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“To Be of the Greatest Good”

He was born a slave and rose to nanonal

ary acl 1 ]
speak of the man but also represent an

important chapter in the story of America.

Educator, botanist, agronomtst “cookstove
chemist,” and artist, he was to many young

blacks an encouraging model who set stand-

ards to which they could aspire. To many
whites, he was an impressive figure who
exposed the irrational thinking behind the

racial sterotypes embodled in the dlscnmma- ‘

tory laws of the time.

~ Potent symbol that he was, Carver's i‘rhpon-

tance went beyond his public image as "the
~ peanut man.’
refused to respect the “‘boundaries’ between

science, art, and rehglon drawing from one
realm to strengthen concepts in another.

Perhaps his greatest gift was a talent for
drawing others into the spirit of his research.
' He was a charismatic speaker and interpre-
ter, but even more persuasive with individuals.
His gentle but compelling manner charmed
seemmgly everyone he met. Young people,
espemally, were deeply influenced by Carver.
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George Washi‘ gton Carver

Many of them black ar

cause of hxs work in extracting an a‘rray of
products from the peanut and sweet potato

plants. This celebrate accomplishment
brought to hght the years at Tuskegee dur-

ing which he had labored in obscurity. He
resolved early in life *

good to the greatest ber of ‘my peopie
le

career as a research
tural ‘Cozllege,( W

" the poor,

1e-hc me jo‘f ‘themarket
and chained to lan
Unlike other agricull

wanted to coax

5N¢hite—a_civaﬂ_éed

) be of the greatest

away from co’tton to"

such soil-enhancing, protein-rich crops as

for the South S| natlve resources were part of

a hfelong effort to help his people and his
region break from what amo C
nial status. It is not
achievements as

~ behind them that

~ uted all his accomplzsh
“est about his succe
vehlcle through whi

used for the good cf al l P ,opie

0: 1985-461-444/20036  Reprint 198 ‘




George Washington

About the Park

From either Neosho or
Carthage, take U.S. 71
Alternate to the town of
Diamond. Go west 3.2

kilometers (2 miles) on
County Highway V and

then south about 1.5 kil-

ometers (1 mile).Lim-
ited picnic facilities are

The Carver Nature Trail

1 Birthplace Site
George Washington
Carver was born into
slavery at this site in
the early 1860s. A one-
room cabin sheltered
George, his mother,
and his brother Jim.
After the kidnapping,
the brothers moved into
the nearby main cabin
with Moses and Susan
Carver, who reared
them as their own.

2 Boy Carver Statue
This statue of George

Washington Carver by
sculptor Robert
Amendola depicts a
moment from Carver's
boyhood. Carver later
wrote: “Never since
have | been without this
consciousness of the
Creator speaking to me
through flowers, rocks,
animals, plants, and all
other aspects of His
creation.”

3 Carver Spring
A springhouse for stor-
ing perishables stood

available, but camping
within the park is not
permitted. George
Washington Carver Na-
tional Monument is ad-

here. One of George's
daily chores was to col-
lect water from this
spring for the house-
hold.

4 Williams Spring

This spring was named
after the Williams family.
Sarah Jane Williams, a
niece of Moses Carver,
lived on the Carver farm
north of the spring. The
pond was formed in the
1930s after a dam was
constructed down-
stream from the spring.

ministered by the Na-
tional Park Service,
U.S. Department of the
Interior. The superin-
tendent can be reached

This is a good place

to contemplate the
quiet woods where
Carver's interest in na-
ture was first aroused.

51881 Moses Carver
House.

Built by Moses Carver
in 1881 near the birth-
place cabin site, this
house was moved to its
present location by the
second owner of the
farm. Although George
never lived in the
house, he did visit

Carver Spring

at Box 38, Diamond,
MO 64840.

Moses and Susan Car-
ver here before going
to college.

6 Carver Family
Cemetery.

Moses Carver set aside
this small plot of land
for the family cemetery
shortly after the farm
was established. Moses
and Susan Carver are
buried here, but George
is buried at Tuskegee
Institute. The range of
ages on the headstones
reflects the perilous na-

Warning:
Polsom
in the area.

Carver Statue 9

vy is abundant

Carver

ture of life in the early
settlement period.

For Your Safety

While every effort has
been made to provide for
your safety, there are still
hazards which require
your alertness and vigil-
ance. Poison ivy abounds
in the area; learn to iden-
tify it. Please do not drink
from the park’s springs or
streams, as they may be
contaminated from out-
side sources.

PARKING




Sculpture by Robert
Amendola of the young

Carver tending one of
his plants.

The Civil War brought devastation to south-
west Missouri. Born on the Moses Carver
farm in the early 1860s, George Washington
Carver was caught up in the turmoil. Shortly
after his birth, he and his mother were kid-
napped by Confederate bushwhackers. He
was found in Arkansas and returned to the
Carvers, but his mother was never seen again.
The identity of his father remains unknown,
although Carver believed he was a slave on
a neighboring farm. George and his brother
Jim were reared by Moses and Susan Carver
as their own children. Carver often recalled
in later years the love and guidance they
showed him.

Carver’s imagination had room to expand on
the Moses Carver farm. His frail health freed
him from many daily chores, and he had
time to wander, spending “day after day . . .
in the woods alone in order to collect my
floral beauties and put them in my little

garden | had hidden in brush . ..” The flowers
thrived under his care, and George acquired
the nickname “the Plant Doctor” in his com-
munity. The rocks he collected from the
woods and streams were “treasures” he kept
throughout his life.

Carver's desire to understand his natural
surroundings was more than a childhood
fancy. He left the farm with the perceptions
of a naturalist and the inquiring spirit of a
scientist. Barred from the local church school
at the age of 12, he moved to a nearby town
to attend a school for blacks—the begin-
ning of a 20-year struggle for an education.
He never again lived with the Carvers, but
many of his values and beliefs were shaped
during his years with them. His contribution
as a man was rooted in his ability to retain a
child’s wonder before nature: “My work, my
life, must be in the spirit of a little child
seeking only to know the truth and follow it.”



