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WE RE J O IN IN G  T H E M E T R IC  W O R L D

The National Park Service is introducing metric  
measurements in its publications to  help A m eri­
cans become acquainted  w ith  the  m etr ic  system  
and to make in terpretation  m o re  m ean ingfu l for  
park visitors f rom  other nations.

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

L ehm an Caves  N a t io n a l  M o n u m e n t  is a d m in is ­
te re d  by th e  N a t io n a l  P a rk  S e rv ic e ,  U .S . D e ­
p a r tm e n t  o f th e  In te r io r .  A s u p e r in te n d e n t ,  
w h o s e  a d d r e s s  is B a k e r ,  N V  8 9 3 1 1 ,  is in 
im m e d ia te  charge .

As the  Nation's  principal conservation  agency, the  
Departm ent o f  the  In ter io r  has responsibility fo r  
most o f our nationally o w n ed  public lands and  
natural resources. This includes foster ing  the  
wisest use of o ur land and w a te r  resources, p ro ­
tecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the  en­
vironmental and cultural values o f  o u r  national  
parks and historical places, and providing fo r  the  
enjoym ent o f  l ife  th rou gh  o utdo or recreat ion . The  
Departm ent assesses o u r  energy  and mineral re ­
sources and w orks  to  assure th a t  th e ir  develop­
ment is in th e  best interests o f  all o u r  people. The  
Departm ent also has a m ajor responsibility fo r  
American Indian reservation com m unit ies and for  
people w ho  live in Island Territor ies  under U.S.  
administration.

In th e  h e a r t  o f  a re g io n  o f  w id e  bas ins  and  h igh  
m o u n ta in  ran g e s  lies L e h m a n  C aves N a t io n a l  
M o n u m e n t .  I t  is on  th e  e a s te rn  f la n k  o f  W h e e le r  
Peak (3 ,982  m e te rs  — 1 3 ,0 6 3  fee t) ,  o n e  o f  t h e  h ig h ­
es t  m o u n ta in s  in th e  G re a t  Bas in  and  th e  p in n a c le  
o f  t h e  im p re s s iv e  S nake  R ange, on  th e  e a s te rn  
e dge  o f  N evada. E a s tw a rd ,  b e y o n d  th e  f la ts  o f  
S nake  Va l ley ,  r ise  ra n g e  a f t e r  ra n g e  o f  m o u n ta in s ,  
fa d in g  in to  th e  hazy d is tance .

The  m o n u m e n t ,  c o n ta in in g  2 5 9  h e c ta re s  (640  
acres) ,  is in th e  p in y o n  p in e  and  j u n ip e r  be l t ,  a t  an 
a ve ra g e  e le v a t io n  o f  2 ,1 3 3  m e te rs  (7 ,000  fee t) .  
On o p p o s i te  s ides  o f  th e  m o n u m e n t  a re  B a k e r  and 
L e hm an  C reeks .  T hese  p e re n n ia l  s t re a m s  f l o w  o u t  
o f  t h e  g la c ia te d  c a n y o n s  to  th e  n o r t h  a n d  s o u th  
o f  W h e e le r  P e a k ,  in  H u m b o l d t  N a t io n a l  Fores t .

In th e  spr ing  and  ear ly  s u m m e r ,  m an y  kinds of  
w i ld f lo w e rs  b lo om , inc luding  lup ine , y e l lo w  
aster ,  la rk s p u r ,  lo c o w e e d ,  g lo b e m a l lo w ,  c o lu m ­
bine, p r ic k lep o p p y ,  and  cactu s .  As  th e  season  
advan ces ,  th e  b lossom s a p p e a r  h ig h e r  up th e  
sides o f th e  m o u n ta in s .  In la te  s u m m e r ,  f lo w e rs  
blo om  in p ro fu s io n  in th e  h igh c o u n t r y  and  
along s tre a m s . In a u tu m n ,  th e  m o u n ta in  slopes  
are  s tre a k ed  w ith  th e  b lazing  gold  o f  aspen . For  
fu l ly  h a lf  th e  y e a r  th e  h ig h e r  peaks a re  c lo th ed  
in a g lis ten ing  m a n tle  o f  s n o w .

M u le  d ee r  can  be seen fee d in g  in th e  h ig h e r  
m e a d o w s  or b o u n d in g  a w a y  t h r o u g h  th e  fores ts  
of p ine, spruce , f ir ,  and  m o u n ta in -m a h o g a n y .  
C o u g ars  a re  n o t  u n k n o w n ,  and  you  m a y  see an  
occas ion a l  c o y o te .  O w ls , b lu eb irds ,  d ippers ,  
and  m an y  o th e r  b irds  a re  fo u n d  in th e  m o n u ­
m e n t  and  a long n e a rb y  s tream s .

H I S T O R Y

Ind ians u n d o u b te d ly  k n e w  o f  th e  c ave  long b e ­
fo r e  th e  f i rs t  w h i te  se tt le rs  a r r iv e d .  T h e re  is, 
h o w e v e r ,  less c e r ta in ty  as to  h o w  th e  bon es  o f  
severa l Ind ians g o t  in to  th e  cave.

A l th o u g h  th e  f i rs t  w r i t t e n  m e n t io n  o f  th e  cave  
is fo u n d  in an 1 8 8 5  n e w s p a p e r ,  it is possible  
t h a t  it w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  s o m e w h a t  e a r l i e r  by 
h o m es te a d e rs  o r  m in ers . A b sa lo m  S. L eh m an ,  
w h o  m o ved  to  th e  area  in th e  la te  1 8 6 0 's ,w a s  
p ro b a b ly  th e  f i rs t  to  rea l ize  th e  specia l  in te res t  
of th e  cave. T ak in g  t im e  o f f  f ro m  his ra n c h in g ,  
he e x p lo re d  th e  c ave  and  g u ided  p ar t ies  th ro u g h  
its u n d e rg ro u n d  g al le r ies  f ro m  a b o u t  1 8 8 5  until 
his d ea th  in 1 8 9 1 .

G E O L O G Y

W h e e le r  Peak has been  ca rv e d  in to  its p resen t  
s h a p e  b y  m o u n t a in  g la c i e r s  a t  t h e  h e a d s  o f  
B aker and  L eh m an  C reeks ,  and  by ru sh in g  w a ­
ters  o f  th e s e  and  o th e r  s tre a m s . This  p eak  is 
t h e  h ig h e s t  p o i n t  on  t h e  v a s t  a r c h  o f  t h i c k  
q u a r tz i te ,  o r ig in a l ly  a sand s to ne .  On th e  east  
f lan k  o f  th e  p eak is l im es to n e  o f  C a m b r ia n  age.

A g ra n i te  in trus ion  a t  th e  c o n ta c t  o f th e  q u a r tz ­
ite and  l im es to n e  had li tt le  e f fe c t  on th e  fo r m e r ,  
but its h ea t  did ch a n g e  som e o f th e  l im estone  
to  its m e ta m o rp h ic  s ta te ,  m arb le .  It is in these  
rocks  th a t  th e  L eh m a n  Caves h ave been  f o r m e d .

M il l io n s  o f  yea rs  ago, w h e n  th e  Sn ake  Range  
w as  h ig h e r  and ru g g e d  and  th e  c l im ate  was  

m u c h  m o re  h u m id ,  th e  f i rs t  s tag e  in th e  f o r m a ­
t ion  o f  th e  caves b eg an .  W a te r ,  c h a rg e d  w ith  
c arb o n  d iox ide , f i l led  t h e  c racks  and  jo in t  p lanes  
in th e  m arb le ,  w id e n in g  and e n la rg in g  th e m  as 
th e  process o f  so lu tio n  c o n t in u e d .  The  m o re  
s o lu b le  r o c k  w a s  d is s o lv e d ,  l e a v in g  la r g e ,  
vau lted  ro o m s, and  fa u l t  and jo in t  p lanes  w e re  
w id e n e d  into c o n n e c t in g  p ass a g e w a y s  until  
th e y  even tu a l ly  fo r m e d  a labyr in th  o f s tra ig h t  
c o r r id o rs  and sm alle r  w in d in g  tu n n e ls  c o n ­
n ec t in g  la rg e r  ch a m b e rs .

As th e  c l im a te  b ec a m e  less h um id  and  th e  w a te r  
tab le  g ra d u a l ly  lo w e re d  b e lo w  th e  c ave  f loor ,  
th e  process o f  c ave  d ec o ra t io n  b eg an .  The cal- 
c ite - laden  w a te r ,  seep in g  d o w n  th r o u g h  th e  
o ve r ly in g  ro ck ,  g a th e r e d  as d ro p s  o r  spread  
o u t  in th in  f i lm s  on th e  ceil ings and  sides o f  th e  
ca v ern s ,  and d ep o s ited  so m e o f its load as d r ip ­
s to n e.  As a resu lt ,  m yr iad s  o f  s ta lac t ites  d e ­
ve lo p ed  f ro m  th e  ceil ings, and kept  g ro w in g  
lo n g e r  and  th ic k e r .  W a t e r  d r ip p in g  f ro m  s ta lac ­
t i tes  built  up s tu b b y  s ta lag m ites .  In p laces, th in  
f i lm s  o f ca lc iu m -lad en  w a te r  f lo w in g  d o w n  th e  
w alls  bu ilt  g ra c e fu l  d ra p e r ie s  and  t ra n s p a re n t  
r ib b o n l ike  "b acon  str ips"  o f  ca lc iu m  c a rb o n a te .

T hin , ro u n d  disks o f ca lc i te  f o r m  th e  u n c o m m o n  
c a v e  f o r m a t i o n s  c a l l e d  s h ie ld s  o r  p a l l e t t e s ,  
w h ic h  a re  a b u n d a n t  th r o u g h o u t  L eh m a n  Caves.  
U sually  o c c u rr in g  in a n g u la r  posit ions on the  
walls  and  f lo o rs ,  th e s e  fo r m a t io n s  rem a in  a 
g eo log ica l  puzzle .

Pools o f  w a te r  on th e  f lo o rs  h ave built  b ea u ti ­
fu l ly  te r r a c e d  m in ia tu re  d am s a ro u n d  the ir  
edges and  w eb - l ike  r id ges  o f  ro c k  th r o u g h o u t  
th e  pools th e m s e lv e s .  H u g e ,  f lu te d  co lu m n s  
reach  f ro m  f lo o r  to  c e il in g . T h ese  co lu m n s , w ith  
th e i r  re p e a te d  "n odes,"  o r te r ra c e s ,  seen also 
on s ta lag m ites ,  a re  a b u n d a n t  in L eh m an  Caves.  
T w is t in g  helic t i tes ,  p ecu l ia r ,  p o p c o rn l ik e  lum ps,  
and  f ro s ty  in c ru s ta t io n s  g r o w  on m an y  o f  th e  
fo r m a t io n s  and  c o v e r  w alls  and ceil ings w h e r e  
o th e r  f o r m s  o f  d e c o ra t io n s  do  n o t  o ccu r.  S o m e  
a re  b u f f  o r c h o c o la te ,  o th e rs  c re a m y  w h ite ,  
o ra n g e ,  o r red.

A lo ng  th e  tra i l ,  w h ic h  w in d s  a m o n g  w e ird  s ta ­
lag m ites  ta l le r  th a n  a m an , a re  " to m -to m s ,"  
s tra n g e  s tone  faces ,  an im als ,  f ig u r in e s ,  rippled  
o v e rh e a d  c u r ta in s  o f s to n e ,  and  ro o m s  w ith  
h ig h -a rch ed  and colo r-sp lashed  ceil ings. Rock  
fo r m s ,  c o lo r ,  and  s h a d o w  s t im u la te  one's  im a g i­
n a t io n .  No tw o  ro o m s  a re  alike: each  has its 
o w n  set  o f e lem en ts .
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A B O U T  Y O U R  V I S I T

FOR YOUR SAFETY

W hile  in the cave, w atch  fo r low  ceilings 
and slippery conditions. Use the handrails 
and stay w ith  your group.
jf you have a heart condition or have d ifficu lty  
in breathing, rem em ber the  high elevation and 
take it easy.
During the summer months be on the lookout fo r 
rattlesnakes. Avoid going through the brush 
and when walking the nature tra il, always stay 
on the pathway.

The m o n u m e n t  is 8  k i lo m e te r s  (5 m iles)  w e s t  o f  
Bake r ,  Nev.,  nea r  th e  N evada -U tah  b o u n d a ry .  
U.S. 6 and  50  a re  16 k i lo m e te r s  (10 m iles)  t o  th e  
n o r th ,  and U.S. 93  is 6 4  k i lo m e te rs  (40  m iles) to  
th e  w es t.

T r ip s  th r o u g h  th e  cave  a re  c o n d u c te d  e v e ry  day 
o v e r  a 1 -k i lo m e te r  (2 /3 -m i le )  paved t r a i l  w i t h  s ta i r ­
w ays .  A b o u t  1 -1 /2  h o u rs  a re  re q u i re d  f o r  th e  to u r .  
A  m o d e rn  e le c t r ic a l  sys te m  p ro v id e s  in d i r e c t  l i g h t ­
ing .  T he  t e m p e r a tu r e  ave rages  a c h i l ly  1 0 °C  
(50°F );  w a r m  c lo th in g  is su g g es te d .  C h i ld re n  u n ­
d e r  16 m u s t  be a c c o m p a n ie d  by an a d u l t .

F lash p h o to g r a p h y  is p e rm i t te d ,  b u t  no  t r ip o d s ,  
p lease.

T he  N a t io n a l  Park  S e rv ic e  m a in ta in s  p ic n ic  fa c i l i ­
t ie s  in th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  a rea, a n d  a c o n c e s s io n e r  
sells re f re s h m e n ts ,  m ea ls ,  and  s o u v e n i rs  f r o m  
A p r i l  t h r o u g h  O c to b e r .  T h e re  a re  no  o v e rn ig h t  
a c c o m m o d a t io n s ,  a n d  c a m p in g  is n o t  a l low ed .  
H u m b o ld t  N a t io n a l  F o re s t ,  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  m o n u ­
m en t ,  has f o u r  c a m p g ro u n d s .

PLEASE HELP P R O T E C T  YO U R  M O N U M E N T

Keep y o u r  p e ts  on  leash  o r  in y o u r  c a r ;  th e y  are 
n o t  p e rm i t te d  in  th e  b u i ld in g s  o r  in t h e  caves.

F ires a re  a l lo w e d  o n ly  in  th e  p ic n ic  a rea.

F low e rs ,  t re e s ,  ro c k s ,  and  o th e r  n a tu ra l  f e a tu re s  
m u s t  n o t  be m a r re d ,  d e s t ro y e d ,  o r  r e m o v e d .

Do  n o t  d is tu rb ,  in ju re ,  o r  k i l l  t h e  w i ld l i fe .

P ro s p e c t in g  a n d  lo c a t in g  m in e ra l  c la im s  w i th in  
th e  m o n u m e n t  b o u n d a r ie s  a re  n o t  a l lo w e d .

W h i le  in th e  caves , p lease  s ta y  on  t h e  t ra i l  a n d  w i th  
y o u r  g u id e  a t  al l t im e s .  Do n o t  re m o v e ,  to u c h ,  
b reak ,  m a rk ,  o r  d e fa c e  t h e  w a l ls  o r  a n y  fo rm a t io n s .


