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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Frijole Ranch is comprised of 7 structures: the main ranch house,
a spring house, a guest or bunk house, a double toilet, a structure
that was used at one time as a schoolhouse, a storage shed, and a barn.
The grounds immediately surrounding the ranch house are enclosed by a
rubble stone masonry wall. All of the structures are located within
or are contiguous to this fence.

The ranch house is a 1 % story dwelling with walls of ashlar stone
masonry and a gabled roof covered with wood shakes. The roof was
restored to its present (and historic) appearance in 1976. The front
portion of the structure, the present .dining and living rooms, was
originally constructed arqund, 1876 by a family named Rader. . The year .. ..
three rooms were added on in 1925-1926 The dormers were added in
1910. The guest house and double toilet structures were constructed
in 1920.

The pumphouse, toilets, and guest/bunkhouse are small stone structures
of rubble masonry with shed roofs. The spring house is of frame
construction.

The schoolhouse is a somewhat weathered and deteriorating frame
structure with vertical wood siding and a low-pitched gable roof
covered with corrugated metal.

The barn, although built during the 1950's, is architecturally compatible
with the older structures and is of the same construction as the
schoolhouse.

It is recognized that because these buildings serve a management purpose
(the house as a residence, the outbuildings for storage, and the barn

as a tack room), they require maintenance and occasional minor modifi-
cations. Such work will be performed in accordance with NPS Management
Policies and will be designed so that it will not intrude upon the
historic appearance of the site.
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The front portion of the ranch house is the oldest substantial structure
in the area. Constructed around 1876 by thé Rader brothers (who were
probably the first permanent settlers -imthat portiord of the Guadalupe
Mountains), it constitutes the most complete and significant vestige of -
the early cattle ranching enterprise in the southern Guadalupe Mountains.

Ranching in this area began along with the range cattle industry which
developed on the southern plains during the 1870's and 1880's. The

stock grown in the trans-Pecos region of West Texas went either by trails
eastward to rallheads in central Texas and then to eastern consumers,

or northward along the Goodnight-Loving Trail to the northern plains

to increase the herds in that area. Dating from the mid-1870's, the Frijole
Ranch complex comprises a vivid and tangible reminder of local involvement
in a booming post-Civil War economy which helped to open and develop the
Great Plains.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Located within Guadalupe Mountains National Park 55 miles 'soutliwest of Carlsbad,
New Mexico. .

The nominated property is located in the center .of a square tract which consists
of 9 acres.
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