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To Our Visitors:

Welcome to Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe
Mountains National Parks! Park employees are ready to
assist you in any way they can to make your visit more
enjoyable and meaningful.

Some exciting things are happening in both parks. A
new visitor center and operational headquarters is under
construction near Pine Springs in Guadalupe Mountains
National Park and will be completed in the fall of 1989
and will be open in the fall of 1990. This new facility will
contain exhibits about the park, a theater for audiovisual
programs, displays of interpretive literature about the
park, and employee offices. At Carlsbad Caverns
National Park, ongoing exploration has pushed the
known length and depth of one of the park wilderness
backcountry caves past that of the main developed
cavern. This cave, known as Lechuguilla Cave, has
attracted the interest of geologists, speleologists, and
other scientists from around the world. An exhibit about
this cave and its outstanding scenic and scientific values
is on display in the visitor center. A short geology film is
also nearing completion.

Your interest in, and support of, the national parks is
appreciated. We hope you have an enjoyable and
rewarding visit and that you will return often.

Bob Crisman, Acting Superintendent
Carlsbad Caverns National Park
Karen P. Wade, Superintendent
Guadalupe Mountains National Park
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Parque Nacional de las
Cavernas de Carlsbad

Uno de los sistemas de cavernas mas
extenso y espactacular en todo el mundo se
encuentra en el Parque Nacional de las
Cavernas de Carlsbad. Hay méas de 70 cuevas
en el parque y se abren al piblico dos de
éstas, la Caverna de Carlsbad y la Cueva
Nueva. El centro para visitantes, cerca de la
entrada a la caverna, tiene g
exhibiciones, bafios, un restaurante, una tienda
de regalos, una guarderia de niiios, y un lugar
para animales domésticos.

El recorrido completo por la entrada natural
es de 5 Kilometros, y el paseo corto, con
entrada por elevador, es de 2 Kilometros. Los
dos recorridos regresan a la superficie por
elevador. Las excursiones son continuas y se

puede entrar a la caverna a cualquier hora
durante las horas indicadas. Los derechos de
admisién son cuatro délares por adulto y dos
délares por nifio de 6-15 afios de edad.

Con cincuenta centavos se puede aquilar un
radio-receptor que proporciona a cada persona
informacion sobre la cueva en espaiiol o en
inglés.

Recorridos guiados por linterna en la Cueva
Nueva pueden ser solicitados por reservaciéon
Gnicamente.

Durante el verano visitantes pueden gozar
del vuelo de los murciélagos cerca de la
entrada natural de la caverna a la puesta del
sol.

No deje de usar calzado propio!
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The Christmas Tree, New Cave.

Children’s Nursery Available

Since the long walk through Carlsbad Cavern is
usually quite tiring for small children, and also for
parents if they carry the chiidren, a nursery is provided
at the visitor center by the park concessioner. Baby
strollers are not permitted on the narrow cave trails
because of safety considerations. The nursery is well
equipped, staffed with trained personnel, and
government approved. The charge is $5.00 per child for
four hours.

Pets

Don’t leave pets in your vehicle. Even with windows
down the temperature in your car can easily become
unbearable and fatal for your pet.

Air-conditioned, clean kennels are available at
the visitor center. Inquire at the gift shop. The
charge is $2.50 for four hours.

Crime Pays (unless you help)

Vehicles, especially motorhomes and RVs, are
frequently the target of thieves in national parks and
national forests. In order to reduce the risk of your
visit being marred by an unfortunate incident, we
suggest that you follow these simple steps.

DO

— take valuables with you, or lock them in the trunk if
you must leave them in the vehicle.

— install locking devices which are difficult to break
into.

— use coin operated lockers in the Carisbad Caverns
visitor center.

DON’'T

— leave vehicle doors unlocked or windows open.

— leave valuables (cameras, traveler's checks, purses,
etc.) in sight.

— attempt to hide valuables under towels and
blankets, under a seat, or in a glovebox.

Motorhome owners can often protect themselves by
simply changing the locks on their vehicle doors.
Some standard locks on these vehicles are easily
picked and many thieves have “master” keys to the
common motorhome door locks.

Finally, if you are a victim of a theft, or you observe
someone tampering with a vehicle, call a park ranger.

At Carlsbad Caverns - 505/785-2232.

At Guadalupe Mountains - 915/828-3251.

Or Eddy County Sheriff - 505/887-7551.

Bus Service From
White’s City, New Mexico

Bus service is provided between Carlsbad Caverns
National Park and White's City by Sun Country Tours.
Buses leave from the gift shop at White’s City and
from the caverns visitor center. Purchase tickets at
White'’s City gift shop. PHONE 505/785-2291

Backcountry Hiking In
Carlsbad Caverns National Park

More than 50 miles of trails provide access to the
46,000 acres of scenic desert, canyon, and mountain
wilderness of Carilsbad Caverns National Park, a place
best known for its outstafiding caves. Ask for a guide
to park backcountry trails at the visitor center
information desk.

Topographic maps are recommended for anyone
considering a backcountry hike and free backcountry
permits are required for all overnight use. You may
obtain your permit at the park visitor center. Carry
plenty of water as there are no dependable water
sources in the backcountry. Pets and weapons
are not permitted in the backcountry.

The Big Room, Carisbad Cavern.
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Gypsum Trail
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Living Desert
State Park

A Glimpse of life in the
Chihuahuan Desert

Visitors who come to southeastern New Mexico to
visit Carlsbad Caverns are often surprised to find
another unusual attraction, the Living Desert State
Park. Here, atop the Ocotillo Hills just northwest of
the city of Carlsbad, is an assemblage of plants and
animals of the Chihuahuan Desert. The Chihuahuan
Desert, one of four large deserts on the North
American continent, extends north from Mexico into
southwest Texas and southeast New Mexico. Each of
the world’s deserts is different, but few are as barren
and lifeless as most people believe. The Chihuahuan
Desert is rich in animal and plant life and the Living
Desert State Park provides visitors an opportunity to
experience the variety and life of this desert.

Paths lead through sand dunes, desert uplands and
gypsum soils with outdoor exhibits of native plants
and animals. An arroyo area is home to a family of
javelinas, and provides the visitor with a close-up look
at these animals. An underground exhibit is home for
many creatures of the night, such as ringtails and
kangaroo rats, which are rarely seen in the wild
because of their nocturnal habits. A wolf-bear exhibit
provides plenty of room for the park’s black bear and
rare Mexican wolves. Yucca, sotol, agave, prickly pear,
and acacia are a few of the many plants exhibited for
your enjoyment. An indoor exhibit of succulents of the
world contains an extensive collection of exotic cacti
and succulents from Mexico, Bolivia, Madagascar, and
South Africa.

For many people, the zoo is the most interesting
part of the Living Desert. It houses over 50 species of
animals. Most of these are native to the Chihuahuan
Desert region, and all are native to North America. The
park provides an opportunity for visitors to see many
elusive creatures which are difficult to see in the wild.

The Living Desert State Park’s zoo is not a zoo in
the traditional sense. Animals are not intentionally
trapped for display in the park. They are in the park
because they could no longer survive in the wild. Many
of the animals were originally brought to the park for
care because they were sick or injured. Those which
have recovered enough to survive on their own in the
wild have been released. Others may appear healthy
but are unable to survive in the wild and have been
kept.

While most zoos attempt to exhibit a wide range of
“‘exotic”” animals from all over the world, the Living
Desert State Park limits its collection primarily to
those animals found in the Chihuahuan Desert region.
Many rare and unusual creatures are found in this
region; in fact, some are found on no other continent
in the world.

The purpose of the Living Desert State Park is to
preserve a representation of the Chihuahuan Desert
and to provide an entertaining and educational
experience for visitors of all ages.

Open Daily, Year Round

Hours:
Labor Day thru May 14
9.00 am - 5:00 pm
Last Tour - 4:00 pm
May 15 thru Labor Day
8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Last Tour - 7:00 pm
Admission:
$3.00 per person; six and under free.
Adult groups, half price; youth groups, $.50.
Telephone: 505/887-5516
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Parque Zoologico y
Botanico del Estado

Una parte del Desierto Chihuahuense se ha
conservado como un parque del estado cerca
de Carlsbad, Nuevo México. Veredas los
conduce por las arenas y el desierto con
exhibiciones al aire libre de plantas y animales
nativos. La yuca, el sotol, el agave, cactos, y
las acacia son unas de las cuantas plantas que
se presentan al publico. Se ven a cerca
animales como jabalinas, osos, lobos
mexicanos, alces, ciervos, bifalos, aguilas,
gavilanes, culebras, y lagartijos. Hay otras
exhibiciones, una tienda de regalos, y bafos en
el centro para visitantes. Los derechos de
admision son dos dolares por persona.

Photos by Diane Drobka
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Lincoln National

Forest

Guadalupe Ranger District

The Guadalupe Ranger District of the Lincoln
National Forest encompasses 285,000 acres, and
extends from the New Mexico-Texas state line in a
northwesterly direction for 41 miles. The Guadalupe
District is bordered on the south by Guadalupe
Mountains National Park and partially on the southeast
by Carisbad Caverns National Park.

In 1907, President Theodore Roosevelt issued a
proclamation reserving certain lands in the Territory of
New Mexico from settlement or entry, and set them
apart as a public reservation for the use and benefit of
the people. A part of this reservation became the
Guacalupe National Forest and later the Guadalupe
District of the Lincoln National Forest.

Elevations on the Guadalupe District range from
3,500 to 7,600 feet. Due to this wide range, a large
variety of plant and animal life exists. In the lower
elevations, vegetation typical of the Chihuahuan
Desert may be found, with common plants being
creosote bush, lechuguilla, mescal agave, yucca, and
sotol.

The areas with elevations from 5,000 feet to 6,500
feet are characterized by pinyon-juniper vegetation.
Elevations above 6,500 feet contain ponderosa pine
and alligator juniper vegetation. Within the canyons,
bigtooth maple, wainut, and Texas madrone may be
found.

The forest is managed under the multiple use-
sustained yield concept. The major resources are
wood, water, wildlife, forage, and recreation. Multiple
use means that resources management is coordinated
so that the land produces a combination of values that
best serve the public. Sustained yield means that
resources are managed so as to provide services and
products at a level as high as can be sustained
without harming the land’s ability to produce.

Recreation

The Guadalupe District offers a wide variety of
recreational activities. These include hiking, caving,
camping, picnicking, horseback riding, hunting, and
sightseeing. Two major attractions readily accessibie
to visitors are Sitting Bull Falls Picnic Area and Five
Points Vista along FR-540.

Primitive camping is allowed throughout the District.
Open roads and trails are signed for the convenience
of the public. Please keep vehicles on designated open
roads and respect private landowners’ rights within the
forest boundary.

Guadalupe District recreation maps are available for
$1.00 each from the Forest Service, Federal Building,
Room 159, Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220.

Wood

Of the many species of trees found on the
Guadalupe Ranger District, only one, ponderosa pine,
is considered of commercial value. Due to the distance
from any active sawmill and the low volume of this
species growing in the district, it is not harvested for
lumber.

The predominant tree species on the district are
pinyon pine, one-seed juniper, and alligator juniper.
Whiie these are not commercial species, they make
excellent firewood, for which there is a great demand.
Permits are required for cutting firewood and can be
obtained at the Forest Service office or by calling
505/885-4181.

Water

The Guadalupe District was set aside as a Forest
Reserve in 1907 for the protection of the watershed of
the lower Pecos River valley. The quality of the
watershed in the Guadalupes has been protected by
maintaining an adequate soil cover of native grasses
and limiting cattle and sheep grazing to numbers that
will maintain this grass cover. This action has reduced
erosion, rapid runoff, and downstream flooding.

Sitting Bull Falls, Lincoin National Forest.

Wildlife

The Guadalupes have a diversity of wildlife species.
Browse vegetation of the mountains offers some of
the finest deer habitat in New Mexico and the area is
one of the most preferred hunting areas in the state.
Other animals in the Guadalupes include elk, turkey,
mountain lion, and bear.

The New Mexico Department of Game and Fish has
jurisdiction over the animal populations, and the U.S.
Forest Service is charged with maintaining a healthy
habitat for these animals. Monitoring animal
populations, habitat improvement, and management
strategies are cooperative efforts of the two agencies.

Range

The Guadalupe Ranger District is divided into 18
grazing allotments. Local ranchers use these
allotments for grazing cattle, sheep, and horses.
Approximately 3,700 cattle, 1,700 sheep, and 60 horses
are grazed year round on the District. Grazing use is
closely monitored and regulated to provide adequate
watershed protection and maintain quality and
diversity of wildlife habitat.

Looking east from the Golden Staircase,
Lincoln National Forest
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Carlsbad Cavern HoOUrs  iaoorbay- memorial Day - Horario De La Caverna De scpiembre-  sunio-
Memorial Day Labor Day : Mayo Agosto
Mountain Time (Subject to Change) Carlsbad Tiempo de Montana (Sujeto a Cambio)
Visitor Center Opens 8:00 a.m. 8:00 a.m. El Centro para Visitantes se abre 0800 0800
First Blue Tour 8:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. Primer Paseo Azul 0830 0830
First Red Tour 8:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. Primer Paseo Rojo 0830 0830
Last Walk-In Trip—Natural Entrance—Blue Tour 2:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m. Ultimo Paseo Azul 1400 1530
Last Big Room Trip—Red Tour 3:30 p.m. 5:00 p.m. Ultimo Paseo Rojo 1530 1700
Last Elevator from Cave to Surface 5:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Ultimo Elevador a la Superficie 1700 1830
Visitor Center Closes 5:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. El Centro para Visitantes se Cierra 1730 1900

Trips are continuous and visitors may enter the cave anytime during hours listed.
Summer hours may change. Contact the park for current schedules.

Escursiones son continuas y se puede entrar a la cueva durante las horas indicadas.
Horario del verano puede cambiar. Liame el parque.

Lincoln National Forest

Guadalupe Mountains National Park

Guadalupe Ranger District
Federal Building, Room 159

Living Desert State Park
P. O. Box 100
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220

Carlsbad Caverns National Park
For More 3225 National Parks Highway HC 60, Box 400
Inf Ormatlon Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220 Salt .Flal, Texas 79847-9400

Recorded 24-Hr. Info. 505/785-2107

915/828-3251

Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220

505/885-4181 505/887-5516



