


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NV, All articles sent by friends to prisoners, it proper to be deliv.
ered, will be caretnlly distributed as the donors may request—such a8
are intended for the sick passing through the hands of the surgeou,
who will be responsibie for iheir proper use. Loutributions must be
received by an officer, whe will be held responsible that they are deliv-
ered to the persen tor whom they are intended.  All uniform cluthing,
bonts, or egnipments of any kind for military serviee, weapons of all
kinds, and mtoxieating liquors, ineluding malt liquors, are amang the
contraband articles, The material for outer clothing shoanld be gray or
some dark mixed eolor and of inferinr quality, Any excess of clothing
over what is required for immediate use is econtrabanid.

NVI. When prisoners are serionsly ill their nearcat relatives, being
Joyal, may be permitted to roake them short visits; but under no other
circumstances will visitors be mimitted without the authority of the
Commissary-General of Prisoners. At those places where the guard
is inside the inclosure persons having ofticial business to trauzact with
the commander or other officer will be admitted for sach purposes, but
will not be allowed to have any commuunication witle prisouers.

X VII. Prisoners will be permitted to write and to reccive letiers, not
to exceed one page of common letter puper each, provided the matter
is strictly of a private nature. Such letters must be examined by a
reliable non-commissioned officer, appointed for that pnrpose by the
commanding officer, before they are forwarded or delivered to the
prisoners.

XVIII, Prisoners whohave been reported to the Commissary-General
of Prisoners will not be paroled or released exeept by authority of the
Becretary of War.*

W. HOFFMAN,
Colonel Third Infaufry and Commisgary-Generai of Prisoners,
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OFFICE COMMISSARY-(:ENERAL 0F PRISONERS,
Washington, D, €., April 20, 1864,
Brig. Gen. J. H. MARTINDALE,
Military Governor, Wazhington, . C.:

GENERAL: By authority of the Secretury of War I have respect-
fully to request that all the invalid, sick, and wounded enlisted pris-
oners of war in confinement in the Okl Capitol I'rison who wish to he
exchanged and who will not soon be fit for service may be forwarded
to Mujor.General Butler at Fort Monroe. The g of-truce boat New
York is now at Baltimere prepuatring to take the invalids from that eity,
made by me in organizing and establishing the shoe factory. A few
days prior to my departure from this I had sent Mr. Smoot, a person
furpished me by Major Cunninghatn, at Atlanta, as superintendent of
the factory, on business connected with it. He informed me by latter
that during his absence he had heen conseribed, and that he is now with
Major Cunnin ghuen, who had sucéeeded in procuring his release. A few
days since, and shortly atter my return here, a Mr. MeMulien reported
to me by letter from Major Dillard, at Columbus, I have sent him off
in search ot such teols as are needed, What success be may meet with
I am unable to say. The principal diticulty I now see and now have to
contend [with| i3 the searcity of upper leather. I bave up to this time
succeeded in obtaining u quantity sufficient to last ouly for three days
for fifty operatives, It would not answer to commence on 8o small a
quantity., Next in importance are shoe pegs. I find difficoity in pro-
caring enough required. Permit me to suggest thar within ten miles
of this, at a place called Americus, there are two tanneries, I think,
under tha contrel of the Government, Their capacity, I have been
informed, are sufficient to contribute quite largely to the requirements
of this factory. The very short distance from this, the saving of trans-
portation, and their position so contignous, would warraut my getting
from them the materiuls 8o far as they could snpply my wants. It will
not answer to commence operations until every branch of the depart-
ment was properly furnisbed beth with tools aud stock, a sufficient
quantity of the latter being particularly required; without, the work-
men would be idle in & very few days. 8o soon as Mr. McMullen
returnua, I will be better able to give you a more satisfactory and fuller
report, mentioning what he has succeeded in obtaining, and giving you
a memorandam ot such things [ may require.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
k. B. WINDER,
Captain and Aasistant Quartermaster,

Form of teport cmonthiy ccompuanying this cirenlar lern omitted

377




1

OFPICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS,
Washington, I}, ., May 31, 18C4.
Hou. E. M. STANTUN, Seeretary of War, Washingten, D. C.:

SIB: I have the honor {o report that additivnal seeommodutivns for
the sick are required in the prison camp at Point Lookout, Applica-
tion hae been made to Quartermaster’s Department in this city and to
the headiuarters of the Departwent of Virginia and North Carolina
for tents, hut there are none that can he ubtained. [ would therefore
respectfully recommend that authority be given for the ervction of shed
wards, to supply the immediate wants and others to be erected as scon
as convenient to supply the place of the tents now in use, oue-half of
which are go wuch worn aa to be incapable of further repairs and will
not last past this summer.

Some other bnildings are aiso required, one for attendaunts, 2 dispen-
sary and store-room,and oue for an eating-room aud kitchen, to replace
the old tents now in use.

A ward 125 feet by 25 to accommnodate fifty to seventy-five patients
wiil cost about $1,000. The other buildings will cost in the same pro.
portion, The work will be performed almost entirely by prisoners and
the cost can be defrayed out of the prison fumd,

I have the ©ionor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, HOFFMAXN,
Colonel Third Infantry and Conmissery-General of Prisoners,

{Firat indorscment.]

WAR DEPARTMENT, June I, 1864,

Respectfully returned to Col. W. HHoftwman, Commissary-tieneral of
Prisoners.

Such accomnodations as are immediately indispeusably pecessary
for the prisouers in hospital at Point Lookous will be erected. the mate.
rial to be paid for out of the prison tund,

By order of the Secretary of War:

JAS. A, HARDIE,
Colunel and Inspector-General.

‘OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS,
Washington, D. C., May 51, 1364,
Lieut, Col. MARTIN BURKE,
Commanding Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor, ¥. ¥.:
CoLoNEL: Iu reply to your letter of the Luth instunt | have the
honor to inform you that the circular from this office of May 7, in rela.
tion te prisouers of war, cannot be departed trom, as it is the order of
the War Department. [ would suggest that you purchuase a cooking.
stove for the use of the prisoners and place it under a shed constructed
for the purpnse, so that their rations may be cooked by themselves. [
inclose herewith a cireular establisbing a uew scale for the rations to
he issned to prisoners.”
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W, HOFFMAN,
Colonel Third Infantry and Commissary-General of Prisoners,
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CIRCULAR.] OFFICE CoMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS,
Washington, D. C., June 1, 1864,

I. By authority of the Secretary of War the ration to be issued to
prisoners of war, as announced in the ¢ircular from thiz oftice dated
April 20, 18G4, is bereby medified as follows, to go inte immediate
effect, viz: '

Ration.
Pork or bacon (in lieu of fresh beef). ...............................000Ce8.. 10
0 )T T ey U 1 S 3
Flonrorsoft bread. . ooovoeceen oo an oo oo s culol L 1B
Hard brend (in lien of Hour orsoft breadl) ... ... ... il do.... UM
Coro-meal {in lice of louror bread ..o ... il do.... 16
Dean8 oF POAB. . . ... e e e ea poupads.. al2}
OF Tice 0r hominy ... .ov it i iiiscie s v ane i aeeeane e e eena o, 28
1« PP do. .. ad
Vinegar. ... ......... N quarts.. a3
Baltoon oo e e e v am e ey punals,. a3}
e do.... ali

Sugar amd eotfee, or tea, will be issued only to the sick or wounded,
on the recommendation of the sargeen in chiurge, at the rite of’ twelve
pounds of sugar, tive ponnds of ground or seven pounds of green
cotfee, or one poumnl of tea, to the 100 rations.  This part of the ration
will be allowed only fur every other day,

11. The difference between the ration as above established and the
ration allowed by law to soldiers of the U. 8. Army constitutes the
“gavings® from which is formed the “prison fund.”

W, HOFFMAN,
Colonel Third U. 8. Infty. and Commissary-General of Prisoners.

AWASHINGTON, Jure 1, 1864—8.50 p. m.
Col. CHARLEs W, HiLL:

Be prepared to gquarter 1,000 prisoners that will probably be seut to
Jobusow’s Island. You will procure worn tents for the purpose, which
will be pitched in the inclosure in frout of the present barracks, In
vase tents cannot be procured temporary sheds can be put up. Tt will
probably be necessary to put up a shed for messing. Please report

what arrangements you can make. _
WM. HOFFMAN,

Commissary-General of Prisoners.

alo 10 rations, T Huew next, post
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HEADYUARTERS POST OF CHICAGO,
Chicago, Il., June 1, 1564.
Col. WILL1AM HOFFMAN,
Commissary-General of Prisoners, Washington, . C.:

CoLoNEL: I have the bouor respectfully te report that the gronnds
at Cawp Douglas bave beein thoivughly policed and draiaed, neaily
all the barracks in the prisoners’ aquare, which were in leng lines
around the square, on the greund with doors ripped up, cut in lengths
of ninety feet to each barrack, moved, ranged on streets fifty feet wide,
four and five barracks on each street, with an alley twenty-five feet
between the ends, atreets graded, and barracks whitewaslied inside and
out, floors laid, and barracks raised aud firmly placed on bloeks four
feet from the ground to prevent burrowing. Al the burracks in the
prisoners’ squure will have been movedt and arranged according to this
plan by the Sth of the present month., It leaves the gronuds haund-
somely arranged, clean, and commodions, and clears somewhat move
thau half of the gronud formerly occupied by the same barracks from
incumbrance, There are now thirty-two barracks ninety feet loug;
one geventy feet loug, lackiug the kitchen—twenty fect. The capacity
of each barrack is 165 men. The grounds of the prisoners’ square will
hold the present thirty-two barracks (tweunty feet to be added to the
seventy feet) and thirty-nine more of the same size und arranged on
the same plan, which would give a capacity to hold 11,830 prisovers, or
would aceommodate, by placing a few more men in each barrack, in
roand numbers, 12,000 men, with an increase of not more than thirty to
fifty men to the whole garrison of guard duty rendered necessary.
Believing that you miglht desire to erect additional barracks liere to
save troops and expense elsewlhere to the Government I have caused
Major Skinper, commnissary of prisoners, Mr. Boddin, quartermaster’s
agent, and Mr. Cook, waster mechanic at Cawmp Douglas, to estimate
the ¢ost of thirty-nine additional barracks on the same plan, which
would fill the grounds, They estimato as follows: Thirty-nine bar-
racks ninety feet in length, twenty feet of each for kitchen, each with
capacity for 165 men, 3500 each; total, 2195003 one kitchen for the
seveuty fect burrack, $100; total. 19U,  For the reasons above
indicated I respectfully recommend that thirty-nine more barracks be
constructed on the plan according to which those now in the square are
arrauged. The changes which have been made make great improve-
ment ik the appearauvce and sanitary condition of the camp, as weil as
assist in entorcing tetter discipline. It i3 believed that a sufticient
warrant for any changes not autherized directly by you may be found
in a letter of instructions from Col. James A, Hardie, Inspector-Greneral,
by autbority of the Secretary of War, under date of April 29, 1864,

I have the Lonor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servaut,

B. J. SWEET,
Colonel Eighth Kegt, Veterun Keserve Corps, Comdy. Post,
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CHARLESTON, June 1, 1&64,
General BRAGG:

The euewmy continue their bombardment of the city with increased
vigor, damagiug private property and endangering the lives of women
and children. [ can take care of a party, say tifty Yankee prisoners.
Can you not sead e that number, including a generalt Seymeonr
would do, und other officers of high rank, to be confined in parts of
the city still ovcupied by citizens, but under the enemy’s fire.

5, JONES.
[indorsement.!

Respectfully submitted to Honorable Secretary nf War.

JOHN W, RIELY,

Assigtant Adjutani-General,

John H. Reagan, Postmaster-General, relative té the exchauge of
certain Federals for whom certain parties are held as hostages.®

{Lndorsetneut. )

JUNE I, 1864,

Returned to Hon. J, H. Reagan, Postmaster-General.

I Lelieve the parties usmed are at Salisbury, ¥.C, I do not see how
the proposed exchange cun be ¢onsummated without making s most
dangerous and fatal precedent, I we release disloyal wen because
the Yankees arrest aud detein hostages for them the enemy practically
administer crimiual justice within the Confederacy. Besides, such a
system would igvite unwilling conscripts to be dizloyal in speech and
act, 80 much so as to compel us to arrest thew, the parties themselves
kuowing they would be relieved by the arrest of hostages. The War
Department, for these aud other reasous, refuses to make these specil
exchatges.

|RO. GULD,
Agent of Exchange.)

OEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE (GULPF,
New Orleans, June 2 1564
The ADJUTANT-GENERAL U, 8. ARMY, Washington, . C.:

Sii: Inelosed 1 Lhave the honor to transmit lists of prisoners cap-
tared at thie places and upon the dates designuted. These prisotrers
ahall lose a mail if I do not stop, so good night and God bless you,
Love to your sister, from

Your affectionate aunt,
JULIA.

Let me hear if you receive this letter, o

(This letter inclosed in aun envelope addressed George William
Howard, Windsor, Canada Weat, inclosed in auother |addressed] 8. D.
Elwood, esq., Detroit, Mich.}

T Hesgan's connpnication uot tonnd,
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SUNDAY 29, 1864,
G. W. HOWARD:

My DEAR NEPHEW: Only time for a few words aud a few extracts
from the Louisville Journal to keep you *en covrant™ in vur public
aflairs, as you are youung. ardent, aud withal a RKentacky politician., I
send you the Saturday's MeClellan answer to the Lincoln Gazerte
attack on our convention of the 25th. We are showing up the Abolition
party, aud they are abusing us, the pure war, which Democratic party
material, conservative, &e., judge for yourselt. I send a slight compli-
ment to #Schenck,” peneral, and what not,amd an article marked for
L. T, I retain as a “bijou” the order of yesterday by General Bur-
Lridge, under direction of General Schoiield, stopping treasonable pub-
lications, and prohibiting in the Distriet of Kentucky tie circulation of
a work styled ¢ Life, Services, and Campaigns of Stonewall Jackson.”?
All persons found vielating this order will be arrested and forwarled
to headquarters to be dealt with for uttering treasonable publications.
Also the lineage of Beauregard, the grandson of a Mexgican bandit, and
a low-borp, 1ying creole, the son of aslave. There was aloug articleon
the lineage of R. E. Lee, the descendant ot traitors, defamers, cowards,
&e. That was a precious “morcean” for the New York Times, Al
this in yesterday’s paper. I think I shall travel alone to see you.
Love to L, P.

Adien, your aunt,
JULLA.

(This letter inclosed in am envelope addressed Genrge William
Howard, Windsor, Canada West, inclosed in atother addressed 8. D.
Elwood, esq., Detroit, Mich,)

CIRCULAR ) OQFFICE COMXISSARY-GENERAL 0F DPRISONERS,
No.3. ¥ Washington, 1), ., June 13, 18654,
By authority of the Seceretary of War, it is ordered us fullows:

I. When prisouers of war are employeid oii public works othier thian
the proper police duties of the prisons or camps wiiere they are con-
fined they will be allowed compeusation from the prison fund as ol
lows: Mechanics, 10 cents per day and labovers 5 cents per day, which
will be pluced to their credit in the hands of the connmanding otiicer,
or ofticer holding prisoners’ money. This ulowance may be paid in
tobacco to those who prefer it, and for this purpose the commanding
officer is authorized to direct the purchase of tobacco in small quan-
tities from time to time with the prison fund.

II, Payments for services as above authorized will be made on the
10th, 20th, and last day of the month by the commissary of subsisteuce,
on the certificate of the ofticer under whose direction the services are
rendered, approved by the commandiog oficer, and on the reccipt of
the officer in whose hands the moucy is to be deposited, made agree-
ably to the following form:
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FORM.
OFFICE OF THE ACTING ASSIBTANT QUARTERMASTER,
Camp Douglas, {1, June 10, 1864,

1 certify thag priacmers of war wore coployed under my dircetion npen publie
works it this atation between the let and 10th instant as follows:

Ten carpentera, 45 days in the agpregate, at 10 cents perday .... ... ...... 4. 50
Twenty blacksmiths, 70 daye mn the aggregate, at 10 centa per day. ... ...... 7.00
Thirty maenne, 120 dave iu the aggregate, at Weentsper day ... ... ... .. 12,00
Fifteen laborers, 30 days in the aggresute, at § cents perdasy.............._. 1.50

T Lo #2500

And that a list of the prisonera by whom said services were reyulered and the
amonnt due each bag been furnished to Col. A—— B——, Tenth Ilineis YVolunteers,

commanding Camp Douglay, ;
Co 1,

First Lieutenant, Tenth [llingis Volunteers, Acling Avsiglant (yuartcrmaster.

Received at Camp Douging, 111, June I 1864, of Capt, F F——. conmis.
wry of snhsistence. on dceonnt of servires rendered Iy prisoners of war at this
station, as per above certiticate, viz, #20, which amuitut i to e placed to the eredis
of the individnal prisouers earning the same, as yer list furmshicd e by Lieut
C—- D—-, Teuth [Ninois Volunteers, acting azaistunt guartermaster.

_

Cotonet Tenth Legiment [Hinois Votunieers, Commanding Camp x’irm’ghu.

Nore.—VWhen prisoners receive tobacen for the whnle of any part of thoir services
the fimne for which thir¥ are thus compensared will e excluded from the above cer.
tuicate and list thercin relurred to.

Il Prisoners of war employed as above will be allowed the follow.
lng ration:

Pork or bacon {inlienof beef) ...oo. . oo .. ounies.. 12
Baltor fresh beef ... .o . ... ... . ... I}
Flonrorenft bread ._.......... ... .. . ............ 1%
Hard bread (in lien o donr or wort bread) ... ... ... AU 12
Corn-meal (in lien of Hour ot bread} ... oo ..o o o ... P £
Beansorpeas.._........ .. ... ... . . o ld
Bice or bominy (iu liew ol bauns or pess) veoooaln
Coffer (Eronmd) ... ooo oot ae il so..ooan
Coffea (green) fin livn of grannd cotley) ai
Tea tin ficn of cotlee;. ..o, ... . .... R cutves.. «lbh
Bugar pounds.  al?
"lnegar ............................................................ qUarts,. e
BB e, ponnda..  ad
Salt,. ..o e ceetlol B

W, HOFEMAN,
Colunel Third Infuntry and Commissary-Geneval of Prisonrs.

Wan DrrartMENT, Washington City, June 13, 1501,
Governor BROUGIHL. Colunthis -

Judge. Advoeate Burnett advises the arrest and trial of the publishers
of the Ciucinnati Enqguirer, The Government is ready to do so ut
b8ee, but the I’resident trusts to your judpment and wishes to koow
®hether you deem it expedient. A simple yes or no from you wiil
®able us to act, without imposing any responsibility apon you.

8wer soom,

EDWIN M, STANTOXN,
Secretary of War.

aTu 100 ratiyna,
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OFFIGE AGENT OF EXCHANGE,
H1ORS, MILITARY DIvIsioN oF WEesT MIssissipei,
New Orleans, La., Augqust 10, 1864,
Maj. 16, SZYMANSKI, C. 8 Army,
Agent of Erchange, Trans-Mississippi Department:

araror: I have the honor to inclese to you herewith an official copy
of General Orders, No. 107, lieadquarters Department of the Gulf*
containing an enumeration by name of the officers and men, amount-
ing to an eguivalent for 110 privates of the paroled prisoners delivered
to me June 17th, now declared exchanged in pursnance of onr agree.
ment of July 22, I aiso beg leave to call your atteution to the fact
that one Capt, Willlun Austin, master of a transport steamer in the.
Confederate service, was delivered to you at the time of our late
exchange of prisouners as & citizen, without exchange. You will doubt-
less remember that he was entered on our lists of prisoners as a
seaptain” and that some discussion arose us to the terms upon which
he should be delivered, resulting in his, being simply rcleased as a
citizen nou-combatant, without equivalent,

1 have now to request that you will release Capt. William M. Dana,
the master of the transport steawrer John Warner, as an equivalent
for Captain Austin.

I think yon will concede the equity of this request. In any case I
ask that you will bring Captain Dana with you to our next meeting for
exchange, and if the above proposal is not satisfactory I will render
you an ample equivalent for his release,

You have no doabt heard of the capture by our mnaval foreces in
Mobile Bay of a considerable number of officers and men of the €. 8,
Navy. I bhave already asked for authority to exchange a sufticient
number of officers and men of this capture for the ofticers and men of
the U. 8. Navy now prisorers at Camp Ford. This authority will
undonbtedly be granted, and if so, 1 shall have the honor to propose
such an exchange al the earliest opportunity. I bope that I may very
soo1 receive from you the list of the officers and men of the Louisiana
brigade to be exehanged and that that exchange may be consnmmuted
without unnecessary delay,

T zepd with this sonie letters for citizens and prisoners within vour
lines which I heg vou will have forwarded to their several destinations.

I am, major, very respectiully, vonr most obedient servant,
CHARLES ©. DWIGHT,
Col. and Agent of Erchange, Military Division off West Mississinpi.
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CIRCULAR, % OFFICE COMMISSARY-GENERAL OF PRISONERS,

No. 4. - Washington, D. C., dugust 10, 1864,

1. By direction of the Secretary of War it is ordered that Lereafter
2o supplies of any kind will be furnished to prisoners of war by their
relatives or friends, except in cases of illness, when near relatives will
Le permitted to send them such articles of food as way be approved by
the surgeen in charge of the bospital, to whose care they wiil iu all
cases be uddressed. Necessary clothing may be furnished by near
relatives to destitute prisoners, subject to the approval of the command.
ing officer of the post where they are confined. Outer garments must

€ of gray or dark mixed color and of inferior quality. Only oue suit
of outer clothing and a change of underclothing will be allowed.

IT, It is further ordered that sutlers af military prisons shall be per.
mitied to sell to prisouners only the following articles, viz, writing mate.
rials, postage stamps, tobacco, cigars, pipes, matches, combs, soap, toorl
brushes, hair brushes, clothes brushes, scissors, thread, and needles,
handkerchiefs, towels, aud pocket looking glasses.

111, ThLis order will net be uwuderstood as prohibiting prisoters of
war from receiving clothing or other articles not contraband from theiy
relatives or friends residing beyoud onr lines, when forwarded by flag-
of truce boat, or any other anthorized channel, so long as the prisoners
of war held at Riclinood and other Southern prisons are permitted to
receive the same articles in the savie manuer frow their relatives and
friends in the loyal States.

W, HOFFMAN,

Colowel Thivd Infantry and Commissary Gencral of Prisoners.

YWAsHINGTON, dugust 10, 1861,
The PrESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES:

Sik: I have the honor to submit for your cons.deration some facts
and suggestions having relation to those of our military and naval
forces who are prisoners ot war in the hands of the enemy,

The operations against Richwond induced the enemy to send his
prisoners farther south for security. The advance of (ieneral Sher
man's colummn has again made necessary further changes in the enemy’s
depots, which will probably be established in the reighborhood of
Savanaah and Charleston,

On the 3d day of Aungust 600 of vur comniissioned officers arrived in
Charleston from Macon. It was said, however, that the real destina-
tion iutended for them was Savannab, whither a large additionsal
unmber may be geut.

The condition of our officers and soldiers in the hands of the enemy
is represented to reach the extreme limit of destitution and suttering;
this is more especially true of the solisted men. It is reported to me
from reliable sources that they are without shelter, not even for the gick;
that neither biankets nor clothing ave issued to them, and that for the
Iarge number of sick the surgeons in charge are without the most
necessary medicines and hospital supplies. The result is » fearfal and
increasing mortality.

I have reasom to believe that Major-General Foster, commapding
Department of the South, if authorized to do so, conld make an
arrangement to relieve the most necessary wants of our men by send:
ing supplies to them in cliarge of suitable agents, who weuld be allowed
a8 suclt to superintend the issue of supplies to our men, and probably
a detail of assistant surgeons would be allowed to remain with the sick
ig charge, DPending the suspension of regular exehanges no effort
should be spared to mitigate the suflerings of these gallant men, throw
by the fortuves of war into the hands of a eruel eneiny. We must either
remain inactive witnesses of their sutferings or retaliate upon the prison-
ers in our haunds, or renew our efforts to afford suceor to our men,

385




Apart from the objections which exist to the policy of retaliation, 1
is at least doubttul whetber it would inure to the benefit of onr mem
for the reason that the enemy are reported 1o be witliout the means t0
supply elothing, medicines, and other needful supplies even to thelr
own troops,

T earncstly recominend that Major General Foster be anthorized i@
make anel ~o e ' .
to do 8o, and I am not without hope chat if his instructions authorize
it he would beable to negotiate exchanges on a basis satisfactory to
the Government.

The proximity of the reliel depots for prisoners to Major-General |

Foster's department, and the dipunishing facilities for their tranzpor-
tation from the Gulf States to City Point. might render it expedient,
emporarily at least, to modify the existing eartel, so as to designate
Savannah or Chatleston as the place for exchanges, and to authorize
Majoc-(ieneral Foster to negotiate them

It would atford we the utmost gratitication to be able to reuder any
service in my power iu giving cffect to the snggestions embodied in this
golmunication,

Very respectiully,
B, 1, SICKLES,
Major General, U, 8. Volunteers,

{Fitat imlorsemint.]
AvaUsT 12, 1564,
I snbmit the withiu from General Sickles on an old and very painful
snbject.
A, LINCULX,

[8eeond indorsement.|

Referred *o Major-General Hitcheock, commissioner of cxchange,
for r:dpor; as to the means that can be adopted for the purpose withio
stated,

E. M, BTANTOXN,
Secretary of War.
{Thinl indorrement.}
AUGUST 13, 1864,

General Foster was authorized to effect an exchange of those officers
frst sent to the city of Charleston by the rebels, and his authority
might be extended to those (smne G0U) said to have been sent there,
He might have a general authority on the subject and exchange as
Rany as possible,

Our suffering prisoners in Richmond a few months since scarcely
Teceived any benefit from the supyplies sent to them from the North,

Thers was evidence that the rebel guards used the supplies before
the faces of our imprisoned soldiers, and what they did not use, or
much of it, was allowed to spoil in the boxes under the very eyes of
tar people, who were not allowed to toweh them.

Medical officers might be sent to attend upon the sick if the rebel
‘mt;hqrities would permit it, which is not likely, The experiment might

Tled.

The only sure remedy for the abominations practiced in the South
by the enemy is to defeat his arwies,

Re'e‘-pect-l”ull_\' submitted.

E. A HITCHCOCK,
Majur-tiencra! of Volunteers,
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Appendix C
PRISONER OF WAR DEATHS AND CAUSES

One hundred and fifty-three Confederate prisoners died during the nine
months that Ship Isiand served as a military prison. The first death occurred
on October 17, 1864, when Pvt. J. R. Turner of Alabama died of consumption.
The last prisoner to die was Pvt. Frank Bryant of the 1st Alabama Reserves,
who died of typhoid fever on May 2. The dead were buried in a cemetery with

the graves numbered from 1 to 153.

The causes of the deaths of these men as entered in the Ship Island

Register of Burials were:

Asthma
Cancer
Carcinoma {cancer)
Congestive fever
Consumption
Diarrhea
Dropsy
Dysentery
Gunshot wounds
Hepatitis
Phithisis
Pneumonia
Scurvy
Smallpox
Typhoid
Unknown

Total
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Appendix D
STATEMENT OF PRISON FUND: APRIL-OCTOBER 1865

Statement of Prison Fund at Ship istand, Miss., for the month of Aprii,

1865, by Capt. James W. Morrison, C.S5., U.5. Vols.

Credit | By balance of credit last month $ 8,702.61

By 77,538 rations being the number due
this month at 26 3/4 cents per ration 20,741.41
Total $29,444 .02

Issued
Debit Te the folloewing provisions at contract prices
29,271 7/8 pounds of pork at 17 1/2¢ per pound $5,112.06
26,949 7/8 pounds of sait beef at 10 1/4¢ per pound 2,762.28
24,795 10/16 pounds of hardtack at 07¢ per pound 1,735.68
7,426 pounds of flour at 04¢ per pound 297.04
4,865 1/2 pounds of beans at 04 1/2¢ per pound 218.95
563 pounds of rice at 14¢ per pound 78.82
3,502 pounds of peas at 05¢ per pound 175.10
30,539 pounds of cornmeal at 03¢ per pound 916.17
100 pounds of mixed vegetables at 22¢ per pound 22.00
387 1/2 gallons of vinegar at 38¢ per galion 147.25
1,550 1/2 pounds of scap at 14¢ per pound 217.07
1,550 1/2 pounds of salt at 02¢ per pound 31.01
Totai $11,713.43
388
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Purchased
To amt.. of bill of Bostick & Seymour 421.86
To amt. of bill of Peter O'Donnell 34.00
To clerk hire for month of April 100.00
Total $ 555.86
Balance of credit April 30, 1865 $17,174.73

t certify that the above statement is correct, examined & approved

Ernest Holmstedt James W. Morrison
Col. 74th U.S.C. Infantry Capt. & C.5. Vols.
Comdg. Post

Hoimstedt to Hoffman, May 10, 1865, NA, RG 249, Ltrs. Recd.
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Statement of the Prison Fund at Ship Island, Miss., for the Period May
1-10, 1865, by Capt. James W. Morrison, C.S., U.s. Vols,

Credit By balance of credit last month $17,174.73
By 25,363 rations being the number due this

month at 26 3/4 cents per ration 6,781.92

Total $23,956.65
Issued
Debit To the following provisions at contract prices

10,431 7/8 pounds of pork at 17 1/2 cents per lb. $ 1,825.56
7,026 1/8 pounds of salt beef at 10 1/4 cents per ib. 720.18
12,546 pounds of hardtack at 07 cents per Ib. 878.29
496 pounds of desiccated vegetables at 22 cents per Ib. 100.12
1,563 pounds of beans at 04 3/4 cents per ib. 74.24
971 pounds of peas at 05 cents per ib. 48.55%
110 pounds of rice at 14 cents per Ib. 15.40
5,046 pounds of cornmeal at 02 1/2 cents per Ib. 126.15
38 1/2 galions of molasses at $1.25 per gal. 48.12
507 pounds of soap at 13 cents per Ib. 65.91
507 pounds of salt at 02 cents per Ib. 10.14
117 pounds of apples at 12 2/3 cents per Ib. 14.82

Total $ 3,936.48

Balance of credit May 10, 1865 $20,020.17

I certify that the above statement is correct.

Examined and approved James W. Morrison
Ernest Holmstedt Capt. & C.S5. Vols.
Col. 74th U.5.C. Infty.

Comdg. Post

Holmstedt to Hoffman, June 3, 1865, NA, RG 249, Ltrs. Recd.

3380

u*-—-——-’———mnnuﬁ—J

l



Statement of Prison Fund at Ship lIsland, Miss., for May 11-31, 1865, by
Capt. J. Rudolph, C.S., U.S. Vols.

Credit By balance of credit last statement (May 10, 1865). $20,020.17
By 164 rations being the number due the menth

at 26 3/4 cents per ration 43.87
Totat $20,064.04

lssued

Debit To the following provisions at contract prices
78 3/4 pounds of pork at 17 1/2¢ 13.78
33 1/4 pounds of salt beef at 10 1/4¢ 3.40
64 pounds of flour at 04 1/2¢ 2.88
20 1/2 pounds of beans at 04 3/4¢ .97
60 1/2 pounds of hardtack at 07¢ 4.37
3 pounds of soap at 13¢ .39

' 3 pounds of salt at 02¢ .06

Total $ 25.85
Balance of credit May 31, 1865 $20,038.19
| certify that the above statement is correct.
Examined and approved J. Rudolph
Ernest Holmstedt Capt. & C.S. Vols.

Col. 74th U.5.C. Infantry
Comdg. Post

Helmstedt to Hoffman, June 3, 1865, NA, RG 249, Ltrs. Recd.
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June

June

June 30

Ralance due $20,038.
By 100 rations due prisoners to

June 20 at 26 1/2 cenis per
- ration 26.
8y eovercharge on hardtack in

October and November 1864 267.

$20,332.

To account of provisions issued to
June 20 at contract price ) '
To account of purchases in June

Amcunt due June 30, 1865
Ralance due $1G,983.

To account paid in June for
clerk hire

No report for July or August
No savings or disbursements in these months.

Sept.

Oct.

By balance of credit from June $19,871.
By cooking range soid to
Capt. Novyes 137.

$20,008.

No issugs or purchases
Amount due Oct. 1, 1865

Amount due 420,008,
To amount of purchases
Amount Nowv. 1, 1865

Amount transferred to Subsistence
Department, November 22, 1865,
by Edwin Allen, Lt. & A.C.S.

00
23

16.16
333.00

349.16

112.20

25.30

$19,983.23

$19,871.23

$20,008.23

$19,982.90

rd

$13,982.90

Memorandum Prison Fund at Ship Island, Miss., NA, RG 249, Lirs. Recd.
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Statement

1864
Qct.
Oct. 31
Nov. 30
Dec. 31
1865
Jan. 31
Feb. 28
March 31
April 30
May 10
May 31
June 30
March
March
1864
Oct. 31
Nov. 30
Dec. 3

Appendix E
PRISON FUND: CREDITS AND DEBITS

of Military Prison Fund at Ship istand, Miss., August 18, 1865.

Credits

By amt. of credit transferred by Lt. C. Sauvinet,
A.C.5. to Capt. J. W. Morrison, C.5. Vois,

By 8,966 rations being the mumber due prisoners
of war for months of October at .27¢

By 32,806 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for month of November at .27¢

By 27,965 rations being the number due prisoners

of war for month of December at 27¢

By 17,793 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for month of January at 27¢

By 16,812 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for month of February at 27¢

By 15,140 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for month of March at 27¢

By 77,538 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for month of April at 27¢

By 25,353 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for first ten days of May at 27¢

By 164 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for the period May 11-31 at 27¢

By 100 rations being the number due prisoners
of war for June at 27¢

By amt. of current money left by deceased prisoners
of war

By amt. of current money fund concealed by
priscners of war

Total

Debits

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain Morrison
in Octeber at contract price

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain
Morrison in November at contract price

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain
Morrison in December at contract price

393

$ 119,
2,420.
8,857,
'7,550.

4,804.
4,707.
4,239.

20,741.

6,781

43.
26.
30.

26.
$60,348.

$ 1,626.
5,816,

5,450.

82
62

iN
36
20
41

.92

87
50
00

80
40

43
43

92




March 31
Aprit 30
May 10
May 31
June 30
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.

1865
Jan,
Jan.
Jan.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
March
‘April
April

April

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain Morrison
in January at contract price

To amt. of provisicns furnished by Captain Morrison
in February at contract price

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain Morrison
in March at contract price

To amt. of provisiens furnished by Captain Morrison
in April at contract price

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain Morrison
from May 1-10 at contract price

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain Rudolph
from May 11-31 at contract price

To amt. of provisions furnished by Captain Rudolph
in June at contract price

10 galions molasses from Commissary of Subsistence
at 40¢ per galion

To amt. bili F La Croix as per certified voucher
No. 1

To amt., bill of Peter O. Donnell as per certified
voucher No. 2

To 4G pounds candles from Commissary of
Subsistence at 39¢ per pound

To amt. paid C. E. Ccolby for services as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for November

To amt. paid C. Sturdivant for services as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for December

To 40 pound candles from Commissary of Subsistence
at 29¢ per pound

To 10 galions molasses from Commissary of
Subsistence at $1.25 per gatlon

To amt. paid C. Sturdivant for services as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for January

To amt. bill Bostick & Seymour as per certified
voucher No. 3

To amt. bill Peter O. Donnell as per certified
voucher No. 4

To amt. bill W. & J. McCracken as per certified
voucher No. 5

To 750 pounds potatoes from Commissary of
Subsistence at 2¢ per pound

To amt. paid C. Sturdivant for services as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for February

To amt. paid C. Sturdivant for services as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for March

To amt. bill Bostick & Seymour as per certified
volucher No. 8

To amt. bill Peter O. Donnell as per certified
voucher No. 7

To amt. paid C. Sturdivant for services as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for April

394

3,504.
3,224.
2,384.
11,713.
- 3,936.
25.

16.

234,
119.

15.

100.

15.
12.
100.
500.

234,

51

15.
100.
100.

421

34.

100.

07
12
07
43
48
85
16

.00

00
70
60

.67

00

60
50
00
00
30

.00

00
00

00
.86

00
00




a

June
June
June
June

July

To amt. paid C. Sturdivant for services as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for May
To amt. bill Bostick & Seymour as per certified

voucher No. 8

To amt. paid C. Sturdivant for service as clerk
for commissary of prisoners for June

Te amt. pald Sgt. A. Frelot for services in office
of commissary of prisoners in April

To amt. bill Peter O. Donnell as per certified

voucher No. ¢

Balance

I certify that the above statement is correct.
Ernest Holmstedt
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Col. 74th Regt. U.S.C. Inft.
Comdg. Post

100.00
233.00
100.00
12.00
76.80

40,463.99
$19,884.41




United States to

1864

November 30
November 30
November 30

United States to
1864

Dec. 28

AV KA SRR, CRNEYY, oY

Certified Voucher No. 1

Francis La Croix

10 barrels onions $8.00 .$ 8G.00
20 barrels potatoes 5.75 115.00
130 head cabbage .30 38.00

L . o : $234.00

Certified Voucher No. 2

Peter Q. Donnell

glass inkstands

8-qur. Med. Blank Baooks
3-qur. Day Blank Books
Copying Letter Press
Copying Letter Books
Copying Letter Brushes
Doz Oii Sheets

Quart Copying Ink
Bottles Carmine Ink

12 Lead Pencils

1
1
2

United States to

Feb, &

N

— e OO

4
4
1

Rubber Auer
gross Gillotte Pens
qurs. Patent Blotting
Total

Certified Voucher No. 3

Bostick & Seymour

Pr. 600 Ibs. Platform Scales (Fairbanks)
Pr. Spring Balances & Dishes to weigh

50 lbs. each

coal oil lamps & 2 shades for same

gals. best coal oil in can & 1 lamp feedin
doz. cotton wicks & 2 doz. lamp chimnies
pr. lamp scissors & 1 i0-in. ebony handle
knife

dozen best axe heives & 1 doz. corn brooms
iron cauidrons 50 gais. each

9-in. Diamond Rock -stove complete

10 feet heavy 6-in. stove pipe, 1 cap for same

1

keg 25 [bs. black paint
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.00
.00
.50

.00
.00

.50
.50
.50
.50

.70
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$ 46.

N Cowm

- 70

50

.50
20
.25

.50

.75

24,
102,
00
14,
.50

50
00

25
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Jan. 1865

1865

1865

April 11

2 gals. linseed oil & 1 can for same

T gal. neetsfoot oil

2 4/0 paint brushes, 2 sash (illegible)

6 brass candlesticks

6 brass drawer locks, asst.

12 large tumbler padlocks, asst.

12 10-inch hasps with staples

3 tin scoops, 1 gal.

2 tin funnels

24 zinked washboards

3 wooden faucetts & 2 molasses graters

3 packing boxes

1 No. 3 range with boilers, complete

15 feet heavy stove pipe, cap for same
Taotal

Certified Voucher No. 4 -

United States to Peter O. Donnell

4 Reams Cap Paper & 4 Reams Letter Paper
172 Reams Folio Paste Paper

1500 Letter Envelopes & 1500 Official Envelopes

quarts Fluid Ink & 5 botts. Carmine Ink
gross Pens & 12 bottles Muscilage

Ruling Pens & 12 large Memorandum Books
Pr. Bank Shears & 1 doz. Lead Pencils
doz. Pen Hoiders & 12 Pieces Rubber
Stamp in Brass & 1 Stamping Pad

Bottle Stamping Ink & 1 Calinder

Steel Erasers & 2 large Glass Inkstands
Letter clasps & 2 Card Racks

Rubber Siates

o2 N P R R a7 T )

Total

Certified Voucher No. 5

United States to W. J. McCracken

8 Oak Cain Seat Office Chairs
4 Qak Wood Seat Office Chairs
Totai

Certifiad Voucher No. b

United States to Bostick & Seymour

6 12-in. extra whitewash brushes
23 tbs. 1/4 in. cotton thread rope
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.50
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.40
.40

.65
.50
.60
.75
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.00
15

00

$500.

$ 38.
13.

00
00

$ 51.
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28.
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2 Britannia covered pitchers 6.00
1 bolt 43 1/2 yds. cotton duck 65.25
1 sash tool .50
10 pounds chatk 1.00
6 army cauldrons 40 & 50 gals. 129.00
6 galv. copper bottom boilers & covers 43.50
4 boits 236 yds. mosquito netting 49,56
36 pounds sail twine 54.00
6 large globe signal lights 31.50
Packing & drayage 3.50
Total . . $421.86

Certified Voucher No. 7

United States to Peter O. Donnell

1865
March 13
April 13

United States to Bostick & Seymour

March 15

United States to Peter O'Donnell

1864

Dec. 1

398

6 bottles stamping ink $ 4.50
1 guart fluid ink 2.50
100 slate pencils 1.00
2 official envelope paper 1.50
1500 letter envelopes 12.00
T ream letter paper 12,50
Total $ 34.00
Certified Voucher No. 8
1 Burgler Proof Safe with drawers, complete
2 1/2 x 2 ft, $115.00
2 Marine office clocks 31.00
T Plantation Bell & mountings 45,00
1T 6-in. Diamond Rock Stove, complete 35.00
14 feet heavy stove pipe 7.00
Total $233.00
Voucher No. 9
1 8 quire Royal Record Book $ 30.00
1 6 quire Day Cash Book 15.00
-2 5 quire Day Record Books. - S . - 15.00
24 memo books 16.80
Total $ 76.80

J
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Appendix F
TRANSFERAL AND DISPOSAL OF PRISCN CAMP PROPERTY

On September 11, 1865, Capt. C. &. 5. Rudolph, A.Q.M., transferred to
Lt. P. J. Noyes, A.A.Q.M., 74th U.S. Colored Infantry, these items pertaining

tc the military prison:

21 quires letter paper

34 quires foolscap paper
11 quires folio post paper

860 official envelopes
2,260 letter envelopes
3 bottles carmine ink
50 steel pens

4 botties mucitage
ruling pens

cffice shears

pen holders

pieces rubber
stamp in brass
botties stamping ink
calender

erasers

glass inkstands
jetter clasps

letter racks

siates

74 slate pencils

1 coping press

2 copying brushes
12 oil sheets

ruler

platform scales
spring balances
lamps with shades
tamp feeder

famp scissors

GIMO o 00D a2 =]~ W

R Y % g

5 tamp chimneys

1 butcher knife

24 axe helves

4 hrooms

10 iron cauldrons

Z stoves

49 feet stove pipe

1 cooking range

6 boilers with covers
17 pounds black paint
1 paint brush

6 candlesticks

4 till locks

12 padlocks

12 hasps & staples

3 tin scoops

2 funnels

8 washboards

1 molasses grate

12 office chairs

5 pounds cotton rope
2 water pitchers

14 pounds sail twine
globe lanterns
office clocks
plantation beti
stovepipe caps
galion neetsfoot oil
1/4 gallon paint oil
iron safe

Holmstedt to Noyes, Sept. 26, 1865, NA, RG 249, Ltrs. Recd.

On Qctober 28, Commissary-General Hoffman directed Colone] Hoimstedt to

seli at public auction all prison property in the hands of Post Quartermaster

Noyes.

Hoffman to Homstedt, Oct. 28 1865, NA, RG 243,




As - of February 20, 1866, there remained on Ship Istand these articles
belonging to the prison camp: ten lamp chimneys, three brass candiesticks,
two office clocks, one set of platform scales, two spring balances, two metal
water pitchers, one iron safe, one letter press, one pair office shears, twelve
office chairs, twenty-one heives, four giass signal larnterns, ten pounds hemp

sail twine, one (illegible), and one tin memorandum rack.

Sturdivant to Fettis, Feb. 20, 1866, NA, RG 249, Litrs. Recd. Charles
Sturdivant was a clerk in the Subsistence Department.
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Appendix G

Known Union Ship Istand Burials as of March 1, 1866.

=
(=)

DO~ o= L

Name

Hall, H.
Unknown
Unknown

Pierson, William

Unknown

Barnes, Calvin
Grant, Wm. H.
Nunn, John

J. B,

F. B.
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
B.
Unknown

Robinson, Alex

Unknown

Gilbert, William

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Colson, Aaron
Wyman, W. W,
Armstrong, Chas.
Maroney, Thomas

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown

Wilson, Joseph

J. P.
Unknown

Champiain, Geo. W.
Holdridge, P. B.

Unknown
Unknown
tUnknown
Unknown

Vangarder, V.

Rank

pPvt.
X
X
Cpi.
X
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt

KX XXX KXXX

Pvt.

<

X XX XX

401

Unit, elc.

2
=]

xxxXxxxxxxa0000 0«

Co.

X

x XK X X

. E, 78th USC!

. C, 74th UsCI

. F, 74th, USCI
. H, 74th, USCI
. M, 74th, USCI
. C
. C

K, 2d La. Na. Guard

13th Me. Vols.

Co.
Co.
Co.

xXx X XG0 xxxxxxxx

B, 13th Me. Vols.
A, 6th N.Y. Vois.
B, 38th Mass. Vols,

. K, 2d La. Na. Guard

. F, 114th N.Y. Vois.
. D, 114th N.Y¥Y. Vols.

2d Ohio Battery




No

46
47
48
49

51
a2

54
55
56
57
58

60
61

63
64
65

67
68

70
71
72
73
74

76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88

90
9
92
93
24
95

Name

Unknown
O'Brine, Daniel
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Closson, Joel
Carpenter, F.
Unknown

Piper, D.

QOates, S.
Unknown
Chapman, Wm. S.
Billings, A. J.
Parker Paris
Taylor, Austin
Polley, Robert N.
Follansbee, G. R.
White, W, C.
Grass, Ed
Fowler, Orin
Payne, Eugene
Mason, A. W,
Tuttle, Algiizo
Carson, Levi C.
Fernald, Joseph
Saunders, James
Gunsolm, Abner
Unknown
Brooks, John
Walker, George
Lamb, G. 5.
Buzzell, Solon D.
Unknaown
Crowell, Sandford
Honipson, _ T.
B__man, Jacob
Unknown
Unknown
Prentice, Charles
Beane, C. J.
Bird, Wiliam
Pongsiey, ira
Fly, Alfred w.
Unknown
Woodman, Albert

Wright, Charles N.

Oliver, David
Unknown
Hooper, Orlando

Rank

0
< X
~

XK KX

Pvt,
Pwvt,

Pvt.
Pvt,

Pwvt,
Pvt.
Pwvt.
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pwvt,
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt

Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pwvt,
Pvt,

Pwvt.
Cpt.
Pvi.
Pvi,

Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt,

Pvt.
Cpl.
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.

Pvt,
Pvt,
- Pwvt.

Pvt,

402

Unit, elc.

9 x

. G, S8th N.H

X KX X

Co. A, 14th Me.
Co. A, T14th Me.

8th N.H. Vois.

Co. E, 8th N.H.
Co. H, 13th Me.

Co. E, 13th Me.

Co. F, 13th Me.-

Co. F, 13th Me,
Bucksport, Me,

Co. G, 8th N.H.
Co. G, 8th N.H.
Co. B, 8th N.H.
Co. B, 8th N.H.

Co. K, 4th Wis.
Co. K, 4th Wis.

Co. D, 13th Me.

Co. E, 4th Wis.

Ce. A, 13th Me.
Co. A, 13th Me.
Co. A, 13th Me,

Co. B, 4th Wis.
Co. B, 4th wis.
X

Co, |, 8th N.H.
Co. C, 8th vt.
8th vi. Vols.
Co. K, 8th vt,
X

Co. D, 13th Me.

Co. I, 13th Me.
13th, Me. Vols,
X

X

Co. C, 13th Me.
Co. C, 13th Me.
Co. F, 13th Me.
Co. G, 13th Me.
Co. G, 13th Me.
X

Co. C, 13th Me.
Co. H, 13th Me,

Co. K, 7th Vt.
X

Co. K, 13th Me.

. Vols,

Vols.
Vols.

Vols.
Vols.
Vols.
Vols.
Vols.

Vols.
Vols.

Vols.

Vols.

Vols.
Vais.
Vols.

Vols.
Vols.

Vols.

Vals.

Vols.

Vols.

Vols.

Vols.
Vols.
Vols.
Vols.
Vals.

Vols.
Vois.
Vois. .

Vols.

Vols.
Vols.
Vols.
Vols.

]
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No. Name Rank Unit, etc.
96 Hooper, C. 5. Pvt. Co. K, 13th Me. Vols.
97 Unknown X X
98 Unknown X X
99 teng, J. Pvt. Co. F, 6th Mich. vols.
100 Holmes, Daniel Pvt. Col. E, Vt. Vols.
101 Barrett, Alonzo Pvt, Co E, 13th Me. Vofs.
102 Millett, William E. Pvi. Co. K. 13th Me. Vols.
103 Jordan, R. T. Pvt. Co. K, 13th Me. Vols.
104 Durell, H. E. Pvt. Co. K, 13th Me., Vols.
105 Gunn, Marshall H. Pvt. Co. E, 13th Me. Vols.
106 Richardsen, J. M. Pvt, 4th Mass. Battery
107 Winchester, Orrin Pvt. Co. A, 7th Vi. Vols.
108 Bradford, George Pvt. Co. K, 6th Mich. Vols.
109 Pike, George Pvt. 15th Me. Vols.
110 - Unknown X X
111 Fagan, Michael Pvt. Co. K, 9th Conn. Vols.
112 Brown, G. W. Pvt. Co. D, 14th Me. Vols.
113 Bachelder, James Pvt. Co. F, 8th N.H. Volis,
114 Griffith, John W. Pvt. Co. |, 6th Mich. Vols.
115 Gibson, E. M. Pwvt. Co. 1, 6th Mich. Volis.
116 McFarland, Amos Pvit, Co. A, 14th Me. Vols.
17 Trafton, Harrison Cpl. Co. E, 14th Me. Vols.
118 Witham, A. H. X X
119 Unknown X X
120 Harris, E. H. Pvt. Co. B, 14th Me. Vols,
121 Unknown X X
122 Crowell, S. T. Pvt. Co. G, 14th Me. Vvols,
123 Needham, G. E. Pvt Co. G, 14th Me. Vols.
124 Trasn, O. Pvt. Co. H, 14th Me. Vols,
125 Reynolds, Charles Pvt. Co. C, 13th Me. Vols.
126 Goodhue, J. Pvt. Co. A, 26th Mass. Vois.
127 Unknown X X
128 Burton, Daniel B, Pvt, Co. H, 15th Me. Vols.
129 Willlams, George Pvt. Co. D, 26th Mass. Volis.
130 Welsh, Robert Pvt. Co. E, 9th Conn. Vols.
131 Black, Oliver Pvt. Co. K, 26th Mass. Vols.
132 Long, Washburn Pvt. Co. D, 12th Conn. Vols.
133 Wright, William Pvt, Co. E, 12th Conn. Vols.
134 Strong, Edmund Pvt. Co. A, 31st Mass. Vols,
135 Eastman, Daniel Pvt. Co. C, 30th Mass. Vols.
136 Hitchings, Charles F. Pvt. Co. |, 15th Me. Vols,
137 Bradbury, W. S. Pvt. Co. F, 14th Me. Vols.
138 Trusseli, George E. Pvt, Co. A, 14th Me. Vols.
139 Royal, Morris J. Pvt, Co. E, 14th Me. Vols.
140 Larkin, Newell J. Pvt, Co. H, 14th Me. Vols.
141 Lawrence, Robert Pvt, Co. A, 14th Me. Vols.
142 Gitchell, Roswell E. Pvt. Co. F, 15th Me. Vols.
143 Carter, Alden G. Pvt. Co. A, 14th Me. Vois,
144 Merchant, W. H. Pvt. Co. E, 15th Me. Vois.
145 Foss, $. F. Mus. Ca. H, 14th Me. Vols.
146 Church, Moses Pvt. Co. H, 12th Conn. Vols.
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147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192

193

194
195
196
187

Nams

Cushing, lra W.
Hatch, Colon C.
Reynolds, Christian
Revnolds, Wiliiam
Hill, George

Chase, Braddock R.

Perkins, Wilson
Eggleston, Lewis H.
Johnson, Joseph F.
Gross, George E.
Manning, John H.
Messerve, Alonzo
Damico, George
Libley, Almardo L.
Earle, Joseph W.

Littlefield, George W.

Knight Sebastian S.
Honning, Amos
Cameron, Tinley
Clark, Steven

fFale, |saac R.
Herriman, Sylvester
Mcbanald, David
Ring, Jameas W.
Staniey, StiHman G,
Borden, W. L.
Wentworth, Sewall
Hilton, George W.

Washburn, Watson U,

McQuillan, M.
MchDermott, C.
Wheeler, J4. D.
Clark, N,
Morgan, David
Ruggles, Stephen
Grant, W. F. B.
Miller, E.
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
Hahson, B.
Johnson, Richard
Green, R.
Mansfield, John
Vanalkenter, A. B.
Davis, J. R.
Unknown
Johnson, Andrew S,
Unknown

Notses, Samuel

Pvt.
5gt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvit.
Sat.
VAN
Regt. Surg.
X
Pvt.
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Unit, etc.

Co. A, 15th Me. Vols,
Co. B, 15th Me. Vois.
Co. |, 14th Me. Vois.

Co. C, 13th Conn. Vols.

Co., C, 6th Mich. Vois.

Co. A, 30th ,Mass. Vols.

Co. H, 15th Me. Vois.
Co. G, 6th Mich. Vols,
Co. B, 8th N.H. Vols.
Andover, Mass,

Co. C, 31st Mass. Vols.

Co. D, 15th Me. Vols.
Co. G, 15th Me. Vols.
Co. G, 12th Me. Vols.
Co. D, 4th Wis. Vols.
Co. A, 30th Mass. Vois.
Co. F, 12th Me. Vols
Co. E, 15th Me. Vols.
Co. |, 14th Me. Vols.
Co. F, 7th Vt. Vols.
Co. H, 15th Me. Vols.
Co. K, 8th N. H. Vols.
Co. A, 31st Mass. Vols,
Co. K, 15th Me. Vois.
Co. A, 14th Me. Vals.
2d Vi, Battery

Co. 1, 15th Me Vols.
Co. G, 1bth Me. Vols.
Co. G, 14th Me. Vols.
Co. K, 31st Mass. Vols.
Co. K, 31st Mass. Vols.
Co. K, 31st Mass. Vols.
X

Co. G, 3ist Mass. Vols,
Co. D, 31st Mass. Vols.
Co. D, 31st Mass. Vols.
Buriington, Me.

X

X

X

X

Co. K, 6th Mich. Vols.
Co. G, 21st Ind. Vals.

Co. K, 21st Ind. Vols.
Co. D, 21st Ind. Vols,
Co. K, 21st Ind. Vols.
Co. H, 21st Ind. Vols,
X

Co. E, 118th N.Y. Vols.




i
s

No. Name Rank Unit, eic.

198 Sherman, Moses Pvt. Co. E, 119th N.Y. Vols.
199 Unknown X X

200 Kennison, David Pvt. Co. H, 13th Me. Vols.
201 Watson, C. Pvi. Co. K, 12th Me. Vols.
202 Mayford, R. 5. Pvt. Co. G, 12th Me. Vols.
203 Osgood, P. H. Pvt. Co. H, 13th Me. Vols.
204 Preston, C. E. Pvt, Co. B, 12th Me. Vols.
205 Morse, M. W, Pvi. Co. B, 12th Me. Vols.
206 Brooks, W. E. Pvt. Co. B, 12th Me. Vols.
207 Grover, Dilbert Pvt. Co. A, 12th Me, Vols.
208 Humphrey, G. W. Pvt. Co. E, 12th Me. Vols,
209 Turner, T. Pvt. Co. E, 13th Me., Vols,
210 Chase, John Pvt, Co. G, 12th Me. Vols,
21 Andrews, J. H. Pvt. Ce. D, 12th Me. Vols.
212 Grant, G. A. X X

213 Libby, George H. Pvt. Co. C, 12th Me. Vols.
214 Currin, S. X 12th Me. Vols.

215 McFadden, A, X X

216 Peabody, A. 5. ' Pvi. Co. I, 12th Me. Vals.
217 Jordan, E. W. Pvt. Co. K, 12th Me. Vois.
218 Roberts, B. S. Cpl. Co. K, 12th Me. Vols.
219 Shee, Jochn T. Pvt, Co. E, 13th Me. Vaols.
220 Cross, Allron P. Pvt. Co. E, 13th Me. Vols.
221 Weldy, Edward W. Mus. Co. |, 13th Me. Vols.
222 Oscar D. Smali Pvt. Co. I, 13th Me. Volis.
223 Unknown X X

224 Unknown X X

225 Unknown X X

226 Unknown X X

227 ~ Unknown X X

228 Unknown X X

229 Unknown X X

230 Dubois, Charies Pvt. Co. B, 12th Cenn. Vols,
231 O'Donald, Jeremiah Pvt. 90th M.Y. Vols,

232 Dorgan, James Pvt, Co. D, 159th N.Y. Vols.

List of Union Burials, Ship lIsland, NA, RG 92, Quartermaster General
Cemeterial Files--Ship Island. On November 29, 1865, Colonel Hoimstedt had
forwarded to the New Orleans Daily Times two corrected lists of all the known
soldiers buried on Ship Island. Statement No. 1 contained the names, ranks,
units, states, date of deaths, and ages, where krown of the Unjon dead.
Statement No. 2 gave the grave number, name, rank, ship or unit, date of
death, and cause thereof for the Confederate prisoners of war. Holmstedt to
Editors, Nov. 27, 1865, found in the New Orleans Daily Times, MNov. 29 &
Dec. 3, 1865.
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Appendix H

Confederate Prisoners of War Who Died and Were Buried on

No. of
Grave Name

1 J.K, Fennher

2 R. Chapman

3 L. Hahl

4 J.B. Whitehurst
5 A. Belguard

b T.J. Johnson

7 R.B. Merril

8 J.C. Davis

9 J.l. Slaugher
10 A. Holley

11 J.A. Abercrumie
12 J. Adcock

13 O. Duvio

14 Edward Morriscon
15 Charles Goddloe
16 Charles Seawell
17 George W. Tate
18 W.W. Linville
18 Jesse W. Adams
20 James B. Talbert
21 M.E. Robinson
22 R.W. Johnsaon
23 David McDaniel
24 A. Chapman

25 J. Donnio

26 James Cox

27 James T. Green
28 George Briggs
29 R.B. Abothnot
30 L.G. Thigpen
31 J.N., Stevens
32 W.E. Groom

33 J. Pitts

34 N.A. Sales

35 J.M. Brufot

36 John Underwood
37 Elijah Self

38 H. Graham

39 Gegorge W. Alien
40 J.P. Tillman

41 J.A. Bailey

Rank

Private
I

Capt.

Private
n

Sat.

Private
41

it

Capt.

Private
i

Ship Island

Regiment

W. Ark. Bat.
12 Tex. Cav.
7 Ala. ¥
Home Guard
Robt's Squad
Lock's Bat.

1] u

n 3
H 11
[} 1]

Home Guard
21st. Ala,
4th. La.

1st. Ala. Art.
Lock's Bat.

1] i1

21st. Ala.
Lock's Bat.
ist. Ala Art.
Z21st. Ala

UmIT=I0 O

tst. Ala. Cadets B

Lock's Bat.

n i1

21st. Ala.
u o

16th Texas
Lock!s Bat.
3rd. La.
Edgar's Bat.
1st. Ala Art.
Lock's Bat.
21st. Ala
15th. Cons Cav.
21st. Ala
P1. Cadets
1st. Ala tnf.
21st Ala.

1l it

— I X

IxXm
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Co.

MMM E O

Date

Oct.
11

November

I

17,
17
22
25
30
31

1864

1
i

Disease

-.-—}

Of what

Consumption
it

Chrenic Diarrhea
11

Typhoid Fever
Diarrhea

i
Scurvy

Pneumonia
13

Dysentery

|



Name

5.5, MclLean

W. Bovard
James Simon

Eli Brueil

W.G. Bailey

D. Groce

W.J. Essan

F. Stockman
Thomas Rogers
Phillip Burgerot
Martin Parker
J.W. Bowler
J.M. Heard
Oliver Stsff
William Diamend
E.G. O'Pry

R.A. Smith

H. Smith

Mathew Callowho
E.T. Carliste

T. Gommon

J.K. Jones
Henry Tatum
S.B. Hatcheli
Thomas A. Hudson
Francis Henry
F. Tyus

T. Stephens

D. OCabrook

J.A. Hay
Gammon

wW.D. Hand

A. A. Gilmore
E. Nafors (Majors)
A.P. Oakley
Allen Baker
Benjamin Edwards
John Hall

Jesse Hays
Daniel Carroll
W.H. Steone
James O. Guymor
Charles Clements
E.W. Kennedy
A.W. Smith

G.W. Hill

John T. Poittat
wWm. Garris

Phii Howell

Rank

Private
1t

Ram Tenn

Private
H

Private
1)

Private
1]

1]
Private
I ]
1]

Sgt.
Private

Regiment

21st Afla.
1st. La.
Gulp's Bat
2lst. Ala.
[ 1] [

I I

4th. La.
21st. Ala.
L] W

Eng Dept.
1st. Ala.
21st. Ala.
1 [1]

21st. Ala
Gulp's Bat
21st. Ala.
Lock's Bat
Eng. Corps
21st. Ala.
Str. Selma
Lock's Bat.
2Tst. Ala.
Culp's Bat.
Lock's Bat.
Eng. Dept's

1st. Ala Arty.
3rd. La. Cav.

Ram Tenn,
Lock's Bat,
Fla. Mil.
21st. Ala.
11 1}

lock's Bat.
1st. Ala.
Lock's Bat.

21st. Ala.
1] (L}

1st. Ala.
21st. Ala.
1st. Ala.
21st. Ala
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Cav.

Art.

Art,

Art.

Co.
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OO UTU A WRWWwWwmmn

bk rd e 3 ol ko e =3 o Wl 3
MO WWWMNOMRMNMNDMOR 2 2 OO

Of What
Disease

Dysentery
u

Pneumonia
1]

Dysentery
i

Diarrhea
Pneumonia
Dysentery
Typhoid Fever
Phthisis
Dysentery

Chronic Diarrhea
H

L]
Typhoid Fever
Dysentery
Pneumonia
Dysentery

]

Shot by Sentinal




Name

106
107
108
108
110
111
112
13
114
115
116
117
118
118
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140

J.C. Bunelon
John Fortenbery
Samuel Chestnut
Daniel Crosby
S.W. Deloach
W. Kennedy

-§.B. McEirath

G.W. Mathews
John Chason
C.F. Coleman
Edwin Mctley
D.K. Evans
William Lee
S.R. Kennedy
B. Hudson
J.W. Swearinger
H.M. Caldwell
W.S. Philan
W.J. Kirby
J.B. Bunn
W.W. Goodwin
Simon Mapies
W.T. Chapman
Charles Ward
A.K. Tayior
T.B. Severance
G.T. Grace
W.H. Fisher
J.D. Graham
S5.D. Boone
Henry Davidson
A.J. Parten
J.B. Fulford
A.T. Taul

S. Thompson

J. Austin

5. Stinson

Q. W. Turner
James Grenshaw
P.F. Abercrumbie
Robert Bailey
W.J. Dillard
William Meeks

T. Albritton
J.B. McDougal

“ALR. Litly - -

J.W. Smith
Dennis Fynn
J.H. Bethia
James Stanfield

Rank

Private
11

Sgt.

Private
1

Capt.

Private
i1

1]

Sgt.
Private
Sgt.

Private
[

Lds

Private
H

Citizen
i3
Lds
It

Private
i

Private

Regiment

Lock's Bat.
20th Miss,
Lock's Bat
Eng. Corps
21st. Ala.
Lock's Bat
It ) }]

H 1t )
Fia. Mit.
Lock's Bat.

21st. Ala.
2nd. Fla.

1st. Ala. Art.

Culp's Bat.

Tst Ala. Arty.
1] it

21st.
u
n ik

T1st. Ala. Art.

Culp's Bat.
2ist. Afa.
1st. Mo. Bat.
21st. Ala.

11} 11

lLock's Bat.

. 21st. Ala.

Fla. Nhl,
2ist. Ala.
113 13

13 n

Fla. Mil,
Str. Sefma
Sig. Corps
Fia Mil
Clinten, La.
Power's Cav.

3rd; La. Cav.-

Str. Tenn.
13 11

20th. Conf.

Hundon's Bat.
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Ala Reg.
H

Co.
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15
16
17
17
17
17

17

18
19
19
20
20
20
20
21
21

22,

23
24
24
25
26

Of wWhat
Disease

--Hepatitis .
1

Dysentery
11

@ = om =G o=

Small Pox
Dysentery
n

Small Pox
Dysentery
H

i
1]

Ascites
Dysentery
i

Pneumonia
Dysentery
It

Typhoid Fever

Chronic Dysenter
Asthma
Carcinoma

Phtisis Pulmonar
b




&o. of
rave
l4']

142

43
44
45

146
47
48

149
50
57

152

i53

Name

wm. L. Robinson
James McCann
W.D. Rogers
S.P. Lynch
James Shipman
5.A. Busby
David Hendriks
Rebert French
Edwin H. Inzer
James Rogers
R.H. McDonald
W.J. Vernon
Frank Bryant

Rank

Sgt.
Lds

Private
ir

#

Sgt.

Private
13

i
n

Regiment Co.

Homes La. Bat
Sir. Selma
15th. Conf. Cav.
1st. La. Cav.
6th. Fla. Cav.
62 Ala. Vols.
8 Ala. Cav.
Cage's Regt.
8 Tex. Cav.
19 La. Inf,

2 Ala. Inf.

8 Ala. Cav.
ist. Ala. Res.
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Date

March
i1

16
18
28
29
31
16
16
23
23
29
30
30

2

Of What
Disease_

Phthisis Putmonary
Dropsy
Dysentery

1t

H

Diarrhea &Int.
Diarrhea
Cancer
Gun Shot Wound
Dysentery

i

Congestive Fever
Diagnolia, efc.
Typhoid Fever
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PLATE |
Recommended National Register Boundaries for the Fort Massachusetts/

Ship Island Post-Light Station Reservation Historic District, Ship Island,
Mississippi, Quadrangie, 7.5 Series.
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PLATE II

Recommended National Register Boundaries for the Guif Coast Quarantine
Station Historic District, Ship island, Mississippi, Quadrangle, 7.5 Series.
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PLATE I!I

"Topographical Sketch of Ship I1sland,”" made by direction of M.D.
McAlester, Corps of Engineers, Bvt. Lt. Col. U.5.A. by D.W. Payne,
Lt. Engrs. Courtesy National Archives, File No. Dr. 84, Sht. 41,
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PLATE IV

"Ship Island & Vicinity, on an Enlarged Scale. From the U.S. Coast

Survey.

Frank Leslie's lilustrated Newspaper, January 4, 1862.
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PLATE V

View of Ship Island, from Harper's Weekly, February 8, 1882.
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FLATE VI

"Expedition Against New Orleans - View of Ship istand from the Steamer

Connecticut,” from Frank Leslie's lilustrated Newspaper, May 17, 1862.
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PLATE VII

"Sketch of the Fart on Ship Island, Showing Buildings Adjacent and
Shore Line." Surveyed and Drawn under the Direction of Bvt. Col. F.E.
Prime, Corps of Engineers. Courtesy National Archives, File No. Dr. 84,
Sht, 42,
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PLATE VIIi]

"Sketch of the Fort on Ship Island, Showing Buildings Adjacent and
Shore Line.® Surveyed and Drawn under the Direction of Bvt. Coif. F.E.
Prime, Corps of Engineers. Courtesy National Archives, File No. Dr. 84,
Sht. 42.
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PLATE IX

Fort Massachusetts (the Fort on Ship Island), Ship Island, Mississippi,
1803. The Ordnance-Sergeant's Quarters and the Lighthouse are seen in
the distance. Courtesy of Guif Islands National Seashore.
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THE SHiP ISLAND LIGHT STATION

i THE HISTORY OF THE 1853-1886 STATION

A, its Construction

1. Congress Makes an Appropriation

On March 13, 1848, Governcr Isaac Johnson of Louisiana
approved a resclution of the General Assembly, cailing on the staie's
senalors and representatives in Congress tc use their influence to secure
an appropriation for "erection of a light-house on Ship island, and a
light-house at Proctor's Shell Bank, or other eligible point on Lake
Borgne." The Louisiana congressional delegation accordingly brought this
subject te the attention of their colleagues, and, on Aprii 28, the

resofuticn was referred to the Senate's Commitiee on Commerce.

The 1st Session of the 30th Congress favored this petition,
and a $12,000 appropriation for construction of a lighthouse on the west
end of Ship Island was inciuded in the YAct making appropriations for
Lighthouses, Life-Boats, Buoys, etc., and providing for the Erection and
Establishment of the same," sighed into law by President James Knox Poik
on August 14, Seven days later, Stephen Pleasanton, long-time "General
Superintendent  of Lighthouses," notified  James E. Saunders,
Superintendent of Lights at Mobile of Congress' action. Because Ship
island was nearer to Saunders’' office than that of any other Collector, it

was to be under his supervision.

1. Resolution of the Louisiana Legislature, March 13, 1848, found in

112, Misc. Doc. Ne. 132. The subject resclution alse called for
"extension of the port of Shieldsborough, in the district of Pear! river,
to Cat and Ship Isiands, and the waters adjacent thereto."




Saunders would accordingly repair to Ship Island and
select and purchase the best site for the station. When this was

accomplished, he was to notify Pfeasonton.2

2. A Site is Selected

Saunders was absent from the city, when the General

Superintendent's letter was delivered. Deputy Collector Charles S. Fox,
upon questioning several steambeat captains familiar with Mississippi
Sound, learned that Ship island was uninhabited, while its western end
was "very low and sandy." As he knew nothing of the channel bearings,
Fox wrote Pleasonton that he did not trust himself to select a site for the
station.

Fox was unable to ascertain whether 2any person or
persons had entered any claim to the island. He, however, believed the
island belonged to the United States.3

Upon making inquiries at the General Land Office, General
Superintendent Pleasonton learned that several Mississippians claimed the
istand under a Spanish land grant, and had instituted suit against the
United States in the Jackson, Mississippi, District Court. Even if the
case were decided against the claimants, they could appeal it 1o the
Supreme Court. Consequently, Pieasonton argued that it would be unwise

te begin construction until the suit was settled.

it might be possible, Pleasonton wrote Saunders, to
bargain with the claimants for three or four acres, on the west end of

Ship Isiand, on condition that the courts awarded them a clear title.4

2. Pleasonton to Saunders, Aug. 21, 1848, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.

== =3+~ —Fox—to Pleasonton,-Sept.-4,-1848,-NA, RG-26, Ltrs. Recd., Supt. of

Lighthouses, Mobite.

4. Pleasonton to Fox, Sept. 15, 1848, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters. The claimants were the heirs of Thomas Powers.
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In mid-November, Superintendent Saunders visited Ship
Island. The western end of the island, he found, would be an
unfavorable construction site, situated as it was on a "low, sandy tongue
of land, some six or seven miles in length and quite narrow except the
extremity which is six hundred yards wide." This slip of land, Saunders
noted, had been

formed by the wind and waves, and is of recent formation
(geologically speaking) and composed of sand hillocks, covered
with a thin coat of coarse grass, on the top and north side,
the south side (being the stormy quarter) being bare. The
little vallies between the hillocks are many of them deep and
nearly level with the sea; and wherever | perfaorated the
ground with the augar. . . , | found the subterranian quick
sand-~-the fresh water to spring a few inches below the surface;
and then the auger would go rapidly down from being twirled
round by the forefinger only.

The spot which | selected for the Lighthouse was the
largest hillock | could find, affording an area of 100 by 60
feet, running off at both ends in a narrow ridge, and pretty
well protected by ranges of hillocks from the waves on the
South side. |Its elevation is ten feet above high and twelve feet
above low tides, and it is 225 feet from the5 north shore, which
heavy vessels can approach within 300 feet.

3. A Plan is Developed and Estimates Prepared

Because of the quicksand, Saunders proposed two modes for
securing a firm foundation. The first called for making an excavation to
sea level, then driving pilings, to be covered by a timber grillage. A
solid, brick and concrete foundation would be positioned on the grillage.
There were two objections to this plan: (a) the great cost; and (b) the
uncertainty as to the depth of the quicksand. On the neighboring
islands, over which the projected railroad from New Orleans to Cat Island
Harbor was 1o pass, this depth was so questionable that many people
doubted the feasibility of the undertaking.

5. Saunders to Pieasonton, Nov. 17, 1848, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd.,
Supt. of Lighthouses, Mobile.




The second mode, suggested by Saunders, caliled for a
basement, similar tc the one at the Bilexi Lighthouse--a concrete mass
three feet thick. This would sustain an iron lighthouse, which would

weigh about one-fourth as much as a brick structure.6

In any event, the tower and keeper's gquarters should be
"prought within a small compass and the vyard paved with brick and a
fencing énc!osing an elliptical area made of two inch thick heart pine
plank, driven perpendicularly in the ground some two feet and a half
deep, ciose side by side." Such a fence would shield the Kkeeper's

quarters from sand and spray during gales.7

Saunders estimated the cost of constructing such a station

at:

Concrete foundation $ 500
Lighthouse 8,500
Sum added on account of the place
heing desert 500 $7,500
Grading surface 400
Dweiling house 1,200
Same added desert place 1,500
Pavement of brick yard 160
Glacis of brush 75
Fence picket of 2 inch pine plank 1,000 $1,835
Total exclusive of lighting apparatus $9,335(8)

As to the height of the tower, Saunders believed that 45
feet would suffice. A light at this eievation would ‘give timely warning
to any wvessel drifting with the current from the East, and if the
approach" should be from the south, the craft could take her bearings on
the new light at Chandeleur Islands, until she could "clearly make the

light on Ship Istand.”g

6. Ibid.

T T e e
8. lbid.
9.  ibid.




General Superintendent Pleasonton, after studying
Saunders' report, questioned whether a concrete foundation wouid yield
the degree of permanency desired. He recommended a pile foundation
covered with 4-inch planks. The piles should be driven through the dry
sand at least three or four feet before they reached quicksand, and then
they must be driven another 25 feet. The dry sand.at the top would

serve as a binding agent.

If, however, Superintendent Saunders still concluded that
a concrete foundation was the answer, he was to muster his arguments

for Pleasonton's review.

Saunders was also called on to provide the Bureau with
information as to the preferred height of the tower. If 45 feet would
answer, Pleasonton believed they could get the firm that had contracted
for the Biloxi station to erect an iron tower at Ship island for the same
price. He, however, questioned whether the $12,000 appropriation would
admit of a taller iron structure. They could build a 85-foot brick tower

and a keeper's quarters for $12,000.10

Superintendent Saunders accordingly took up the type of
foundation with Capt. Jeremiah M. Scarritt, the supervising engineer for
repair of Fort Morgan. Scarritt, upon reviewing Pleasonton's proposal for
employing piling, pointed out that the piles, because they must be pine,
would be subject to rot. If piling were resorted to, the timbers must be
completely submerged. At both Mobile and New Orleans, timber, though
it was uniformly employed for foundations, was "always placed under the
surface deep enough to be in the water all the time." Consequently,
Saunders maintained that a concrete foundation was the best and cheapest

form.

Turning next to a recommended height for the tower,
Saunders reminded the General Superintendent that the Ship Island site

10. Pleasonton to Saunders, Nov. 28, 1848, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.




was "fully as much above low-water mark as the one at Biloxi." And the
Biloxi light, displayed from a 45-foot tower, was visible in clear weather
14 miles. He therefore concluded that a structure of similar height on

Ship Isltand "would answer the demands of navigation at that poim:.“‘llI

4, The Powers Claims Block Construction
On February 11, 1849, United States Senator Jefferson

Davis of Mississippi transmitted a letter from a constituent to General
Superintendent Pleasonton. The writer argued that the tower must be
brick rather than iron, because if built of the latter, such a structure in
that latitude, particularly on an eXposed barrier istand, would "become

too hot for 0ccupation.“12

General Superintendent Pleasonton responded on the 13th.
He pointed out that the land on which the station was to be built was in
dispute and before the courts. Consequently, it was uncertain when it
would be built. He, however, assured Senator Davis that, when erected,

the tower would be br‘ick.13

The case was decided by the district court in favor of the

United States, and the Powers heirs appealed to the Supreme Cour‘t.‘|4

11. Saunders to Pleasonton, Dec. 16, 1848, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd.,
Supt. of Lighthouses, Mobile.

12. Davis to Pleasonton, Feb. 11, 1849, NA, RG 26, Lirs. Recd., Supt.
of Lighthouses, Mobile.

13. Pleasonton to Davis, Feb. 13, 1849, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.

14. Unfortunately, we have been unable to locate the file for Powers, et.
al. vs. United States. The records for the Mississippi District Court for

--—-—this--period --are--on--file-- at -the . Federal. Records -Center at. East Point,

Georgia. In response to our telephone request, Archivist Charles Reedes
vainly searched the court records. Telephone interview, Reedes with
Bearss, July 25, 1980.
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During the winter of 1848-49, the Powers heirs, pending
an appeal to the United States Supreme Court, proposed to surrender
title to a site for the Ship Istand Lighthouse to the Treasury Department,
provided the uUnited States would 'relinquish to them the residue of the
island." United States District Attorney R.W. Gaines promptly transmitted

this propesal to ‘tf\!asi')ir:gtcm.?5

Upen receipt of this news, General Superintendent
Pleasonton wrote Sclicitor R.H. Gillet, seeking an opinion on whether it
weould "be safe and proper for this office to proceed in the work® of

erecting the lighthouse. 16

Gillet learned that District Attorney Gaines was confident
that the high court would not sustain the Powers heirs. Gillet, however,
had no means of "forming an opinion concerning the title,” because he did
not have a record of the trial. But a review of Gaines' brief ied to a

supposition that the United States' title was valid.

The law under which the heirs had filed suit would expire
on June 17, 1848, If Attorney General Reverdy Johnson held that this

interpretation were correct, it would then be safe to begin construction of

the station. 7

Pleasonton promptly forwarded to Secretary of the

Treasury William M, Meredith a copy of Solicitor Gillet's Ietter.q*8

15. Saunders to Pleasonton, April 13, 1848, NA, RG 26, lLtrs. Recd.,
Supt. of Lighthouses, Mobile.

16. Pleasonton to Gillet, April 24, 1843, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.

17. Gillet to Pleasonton, April 25, 1848, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd., Supt.
of Lighthouses, Mobile.

18. Pleasonton to Meredith, Apri 26, 18438, NA, RG 26, i{trs. Recd.,
Lighthouse Letters. :




Saunders was a Democrat. Conseqguently, on inauguration

of Zachary Taylor as Twelfth President, he submitted his resignation as

Cotlector for the Port of Mobile and as Superintendent of Lights in the

Mobile District. His reptacement was Maj. John J. Waiker, who took office

in the fouriih weer of April.

Secretary Meredith decided it would be imprudent to
proceed while the title was in litigation. When a2 year passed and nothing
was heard from the courts, General Superintendent Pleasonton wrote
Collector Walker, asking him to ascertain the status of the suif, because
construction must be started soon. I[f it did not, the appropriation would

lapse on August 3, 1850, and revert to the 'I'r‘tabasury.1

Upon checking with District Attorney Gaines, Walker
learned that the appeal by the Powers heirs was still pending. In
addition, Gaines was of the opinion that it would be a mistake for the
United States to compromise the case by accepting title to the station site

in return for relinquishing to the heirs the remainder of the isiand.zo

Because it was illegal to expend federal funds for
improvements to lands to which the United States did not hold fee title,
the appropriation was allowed to lapse. This did not constitute a
problem, because on September 28, 1850, President Millard Fillmore signed
into law "an Act making Appropriations for Lighthouses, Life-Boats,
Buoys, etc; and providing for the Erection and Establishment of the
same," enacted by the 1st Session of the 3ist Congress, renewing the
$12,000 for construction of a Ship Island light.m

18, Pileasonton to Walker, April 26, 1850, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.

20. Gaines to Walker, May 10, and Walker to Pleasonton, May 16, 1850,
NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd., Supt. of Lighthouses, Mobile.

21. Pleasonton to McCaughan, Dec. 2, 1850, NA,RESZG, Ltrs_S_ent,

Lighthouse Letters; Statutes at Large and Treaties of the United States of
America, from December 1, 1845, to March 3, 1851 . . ., edited by
George Minot (Boston, 18571), Vol. IX, p. 502.
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5. The Claims are Resclved

In its 1852 session, the Supreme Court considered and
rejected the appeal of the Powers heirs to overturn the decision of the

United States District Court for Mississippi.22

6. Establishment of the Lighthouse Reservation

Upon learning that the Supreme Court had ruled in favor
of the United States, General Superintendent Pleasonton asked the
General tand Office to reserve from public sale for lighthouse purposes

so much of the island as requir‘ed.23

Replying to Pleasonton’s letter, Acting Commissioner John
Wilson noted that Ship iIsland had been reserved for military purposes by
order of President James K. Potk on August 30, 1847. Should it be
necessary to request the President to set apart "any specific portion" of
the island for lighthouse purposes, Pleasonton was to delinate it on the

attached pl'at.24

Whereupon, Pleasonton asked that there be set aside 50
acres, "at the western end" of the island for lighthouse purposes. The

desired land was delinated in pencil on the enclosed plat.25

Acting Commissioner Wiison accordingly notified Plieasonten

that President Fitlmore had been asked to set aside 50 acres off the

22. The Supreme Court failed to cite its reasoning for sustaining the
lower court's decision. According to Howard Westwood, a distinguished
Washington lawyer and scholar and former aide to Chief Justice Harfan F.
Stone, this was common procedure at that time in cases of this character.
Telephone interview, Westwood with Bearss, July 7, 1980.

23. Pleasonton to Commissioner, General Land Office, June 4, 1852, NA,
RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, Lighthouse Letters.

24. Wilson to Pieasonton, June 117, 1852, NA, RG 49, Ltrs. Sent, General
Land Office Commissioner.

25, Pleasonten te Wilsen, June 14, 1852, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.




gastern extremity of the island for lighthouse purposes. Such reservation
included 37 64/100 acres in subdivision No. 22 and so much of subdivision

No. 27 as to make the total 50 acres.

The error was discovered on June 29, and, on July 7,
President Fillmore annuled the order reserving 50 acres off the east end
of the island. Instead, the President directed the General Land Office to
set apart for lighthouse purposes the same quantity of land at the west
end of Ship Istand. The subject acreage was to be "exscinded from
subdivision 34 of Town 1X,S5. Range X West, & subdivision 3 of Town X,
Range X Wes’c.“z7

7. Congress Renews the Appropriation

General” Superintendent Pleasonton was understandably
elated to learn that the Supreme Court had overruled the heirs' appeal.
But there was a problem, because the September 1850 appropriation would
lapse before construction could commence. To cope with this situation,
Pleasonton contacted United States Representative Albert G. Brown of
Gallatin, in whose district Ship Island was located. Brown was advised of
the problem, and assured that, as soon as monies became available,
measures would be promptly taken 1o expedite construction of the

sta’cion‘28

The 1st Session of the 32d Congress accordingly made
provision to renew the $12,000 line item for "a light-house on the west

26. Wilson to Pleasonton, June 22, 1862, NA, RG 49, Ltrs. Sent, General
Land Office Commissioner.

27. Plat signed by Millard Filtmore, July 7, 1852, NA, RG 26, Site File,

T Ship T Tsland . N ) o )

28. Pleasonton to Brown, June 2, 1852, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.

10

—uu-—u.-n-—m—l—'ﬂl



end of Ship Island" that was signed into law by President Fillmore on

August 31, ‘!852.29

8. John McCaughan Campaigns for the Prgject
Meanwhile, John McCaughan, the Mississippt City
contractor who had built the Chandeleur, Head of Passes, and South West

Pass Lighthouse Siations, had written General Superintendent Pieasonteon.
He urged that the Ship Island tower be brick. Although the island was
"sand,” he did not believe it was "“washing in any way to effect its
permancy." A tower, between 45 and 55 feet in height, would suffice, as
its principal purpose would be to guide vessels through Ship Istand Pass,
the channel of which hugged the western extremity of Ship Island.

If, however, the Bureau determined to employ an iron
tower, the lantern deck should be 50 feet above ground. Moreover,
McCaughan continued, the appropriation wouid not fund a higher iron
tower, in conjunction with the necessary keeper's quarters and its

dependencies.

In any event, he planned to bid on the station, and
trusted that his past work had given satisfaction and was the "best
guarantee” that "everything of the Kkind done by me shail be of the best

materials and best workmanship.“30

Replying, General Superintendent Pleasonton informed

McCaughan that he had already mailed to Collector Walker the necessary

documents for inviting proposals for construction of the light station.3]

29. Statutes at Large and Treaties of the United States of America, from
December 1, 185, to March 3, 1853 . . ., edited by George Minot
(Boston, 1855), Vol. X, p. 117.

30. McCaughan to Pleasonton, July 22, 1852, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd.,
Supt. of Lighthouses, Mobile.

31. Pleasonton to McCaughan, July 28, 1852, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters,
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9. Specifications are Approved and Bids Solicited
On July 21, the day before McCaughan drafted his letter

to the Bureau, General Superintendent Pleasonton mailed to Mobile District

superintendent Walker a copy of an advertisement for a 45-foot tower, as
recominended by former collector Saunders.  Also enclosed was a sketch
of the section of Ship Island upon which Saunders had located the

proposed station.

Walker was to amend the announcement to provide for
concrete foundations for the tower and quarters. The cellar was to be

eliminated.

The announcement was to be published and carried in at
least one newspaper in both Mobile and New Orleans., Walker was to see

that McCaughan, who had aiready built several lighthouses, was apprised.

On the day the bids were closed, Walker was to abstract
the proposals and award the contract to the lowest responsible person,
provided his bid did not exceed $%9,500. The difference between this
figure and the $12,000 appropriated would be required for the lighting

I . .3
apparatus, supervision, and contingencies.

The announcement as amended and advertised called for
the lighthouse to be built of hard brick, the tower to be round, and the
foundations laid with concrete "as deep as necessary to make the whole
fabric secure." The tower's height was to be 45 feet; the diameter of the
base to be 22 feet; and that of the top 10 1/2 feet. At the footings the
walls were to be 3 1/2 feet thick, graduating to 2 feet at the top.

Bricks were to be laid in Rosendale cement, and whitewashed twice over.

The floor of the tower was to be paved with hard brick.

A circular stairway, connected with a center part, was to be carried up

32. Pleasonton to Walker, July 21, 1852, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,

Lighthouse Letters. The copy of the announcement and sketch of the
isiand are missing from the files.

12

|



from the floor to within 6 feet of the lantern. These stairs were to be of
2-inch oak plank, with a rise of 8 inches. The tower was to be pierced
by three windows and a doorway. The latter was to be 6 feet high and 3
and 1/2 feet across, constructed of T1-inch boards, double and crossed
nailed, with strong hinges, locks, and latchs. The windows were to have

strong frames and sashes, and seat twelve 8 x 10 Iights,33

An arch was to be turned at the top of the tower, on
which was to be laid a stone deck 12 feet in diameter and 4 inches thick,
the joints to be lead filled. An 18- x 2}1-]nch scuttle in the deck was to
pass into the lantern. The scuttle and rabbets were to be covered with
copper. An iron ladder was to reach from the top of the stairs to the

entrance to the scuttle, with steps 2 inches wide.

Atop the tower was to be an octagonal wrought iron
tantern, of sufficient diameter to "admit an iron sash in each station," to
haouse six 20- x 24-inch panes to be glazed with the best French plat
glass, and two 20-x-15-inch copper panes next the deck. There was to
be a sliding ventilator in each copper pane. The sash rabbets were to be
not less the 5/8-inch deep, the octagonal post to be 2 inches square, and
to run 4 feet into the walls of the tower, and be secured with anchors.

The top of the lantern to be a dome formed by 16 iron
rafters "concentrating in an iron hoop," 6 inches wide and 9 inches in
diameter, covered with copper. The copper was toc come down and rivet
on the pieces that form the top of the sash. Atop the dome there was to
be a traversing wventilator, on which was to be secured a vane sheeted
with copper. In one of the octagons, there was to be an iron framed
door, 4 feet high and 2 feet wide, covered with copper, to shut into
rabbets, and secured by two buttons. An iron balustrade with two

3/4-inch iron railings was to encircle the lantern. The lantern and the

33. Advertisement for Proposals, Aug. 2, 1852, NA, RG 26, Clipping
File, Ship island.
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woodwork were to receive two coats of paint. A lightning rod, to extend
2 feet above the vane and a similar distance into the ground, was to be

positioned.34

The one-story keeper's quarters was to be 34 by 20 feet,
and be built of brick. It was to be divided intc two rooms with an entry
between. A stairway in the entry would provide access to the chambers,
which were to be lathed and plastered. There was to be a chimney in
the middle of the dwelling, with a fireplace in each room. The mantels

were to be iron.

The walls of the quarters were to be 20 inches thick, to
be laid in lime mortar, and whitewashed over twice. The foundations
were to be concrete. The roof was to be rectangular, covered with "good
dry merchantable boards,” and shingled. Each room was to have 3
windows, of 16 10 by 8 lights, "and to be of the same dimensions in each
chamber." Doors were to be 4-panel, with good hinges and thumb
latches, and a good lock on the outside door. There was to be a closet
in each room, behind the chimney. Al!l floors were to be double and well
nailed. Inside walls and ceiling were to be lathed and plastered, and all
inside work was to be finished "in a plain, decent style, with good
seasoned stuff.”

Attached to the dwelling was to be a 14-by-12-foot
kitchen, the walls to be 8 feet in height, and the interior to be lathed
and plastered. There would be two doors and two windows. The
chimney was to have a sizeable oven, crane trammel, and hooks for a
fireplace. In the porch, on one side of the chimney, would be a sink,
with a spout leading through the wali. All woodwork, both inside and
cut, t0 be given two coats of paint.

There was to be an outhguse, 5 x 4 feet, painted and
shingled.

14
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A well of sufficient depth to provide good water was to be
dug and bricked, and provided with a curb, iron chains, windlass, and

strong bucket. 35

The station structures were to be completed in a

workmanlike manner by February 1, 1853.36

10. McCaughan Gets the Contract
On September 15, the day designated, Collector Walker

opened and abstracted the three proposals received--J. Lowry & Co. of
Mebile for $3,000, John McCaughan of Mississippi City $8,000, and A.G.
Mallett of Pass Christian for $10,000.

McCaughan would for another thousand dollars make these
changes, which he deemed to be improvements: (a) build a "double plank
foundation crossed and well nailed together, laid deep enough to be
always wet, on which to erect the tower." This would preclude
destruction of the tower by being undermined by surf during storms as
had recently occurred at the Chandeleur Station. The diameter of the

tower's base was to be reduced from 22 to 18 feet.

(b) He would change the flaor plan of the dwelling by
altering its dimensions to 80 by 18 feet in three rooms, one to be a

kitchen

properly fitted up with chimneys, fireplaces, doors, windows,
etc., of suitable size, floors dressed, tongue and grooved heart
plank, walls 12 inches thick, a gallery 8 feet wide on each side
with a cabinet at each end of one gallery for store rooms, etc.

The gallery foundations were to be solid and laid in plank, "at the depth
of water to keep the plank wet."

o
Q

35. |

o
&

36. |

15




(¢) He would build a good brick cistern to hold 2,000

gallons of water, and dig and wall a well.37

After reviewing and evaluating the proposals,
Superintendent Walker recommended that the Bureau accept McCaughan's
bid. He also endorsed the changes McCaughan had proposed, particufarly
substitution of a plank foundation for concrete to guard against
undermining by the sea, and the improvements to the quarters, which

were "absolutely necessary for comfort in this climate.”

To insure that there be no further delays, Walker told
McCaughan to 'proceed with the preliminary arrangements, coltecting

materials, etc. u38

General Superintendent Pleasonton, after studying the
documents, authorized Walker to accept McCaughan's bid to build the
station for $8,000. He, however, rejected McCaughan's proposal to
reduce the diameter of the tower from 22 to 18 feet; to substitute a plank
grillage for the concrete foundation; and to enlarge the dweling from 34
by 20 feet to 80 by 18 feet.

Walker was to contract with McCaughan to "finish the
buildings conformably with the specifications.” The concrete foundations
were 1o be sunk at least 3 feet below ground surface. If Walker held
that they were needed, planks could be laid and the contractor given a

proper allowance.

-

37. McCaughan to  Walker, Sept. 10, 1852; Lowry to  Walker,
Sept, 15, 1852: Mallett to Walker, Sept. 8, 1852, NA, RG 26, Ltirs.
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38. waiker to Pleasonton, Sept. 15, 1852, NA, RG 28, Ltrs. Recd.,
Supt. of Lighthouses, Mobile.
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If 2 well could not be dug and cased, & cistern was to be

substituted.39

11. Station is Built and Accepted
The October 9, 1852, reorganization of the Nation's

lighthouse system, involving constitution of a 9-member tighthouse Board,
division of the country into 12 lighthouse districts, and the 1921
Commerce Department fire which destroyed most of the Board's files
prevents us from determining which, if any, of the authorized changes

were incorporated into the station's construction.

McCaughan and his people were soon hard at work, and,
on March 17, 1853, six weeks later than the date designated,
Superintendent Walker notified Washington that the station had been
completed.  Whereupon, the Board's Engineer Secretary, Edward L.F.
Hardcastle, contacted Capt. Danville Leadbetter, Eighth District Engineer
and Lighthouse Inspector. Leadbetter was to vwvisit Ship Island and
inspect the buildings and determine the dimensions of the lantern

required, and whether a revolving apparatus could be employed.40

Captain Leadbetter was at the island, in mid-May, and
submitted the requisite r*epc:r‘t.41 Unfortunately, Leadbetter's comments

can not be located.

Upon reviewing them, Engineer Secretary Hardcastle wrote

Leadbetter that an illuminating apparatus, consisting of eleven 14-inch

39. Pleasonton to Walker, Sept. 22, 1852, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Letters.

40. Hardcastle to Leadbetter, April 26, 1853, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Dist. Eng.

41. Leadbetter to Hardcastle, May 23, 1853, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Dist. £ng.
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reflectors, along with customary accessories, had been shipped to Mobile

: : ; - 42
for installation in the Ship Island tower.
The illuminating apparatus reached Mobile in early
______ [ =] P Y L ol S, ks | | R R R T B N - e T = Y T |
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that it had been instailed. The light was placed in operation for the first

time in late November-.43

As positioned the tower exhibited a fixed white light, with

14 lamps and 11 reflector‘s.M

Consequently, on November 4, 1853, the Board transmitted
to Captain Leadbetter $2,003,55, the unexpended balance of the Ship
Istand appropriation. He was to obligate so much of these monies as
necessary to place the station *in the most perfect order, and for the
purchase of . . . articles, such as boats, etc., as may be required for

maintenance of the light.“45

The loss or destruction of Leadbetter's report prevents us
from learning how these funds were disbursed.

42. Hardcastle to Leadbetter, June 28, 1853, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Dist. Eng.

43. Leadbetter to Lighthouse Board, 3ept. 10, Oct. 23, & Nov. 24,
1853, NA, RG 26, Register of Letters Received. The register of letters
received by the Board from the Eighth District survived the fire, and
this data has been compiled from the subject register.

n—--—.--m—-’-J

. ._44. _Lists of .Light-Houses, -Lighted -Beacons,-and Floating Lights, of the - - - —

United States (Washington, 1856), pp. 423.

45. Hardcastle to Leadbetter, Nov. 4, 1853, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd.,
Dist. Eng.
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B. Operational History of the 1853-86 Station

1. Pre-Civil War Years

On Christmas Day 1853, Edward Havens entered on duty
as keeper of the Ship Isiand Light, at a salary of $500 per year. Four
months [ater, in mid-April 1857, the position of assistant keeper, at an
annual salary of $300 having been established, District Superintendent of
Lighthouses T. Sanford nominated Joseph Havens to that position.
Havens, after accepting the job on May 10, changed his mind.
Consequently, on August 30, 1854, Christian Ladnier was nominated and

appointed assistant keeper.46

Keeper Havens and Assistant Keeper Ladnier were killed in
June 1855, To replace the keeper, District Superintendent Sanford
nominated the deceased's wife, Mary Havens, and offered the assistant
keeper's slot to John Reid. Both accepted and were appointed. Mary
Havens' tenure as keeper was less than 16 months. She died within that
time frame., Her successor as keeper was John Reid, whose appointment
was dated November 25, 1856. William Stanley was named assistant keeper

on the same day.47

In March 1857, Eighth District inspector Raphael Semmes
installed a new illuminating apparatus in the tower. This light was also

fixed, white, and of fourth order.4

46. Supt. to Board, April 17, 1854, NA, RG 26, Register of Ltrs.
Recd., Ship Island Light Station and Record of the Appointments of
Lighthouse Keepers, 1852-1903. '

47. Supt. to Board, June 15, 1855, NA, RG 26, Register of Ltrs.
Recd., Ship Isiland Light Station and Record of the Appointments of
Lighthouse Keepers, 1852-1903. Efforts to secure data on the
circumstances surrounding the deaths of the trio of keepers have been
unsuccessful.

48. Semmes to Board, March 26, 1857, NA, RG 26, Register of Ltrs.
Recd., Ship Island Light Station, and The Admirally List of Lights of the
United States of America, Corrected to January 1871 (London, 1871),
pp. 42-3.
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During the summer of 1858, coincident with the detailed
surveys being made by Lt. Newton F. Alexander preparatory to breaking
ground for the masonry fort, the lLighthouse Board erected a buoy shed
at the 5tation.49 The shed stood for two years, and was demolished by

. s s .50
the September, 18bU, nurricane.

That vyear's savage late summer and autumn storms also

damaged the keepers' quarters and station gr‘ox.mds'.l‘:;I

The keeper's position seemed to be hexed. Jchn Reid died
in the iate winter of 1859. He was succeeded by F.W. Spencer, on March
2. Meanwhile, four weeks before, Noel Buret had replaced William Stanley

as assistant keeper.

Spencer held the position about 14 months, resigning on
April 24, 1860. His replacement was Munson Wilnot. Buret remained on
as assistant keeper until September 13, 1860, when he resigned and was
succeeded by W. I':‘.ostock.52

2. The Lighthouse and the Confederacy

The little that is known about the light station during the
months Ship Island was occupied by Mississippi troops and Confederate
forces is inciuded in the Ship Island Historic Resource Study chapter
titled, "Ship Island as a Confederate Bastion."

49. Jenkins to Semmes, Sept. 6, 1858, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd., Dist.
Eng. ‘
4

50. Semmes to Handy, Jan. 14, 1861, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd., Dist.
Eng.

51. Supt. to Board, Jan. 11, 1861, NA, RG 26, Register of Ltrs. Recd.,
Ship Island Station.

52. Supt. to Board, July 12, 1860, NA, RG 26, Register of Ltrs. Recd.,
Ship island Light Station and Record of the Appointments of Lighthouse
Keepers, 1852-1903.
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it should be emphasized that we have serious reservations
concerning the story that George Dewey, while a young naval officer in
mid-September 1861, helped save the tower by extinguishing fires set by
the Confederates when they evacuated the island. Dewey, at this Iime,
was assigned to the side-wheel steamer Mississippi and was not in the

area.

3. Station is Repaired and the Light Relit

Cn January 3, 1882, four weeks after Brig. Gen. John W.
Phelps' brigade landed on Ship Isiand, the Lighthcuse Board called upon
the Army to take measures for reestablishing the light. To faciiitate this
task, the inspector at New York City was directed te pack and forward to
the Gulf Frontier a "suitabie Illuminating apparatus, lantern, cleaning

materials, wicks, chimneys, etc."s4

Consequently, arrangements were made for transfer of a
lantern from Barnegat, New Jersey, to the Mississippi Gulf Coast. The
rush of events, the frantic pace of activity associated with the build-up
of an invasion force on Ship Island, the capture of New Orleans, the
dash up the Mississippi, and the reccil from Vicksburg, so engrossed the
Navy's and Army's energies that it was mid-August, 1862, before
attention could be given to reestablishing the Ship Island Lighthouse

Station.

On August 17, William A. Goodwin of the Lighthouse Board
and Acting Lighthouse Engineer Dr. M.F. Bonzanc reached Ship [sland
from New Orleans. Next day, they met with Post Commander Henry C.
Rust and Lt. John C. Paifrey of the Corps of Engineers, and plans were
discussed for repair of the tower, preparatory to relighting the

Iighthouse.55

53. Log, U.S$.S. Mississippi, Sept. & Oct., 1861, NA, RG 24.

54. Shubrick to Phelps, Jan, 3, 1882, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Board.

55. Rust's Journal, Aug. 16-17, 1862, found in the MOLLUS
Massachusetts Commandery Collection, Military History institute, Carlisie
Barracks, PA.
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Goodman and Palfrey concluded that the tower could be
repaired and relighted. As it was imperative that this be accomplished as
soon as possible to facilitate the movements of men-of-war, army
transports, and schooners bringing in materials for construction of the
masonry Tfort, Paifrey agreed o provide the Lighthouse Board with
certain materials from those stockpiled on the island. He accordingly
furnished the Board 12,700 bricks, 50 barrels of cement, and one barrel

of ccaai.s6

The decision to proceed with the repairs made, a
lighthouse tender reached the island from New Orieans, on August 25.
Aboard was a workforce of Italians. They sought to smuggle 10 gallons
of whiskey ashore. Discovered, they saw their booze confiscated. Colonel
Rust then had to settle a dispute between "Uncle Brown and the Degoes
by making them pay over the passage money they collected; they to lose
their time and he the use of and damage to his boat." Rust pronounced

it a "skunk & hedgehog quarrel."

Rust next relieved the ltalians of three rifles, two pistols,
and their ammunition, because the Army would de whatever shooting was

necessary.

The damaged irenwork in the tower was removed and sent
to New Orleans, where it was repaired in the New Orleans mint's
\»\for'kshcuz».l‘:)8 Acting Lighthouse Engineer Bonzano spent October 4 on the
island. Accompanied by Colonel Rust, he climbed the tower and out onto

the tanter‘n.59

56. Palfrey to Totten, Aug. 18, 1863, NA, RG 77, Ltrs. Recd., Chief
Engineer.

7. _Rust's Journal, Aug.

g. 25-26, 3862, MHi--Carlisle Barracks.

'58. Bonzano to Shubrick, Oct. 1, 1862, NA, RG 2B, Ltrs. Sent, 8th
District,

59. Rust's Journal, Oct. 4, 1862, MHI--Carlisle Barracks.
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On November 11, the lighthouse tender Florida and Dr.
Banzano arrived from Fort St. Philip. By the 15th, the 4th order
Fresnal lense, described by Colonel Rust as a thing of beauty, had been

installed. 60

By late November, Dr. Bonzano was able to write the
Lighthouse Board that the station had been repaired. The 4th order
lense, found in New Orleans following the city's capture, had been
installed, and the Barnegat lantern removed and shipped to New Orleans.
The light had been exhibited for the first time on the night of the T4th.
The repairs to the tower, he continued, were "thorough and substantial,”
and the lantern and illuminating apparatus were "“perfect in every

respect."

Only one probiem remained: the keepers' quarters had
been appropriated by the Army as a hospital. Colonel Rust was willing to
vacate, but he must be provided with orders to do so by his superiors at

Headquarters, Department of the Guh‘.gI

On December 2, Colonel Rust received orders from General
Butler's headquarters to wvacate the keepers' quarters. Before the day
was over, the hospital had been relocated and the keeper and assistant

keeper had moved into the qt,tr:nr‘ter‘s.s'2

4. Manning the Station

a. The Keepers and Assistant Keepers Come and Go

The tower repaired and the apparatus about to be

installed, Frederic Shede was nominated as keeper and Peter Richter as

60. |Ibid., Nov. 11-15, 1862,

61. Bonzano to Shubrick, Nov. 24, 1862, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, 8th
District. The lense had been manufactured by Henri Lepante of Paris,
France.

62. Rust's Journal, Dec. 2, 1862, MHI--Carlisle Barracks.
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e 65.__Bonzano._to._Shubrick, Aprii_ 13 &_ 14,

assistant keeper. On December 15, the two men were appointed to these
positions. Keeper Shede's salary was to be $500 per year and Assistant
Keeper Richter's $300 for the subject period. L(ess than two months
tater, on February 13, 1863, the two men were removed from their
po‘itian5.63 Records pertaining to the cause of removal are missing from

the files.

John C. Goodman replaced Shede and Thomas Powley,
Richter. The assistant keeper's salary at this time was boosted from $300

to $400 per annum.64

In mid-March 1863, the light was extinguished by
Keeper Goodwin on orders from Col. Nathan W. Daniels, who had replaced
Colonel Rust as post commander. Some four weeks later, on April 13,
Daniels aliowed the lantern to be relit, after that portion of the fixed lens

facing on the Sound had been blinded.65

Goodwin resigned as keeper after eight months,
vacating the position on October 16, 1863. He was succeeded by Jacob
Jones, who entered on duty that very day. Jones, in turn, resigned on
December 12, 1865, to take effect on January 19. His successor was
william Stack. The keeper's salary, coincidentally, was raised from $500
to $640 per year. Stack was continued as keeper until October 20, 1871,

when he was accused of deserting his post and ﬁred.es

63. Record of the Appointments of Lighthouse Keepers, 1852-1303, NA,
RG 26.

64. Ibid.
8th District.
66. Record of the Appointments of Lighthouse Keepers, 1852-1903, NA,

RG 26.
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During Stack's incumbancy, there had been a
succession of assistant keepers. Thomas Powley resigned on October 27,
1867. His successor, Josiah B. Newman, held the position less than 90
days, dying on January 18, 1868. During the next 43 months, five men
served as assistant keeper--Lorenzi Morechi, January 16-March 9, 1868;
Joseph Florence, March 9-April 13, 1868; James Burns, April 13, 1868 to
April 13, 1869; Joseph Lawrence, April 13, 1889-September 7, 1870; and

Thomas Ewveread, September 7, 1870-September 5, 18?1.67

Robert McVey was named to replace Stack as keeper.
McVey was accused of stealing government property and removed on
April 8, 1872, and replaced by J.R. Todd. Meanwhile, two men had
served as assistant keeper:; Pontus Petriniz from September 5, 1871, until
he abandoned the position on December 18, 1871, and Charles Briggs who

was fired on the same day as Keeper I‘s’lcvey.68

The man nominated as Keeper Todd's assistant, James
Cosgrove, failed to qualify, and Alexander Cockrane was nominated and
appointed on Aprii 23, 1872. Todd and Cockrane had brief tenures. On
August 12, 1872, Todd was removed as keeper and Cockrane resigned.
Ord-5gt. James McCabe replaced Tedd and Alexander McNally took over
as assistant keeper. McNally was removed on November 29. Lt. Col.
James H. Simpson accordingly recommended the appointment of Fort
Keeper John Griffin as McNally's replacement. Griffin, Simpson pointed
out, was a long-time island resident and faithful employee, therefore he

was unlikely to become disenchanted with the isolation and c!imate.sg

67. |bid.
68. Ibid.

89. Simpseon to Henry, Dec. 18, 1873, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, 8th
District,
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Griffin was named assistant keeper on January 13,
1873, and retained the position until his August 24, 1874, removal. His
successor was Charles C. Kennedy, who served as assistant keeper from
September 29, 1873, until his resignation on February 8, 1875.

Coincidentally, Daniel McColl was appointed assistant keeper.

On May 25, 1877, Sergeant McCabe was removed as
keeper. Some six weeks before, the War Department had complained that
Sergeant McCabe was not giving "proper attention to the duties of either
position." The Adjutant General had accordingly asked the Lighthouse
Board to initiate early action to provide for McCabe's relief as keeper to
enable him to attend property to his assignment as post

or-dnam:e-ser'geant.70

b. keeper Dan McColl Spends Nearly 25 Years on the

Island
On May 23, 1877, the District Superintendent
nominated Assistant Keeper McColl as McCabe's replacement. His

appointment as keeper, however, was deferred until September 2.

McColl, a war veteran, had enlisted in the 3d lowa
Infantry, at age 16, during the summer of 1861. He soon developed
rheumatism and was given a medical discharge in February 1862, at
Mexico, Missouri. He was subsequently employed by the Army of the
Cumberiand as a courier. After the war, McColl established himself in
New Orleans and went to work for the Illinois Central Railroad. He lost
his right leg at the hip in a railroad accident in 1869, and, in
September 1875, married Elizabeth Dudley at Biloxi. Elizabeth had been

born, in 1844, in Bayou Sara, Louisiana.71

70. Adj. Gen. to Secy. of War, April 7, 1877, & Secy. of the Treasury
to Secy. of War, April 10, 1877, NA, RG 26, Record of Appointments of
Lighthouse Keepers.

77U Board to”Secy.of the Treasury; May 23; 1877, NA; RG 26, Record.-- -

of Appointments of Lighthouse Keepers; Elizabeth McColl, Application for
Widow's Pension, NA, RG 94, Application 812,780, Certificate 587,968.
The correct spelling of the keeper's name is McColl, although many
people, including his widow, have spelled the name McCall.
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McColl was destined to hold the keeper's position for more
than two decades. On June 2, 1899, he was transferred from Ship island
to the Cat iIsland Lighthouse. The latter station, since establishment of
the South Channel Range Beacon Lights, was considered to be less

arduous for an amputee.
McColl's replacement was Peter Clarisse.

5. Assistant Keeper's Position Abolished

The position of assistant keeper had been abolished 19 years
before, on June 22, 1880. The last three men to hold this position were:
Bernard M. Campbell, June 2-October 2, 1877; James G. Plunkett,
October 2, 1877-January 17, 1878; and Frank P. Ross, March 12, 1878, to
June 22, 1880.72

6. Post-Civil War Repairs and Maintenance
a. Those Accomplished Between 1867-1880

In 1867, slight repairs were made to the station, which
73

was cited as being in good condition. Two vyears later, in 1869, the

station Kitchen was provided with a cooking range, and unspecified

repairs were made to the keepers' quarter‘s.74

in 1875, the tower and keepers' quarters were reportedly
in need of considerable repairs. The flooring timbers had rotted and the
lower floor of the dwelling had given way. In the tower, the window
sash and frames were old, leaked badly, and should be renewed. The

72. Record of the Appointments of Lighthouse Keepers, 1852-1903, NA,
RG 26.

73. Ship island Lighthouse Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File.
74. |bid.; Register of Ltrs. Recd., Ship Island Light Station, NA,
RG 26.
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district engineer estimated the cost of needed repairs at $1,500 and urged

that they be attended to in Fiscal Year ’[876.75

A review of the records, both manuscript and published,

[ —]

leads to the conclusion that these repairs were deferred and not included

cF

in the Lighthouse Board's program, its limited rescurces being directed to

. 76
more pressing heeds.

On July 1, 1878, the color of the fourth-order fixed light

was changed from white to red.ﬂ

In Jdune 1880, Keeper McColl and Assistant Keeper Ross

white-washed the quarters, outbuildings, and fences.78

b. The November 18, 1880, Fire
On November 18, 1880, a fire broke out in the chimney
and destroyed the station kitchen--a 32-by-17-foot shed-like building.
workmen from the tender Mignonette, who had been at the island for a

week rehabilitating the station, hastened ashore and helped Keeper McColl
nrevent the fire from spreading to his quarters. They then lent the
keeper a stove and a table.

Eighth District Lighthouse Engineer Maj. William H. Heuer
recommended to the Lighthouse Board that the kitchen not be rebuilt,
because, now that the assistant keeper's position had been abolished, one

of the quarters' rooms could be converted into a kitchen.79

75. Ship Island Lighthouse Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File.

76. Annual Report of the Light-House Board to the Secretary of the

Treasury for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1876 (Washington, 1877,
op. 45-6.

77. Shln Istand Lighthouse Statlon MNA, RG 26 Chppmg File.

78. Report of Repairs at Stations, 1880 83 NA, RG 26.

78. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, Nov. 23, 1885, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th District. .
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The Board approved Heuer's proposal, and the tender

workmen undertook this project.

Before returning to New Orleans, the workmen also
repointed the exterior walls of both the tower and dwelling; replastered
interior walls; painted and whitewashed all station structures; repaired
quarters roof; laid new floor in storehouse; repaired woodwork as

needed; and levelled and repaired the quarters' foundations.80

c. Post-Fire Repairs and Maintenance
In March 1881, the Ilighthouse tender returned to Ship

Island, and workmen repaired the plank walkways and relocated the
storeroom to higher ground. Then, in May, Keeper McColl's quarters
were repaired and whitewashed, and the platform around the bell rebuilt

and r'aised.g1

In July 1883, three panes of glass in the lantern were

replaced. 82

7. Maritime Disasters in Ship tsland Waters

The lighthouse Kkeepers were responsible for reporting
maritime disasters. On June 4, 1866, the steamer Red Chief, laden with
a cargo of lumber, bound for New Orieans, encountered a gafe in Ship
tsland Pass. Buffeted by high seas, she sprang a leak and sank in 18
feet of water. Although she was a total loss, no lives were lost, the

crew being saved by the steamer Countess.83

80. Ship Island Lighthouse Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File; Report of
Repairs at Stations, 1880-83,

81. Report of Repairs at Stations, 1880-83, NA, RG 26.
82. Ibid.

83. New Orleans Daily Times, June 6, 1866.
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The next victim was the schooner George Henry, also New

Orleans-bound, which foundered in mid-November ‘1866.84

On March 24, 1877, Keeper McCabe reported that the bark
85

Holland had come ashore and haa been wrecked.

H—J——muﬂummumnluﬁuJ

84. Register of Ltrs. Recd., Ship Island Light Station, NA, RG 26, g

85, |Ibid.
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. THE NEW STATION'S FIRST TWENTY-FOUR YEARS

A. New Station is Constructed

1. Beach Erosion Dooms the Brick Station
In Nowvember 1885, Eighth District Inspector Lt. Comdr,
Marcus B. Buford, observing that the north beach had eroded and the

foundations of the tower and dwelling were being undermined, proposed
to abandon the station. He recommended that the tower be replaced by
one of iren, similar to the one recently erected at Fort Morgan. The new
tower should be on the Fort Massachusetts terreplein, while a replacement

for the keeper's quarters was to be erected nearby.1

The Lighthouse Board accordingly called upon District
Engineer Heuer to review Inspector Buford's proposal and give his views
on the subject, along with an estimate of the cost of a new station.2

Major Heuer, on visiting Ship Island, saw that the side
wall of the quarters, nearest the beach, was liable to be undercut by
flood tides, causing it to collapse. The tower had already been badly
undermined and was 'liable to fall at any time." Heuer was of the

opinion that both structures should be condemned and abandoned.

Upon questioning Keeper McColl, who had been named
Assistant Keeper in February 1875, Heuer learned that, in the
intervening 11 vyears, "the beach to a depth of 120 feet fronting the
tower had been claimed by the sea." Examining the tower, Heuer noted
a "few slight cracks" in the masonry, and that it had, some time before
1880, been banded with iron rings. According to Keeper McColl, the

tower during wild gales rocked "quite perceptil::ly."3

1. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, Jan. 7, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th District Engineer. The letters received by the Board from the 8th
District inspectors were destroyed in the 1921 Commerce Department fire.

2. Heap to Heuer, Nov. 16, 1885, NA, RG 26, Lirs. Sent, Lighthouse
Board.

3. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, Jan. 7, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th District Engineer,

31




2. Plans for a New Station are Developed

To remedy this situation, Heuer saw twe aiternatives. The
first was to stop the encroachment by riprap, properly ballasted,
extending out into Mississippi Sound 200 feet. Such a project would

require about 1,000 lineal feet of mattress work, costing about $10,000.

The tower was scarcely worth one-haif this figure, while
the gquarters were not worth saving. Conséqueht[y, the economical
answer was 1o relocate the station. Abreast of the tower, the island was
a half mile wide, while 400 to 500 feet south of the tower was a range of
dunes, fully 20 feet in height. As these were within the 50-acre
lighthouse reservation, they would make an admirable site for a
combination house and dwelling, which could be built for $15,000 or less.
This location, Heuer argued, would be fully as satisfactory as the original
site, and assuming the same rate of erosion as has cccurred during the

past ten years, this location would be safe for the next 30 years.

Heuer, while agreeing that the fort was "better adapted

for the fight than its present site," called attentien to the constant
westward migration of the island. At present, the western extremity of
the island, at ebb tide, was nearly 2,000 feet west of the fort. In
addition, there was insufficient space on the fort's parade for both a
tower and a keeper's quarters, while the parade was often overflowed
during storms, as was the entire western end of Ship Island.
Consequently, it would be difficult for the keeper, living in a dwelling

outside the fort, te reach the tower during a gale.

Engineer Heuer, after studying the situation, recommended
to the Board censtruction of a combination tower and quarters about 400
feet southwest of the present tower. This could be accomplished for
about $5,000.

e The structurc shcu‘-’* cons;st of f ur |ar‘gr-\ roems and a

k:tchen, with 10-foot ceilings. There would ‘be wide galiemes on three
sides of the quarters, while the structure was to be founded on brick

piers. The dwelling was to be surmounted by a tower, the '"focal plane
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of whose lens” was to be at least 55 feet and preferably 75 feet above sea

level.?

On February 3, the Board met and cordered abandonment of
the station, and construction of a detached tower to be buiit according to
a plan prepared by the Engineer Secretary, Maj. David P. Heap.
Coincidentally, a new dwelling was 1o be erected, similar to the one
recently built at the Amelia Island, Florida, station, but omitting the
cellar and brick cistern. A cypress cistern, detached from the dwelling,
was to be substituted for the one of brick, while "a lattice work' would
be built around the ‘“dwelling from the'sil! to the ground to keep the

sand from drifting."

The possibility of employing, for the time being, the old

tower or dwelling for storage of oil was to be explored.

Relaying this data to Major Heuer, the Board called on him

to prepare an estimate of the project's cost.5

On February 26, District inspector Buford, following a
visit to the isiand, recommended tc Major Heuer that the station be
located and erected on the site occupied by the ordnance-sergeant's
quarters. According to Keeper McCoil, this was the only spot on the
west end of the isiand that did not "overflow and drift during very high

water and high winds."6

Responding to the Board's February 5 letter, Major Heuer
placed the cost of a dwelling and detached tower at $5,000. The tower
should be enclosed by weatherboarding, and the preoject executed by

contract.

4, Ibid.

5. Heap to Heuer, Feb. 5, 1886, NA, RG 26, Lirs. Sent, Lighthouse

- Board.

6. Buford to Heuer, Feb. 26, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Recd., 8th Dist.
Eng.
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Heuer and Inspector Buford were now in agreement as to
the site. He, however, pointed out that the Board could not tear down
the recently built ordnance-sergeant's quarters, "for the sake of building
a light house, when an equally good site, on the same range of sand

hilis, is within siones thiow."

The Board promptly approved the site as proposed by

Heuer.8

Meanwhile, on February 24, the Board had mailed to Heuer
a copy of the specifications for the dwelling. He was to review them,
add dates and specifications for a cypress cistern, and return them to

Engineer Secretary Heap.g

On March 10, the Board transmitted specifications for the

tower, and promised to post the plans as socon as they were finalized.

Heuer was to determine whether the lantern in the 1852-53
lighthouse could be taken down and inserted in the cne to be built or if a

. 10
new lantern were required.

Major Heuer, upon receipt of this communication, notified
the Board that he had given the New Orleans firm that was printing the

specificaticns for the quarters the ones for the tower.

7. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, March 3, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th Dist. Eng.

8. Heap to Heuer, March 8, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, Lighthouse
Board.

-'--'-.--—Hlﬂﬁ-‘

9. Heap to Heuer, Feb. 24, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, Lighthous; Boar&. _

10. Heap to Heuer, March 10, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, Lighthouse
Board.
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The old lantern, he noted, would not answer for the new
tower, and a new one was required. Because of the time factor, Heuer

recommended that the Service instail the new Ian'\ter'n.“H

The Board accordingly announced that it woufd have its
engineers draft plans and specifications for the lantern and would

contract for its early mz:mufac:tur'e.12

On March 24, Major Heuer visited Ship Island and,
assisted by Keeper McCoil, staked a site for the new tower. He located
it on a sand hill 320 feet from the brick tower. It would be about 25 feet
east of the ordnance-sergeant's quarters. The keeper's dwelling was to
be erected east of and adjoining the tower. East of the site was a range
of dunes some 15 to 20 feet in height. According to oldtimers, this area

had never been inundated, even during the worst tropical stc;r*ms.13

Plans for the tower were prepared, reviewed, and mailed

to District Engineer Heuer by the Board in late March and early ﬁ\prif.14

11. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, March 15, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th Dist. Eng.

12. Heap to Heuer, March 16, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, Lighthouse
Board.

13. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, March 30, 1886, NA, RG 28, Ltrs. Sent,
gth Dist. Eng.

14. Copies of these plans, secured from Headquarters, Eighth Coast
Guard District, in New Orleans, are on file at the Mississippi Unit, GUIS.
These plans are titled: "Design for the Proposed Light House at Ship
istand, Miss. " Drawing No. 2111; "YShip island Lt. Sta., Plate 1,"
Drawing No. 2113; and Plans of Lantern Galiery, Parapet Door, Sectional
Elevation, etc., Drawing No. 2110.

We have been unable to locate specifications for the tower and

quarters, as well as plans for the dwelling, at either Nationai Archives or
Headquarters, Eighth Coast Guard District.
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3. John C. Gardner Builds the Station
Employing the Daily Picayune, Inspector Buford called for

proposals for construction of the station to be opened on April 3. But,
because of a delay by Peter O'Donneit of New Orieans in printing up the
il

specifications and plans, the date of the opening was posiponed unti
May 1.

On May 1, inspector Buford opened and abstracted the
nine bids that had been submitted. He found John H. Gardner of New
Orleans proposal to erect the gquarters for $3,500 and the tower for
$2,375 the most favorable.

Major Heuer's recommendation that the contract be awarded
to Gardner was reviewed and approved by the Lighthouse Board on
15
May 10.

To assist Gardner, Major Heuer secured permission from

the Chief Engineer for the contractor's workmen to use vacant Corps

buildings for storage and quarter-s.16

Gardner, in an effort to meet the August 1 completion
date, lost no time in beginning the undertaking. Although Gardner's
people worked long, hard hours, it was apparent by late June that they
could not finish the station by the day designated in the contract.
Gardner accordingly asked fer and was granted a one-month extension on

his completion date. 17

15. Heap to Heuer, May 10, 1886, and Heuer to Lighthouse Board,
Sept. 2, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, 8th Dist, Eng., and Ltrs. Sent,
Lighthouse Board.

16. Heuer to Ordnance-Sergeant, May 22, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
. Bth OISt~ Eng e T o .

17. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, Sept. 3, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th Dist. Eng.
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Despite a multiplicity of difficuities inherit in barrier
island projects--problems in getting men and materials to the site; the
need to have all ironwork manufactured and galvanized in the north; foul
weather in July and August;- a high incidence of sickness among
employees; and an anxious labor force caused by fear of being stricken
by vyellow fever because of their proximity te the quarantine

station--Gardner met his second deadline.18

As work progressed, the need for certain change orders
became evident. The specifications, as prepared and advertised, did not
call for a privy, lightning rod in the tower, fence around the premises,
or a place for storage of oil. The latter was provided for by a change
order to raise the circutar brick foundation under the cistern to leave a
space 7 feet high to provide for oil storage, and incidentally elevate the
cistern to eliminate the pump in the kitchen, and give "ample head" for a

hydrant cock. 19

In mid-July, the Lighthouse Board, as recommended by
Major Heuer, authorized construction of a privy, building a fence, and
positioning of a lightning rod. For these improvements, Gardner was to

be paid an additional $450.

The privy, to be erected 60 feet east of the quarters, was

fo be frame, 5.5 X 5.5', have a shingle roof, and brick vault.20

Upon receipt from the Tompkinsville, New  York,

Lighthouse Depot of the parts (1 crate sheet tin, 3 boxes ironwork, T

18. Gardner to Heuer, Sept. 1, 1886, NA, RG 2B, Ltrs. Sent, 8th Dist.
Eng.

19. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, June 29, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th Dist. Eng. '

20. Heuer ta Schaumburg, July 15 and 16, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs.

sent, 8th Dist. Eng.; Plan of Ship island Light Station" by H. Bamber,
1892. A copy of the subject plan is on file at the Mississippi Unit, GUIS.
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box glass, and 22 metal castings) for the new lantern, Major Heuer
shipped them from New Orleans to the island aboard the schooner

Democrat.
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On August 28, 1886, the pedestal and Fresnal 4th arder
lens were transferred from the old to the new tower. The focal plane of
the light as established was 76' " above mean low tide, and it bore from
the '"old tower S by W /4 W" and was 300 feet from it.22

Three days later, on September 1, Major Heuer inspected
and accepted the station on behalf of the Lighthouse Board.23

5. Tower is Sheathed
The Board now adopted Major Heuer's March 10

recommendations and authorized him to "sheath the skeleton tower with
wood, by the purchase of materials in open market and hired labor, at a

cost not to exceed” $500.24

Consequently, in December 1888, the skeleton tower was
enclosed, sheathed inside, and weatherboarded outside. Doors and
windows were put in and shelves arranged on the inside of the tower for
storing necessary materials belonging to the illuminating apparatus. All

new exterior work was painted white. Bricks, salvaged from the old

21. Heuer to Gardner, May 29, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, 8th Dist.
Eng.

22. Heuer to Lighthouse Board, Sept. 3, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent,
8th Dist. Eng.

23, tbid.

24. Heap to Heuer, Aug. 31, 1886, NA, RG 26, Ltrs. Sent, Lighthouse
Board.
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station, were piled around the piers of the dwelling and tower to anchor

the sand and keep it from blowing away.25

B. Reservation is Surveyed, Mapped, and Boundary Stones Set
During the winter of 1886-87, A.C. Bell, surveyor for the 7th

and 8th Districts, spent several days on Ship Island. Wwhile ashore, he
surveyed the area and secured necessary data to enable him to prepare
two drawings of the area. The first of these depicted the reservation,
and the other featured the Kkeeper's quarters, light tower, and

ordnance~sergeant's quarters.

Coincidentally, Bell and his assistants located and

positioned two stones delineating the reservation's east boundar'y.2

in the autumn of 1892, H. Bamber and severa!l assistants
spent several weeks at the station preparing a topographical survey of
the reservation in the structures' vicinity. By this time, the 1852-53

brick tower and guarters were in ruins.

As a result of this visit, Bamber prepared two maps--the
first of a scale of one inch equals 80 feet and the other of one inch
equals 20 feet. The larger scale drawing was limited to the area

immediately in the vicinity of the tower and keeper's qualr'ter*s.z_}r

25. Ship Istand Light Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File.

26. Ship Island Light Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File; "Ship Island
Light Station, Miss., Reservation Surveyed January &6 & 7, 1887, by A.C.
Bell”; and "Ship tsland Light Station, Miss., Buildings Surveyed,
January 4th, 1887, by A.C. Bell." Copies of these drawings are on file
at the Mississippi Unit, GUIS.

27. Ship Island Light Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File; "Ship Island
Light Station, Miss., Reservation Surveyed 1892, by H. Bamber," and
tShip lIsland Light Station, Miss., Buildings Surveyed 1892, by H.
Bamber." Copies of these maps are on file at the Mississippi Unit, GUIS.
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C. Station as _a Responsibility of the Lighthouse Board

1. Late 19th Century Maintenance and Repairs

In the autumn of 1889, minor repairs were made to the

keeper's gquarters by day Iabc:rr'.28

In fiscal year 1892, workmen were sent to the island and
erected a 8.5' X 10.5' brick, second-order oil house, with corrugated
metal roof, The oil house was positioned about 20-feet south of the

tower.

Before returning to the mainland, the workforce repaired
29
the quarters galiery.

To combat erosion caused by the October 1893 hurricane,
281 cubic vyards of sand were positioned around the quarters.
Coincidentally, damage caused by the wind and surf to the station was

repaired. 30

in Fiscal Year 1895, a new cistern was put up, and other
repairs made to the station.m Two years later, workmen returned and

raised the cistern and installed a new pipe to lead from the cistern into
. 32
the kitchen.

During Fiscal Year 1897, workmen built 240 feet of plank
walkway, 6 feet in width. To enable Keeper McColl to better care for the

station boat by taking it out of the water, when not in use, two davits

28. Register of Ltrs. Recd. from the Ship Island Station by the
Lighthouse Board, NA, RG 26.

29. Ibid.; Ship Island Light Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File.

-‘-—-._u———-l-ﬁ-

30, Ship_Istand. Light_Station, NA, RG.26, Clipping_Fiie. .

31. Ib

i
32. Ibj

d.

ja
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were positioned on the wharf. They also made various other repairs to

the facility.33

The isolation factor, in regard to communications, was

eliminated at the station, in June 1898, when a telephone cable was laid

connecting the facility with Bifoxi.34

2. Two Range Lights Are Added
The Lighthouse Board, in the autumn of 1898, added two

aides to navigation to the station. Known as the Ship isfand South
Channel Range Beacon Lights, each was a "brown, 4-pile, wooden,
pyramidal” structure, covered with horizontal slats, and supported arms

from which a lantern was suspended.

The front light had a red lens-lantern, positioned 28 1/2
feet above mean high water, was sited on the "southerly beach of the
westerly end of Ship island, about 850 feet south, southwesterfy" from
the Ship Istand Lighthouse. Th-e rear light displayed a fixed white
lantern light, 40 1/2 feet above mean high water, and was on the
“northerly beach on the westerly end" of the island, about 646 feet "N
3/4 W. in rear of the front light."

The range line delineated by these lights guided a wvessei

through the South Channel entrance into Ship Island Anchorage.35

3. Early 20th Century Maintenance and Repairs
In Fiscal Year 1900, a small platform was built at the base

of each beacon, with a lamp Iocker‘.36

33. ibid.

34. Register of Ltrs. Recd. from the Ship Island Station by the
Lighthouse Board, NA, RG 26.

35. lbid.; Notice to Mariners, No. 148 of 1898, October 17, 1898.

36. Ship Island Light Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File.
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Workmen in Fiscal Year 1900 were sent to the island and
puilt 1,120 feet of 2-foot wide walkway from the keeper's guarters to the
range beacons and between the range beacons. Next, they built a
boathouse and boatways, Befere returning to the mainiand, they patched

a number of leaks in the tower and made cther necessary repairs.a’?

In Fiscal Year 1901, it became necessary to send a crew 1o
the island to combat continued beach erosion at the site of the 1852-53
station. The men were turned to and built a small jetty of bricks
salvaged from the old tower and quarters. The jetty, positioned between
the shore and old tower, was 7 feet at the base and 2 1/2 feet in height.

The workmen also repaired 125 feet of the wharf and
rebuilt the T-head.®

The fight against beach erosion on the barrier island,
however, had not been won. in Fiscai Year 1904 and again two vyears

later, the Lighthouse Board was called on to obligate funds to curb

erosicns, which were again threatening the station. During the former
year, 930 tons of rock ballast were positioned along the beach and in the

latter 200 tons of stone along the north shore Iine.39

th - mid-July 1909, District Engineer James P. Jervey
visited Ship Isfand. On doing so, he found the station "much in need of
repairs." To place it in good condition this work was needed: renew
tower roof and lantern gallery; make other repairs to tower; repair
dweliing; hang new gutters; build new wharf, boathouse, and fences; and

repaint all buildings, both station and range beacons.

37.
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e =39 —totd - Craighitl-- to—tighthouse—Board - -April - 23--and- May-10+-1906,—— - -
NA, RG 26, Lighthouse Correspondence, 1900-10, Ship Island.
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To accomplish this work, Jervey called for a $1,400

allotment from the appropriation for Repair of Lighthouses in Fiscal Year

l 1910,
l Among the materials called for were:
_ Rough pine lumber
; 50 pcs. 6" x B" x 20" wharf fence posts $ 30.00
I 28 pcs. 3 x 8 x 20 stringers 11.20
125 pes. 2 x 12 x 12 decking 34.00
10 pcs. 8 x 8 x 20 beathouse posts 10.67
I 4 pcs. 3 x 10 x 25 B.H. stringers 2.50
15 pcs. 2 X 6 x 10 B.H. rafters 1.50
1000 ft. 1 x 12 B.H. siding 10.00
I 200 ft. 1 x 3 B.H. battens 2.00
total $107.87
Dressed pine lumber
I 12 pes. 1 1/2® x 12" x 18' steps $ 3.24
6 pcs. 3 x 12 x 18 steps 3.24
12 pcs. 1 x 12 x 18 baseboards 2.16
' 25 pcs. 1/2 x 6 x 20 gal. floor 3.75
30 pes. 3 x 4 x 20 rail 6.00
500 ft. 1 7/8 x 3 1/2 T & G flooring 5.00
" 200 ft. 7/8 x 3 T & G Bd. ceiling 2.00
300 ft. 1/2 x 6 ...bdg. 3.00
total $ 28.39
l Qther items
180 ft. galv. gutter 7" haif round $ 14.40
100 ft. galv. conductor 4" 9.00
l 4 downspouts 4" galv. : .40
6 elbow galv. 4" .90
4 mitres galv. 7" Rt. angle .32
50 spike gutter hooks galv. 2.00
l 1 Ib. rivets (1000 to Ib.) 10
10 Ibs. solder 2.20
1 pt. acid .15
l 5000 sawn cypress shingles 19.50
50 mach bolts 1/2 x 7 1.40
200 Ibs. 30d galv. nails (2 kegs) 7,00
I 100 1hs. 10d galv. nails (1 keg) 3.50
100 tbs. 8d galv. nails (1 Kkeg) 3.60
: 25 tbs. 8d fin. nails (1/4 keg) .65
50 Ibs. 4d shingle nails (1/2 keg) 1.40
I 6 pr. barn door hinges 6.00
4 pr. galv. strap hinges 10" 2.40
8 shis. galv. iron No. 26, 168" 5.04
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3 bbl. cement 6.75
1 bbl. lime 1.10
100 fire brick 3.00
Total $121.11

40
Grand Total $351.33

On July 23, the Lighthouse Board allotted $1,400 to
underwrite the rehabilitation of the station. By autumn the project had
been accomplished by day labor and purchase of materials in the open

mar‘ket.tr|

4. Peter Clarisse Replaces Dan McColl as Keeper

On June 15, 1899, the Lighthouse Board, recognizing that
it was a serious hardship for Keeper McColl, an amputee, to attend the
two range beacons in addition to his other duties, r‘ea'ssigned him to the
Cat Island Station. His replacement as Ship Island Keeper was Peter
Clarisse.

Mrs., McColl, whose husband died at the Cat Istand Station
in June 1904, was Interviewed hy the Times-Picayune in 1922. She

recalled that, in the 1880s and 90s, Ship !sland was a "pleasant place."
During the warm months, many persons visited the area. There were
picnics and excursions. Their new quarters were neat, clean, and
comfortable.  Aboard the revenue cutter, which made frequent calls,
there was a circulating library, and the keeper and his wife were
encouraged to borrow books and periodicals.

Except in cases of distress they were not permitted to

accept roomers., Her husband was particularly aware of this, because one

""""""""" — —Correspondence;—1300-18,—Ship-Island- -

41, Lighthouse Beoard to Jervey, July 23, 1909, NA, RG 26, Lighthouse
Correspondence, 1900-10, Ship Island. '
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of his predecessors had been removed, because he had exchanged some

soap for lye concentrate.42

D. Thirteen Years and Three Hurricanes
1. The Great Hurricane of 1893
During the years between 1893 and 1906, the Mississippi

Sound barrier islands feit the fury of three hurricanes. The cne that
roared in on October 1-2, 1893, was particularly destructive of both life

and property.

At the time it struck, seven vessels were lying in the Ship
istand Anchorage, loading timber from lighters and barges. By the hour
the winds and seas calmed, the Norwegian bark Simon (Captain
Gunderson) of 734 tons, from Cape Town to ioad for Buenos Aires, lost
her mast and rigging. The British bark Roselia Smith {Captain
Hunterman) of 500 tons, from La Habana, 'capsized, drowning three of her
crew--the mate, carpenter, and cook. The German bark Margaretis
{Captain Kloster) of 1287 tons from New York City, lost two anchors and
120 fathoms of chain. The Austrian bark Annie EB, out of Santos, was

wrecked, with the loss of her captain, three sailors, and two stevedores,

The barge Hero, owned by Howze & Griffin of Moss Point, was lost with
one man. The barge Bose, also out of Moss Point, foundered, drowning

one of her crew.43

Keeper and Mrs. McColi, along with Ord.-Sgt. Edward
Smyth, took shelter in the tower. When they returned to their quarters,

they found considerable water damage.

Learning of their escape, Mrs. Laura Hinsdaie dashed off a

poem:

42. Times-Picayune, Magazine Section, April 2, 1922, Accompanying the
interview is a photograph of the 1853-1886 tower and quarters.

43, Daily Picayune, Oct. 5, 1893.
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Brave Dan McColl, no hurricane,

with breaking waves of crested splendor,
Like mighty armies of the main,

Has ever cared the to surrender,

Firm in the post in Duty's might, A
Guard thou the old Ship Island light. ™’

A Ship Island visitor, in tate October, while the cleanup
was underway, found that the gate to the fort was missing, having been
battered down and swept away. A mound of sand, then being removed in
wheelbarrows, occupied the sally port and parade. intermixed with the
sand were dead birds, sea shells, ‘r‘ammer‘s, tadles, sponges, and staves.
Marks on the brickwork showed that the water had stood to a depth of

5'10" on the parade, when the storm was at its height.

Up on the parapet, the force of the gale had torn the

tompions out of the guns muzzles.

Qutside the fort, the ordnance-sergeant's pride--123 pieces
of granite, averaging 7' by 28" x 2'--had been scattered Ilike
cockleshells. A derrick would be required to realign them.

About 50 feet southeast of the fort rested, athwart the
island, a section from the east end of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad

bridge, which until the storm had spanned Biloxi Bay.

Two and a half miles east of the light station, the island
for a distance of neariy three miles had been divided. The former flats

were now covered, even at ebb tide, by water to a depth of four feet.45

2. The August 1901 Storm
On August 17, 1901, two days after the hurricane, Capt.

Ernest Desporte reached Biloxi from Ship Istand and reported that the

44. |bid.; Times-Picayune, April 2, 1922, Magazine Section.  Mrs.
Hinsdale's verse was published in Hymns and Legends of the Gulf.

45. Times-Picayune, Oct. 29, 1893: Root to Secretary of the Treasury,
May 18, 1301, NA, RG 26, site File, Ship Isiand.
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western point of the island had been flocoded, and the assistant surgeon
in charge of the quarantine station had been compelled to evacuate his
quarters and take sheiter in the lighthouse. One of the twe range

heacons was down.

All the larger vessels laying-to in the anchorage, unlike
eight vears before, had been able to ride out the storm. Among these
were the British steamers-- Ursula Bright and Wearside; the Norwegisn
bark Magelian and the Norwegian ship Amerian; and the United States
schooners Flora Morang, John Francis, and Gertrude Bartiett.

The sailing lighters, waiting to send their cargoes of
lumber aboard ship, along with the pilot boat Chicora, had departed the

anchorage before the storm arrived.

A raft of 600 pieces of sguared timbers belonging to
Hunter, Benn & Co. of Moss Peint, to be sent aboard Ursula Bright, had
broken up in the gale, and some of the timbers were recovered as far
away as the Rigolets. The ftighter Juniper, out of Gulfport, came ashore
en Ship lIsland, while the lighter St. Lawrence lost her anchors and

"drifted outside" Ship island. There, she was sighted and taken in tow

by the tug Pennoyer and returned to the anchorage.46

At the station, the sterm had knocked down the rear
range beacon and did other damage to the structures, including tearing
shingles off the dwelling roof, knocking down gutters, and washing up

plank walkways.

The district engineer, after inspecting the damage,

recommended that, when the range Ilight was rebullt, it and its

46. Daily Picayune, Aug. 18, 1901.
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companion be equipped with regutar hoisting gear and five-day lens

lights. 47

The Lighthouse Board approved this proposal, and

and rehabilitated the heacons,; reshingied

QL

workmen were sent io the isian
the roof of the keeper's quarters, built about 80 feet of plank walkway,

and made other minor station r‘epairs.48

3. The Cctober 1, 1306 Blow
The eye of the October 1, 1906, hurricane passed well 1o

the east of Ship Island, but caused some damage to the station. The
pyramidal structure from which the rear range fixed, white, beacon was
displayed was wrecked. Until such time as it was rebuilt, the front

range beacon was discontinued.

By winter, the structure had been rehabilitated and both

range beacons were relit by Keeper Clar‘isse.49

47. Llighthouse Engineer, 7th & 8th District, to Lighthouse Board,

Sept. 9, 1801, NA, RG 26, Lighthouse Correspondence, 1900-10, Ship
tstand- e __

48. Ship lsland Light Station, NA, RG 26, Clipping File.

43. New Orleans Times-Democrat, Oct. 2, 1906.
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IV, THE LAST SIXTVY-TWO YEARS: 1910-1972
A. The Station in 1911
In 1810, the Congress abolished the Lighthouse Board and

established in its place the Bureau of Lighthouses, headed by one
person, who was designated Commissioner of Lighthouses. The Bureau
was retained in the Department of Commerce to where it had been

transferred from the Treasury Department in 1903.

An inspection report filed by Comdr. C.P. Eaton, on
October 7, 1811, details the station's condition soon after the

reorganization. Eaton found and noted:

Tower
Color of tower, and how produced: white, paint.
Tower--Connected with keeper's dwelling: By platform not
covered.
Kind of stairway and steps: Wood.
Size of giass for giazing watchroom windows: 6 lights 14% x 6 1/2-
4 windows.
Number of windows in tower, and size of sash: Tower, six windows,
each double sash of
four lights 8" x 107,
Number and size of doors: One - § 1/2" x 3
eights 1 1/2".
Lantern and Lantern Fixtures
Order or class of lantern: 4th
Polygonal with number of sides: , Polygonal, 10 sides.
Vertical or helical bars: Vertical.
Height glazed: 3" 5/8",
Number of plates in height: 1.
in each side: 1.
Thickness and size of plates: 3' 5/8" x 28 3 1/2" x
5/16",
Materials of which the lantern is constructed: lron.
Roof: Iron.
Ventilator' ball: Yes.
Lightning-conductor spindie: Yes.
Batustrade and outside gaitery: Yes.
Lantern doors, and how fitted; In parapet--one.
Floors of lantern--of what materials: Wood.
Watchroom door leading into lantern, and
how fitted: Hatch.
439




Ventiiators

In parapet wall, or lower part of lantern: Four in parapet.
Curtain hooks inside of iantern-- how fitted: Inside edge of dome.

Watch Room
How fitted: Below ltantern.

HHuminating Apparatus, etc.

Kind of apparatus: Fixed.
Intensity in candles: 208.
Name of maker: Henry LePante,
Marks and number on apparatus: Henry LePante 3
Paris.

Order of apparatus: 4th
Inside diameter of central drum: 19 11/16.
Number of panels in lens apparatus: Four.
Number of elements In each pane! of central

drum of lens: Five. |
Number of prisms in each panel above central

drum of lens: Five. :
Number of prisms in each panel below central

drum of lens: Three.
Describe the pedestal: lron.
Lens protectar--ls there one: Yes.
Kind: Linen.
If colored light, how is color produced? By red chimney.

Lamps, Burners, etc.

Description of tamp

Order: 4th,
Kind of illuminant: oil
Number of wicks, or mantels, to burner: 1.
Diameter of outside wicks: 1 1/2",
Number of spare lamps at station: two.
Number of spare lamp burners at station: None.

Closets in Tower

How fitted and used: Cne in watchroom.

Qil House or Room

Inside dimensions: 11" 7" x 9 2" x
e g Y.
Materials of which built: - 1 o 7]
Closets and Storergoms
Where placed, how fitted, and used: Two closets and
pantry in
dweiling.
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Dwellings for Keepers

Color:

Materiais of which built:
Number of rooms:

Number of keepers:
Outhouses:

Coloring:

Paths or walks on the premises:

Area susceptible of profitable culitivation:
Area cultivated or prepared for cultivation:
Stove, maker:

Stove, size:

Sink, size:

Pump, size:

Water for Drinking, etc.

How procured:

Quality:

Quantity ample or not for the station at
all seasons of the vyear:

Liabie or not to be injured by the inroads
of storm tides and seas:

H rain water in tanks or cisterns, what
precautions have been taken to insure its
purity?

Capacity of cisterns, and where placed:

Construction materials:

Depth of well;

Diameter of well:

Lined:

Water obtained by pump or bucket:
Distance from keeper's dwelling:

White, green
blinds.

Woed.

Four rooms,
kitchen, store-
room, two closets.

One.

Three--chicken-
house, toolhouse,
privy.

White

Brick vard.

None,

None.

Garland.

No. 7.

16" x 27"

No. 3.

Cistern and driven
well,
Good .

Ample.

Not liable to injury.

Cistern has top.

Cistern 23 1/2'
Stave 9'.

Wood .

18'.

3" pipe.

Pipe.

Pump.

On porch of
dwelling.

Landing, Wharf, Boathouse, and Road

to the Lighthouse

Description:
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Boathouse on west
side at end of
wharf; the wharf
6 feet wide; 252
feet long to gate;
100 feet at inner
end in sand.




Distance and direction of landing from

lighthouse: wWesterly about 270 feet.1

B. Improvements to and Maintenance and Repair of the Station

During the Pre-Coast Guard Years

Although the reorganization of 1910 may have improved
administrative efficiency, it has compounded the task of the researcher.
The Lighthouse Bureau's annual reports are much less detailed and
comprehensive than the Lighthouse Board's. And as the vyears
progressed they became increasingly so. By the 1930s, they are all but
useless to a researcher studying a particular station. Coincidentally,
there was a decentralization of authority to the districts, and a record's
management program which resuited in retention of only a limited quantity
of documentary material in the central files. Consequently, infermation
on maintenance and improvements to the station subsequent tc 18910 is
limited.

in the winter of 1917-18, the four-pile rear beacon, destroyed
by the July 5, 1916, hurricane was rebuiit at a cost of $1,700. The
beacon at that time was described as "a pyramidal siatted structure on a
ptatform 16 feet high; the whole painted brown.“2

Nine vears later, in Fiscal Year 1827, a workforce spent several
weeks on the island repairing damage and cleaning up debris to the
station caused by the hurricane of September 18, 1926.3

T, Description of Ship island Light Station, NA, RG 26, Site File.

2. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Lighthouses 1o the
Secretary of Commerce for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1818
{Washington, 1918), p. 43; Recommendation for Repairing Aids to
Navigation, Ship tisland, Dec. 26, 1917, NA, RG 26, Bureau of

———————Lighthouses.,_Corres._File._.

b
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3.  Annual Report of the Commissioner of Lighthouses to the Secretary
of Commerce for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1927 (Washingten, 1927),
p. 26,
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On  July 22, 1928, the east channel range light was
discontinued, being replaced by an acelylene gas buoy. Since this called
for less responsibility on the part of the keeper, his pay was reduced by

$60 per year.

Meanwhile, to protect the station and south range beacon sites
against the encrecaching seas that had accelerated following the 1928
hurricane, 300 tons of riprap were positioned by contractor N.W. Alley of

Pascagoula.4

On the evening of June 3, 1929, the tower, during a thunder
storm, was struck by a bolt of lightning. Inspecting the damage, the
keeper saw that three or four weatherboards had been knocked off the
tower on each of its four sides, near its mid-point, and two panes of

glass in the lantern were cracked. The damage was promptly repair‘ed.5

During the autumn of 1930, electricity was introduced to the
station. This resulted in changing the lantern from oil wick to electric
incandescent, and its characteristic from fixed red to "occulting red, 10
second (light 5 second eclipse 5 second)," and boosting its candlepower
from 150 to 200.

The new lighting system was powered by a 32-volt kerosene
electric generator and storage battery. Such an arrangement precluded

running the generator at night.

Coincidentally, the keeper's quarters were wired for electricity

provided with energy from the same sc:ur*ce.6

4, Annual Report of the Commissioner of Lighthouses to the Secretar
0 )

of Commerce for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1928 (Washington, 1928),
p. 28.

5. Supt. of Lighthouses to Commissioner of Lighthouses, June 18, 1929,
NA, RG 26, Bureau of Lighthouses, Corres. File.

6. Supt. of Lighthouses to Commissioner of Lighthouses, Oct. 14, 1930,
NA, RG 26, Bureau of Lighthouses, Corres. File.
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C. Redefining the Reservation Boundary

On February 15, 1927, President Calvin Coolidge by Executive

Order transferred to the Department of Commerce for use as a lighthouse

nﬁmJ

reservation:

All of that portion of the Ship Istand Military Reservation

. bounded on the North by the low water shoreline of Ship
Island; bounded on the East by a true North and Scuth line
approximately 400 feet East of the center of the present
lighthouse tower and indicated by two stone monuments on said
boundary marked "USLHE," which said tower is located in
latitude 30° 12' 48" North and longitude 88° 57' 56" West;
bounded on the South by low water shoreline of Ship Island,
and bounded on the West by a true North and South line 1400
feet West_of and parallel with™ the East line hereinbefore
described.

Some two vyears later, to enable the financially-strapped War
Department to secure funds to meet certain of its needs from sale of

surplus real estate, as authorized by the act of March 12, 1926, Congress

enacted and President Coolidge signed into law on March 4, 1929,
legislation further effecting the lighthouse reservations. The Secretary
of Commerce by this act was authorized te transfer jurisdiction and
controi of so much of the reservation as was deemed surpius to lighthouse
purposes toc the War Department. The land transferred, along with the
remainder of the Ship Island Military Reservation, would then be

appraised and disposed of in accordance with the act of March 12, 1926.8

The Lighthouse Bureau accordingly transferred to the Wwar
Department all the land constituting the Lighthouse Reservation excepting
two tracts. Tract A, containing about 70 acres, was bounded by a fine
beginning at a point on the north shore-line of the island, said point
being 400 feet east of a line passing through the lighthouse; then south

oo 4. __EXecutive Order of_Feb, 15,1927, Ship _lsland Light_Staticn, USCG,
8th District Files.

8. Public Law No. 1022, 70th Congress, Ship Island Light Station,
USCG, 8th District Files.
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2,400 feet, more or less, to a peoint on the south shore-line; then west
along the south shore-line 1,400 feet, more or less; then north 2,000
feet, more or less, to the north shore-line; and then east and northeast,
along the north shore-line, 1,800 feet, more or less, to the place of

beginning.

Tract B, measuring about 30 acres, was bounded by a line
beginning at a point on the south shore, said site being and bearing west
from a north-south axis passing through the Ship Island Light 3,800 feet;
then running northwesterly, northerly, and northeasterly, along the
shore-line 3,800 feet more or less, to a peoint on the north shore of the
island, said point being 3,640 west of the Ship Island light; and then

south 1,700 feet, more or less, to the place of beginning.

The retention of Tract B was dictated by establishment of the
"Ship fsland West Point Light" on June 1, 1928. This light had been
mandated when the Corps of Engineers had dredged a new deepwater

channel inte Guifport skirting the island's western extremity.

D. Manning the Station

'n 1903, the ordnance-sergeant's quarters, which had been
vacated by the Army, upon abolition of that position in that year, were
relocated by the Public Health Service to a new site one-fourth mile west
of the tower. Then, in 1910, they were abandoned by the Public Health

people, when the anchorage inspection station was discontinued.11

In the summer of 1918, Keeper Charisse sighted a cutter from

the Gulfport Naval Station. The craft was being buffeted by high waves,

9. Morgan to Secretary of war, Aug. 15, 1929, and Hurley to Secretary
of Commerce, Aug. 26, 1929, Ship Island Light Station, USCG, 8th
District Files.

10. Lamphier to Commissioner of Lighthouses, Feb. 7, 1929, Ship island
Light Station, 8th District Files.

11. Clarisse to Inspector, Aug. 12, 1912, NA, RG 26, Bureau of
Lighthouses, Corres. File.
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as it was driven out to sea by strong winds. Unmindful of his personal
safety, Charisse successfully went to the sailors’ assistance. After the
ten bluejackets were landed on the isiand, the keeper provided them
shelter at the station and telephoned the naval facility, which sent a

motoirboat o

E. Ship Island Light Station Keepers are Rotated

Upon the June 1832 retirement of Keeper T.N. Clarisse, a new
group of lights was established. 1t inciuded the Ship Island Lighthouse;
Gulfport Channel Range Lights {on Ship Island); Ship Island West Point
Light; Gulfport Channel Lights Nos. 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10; Cat Island
Shoal Light; and Cat Isiand Light. Fred Shuman, keeper of the Gulfport
Channel Lights and C.M. Stone, assistant keeper, were placed in charge
of the 12 lights. Coincidentally, a second assistant keeper's position was
authorized for the group. Hereinafter, the three keepers would afternate

in their assignments to Ship ;siand.13

When Commissioner George R. Putnam sought to reduce the
positions by one, Eighth District Superintendent E.S. Lamphier wen his
argument for three keepers by pointing cout that it was 14 nautical miles
between the Ship Island Lighthouse and Cat Island and 11 miles from Ship
Istand to Guifport; twelve lights were a large number; if the Kkeepers
were ail stationed on Ship Isiand, they would be isolated and unable to
see all the lights; the Ship island generators were operated by kerosene
and the energy drained from a storage battery; and in fou! weather, with

winds from the north, it was impossible to land on Ship ]sland.14

12. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Lighthouses to the Secretar
of Commerce for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1918 (Washington, 19719),

p. 62,

13. Lamphere to Commissioner, June 3, 1832, NA, RG 26, General
e —— —Correspondence_1911-39, Ship isiand, File 1062-E.

14. Lamphier to Commissioner, July 2, 1932, NA, RG 26, General
Correspondence 1911-38, Ship Island, File 1062-E.
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Each keeper, when pulling his tour of duty on Ship Island, was

permitted to be accompained by his famiiy.m

F. Lighthouse Service is Merged into the Coast Guard
In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, under the

Recrganization Act of that year, in another of those moves "in the
interest of economy and efficiency" that aids to navigation had gone
through on numerous occasions in the past, abolished the Lighthouse
Service and incorporated its activities into the United States Coast

Guar‘d.m’

G. September 18-19, 1947, Hurricane
On Thursday morning, September 18, 1947, C.E. May, the
manager employed by Joe Graham Post to operate its restaurant,
bathhouse, and other Ship island facilities, ook the boat to Guifport.

He ptanned to return Jlater in the day to evacuate three of his

empioyees--Eugene and Annie Seals and Howard Pate. The hurricane that
was hammering southern Florida now changed directions, and bore rapidly
in on the Mississippi Guif Coast. Storm warnings were hoisted and May

cancelled his return trip.

Out on the island, as the winds began to how! and the surf to
boom and rise, the Seals and Pate fled into the fort, taking with them
what they believed to be sufficient food and water to last them through

the storm. They found refuge in a guardroom.

On Friday morning, the surf began to surge through the sally
port and embrasures. Water rose so rapidly that the tric were compelled

to evacuate the guardroom and seek shelter in a barbette tier service

15. Lamphier to Commissioner, Jan. 9, 1934, NA, RG 26, General
Correspondence, 1911-39, Ship lsland, File 1062-E.

16. Francis Ross Holland, America's Lighthouses: Their iHustrated
History Since 1719 (Brattlesboro, 1972), p. 38.
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leveled, all that remained were "a few slight mounds."

magazine. When they returned to the guardroom to secure their food,
they saw that the drum on which it had been placed had been
overturned. All that they were able to salvage were a few tomatoes,

seven eggs, and a loaf of bread.

The three spent the next 24 hours huddled in the service
magazine. To fry the eggs and brew coffee, they burned old magazines

and newspapers.

By Saturday morning, the 20th, the surf and winds had
subsided sufficiently to enable the Seals and Pate to leave the fort and
make their way eastward to the lighthouse keeper's quarters. Keeper
Broocks was glad to see them. | Though badly battered, the lighthouse
tower and Brooks' dwelling had survived the storm. The quarters had

iost its porch and "all outside attachments leaving only the four rooms."
The tower had been undermined, the floor washed out, and the
generators put out of commission. Keeper Brooks, however, by that

evening was able to rig up and light an "ordinary lamp" from the tower.

On Sunday afternoon, Concessionaire May, accompanied by
Seaman st Class Howard Stone and E.L. King, reached Ship Isiand. A
grim sight awaited them. Of the Joe Graham Post improvements, all that
remained were a water tank and light poles. All the wires were gone and
targe tufts of "grass waves from the top of each pole.” The buildings

and equipment were gone, and the adjacent dunes had been nearly

May estimated that the loss of the improvements belonging to

Joe Graham Post and his equipment and inventory at $48,000.17

Eighth District Headquarters moved promptly to repair damage
inflicted on the aids to navigation from Mobile westward to the Mississippi

---!.-—_-l“—-J

17. Gulfport Daily Herald, Sept. 22, 1947.
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River passes. Though all the towers had survived the blow with little
damage, practically all lighted buoys had been extinguished or displaced.
The most seriously affected channels were those leading to Mobile,
Pascagoula, Biloxi, and Gulifport. Aids in the Intercoastal Waterway had

been damaged extensively.

By daybreak on September 20, all tenders based at Mobile and
New Orleans were underway and en route to their assigned areas to
repair the damaged aids, and to make "temporary establishments sufficient
to make navigation safe." Within a week of the day that the hurricane
struck the Gulf Coast, "all deficiencies" in buoyage in the Pensacola,
Mobile, Pascagoula, Ship Island, and Gulfport Channels had been
corrected, and work was progressing on repair of the minor light

structures or the temporary substitition for them of lighted buoys.

Damage to light statiohs in the track of the hurricane consisted
of loss of piers, walkways, porches, cisterns, and the underpinnings of
dwellings and other buildings. Salt water flooding machinery rooms had
stalled generators and put storage batteries out of operation, and at many
stations standby equipment had been placed in service. Of the Eighth

District stations, Ship liIsland had suffered the most extensive damage.18

H. 1886 Tower Downgraded to Day Beacon

In the weeks following the September 1947 hurricane damage to
the station was repaired. In 1949, the United States Coast Pilot for the

Gulf Coast reported that the Ship Istand light, 73 feet above water, is
displayed from a white, square, pyramidal ’ccm:er-.19 During the ensuing
winter, the light was automated, the keeper reassigned, and the quarters

dismantied and removed to Biloxi. In announcing this action, the Notice

18. Coast Guard Bulletin (Washington, 1947), Vol. 3, No. 29.

19. United States Coast Pilot, Gulf Coast, Key West to Rio Grande (3rd
Edition) (Washington, 1949), p. 290.
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to Mariners, published by the Navy Hydrographic Office, reported on
March 11, 1950, the Ship Island light is now "unwatched," and no longer

would storm warnings be displayed at the Iight.‘20

Then, on March 11, 1957, the light tower was further
downgraded, when the Coast Guard relocated the Ilight onto the
superstructure of the Gulfport Channel Outer Range Rear Light. This
change was dictated by a shift in the channel alignment. The latter was
redesignated the Ship Island (Gulfport Channel Outer Rear Range) Light,
and the lantern was now displayed from a 67-foot frame tower. The 1886
tower was retained as a daybeacon for navigational purposes. Manley
Cospelish, a charter boat operator, along with other watermen, valued the
structure as a landmark for boats plying Mississippi Sound and, more
particularly, those returning from the Guif through Ship Island Pass.

Positioned a short distance west of the tower, as it had been
since the early 1930s, was the front range light for the Gulfport Channel,

displayed from a black square tower on piles, at a height of 35 feet.z‘I

l. Joe Graham Post Fails to Gain Unlimited Access to Lighthouse

Reservation

In February 1959, a representative of Gulfport's Joe Graham
American Legion Post contacted the Coast Guard and requested permission
for unlimited access to lighthouse Tract A, in passing from cone portion of
the Legion property to the other. The Coast Guard rejected this

request, because "it could possibly invite further encroachment on the

20. Notice to Mariners, Nos. 1 to 26, March 11, 1950, Notice No. 1482;
Biloxi-Gulfport Daily Heraid, June 28, 1972. -

21. Biloxi-Guifport Daily Herald, June 28, 1972; Notice to Mariners,

Nos. 1-26,

Piiot, Gulf Coast, Puerto Rico, and' Virgin tsltands (Washington, 1958},
p. 111.
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Coast Guard structures and possible defacement or damage to those aids

to navigation presently installed.“22

when the Joe Graham Post sought to enlist the support of
Mississippi Senator John Stennis in  their problem, Coast Guard
Commandant A.C. Richmond responded that his service maintained twe
automatic aids to marine navigation on that portion of the island. With
one light on the nerth shore and one on the south, the area between was
criss~crossed by power and automatic control cables. Consequently, the
Coast Guard was in no position to relinquish this tract in the foreseeable

future.23

J. Philip Duvic's Use and Rehabilitation of the Property
Meanwhile, on October 11, 1859, the Coast Guard had granted

Philip M. Duvic of New Orleans and Pass Christian a revocabie permit '"to
use the Light Station property on Ship Island. . . for private use and
occupancy for general recreation purposes.” Among the licensee's
cbligations were to maintain the property in good repair and to pay a fee
of $100 per year. The special use permit was 1o last for a period not to
exceed five vyears. This was a standard procedure adopted by the
Commerce Department "to prevent unménned Coast Guard preperty from
being vandaiized and consequent depreciation of value of the property

and improvements. n24

Duvic, who kept a powerboat at a Gulfport marina, on trips out
into the gulf tc the Chandeleur fishing grounds had long been intrigued
by the abandoned tower. Visiting the site, he saw that the 75-year-old

structure was suffering from wvandalism and lack of maintenance.- It was

22. Evans to Chief, Civili Engineering Section, April 25, 1960, Ship
istand Light Station, USCG, 8th District Files.

23. Richmond to Stennis, Jan. 6, 1960, Ship Island Light Station, USCG,
8th Dist. Files.

24. Revocable Llicense, Licensee Philip M. Duvic, Sept. 25, 1859, Ship
Island Light Station, USCG, 8th Dist. Files,
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jove at first sight, and Duvic contacted Coast Guard authorities to see if
he could purchase and rehabilitate the tower and improve the adjacent

grounds. This led to the special use permit.25

R =5 S H H
first 12 months as licenses, Duvic made a number of

During his Livy
improvements to the property. Projects undertaken and completed were:
(a) the interior of the tower was cleaned up, new weatherboarding
positicned on the east elevation, two wooden doors built and hung, a
steel door fabricated and installed at the east entranceway, rotten planks
in the walkways replaced, broken sash and windows renewed, and the
cistern and plumbing flushed and cleaned; (b) nine barge loads of
riprap were positioned to form a breakwater and small boat anchorage;
(c) a dragline was engaged and a 6-foot channel dug into the rock
breakwater; (d) a pile wharf, 60 feet long and 8 wide, was built inside
the breakwater; {(e) a 110-volt A.C. diesel generator was installed in a
12-by-20-foot metal shed; (f) the sanitary lines were cleaned out and the
cesspool repaired; and (g) a two-way radio communication set was

installed linking the lighthouse tower and the fort with Gulfpor‘t.26

In 1961, Duvic remodeled the interior of the tower. On the
graund floor he installed a galley and head, the second deck became the
ladies' dormitory, the third deck the men's dormitory, and the fourth or
top deck was known as the honeymoon suite. The ladies' dermitory had a
large picture window in its south elevation, while the honeymoon suite's

dimensions were 17' by 17'.27

in the summer of 1964, the Coast Guard proposed not to renew
Duvic's lease. Instead, the property, excepting Range Front Light ACLL

No. 6774, a black square structure on piles 35 feet above water on the

25. Telephone interview, Duvic with Bearss, Aug. 25, 1980C.

—-26r—tbid+—Duvic—to--Comde-, - Eighth--Dist..,_Sept.._23, 196G, _Ship _isiand _

Light Station, USCG, 8th Dist. Files.

27. Telephone interview, Duvic with Bearss, Aug. 25, 1980.
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north shore; the Range Rear Light ACLL, a black slatted day mark on
white skeleton stee!l tower, on shore 635 yards, 144 degrees from the
front light, 67 feet above water; and the 1886 wooden tower, adjoining

the front range light, would be declared sur‘plus.28

The proposal to dispose of the excess real estate was referred
to the House of Representatives’ Committee on Merchant Marine and
Fisheries for review on February 17, 1965. Meanwhile, the Coast Guard
notified General Services Administration that the 71886 tower had been

disestablished as a day beacon and was availabie for transfer off—site.29

Because of the time lag, it was determined to extend Duvic's

iicense until May 31, 1965.

On May 5, it was announced that proposals would be opened,
cn the 25th, by the Coast Guard, in the New Orleans Custom House, for
sale of the day beacon tower. Prospective purchasers were informed that
the structure was to be sold fer removal from the site, and that the
successful bidder must complete this operation within 30 calendar days
subsequent to the United States' acceptance of his proposal. Bidders
were advised that the structure was under permit through the end of the

month. 30

Residents of the Mississippi Gulf Coast protested this decision
which would result in removal of the tower. This troubled Duvic,
because he had become closely attached to the structure, and even tcday
(August 1980) considers his association with the site the high point in his
life. While on the island, Duvic and his guests had twice employed the

marine telephone {two-way radio) in coastal rescue operations--once to

28. Craik toc Commandant, USCG, July 30, 1964, Ship island Light
Station, USCG, 8th Dist. Files.

28. Trumble to Cmdr. Eighth Dist., March 15, 1965, Ship Island Light
Station, USCG, 8th Dist. Files.

30. Announcement of Sale, Ship Island Day Beacon, May 5, 1965, Ship
Isiand Light Station, USCG, 8th Dist. Files.
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summon a pilot to take a freighter, standing by offshore, into Gulifport,
and then to go to the assistance of a airplane that had crashed a short

distance off the island, killing one of the occupants.

Duvic therefore bid 3250 for the tower. His was the only
proposal, and he continued to use the site as his camp, although the
Coast Guard transferred the property to the General Services

Ac:lminist;"aticzrﬂ,.31

K. Hurricane Camille Batters the Tower

Kiler Hurricane Camille, which roared in from the Gulf of
Mexico, on the evening of August 17, 1969, sent a wall of water sweeping
over the barrier island. Although the tower lost the lower 12 feet of its
weather board siding and had cone of the four concrete piers cracked, it

survived this blow as it had every tropical storm since 1886.

Philip Duvic and his family were at their Pass Christian home
when the hurricane struck. They were fortunate to escape with their
lives, but lost their home. Because of this economic and personal loss,
Duvic, aware of plans to include the tower and lighthouse reservation in
the propesed Gulif Islands National Seashore, made no effort to repair the
damage caused to the station by Camille. His further visits to the site
were limited to efforts to salvage personal property which had survived

the winds and surf.32

L. Vandals Burn Tower

Vandals, within less than three years, accomplished what storms
and strife had failed to do. ©On Tuesday evening, June 27, 1972,
personnel at the Open Guilf Watch Radio Network sighted and reported the

tower afire. Fanned by high winds, flames quickly reduced to charred

31.  Telephone interview, Duvic with Bearss, Aug. 25, 1980.

32. |bid.; Biloxi-Guifport Dailly Herald, June 28, 1972. The 35-foot
black, square tower, which was wrecked by Camille, the Coast Guard
replaced with a steel tower to support the range light.
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wood and smoke-blackened concrete footings and metalwork the
86-year-old Jandmark. Friends of the tower were heartsick, because
coincidentally measures were far advanced to compiete necessary
paperwork for transfer of the tower from GSA to the recently established

Gulf Islands National Seashr:ar‘e.33

33. Biloxi-Gulfport Daily Herald, June 23, 1972.
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APPENDIX A
Keepers and Assistant Keepers, Ship Island Light Station, 1854-1932

NAME POSITION SALARY DATE OF APPOINTMENT HOW VACATED DATE VACATED
Edward Havens Keeper : $500 pDec. 25, 1856 deceased
Mrs. Mary Havens Keeper 500 June 23, 1855 deceased
John Reid Keeper 500 Nov. 25, 1856 deceased
F.W. Spencer Keeper 500 march 2, 1859 resigned April 24, 1860
Munson Wilmot Keeper 300 April 24, 18860
Frederic Sheds Keeper 500 Dec. 15, 1862 removed
John €. Goodwin Keeper 500 feb. 13, 1863 resigned Oct. 16, 1863
Jacob Jones Keeper 500 oct. 16, 1863 resigned Jan. 19, 1866
William Stack Keeper 640 Jan. 19, 1BbBG removed Qct. 20, 187
Ord.-Sgt. Robert Mcvey Keeper G40 act. 20, 1877 removed Aprit 8, 1872
J.R. Todd Keeper 640 April 8, 1872 removed Aug. 12, 1872
Ord.-Sgt. James McCabe Keeper 640 sept. 2, 1872 removed May 25, 1877
Daniel McColl Keeper 640 sept. 2, 1877 transferred June 15, 1899
Peter Clarisse Keeper 680 June 14, 1899 retired June 30, 1932
T.M. Clarisse Keeper

2
Joseph Havens Assistant $300 May 10, 1854 declined
Christian Ladnier Assistant 300 Aug. 30, 1854 deceased
John Reid Assistant 300 June 2%, 1856 promoted
William Stanley Assistant 300 Mov. 25, 1Bbé
Noel Buret Assistant 6o Feb. 1, 1859 resigned Sept. 13, 1860
W. Baoslick Assistant 30y sept. 13, 1860 .
Peter Richter Assistant 300 pec. 15, 1862 removed
Thamas FPawley Assistant 400 Fet>. 13, 1863 resigned Oct. 25, 1867
Josiah B. Mewman Assistant 400 oct. 25, 1867 deceased Jan. 18, 1868
Lorenzi Morechi Assistant 400 Jan, 16, 1868 resigned March 9, 1868
Joseph Florence Assistant 400 March 3, 1868 resigned April 13, 1868
James Burns Assistant 400 April 13, 1868 resigned April 13, 1869
Joseph Lawrence Assistant 400 April 13, 1869 resigned Sept. 7, 1870
Thomas Everead Assistant 400 Sept. 7, 1870 removed Sept. 5, 187
Pontus Petriniz Assistant 400 Sept. 5, 187 deserted Dec. 18, 187
Charles Briggs Assistant 400 Dec. 18, 1877 removed April B, 1872
James Cosgrove Assistant 400 april B, 1872 unable to April 23, 1872
quaiify
Alexander Cockran Assistant 400 April 23, 1872 resigned Aug. 12, 1872
Alexander McNally Assistant 400 Aug. 12, 1872 removed Nov. 29, 1872
John Griffin Assistant 400 Jan. 13, 1873 remaved Aug. 24, 1874
Charles €. Kennedy Assistant 400 Sept. 29, 1874 resigned Feb. 8, 1875
Daniel McColl Assistant 400 Feb, 8, 1875 promoted June 2, 1877
Bernard M. Campbell Assistant 400 June 2, 1877 rebigned Oct. 2, 1877
James G. Plunkett Assistant 400 oct. 2, 1877 resigned Jan, 17, 1878
Frank P. Ross Assistant 400 March 12, 1878 office June 22, 1880
abolished
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PLATE |

The Brick 45-foot Ship Iisland Lighthouse and Brick Keepers' Quarters.
This lighthouse was lit in November 1853 and served as the fight station
until September 1886. Courtesy National Archives, file 26-1G-30-1.
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PLATE I

New Ship Island Light Station, September 1, 1886. The frame tower
lighthouse was lit for the first time on August 28, 1886. The structure
gast of the tower is the frame keeper's quarters and the frame structure
west of the tower is the ordnance-sergeant's gquarters. On the front
porch of the keeper's quarters is Keeper Dan McColl, who had his left leg
amputated in 1869. Courtesy National Archives, file 26-LG-39-2B.
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PLATE 1}

Ship Istand Light Station, looking from the Gulf of Mexico across
Ship island toward Ship Island Anchorage and Mississippi Sound.
Note that the tower has been sheathed, so this photegraph postdates
December 1886. <Courtesy National Archives, file 26-LG-39-2A.
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PLATE IV

ship lIsland Light Station, circa 1896. View af station from the
southeast, with the keeper's quarters and cistern in the foreground.

Note ships lying at anchor in the Ship (sland Anchorage. Courtesy
National Archives, file 26-0LG-38-3A.

08

E

'






- osffen = m ow v m w ) = = aw o owm o w o m Pm w

28

PLATE V

Ship Isiand Light Station, circa 1896. View of the station taken
from the scutheast. The keeper's quarters, lighthouse, and
ordnance-sergeant's guarters are in the foreground, while in the
background are the frame buildings and wharf used by Quarantine
Station. Courtesy National Archives, file 26-LG-39-3B.
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PLATE VI

Ship Istand Light 5tation, circa 1896. View of the station taken
from the northeast, the keeperis guarters are in the foreground.
Courtesy Mational Archives, file 26-LG-39-4.
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PLATE VI

Ship Istand Light Staticn, circa 1896.

View of north elevations of

keeper's quarters and lighthouse. Keeper McColl and his wife and

dog are on a varanda of the quarters.
file 26-1.G-39-5.
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PLATE VI

Ship Island Light Station, circa 1905. View of north elevations of
keeper's quarters and lighthouse from the wharf. Note that

ordnance-sergeant's quarters have been relocated (1903) and that a shed
' has been erected northeast of the keeper's quarters. Courtesy National
' Archives, file 77-F-84-46-1076.
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PLATE IX

Ship tIsland Light Station, circa 1827. The wharf and boathouse have
been damaged by the hurricane of September, 18, 1926. Courtesy
National Archives, file 26-LG-39-6A.
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PLATE X

Ship Island Light Station, March 22, 1960. Aerial photograph of
tighthouse, wharf, and range frent light. Note the beach erosion.
Courtesy of U.5. Coast Guard Eighth District, file 8CGD-032260-01.
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THE SHIP ISLAND QUARANTINE STATION: THE NATION'S FIRST

l. THE NATIONAL BOARD OF HEALTH AND THE STATI!ON
A. Dr. Woodworth's Campaign
In 1879-80 Ship Island became the site of the United States’
first national quarantine station. Three years before, in 1876, the

nation's centennial year, the International Medical Congress met in
Philadelphia, and  Surgeon-General John M. Woodworth of the
Marine-Hospital Service presented a paper describing the need for a
national quarantine system. AmoAg the conclusions he advanced were:
the need for supervising ocean travel to secure satisfactory sanitary
conditions; the importance of a system of port sanitation; the necessity
for the inspecﬁon and detention, when required, of passengers and crews
of wvessels from infected ports; the need of prompt and authoritative
information relative to prevalance of diseases such as vyellow fever and
cholera in foreign ports; and the necessity for international cooperaticn in

the contrel of contagious diseases.

During the months following the Congress, Dr. Woodworth,
whose remarks were will received, began maturing plans for a national
system of maritime quarantine. He believed that efforts must be focused
toward securing a more uniform system of inspection of arriving vessels,
the medical examination of passengers and crews, and a shorter period of
quarantine detention, Woocdworth considered detention of a ship from an
infected port, whether sickness existed aboard or not, as unjustifiable
pbeyond the known period of incubations of the disease for which

quarantine was to be enfor‘ced.1

World health conditions in the late 1870s and the continued
failure by the United States Treasury Department to enforce the authority

1. Ralph C. Williams, The United States Public Health Service,

1798-1950 (washington, 1951}, p. 73.




in quarantine matters it had possessed since 1798 caused Dr. Woodworth
to campaign vigorously for actien in developing an effective quarantine
system tc be supervised alt the nationat levei. Then, in the late summer
of 1877, a severe yellow fever outbreak caused thousands of deaths in the
Mississippi Valley. Taking cognizance of this and infiuenced by Dr.
woodworth's writings and lobbying, Congress on April 28, 1878, enacted
"An Act to prevent the introduction of contagious or infectious diseases
into the United States.”

Dr. Woodworth, encouraged by this success, organized a yellow
fever commission in 1878, which traveled throughout the south gathering
information regarding the epidemics that had plagued that region. The
commission's work was reperted by representatives of the Marine-Hospital

Service to the American Public Health Asscciation.

More important, encouraged by the act of 1878, Dr. Woodworth
planned to develop a national quarantine service. Unfortunately, early in
1879, Dr. Woodworth died. He was succeeded as Surgeon General by Dr.
John B. Hamilton, who likewise concerned himself with the details through

which he hoped to implement the quarantine act.?‘

B. Congress Responds to a Need

Consequently, on March 3, 1878, President Rutherford B.
Hayes signed into law *an act to prevent the intreduction of infecticus
and contagious diseases into the United States and to establish a National
Board of Health." By a second act, passed three months later, Congress,
instead of assigning quarantine duties directly to the Board of Heaith,

authorized it:

To co-operate with, and, as far as it lawfully may, to aid
State and municipal boards of health in the execution and
enforcement of the rules and regulaticns of such boards to
prevent the introduction of centagicus and infectious diseases
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into the Unitefl States from foreign countries and intc one State
from another,

Employing monies approptriated by the act of June 2, the Board
undertook a sanitary survey of the Nation's various maritime ports from
Portland, Maine, tc the Rio Grande, with a view to ascertain whal might
be necessary to give efficiency to their quarantine machinery." Data
compiled by the Board documented that an effective quarantine required:
(a) a steam boarding vessel with boats and crews ready to convey the
inspecting officer to the quarantine anchorage, where suspected vessels
could be detained until released; (b) an isolation hospital where patients
can be treated by competent physicians; (c¢) a lazaretto for accommodation
of persons not sick but under observation; (d) officers' quarters; {(e) a
warehouse of sufficient dimensions to store cargoes from infected vessels,
when 1t became necessary to discharge the cargo to permit disinfecting
and cleansing the holds; (f) a wharf or wharves at which cargo could be

landed; and (g) boats, etc., for administration purposes.4

It was apparent to those concerned that it would be financialiy
impossible for the Board to establish a thoroughly equipped quarantine
station at each of the many exposed ports not protected by State or
municipal regulations or where they were adequately enforced. To solve
this dilemma, the Board profited by the experiences of the Portuguese,

French, and British, especially the latter.

Parliament had provided that all vessels, not having infectious
diseases on board but not furnished with clean bitls of health, arriving in
the United Kingdom, and coming from "the Mediterranean Sea or from
West Barbary on the Atlantic Ocean shall perform quarantine in Standgate
Creek or Milford Haven, and nowhere else." (n addition, Parliament had

3. Annual Report of the National Board of Health for Fiscal Year 1882

(washington, 1883}, p. 18.

4. Ibid., pp. 19-20.




ordered that, if a plague broke out aboard any vessel bound for the
British Isies, she must proceed to some lazaretto in the Mediterranean, if
south of Cape 5t. Vincent, or, if t¢ the northward thereof to Milford

Haven, there to perform quarantine.5

Here, then, was a practicable method for executing the duties
prescribed by the acts of March 3 and June 2 to prevent introduction of
infectious diseases into the United States at a trifling expense. This
could, the Board decided, be done by providing three or four refuge
stations, where a good anchorage could be obtained, at such a distance
from the shipping lanes to insure "perfect isclation, and thus avoid the
risk of infecting other wvesseis." To such stations local heaith officials
would be invited to send all infected wvessels liable to quarantine, at the
ports and harbors for which they were responsible. It was estimated that
such a station could be established and placed in operation for about
$30,000.

There was one problem, however; the act of June 2 did not
invest the Board with authority to erect buildings or to acquire real
esiate. Uponn being apprised of this, Congress enacted Ilegislation

approved by President Hayes, on July 9, 1879, providing that the

Board of Health shall have power, when they may deem it
necessary, . . . as a means of preventing the importation of
contagious or infectious diseases into the United States, or inte
one State from ancther, to erect temporary quarantine buildings
and to acquire, on behalf of the United States, titles 1o real
estate for that purpose, or to rent houses.

In accordance with previsions of this act, the Board, having
secured the approval of Secretary of the Treasury John Sherman,
proceeded to erect on Ship Island, with consent of the Secretary of War,
a3 quarantine station. Before measures could be inaugurated to erect and

man corresponding structures at two other desirable sites--Sapelo Sound,

N ES




on the Georgia coast, and in Hampton Roads--Fiscal Year 1880 ended, and
action had to be deferred, before the allotted funds could be o[::lic_:;ated.6

C. Station is Established
1. Site is Selected
A.N. Bell, an inspector for the National Board of Health,

spent the last ten days of September, 1879, reconnoitering the area east
of New Orefans looking for a favorable site for the Nation’s first national
quarantine statien. The 26th was spent at Ship tsland. Bell found an
"abundance of water and good anchorage within easy boarding distance of
the whole north side of the island." At its west end, opposite the brick
lighthouse, deep water extended to within several hundred feet of shore.
Here, had formerly stood the quartermaster wharf to which deep-draft
vessels had tied-up during the Civil War. The wharf had been destroyed
by storms and teredoes, but the site was favorable for construction of a
repiacement and a warehouse. Between the light station and the masonry
fort were the abandoned post quarters, several of which could be

rehabilitated at siight expense as housing for stevedores.

At the lagoon, 4 miles east of the lighthouse, Bell found a

desirabie area for tocation of the hospital and officers' quarters.

Upon returning to New Orleans and submitting his report,
Inspector Bell recommended Ship island as the site of the Guif Coast
Quarantine Station. Measures should be promptly taken to provide it
"with all the paraphenaiia necessary o a complete establishment, fitted

for the care of naval as well as mercantile vessels.”

Acting in the affirmative on Beli's report, the ~National

Board of Health placed Dr. Samuel M. Bemiss, a member of the Board, in

6. Ibid., pp. 21-2.

7. Bell to Turner, Oct. 9, 1879, found in Annual Report of the National
Board of Health for 1879 (Washington, 1879), pp. 467-68.




charge of establishing and manning the Ship Island Quarantine Station.
Dr. Bemiss, in turn, delegated immediate inspection and approval of the
station development contract and oversight of the construction phase of

the project to Capt. William H. Heuer of the Corps of Engineer‘s,8

Before beginning construction, the Board of Heaith
requested and received permission from the War Department to occupy two
areas, as shown on the attached plat of Ship island, for a quarantine

station. g

Subsequently, the Board received authority to select and
set apart "a portion of the ground on the south side of the lagoon.
sufficient for the erection of a building or buiidings for the care of

passengers not sick, but removed from an infected ship."10

2. Facilities are Erected
By December 31, 1880, more than $30,000 had been
expended on the station for construction of two wharves, a warehouse,

hospital, lazaretto, and a small quarters for the medical officer-in-charge.
One wharf and the warehouse were sited on the lighthouse reservation,
while Wharf No. 2 and the other improvements were erected on the east
end of the island, on both sides of the iagoon. The buildings were
temporary in character, in that they were “constructed of cheap materiais
and at small expense," but coincidentally they were Y“strongly built and
admirably designed for the purposes" they were "intended to subserve."

Included in the $30,000 disbursed for improvements was

purchase of the yacht Annie. A steamer, she was employed during the

8.  Annual Report of the National Board of Health for 1880 (Washington,
1881}, p. 602.

3. _Damreii_lo Chief Engineer, Feb. 18, 1880, NA, RG 77, Lirs. Recd.,

Chief Engineer. A copy of the subject ‘plat is on file ‘at the Mississippi — "

Unit, GUIS,

10. Root to Secretary of the Treasury, May 18, 1907, NA, RG 26, Site
File.
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station's construction phase and was retained to support the Board of

Health's guarantine program.

When Dr. Bemiss filed his annual report for Fiscal Year
1880, he proudly noted that he knew of only "twa further items of
expenditure necessary to render' the facility's equipment complete.
These were a suitable appliance for burning sulphur in ship's holds and
quarters, as weil as in the disinfecting room at the warehouse, and a
"floating-ballast sufficient to answer the purposes of at least three

ships."11

3. Rules are Outlined Governing Gulf Quarantine

In the spring of 1880, preparatory to activating the
station, Dr. Bemiss prepared and submitted toc the Louisiana State Board
of Health a proposed set of regulations. The mission of the Ship [sland
Quarantine Station was to: (a) diminish the danger of importation of
infectious and epidemic diseases by detaining and disinfecting
contaminated vessels at a distance sufficiently remote from the coast to
prevent communication of diseases from those under quarantine; (b)
provide for passengers and crews of infected wvessels good hospital
accammodations and treatment for the sick and comfortable and isolated
housing for the healthy whe may be detained for observation; and (c)}
provide a suitable warehouse for storing cargo while vessels are being
cleaned, and suitable disinfecting rooms and appliances to insure that

goods, clothing, etc., are promptly and thoroughty disinfected.

All vessels would be required to put in at the Ship Island
Quarantine Station that: (a) had infectious diseases aboard; (b) had
such diseases aboard during the voyage or their stay in a foreign port;
(c) had saited from a foreign harbor "dangerously infected with epidemic
diseases or touched at such ports"; and (d) may be required by
quarantine regulations of Louisiana, Mississippi, or Alabama to heave-to at

the Ship lsland Station.

11. Annual Report of Board of Health for 1880, pp. 9, 602-03.




Vessels not included in the enumerated categories were hot
required to put in at the station. Coincidentally, these regulations were
not to supersede or in any manner interfere with any state regulations

currently in force or hereinafter to be enforced.
Nor was the Ship Island Quarantine to deprive local boards
of health of any 'revenues or pecuniary profits which would otherwise

accure to them.®

The station would cooperate with state and local sanitary

organizations engaged in similar endeavors.

4. War Department Authorizes Use of Certain Structures

To provide additional housing for Board of Health
personnel during the quarantine season, Chief Engineer Horatio G. Wright
recommended and Secretary of War Alexander Ramsey agreed to allow the
inspection and bearding officers to take up quarters in one of the Corps'
buildings, provided they vacated as scon as the Treasury Department

erected additional housing on the istand.af3

C. Surgeon Scales and the 1881 Season

On March 17, 1881, Dr. T.S. Scales arrived on the island and
opened the station for the season. From then until October I, he boarded
all vessels heaving-to in the Ship Island Anchorage. Of these craft ten
were placed in quarantine. Among these were Emma Payzant, Dew,
Lotus, and Ada Barton. The first of these cut of Veracruz had put into
Pensacola on July 4 with sickness aboard. Upon examining the men, the
quarantine physician at the Florida city diagnosed the illness as yellow

fever, and Emma Payzani was ordered to Ship Island, where she arrived

on the 13th. While she was there, Dr. Scales treated ten patients whom

he found to be suffering from yellow fever in a mild form.

- ows ms mm e ym @ mm o mx o em e auy s @w e

12. lbid., p. 603.

13. Wright to Secretary of War, Jan. 23, 1881, NA, RG 77, Ltrs. Sent,
Chief Engineer.



Dew had sailed from Aspinwall to Pascagoula, and, while en
route, she had lost two men from sickness. She was diverted from
Pascagoula to Ship Istand. Though unable to document the presence of
yetlow jack, Scales treated the vessel Yas though known to have been
infected."  After being discharged from quarantine, Dew returned to

Pascagoula and shipped a cargo of [umber.

Lotus had sailed from La Habana for Mobile, with her captain
and mate sick with yeillow fever. She was intercepted off the Mobile bar
and ordered to Ship Island. Upon her arrival, Dr. Scales found the mate
recovered and the master Improving. The vesse! was placed in "the best

sanitary condition possible” and discharged.

Ada Barton, prior to sailing from La Habana toc Ship Isiand
Anchorage, had sent her captain ashore with smali-pox. At her arrivai,
Dr. Scales saw, on examining her papers, that she had been fumigated
and the crew vaccinated. She was accordingly detained a sufficient time
"to complete twelve full days from time of sailing"” from La Habana and no
other cases appearing, she was again fumigated and released from

.14
quarantine.

As soon as word reached the mainiand that Emma Payzant had

been cordered to Ship lIsiand from Pensacola with yeilow fever aboard, Dr.
Scales was told that all communication to Biloxi would be cut off. To
mitigate the effects of such action, the sloop Annie was sent to Biloxi.
Thenceforth until the scare passed, the station steamer thrice a ;week ran
over to within one mile of the town and anchored. From this point an
open yawl was sent out 500 yards and moored. The crew of Annie then
came out in a second vyaw! bringing ice, fresh meat, etc., placed them in
the anchored yawl, and retired. The crew of the steamer then recovered

the yaw! and returned to Ship Island with the supplies.15

14. Annual Report of the National Board of Health for 1881 (Washington,
1882), pp. 273-74.

15, ibid., pp. 274-75.




A number of improvements were made to the station in 18871,
At the west end cof the island, five railrcad box cars were postiched on
the wharf, and a 200-ton capacity ccal bkin constructed alongside the

shore end of the wharf,

At the station proper, the foundations of the surgeon's
quarters were framed to prevent sand from drifting underneath the
flooring. An attached kitchen and cistern were added to the guarters,
while a brick chimney was erected at one end of the quarters, and the
room at that end of the structure celled. Dunes were leveled and the

area enclosed by a wire fence.

The hospital grounds had alse been fenced and wharves

constructed on both the hospital and lazaretto side of the Iac;.;r:aon.‘IS

E. The Station's 1882 Battle Against Yellow Fever

During calendar vyear 1882, a number of vessels with yellow

fever aboard were diverted and processed at the station by
Superintendent Scales and his staff. First to arrive was the bark Iris,
which hove-to in the anchorage on the last day of June. She had sailed
from La Habana and had been sent to the quarantine station from
Pensacola, her first mate down with vyellow fever. He died off Fort

Morgan, on the evening of the 29th, and was buried at sea.

Upon boarding Iris, Dr. Scales found that the captain and the
other 13 aboard showed no symptoms of iliness, and that only one of them
had previously been felled by yellow jack. Although the deceased's
clothing and bedding had been thrown overboard, Scales toid Captain

Eskelin that his vessel must remain in quarantine.

On July 5, a sailor was admitted to the hospital with yeliow

fever. He recovered and returned to duty on the 15th, and the vesse}




was subjected to a second fumigation. Iris was released from quarantine
by Superintendent Scales on the 16th, and the captain given a jetter to

report to the guarantine physician at Pensacola.

Iris reached Pensacola on the 18th, and, almost as soon as she
dropped anchor, the second mate went to bed with yellow fever. Then,
in rapid-fire succession, several others were stricken, ocne dying and
being buried on Santa Rosa Island. Iris then returned to the Ship Istand
guarantine, where she arrived on the night of the 22d. Boarding the
bark the next morning, Scales found the male dying. He soon expired
and was sent ashore and laid to rest in the station cemetery. Two other
crewmen were evacuated to the hospital, to be followed by six others, of

whom two soon died.‘|7

On July 18, the British bark Windward arrived from Aspinwall
(Colon)} with Charges fever aboard. One man was landed, hospitalized,
and recovered. Windward, no more cases occurring, was fumigated, on

the 30th, and discharged.

There was another death at the station in the second week of

August, when a Malayan cook aboard Gustie Wilson suffered a heart

attack. The schooner was being fumigated at the time.

On August 26, the bark Rosa B. arrived in quarantine from
Pensacola. Her mate, boatswain, and cook were ill with yellow fever, and

within a2 few days the entire crew succumbed to the disease, five of them

dying.

On Thursday, the 27th, the bark Vincenzo Accame came in from

Pensaccla with two men dead frem yellow jack, another dying, and a third

desperately ili. Soon thereafter, the mate named toc command the bark

17. Scales to Smart, Oct. 21, 1882, found in Annual Report of the
National Board of Health for 1882 (Washington, 1883), pp. 465-66.
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prior to her departure from Pensaccla, was stricken and died, while the

man who had been very sick e><pir'ed.18

The last wvessel to put In at the station, with vyellow fever
aboard during the sickly seasen, was the American steamer Sylvan Dell,
out of Pensacola bound for New Orleans by way of Grant's Pass and

Mississippi Sound. She was fumigated and discharged on October 13.19

Although vyellow fever victims were under treatment in the Ship
Island hospital and vessels with yellow jack and Charges fever aboard
were in quarantine from July 5 through October 1, no cases were
reported on the Mississippi Coast or elsewhere, other than on the ships
carrying the infection 1o the station. This situation, Superintendent
Scales observed, ought te refute the charges that the station was a

failur‘e.zo

The only improvement made at the station, during 7882, was to

fence the cemetery. ai

F. Station is Closed and Transferred

Soon after preparing and submitting his annua! report for 1882,
Superintendent Scales placed the station "upon its winter basis" by
sending the steamer Day Dream to New Orfeans and discharging of all
employees, except for a watchman at each of the principal buildings {(the
hospital and lazaretto)} and a captain and two seamen aboard the sioop
Annie.

18. ibid., pp. 466-87.
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20. lbid., p. 469.
21. 1Ibi
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On May 1, 1883, Scales was authorized by the National Board of
Health to travel tc New Orleans and charter a steamer, with necessary
crew, and 1o reopen the Ship Island Station for reception of infected
vessels at the earliest possible date. In view of the heavy cost attendant
upon chartering a steamer and the uncertainity as to allocation of the
$100,000 epidemic fund at the disposal of the President, Scales decided to
depend on sail rather than steam. He returned to Ship Istand and

annocunced that the station would recpen May 10.

When the facility opened, there were on duty besides the
watchmen and captain and crew of Annie, a cook, laundress, and nurse

assigned tc the lazaretto and a cook and nurse to the hospital.

From the day a quarantine was established by local Mississippi
Coast health boards until the station temporarily closed on June 30, only

three vessels were subjected to quarantine regulations. They were: (a)

the Spanish bark Rosa y Carmen out of La Habana. She had lost a man
from vyellow fever (buried at sea) the day before her arrival; (b) the
Norweigian bark Aimot from Veracruz was sent to Ship Island Anchorage
from Round Island by Jackson County health officials. She had two
yellow fever victims among her crew, one of whom died on June 28, and
was interred In the station cemetery; and (c) the last vessel to arrive
was the United States schooner Sequin ‘inbound from Veracruz and
diverted to the station from Round Island, though she did not have any

sickness aboard.

At 7 p.m., on the last day of June, Superintendent Scales
picked up a telegram from the Board directing him to close the station
and to leave one or two men as watchmen. After sending Alma and
Sequin to the state quarantine station at Round Island, Scales, leaving
two watchmen at Ship Island, proceeded to Biloxi aboard Annie, where he
landed about midnight on July 3. There, on the 5th, he transferred ail
property for which he was accountable to Dr. F. Finney of the

Marine-Hospital Service and discharged the Board's employees.23

23. Scales to Cabell, Oct. 4, 1883, found in Annual Report of the
National Board of Health for 1883 (Washington, 1884), pp. 65-7.
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1l. THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE ADMINISTERS THE STATION:
1883-1889
A. Marine-Hospital Service Takes Charge
In the months following its establishment, the National Board of

Heafth had taken aggressive measures to prevent introduction of yellow
fever and other epidemic diseases into the United States. Besides
establishing quarantine stations, it had named a commission to investigate
yellow fever in Cuba. The act establishing the Board had authorized it to
collect data relative to sanitary conditions and to conduct related
investigations. Under this authority, the eastern and western United
States was divided into districts or areas. The Board named eight
inspectors who were assigned territory extending from Portland, Maine, to
the mouth of the Rio Grande. Steps were taken by the Board to obtain

uniformity in methods of reporting vital statistics.

Unfortunately, there was competition between the Board and the
Marine Health Service. This was reflected in an act of August 7, 1882,
providing appropriations for the National Board of Health, and restricting
its activities so that "hereafter the duties and investigations of the Board
of Heaith shall be confined to the diseases of cholera, smallpox, and
vellow fever." The law under which the Beard functioned expired on
June 2, 1883, and it was not extended. Accordingly, the Marine-Hospital
Service assumed responsibility for the national quarantine and

administration of the quarantine law of 1878.1

Accordingly, on June 30, 1883, the National Board of Health
turned the station over to the Marine-Hospital Service. Assistant
Surgeon John Godfrey of the |atter serwvice, the sickly season at hand,
was competled to take immediate steps to staff the facility. The steamer

Day Dream was inspected, repaired, and manned. Arrangements were

1.  Williams, United States Pubiic Health Service, pp. 77-9.
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made for transferring Dr. F. Finney and three other employees (one man

and two women) from the New Orleans Marine-Hospital to Ship Js!and.2
B. Station and its Facilities in July 1883
To examine and evaiuaie the physical plant, Dr. Godfrey

arranged for a visit to the island by Superintendent of Repairs John W.
Glenn. Visiting the Lagoon, Glenn saw that the surgeon's quarters and
hospital were easl of the Lagoon and the lazaretto on its western shore.
The three structures were in fair condition and would "answer for this
yvear's use." The plank walk, connecting the quarters and hospital,
should be rebuilt at a cost of $200.

At the west end of the island, midway between the fort and
lighthouse, Glenn found and inspected the wharf, warehouse, coa! bin,
boathouse, and disinfecting room. The warehouse and sideroom were "so
open” as to be valueless for disinfecting purposes. The boathouse, being
out of water, was useless. Except for the landing and storage of coal, a

wharf and warehouse at this site were worthless for quarantine purposes.

This situation was compounded by the problem of communicating
between the two sites, because the quarantine anchorage fronted the
Lagoon and the commercial anchorage the western one-third of the island.
As a rule, there was an average of six vessels laying-to in the latter,
loading lumber for foreign ports.

At the hospital site, there was no wharf nor other means of
getting ashore except fanding in small boats and wading. At ebb tide,
small craft could not cross the bar at the entrance to the Lagoon.
Communication between the eastern and western ends of the island, Glenn

obsetrved, was impracticable because of the 5and.3

2. Godirey io Hamiiton, July 9, 1883, found in Annual Report of the

Surgeon General of the Marine- Hospltal ‘Service of the United" ‘States- for

Fiscal Year 1883 (Washington, 1883), pp. 58-90.

3. Glenn to Hill, July 8, 1883, found in |bid., p. 57.
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To improve what was an impossible situation, Superintendent
Glenn recommended construction of two wharves fronting the hospital.
The first of these, to be 1,500 feet in length and to cost $3,890, was to
be employed for landing sick, disinfecting mail, etc. Attached toc this
wharf would be the boathouse and smail disinfecting room currentiy at the
station wharf. A secoend and more substantial wharf, 1,790 feet in length
and costing $13,760, was tc be erected nearby. Ships could come
alongside this wharf to have their cargoes disinfected. The warehouse,
railway tracks, and cars from the 1880 structure would be relocated onto
this wharf.4

C. Surgeon-General Recommends Relocation

Surgeon-General J.B. Hamilton, upon reviewing the
Godfrey-Glenn correspondence, recommended to Congress that the Ship
Island station be relocated to one of the Chandeleur Islands or the Grand
Gozier, In view of the high cost of improvements to the Ship Island
facitity, he held that either of the forementicned sites would be "a much
better place for a quarantine, and would in the long run, be iess
expensive 1o manage." A new station in the Chandeleurs, in Dr.
Hamilton's opinion, would cost fittle more than to make the required

improvements to the rundown Ship [stand facility.

In addition, Surgeon-General Hamiiton saw other advantages for
relocating the station. Vessels bound for Pascagoula, Biloxi, Pass
Christian, and Lake Pontchartrain were liable to become infected while
laying-to near the quarantine anchorage. For New Orleans-bound
vessels, Ship liIsland was quite a detour, a problem constantly harped

upon by the [ouisiana State Board of Heai’ch.5

Congress refused to appropriate funds for either relocating the

station or for effecting the recommended improvements, and the Gulf

4, 1bid.

5. Surgeon-General's Annual Report for Fiscal Year 1883, found in
Ibid., p. 59.
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Coast Quarantine was fated to remain at Ship Island for ancther six

years.

D. Guif Quarantine is Relocated to Nerth Chandeleur

1. Service Abandons its West End Facilities

On November 1, 1883, Asst. Surg. R.D. Murray assumed
command of the station. Scon thereafter, having secured necessary
approval from Surgeon-General Hamiiton, Murray forscok control of the
west end of the island, except as custedian and health officer. He
permitted all vessels in the commercial anchorage to have access to the
istand and mainland, but kept the quarantine anchorage subject to his

oversight and control .6

2. Operations from the Station in 1884-85

During Fiscal Year 1884, personnel from the quarantine
station boarded 29 wvessels, of which 21 were detained for disinfection,
and treated 265 seamen. One case of vellow fever was diagnosed on a

vessel bound from Aspinwall (Colon), Columbia, to Apalachicola, Florida.

Communication between the Iisland and mainiand was
maintained by small boats. The steamer Day Dream and the schooner
Annie, transferred to the Marine-Hospital Service by the Natiocnal Health
Board, saw little action during the 12 months, as they were seemingly

.7
under constant repair.

in Fiscal Year 1885, the conly repairs made to the station
structures were of a '"temporary character." The Surgeon-General, when

he filed his annual report, informed Congress that "national gquarantines

6. Murray to Surgeon-General, June 4, 1896, found in Annual Report of
the Supervising Surgeon-General of the Marine Hospital Service of the
United States for Fiscal Year 1896 (Washington, 1896), p. 852.

7. Annuai Report  of the Superwsory Sur‘geon General Q_f the
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for the Fiscal Year 1884
(Washington, 1884), p. 37. The city of Aspinwall was renamed Colon in
1830.
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or 'inspection stations' are necessary, and they should be fully equipped
with all the appliances needed feor the proper performance of the work.

The present arrangements being merely temporary, are inadequate."8

During the quarantine season there were boarded and inspected

at the four national stations:

STATION May June July August September
Ship Island 6 9 17 22 10
Delaware

Breakwater 8 57 70 36
Cape Charles 3 9 9 17 27
Sapelo Island 1 4 19
Total . % 83 83 52°

3. Surgeon-General Calls for Needed Improvements While

Recommending Relocation

In 1886, Sdrgeon-General Hamilton reported that the
station was in "fair condition.” Needed were an additional source of
water and a building to serve as a convalescent ward, with rooms for the

boatmen and male employees.

Once again, as had been recommended 36 months before,
Dr. Hamilton called for construction of two wharves, one to serve as a
landing for the medical officer and the other for the lazaretto. The
lengths of the wharves, in accordance with the change in missions, were
scaled down to 350 and 400 feet. These wharves, it was suggested,
could be constructed with pilings and ballast from ships. The latter,
which was free to the United States for the asking, could be employed as

fill. Consequently, construction costs would be minimal.

8. Annual Report of the Supervising Suregon-General of the
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for Fiscal Year 1885

(Washington, 1885), p. 13.
g. Ibid.
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A boathouse was aiso needed.

Again, as recemmended three years before,
surgecn-General Hamilton urged that the station be relocated. If not to
one of the Chandeleurs or Grand Gozier, then to Pass a i‘Cuire, pirovided
the channel could be deepened over the bar. Recently, owners of
summer resorts and cottages along the Mississippi Guif Coast had stepped
up their ciamor against the quarantine station's proximity., in addition,
the Jackson County, Mississippi, board of supervisors had petitioned

Congress to relocate the faci]ity.‘EO

The reason Pass a ['Outre had surfaced as an alternate
site was the decision by the New Orleans Board of Health to abandon
their substation at that point. [If they could get the United States to
take charge of that facility, the city government would be relieved of the

expense,

On February 2, 1887, the Senate accordingly enacted
legislation authorizing transfer of the station from Ship Island and
acquisition of the Pass a I'Outre facility. Although the bill was reported
back tc the House favorably by the Committee on Commerce, it had not
been acted upen at the time the 2d Session of the 49th Congress
adjcur'necl.11

4. March 7, 1889, Relocation
On March 5, 1888, the 1st Sessicn of the 50th Congress
enacted and President Grover Cleveland signed into law a bill authorizing
and appropriating $45,000 for relocation of the Gulf Quarantine Station "to

10. Annual Report of the Supervisory Surgeon-General of the
Marine-Hospital Service for the Fiscal Year 1886 (Washington, 1888),

S35 — = T T T = —

1. Annual Report of the Supervisory Surgeon-General of the
Marine-Hospital Service for the Fiscal Year 1887 (Washington, 1887),

p. 11.
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some other island" in the Gulf, or "in such pass in the Mississippt Delta
as may be designated by a Board named by the Secretary of the
Treasury.”" Consequently, a commission appointed by the Secretary
advised the removal of the station to North Chandeleur tstand. This was
done despite the condemnation of the Chandeleur site by the National
Board of Health Committee in 1879 and the Treasury Department's 1883

committee.

The action of the 1888 commission cleared the way for a
request by the Supervisory Surgeon-General to call on the Supervising
Architect of the Treasury Department to prepare plans for the necessary
buildings and toc bave them constructed. By June 30, 1888, the plans
and specifications had been prepared, the proposals advertised, and
contracts awarded. Coincidentally, the superintendent of construction for
the Revenue-Service prepared plans for the disinfecting machinery and a

12
scow to serve as a transfer boat.

The handsome frame buildings were completed by late
February 1889, and, on March 7, the transfer of the quarantine station
from Ship Island to North Chandeleur was effected by the officer in

charge--Dr. H.R. Carter‘.13

E. The Mississippi Board of Health Mans a Ship Island Quarantine
Transfer of the United States Quarantine Station to North

Chandeleur confronted Mississippi health authorities with a problem.

12. Apnual Report of the Supervisory Surgeon-General of the
iMarine-Hospital Service for- Fiscal Year 1888 (Washington, 1888), p. 23;
Annual Report of the Sup_erwsory Surgeon-General of the Marine- Hospltal
Service of the " United States for Fiscal Year 1896  (Washington, 1896),
p. 853. “Members of the 1888 commissions were: Surg. W.H.A. Hutton,
Marine-Hospital Service; Capt. Parker, U.S. Revenue Marine Service;
Passed Asst. Surg, H.R. Carter, Marine-Hospita! Service; Dr. C.P.
wilkinsen of the Louisiana Board of Health; and Dr. Maybin of the
Mississippi Board of Health.

13. Annual Report of the Supervising Surgeon-General of the
Marine-Hospital Service of the United GStates for Fiscal Year 1889
(washington, 1889), p. 111,
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Because of the shoals paralleling the coast, vessels en route to Riloxi,
Pass Christian, and Pascagoula to load lumber were compelled to lay-to in

the Ship Island anchorage to receive their cargoes from lighters or rafts,

The Mississippi State Board of Heaith accordingiy, in the 1882
and 1890 seasons, maintained a gquarantine station at Ship Island. Dr. A.
Parker Champlin was in charge, and he not only inspected but fumigated
certain vessels, charging a $5 fee for inspection and $10 for disinfection,
Among the vessels disinfected by Dr. Champlin and his people was a
farge steamer out of Veracruz and a number of vessels that had cleared
from Montevideo, Buenos Aires, and Rosario. Dr. Champlin also directed
the pilots to conduct to the North Chandeleur Station all ships clearing
from Brazilian ports, Coldn, and all West Indian ports, except the
Barbados, as well as any vessel with sickness aboard.

On November 1, 1890, Dr. Champlin closed down the station
and doubts were voiced whether the State planned to reopen the facility
for the 1891 season. This created a problem, because now there would
be no quarantine officer nearer than Chandeleur to provide incoming
vassels with requisite leprosy certificates. To cope with this situation
and emphasize the United States' role, Surg. Walter Wyman, the officer in
charge of the Gulf Quarantine Station, suggested transfer of the
quarantine officer from North Chandeleur to Ship iIsiand during the winter

season, leaving Chandeleur in charge of a watchman.14

The state people, however, decided te continue to operate the
Ship Island Station during the sickly seasons. The Mississippi inspectors
retained possession until the 1893 hurricane.15

14, Annual Report of the Supervisory Surgeon-General of the

Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for Fiscal Year 1891

an inspector at the west end of the island.

15. Wyman to Secretary of the Treasury, April 27, 1903, NA, RG 26,
Lighthouse Correspondence, 1900-10, Ship Island.
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[1F. SHIP ISLAND AS FOCAL POINT OF THE GULF QUARANTINE:
1833-1916
A, The Guif Quarantine Returns tc Ship Isiand
1. October 2, 1893, Hurricane
The quarantine season opened at the Chandeleur station on
April 7, 1893, when the infected wvessel Walter D. Wallett arrived from
Santos, Brazil. One month before the season was scheduled to end

disaster struck. A hurricane, bringing death and destruction, hammered
the Gulf Coast from west of the Mississippi River to Pensacola. Within
hours, the winds and waves "wrecked the Gulf guarantine station, and
almost obliterated the island upon which it stood." Three staff members

and two patients lost their lives.

By noon on October 2, the sea tide had ebbed sufficiently
tc permit the officer in charge, G.M. Guite’ras, to empioy the only boat
that had survived to visit and inspect the few battered structures stiil

standing.

On the 3d, Dr. Charles Pelaez, assistant physician, was
transferred te Ship Island, under instructions to carry on at that point
the work of the station, insofar as the limited facilities would permit.
Then, on the 8th, Dr. Guité’r‘as removed with the surviving members of
his staff to Ship Island, occupying the "old and half-ruined quarters® at
the Lagoon abandoned in March 1889. The storm, it was found, had
destroyed the warehouse and wrecked the wharf at the west end of the

isiand.

Here, the staff resumed the task of inspecting and
disinfecting wvessels until the guarantine seascn ciosed on November 1.
The latter mission was compounded by the grounding of the fumigating
steamer William H. Welch, driven high and dry on the beach at
Chandeleur during the hurricane. [t took three weeks and cost $3,000 1o

refloat Welch.1

1. Guiteras to Supervising Surgeon-General, Nov. 30, 1893, found in
Annual Report of the Supervising Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital
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2. The November 26, 18383, Sou'easter Batiers the Station

'u

A

A sou'esaster, on November 26, battered the reactivitated
station. Two recently completed wharves were swept away, and a skiff

and several oars lost. The winds battered shutters and broke window

Fg . J ' -~ H i i
e ariving rain ruined furniture, bedding, clothing, tents,

sashes, and
carpets, subsistence stores, medical supplies, and perscnal effects.
Tents, covering gear and equipment salvaged from Chandeleur, were

. 2
flattened, exposing the contents to further damage from the elements.

Communicating this information to Washington, Dr. Guite’r‘as
protested that the station buildings were not adapted for use as even
temporary dwellings or storehouses. If it were not deemed advisable to
repair them immediately or build new ones, he recommended that the
facility be closed and the property secured and left in charge of two

watchmen.3

3. Congress Approves Reestablishment of the Ship Island
Facility
The Marine-Hospital Service determined to authorize
reestablishment of the Guif Quarantine Station on Ship lIsland, and this

was sanctioned by the 2d Session of the 53d Congress, when it enacted
the Sundry Civil Expenses Appropriation for Fiscal Year 1835, which made
$5,000 available for repair of the station. Whereupon, the Supervising
Surgeon-General notified the bhealth authorities in neighboring coastal
ports and harbors that all infected vessels and yellow fever patients could
be sent to Ship Island.

1. {Continued) Service of the United States for Fiscal Year 1833
(Washington, 1893), pp. 256-58; Murray to Surgeon-General, June 4,

1896, found in Annual Report of Supervising Surgeon-General for Fiscal
Year 1886, p. 852,

-m-m—'—-umnlﬂ

e 2 Guitdra s—to--Supervising—Surgeon=-General,.Nov...27, 1893, found in___

Annual Report of Supervising Surgeon-General for Fiscal Year 1893,
p. 258.

3. tbid.
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During the late spring of 18394, the "old buildings'" were
rehabilitated and *"put in condition fit for occupancy" at a cost of
$982.02. To replace the disinfecting chamber, destroyed by the
October 1 hurricane, the barge Zamora, housing a steam disinfecting
chamber, was towed around from Wilmington, Delaware, to Ship Island by

the Revenue-Cutter Service. She arrived on June 10.

Meanwhile, William H. Welch had received extensive
repairs, the bichloride pump being 'practically renewed; the main shaft
bearings reset, new steam pipes put in, etc.” By the end of May, she

was standing by with her sulphur fumigating fur‘na.ce.4

B. Station in Fiscal Year 1895
1. workload
During Fiscal Year 1895, 71 wvessels, divided into three

classes, called at the station. These brokedown:

Disinfected and detained for observation 38
Inspected and passed 37
Spoken and passed 1

Total 71

Three seamen were treated in the hospital, while a similar
number were given out-patient treatment. There were no reports of
yellow fever, or other contagious or infectious diseases on any craft

putting in at the anchor‘age.s

2. Improvements: A Description
The station facilities, as they had been since their

construction 15 years before, were separated by the Lagoon. On the

4. Annual Report of Supervising Surgeon-Generai of the Marine-Hospital
Service of the United States for Fiscal Year 1894 (Washington, 1894Y,

op. 216-18.

5. Guitéras to Supervisory Surgeon-General, undated, found in Annual
Report of Supervising Surgeon-General of the Marine~ Hospita{ Service of
the United States for Fiscal Year 1895 (Washington, 1895), p. 289.
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southwest side of that water body was the executive building (formerly
the lazaretto), housing the main office; dispensary; acting assistant
surgeon's, hospital steward's, and attendant's quarters; and kitchen and

dining rooms. The structure was overcrowded and Surgeon-General

wyman had called for construction of twe additional quarters nearby-- one
to be used as housing for the medical officer in command and the other
for attendants. The executive building could then be restricted to use as
an officé, dispensary, Kkitchen, pantry, and medical officer's quarters.
The present medical officer's quarters would then be employed for a
lazaretto, to resist as much as possible, the spread of communicable

. 6
diseases.

OCn either side of the executive building and slightly in

front of it were two water closets.

From the f{front entrance of the executive building, a
boardwalk extended to the shoreline, and from there continued out across
the shallows for 900 feet. The great iength of this wharf was dictated by
the need to secure sufficient depth for the landing of small boats. The

wharf, or gangway, was & feet wide and 8 feet above mean low water,

In front of and on each side of the executive building
were two small buildings employed as storehouses., They were rudely

built, and to make them presentable were frequently whitewashed.

A short distance in front of the executive building,
flanking the boardwalk, were flagstaffs. The 80-foot staff was used to
display the stars and stripes and for signaling, while the 50-foot staff
flew the quarantine flag.

Behind and to¢ the right of the executive building were the
laundry and carpenters' shop. The former was in an outhouse, along
with a sulphur gas closet.

6. ibid., pp. 289, 292-93.
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A quarter mile northeast of the executive building, on the

marge of the lagoon, was a boathouse and a pair of marine ways.

On the northeast side of the Lagoon, and about 400 yards
from it, stood the commanding officer's quarters. Like the executive
building, it had been erected in 1879-80.

Currently, there was under construction a hospital for
accommodation of patients suffering from contagious or infectious diseases.
It was sited about midway between the Lagoon and the commanding

officer's quarters.7

3. Personnel and Their Duties

The station was manned during the quarantine season by a

. I . . .
passed assistant surgeon (G.M. Guiteras) in command, an acting assistant
surgeon, a first-class hospital steward, and a 15-man crew. The latter

included Wiltliam H. Weich's 8-man crew--pilot, engineer, 2 deckhands,

fireman, and coock. The remaining 9 attendents were customarly detailed
to these duties, although tasks could be changed to meet emergencies:
Head boatman--to look after all boats and report to the officer in charge
or hospital steward their condition, and to manage the naphtha launch
and whaleboat. Carpenter--to make repairs to buildings, boeats,
furniture, etc, Four boatmen--to assist in manning iaunch and
whalebeat, to assist in disinfection of vessels, to act as nurses and night
guards when reqguired, to paint and ciean boats, to keep outside of
buitldings and grounds neat and clean, to keep a lookout for wvessels

entering quarantine, and to man lifeboats. Cook, laundress, and

7. ibid., pp. 289, 293. During Fiscal Year 18395, the rcofs of these
structures were reshingled: the two storehouses, boathouse, carpenter
shop, laundry, and front part of the medical officer's quarters. Ali
buildings had been painted, except those whose exteriors consisted of
rough fumber. The latter had been repeatedly whitewashed. A
fumigating closet had been constructed at cone end of the laundry for the
purpose of fumigating mail, clothing, and other items to be sent from the
station. 1bid., p. 291.
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messenger--tc keep clean the office, dispensary, and halls in the
executive buiiding, and to serve as messengers between the executive

building and surgeon's quar'ter-s.8

4, Ite Floating Equinment

The disinfecting plant was aflocat and included:

(a) The disinfecting tug William H. Welch, 104 feet in
length with a 16 1/2-foct beam. She housed two iron tanks, connected
with a pump for washing out a ship with mercuric chloride splution, and a

sulphur furnace, with Sturtevant fan and engine to run the furnace.

(b) The large Zamora of 116 tons had a complete
disinfecting plant, consisting of a steam chamber for application of moist
or dry steam to clothing, bedding, etc.; and a bichloride tank, pump,
and a sulphur furnace with exhaust fan and engine for same. The barge
was also equipped with a boiler to provide steam for running the
disinfecting apparatus.

{c¢) Three scows--one used for stowing coal for the tug
William H. Welch, the second employed for unballasting wvessels for
quarantine, and a "transfer barge" to provide means of "communication

between the station and the outer world."

The siation was also provided with a number of small
craft, the two largest (the naphtha launch Aimee and a whaleboat) were
used for boarding purposes, and as a means of communication between the
buildings on either side of the Lagoon. The other small craft included: 3
yawis, 1 lifeboat, 2 skiffs, and Welch's lifelr)oat.9

8. thid.

9. ibid., p. 280. During Fiscal Year 1895, these repairs were made to
Zamora: a 1,000-galion cypress tank to hold mercuric chloride was

purchased;—a new smokestack positioned—to—replace—the-one—ost-when—the
barge was driven aground; her bottom coppered; and a 1,000-pound
mushroom anchor and 60 fathoms of 718-inch chain sent aboard. The tug
William H. Welch was hauled up on the ways and her bottom scraped and
painted. Ibid., p. 291.
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5. Friction with State and Local Authorities

During 1885, friction between station personnel and state

and local quarantine officials continued. No effort, Dr. Guitdras
reported, had been made by the latter '"to assist or act in concert with
the national quarantine.” This, however, did not impair the "reputation”
of the federal operation. Peopie of the adjacent coasts seemed satisfied
as to the efficiency of the Gulf Quarantine's operations in contrast to
their opinions of the local quarantines, which were viewed as an extension
of local machine politics, affording an opportunity for spending the

taxpavyers' money.

in August 1895, there had been trouble with the Louisiana
Board of Health, concerning two small vessels bound for New QOrleans and
disinfected at Ship' Island. The state people wrote Dr. Guiteras an
"impertinent" letter asking that they be informed in minute detail as to
the disinfection process administered to each vessei. Both craft had come
from heaithy ports, and with clean bills of health attested to by the

respective United States consuls.

Not deeming it advisable to provide the requested

. N -
documentation, Dr. Guiteras wrote the Louisiana Board that any further
data, other than that given in the '"certificate of free pratique, would

have to be secured from the St.nmg.*;eon-Genera[‘“10

C. The Staff in June 1896
On March 10, 1896, Dr. A.C. Smith replaced Dr. Guite{'as as

officer in charge of the station. Some two months iater, on June 4, the

Gulf Quarantine was inspected by Surg. R.D. Murray. At that time, it
was staffed by: Dr. Smith, commander; Dr. J.A. Moncure, aésistant
surgeon; F.H. Peck, hospital steward; Oscar Frantzen, head boatman;
Alfred Johansen, carpenter and nurse; Judson C. Batton, boatmen and

nurse; Edwin Batton, boatman; W.S$. Johnson, boatman; John Williams,

10. Ibid., pp. 291-92.
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boatman and ballastman; Amanda Underwooed, laundress; Joseph C.
Delmas, master and pilet; J.J. O'Connor, engineer; Harvey Nelson, cook;
D.G. Mitche!ll, fireman; and Barth Larsen and lrving Delmas, deckhands.

The last six named were assigned to the steamer William H. welch. |

D. Station in Fiscal Year 1896
1. Calendar Year 1895 Workload
During the 1895 calendar year, 100 vessels had put in at

e e = @ e

the station. The tabulation read:

From From Foreign From

Foreign via Domestic Domestic Cargoes
Month Ports - Ports Ports Ballast Empty
January 4 0 0 4 0
February 8 0 0 8 ¢
March 4 0 0 4 0
April 5 0 0 4 1
May 12 1 Q 8 5
June b 0 2 5 3
July 8 0 0 5 3
August 15 0 1 10 6
September 8 1 2 8 3
October 8 1 2 ) 5
November 6 0 1 7 0
December 4 il 0 4 A
TOTAL 88 4 8 70 30

Of the 100 vessels, 19 came from the British isles, 15 from
Brazil, 17 from Mexico, 14 from Cuba, 8 from the West indies, and 27
from European and domestic ports. Forty-nine of the craft were
inspected and passed, 29 discharged ballast, and 51 were disinfected.
Fifty-eight of the vessels were bound for the Ship Island loading berth,

35 for Pascagoula, 1 for Shieldsboro, 1 for Moss Point, and 5 for Mobile.

Facilities for discharging ballast at the station were

insufficient, while the expense thereof should not be met by the Service.

11, Murray to Surgeon-General, June 4, 1896, found in Annual Report of
Supervisory Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service for Fiscal
Year 1896 (Washington, 1896), pp. 845-86.

30




Currently, ballast was discharged onto a 35-ton station
bailast barge by the vessel's crew. |If rock it was placed inshore to
form a smail-boat breakwater. f sand or rubbish it was thrown into

shoal water.

To break this bottleneck, it was recommended that the

masters be given the privilege of hiring lighters at their wvessel's

expense.
Vessels laying-to in the anchorage had been treated as

follows:

Inspected Dis-

and charged Disin- Character of Ballast

Passed Ballast fected Water Sand Earth Stone Rubbish
January 4 0 0 0 1 0 1 2
February 7 1 1 1 6 0 0 1
March 2 2 2 1 0 0 2 1
April 2 3 3 g 0 0 3 0
May 6 3 7 2 4 0 2 ¢
June 2 2 & 2 2 0 1 0
July 3 3 5 1 2 0 1 1
August 7 4 9 0 3 0 7 0
September 3 4 8 1 2 C 2 0
October 4 3 7 1 3 1 1 0
November 6 2 1 2 2 1 0 2
December 3 2 2 0 4 0 0 9
TOTAL 49 25 51 12 29 2 20 7

2.  Arrivals and Departures During the First Six Months of
1896
During the first six months of calendar year 1896, there

arrived in the anchorage:

From

From Yellow From

Foreign Fever Domestic Cargoes

Ports Ports Ports Bailast Empty
January 7 0 0 7 0
February 17 0 1 15 2
March 7 0 0 {(a) &6 1
April 13 0 3 15 1
May 18 0 0 13 6
June 9 1 _4 10 4
TOTAL 72 i 8 67 14
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Of these vesseis, 20 had arrived from the British Isles, 10
from Mexico, 7 from the West Indies, & from Cuba, 8 from United States
ports, and 19 from scattered harbors. Sixty-seven of these craft were

inspected and passed, 9 discharged ballast, and 14 were disimﬁected.12

3. improvements and Repairs

Surgeon Murray found that, during Fiscal Year 1886, the
yellow fever hospital had been completed and occupied. It stoed on the
site of the 1879-80 hospital, 100 yards northeast of the Lagoon. The
single~-story frame structure was 56 by 68 feet, and was surrounded by a
piazza. A corner at the south end of the piazza was enciosed as a
bathroom. The hospital was divided by a 8-foot hall, a 8-bed ward was
on the west side of the central hall and four rooms on the east side.
The latter were occupied by the surgeon, kitchen, nurse, and dining

rogm.

West of the Lagoon there had been erected, during the

same months, a crew dormitory.13

A board fence barred the western land approach to the

reservation, while there were several plank waikways.M

Cisterns {3 at the executive building, 3 at the surgeon's
quarters, and 2 at the yellow fever hospital) provided the station with

water. I3

4. The Anchorages

Surgeon Murray pronounced the two anchorages ampie to

accommodate a reasonable number of wvessels, both infected and

12. 1bid., pp. 850-51, 856.

14. ibid., p. 849.

15. Ibid., p. 846.
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noninfected, and permit the mile leeway required by Mississippi law
between classes. The holding ground was excellent, and ships drawing

as much as 22 feet could be accommodated.16

5. Surgeon Murray Describes the Disinfecting Apparatus

The apparatus for disinfection of vesséls and baggage,
Murray saw, consisted of dutch ovens for staterooms, hand pumps for
carbolic solutions, and steam pumps for salt water and bichloride
solutions, and two vessels. William H. Welch had a large boiler,
bichloride pump and tanks, and a sulphur furnace and fan. Zamora had
a boiler, steam pumps, sulphur furnace and fan, and an 8-by 15-foot

rectangular steam chamber. 7

E. Murray Makes a Case for Retaining the Quarantine at Ship

Island

tn June 1896, Surgeon Murray reassured the Surgeon-General
that the United States Gulf Quarantine shouild remain at Ship Island as
tong as "sand and earth ballast vessels are in existence." It would be
good policy, however, to direct all steamers, rock baltlast or
rubble-ballast vessels, and all swépt—hoid craft to the Dry Tortugas.
But, the latter facility, he added, would never be an acceptable place for
vessels carrying ballast which should be discharged as part of the

cleansing process.

Given a few additions to the Ship Island station and some
modification in the rules, there would be no need for the Mississippi

inspecter at Round Island or Biloxi.

Since 1879, including four years at North Chandeleur, the Gulf

Quarantine had cared for all contagious diseases from Apatachicola to

16. lbid.

17. Murray to Surgeon-General, undated, found in Annual Report of
Supervising Surgeon-General for Fiscal Year 1896, p. 854.

33




English Lookout, excepting those hospitalized at Dry Tortugas in 1894 and
g5. In 1888, there had been 19 cases of yeliow fever at Ship isfand and

one death, and 26 cases at Chandeleur in 1891, with no deaths.

The revival of the canard that there was yeliow fever at Biloxi
in 1886, because there were vyellow jack victims at Ship lIsiand, Dr.
Murray noted, "shouild shame the parties interested, and have reascn 10
believe it will shame the original panic shriekers.” Murray argued that
"a man charged to protect the whole coast will have more communities in
his mind and on his heart than a local official who only cares to be free

from the charge that the disease goi in through his por‘t."18

f. Station in Fiscal Year 1897
1. its Workload
In Fiscal Year 1897 there were inspected at the station

these wvessels:

Flag or Nationality Number
United States 70
Norweigian 61
British 59
Russian
Swedish
ltalian
Austrian
Cutch
Spanish
Portuguese
Mexican

—
7e; ISP

Total

ro

Classification as to ports of departure, by menths:

{b) From Foreign

{(a) From Ports in Yellow (¢} From Domestic
Months Foreign Ports Fever Zones Ports
July 22 5 3
_August '5

18. 1bid., p. 859; Biannual Report of the Mississippi State Board of

—

Heaith, 18856-1887 (Jackson, 1888), pp. 11-25.
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(b) From Foreign

(a) From Ports in Yellow (c) From Domestic
ionths Foreign Ports Fever Zanes Ports
September 8
Cctober 14
November 12
December 9
January 21
February 9 1
March 24
April 17
May 36 1 1
June 16 L o
Total 202 6 5

Counties or regions from which vessels came:

Country No. Country No.
Great Britain 27 Mexico -35
France 2 Central America C 2
Germany 1 Domestic ports 5
Nethertands 1 South America,
except Brazil 19
Norway & Sweden 2 Brazil 36
Italy 2 West Indies,
except Cuba 26
South Africa 20 Cuba
Cape Verde Istands 1 {a) La Habana 20
Canary Islands 3 (b) other ports 12
Destination of vessels:
Mississippi ports 202
Mobile 10
Apalachicola 1
Le Havre (in distress) 1
Cargo:
Lumber 4
Ballast alone 142
None 68
35

|
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Kind of BRallast:

Water 32
Stone 31
Clean sand 23
Rubbish and wvarious matertals 56

History as to health:

Infectious disease aboard on arrival

Infectious disease arising in quarantine

tnfectious disesse reported in course of voyage
Clean history repaorted 20

O~ O =

Treatment of vessels, by months:

Passed without Disinfected and

Months disinfection held
July 9 21
August 4 11
September 2 6
QOctober 2 12
November 12
December 9
January 21
February 10
March 24
April. 16 1
May 18 20
June 1 8

Total 128 69

During these 12 months, only one patient with a
quarantinable disease was received at the station hospital. This man,
who was felled by vyellow fever, had sailed from La Habana seven days
before. The remainder of the medical and surgicat work reparted
involved treatment of people injured or taken sick on wvessels in
quarantine. The number hospitatized was 26, while 38 out-patients were
attended t0.1g

--—-—.-——-l-ﬁ-j

19. Smith to Surgeon-General, Oct. 18, 1897, found in Annual Report of
Supervising Surgeon-General of the Marme Hospital Service of the United
States for Fiscal Year 1897 (Washington 1897), pp. 495-96.
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2. Improvements, Maintenance, and Repairs
At the end of the 1896 guarantine season, William H. Welich
had been laid up on Crooked Bayou, nhear Moss Point, Mississippi.

During the winter, she had been repaired, and was returned to

commission on May 1, 1887. Zamora had been kept at the station until a
new deckhouse could be built over a part of the deck for protection of
the machinery. She was then sent across Mississippi Sound to Crooked

Bayou, where she was laid-up until spr‘ing.zo

The small boat fiotilla had been reinforced by a sailboat
and a skiff, both built at the station.

As the ballast tighter was unseaworthy, it was replaced by

one constructed under (:cu'ltr'a(:t.21

At the station, in the off-season, the hands made a
number of improvements. A telephone line was run across the Lagoon
and between the principal buildings. This line connected the surgeon's

quarters, hospital, and executive building, with a telephone in each.

To make the rcoms more comfortable in the winter, two

chimneys, with four grates, were added to the executive building.

The executive building and surgeon’s quarters were

painted.

To delinate better the limits of the quarantine reservation
and anchorage, two signboards, labeled "U.S. QUARANTINE," were

positioned on the island, near the north and south boundaries and four

20. lbid. p. 497.

21. |Ibid.
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buoys placed on the limits of the quarantine anchorage. The transfer

barge was also marked with an iron quarantine flatg;.22

3. Mississippi Authorities Fail in their Campaign to Relocate

the Station
Members of the Mississippi Board of Health, in late April
1896, spent several days on the Guif Coast investigating the “danger to

1-1—’_1

the seacoast towns" inherent in "having a vellow fever refuge station at
Ship Island.® The Board found that: (a) the quarantine station was
only seven and a half miles in a straight line from Biloxi; (b) "an
infected ship had tc be brought through the shipping of Ship island
harbor. . . to be placed in quarantine at the quarantine station®; {c) the
guarantine anchorage was fregquently encroached upon by local fishermen;

{(d) employees of the Marine-Hospital Service were in the habit of

"surrepitiously wvisiting the mainland," even when they had infected
shipping in quarantine; (e) local traders by means of bum boats and
other light craft were in the habit of carrying on business with seamen
aboard wvessels laying-to in the anchorage; and (f) the economic vitality
of the Gulf Coast resorts was jeopardized by having "a vyellow fever

refuge station so near to their doors."

To cope with this situation, the Mississippi Board scught
to station an inspector on the west end of Ship island, "for the purpose
of guarding against the possibie infection of healthy wvessels by the
inspection service of the vellow fever refuge station, and thus introduce
yellow fever into a seacoast town." Rebuffed in this, the Board
established a state quarantine station on Cat Isltand. It soon became
apparent to the Board, however, that "nothing less than a State
quarantine against Ship Island gquarantine station could promise any
degree of safety to the people of the seacoast towns from yellow fever
infection." The Board, rather than seek a confrontation with the

Marine-Hospitat Service, called upon Governor Anselem J. MclLaurin to

communicate with Secretary of the Treasury James E. Carlisle, for the

22. lbid.
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purpose of securing return of the station to Chandeleur Island. The
Secretary rejected this proposal first in writing and then in a meeting

with Governor McLaurin. 23

G. Station in Fiscal Year 1898

1. its Worklioad
In Fiscal Year 1898, personnel from the station inspected

308 vessels. These crafts were registered:

Nation No. Nation No.
United States 161 Itaty 5
Great Britain 61 Netherlands 4
Norway 60 Spain 3
Sweden 2 Austria-Hungary 1
Russia 4 Portugal 1
Germany 5 Mexico 1
These vessels had arrived as follows:
From Foreign
Ports in Yeilow
From Fever Latitudes From
Fareign via Domestic Domestic
Months Ports Harbors Ports
July 27 2
August 19 1
September 16 22
Cctober 18 1 33
November 17 18
Cecember 13 1
January 11
February 7
March 12 1
April 29 1
May 22 S
June 23 — 9
Total 214 4 30

23. Report of the Mississippi State Board of Health from March 24, 1896,
to Sept. 30, 1896, and from Sept. 30, 1896 to Sept. 30, 1837 (Jackson,

1897), pp. 3-5.
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The countries or regions from which the vessels had

cleared brokedown:

Rritish Isles 20 East Indies 1
France 2 Mexico 44
Germany 1 Central America 3
Nethertands 2 Brazil 42
Norway & Sweden 4 South America,
except Brazil 22
Denmark 1 Cuba:
italy 3 La Habana 16
South & East Africa 16 Other ports 14
Cape Verde !slands 1 West Indies, _
except Cuba 19
Canary islands 3 United States 94

The vessels passing through quarantine were bound for:

Mississippi Socund Ports 277 Apalachicola and

Carabelle, Fla. 7
Mobite 18 Dry Tortugas 2
New Orleans 1 Key West 3

These inbound vessels carried:

Lumber 15 Hardware 2

Coal 3 Ballast {(alone) 174

Charcoal 1 None {swept holds) 123

Groceries and :
Provisions 20

The types of ballast reported:

Water 32 Sand 28
iron 3 Sand and Stone 32

Stone 35 Rubbish 17

Seven of the 308 wvessels, three from foreign ports and
four from domestic harbors, were found upon arrival at quarantine to
have yellow fever aboard. On two others, yellow fever appeared during

their detenticn in quarantine.

In addition tc these craft, 8 others--six from foreign and

two from domestic ports--had a history of vyellow jack during their
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voyage, but, by the date of arrival, the victims had recovered or died,
Four vessels had a suspicious but uncertain history. Aboard the

remaining 288, station surgeons found no evidence of infection or

contagion.
Figures on the monthly breakdown of the station workload
revealed:
Vessels Vessels
Inspected Disinfected

Month and Passed and Held
July 5 24
August 6 14
September 6 32
October 10 42
November 19 16
December 13 1
January 10 1
February 7
March 11 2
April 15 15
May 14 13
June 15 7 o4

Total 131 177

2. Yellow Fever Returns

During Fiscal Year 18398, 23 yellow fever patients had been
treated in the station isolation hospital. None of them died, because most
of the cases were mild. Other medical and surgical work consisted of
"such miscellaneous cases as were found on vessels in quarantine." Al
told, 63 people were admitted to the hospital while 45 were given

out-patient tr‘eatment.25

Yellow fever had returned to the Gulf Coast, in the late
summer of 1897, extending from New Orleans to Mobile. As had happened

24. Smith to Surgeon-General, Oct. 11, 1898, found in Annual Report of
Supervising Surgeon-General of the Marine- Hoga_tai Service of the United
States for Fiscal Year 1898 (Washmgton, 1899), pp. 730-31.

25. lbid., p. 731.
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pefore, a campaign was undertaken by the Mississippi State Board of
Health to trace the fever to the Gulf Quarantine Station. These efforts
were unsuccessful. But to rebut them occupied much time and energy on
Surgeon Smith's part.

Eariy in September, as soon as an emergency was
declared, every community in the region, large and small, affected a
guarantine against its neighbers. Small craft engaged in intercoastal
trade could onty pass from point to point by securing a "pratique”" from
the Gulf Quarantine Station. They were accordingly received and
subjected to quarantine. Likewise, whenever yellow fever was suspected
on a local vessel it was diverted to Ship Island.

The staff's warkload was compounded by implementation of
a scheme for protection of shipping in the anchorage against infection
from the mainland. This plan was prepared by the Mississippi State
Board of Health, in conjunction with the Marine-Hospital Service, but its
execution feil upon station personnel. All disinfections were done at the
station, and vellow fever victims detected were cared for in the Ship
island hospital.

Because of traffic between the shipping and the mainland,
with bum boats and stevedores and masters going ashore to transact
necessary business, it was difficult to protect the vessels lying-to in the
anchorage from contagion. Nevertheless, the Service, except in one
instance, met the challenge. Then, two cases of yellow fever were
reported on the Norwegian steamship St. Andrews just before she put to
sea. The victims were sent to the hospital, their quarters disinfected,

and the ship sailed. All other vessels remained healthy while riding at
anchor.26
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26, lbid., pp. 731-32. Along the Mississippi coast, there were a number
of deaths from yellow fever--35 in Biloxi, 11 in Ocean Springs, 14 in
Scranton, 2 in Pascagoula, 5 in Barkley, and 8 in McHenry.
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The season, because of the mainland vyellow fever, was

continued until mid-November. William H. Welch and Zamora were then

taken out of commission and faid-up in Creooked Bayou, on the 26th. The
annual repair and fitting up of these vessels was accomplished during the

winter, Welch being hauled to Mobile for this ,cn.u"pose.27

3. Changes in Procedures Wrought by War

in accordance with revised regulations, the seasan opened
on April 1, 1888, three weeks before the United States declared war on
Spain. Coincidentally, a night patrol of the anchorage was inaugurated

by two men in a small boat.

On May 23, an inspection post was established and manned
on the west end of the island. Its mission was to keep all vessels under
observation from the time of their approach, to inspect wvessels from
healthy ports at that point thus saving them from ceming up to the main
station, and o maintain a genera! supervision over the heaith of the
harber. Asst. Surg. C.A. Sheely and two boatmen with a sloop and yaw!

manned the substation. Sheely and his men were housed in tents.
Closing of the Tortugas Quarantine Station on April 4,
because of its reoccupation by the military as a base, direcied additional

shipping to the Gulif Quarantine.28

4. improvements, Maintenance, and Repairs

During the vear, it became necessary to rebuild the two

wharves. A new whaleboat, christened Lily, was constructed under

contract, while the attendents built two skiffs.zg

27. |ibid., p. 733.
28. 1bid.; wyman to Lighthouse Board, June 25, 1906, NA, RG 26.

29. Smith to Surgeon-General, Oct. 11, 1898, found in Annual Report of
Supervising Surgeon-General for Fiscal Year 1838, p. 733.
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H. Station in Fiscal Year 1899
1. Its Workload

In Fiscal Year 1899, personnel from the station disinfected

210 wvessels, and inspected and passed 119. The inspector at the west
end of the isiand boarded vesseis {rom ports against which there was no

guarantine.

Seven vessels arrived in the anchorage having had vyellow
fever aboard at the port of departure, in course of the voyage, or while
in quarantine. The captain of a ship inbouna from Colon reported that,
in the days since she had sailed, there had been one death from Charges
fever, while three more crewmen were under quarantine. A second
vessel, besides having one sailor down with vyellow fever, had a man
suffering from leprosy. Three Norwegian barks had arrived from Brazilian

ports with crew members cdown with beriber‘i.30

2. Maintenance, Repairs, and Improvements

The barge Zamora, before the opening of the season, had
received needed repairs to her disinfecting gear and a new boiler. Her
hull, however, was so far deteriorated as to mandate, in the near future,
either a new craft or some other means of disinfecting.' The steamer

William H. Welch also needed extensive repair‘s.31

The Sundry Civil Bill, approved by President William
McKinley on July 1, 1898, appropriated $4,000 for a new steam launch;
$3,500 for additional quarters; $15,000 for a noninfectious hospital; $800
for an isoiation ward; and $2,000 for a transfer barge and ballast lighter.

The transfer barge and ballast lighter was built under contract by Frank

30. Kalloch to Surgeon-General, Oct. 10, 1899, found in Annual Report
of Supervising Surgeon- Gener'ai of the Marine-Hospital Service of the

~United—States: —for—Fiscal—Year-—1899 - {Washington, _1901),—p._816._Surg._

P.C. Kalloch had relieved Assistant Surgeon Smith as station commander
on December 28, 1898.

31. lbid., pp. 816-17.
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Tultavull of Biloxi, and was delivered and ready for service, when the

hew season opened on April 1, 1899,

As of October 1, 1899, the steam launch had been buiit
but not delivered. Work on the other new construction had not been
started by that date, because of lack of "initiative in’the office of the

supervising ar‘cl'tite::t.“s;2

During the year, the small building heretofore used as a
sail loft was ceiled and partitioned en the inside and its exterior
weatherboarded to serve as sleeping quarters for crews during inclement

weather.

The hospital was painted--the exterior receiving one coat
of lead and oil, and the roof a coat of metallic brown. The employees

repaired the roof gutters and the walkways.33

l. ' Station in Fiscal Years 1900-05

. During fiscal years 1900 through 1905, the Gulf Quarantine was
superintended in 1800-02 by P.C. Kalloch, in 1903-04 by $.B. Grubbs,
and in 1905 by E.W. Wille. These were busy years at the station. The

worklcad for each of these years was:

Vessels Inspected Vessels Disinfected
and Passed

Year Steamers Sailing Craft Steamers Sailing Craft
*1800 105 117
*1801 124 97
*1902 117 103
*1903 80 76
1804 262 arrived 14 61
1905 47 138 8 X

32. Ibid., p. 816.

33. Ibid., pp. 816-17.
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* For fiscal years 1800-1803, the superintendent did not give a breakdown
as to sailing ships vis-&vis steamers. In fiscal year 1904,
Superintendent Grubbs noted that there had been a proportionate
increase in tonnage because of the increased number of steamers and
the greater size of the sailing ships.

In 1904 four cases of vyellow fever were evacuated from
vessels in quarantine to the lazarette, of whom two died. The following

. N . 4
vear, two yellow fever victims were hospitalized at the station.3

Surgecn Kaillech and.his family spent nearly three years at
the station, and, during that time, his son Parker {(who was born in
1882) only left the istand once for a three-day visit to Biloxi.

Parker's sister kept a diary. In it she made entries
describing how, during the quarantine season, food and supplies for the
station were brought out by boat from Biloxi and teft on the pier. The
Kalloch children were tutored by their mother and young Parker spent

much of his time hunting and fishing.35

34. Annual Report of the Supervising Surgeon-General of the
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for the Fiscal Year 1300

{(Washington, 1900), p. 838; Annual "Report of the Supervising
Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for
the Fiscal Year 1901 (Washington, 1301}, p. 476; AnnGal Report of the
Surgeon-General of the Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service of the
United States for' Fiscal Year 71902 (Washington, 1802), p. 424; Annual
Report of the Surgeon-General of the Public Heaith Ser'vice and
Marine-Hospital Service of the United Stfates for Fiscal Year 1903
(Washington, 1903), p. 302; Annual Report of the Surg_eon General of the
Public Health Service and Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for
Fiscal Year 1904 (washington, 1904), p. 345; Annual Report of the
Surgeon-General of the Public Health Service and Marine-Hospital Service
of the United States for Fiscal Year 1905 (wWashington, 1906}, pp. 185-86.

35, 'wife's Husband Lived on Ship Island as Boy" found in
————.Biloxi-Guifport Daiiy Herald. Mrs. Parker Kalloch visited the site of the

quarantine station on March 16, 1968. She was accompanied by Jim
Stevens and others. She told Stevens that she had in her possession her
sister-in-taw's diary. In 1968, Mrs. Kalloch's address was 717 Carlisle
Bivd., S.E., Albugquerque, New Mexico, 87106.
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J. Station in Fiscal Year 1808

1. Yellow Fever's Last Visit

Yeltow fever for the iast time returned to the Gulf Coast
in the summer of 1905. The Ship Istand station that year was commanded
by Asst. Surg. C.W. Wille.

From late June through September, the station and its
personnel were taxed to their capacity. Diverted to the Ship Island
Anchorage from ‘“infected points® on the mainland for Y“quarantine
treatment before proceeding to clean or noninfected territory” were 15
steamships, 201 sailing craft, and 85 barges. On these vessels 5 cases of

fevers were identified, of which 3 proved to be miid cases of yeliow jack.

While the vyellow fever scare gripped the region, three
anchorages were deiinated and maintained by station personnel: the
quarantine station proper, the ballast grounds, and the west end loading
area, where all vessels were kept free of contagion by disinfection, daily

inspections, etc. 36

2. Workload
During Fiscal Year 1906, there were inspected at the
station 305 ocean-going vessels (96 steamers and 209 saitling vessels). Of
these, 107 were disinfected. Upon these craft, 4,452 persons were
examined. Twelve vessels were found to be infected with yeliow fever on
arrival, 5 of which were remanded from the Mobile Quarantine Station; 3
from coastwise ports; 3 from foreign ports direct; and 1 from the Dry

Tortugas, the infection of which could not be traced.

in the station hospitals there had been treated the yetlow
fever victims from the aforementioned vessels, and patients suffering with
malaria, 9; enteric fever, 2; tapeworms, 1; inflammation of tonsilts, 1;

fractured radius, 1; and inflammation of the stomach, 1. In addition to

36. Annual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Public Heaith and
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for Fiscal Year 1906

(Washington, 1907y, pp. 157-98.
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‘these, 28 cases of malarial fever, 9 malarial cachexia, 1 bubo, 1
tuberculous, 1 rheumatism, and 1 beriberi were diagnosed on vessels,

treated, and permitted to proceed with their ships to their destir'natior';s.37r

K. Hurricane of September 1900

The September 26-27, 1906, hurricane caused terrible damage te
the station. Al "floating properties,” except the small boats, were swept

away, and several buildings practically destroyed.?”

Funds were promptly allotted by the Surgeon-General for
rehabilitation of the station. By June 30, 1907, this work was in

progress. 38

L. Station in Fisca! Year 1309
1. 1808-10 Construction Program

During the weeks Tfollowing the storm, Inspector J.S.
Raymond spent several days on Ship island. He found that the executive
building, the assistant surgeon's and pharmacist’s quarters, the
attendant's dormitory, the bathhcuse and marine ways, the copper-wire
screening of aboul 150 doors and windows, and the bridge spanning the
Lagoon had been destroyed. The water storage and distribution system
was badiy battered and should be replaced. A power whaleboat, used in
boarding and inspecting vessels, had been wrecked, and the engine of
the auxiliary schooner Hermes, employed as the transfer boat between the
station and mainland, should be replaced. Three yawls were reguired as
substitutes for the tric destroyed.

To replace the facilities destroyved and enable the station

te resume effective operaticn, Raymend called for constructien of an:

37.ibid., p. 198

38. Annual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Public Health and
Marine-Hospitai Service of the United States for Fiscal Year 1907
{washington, 1908), p. 96.
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Executive building and general kitchen and

dining room $ 7,200
Assistant surgeon's and pharmacist's quarters 7,000
Attendant's dormitory 5,800
Copper-wire screening for about 150 doors and windows 900
Lagoon bridge 4,600
Beoathouse and ways 4,000
To provide a water supply at adeguate pressure for

fire protection, etc. 3,500
New whaleboat 500
New engine for schooner Hermes 572
Three yawls at $140 each 420

Total $33,982
Lighting plant (acetylene) to reduce the danger
of fire from handling and storing kerosene 1:50039
Total $35,492

The 2d Session of the 59th Congress accordingly
appropriated $35,492 for improvements to the station to include a new
executive building, assistant's and pharmacist's quarters, and attendent's

quarters.

Construction was commenced in the spring of 1909, and,
by June 30, the structures were nearly completed. The executive
buiiding and the assistant's and pharmacist's quarters were positioned on
concrete piers and the attendant's quarters on pilings. This type
foundation should, it was theorized, enable these structures to weather
the hurricanes, which periodicaly hammered the Gulf Coast. Upon
completion of the new executive office building, the oid oné was relocated

and converted into a medical officer's quarters.

Meanwhile, a new wharf, about one-half mile in length,
had been built. Sited in front of the executive building, it constituted
the principal approach to the station. A boathouse and ways, for

accommodation of the station's craft, was located near the pier head.'ﬁ10

39. Executive Documents of the House of Representatives of the 2d
Session of the 59th Congress, Dec. 3, 1806-March 7, 1907 (Washington,
1807), Series 5154, pp. 13.

40. Annual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Pubiic Health and the
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States for Fiscal Year 1309
{(washington, 1910), p. 110.
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2. Disinfection Apparatus, Circa 1970

For disinfecting wvessels, the station continued to be
equipped with pots and tubs and a disinfecting barge containing a
bichloride pump, steam chambers, and sulphur furnace and fan.
Disinfection with formaldehyde gas was accomplished by the permanganate

of potash and formalin methcd.m

3. West End Inspection Station

Personnel assigned to the west end inspection station were
quartered in a four-room house, positioned on pilings. In Fiscal Year

1909, this facility was operated only during the “closed seas«cm.“42

4. The Workload
when he submitted his annual report for Fiscal Year 1309,

the station commander, Asst. Surg. John T. Burkhalter, reported that
personnel had boarded and p.asseci 20 steamers and 5 sailing vesseis;
inspected and passed 57 steamships and 66 sailing craft; fumigated and
passed 7 steamers and 21 sailing vessels; and fumigated and held 3
steamers and 19 sailing ships. These vesseis carried 3,121 seamen and 21

passengers.

Nine cases of malaria were identified among the crews, and

necessatry medical attention given aboard ship.43

M. Final Active Ship Island Years

1. Station in Mid-July 1815 as Seen by a Reporter

In mid-July 1915, a special correspondent for the Jackson,
Mississippi, Clarion-Ledger spent the day on Ship isiand. in a feature
article, supplemented by a number of photographs, he described his visit
to the Guif Quarantine Station, commanded since the previous year by
Asst. Surg. W.R.P. Thompson.

472. Ibid. The west end station, the former ordnance-sergeant's
quarters had been transferred to the Marine-Hospital Service in 1800 and
relocated.

43. lbid., pp. 110-11.
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By this time, the station included 24 structures: the
administrative buillding (formerly the executive building), pharmacist's
guarters, surgeon's residence, attendent's quarters, vyellow fever
hospital, genera! hospital, west end inspection station, storehouse,
blacksmith shop, carpenters' shop, boathouse, stables, landing, lighting
plant, crematory, hurricane refuge, water tank and tower, pumphouse,
beatways, wharf, paint shop, ccalhouse, and gascline power house. All
the buildings, except the west end inspection station and the yellow fever
(isclation) hospital, were concentrated c¢n the southwest side of the
Lagoon. The latter was northeast of the Lagoon. A .pile bridge,
spanning the Lagoon, provided access to the yeliow fever hospital from

the main station.

All principal buildings were connected by board walkways,
while the approaches to most of these structures was over granite

brought tc the island as bailast.

To capitalize on the artesian wells, drilled in 1901,
Surgecn Thompson had installed 25 to 30 sprinklers and lawns and

gardens had been laid out.

The major buildings, the reporter noted, were similar in
their architectural appearance, all being frame and single-story, except
the surgeon's gquarters which was two-story. There was a commeon color
scheme. The rcofs were painted red, the shutters green, and the
exterior elevations white., As the island was swept by sea tides, during
hurricanes, the buiidings were rodded and bolted to concrete piers, to

keep them from being ripped from their foundations.
The hurricane refuge, the personnel’s “storm cellar," was
30 feet above mean ficod fide. Built of heavy timbers, it was anchored to

huge pilings driven 25 feet into the ground.

Gas was generated by a cetaline machine.
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All the guarters, as well as both hospitals, were provided
. . 44
with Kitchens.

2. 1915 Hurricanes

The hurricane refuge saw heavy use during the next
several months. On August 17 and again on October 3, tropical storms
roared in from the Gulf of Mexicoe. The first hurricane caused no serious
damage to the station proper, though it swept away a number of dunes on
the Gulf side of the island. The second blow was much worse. The
remaining sand hills, which had afforded protection to the station
improvements, were flattened. The approaches to the Lagoen bridge were
destroyed, as were the landing stages along the wharf. Fencing was
disiodged and floated away. A large part of the big dune fronting the
hospital was washed away, while the tidal bore cut a gapping channel
through a similar sand hill west of Surgeon Thompson's quarters.
Considerable damage was done to the bulkhead shielding Thompson's
quarters from the Sound. If the winds had suddenly veered to the
north-west and held there, his guarters would have heen damaged or
destroved. ’

The day following the storm, came an invasion of snakes,
marsh animals, and fowl. They saliied forth from an immense drift of
logs, grass, and other debris flushed out from flooded wetlands, which
grounded on the sound side. This raft was heavily populated by snakes,
principally moccasins, raccoons, minks, otters, muskrats, etc. "The
snakes twined about the boat fitlings, wharf timbers, etc.; and escaped
to the shore in great numbers." At least 300 were killed within the next
seven days, half of them on or near the station upon the first day of
their arrival. Many more were kilied before cold weather brought an end
toe the invasion, but for many weeks it was dangerous to wander about
the grounds at night.

44. Clarion-Ledger, July 18, 1915,
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In the months following the Octcber 3 hurricane, the men,
when not engaged in duties associated with the gquarantine, were employed
cleaning up and burning debris, rebuilding waikways and fences, and

[andscaping.45

3. Fiscal Year 1916 Workload

With Eurcpe at war and steamships forcing more and more

sailing wvessels to be laid-up because they could no longer compete
economically, the number of vessels entering quarantine deciined in Fiscal
Year 1916. When Surgeon Thompson suybmitted his annual report, he
listed:

Sailing vessels entering quarantine 87
Steamers entering quarantine 36
Total vessels entering guarantine 123
Vessels inspected and passed 37
Vessels spoken and passed 9
Vessels fumigated and passed 77
Vessels held for observation 2
Total crews inspected 1,801
Stowaways inspected 1 6
Rats killed by fumigation 704

4, Hurricane of July 5, 1816
Ship [sland and the station were bhattered by the July 5,

1816, hurricane. Chimneys were toppled, windows broken, and several of
the buildings partially dercofed. Several hundred feet of decking from
the 1,280-foot wharf were torn off and some of the pilings uprooted.

The fumigation barge was driven out to sea and lost; the
launch Hermes driven aground and damaged beyond repair, but her
engine was salvaged. The launches Evelyn and Helen suffered slight

damage.

45. Anpnual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Public Health Service
of the United States for Fiscal Year 1916 (Washington, 1316), p. 133;
Times-Picayune, Oct. 7, 1915,

46. Annual Report for Fiscal Year 1916, p. 133.
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Utilizing emergency funds made available by the
surgeon-General, the physical damage to the station property was
promptly repaired. The ceontinued erosion of the dunes, however, was a
more serious problem, because they had afforded considerable protection

-~

|- . TPET) ' !
to the buiidings and grounds.

47. Annual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Public Health Service
of the United States for Fiscal Year 1917 (Washington, 1917), p. 97.
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tv. THE RESERVE AND RECREATION CENTER YEARS: 1916-72

A. The Gulf Quarantine Relocates
The hurricane of September 18, 1916, caused additional damage

to the station and dunes. Taking cognizance of the increasingly exposed
situation of the facilities resulting from destruction of the sand hills, the
Pubiic Health Service determined to transfer quarantine inspection of
vessels from Ship Island to Gulfport, where two years before there had
been established a relief station. This move was made on December 20,
1916, and the Ship lsland facilities placed under custodianship of two
watchmen. Henceforth, the barrier island station would be used when

necessary for detenticn and treatment of infected vesseis.

Reiocation of the Gulf Quarantine resulted in a less expensive
operation, with no improvement of the station's efficiency. In addition, it

was a move long urged by Gulfport shipping interests.

On April 6, 1917, the United States declared war eon Imperial
Germany. Once again, as in the previous fiscal year, there was a decline
in number of vessels passing through the station. During Fiscal Year

1917, Surgeon Thompson reported:

Sailing wvessels entering quarantine 74
Steamers entering quarantine 33
Total vessels entering quarantine 107
Vessels inspected and passed 43
Vessels spoken and passed 1
Vessels fumigated 40
Vessels held for obserwvation 1
Total crews inspected 1,705
Passengers inspected 1
Stowaways inspected 4 (2
Rats kiiled by fumigation 647

1. Annual Report of the Surgeon-General for Fiscal Year 1917,
pp. 97-8.

2. lbid., p. 97.
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B. Initial Caretaker Status Years

During fiscal year 1918, the Public Health Service maintained
the Ship Island facility In caretaker status for detention of perscns from
infected vessels, As they had been since mid-December 1916, most Guif
Quarantine aclivities were carried out from Guifport. Veassals were now

boarded and inspected in Guifport Channel, just before entering port.

The annua! reports submitted by the Surgeon-General of the
United States Public Health Service for fiscal years 1918-24 make no
mention of the Ship Island facility beyond that it was in charge at various
times of one or two caretakers. in Fiscal Year 1925, funds were
obligated for several maintenance-oriented projects at the station.
workmen replaced a number of piles supporting the hospital and water
tower and tank; repaired and repainted the hospital and water tower;
took down and dismantied the hurricane refuge tower; and set a number
of piles supporting the wharf in concrete.4

C. 1927 Survey and President Coolidge's Executive Order

tn  Fiscal Year 1927, the Public Health Service, to secure
permanent title to the land formerly used as the Gulf Quarantine Station,
had an engineering survey made of the reservation. As of the date of
the survey, four additional structures on the station inventory {the
stables, Nc. 8; marine ways, No. 19; bridge across the Lagoon, No. 20;
and west end inspection station, No. 23) had been dropped. The bridge
and west end inspection station had been destroyed by fire and the

materials salvaged, and the other two structures had been razed.

As a result of the survey, President Calvin Coolidge, by
Executive Order No. 4586, dated February 15, 1927, transferred to the
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3. Annual Report of the Surgeon-Genera! of the Public Health qer"mce
of the United States for Fiscal Year 1918 “(Washington, 1918), p. 180.

4, Annual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Public Health Service
of the United States fcr Fiscal Year 1925 (Washington, 1325), p. 129.
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Treasury Department the land .necessary for a quarantine station on Ship
isiand, heretofore occupied under a revocable license from the War
Department, dated May 3, 1880.5

D. Repair and Maintenance 1927-33

1. Razingrthe Lazaretto

[t Fiscal Year 1927 weorkmen were sent to the istand and

demolished the lazarette. All useable materials were sah/ageci.6

2. Oriop Urges Repair of the Wharf, Walkways, and Medical

Qfficer's and Pharmacist's Quarters

Inspection Engineer Stephen Oricp of the Public Health
Service spent four days on Ship istand in eariy October 1928. He found
the 1,260-foot wharf in need of general repairs, including replacement of
some of the piles and about one-third of the decking. As the wharf,
extending as it did out over the shallows for a long distance, was

essential to operation of the station, he recommended ifs eariy r‘epair‘.7

5. Annual Report of the Surgeon-General of the Public Heaith Service
of the United States for Fiscal Year 1927 (Washmgton, 1927), p. 139;
Plan of "Gulf Quarantine Station on Ship lIsland, Mississippi,” NA, RG
153; Orlop to Surgeon General, Nov. 10, 1927, NA, RG 90, Generai
Classified Records, Domestic Stations. A copy of the subject plan is on
file at the Mississippi Unit, GUIS. The surveyor, in a maginal note,
wrote, ‘“lLand is practically all Sand Dunes, with Marshes and Ponds.
Elevations given are not constant because of shifting Dunes. Land mostly
bare Sand, except in Marshes and in vicinity of Station Buildings, and
North of Lagoon, where there is scrub oak, Scrub Pines, Palmetto, and
other jow growth, and Cactus. Farther north of Lagoon are tali Pines.

6. Grubbs to Sheeley, March 18, 1927, and Sheeley to Surgeon-General,
march 22, 1827, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic

Stations.

7. Qriop to Supervising Architect, Nov. 29, 1928, NA, RG 90, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations. The wharf, at its shore end
forked into a "Y," one leg of which led to the shops and coal shed. On
the wharf, about two-thirds of the distance from shore, was a landing
platform for skiffs; and at the far end of the wharf was the frame
“"poathouse," a landing stage for Jaunches.
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in addition to the wharf, Oriop urged early repair of the
galleries of the medical officer's quarters; the walkways between
buildings; and necessary work (repairs to roofing, flooring, siding, etc.)

as heeded to other station structures.

All the buildings were frame, he reminded his superiors,
and their interiors had been painted from time to time by station
personnel. Most of them were again in nead of a good coat of paint to
their exterior‘s.8

3. Condition of Station in March 1930
tnspecting Engineer Orlop returned to Ship Island in
March 1930. When he filed his report, Oriop reminded the Treasury

Department that all the structures (15 buildings, a wharf, and wooden
water tank) were frame and one-story, except the two-story medical
officer's quarters. Some of them were on piles and others had brick

foundations. Most of them had been standing about 25 vyears.

The station, as it had been since December 1916, was in
reserve status, local Public Health Service activities were carried on at
Gulfport, except when the Ship Istand facilities were required for
detention. Conseqguently, the station was in charge of a caretaker,
usually one, until 1929 when he was given an assistant. No repair work
had been done by contract for years, provided they discounted the
dismantling of the storm-racked hurricane tower, the repair of the wharf
and walkways, and repainting of the hospital, all accomplished in 1925.

Before the 1929 maintenance program, it had been years
since the station had been provided with materials to effect needed
repairs. Discounting the two buildings (the boathouse and pharmacist's
quarters) painted by the staff in 1929 and the hospital, it had been more

than 20 years since the exteriors of the other station structures had been
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painted. It was accordingly fortunate that high grade lumber had been

Used in their construction, along with wooden ceilings and wall linings.

The surf, Orlop saw, had cut away much of the bank
north of and close to the medical officer's quarters. To check this
erosion, he had turned the station crew to positioning a timber cribbing

and filling in behind.

The galleries of the medical officer's quarters had
continued 1o deteriorate and were now dangerous in several places,
particularly on the second fioor. The screening and some of the framing
must be replaced. The blacksmith and carpenters' shops had been "blown
out of plumb by storms.” The crew straightened them by use of wire
cables secured to deadmen and turnbuckles, after which they would be

braced.

The station continued to be supplied by good quality water
from its 700-foot artesian well. For fire protection water from the well
was pumped by a Fairbanks-Merse engine into a 12,000-galion tank
standing on a 65-foot tower. From the tank water was distributed by

gravity to 12 hydr*ants.9

Funds were accordingly made available by the Public
Health Service and, in September, station personnel repaired the wharf,

walkways, medical officer's quarters, and pharmacist's quarters.m

4. R.N. Heath Repairs the Wharf and Builds Bulkhead and

Crew Paints Station

The bulkheading was more than the crew could handle, so

it became necessary to accomplish part of this project by contract in the

9, Orlop to Supervising Architect, March 31, 1930, NA, RG 90, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

10. Sheeley to Surgecon-General, Sept. 23, 1929, NA, RG 90, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

59




autumn of 1931, coincident with replacement of a number of wharf pilings
py the same contractor--R.N. Heath. When he visited Ship Island at that
time, Orlop found all buildings "approaching a good state of repair due to
greater efforts in upkeep work made in recent years by the station
force.? There was much more to be done, however, "to bring the
buildings to a conditiecn when only current repair and preservation needs

will be required."

Especiaily urgent was the need to paint the buildings'
exteriors. As this task was exiensive, it would be expensive if done by
contract. He accordingly urged that the station be provided by the

Service with a gasoline engine and paint-spray apparatus.

This was done in January 1932, and the shingle roofs
spray-painted with a mixture of red iron oxide, raw linseed oii, and pine
tar; and the remainder of the exteriors with a mixture of white lead and
zing in oil, with a pinch of fampblack to break the glare, except for the

trim which was gr‘eeﬁ.11

When he made an inspection on March 24, 13832, Orlop
found the painting and repairs well advanced. The paint spray apparatus
had enabled the crew to perform exterior painting. . . in far better
manner and much faster than could be done by hand, particularly as most
of the buildings had not been painted in . . . years and the wood is

very porous."

All the structures were now in good repair, he reported,
except an old shack called the laundry. This building, said to be about
S0 years oid, was in terrible condition, and might collapse at any minute.

To document its condition and support his recommendation that it be

11. Orlop to Supervising Architect, Nov. 17, 1931, and Jan. 30, 1932,
NA, RG 80, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.
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demolished, Orlop photographed the structure and forwarded a copy of

the print to the Department.12

5. Demolishing the Laundry

The Surgeon-General's Office concurred in the

recommendation, and the laundry was razed.13

6. Dredging a Boat Basin and Channel
_ Orlop was back on Ship !sland on October 2, 1932, and
discovered that, since his April visit, the crew had expanded the
tandward wings of the buikhead. The area between the buikhead and
medical officer's quarters had been filled and shrubs planted. The
wharf, a number of pilings of which had been replaced in October 1931
by contract, was again in good condition, but would continue to be a
problem because of the teredoes in the waters of Mississippi Sound. On
the whole, pilings treated with 16 pounds of creosote per cubic feet of

lumber would survive for years.

Another problem had developed, however. The building
up of a shoal, which had been going on for years, had now reached a
point where the approach to the wharf was so shallow that it was a
problem, even at high tide, to bring the station's two light-draft craft
alongside. in heavy seas this was particularly dangerous. Oriop
therefore recommended that estimates be secured from the War Department
of Ithe cost of deepening the boat-basin to a depth of between 7 and 9
feet at mean low water and dredging a 50-foot approach channel of a
similar depth from present deepwater to the boat anchorage and boathouse

I:-xnding.‘M

12. Orlop to Supervising Architect, April 16, 1932, NA, RG 90, General
Ciassified Records, Domestic Stations.

13. Carmelia to Supervising Architect, April 21, 1832, NA, RG 90,
General Ciassified Records, Domestic Stations,

14. Orlop to Supervising Architect, Jan. 15, 1833, NA, RG 90, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations. To document the need for
dredging, Oriop attached to his report photographs and a plat of the
wharf and its approaches,




Acting on Orlop's suggestion, the Surgeon General's Office
secured an estimate of dredging costs from the War Department. The
study was made by the Corps of Engineers, and, on May 11, 1933,
Secretary of War George H. Dern informed the Surgeon General that the
cost of dredging a 80-foot channel and boat anchorage with a 9~foot depth

at mean fow water would be $3,250.

This figure was within the Public Heaith Service's budget,
and, on May 25, Secretary of the Treasury Wiillam H, Wooden signed a
letter transferring the necessary funds to the War Department. Corps of
Engineer personnel and equipmeﬁt reached Ship lIstand in mid-June, and

in five days accomplished the requisite dr“edging.‘I5

E_. Station as a Summer Resort
1. Its Physical Condition in September 1937

Senior Surgeon D.J. Prather made an inspection of the

_station in the first week of September 1937, He found the:

Pharmacist's quarters in good condition, requiring only minor

repairs to the roof, replacement of window and door screens, and

painting.

Executive Building, though in good condition, it required minor

repairs to' plumbing, new window and door screens, minor roof

repairs, and reconstruction of one brick flue,

Attendant's quarters were in fair condition, requiring minor

repairs to roof and plumbing, and replacement of door and window

screens.

Hospital was in very poor condition. To make it habitable for
the purpose intended required repair of the roof; replacement of

15. Carmelia to Supervising Architect, March 29, 1933, and Williams to
Medical Officer in Charge, Guif Quarantine, June 7, 1933, NA, RG 99,
General Classified Records, Domestic Stations. o
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door and window screens and most of gas and water piping; painting
inside and out; rebuilding of gangway; reinstallation and repair of

plumbing fixtures; and refurnishing.

Paint Shop, Pumphouse, Lighting Plant House, Blacksmith Shop,

Lumber Shed, and Boathouse--these structures were in fair

condition, rquiring only exterior painting and minor repairs.

Condemned Property Room--the feundations should be replaced

with creosocted wood bioccks.

Medical Officer's Quarters, though in good structural condition,

it needed to be painted inside and out; minor repairs to shingle

roof; renewal of door to back hallway; first and second floor porches
should be extended from the west elevation to enclose the south
elevation; front and back entrances should be provided with small
screened in vestibules; and a small bathroom with shower should be

installed on the second- floor.

wharf--though in fair condition some pilings and railings should

be replaced.

Lighting--A Kohler electric plant had been delivered to the
station, but the caretaker needed assistance in installing tights and
fixtures in the medical officer's and pharmacist's quarters, the

executive building, and the exterior Iights.16

2. Rehabilitating the Station as a Resort
The Public Health Service determined to assign George

Beasley, former engineer at the Portland, Maine, Quarantine Station to
Ship island to oversee necessary repairs and improvements,

Consequently, Surgecn Prather returned to the island on January g,

16. Prather to Surgeon General, Sept. 15, 1937, NA, RG 90, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations.
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1938, to make arrangements for quarters, etc. He found only two
unoccupied buildings suitable for housing--the attendant’s quarters and
the executive building--but both would require minor repairs. In
addition, the former would have to be provided with some provision for
lighting and several coal oil stoves if it were to be occupied; and the
latter, since it had never been used as housing, would have to have a

bath installed, as well as heating facilities and screening.

In either case, Surgeon Prather forecast problems, because
Station Engineer Beasley, although the senior, would have tess desirable
quarters than Attendant-Keeper William Frantzen, who was housed in the

pharmacist’s quarters.

fn view of the Service's decision to rehabilitate the medical
officer's quarters as a summer vacation resort for its senior staff,
Surgeon Prather noted that arrangements for laundering linens, bedding,
etc., could be made by contract with a Guifport firm, Accommodations
for family servants were available in the small room on the ground floor

of the medical officer's quarters, which had an outside entrance.w

The problem involving housing was solved by assignhing
Beasley to the pharmacist's quarters and sprucing up the attendant's
quarters for Frantzen. Rehabilitation of the rﬁedica! officer's guarters as
a vacation resort' and other necessary station repairs were undertaken in
May and June. A June 6 lightning storm added to the cost of the project,
when a bolt struck the chimney of the medical officer's quarters,
"splitting it from top to bottom." The chimney had to be rebuiift at an
additional cost of $80.20 for mater‘ials.l8

17. Prather to Spencer, Jan. 11, 1938, NA, RG 90, General Classified
Records, Domestic Stations. Surg. C.B. Spencer was a senior Public
Health Service official in the Washington Office.

18. Prather to Surgeon General, June 8, 1938; Wiiliams to Supervising

Engineer, June 11, 1938; and Prather to Spencer, June 26, 1338, NA,
RG 80, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.
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3. Defending the Policy
From the summer of 1938 through 1941, the medical
officer's quarters was made available to officers and nurses of the Public
Health Service and VIPs desirous of spending vacations on the island.
Among the ViPs taking advantage of this policy, either for themselves or

their friends, were Senator Pat Harrison and Representative William

Colmer of Mississippi.19

This led tc a compiaint by a man signing his name as
John Q. Citizen." He protested that for several years Public Health
Service employees from New Orleans and Mobile hospitals had been
spending their vacations on Ship island. "They come to Gulfport, use
Government boats to go and come, chase all over the Guif fishing in
Government boats on Government gas and we the taxpayers of Mississippi,

help pay the bill."20

Dr. E.M. Townsend, officer in charge of the Mobile
Quarantine Station, replied to "John Q. Citizen.” He held that use of
two sets of quarters for wvacation purposes was desirablie and that this
privilege had not been abused. The quarters were seldom employed for
this purpose, except during the four or five summer months. it had
been the practice to assign the quarters te the officers, interns, and
cccasionally to some of the nurses from the Mobile and New Orlesns
hospitals desirous of spending a weekend on the island. Employees
assigned to the station had been repeatedly cautioned regarding use of
the vessels unnecessarily and to arrange the boat schedules to and from

Guifport in such a manner as to eliminate superflous trips.

19. Williams to Carnes, Abr‘il 30, 1938; Wwilliams to Harrison, June 3,
1938; Williams to Mills, June 21, 1939; King to Colmer, Aug. 6, 1941, NA,
RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

20. "John Q. (itizen" to Surgeon General, May 1, 1941, NA, RG 90,
General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

65




Most of the fishing, Dr. Townsend explained, was done

from the station pier or small bc:,ats.21

F. Joe Graham Post Fails to Get the Station
[n late summer and early autumn of 1933, the' Joe Graham
American Legion Post of Gulfport, which had acquired by act of Congress
title to the Ship island Military Reservation and Fort Massachusetts,
acting through Mississippi Senator Pat Harrison, sought to gain

possession of the quarantine statien. Surgeon General H.S. Cumming
resisted this grab. In his tetter to Senator Harrison, Surgeon General
Cumming pointed out that the Guif Quarantine was the Service's only
station capable of serving the State of ‘Mississippi. Although maintained
since 1916 in a reserve status, it was ready for use in an emergency.
"Even temporary occupancy for other purpose," he reminded the senator,
wouid militate against instant availability and use of the station for the

purposes for which it was established by the Congress.22

The Ilegion chose to press the issue. When the Surgeon
General's Office next responded to Senator Harrison, it was pointed out
that the island was uninhabited, except for the lighthouse keeper and
three custodiat pecple living at the quarantine station. During the
summer people occasionally came over from the mainland and established
vacation camps. But their stay was generally brief, because Ship Island
was infested with mosquitoes and except at the station, the only sources
of water on the island were catchment basins. In addition, certain parts

of the island were heavily populated by r‘att[esnakes.z3

21. Townsend to Surgeon General, May 11, 1941, NA, RG 90, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

22. Harrison to Cumming, Sept. 18, 1933, and Cumming to Harrison,
Sept. 21, 1933, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic
Stations.

23. Pierce to Harrison, Nov. 14, 1933, NA, RG 90, General Classified
Records, Domestic Stations.
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G. Public Health Service Opposes Inclusion of Reservation in

Proposed Ship Island National Monument

As a result of the National Survey of National Parks, Historic
Sites, Building, and Monuments, Acting Secretary of the Interior Oscar
L. Chapman wrote Secretary of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau,
announcing that the National Park Service was interested in establishing a
national monument on Ship Island. The island, Chapman informed

Morgenthau, possesses ''considerable histerical significance," spanning a

time frame from the French colonization of Louisiana through the Civil
War. Before preparing an executive proclamation establishing the Ship
Island National Monument, Chapman wished to know whether any part of
the island inciuded in the quarantine reservation was necessary for Public
Health purposes, "and, if not, whether there is any objection to the
transfer of jurisdiction to this Department for national monument

purposes. n24

On June 16, 1938, after a thorough investigation, the Public
Health Service concluded that it would be in the interest of safeguarding
the public health to retain for the present all the station buildings and a

reasonable buffer of about 35 acres.25

Some two and a half years later, the Department of the Interior
again broached the proposal to designate Ship Island as a national
monument. Relaying this information to Paul V. McNutt, whose Federal
Security Agency was now responsible for the Public Health Service,
Assistant Secretary Chapman noted that President Franklin D. Roosevelt

favored the proposal.

Because the station was not being wused for quarantine

purposes, Chapman suggested that it be transferred to the Department of

24. Chapman to Secretary of the Treasury, Jan. 13, 1938, NA, RG 90,
General Classified Records, Domestic Stations,

25. Gibbons to Secretary of the Interior, June 16, 1938, NA, RG 90,

General Classified Records, Domestic Stations. Stephen B. Gibbons was
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.
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the !Interior so the entire island could be administered as part of the
proposed national monument. This was especially desirable, because
preliminary plans called for "development of public accommodations on the
[wooded] eastern end of the istand in the vicinity of the quarantine

station. u28

After touching base with senior officiais of the Public Health
Service, Administrator McNutt informed Secretary of the Interior Harold
L. Ickes that, in the mid-13930s, a number of guarantine stations had
been abandoned and transferred to other governmental agencies. At that
time the advisability of abandoning Ship Island had been carefuily
reviewed. But it had been conciuded that as long as "a threat of yeliow
fever returning" to the Caribbean remained, it would be unwise for the
Public Health Service to abandon all its isolated quarantine stations. With
the rapid increase in commercial air travel from South America, it was
probably only a "matter of time until infection will be introduced from
that source into some infectable area.® Thus airplane traffic might give

rise to a yellow fever quarantine problem.

Consequently, it was deemed advisable that the Public Health
Service retain its facilities on Ship lIsland. Moreover, nc one could

foresee the course World War il might take'.z.?

The involvement of the United States in the shooting war
frustrated Department of the Interior plans for early establishment of a

Ship Island National Memorial.

26, Chapman to McNutt, Jan. 17, 1841, NA, RG 90, Generat Classified
Records, Domestic Stations,

27. Wiliams to Guthrie, Jan. 28, 1841; and McNutt to ickes, Feb. 5,
1941, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations. C.L.
williams was Director, District 4, Public Health Service, and M.C. Guthrie
was the Assistant Surgeon General.
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H. Military Secures a Special Use Permit

1. Coast Guard Takes Charge
On June 18, 1942, six months after the attack on Pearl
Harbor catapulted the LUnited States into World War I, the War
Department approached the Surgeon General with a request that the
Public Health Service permit Air Corps personnel stationed at Biloxi's
Keesler Field to have access to the Ship Island station for recreational

purpeoses. Because of local conditions on the Mississippi Gulf Coast,

there were few available swimming beaches. If permission were granted,
the War Department proposed to implement a ferry service and install a

post exchange and certain sanitary facilities.28

After studying the situation, Surgeon General Thomas
Parran and his staff concluded that there was no objection to granting
the War Department a temporary permit for use of the quarantine station
aﬁ a8 recreation center for the duration of the national emergency. Upon
the end of hostilities, the property would revert to the Public Health

Service, along with all equipment and supplies.

Before the transfer was effected, however, appropriate
arrangements would have to be made by the Service for reassignment of

personnel billeted at the Gulf Quararﬁ:ine.29

But, before any papers were signed, United States Coast
Guard authorities at Mobile approached E.M. Townsend, medical officer in
charge of the Mobile Quarantine, and requested that the guard be allowed
use of the station for "maintaining patro! duty on the guif side"

28. QO'Brien to Surgeon General, June 18, 1942, and July 28, 1942, NA,
RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations. Col. John J.
Q'Brien was chief of the Corps of Engineers' real estate division,

29. Parran to Commissioner, Public Buildings Administration, Parran to
O'Brien, and Guthrie to Medical Officer in Charge, U.S. Quarantine Sta.,
Mobite, Aug. 5, 1942, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic
Stations.
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of the barrier islands. Recent successes scored by German submarines in

carrying the war into the Gulf of Mexico and landing agents on isolated
beaches in Florida and lLong Island had focused Coast Guard interest on
the barrier isliands. In recommending that the Coast Guard be given
precedence over the Army, because their request involved national
defense, Townsend pointed out that there was "a municipal pier and
bathing beach at Gulfport and a new USQO and recreation buiiding with a

large beach at Biloxi."3o

Townsend's immediate superior concurred in the stance
taken, writing the Surgeon General that the facility could "be reasonably
utilized by the Army for recreation purpose only during the summer
months."  Moreover, he had heard "unofficially" that the proposed Ship

Island recreation area would cater principally to Kessler Field o‘fficers.31

Surgeon General Parran accordingly took the position that
the Service had no objection to the Coast Guard's use of the station,
provided the Service "secures withdrawal [of] War Department's request
on basis that defense and patrol stations more vital than use as recreation

center. w32

To hammer out an acceptable compromise there was an
onsite meeting attended by Cmdr. L.C. Mueller of the U.S5, Coast Guard
and Col. William J. Hauton of the Air Corps on September 2. After
examining the buildings and facilities, they agreed: (a) the quarantine
station contained adequate resources to meet the requirements of both the
Army and Coast Guard; (b} the two-story medical officer's quarters and

adjacent grounds

30. Townsend to Surgeon General, Aug. 15, 1942, NA, RG 90, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

31. Williams to Surgeon General, Aug. 13, 1942, NA, RG 90, General
 Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

32. Parran to Commandant, .5, Ceast Guard, and Parran to

Commissioner, Public Buildings Administration, Aug. 18, 1942, NA,
RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.
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was 1o be occupied by the Army for recreationat purposes for the
duration, after which it and its furnishings and equipment were to revert

to the Public Health Service; (c) the remaining buildings and facilities

were to be used by the Coast Guard; and (d) the electric generating
machinery, potabte water supply equipment, wharf, and other operating
facilities were to be "available to both the Army and the Coast Guard on

an equitable basis. w33

Upon receipt of this welcomed news, the Surgecn General
recommended that, in the interest of all concerned, custodial
responsibility be vested in one agency--the U.S. Coast Guard--for the
duration of the present emergency, with the priviso that the guard permit
the War Department to use such station facilities as were mutually

agreeable. 34

On November 18, 1942, the requisite understandings
having been certified by all interested parties, Surgeon Townsend
transferred the Ship Island Quarantine S5tation to the U.5. Coast Guard.
In addition to the agreement pertaining to the assignment of the medical
officer's building to the Army, it was agreed that: (a) the Federal
Public Works Agency would not be involved in any expense for
maintenance or repair of the property; (b) no buildings or improvements
would be removed or relocated without autherity from Federal Public
Works; and (c) when the property was no longer required for the
authorized purposes, it was to be surrendered to the Public Health

Service. 35

33. Chalker to Surgecn General, Aug. 24, 1942, Commandant, USCG to
District CG Officer, Aug. 24, 1842; Memorandum of Agreement, Sept. 2,
1942; Goobrick to Surgeon General, Sept. 5, 1842, NA, RG S0, General
Classified Records, Domestic Stations. L. T. Chalker was Assistant
Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, and Col. Robert E. M. Goobrick was
commanding officer, Keesier Field.

34. Draper to Commissioner, Public Buildings Administration, Sept. 9,
1942, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

35. Fleming t¢ Commandant, Sept. 21, 1842, and Chief Engineer to
Commandant, Sept. 28, 1342, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records,
Domestic Stations. Philip B. Fleming was Administrator, Federal Works
Agency. The Public Health Service's boat, Sandpiper, was also turned
over t¢ the Coast Guard.
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2. Station as a Kessler Fieid Recreation Center
By January 1944, the German U-boat menace was mastered
in the battle of the Atlantic and few, if any, of the Third Reich's
submarines had penetrated the Guif of Mexice since April 1943. The
Coast Guard therefore determined to cut back on its beach patrol
stations. One of those scheduted for early abandonment was the Ship

island station.

‘Learning of the guard's plans, Cof. Robert E. M.
Goolrick, who commanded the Army Air Forces Technical Training
Command at Kessier Field, sought authority to occupy the former
quarantine station as a recreation and swimming center for enlisted
perscnnel from his command. Because of limited gulf coast recreational
facilities and water pollution near the post, there were “no suitable places

available for swimming"” by his enlisted people.

A survey of the quarantine station had Iidentified 12
buildings~-five of which were capable of housing personnel, the remainder
being employed as utility buildings, i.e., workshops, storage sheds, light
generators, storage, battery sheds, and water pumps. One of the five
buildings, the medical officer's quarters, was already occupied by the Air
Corps as a recreation center for officers and their families, and was
managed by the Kessler Field Officers' Ciub. It was proposed to continue
this operation in addition to the proposed expansion of activities. The
remaining four buildings were capable of housing 108 enlisted men,
without double bunking. Utilities were deemed sufficient to support 75 to

100 people at a time without overcrowding.

Under the Army's master plan, mess personnei for the
center would be made available by the Keesler Field mess officer.
Transportation to and from Ship Island would not constitute a problem,
because the officers' club was aiready operating a 60-passenger boat on a
daily schedule between the mainland and the station.

36. Leslie to Commandant, Jan. 4, 1944, & Goolrick to Surgeon General,
Jan. 11, 1844, NA, RG 80, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.
{Continued)
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1t was May 15 before the Coast Guard finally withdrew its
personnel manning the beach patrol sta'cin:m.g]T Upon being apprised of
this, the War Department moved to implement Colonel Goolrick's propesal.
Oon June 19, 1944, Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson wrote the
Commissioner, Public Buildings Administration, requesting that his
department be given a permit "to use the 120 acres of the Ship Island
Quarantine Station and the improvements thereon as a recreation area for

Kessler Field personnel for so long as the military necessity exists.“38

The Public Health Service was agreeable, and, on July 7,
Commissioner of Public Buildings W.E. Reynolds issued to the War
Department a permit to use as a recreational facility for Kessler Field, the
Ship Island Quarantine Station and the buildings thereon. This permit
was subject to the same restrictions as the one issued by the
Administrater, Federal Works Agency, to the U.S. Coast Guard on
November 18, 1942.39

l. Military Returns Station to Public Health Service
In the spring of 1845, soon after V-E Day, Kessler Field
authorities determined to phase out the Ship lIsland recreation facility,
and the quarantine station was returned by the War Department to the
Public Health Service.40 During Fiscal Year 1946, the structures were

rehabilitated, preparatory to reopening the station.‘”

36. (Continued) For details on the Coast Guard beach patrols the reader
is referred to The United States Coast Guard at War: Beach Patrols
{wWashington, 1945), Vol. XV, pp. 87-95.

37. Mueller to Medical Officer in Charge, Marine Hospital, Mobile,
May 13, 1944, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

38. Stimson to Reynolds, June 19, 1944, NA, RG 90, General Classified
Records, Domestic Stations.

39. Bodet to Negus, June 27, 1944, and Reynolds to Secretary of War,
July 7, 1944, NA, RG 90, General Classified Records, Domestic Stations.

40. Annual Report of the Federal Security Agency for Fiscal Year 1945,
for U.S. Public Health Service (Washington, 1945), p. 74.

41. Annual Report of the Federal Security Agency for Fiscal Year 1946,
for U.S. Public Heaith Service (Washington, 1946), p. . 319
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J. September 1847 Hurricane
Six people (Mr. and Mrs. Herman Williams of Gulfport, Mr. and
Mrs. George M. Beaseley of Mobile, and Mr. and Mrs. D. McCarter,
address unknown) were at the quarantine station, when  the
September 18-19, 1947, hurricane ravaged the area. The three couples
had plenty of food, freshwater, and clothing, and weathered the storm
without Il effects, The station buildings, however, took a terrible

battering, ten of the thirteen suffering fearful damage.

The three couples were evacuated on Monday, the 22d, by the

crew of Venturer and landed in Gul‘fport.42

K. Military Again Uses Station as Recreation Area
On April 22, 1955, the Public Health Service Reservation was
transferred, along with all improvements thereon, to the Department of
Defense by the General Services Administration. The reservation and

facilities would be made available to Kessler Air Force Base personnel for
recreation, as they had been under the World War Il special use permit
from 1944-1945,

The Ship Island recreational facilities were popular with the
military. Water and air temperatures were favorabie for bathing from
April 1 through mid-October, while fishing was excellent, except for

January and February, when the weather was chilly and rainy. .

By the end of the summer of 1956, the facilities were receiving
such heavy use that the assistant wing commander submitted a proposal
for their expansion. The plan was dependent upon authorization of
personnel to operate the recreation center and funds for its enlargement.
At the time Kessler was experiencing "extreme difficulty in manning
the . . . facility as no personnel are authorized for this operation.* A

42. Gulfport Daily Herald, Sept. 23, 1947.
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second factor was the allocation and retention of boats to ferry personnel

to and from Ship Isiand.43

Kessler Air Force Base personnel continued to use the facilities
at the former quarantine station until about 1960, when their use was
abandoned. The reason for this action was an economy move, calling for
employment of personnel and equipment employed in shuttling people to

and from the mainland to the island for other missions.

43. Campbell to Cdr., Technical Training Air Force, Sept. 7, 1956, Ship
Island Reservation Planning Folder, Kessler Air Force Base, Recreation
Office. George D. Campbell was Deputy Commander, 3380th Technical
Training Wing. '

44. Telephone interviews, De Coux and Singleton with Bearss, July 30,

1980. George De Coux is Recreation Director at Kessler Air Force Base
and H.R. Singleton was formerly Grant Administration Officer at Kessler.
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08

| U.S5. Quarantine Station, Ship Island, Mississippi. (View 1) 1895.
' The yellow fever hospital is in the foreground. Courtesy Library of

i Congress.
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FLATE 11

28

Fumigating Steamer Welch and Disinfecting Barge Zamora, U.S.
Quarantine Station, Ship island, Mississippi. (view 2) 1895.
Courtesy Library of Congress.






PLATE HI

Medical Officer's Quarters, U.5. Quarantine Station, Ship Island,
Mississippi. {View 3) 1885. Courtesy Library of Congress.
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PLATE IV

Executive Buitding, U.S5. Quarantine Station, Ship isiand, Mississippi.
{view 4) 1895. The two structures in the foreground were used as
storehouses. Note the 80-foot flagstaff and the shore end of Lhe
900-foot wharf. Courtesy Library of Congress.
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PLATE V

Yellow Fever Hospital, Completed in Fiscal Year 1896, U.S5. Quarantine

Station, Ship Island, Mississippi. (View 5) 1895, Courtesy Library of
Congress
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PLATE VI

The Quarantine Station, «circa 1954-1955. The building in the

foreground, dating to the Gulf Coast Quarantine,

was now being used

by persocnnel from Kessler Air Force Base. Courtesy Gulf Islands

National Seashore.
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As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the
Interior has basic responsibilities to protect and conserve cur land and
water, energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation
areas, and to ensure the wise use of all these resources. The
department alsc has major responsibility for American Indian reservation
o __communities__and_ for peopie_who jive in island territcries under U.5.

administration.

Publication Services were provided by the graphics staff of the Denver
Service Center. NPS D-45
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