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t George Washington
Carver as a young
boy.2 Moses Carver,
George's owner and
foster father. 3 Carver at

Simpson Coltege, 1891 .

4 Carver in his lab at
Tuskegee lnstitute.5
Carvei teaching agri-
culture at Tuskegee.

"lt is not the style of clothes one wears,
neither the kind of automobile one drives,
nor the amount of money one has in the
bank, that counts. These mean nothing.
It is simply service that measures success."

George Utlas hington Carver

.t'le'was= born,'a slare .all ,'r:bs . to, nationat
orominence bv aqe 55. Georoe Washinoton
bur"i. r"g*;,ort acrrieuefrents not-onrv
speak of the man but also represent an
important chapter in the story of America.
Educator, botanist, agronomist, "cookstove
chemist," and artist, he was to many young
blacks an encouraging modelwho set stand-
ards to which they could aspire. To many
whites, he was an impressive figure who
oN$osod, thd iirationat'th i nki ng hehind, the
r.ac ial steroty.pes e rn hodl6d: i ;r, the d i$c r i m i n a-
tor..y..lawsotthetime;:.:....:

Potent symbol that he was, Carver's impor-
tance ivent beyond his public image as "the
peanut man," Throughout his career, he
ref ueed' to,respect the " bo u nd a ri es " betrrve gn
seisne6; al{; and r:eligian,,d},g#i h g, f r:o m one
real,m to.,Sffingth,en,*onOe,pts, in .an0ther,
Perhaps his greatest gift was a talent for
drawing others into the spirit of his research.
He was a charismatic speaker and interpre-
ter, but even more persuasive with individuals.
'1"+is.Ebntle btrt Com pe I ti ng man ne r char:med,
seemingly everyone he met. Young people,
especially, were deeply influenced by Carver.

,Man:y.. of them ; h-[ask, and, wh ite,-advansed, :

- t h e i r: -e d uca-tj q rypr ryr pv e$, i u q eurd"i nepjro4$" "
because of him, and throughout their lives
followed principles he had instilled in them.

Car,ver tmt' iii*ivad .natio,nat' attention Ue-
, cause,oi' hi$ w 'ln ex*aeling*n'arrayr,r
products f rofi the peantlt ahd eweal'po.tato:,
plants, Thio,+elehiate$-accomp,lishment,:
bro-r.r$ht to lisfit th$ y.eers bt Tuskedee dni-
ing which he had,lab.oied'in o,bscurity.,,He .

resolved early in life "to be of the greatest
, good ts,th:e grsatest number of 'mV people,:1"
Tl"le'f lrht step. hrd: been to JeaVe a o1ofi l$ing,,
career as a research botanist at lowa Agricul-
tural College (now lowa State) to work with
Booker T. Washington at the then less pres-
tigious Tuskegee lnstitute in Alabama. He
taught botany and ag,rl0Ufurd'tothc ch,ildren
of ex-slaves, while working to improve the
lot of "the man farthest down," the poor,
one-horse farmer at the mercy of the market
and chained, to-,land exhausted by cotton-,,
Unlike other agricultural researchers of his
time, Carver saw the need to devise farming
methods practical for this kind of farmer. He
wanted to c#ax,,h,ffi : away. from, CIottoh' to:,

$uCh soil'enfianoing, piotein*lich crops as

$ e yhe anland.pe anu ts*an d t o,t e aq.t binrrse lJ=-_*
sufficiency and conservation. He achieved
this through an innovative series of free,
simply-written bulletins that included infor-
mation on crops, cultivation techniques, and
recipes for nutritious meals.

Both his'Barlier, less-.Brr'b,liiiaed: .w'srk and
'hig weH;known'search'fol:'c m*lpial uses
f Or the Ssu ttl's n atirc I resoUregs,w4 re-p a rt of
a lifelong effort to help his people and his
regisn break fr-om what,Amountod {e,a colo-
nial status,. ll iS n0t,'sQ ,much:,hls speoific,,",'
achievements as the humane philosophy
behind them that define the man. His work
wa* atrwa:ys dsne:with,its potentla] benefit to
people in mind. His practical and benevo-
lent approach to science was based on a
profound religious faith to which he attrib-
uted all his accomplishments. Always mod-

a,hou,t hjs Silcaess;. hg,sew, :lijme,elf as a
vehicle through which the natural bounty of
the land could be better understood and
used for the good of all people.
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George Weshington Carver
About the Park
From either Neosho or
Carthage, take U.S. 71
Alternate to the town of
Diamond. Go west 3.2

kilometers (2 miles) on
County Highway V and
then south about 1.5 kil-
ometers ('l mile).Lim-
ited picnic facilities are

available, but camping
within the park is not
permitted. George
Washington Carver Na-
tional Monument is ad-

ministered by the Na- at Box 38, Diamond,
tional Park Service, MO 64840.
U.S. Department of the
lnterior. The superin-
tendent can be reached

The Carver Nature Trail
1 Birthplace Site
George Washington
Carver was born into
slavery at this site in
the early '1860s. A one-
room cabin sheltered
George, his mother,
and his brother Jim.
After the kidnapping,
the brothers moved into
the nearby main cabin
with Moses and Susan
Carver, who reared
them as their own.

2 Boy Carver Statue
This statue of George

Washington Carver by
sculptor Robert
Amendola depicts a
moment f rom Carver's
boyhood. Carver later
wrote: "Never since
have I been without this
consciousness of the
Creator speaking to me
through f lowers, rocks,
animals, plants, and all
other aspects of His
creation. "

3 Carver Spring
A springhouse for stor-
ing perishables stood

here. One of George's
daily chores was to col-
lect water from this
spring for the house-
hold.

4 Williams Spring
This spring was named
after the Williams family.
Sarah Jane Williams, a
niece of Moses Carver,
lived on the Carver farm
north of the spring. The
pond was formed in the
1930s after a dam was
constructed down-
stream f rom the spring.

This is a good place
to contemplate the
quiet woods where
Carver's interest in na-
ture was first aroused.

5 1881 Moses Carver
House.
Built by Moses Carver
in 1881 nearthe birth-
place cabin site, this
house was moved to its
present location by the
second owner of the
farm. Although George
never lived in the
house, he did visit

Moses and Susan Car-
ver here before going
to college.

6 Carver Family
Cemetery.
Moses Carver set aside
this small plot of land
for the family cemetery
shortly after the farm
was eslablished. Moses
and /usan Carver are
burjed here, but George
is buried at Tuskegee
lnstitute. The range of
ages on the headstones
reflects the perilous na-

ture of life in the early
settlement period.

For Your Salety
While every effort has
been made to provide for
your safety, there are still
hazards which require
your alertness and vigil-
ance. Poison ivy abounds
in the area; learn to iden-
tify it. Please do not drink
f rom the park's springs or
streams, as they may be
contaminated from out-
side sources.



Carver's Boyhood Years

Sculpture by Robert
Amendola of the young

Carver tending one of
his plants.

The Civil War brought devastation to south-
west Missouri. Born on the Moses Carver
farm in the early 1860s, George Washington
Carver was caught up in the turmoil. Shortly
after his birth, he and his mother were kid-
napped by Confederate bushwhackers. He
was found in Arkansas and returned to the
Carvers, but his mother was never seen again.
The identity of his father remains unknown,
although Carver believed he was a slave on
a neighboring farm. George and his brother
Jim were reared by Moses and Susan Carver
as their own children. Carver often recalled
in later years the love and guidance they
showed him.

Carver's imagination had room to expand on
the Moses Carver farm. His frail health freed
him from many daily chores, and he had
time to wander, spending "day after day . . .

in the woods alone in order to collect my
floral beauties and put them in my little

garden I had hidden in brush . . ." The flowers
thrived under his care, and George acquired
the nickname "the Plant Doctor" in his com-
munity. The rocks he collected from the
woods and streams were "treasures" he kept
throughout his life.

Carver's desire to understand his natural
surroundings was more than a childhood
fancy. He left the farm with the perceptions
of a naturalist and the inquiring spirit of a
scientist. Barred from the localchurch school
at the age of 12, he moved to a nearby town
to attend a school for blacks-the begin-
ning of a 2O-year struggle for an education.
He never again lived with the Carvers, but
many of his values and beliefs were shaped
during his years with them. His contribution
as a man was rooted in his ability to retain a
child's wonder before nature: "My work, my
life, must be in the spirit of a little child
seeking only to know the truth and follow it."
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