it in the 1868 family land division. By 1873 James McMillan 
Shafter owned the ranch and developed a dairy there. He built a large house, 
reportedly as a country estate for his daughter Julia, but for the most part the 
ranch was leased to dairymen. The North Pacific Coast Railroad built tracks 
through the ranch in 1874 and named the flagstop there North Bend.233 

After James McMillan Shafter's death in 1892 his heirs rapidly sold their 

232Ibid., pp. 83, 100-103. 

• 

233Deeds Book H, p. 77, Book M, p. 462, Book Q, pp. 324 and 621, MCRO; 1873 Map of • 
Marin County. 
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ranches in the vicinity to pay off their father's debts. Edward Gallagher, an 
Irishman who had arrived in the area before 1873, bought the ranch from the 
Shafters about 1893. Gallagher had operated leased dairies across the creek 

from the ranch, owned the ranch directly to the south as well as another in 
Nicasio. He raised a family and eventually his son William took over the dairy 
operation at North Bend. William L. Gallagher had spent a few years in San 

Francisco operating a cigar store but returned to the family ranch where he and 
his wife raised seven children. Sons Robert and George worked on the ranch 

and took over in 1944 after their father 's death.234 

The family made a living making cream until 194 7, when Robert and 
George Gallagher built a Grade A dairy and began to produce market milk. 

George eventually moved to Point Reyes Station where he was postmaster for 
many years. The family sold the dairy business in 1985 and now raise 
replacement heifers. The family has been negotiating with the National Park 
Service towards eventual purchase of the ranch. 

The ranch contains a circa 1880 two story house, built by Shafter along 
plans similar to his ranch houses on Point Reyes. There is also a Shafter-era 
hay barn, as well as a horse barn and outbui1dings, a modern hom~e and 200-
stall loafing barn . 

C. Historic Significance 

The Vedanta property has a great deal of historic significance as the 
home of James McMillan Shafter; it has architectural significance as well. The 

Shafter mansion provides a vivid illustration of the dominance of the Shafter 
family during the 19th century of the Point Reyes Peninsula. The Gallagher 

Ranch has historic significance as a contributing dairy ranch to the Olema 
Valley dairy district, and has good historic integrity. Further study of these 
properties is recommended. 

234
Mason, Point Reyes, p. 81; Gallagher Ranch information from an interview with Robert 

Gallagher. 
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IV. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Management Context 

The overall objectives for Cultural Resource Management in the 
Statement for Management (1992) for Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
are: "To identify and protect the significant historic and cultural resources of 
the Golden Gate National Recreation Area through proper planning, research 
and preservation treatments;" and: 

To identify, research, and nominate all cultural 
resources that appear to-have historical significance to 
the National Register of Historic Places. 

To stabilize and apply preservation treatments to all 
cultural resources determined to have historic 
significance, and to secure and protect all other 
historic structures pending historical research and 
evaluation. 

To require park partners to contribute to the 
preservation of historic features and structures with 
direction from historic structure reports, park staff 
involvement and the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 

To develop historic structure reports and preservation 
guides to direct rehabilitation and routine and cyclic 
preservation maintenance activities. 

To initiate historic resource studies for proper 
management of significant historical features and 
structures. 

To identify, preserve and enhance cultural landscape 
values, considering the dynamics of natural systems 
and the need to maintain species diversity. . .. . 

The subject of grazing is also addressed in the 1992 Statement for Management: 

Livestock grazing has continuously occurred within 
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what is now parkland since the Spaniards arrived in 
1776. As a result of heavy grazing, trampling, and the 
introduction of Mediterranean grass species, the 
species composition of the original grasslands has 
changed significantly. Now, when grazing is 
discontinued the disruption of the system allows 
invasion by exotics and the encroachment of coastal 
scrub communities, into what has historically been 
grasslands. In addition to the aesthetic impacts, this 
change reduces the amount of "edge" available as 
important wildlife habitat, it diminishes the ability to 
restore native coastal prairie species, and it could lead 
to a sizeable decrease in biological diversity. 

The park's General Management Plan (GMP), approved in 1980, denotes 
a Pastoral Landscape Management Zone which includes portions of the Olema 
Valley north of Five Brooks but which does not follow historic ranch 
boundaries. The zone includes lands "with which it has been determined that 
dairying and cattle ranching are desirable aspects of the scene from both an 
educational and aesthetic point of view. At a minimum, agricultural buildings 
~-d ope-.l g--~~slands ... ;n be re+r.in"d m· t-'hngo ""'"eas "'"'rl u r'hore fooo11"1o QJ.J. .l 0 J. ClO YY ~ \; ~ -.,.&..&.'-' ~ u.a. ' "4A..&.\iA. •• 4.AV .&.'\JU.U.&.a •. u ."' 

livestock grazing will continue within the limits of carefully monitored range 
capacities." It should be noted that grazing has more than a 200 ye~l" history in 

the area. Prehistoric mammals are known to have grazed extensively and, 
more recently, large herds of elk roamed the region. 

The park's List of Classified Structures (LCS), which includes most 
structures in the Olema Valley, is also listed in the GMP. The LCS is being 
updated at the time of this writing to include the structures in the Tocaloma 
area as discussed in this report. 

The Olema Valley contains five ranches (Wilkins, Giacomini, Stewart, 
Rogers and McFadden) that are in use as working ranches and occupied by the 
original owners, and five ranch sites (Randall, Lupton, Truttman, Edwin 
Gallagher and Genazzi) where grazing is allowed under permit; there are three 
ranch complexes (Truttman, Hagmaier and Teixeira) that are used as park or 
private housing, and two old houses at Five Brooks under reservations; all of 
these potentially contribute to a proposed historic district on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The copper mining site in the valley appears to 
contribute, although it is not directly related to the ranching activity. In the 
Tocaloma area are three operating ranches (Zanardi, Mcisaac and Cheda) and 
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two ranch sites (Jewell and Neil Mcisaac), as well as the North Pacific Coast 
Railroad grade and Tocaloma Bridge, all of which potentially contribute to the 
district. Also, three significant parcels, the Gallagher (North Bend) Ranch, the 
Genazzi Ranch remainder and the Vedanta Society property, are not owned by 
the National Park Service but are within the designated boundaries and would 
be important parts of the proposed historic district. More than eighty 
potentially contributing buildings, structures and features are found in both 
areas. 

Most of these ranches and sites appear to have regional historical 
significance in agriculture, industry and architecture. Future management of 
the area as a historic district/cultural landscape will be the key challenge to 
park planners over the coming years. Striking a proper balance between 
historic resource management and natural resource management is an 
especially important challenge. 

Overall, the cultural landscape of the Olema Valley ranches may carry 
the greatest significance and integrity. While a number of ranch complexes 
have disappeared over the years, the texture of the ranching character of the 
valley and most of the landscape values remains intact. On an individual basis, 
the best of these complexes in terms of significance and integrity are the 
Wilkins, Teixeira, Giacomini, Mclsaac and Zanardi Ranches. 

The ranches not named above contain only portions of the original dairy 
complex, for instance, only the house and larger barns remain at the Truttman 
Ranch, and the house at the McFadden Ranch has been significantly remodeled; 
these ranches retain their historic significance more through the values of a 
cultural landscape, where the continuum of use and changing policies are 
evident, than through the character of the buildings and structures. Of course, 
many ranches no longer exist at all; some of these sites, however, still contain 
significant landscape remains such as trees or foundations, and have potential 
for historic archeology . 
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B. Research and Recordation 

1. National Register Nominations 

Following the criteria of National Register Bulletin 30, Guidelines for 
Evaluating and Documenting Rural Historic Landscapes, it is proposed that the 
Olema Valley and Lagunitas Creek ranches be listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as a rural historic district. The boundaries of the district, to be 
named the Olema Valley Ranches Historic District, would be all that land in the 
Olema Valley lying between Bolinas Lagoon and Tamales Bay, delineated as 
follows: on the south, the southern boundary of the Wilkins Ranch; on the 
west, Highway 1 to the Point Reyes National Seashore boundary at Dogtown, 
then Pine Gulch Creek north to the northern line of the former Biesler Ranch 
and then Olema Creek to the head of Tomales Bay, and including a portion of 
Bear Valley Ranch to the west of Olema Creek; on the north, the northern 
boundaries of the Genazzi and Gallagher ranches; on the east, the eastern 
boundaries of the Gallagher, Zanardi, Mcisaac and Cheda ranches, then the 
western boundary of Samuel P. Taylor State Park and the western boundary of 
the lands of the Marin Municipal Water District from the State Park to the 
southeast corner of the Wilkins Ranch. This district encompasses most of the 
lands in Golden Gate National Recreation Area now managed by the 
Superintendent, Point Reyes National Seashore (excepting those lands north of 
Lagunitas Creek and Point Reyes Station), and three former ranch parcels, the 
Teixeira and Hagmaier ranches and the eastern part of the Bear Valley Ranch, 
which are within the boundaries of Point Reyes National Seashore. 

Based upon the guidelines of the U. S. Department of the Interior, 
National Register of Historic Places, the proposed Olema Valley Ranches 
Historic District is considered to possess regional significance in the following 
categories: 

Function and Use: 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION 

single dwellings: residences, homesteads 
secondary dwellings: bunk houses 
secondary structures: dairies, storage 

sheds, garages 
camps: hunting campsites 

school: schoolhouse 
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AGRICULTURE/ SUBSISTENCE 
processing: dairies 
storage: granary, silo, butter storage 
agricultural field: pasture, crop fields 
animal facility: stockyard, barn, chicken 

coop 
agricultural outbuilding: wagon shed, 

toolhouse, barn 

INDUSTRY/ PROCESSING/EXTRACTION 
manufacturing facility: butter and cheese 

factory 
waterworks: reservoirs, dams 
mining: copper mines, lime kilns 

LANDSCAPE forest: windbreaks, boundary lines 

TRANSPORTATION 
road-related: ranch roads, highway 
pedestrian-related: trails 
rail-related: narrow gauge railroad grade 

Areas of Significance: 
AGRICULTURE 
ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 
EDUCATION 
ETHNIC HERITAGE 

-· . EXPLQRATION /SETTLEMENT 
INDUSTRY 
MARITIME HISTORY 
SOCIAL HISTORY 
TRANSPORTATION 
MINING 

The land and properties within the boundaries of Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, containing the historically significant dairy ranches discussed 
in this report, shall be nominated as a rural historic district to the National 
Register of Historic Places as significant in the above categories. A potential 
amendment as a cultural landscape may occur when funding permits further 
study of the landscape of the area. Cultural landscape elements which need 
immediate protection pending acceptance to the National Register include 
historic roads and routes, fences and fencelines, water systems and ranch tree 
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groves. Individual or windbreak groves of trees, both at surviving ranches as 
well as vanished ones, even though considered exotics (such as eucalyptus), • 
should be considered as historic resources and be preserved. 

2. Further Study: Cultural Landscape Report 

The Olema Valley section of Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
possesses one of the outstanding cultural landscapes within the National Park 
System. The Department of the Interior defines a rural historic landscape as: 

a geographic area that historically has been used by 
people, or shaped or modified by human activity, 
occupancy, or intervention, and that possesses a 
significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of 
areas of land use, vegetation, buildings and structures, 
roads and waterways, and natural features. 

These former dairy ranches exhibit integrity in all eleven landscape 
characteristics outlined by the National Register of Historic Places as essential 
features to a rural historic landscape: land use and activities; patterns of spatial • 
organization; response to natural environment; cultural traditions; circulation 
networks; boundary demarcations; vegetation related to land use; buildings, 
structures, and objects; clusters; archeological sites; and small-scale elements.235 

The park's Statement for Management (1992) recommends cultural 
landscape studies for many areas of the park, including the Olema Valley: 

Although relatively extensive attention has been paid 
to the historic structures of the park, its historic 
landscape values remain largely unsurveyed and 
unevaluated. This is primarily due to the fact that a 
full appreciation and understanding of cultural 
landscape values has only recently found its way into 
National Park Service management practices . 

. . . The entire park bears the evidence of more than 

235See National Register Bulletin Number 30, "Guidelines for Evaluating and Documenting 
Rural Historic Landscapes," published by the U. S. Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service, Interagency Resources Division. • 
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200 years of intensive use and much of that evidence 
potentially represents important cultural values. The 
dynamic nature of many of these potential resources 
presents a compelling reason not to delay their study. 
Changes in agricultural practices in the Olema Valley 
can rapidly begin to turn grasslands into shrublands. 

It is recommended that a Cultural Landscape Study (CLS) be undertaken 
for the Olema Valley, using the information contained in this study as a 
foundation which already provides evaluations of the historical significance and 
historic integrity of the ranches. This is especially important as the significant 
landscape features in the area disappear or are altered, such as fence lines, 
abandoned historic roads, and structures undergoing change of use. Included in 
the task directive for a CLS should be the preparation or modification of 
National Register nominations to incorporate cultural landscape characteristics. 

It is also recommended that a series of Historic Structures Reports (HSR) 
be undertaken for the ranches, and subsequent Historic Structure Preservation 
Guides (HSPG) be prepared. These studies could be done efficiently by 
grouping structure types, because of the similarity between ranches and their 
structures; one HSPG for all the Point Reyes and Olema Valley ranches could 
cover recommended treatments of a typical dairy house, hay barn, etc., after a 
structure-by-structure evaluation of the individual ranches. This is especially 
important as a means of education for the ranch lessee towards understanding 
NPS preservation policy and guidelines. 

3. Interpretation 

Lying as it does along State Highway One and Sir Francis Drake 
Highway, the Olema Valley area is lacking in interpretation programs directed 
at the approximately two million visitors per year to the area. Currently there 
are no wayside exhibits outside of the Bear Valley Visitor Center area, and a 
small brochure available at Point Reyes National Seashore is inadequate. The 
Park broadcasts a 1610 AM radio announcement giving general park 
information with reference to the Olema Valley. 

The Interpretive Prospectus (1989) for Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area's north district details a number of plans for interpretation in the Olema 
Valley and Tocaloma area, including media at all trailheads (some of which have 
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yet to be developed), improved entrance signage, and a picnic area at the 
McCurdy Trailhead. The IP also discusses the need for various publications and • 
brochures about the area. These are needed to specifically interpret the 
ranching and mining history of the area. Some sites, such as the Randall House 
or the Olema lime kilns, could act as "discovery" sites where visitors could 
wander around a site and learn about the history of the area. Publications 
could detail the significance of the area and encourage appreciation and 
preservation of the historic landscape. 

4. Archeology 

Surveys of both prehistoric and historic archeological resources should be 
completed and included in the recommended CLS. As few surveys have been 
undertaken in the Olema Valley and Lagunitas Creek areas, little is known 
about the prehistoric settlement of the area. Unrecorded archeological sites are 

especially susceptible to vandalism and looting. 

c. Preservation Recommendations 

The historic ranches of the Olema Valley and Tocaloma area are 
currently in need of preservation activity, as the reservors and permitees are 
not familiar with NPS preservation standards. At least two ranches, Wilkins 
and Stewart, stand out as having outstanding upkeep, but the Secretary's 

Standards for Rehabilitation are not being followed in many specific cases. It is 
recommended that the ranches in current use for agriculture be preserved and 
the ranching activity continued, and that a program of cooperative education 
and financing for the stabilization of buildings and landscape be implemented. 
Also, the 1980 GMP may warrant revisions to management zones based on 
potential findings of a proposed Cultural Landscape Report. 

Park managers should refer to the updated (1995) List of Classified 
Structures which details construction, condition, impacts, management 
categories, proposed treatments with cost estimates and maintenance 
responsibilities. The LCS is a valuable tool for investigating and tracking 
individual historic structures in the park and its use is essential for efficient 
management of cultural resources in the parks. 
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As the nation's principal con~ervation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibllity 
for most of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering 
sound use of our land and water resources; protecting our fish. wildlife, and biological diversity; 
preserving the environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places; 
and providi_ng for the enjoymeht of life through outdoor recreation. Th.e department assesses 
our energy and mineral resources and works to ensute that their development is in the best 
interests of all 01!T people by encouraging stewar<\ship and citizen participation' in their care . 

• 
The department also has a major ~esponsibility for American Indian,reservation ~o!Ilmunities 
and for people who live in island territories under U.S. administration. 
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