
WHAT TO SEE AND DO 

Until development is completed, public-use facili
ties and staffing at this new national park are 
extremely l imited. People visiting the back country 
should be prepared to "rough it." 

McKittrick Canyon, noted for both its scenery and 
scientific importance, is open for day-use foot 
travel. A stream surfaces and disappears at var
ious places along the canyon bottom. Rare and 
interesting plant communities are on the f loor 
and lower slopes of the canyon. The canyon walls 
reveal segments of Capitan Reef and fore-reef and 
back-reef marine deposits. In autumn, the colors 
of the foliage are outstanding. While hiking in the 
canyon, please stay on the trai l . 

Camping and backpacking. Camping is l imited to 
the primit ive drive-in campground in Pine Spring 
Canyon and designated back-country sites. 

Wood fires are not allowed in the back country, 
but containerized fuel stoves are permitted. The 
small, primit ive campground at Pine Spring Can
yon has tables, trash cans, and pit toilets. Water 
can be carried f rom the information station. The 
campground turnoff is 1.6 kilometers (1 mile) 
southwest of Frijole Information Station (see map). 

The park offers some fine opportunit ies to back
pack in deserts and forests. However, water is not 
available and trails are faint. Before venturing into 
the park's interior, backpackers must make thor
ough preparations and check in at the information 
station to obtain campsite locations and to register 
destination and time of departure. They also should 
check in upon their return. 

Hiking. The park contains 101 kilometers (63 miles) 
of rugged mountain trails. Most are in poor condi
t ion and some routes are ill-defined. For safety, 
hikers should check in at the information station 
and have a good topographic map of the high coun
try. Maps may be purchased at the information 
station. Good boots and adequate water supplies 
are essential. 

Horseback riding. The low-desert areas of the park 
lend themselves to horse travel, but the mountain 
trails are steep and rough. Horses are not per
mitted in McKit tr ick Canyon 

Sightseeing by car. U.S. 62-180 passes through the 
park, offering spectacular views of El Capitan, 
Guadalupe Peak and the eastern and western es
carpments. Scenic, historic Guadalupe Pass has 
picnic areas provided by the State of Texas. The 
National Park Service Frijole Information Station 
1.6 kilometers (1 mile) east of Pine Springs is open 
daily. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Overnight accommodations and food service fa
cilities are available at cities some distance from 
the park: Carlsbad, N.M. (89 ki lometers/55 miles); 
El Paso, Tex. (177 ki lometers/110 miles); White's 
City, N.M. (55 ki lometers/34 miles); Dell City, Tex. 
(71 ki lometers/44 miles); and Van Horn, Tex. (105 
kilometers/65 miles). 
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ADMINISTRATION 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park is administered by the 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. A 
superintendent, whose address is 322S National Parks High
way, Carlsbad, NM 88220, is in immediate charge. 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the Depart
ment of the Interior has responsibility for most of our na
tionally owned public lands and natural resources. This 
includes fostering the wisest use of our land and water 
resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the 
environmental and cultural values of our national parks and 
historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreation. The Department assesses our 
energy and mineral resources and works to assure that their 
development is in the best interests of all our people. The 
Department also has a major responsibility for American 
Indian reservation communities and for people who live in 
Island Territories under U.S. administration. 
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