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Late 18th-century European
naturalists found a botanically
rich world new to them in the
mountainous homelands of
the Cherokee Indians. New
organisms continue to be dis-
covered.

Cherokees adapted quickly to
great changes that newcom-
ers brought. Even before the
Revolutionary War they were
deeply involved in the fur trade
with Europe, via Charleston,
South Carolina. Long after the
Trail of Tears, ethnologist
James Mooney came to study
the Eastern Cherokee who
had managed to stay. He pho-
tographed Walini, right, on the
Qualla Reservation in 1888.

When the park was created in
the 1920s and 1930s from
largely private lands, many
buildings of varied construc-
tion stood here. In the 1930s
the National Park Service
decided to save mostly the log
buildings. Only a few frame
dwellings, mills, and churches
remain.

Travel and local-color writers
stereotyped mountain people
as backward and geographi-
cally isolated. In fact, pre-park
residents took part in the im-
mense changes of the larger
society of that time, and they
actively engaged in the cash-
based market economy.

-
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Walini, in 1888

Fire Pink

Mollie McCarter
Ogle and Mattie

Essentials for Seeing the Smokies

Season by season tips for see-
ing Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park are found in the
Smokies Guide, the official park
newspaper. Read its important
information on safety and regu-
lations to protect you and the
park’s natural and cultural fea-
tures. Copies are available at
visitor centers and other park
locations for a small fee.

Please ask at a visitor center
for accessibility information.

Visitor centers—at Sugarlands,
Cades Cove, and Oconaluftee—
are great information sources.
See their exhibits, talk with a
ranger, and find out how to
make the most of your time
here. Browse their book shops
for the official Great Smoky
Mountains National Park Hand-
book, At Home in the Smokies,
and other guidebooks, maps,
and videos.

Or check the park’s website at
www.nps.gov/grsm for current
events and programs, park in-
formation, and links to sites
about research on natural and
cultural aspects of the park. Re-
search by the park staff, coop-
erating federal and state agen-
cies, and independent and uni-
versity scientists and scholars
plays an important role in deci-
sions about managing the park.

From your car you can see
much of what the Smokies offer,
including wildflowers, flowering
trees, colorful fall foliage, moun-
tain vistas, and historic build-
ings. Newfound Gap Road (U.S.

441), the main road across the
mountains, is itself a famous
scenic drive. Other park roads —
see map—offer glimpses of the
park’s natural and cultural her-
itage. Park roads also link you
to self-guiding trails and short
footpaths to other park attrac-
tions for more intimate insights
into this great public treasure.

Taking a park trail can be the
best way to sense how directly
you are related to the world of
nature. Walking even a short
distance from park roads can
put you in a totally different
world. The lack of human-gen-
erated noise opens up the world
of natural sounds for you.

Simply being inside the magnif-
icent forests can be a full-spec-
trum sensory experience—rich
with sights, sounds, smells, and
that special skin warmth felt
when isolated light rays pene-
trate the deep shade cast by a
forest canopy. Dwarfed by the
big trees, your sense of scale
may even be altered.

The Appalachian Trail threads
nearly the length of the national
park along the Smokies’ crest
and Tennessee-North Carolina
border. This national scenic trail
goes north to Maine’s Mount
Katahdin and south to Georgia’s
Springer Mountain. Volunteers
coordinated by the nonprofit
Appalachian Trail Conference
maintain it. On the two-mile
stretch between Newfound and
Indian gaps, accessible near the
Newfound Gap parking lot, you
can see wildflowers in spring or

look down at colorful foliage in
fall. And then you can tell peo-
ple: “I walked part of the 2,155-
mile-long Appalachian Trail.”

Bicycling is especially popular
on the Cades Cove Loop Road.
Ask about special “bicyclist and
pedestrian only” hours on the
loop road in summer. At Cades
Cove you cycle on the 11-mile
road through open fields encir-
cled by mountains. And you can
stop at the many historic build-
ings preserved there. Bicycles
are allowed on park roads, but
many are winding, steep, or nar-
row and shared by many motor-
ists new to mountain driving. Bi-
cycles are prohibited on nearly
all park trails; ask at visitor cen-
ters about possible exceptions.

Horseback riding aiso offers a
good pace for seeing the park.
Drive-in horse camps provide
access to backcountry trails,
but space is limited. Horses can
be hired by the hour at several
park locations for guided trail
rides. Horse camps and rentals
are not available for parts of the
winter. Check schedules at a
visitor center, in the Smokies
Guide, or on the park website.

Backcountry hiking can im-
merse you in these Southern
Appalachian mountain wild-
lands. Any overnight backcoun-
try use requires a backcountry
use permit. You also need prop-
er equipment, adequate prepa-
ration, specific use information,
and, for some areas, reserva-
tions. Please learn and use
responsible techniques of the

Leave No Trace outdoor ethic.
For the information you will
need, check the park website or
Smokies Guide or call the Back-
country Information Office at
865-436-1297.

This is bear country. To protect
you and the American black
bears here, federal law requires
proper food storage. Store all
food in the trunk of your vehicle
and place all garbage entirely
within bearproof trash cans or
dumpsters. Clean up food
scraps around camp and from
grills and table tops, so bears
won'’t become habituated to
human food and garbage. Such
bears eventually lose their nat-
ural fear of humans and become
aggressive problem bears that
are killed by automobiles, be-
come easy targets for poachers,
or must be destroyed. Please
don’t be bear careless!

Feeding wildlife or picking
plants is subject to a $5,000
fine and six months imprison-
ment.

Have fun learning more about
the park’s nature and history in
programs offered by the Great
Smoky Mountains Institute at
Tremont and by the Smoky
Mountain Field School. Pro-
grams vary from one day to a
week or more and are offered
for ages nine to 17 and for
adults, including elderhostel
participants. Check the Smokies
Guide to find out how you can
participate in learning experi-
ences such as overnights, hik-
ing weeks, summer camp, ca-

noeing, wildlife seminars, elder-
hostels, teacher weekends, and
landscape photography. These
and other programs cover many
topics—backpacking, geology,
spring wildflowers, park history,
and birds and other wildlife of
the park and environs.

Great ways to support the
park include joining the non-
profit Great Smoky Mountains
Natural History Association and
the Friends of Great Smoky
Mountains National Park. Both
groups exist to help the park
and to help you care for, learn
about, and support the park,
including volunteer opportuni-
ties. Find details in the Smokies
Guide or ask at a visitor center.

Pets are permitted in the park
on a leash only but prohibited
on trails or crosscountry hikes.

Getting to the Park
50 Kilometers

0 1 50 Miles

North

International World Heritage
Biosphere Reserve Site

For campground reservations
(other than backcountry) call:
1-800-365-CAMP.

For emergencies call: Park
headquarters, 865-436-1294;
Cherokee (N.C.) police, 828-
497-4131; or Gatlinburg (Tenn.)
police, 865-436-5181.

Great Smoky Mountains
National Park is part of the
National Park System, whose
more than 370 parks preserve
important examples of our na-
tion’s natural and cultural her-
itage unimpaired for this and
future generations. For informa-
tion contact: Superintendent,
Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park, 107 Park Headquar-
ters Road, Gatlinburg, TN
37738; 865-436-1200.
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