


















































































































































































































































the rear, and 17 feet 7 inches on the sides. It was a one-story
structure, with a full loft. The peak was + 17 feet 10 inches
above grade. A stone chimney extended 1 foot above that.

A porch ran the length of the front, northeast, and back
sides of the house. A portion of the back porch was enclosed for
a kitchen area at an unknown later date. Sometime after 1950 the
porches were razed by GSMNP personnel, but some scattered pieces
remained in 1975 (see Figs. 17-19).

When the house collapsed in 1975 some key timbers, especially
plates and joists, and much of the flooring was broken. All the
re-usable parts, including 25 of the logs, have been marked and
stored by Park personnel.

The Cook farm, which was perhaps the earliest permanent
settlement in Little Cataloochee, is in a beautiful setting and
constitutes an ideal spot for the restoration of a farm complex.

¥F. EXISTING CONDITIONS: EXTERIOR OF COOK CABIN

-1. Foundations

The corners on the southwest end of the house rested on flat
stones laid dn grade. The corners of the northeast end of the
house and porch rested on piers of natural stone laid dry. They
averaged 1 foot 1 inch in height.

2. Wall Construction

The walls were constructed of poplar logs, 12 to 18 inches to
face and 5 3/l inches thick, hewn smooth, with chamfer notches at
the corners. There were eight logs and a plate in the front and
rear and nine logs on either end.

The southeast (front) wall was in poor condition just prior
to its collapse. The sill on the south corner of the house had
deteriorated and settling was pronounced. The first three logs
had rotted badly (see Fig. 20).

The northeast wall was comparatively sound. The bottom log
on that side was flat on top and square notched with the front

ang rear sills. It was broken when the cabin collapsed (see Fig.
21).

The northwest (rear) wall was in fair condition. The most
serious damage was to the plate log which was notched to support
the ceiling joists (see Fig. 22).
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The most serious damage to the southwest end of the cabin was
to the window and chimney framing.

The gables were constructed of hewn vertical beams. The center
ones, supporting the end rafters, were 6 inches by 7 inches by 5
feet 8 inches. The vertical supports were covered by rived chestnut
siding of random width. That on the southwest gable was + 10 inches
by 1 inch, and that on the northeast gable was + 8 inches by 1 inch.
Much of the siding, which had weathered badly, was damaged in the
collepse, and none of it remains.

3. Porch

The porch ran the full length of the front, northeast, and rear
sides of the house. It extended 6 feet to the front, 7 feet to the
northeast side, and 10 feet 2% inches to the rear. The floor was
of poplar puncheons. One hewn locust floor joist for the rear porch
measured 7% inches by 8 inches by 10 feet 2% inches. It was lapped
or notched on the underside to rest on the sills.

The north portion of the rear porch, measuring 15 feet in
length was enclosed with vertical siding, + 10 inches by 1 inch,
and served as kitchen. '

Details of the porch rafters and beams are unknown, except
that the beams rested in notches on the plate log which supported
the ceiling joists, and the hewn porch lintel on the front and
side was supported by chamfered posts. The posts, one at each end
of the front porch, two at its midpoint, and one on the northeast
side, were 6 inches by 6 inches at top and bottom, L inches by L
inches at the center, and approximately 6 feet in length. They
were notched into the lintel.

L. Roof

The original shingle roof and laths were replaced in the 1920's
by modern sheathing and hand-split oak shingles. The shingles for
the cabin and rear porch were 6 to 8 inches by 2l inches, laid board
fashion, + 16 inches to the weather. Photos indicate the other
porch roof was laid in similar fashion, + 17 inches to the weather
in the front, and + 20 inches to the weather on the northeast end.

The rear porch roof was a continuation of the main roof. The

other porch roof was attached to the cabin wall a few feet below
the eave of the main roof.
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5. Structural System

The framing system consists entirely of hewn timbers.

The first floor joists were poplar logs, + 9 inches in diame-
ter, hewn flat on top, and lapped or notched on the underside to
rest on the sills. The front sill was 8 inches high by 13 inches
wide, and the rear sill was 8 inches high and 7 inches wide. The
exact spacing and number of floor joists could not be determined,
but there was one at the northeast end end one at the center.

The ceiling joists supporting the loft floor were poplar,
hewn to remarkable precision, L inches by 5 inches, resting in
notches on the plate logs in the front and rear walls, and spaced
+ 2 feet L, inches on center. Most were broken.

The roof framing consists of rafters, windbeams, and plates.
The rafters were poles, 4 to 5 inches in diameter, 9 feet l; inches
in length, hewn slightly flat on top, and spaced 2 feet 5 inches
on center. Their lower ends were pinned to the plates with locust
pegs.

The plates on the front and rear walls were hewn locust, run-
ning the length of the house with an overhang of 8 inches on the
northeast side and 2 feet on the southwest side.

The windbeams, 3 inches by 1 inch, were fastened to the side
of the rafters with locust pegs, and were placed approximately L
feet below the peak of the roof.

6. Exterior Doors

The front door opening was 2 feet 8 inches by 5 feet 10 inches.
The door, of hand-dressed timber, is in good condition, but the frame
is gone. The casing measured 1 inch by 5 inches.

The rear door opening was 3 feet by 5 feet 6 inches. The door
and frame are missing.

T. Windows

There were two windows in the northwest wall of the cabin, one
on each side of the chimney. The window between the chimmey and
the front corner was a 6 over 6 double-hung sash, approximately 2
feet by 3 feet. The window to the left or rear of the chimney was

a 6 over 6 double-hung sash. The frame measured 3 feet by 3 feet 9
inches.
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There was a small window opening, 19 inches square, with 1
inch framing, in the center of the northeast wall, but there is no
evidence of any sash. There may have been a split-board shutter
or panel to cover the opening in cold weather.

Photos indicate a double-hung sash in the rear wall of the
kitchen addition, but dimensions cannot be determined.

None of the sashes or frames was salvageable.
8. Chimney

The chimmey on the southwest side was of native stone. The
bonding material could not be determined. Study of historic photo-
graphs indicates that the chimney was approximately L feet wide at
the base and 2 feet wide at the top. It extended + 2 feet 1 inch
from the cabin wall and extended 1 foot above the peak of the roof.

G. EXISTING CONDITIONS: INTERIOR OF COOK CABIN

1. PFirst Floor

The first floor consisted of one room which served originally
as kitchen, dining, and living area, and at times as bedroom. It
measured 20 feet 4 inches along the front wall, 20 feet 10 inches
on the rear, and 16 feet 7 inches at each end.

Opening onto this room were both first-floor exterior door
entrances, stairs to the loft, three windows, and the fireplace.

The chinks in the walls were ceiled with % inch by 5 inches
rived boards. The walls were covered with pages from magazines

and newspapers for decoration and insulation. The ceiling joists
were exposed.

The flooring was poplar puncheons, almost half-logs, + 10
inches thick, and of random width. Much of the flooring is still
in good condition and has been stored.

The fireplace and hearth were stone but the appearance and
dimensions cannot be determined.

The trim framing the windows and doors could not be located.
In the south corner of the room, to the left as one entered
the front door, was an open string, long L stairway, which had a

landing 3 feet by 3 feet. Each run was supported by two stringers.
The bottom run had six 9-inch risers, and the top run had two
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9-inch risers. The treads were 11 inches by 36 inches by 1 inch.
The stringers and a few of the treads are still in good condition

(see Fig. 23).
2. Loft

The full loft measured the same as the main floor and served as
a sleeping area.

The walls were ceiled as below. The roof structurel system was
exposed.

The flooring was lapped, sawmill lumber, apparently installed
in the 1920's. None of it remains. The nature of the original
flooring is not known, but was probably rived boards.

H. EXISTING CONDITIONS: XITCHEN

A frame kitchen, approximately 15 feet by 10 feet 2% inches,
was created at an unknown time by enclosing a portion of the rear
porch with + 10 inches by 1 inch vertical siding. There was a
double-hung window in the rear wall. There was a wood burning
stove and a stove pipe, but no chimey.

Entry into the kitchen was from the open portion of the back
porch. There was no direct access from the main room.

The kitchen was razed sometime after 1950, and no photographs
other than two showing a remnant of the wall have been found (see
Figs. 18 and 20).

I. EXISTING CONDITIONS OF THE DAN COOK PLACE APPLE HOUSE:
GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Dan Cook Apple House was a part of the Cook farm complex
which stretched north and south on both sides of Coggins Branch.
The ruins of the structure stand in a clearing 82 feet southeast of
Davidson Gap Road, one-half mile south of Little Cataloochee Baptist
Church.

The apple house was built into the side of a hill. To the rear
was a split-rail fence running north and south, and just beyond that
was a trail which led to Nellie Post Office on Big Cataloochee. The
general setting in relation to the Cook Cabin and outbuildings is
described above.

The two-story stone and lumber structure faced northwest, its
four corners at the cardinal points of the compass. It was
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rectangular in plan, 26 feet 8 inches by'32 feet 8 inches, and the
peak of the roof was 21 feet 10 inches above grade (see Fig. 2L).

The name used to denote the building in Park records is a
misnomer, because it was actually erected by W. G. B. (Will) Messer
about 1915, some seven years after the death of his father-in-law,
Daniel Cook. X

The apple house occupied a place of central importance in the
economic history of the region. Apples had become the major cash
crop by 191l, and Will Messer did more to develop that industry
than any other man. He designed this building for commercial pur-
poses, to store and ship the 2500 or more bushels of apples pro-
duced annually in his extensive orchards. Those apples were
shipped to markets as far away as Charlotte and Gastonia, North
Carolina, Greenville, South Carolina, and Knoxville, Tennessee.

Three features distinguished the structure architecturally:
its size, the thickness of its stone walls, and the manner in which
the upper story was insulated.

Some time after 1950, the upper story of the apple house was
removed and sold, leaving the timbers and stone walls exposed to
the weather. The joists and sills have decayed so badly that they
are no longer useable. The mortar has crumbled and portions of
the stone walls have caved in. The window sashes and doors have
all disappeared.

The information contained in this report comes from a study of
historic photographs, interviews, and examination and measurement
of the remains. All dimensions of the second story and roof are
approximate.

J. EXISTING CONDITIONS: EXTERIOR OF APPLE HOUSE

1. PFoundations

Preliminary, limited archaeological examination indicates that
the structure rests on stone spread footings, l; feet wide and 1 foot
deep.

2. Wall Construction

The walls of the first floor are of worked native stone and
are 6 feet l; inches by 2 feet 5 inches. This exceptional (perhaps
unique) thickness was for purposes of insulation. Much of the origi-
nal mortar has washed away. As a consequence, the north corner has

crumbled, and here and there on the interior stones have become .dis~
lodged (see Figs. 25-27).
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Historic photographs reveal that the second-story walls were
of chestnut siding, 1 inch by 10 inches. An interview with the
last man to use the structure revealed that a 6-inch space between
the exterior and interior walls was filled with sawdust for insu-
lation.

The gable walls were chestnut siding, 1 inch by 6 inches.
3. Roof

The original gable roof was hand-split oak shingles, laid in
12 courses board fashion, + 18 inches to the weather. The eaves
were 2 feet on each side.

4. Structural System

Hewn chestnut sills, 7% inches by 8% inches by 32 feet 5 inches
long, rested on top of the stone walls on the northeast and south-
west walls. The ceiling joists (sleepers for the second floor) were
also hewn chestnut, 9% to 10 inches by 7 inches, and + 2 feet 6
inches on center. They ran the width of the building and were hewn
flat on top and bottom and lap-jointed to fit flush with the top of
the sill. Most of these timbers are still in place, but none is
sound (see Fig. 28).

The roof framing consisted of rafters, windbeams, and plates,
but the dimensions and materials are not known.

5. Exterior Doors

The front (northwest) door opening is 3 feet l inches by 6
feet L} inches. The board and batten door, which was approximately
.3 feet by 6 feet 6 inches, the frame, and the casing are missing.

There was also a board and batten door on the front of the
second floor, which was reached by a moveable ladder. Historic
photographs indicate that the door on the upper level was 3 feet
Ly inches by 6 feet 8 inches.

The rear door opening which provided direct entry into the
second story was approximately 6 feet by 6 feet.

6. Windows
There are six window openings in the first floor walls: two on
the northeast, two on the northwest, and two on the southwest. Four

of the openings are |, feet wide on the interior side and narrow to
2 feet 5 inches at the exterior. The other two, on either side of
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the north corner of the building, are 2 feet 5 inches wide at both
the interior and exterior edges. All of the openings are |, feet
high. The framing is missing, but earlier photographs indicate
that the windows were 6 over 6 double-hung sashes, approximately

2 feet 3 inches by 3 feet 9 inches. There were also board covers
which were placed over the windows in cold weather.

Directly beneath each of the front windows and below and 1
foot 7 inches to the right of the west (front) window on the south-
west wall, were vents, 5 inches by 5 inches, framed by 1 inch by
6 inch lumber.

There were two windows on the front of the second story, one
on either side of the door. Photographs show that they were 6-
light, single, moveable sashes which swung open horizontally for
ventilation. They were approximately 2 feet 3 inches by 2 feet 3
inches.) The casing appears to be 1 inch by 6 inch boards (see
Fig. 24).

K. EXISTING CONDITIONS: INTERIOR OF APPLE HOUSE

l. First Floor

The first floor consisted of one room used for grading and
packing, and for storage of those varieties of apples which would
keep during the winter and be sold later. It measures 21 feet 10
inches by 27 feet 10 inches.

Opening onto this room were the first-floor exterior door
entrance, six windows, and three small vents. There was no direct
access from this floor to the floor above.

The ceiling joists were exposed.

Inside the front door was an area, approximately 8 feet by 16
feet, for grading and barreling the apples. Running the length of
the northeast and southwest walls, and extending into the room
some 3 feet, were storage bins with sawdust in the bottoms. In
the center of the room was another storage area, approximately 9
feet 6 inches by 16 feet 6 inches, separated from the rear wall
and the side bins by aisles 3 feet wide. All of the bing were
approximately 3 feet 6 inches deep. The sides of the bins were
little sawmill strips about 1 inch thick and spaced about 2 inches
apart to allow for circulation of the air (see Fig. 29).h

Lmark Hannah Interview, July 30, 1975.
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2. Second Floor

The second floor consisted of one room also used for grading
and packing and for storing those apples which would not keep
during the winter and had to be shipped early. It measured 25
feet 6 inches by 31 feet 6 inches.

Opening onto this room were both second-floor exterior door
entrances, and two windows.

The interior walls were 1 inch by 8 inch sawmill lumber
nailed to studs, 2 inches by 6 inches. The ceiling joists were
exposed.

Along the northeast and southwest walls and on either side
of the front door were storage bins similar to the ones on the
first floor.

Nothing is known of the interior trim around the windows and
doors.

L. EXISTING CONDITIONS OF THE WILL MESSER BARN: GENERAL
DESCRIPTION

The Will Messer Barn stands on a gentle, heavily-wooded slope
195 feet north of the Davidson Gap Trail, one quarter of a mile
south of the Dan Cook Cabin. A footpath leads from the trail to
the south side of the barm.

The barn was once surrounded by open fields and pasture (see
Fig. 30). Twenty-one feet south of the southwest corner of the
barn is a stone fence (L feet wide) which runs westward up the
hill. Extending eastward down the hill was a rail fence which had
a slip-gap entrance at a point opposite the southeast corner of
the barn. The stone fence is still intact, but only a few posts
of the rail fence remain.

The barn was one of the outbuildings of a farm complex
erected by W. G. B. (Will) Messer between 1895 and 1905. A one
and one-half story log house, built in 1898, stood 200 feet east
of the barn and 140 feet north of Davidson Gap Trail. The house,
which faced south, was of hewn ash and poplar logs and was described
in 1935 as: 24 feet by 16 feet with 7 foot porches running the
length of the house in front and rear. There was a kitchen on the
east end of the back porch and an exceptionally fine stone chimmey
on the west side of the house. There were 5 logs for the first
story, and L4 logs for the second. The joists, rafters, and
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sheathing were hewn timbers (see Fig. 31). The house was dis-
mantled at an unknown date thereafter, and only a few scattered
timbers remain.

Across the trail, some 190 feet south of the house,was a
springhouse. No trace of it remains.

A two~story, log and stone, apple house, 20 feet 3 inches
by 15 feet 10 inches, stood 13l feet south of the barn and 93
feet northwest of the point where the footpath from the barn joins
Davidson Gap Trail (see Fig. 32). That apple house was removed
and restored by Park Service personnel and is now a part of the
Pioneer Farmstead at Oconaluftee. Only the ruins of the stone
foundation remain at the original site.

The barn is rectangular in plan, LO feet 6 inches by 30 feet
L inches. The peak is + 28 feet L inches above the grade line.

The log and lumber structure is representative of the larger
barns in the area and is the sole remaining one in Little
Cataloochee. It was built of native stone and timber (chestnut,
hemlock, poplar, locust, and oak) around the turn of the century,
but the hewn logs for the walls of the stall portion ceme from an
older structure. The nature and location of that earlier struc-
ture are not known, but "Conard," the name of an earlier family
who lived north of the Messer farm, is written on one of the logs.

The barn has two distinguishing features: the gable-on~hip
roof, which is unusual for the area, and a unique handmade wooden-
spring latch on the door of the center stall.

The barn has fallen into disrepair and the fabric is deteriorat-
ing rapidly. The shingles have rotted, and the roof is leaking badly.
The laths are in poor condition. Immediate attention should be given
to repair of the roof to prevent further deterioration. There is
already extensive rotting of the loft floor as a result of water
damage. The chestnut siding is badly weathered, much of it has been
removed and some that remains is so warped as to be unuseable.

Some of the logs need to be replaced. Except for some signs of
decay on the ends of a few timbers, the structural framing is still
sound. Stabilization needs to be undertaken as soon as possible.

M. EXISTING CONDITIONS: EXTERIOR OF MESSER BARN

1. Foundations

The west end of the barn rests on four posts, two of which are
6 inches, and two of which are T inches, in diameter. The west
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wall of the loft rests on four posts, each 9 inches in diameter.
The southeast corner rests on a post 8 inches in diameter. The
northeast (log) portion rests on a foundation of natural stone
laid dry. It runs the entire length of the log wall on the east
and extends inward 6 feet on either end. The stone foundation is
2 feet 6 inches high at its south end and 2 feet 11 inches at its
north end.

The posts and the stone foundation are in good condition, and
there is no evidence of settling.

2. Wall Qonstruction

On the ground level, the southeast stall had walls of verti-
cal planking, irregular in length and width, split and trimmed
with a broad axe. Only a few random pieces remain.

The walls of the other two stalls are of logs. The north and
south walls of that portion of the barn each consist of a round
chestnut log as sill, five hewn poplar logs (5 inches thick and 10
inches to 13 inches on face) with chamfer notches at the corners,
and a sixth log which is hewn square. The ends of the sixth logs
rest in square notches on the sixth logs of the east and west

walls (see Figs. 33-3lL4).

The fifth log in the south wall is chamfer notched on the
bottom and square notched on top. The ends of the sixth (top)
logs in the east and west walls rest in the square notches.

Each of the east and west walls has six logs: a round chest-
nut log at the bottom, which is round notched over the sills, four
hewn logs, 5 inches thick and 10 to 1L inches on face, and a sixth
or top log, which is hewn square (8 inches by 8 inches) and square
notched on the ends. Above the sixth log is a square hewn plate
which runs north and south the entire width of the loft and sup-
ports the joists for the loft floor. The hewn logs on the east
wall are hemlock; those on the west wall are poplar (see Figs. 35-

36).

The east wall is in poor condition. The first, second, and
third logs have decayed and need to be replaced.

Only the round log at the bottom of the west wall needs to
be replaced.

There was no chinking, but a few oak battens, 1 inch thick
and of varying lengths and widths were placed on the exterior of
the west wall and the interior of the north wall in the northeast
stall.
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The horizontal, lapped chestnut siding on the loft walls is
sawmill lumber, 1 inch thick and 6 to 14 inches wide. With the
exception of the west wall which separates the loft from the drive-
way, the walls are in poor condition. Much of the siding is miss-
ing, and some of it is warped and badly weathered.

The gables are covered by 1 inch by 6 inches chestnut siding

with an open space for ventilation at the top.

3. Roof

The roof is of hand-split oak shingles, 6 to 8 inches wide and
244 inches long, laid board fashion, + 19 inches to the weather.
There were 13 courses on the north and south slopes and 9 courses on
the east and west slopes. The laths, 2 inches by 6 inches, or 2
inches by 8 inches, are randomly spaced + 20 inches apart.

The shingles and the lathing need to be replaced.

4. Structural System

The framing consists of poles, hewn timbers, and sawmill
lumber.

There are neither floors nor floor joists on the ground level.
The partition between the northeast stall and the center stall has
a small round locust log at the bottom. Its east end rests on top
of the bottom log of the exterior wall, and its west end is notched
to rest on the bottom log of the interior wall.

The eleven joists which support the loft floor run east and
west. Nine of them run the entire length of the loft, but two of
them (one over the northeast stall, and one over the southeast
stall) are divided at the plate over the west wall of the stall
portion. The shorter, or eastern, segments in those two instances
rest on blocks on top of the plate at the point where they join the
longer segments. The joists are randomly spaced, 2 feet 1 inch to
3 feet 9 inches on center. Most of them are round logs, 7 inches
in diameter, and hewn flat on top and bottom. Three of them, how-
ever, are square timbers. The ends of the joists rest on top of
the plates. With two exceptions, they are in excellent condition.
The outer joist on the south side of the loft is decaying at its
mid-point, and the shorter segment of the ninth joist (counting
from south to north) is badly decayed on the east end. They both
need to be replaced.

The wall framing on the loft level consists of studs and
braces. The studs, randomly spaced, 4 feet to 6 feet on center,
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are hewn timbers, round poles, or 2 inches by 8 inches sawmill
lumber. The braces, of varying lengths, are hewn timbers, or 2
inches by 5 inches lumber (see Fig. 37). The top plate of the
west wall, which separates the loft from the driveway, is a
round log, hewn flat on top and bottom and notched at each end to
fit over the outer wall plates. Running north and south across
the center of the loft there was a similar log, the south end of
which has rotted and is now resting on the floor.

The roof framing consists of rafters and plates (see Fig. 38).
The rafters, 2 inches by 6 inches, 20 feet in length, are spaced 2
feet 8 inches on center. The hip ridge poles are round poles, 6
inches to 8 inches in diameter, and 12 feet in length. The lower
ends of the rafters are nailed to the plates.

The‘outer plates are hewn locust, 7 inches by 7 inches square,

running the length and width of the barn and lap notched at the
four corners.

5. Exterior Doors

There are two doors to the log stalls on the ground level.
The door opening into the center stall is 2 feet 11 inches by 5
feet 3 inches. The door, which opens outward, is 2 feet 10 inches
by L4 feet 9 inches. It is a board and batten door with handmade
gudgeon and pintle hinges and a unique wooden latch with a wooden
spring. The door is in good condition, and the spring latch works

perfectly (see Figs. 39-L1).

The door opening into the northeast stall is 3 feet 5 inches
by 5 feet 3 inches. The board and batten door, which opens outward,
is 3 feet 6 inches by 5 feet 2 inches. It has steel hinges and a
wooden latch and is in good condition.

The door opening into the loft from the driveway is 5 feet
114 inches high by 8 feet wide. The door, which slides southward,
is 6 feet 1% inches by 8 feet 2 inches. It is in good condition
(see Fig. L2).

N. EXISTING CONDITIONS: INTERIOR OF MESSER BARN

1. Ground Level

On the west end is a driveway, 10 feet L inches wide and 30
feet L inches long, which runs through the barn north and south.
It is partially enclosed on the outer side (west side) by random
pieces of hewn chestnut siding nailed to the support post. There
is a slip-gap at the north end. None of the rails has survived,
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and the posts and supports are in poor condition and should be
replaced. The door into the loft is at the center point of the
driveway, but there is no evidence of any ramp or ladder from
the ground to the loft door opening.

On the east end, there were three stalls, one of which (on
the southeast corner) was enclosed with vertical siding, most of
which is now missing. Most of the vertical planking which sepa~-
rated the stall from the open shelter area beneath the loft is
also gone. There was apparently an opening in that partition,
but there is no evidence of a door. That stall measures 9 feet
5 inches by 10 feet 3 inches. There was once a feed trough and
a hay rack mounted on the north wall, i. e., the log partition
between that stall and the center stall, but they are missing.

The center stall measures 10 feet 3 inches by 9 feet L
inches. Opening onto this stall is a door leading from the open
shelter area beneath the loft, a grain chute, L inches by l inches,
made of 1 inch boards and extending downward from the loft to the
feed trough, and an opening (5 feet 3 inches by 10 inches) in the
loft floor through which hay was dropped (see Fig. LL). To the
right of the door, mounted on the west wall is a feed trough, 5
feet 8 inches long, 1l inches wide, and 8% inches deep. It was
constructed of 1 inch by 10 to 12 inches lumber. The front of
it is broken and the north end is missing. The hay rack sbove it
is missing, and needs to be replaced.

The center stall is separated from the southeast stall by a
wall of hewn poplar logs and is separated from the northeast stall
by a partition of diagonal log braces and horizontsl pieces of
scrap lumber.

The northeast stall measures 10 feet 3 inches by 9 feet 7
inches. Opening onto this stall is a door leading from the open
shelter area beneath the loft, a grain chute, L inches by l; inches,
made of 1 inch boards and extending downward from the loft to the
feed trough, and an opening (6 feet by 11 inches) in the loft floor
through which hay was dropped. To the left of the door and mcunted
on the west wall is a feed trough, 5 feet L inches long, 18 inches
wide, and 8% inches deep. Above it is a hay rack. Both the trough
and the rack are in good condition (see Fig. L5).

2. Loft

The loft measures 30 feet 2 inches by 30 feet L inches.

Opening onto the loft is the door entrance from the driveway
and vents at the top of each gable. The vent openings are 1 foot
8 inches high and lj feet wide at the base..
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The wall and roof framing is exposed.

The pine and poplar flooring of random widths, 1 inch by L
inches to 10 inches, is nailed to the Joists. Much of it has
rotted and all of it needs to be replaced (see Fig. L3).

There are some racks in the loft, which consist of horizontal
pieces of scrap lumber nailed to randomly spaced wvertical poles
that extend from the floor to the rafters.
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Figure 1.

Exterior of the Jim Hannah Cabin, December 1937.
This photo shows the adzed chinking in the front
wall.

G. S. M. N. P. Photo.

Figure 2.
Northwest end of the sill, front of Hannah

Cabin, August 1975. Photo shows the
deterioration of the sill.
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Figure 3.

Southeast elevation of Hamnah Cabin,
April 1975.

Figure L.

Southwest corner, interior of Hannah Cabin,
August 1975. The first floor joist rested
on the front sill in the opening to the
right of the center of the photo.
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Figure 5.

Northwest (rear) elevation of the Hannah
Cabin, August 1975. This photo and the
one below show the deterioration of the
sill.

Figure 6.

Northwest end of rear sill of Hannah Cabin,
August 1975. This photo also shows the
deterioration of logs 1 and 2.






Figure 7.

Northwest elevation of Hannah Cabin,
from the rear, August 1975.

Figure 8.

Northwest elevation of Hamnah Cabin,
from the front, August 1975.
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Figure 9.

Front door of Hannah Cabin, August 1975.

Figure 10.

Windows on northwest side of Hannah Cabin,
August 1975.
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Figure 11.

Interior of loft of Hannah Cabin,
August 1975. This photo shows the
removable board window in the south-
east gable (upper right hand corner),
and the rived hemlock over the chinks.

Figure 12.
Chimney of Hannah Cabin, ca. 1948.

This photo is among the Hiram C. Wilburn
Papers in the Haywood County Library.
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Figure 13.
Interior, southwest wall, Hannah Cabin,
August 1975. This photo shows the hewn

ceiling joists and the rived hemlock
over the chinks.

Figure 1.
Interior of Hannah Cabin, December 1937.

G. S. M. N. P. Photo.
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Figure 15.

Southeast elevation of Hannah Cabin,
December 1937. This photo shows the
kitchen ell on the rear of the house.

G. S. M. N. P, Photo.

Figure 16.

Hannah Cabin, from the northeast, 1948.

This photo, showing the cabin after the
kitchen ell had been razed, is among the
Wilburn Papers in the Haywood County Library.
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Figure 17.

Exterior of Dan Coqk Cabin, December 1937.
This photo also shows the springhouse to
the rear.

G. S. M. N. P. Photo.

Figure 18.
Exterior of Cook Cabin, June 1935.

G. S. M. N, P, Photo.
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Figure 19.

Exterior of Cook Cabin, June 1935.
This photo shows the stone chimney
and the rear window on the southwest
wall, .

G. S. M. N. P. Photo.

Figure 20.

Southeast elevation of Cook Cabin,
February 1975. This is the last photo
taken of the cabin prior to its collapse.

G. S. M. N. P. P}loto.
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Figure 21.

Northeast side of Cook Cabin, August 1975.
This photo shows the bottom log on the
northeast wall, square-notched and hewn
flat. It is broken at the center.

Figure 22.

Northwest side (rear) of the Cook Cabin,
August 1975. This photo shows the plate
log notched to hold the ceiling joists.
It was the only log on the rear wall that
was broken when the cabin collapsed.
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Figure 23.

Cook Cabin, from the northeast, August 1975.
This photo shows the stairs which were located
in the southwest corner on the ground floor.
It also shows the deterioration on the inside
of the front wall logs.

Figure 2.

Cook Place Apple House, from the west,
December 1937. This photo shows the upper
story still intact.

G. S. M. N. P. Photo.
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Figure 25.

Cook Place Apple House ruins, from the west,
April 1975.

Figure 26.

Cook Place Apple House ruins, from the north,
August 1975. This photo shows the collapsed
north corner, now covered by dirt and forest
litter.
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Figure 27.

Interior of Cook Place Apple House, northeast
wall, August 1975. This photo shows crumbled
portions of the wall and some fallen joists.

Figure 28.

Ruins of Cook Place Apple House, from the
southwest, April 1975. This photo shows
the joists which once supported the floor
of the upper story. The sill along the
top of the southwest wall is missing.
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Figure 29.

Ground floor of the Cook Place Apple House as
described by Mark E. Hannah in an interview,
July 30, 1975. The space in front of the
center bins was for sorting and barreling of
the apples for shipment.
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Figure 30.

Exterior of Will Messer Barn Upper Place,
December 1937.

G. S. M. N. P. Photo.

Figure 31.

Exterior of log house on Will Messer Upper
Place, June 1935. This photo shows the
fine stone chimney on the west side of the
house.

G’o So M. No Pc PhOtO.
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Pigure 32.

Exterior of apple house on Will Messer

Upper Place, ca. 1952. The upper portion

is now at the Pioneer Parmstead at Oconaluftee.
The stone foundation is in ruins.

G. S. M. N. P. Photo.

Figure 33.

North wall, log portion of Messer Barm,
August 1975.
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Figure 3l.

Southwest corner, log portion of Messer
Barn, August 1975. This photo shows the
west and south walls of the center stall
on the ground floor. '

Figure 35.

Southwest corner, log portion of Messer
Barn, August 1975. This photo shows both
the chamfer notches and the square-notching
at the top of the walls.
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Figure 36.

East wall, log portion of Messer Barn,
August 1975. This photo shows the
deterioration of the first, second, and
third logs.

Figure 37.
Northeast corner, interior of loft, Messer

Barn, August 1975. This photo shows the
freming and the randomly-spaced racks.
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Figure 38.

Rafters, Messer Barn, August 1975.

Figure 39.
Doors to north (left) and center (right)

stalls, ground floor, Messer Barm,
August 1975.
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Figure }0.

Wooden-spring latch, door of center
stall, Messer Barn, September 1975.
This unique wooden-spring still works
perfectly.

Figure l1.

Wooden gudgeon-and-pintle, at top of door
on center stall, Messer Barn, September 1975.

126



127




Figure }42.
Door into loft, Messer Barn, August 1975.

Figure L43.
Loft floor, Messer Barn, August 1975.

This photo shows the rotting which has
resulted from water damage.
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Figure L.

Grain chute, seen from loft, Messer Barn,

August 1975. Hay was dropped through the
larger opening.

Figure Ul5.

Hay rack, interior of north stall, Messer
Barn, August 1975. This photo shows the
split boards placed over the chinks in
the north and west walls.
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MEASURED DRAWINGS OF EXISTING CONDITIONS
OF THE
JIM HANNAH CABIN
WILL MESSER BARN
COOK CABIN AND APPLE HOUSE

(set of 13 sheets)
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