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Federal forces almost destroyed ‘?E Armed secessionists seized Ship Island

Confederate-occupied Fort McRee in 1861; they later exchanged fire
with the USS Massachusetts. When

in 1861-62; departing Confeder-
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LIVE OAKS were ideal for ship
building due to the strength and
natural curvature of the wood.
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YAUPON HOLLY provides
both foed and shelter for
migrating birds.
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Beaches, bayous, and boating
are some of the many things
you can experience in this two-
state, 160-mile park. Fish, swim,

hike, bike, picnic, camp, observe

Build sand castles on

Two States, One Park

wildlife, discover history, and
explore two island wilderness
areas. The park’s staff, website,
and the official NPS App can
help you plan your visit.
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Florida National
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‘ Gulf Islands National
Seashore is one of over
400 parks in the National

‘ Park System. Learn more
at WWwW.Nps.gov.

Visit the park website at
www.nps.gov/guis. Follow
us on social media.
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MISSISSIPPI AREAS The visitor center has
information, exhibits, maps, and films. Closed
Thanksgiving, December 25, and January 1. The
campground (open year-round) has electricity,
water hookups, a dump station, a group tent area,
a boat launch (fee), and pavilioni Reserve sites at
www.recreation.gov. Hiking trails are self-guiding.
A saltwater fishing license is required for all areas.
The Davis Bayou area has a fishing pier. Commer-
cial fishing is prohibited in park waters. Go to the
park website or NPS App for hours and programs.
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Ship Island (Fort Massachusetts) KNOW WHAT TO
EXPECT! An unshaded, 0.3-mile boardwalk leads

| to a swim beach, pavilions, restrooms, showers, and
snack bar. Facilities are open mid-March through
October. Free tours and exhibits are available
seasonally. Tours of the fort are not wheelchair-
accessible. No camping allowed. '{ake a passenger

i ferry (fee) from Gulfport or Biloxi March
through Octaber, or dock your boa ear the fort
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GULF ISLANDS
NATIONAL SEASHORE
3500 Park Rd.

Ocean Springs, MS 39564
228-230-4100

'ENJOY A SAFE VISIT Never swim alone. Beware:
of rip currents, barnacle- -covered rocks, sharks, jelly-
flsh nd stingrays. * Watch for weather extremes,
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Surf the Gulf of Mexico.
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FLORIDA AREAS The Fort Pickens Discovery
Center and the Fort Barrancas Visitor Center have
exhibits, films, and bookstores. Go to the park
website or NPS App for operating hours.

Pensacola Bay

A seasonal ferry service (fee) between downtown
Pensacola, Pensacola Beach, and Fort Pickens is
available March through October. Visit the park
website for programs, hours, and guided tours.
Entrance fees apply at Fort Pickens, Fort Barrancas,
Okaloosa, Opal Beach, and Perdido Key, or show a
valid National Parks or Federal Recreational Lands
pass. = Hike self-guiding trails at Fort Pickens, Fort
Barrancas, Perdido Key, and Naval Live Oaks. ¢ Fish
from Fort Pickens’ pier without a license; other-
wise, state fishing licensing and regulations apply.
* Camping reservations are recommended at 877~
444-6777 or wwwi.recreation.gov. ® Some pavilions
can be reserved; call the Special Use Permits Office,
850-934-2611, The Naval Live Oaks Youth Camping
Pavilion is for organized groups only. » Boaters
follow NOAA charts 11378, 11383, and 11384.
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Photograph the park.
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sunset. Fish from the beach. Wade the waters. Explore the forts.
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