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Landowner Recorded 
1. Guilford Battle Ground Co.(GBG) 
2 . " " 
3. Sallir Schenck for GBG 
4 . City of Greensboro (COG) 
5. Guilford County (GO 
6. GBG 
7 . GC 
8 . GC 
9 . COG 

10. State of NC 
11. Mason 
12. Anderson 
13. COG 
1-1 . Richardson-Merrill 
15. Martin 
16. Farrar 
17. Webb 
18. COG 
19. To COG 
20. Cain 
21. Cain 
22. Rudd 
23. Proposed exchange for Lawndale 

1911 
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1917 
1933 
1933 
1938 
1939 
19.35 
1935 
1937 
1956 
1957 
1967 
1966 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1969 
1969 
1970 
1970 
1979 

Dr. widening 

TOTAL ACREAGE 

Acreage 
.23 
.12 

125.00 
.92 
.98 

1.51 
6.99 
.82 

1 .27 
11.50 

.69 
1.00 
3.65 

29.69 
24.40* 
12.00 

.87 
11.76 

-16.84 
.36 

3.59 
.24 
p 

220.25 

* To obtain the City's 11.76-acre zoo site (#13), the park ex
changed 16.84 acres (#19) from a total of 24.40 acquired from 
Martin via #15. 

Property Acquisition At Guilford Courthouse NMP 



REDEEMED FROM OBLIVION: 
An Administrative History Of 

Guilford Courthouse National Military Park 

Prepared by Thomas E. Baker 
20 March 1995 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

FOREWORD 

Chapter 1: Early Preservation Efforts 1 

Chapter 2: The War Department Years 13 

Chapter 3: The National Park Service Comes To Town 19 

Chapter 4: Origins Of Identity Problems 25 

Chapter 5: NPS Land Acquisition Program 29 

Chapter 6: Local Land Acquisition Agitation 31 

Chapter 7: The War Years And Post-War Museum Improvements 40 

Chapter 8: The Martin Trespass Case 43 

Chapter 9: NPS Land Acquisition Efforts And Mission 66 57 

Chapter 10: A Bridge Over Troubled Waters 61 

Chapter 11: NPS Final Solution Spurs Local Intervention 64 

Chapter 12: 1968 Master Plan Revision 72 

Chapter 13: The Pace Of Urban Development Quickens 83 

Chapter 14: Road Controversies 92 

Chapter 15: Vandalism 101 

Chapter 16: Another Master Plan Revision 117 



FOREWORD 

The rising world shall sing of us a thousand 
years to Come 

And tell our Children's Children the Wonders We 
have Done.x 

It is clear that one of the principal motivating factors for 
Americans of the Revolutionary War generation was the certain know
ledge that their posterity would revere them for their sacrifices. 
Public and private writings of the period plainly suggest that 
although relatively few in number, the rebels "often felt the 
presence of tens of millions more and looked at their own conduct 
through the eyes of the unborn."2 Revolutionary polemicist Thomas 
Paine gave voice to this sentiment in "The American Crisis," Number 
1: 

The heart that feels not now is dead: the blood 
of his children will curse his cowardice, who 
shrinks back at a time when a little might have 
saved the whole, and made them happy. 

National parks associated with Revolutionary War occurrences 
are among the most important means chosen by Americans of succeed
ing generations to preserve the memory, to "sing" of those whose 
sacrifices established the nation, and gave substance to the bold 
statements of principle contained in the Declaration of Indepen
dence. Guilford Courthouse NMP, the first Revolutionary War battle
field set aside as a national park, is important not only for the 
event it was established to commemorate, but also for its role in 
the development of the American historic preservation movement. It 
was the first National Military Park that was not a Civil War 
battlefield. It was the only National Military Park created during 
a period in the first quarter of the twentieth century when 
Congress grappled with the question of how best to preserve notable 
American battlefields. Unfortunately, it is likewise noteworthy as 
an example of the negative consequences of urban encroachment upon 
a historic site, and of the absolute necessity of "planning beyond 
park boundaries." 

This administrative history was undertaken to provide a tool 
for park managers whereby they could understand in fairly short 
order how this area developed, the forces that shaped it, mistakes 
that have been made along the way, and the lessons that can be 

1 A song copied into the orderly book of the Second New York 
Regiment, quoted in Almon W. Lauber, ed., Orderly Books of the 
Fourth New York Regiment, 1778-1780, fandl the Second New York 
Regiment, 1780-1783 (Albany, New York, 1932), p.633. 

2 Charles Royster, A Revolutionary People at War, the Conti
nental Army and American Character, 1775-1783 (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1979), pp. 4-10. 


