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AMMMMMhMMMMMMZM 

The following survey repor t , pertaining to the proposed exter ior 

res tora t ion and i n t e r i o r r ehab i l i t a t ion of the John G, Wilson Building, 

was prepared in accordance with d i rec t ions set forth in the "Inventory 

with Class i f icat ion and Work Code for Historic Buildings and Structures, 

^together With Guidelines on Restoration and the Preparation of Historic 

Structures Reports" emanating from the Di rec tor ' s Office and dated 

advember 21, 1960. 

The measured drawings, appearing in Part I of t h i s report submitted 

in December 1961, were prepared during the aunmsr of 1955 by students 

Robert A, Kaar, University of Pennsylvania and Walter J . Mulligan, Uni­

vers i ty of California, under the di rect ion of Professor Benry C. Edwards 

of the University of I l l i n o i s . 

Few documents exis t pertaining to the s t ructure and of these none 

are contemporary with the res tora t ion period. Old photos of the 

period, that contain glimpses of the s t ruc ture , were taken from view­

points where foreground material obscured pert inent information regard­

ing d e t a i l s of construction. Some help was obtained from l a t e r views 

but in the main i t was necessary to make an exhaustive search within 

the fabric i t s e l f to bring forth an understanding evolveraent of the ex­

ternal appearance of the s t ructure up to the Civil War Period. 

In looking for physical c lues . Exhibit Special is t (Restoration) 

Arthur R. Voorheas has shown not only a real in ta res t in the work but 

i 



a t a l en t for reconstructing the reasoning of the or iginal craftsmen in 

applying the construction methods and materials that were found in the 

f ab r i c . 

During the summer of 1960 Mr. Herbert M. hark, an archi tectural 

student from Columbia University, prepared an excellent set of draw­

ings which have since been used extensively for the recording of fabric 

data i i i t was uncovered in the study of the s t ruc tu re . 

The working drawings herein appended were prepared by Assistant 

Architect Raymond E. Mehl, a recant graduate of Georgia I n s t i t u t e of 

Technology. 

The fine photographs appearing in the appendix are the work of 

Staff Photographer Jack E* Boucher of the Eastern Office, Division of 

Design and Construction. 

The h i s to r i ca l Data Section of the Historic Structures Reports 

for t h i s and other re la ted buildings prepared by Mr. Charles W. Sneii 

were l i b e r a l l y consulted and many points of importance within the 

building were checked out against h i s docuawntory research. 

Appreciation i s here expressed fox the help derived from Superin­

tendents Fran* H. Anderson and Joseph R. Prentice both of whom have 

been enthus ias t ic and i n sp i r a t i ona l . 

Archie ,A Hansen 
Architect 

I i 
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U K John a . WiiaMi BBUdLa@# locoted i s Harpers Fsrry aatioaai Moau-

swmt, i s ©**» ©f the two btdidtngs s t i l l siandia©/ within the lower town 

section that wore built outside of the wager Sir Acre hsssnration* • Con­

structed for use as a coavjwroiai «»t«»iiti»s»nt and residence i t was later 

to beosaw* mi hotel or inn serving first th» staoecoach trade aad then 
I 

travelers on the C a) 0 Canal and the 3 * 0 Sailroad. Fro* 1*3? until 

lt©8 i t was in Government ownership and during the Civil filar was used 
.-. 
'£ 

by trooffis stationed in the vicinity* 

when hoii t in 183* i t was an tsape>*lm sad haiwisosd structure and 

the addition construct ad in 1833*34 to thai northeast further enhanced 

i t s fine linos* I t has withstood tares devastating floods of record 

and smnaged to survive tltrouch auveral il&ughtWs* «an aa.d& renovations 

of tarsi period data* 

While nothing hut feeble indications rosain of the f i rs t or ground 

floor period arraiujenfisnt stteh of iduvfc i s found on the two floors above 

1. Snail, C. W„ "Historic, auiidlng; kepon, Fart IX, for Bids, 
So* 45, The John G, Wilson Building,** dated 
February 87* 1353, pp.35-36. 

3* Soldier 's tussos, dates and mesaagea were found scribbled on the 
walls* These had been ooverod over mii&r the war with a white 
coat of plaster end painted. 

i 
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i s substantially that which would have beau ia «rdste»e» during the 

Civil War years. 

There was l i t t l e roost for any aajer changes en the exterior after 

the restoration period due to the confining topography and property 

boundaxiya. So*e later refuriaiahiag of the porches, the addition of 

several windows and a door and the application of a tin roof are rela­

tively superficial features that can ho restored to their proper status 

without too Jsueh difficulty. 

set each east he deteradnod rssp^oting any ctttbuildings that may 

have existed but the existing privy foundation appears to date back to 

at least the time of the lW*»-$4 sltoretions to the «ain structure. 

The privy sttperstrueture being of light fraew construction probably 

represents a later replacitent as if could hardly have weathered aay 

of the major floods to tdtich the town was subjacted. 

The rook escarpment, at th» rear of the "Wilson fluildino, was not 

conducive to any cbvelopseat but amy have had mm form of staple land­

scaping* Hone of the steps that were hewn out of the natural rock 

hillside bohiad other buildings along 3a*n#edoah Street were found 

back of the Wilson &uildint". 

Haay changes of a Minor nature were constantly 1*1 eg nade thxougb-

eut the laUlding'o l i f e , ffewever, the wore iwportant stages in the 

evolution of the structure have iwjen used as a frawswork in studying 

the fabric. The Major phases were three and represent the first 

throw ownerships. 



1. As constructed fey John S* *Uson, 1986. 

2. Addition fey Mrs. Ann C. Stephenson, l t t t » H i 

3. (Jovernmenf ownership through the Civil Mar, 
1837-6S. 

3* /»visifflwffi> • MI if mm 
As originally designed the building was S0'-7* long fronting on 

Shenandoah Street md 3£-'~4* deer*. I t visas two stories and a garret 

high with A gable roof running parallel to the s t ree t . The s i t e , 

before construction was ini t ia ted, was cottfosed of a large root for* 
3 

nation that had to fee rsswred. This stay explain shy there i s no 

basement, the exterior walls wre la id up in rebfeie fashion and ooesr 

posed in part of stone tafcea from the building's s i t e . Svidence on 

the northeast gable shoes that the outer walls were not pargeted 

originally* 

The iouilding was planned for etmmjraiaX purposes with the f i rs t 

or ground floor divided into two stores of uneoual s i se . There i s 

some evidence that the l a t t e r nay have bean further subdivided feat 

there are not enough traces reaedninc to confirm a definite arrange­

ment. At each end of the building on th is level were- two fireplaces. 

The two upper floors provided living ouarters probably for the 

proprietors of the stores below. A central hallway, 9'-8* wide, on 

3 , Snell, C, ST., "Historic indldiag Seport, Part I I , for Blckj* 
ho. 45, The John G. Wilson Suildiag,* dated 
February 87, lf€s, pp.3-4. 

4. JJdd*, P*S. 

3 



the second »IM4 th i rd floor ItMtfj ran i t s * the front to the hack of the 

structure with two roo«» on each side or four rossa* on each floor* 

Fort of the hallway was taken up with « stairway serving a l l floors and 

on the second floor there was a door to the exterior a t each end. 

The rooas to either side of the hallway on the seoond floor wore 

of unequal depth froa front to hack occasioned by a bui l t - in cupboard 

bstweea the ilreplees*. Ihe a*jix>arus are located in the rooms on the 

alwmandoah or front side of the .building, fsft rootas on the a t t ic floor 

fallowed the ease layout bat did not hare fireplaces or e»»i«©«rds« All 

rocNSs on the lower floors were assuy Uehted with well spaced and pro-

portioned windows, the a t t i c iewei had throe dorswre on the frost roof 

slope and two on the rear slope. The two a t t i c gobie windows in the 

southwest gable show eridence of hawing been added ia recent years. 

the interior casings* doors and mantels on the second floor are of fine 

osauity and tastefully em»ottted. 

k cowered two tiered perch on the ^w*aande«h dtreet facade ran 

the full length of the building serving as a gallery for the second 

floor sad inrovidUng slvade and protection iot the doers and Endows on 

th i s elevation. An open porch deck at the rear at the second floor 

love! provided access to a privy end another exit free, the buiidiot;. 

The cteraer cheeks were finished with clapboards and the roof was 

covered with wood sMagies. The chiaseys heoa above the a t t i c space 

were constructed tjf Jayicx although they were of stone b*Aew this 

point. 

| 



The interior walls of the second floor appear to hove bees pap*red 

frost the beginning but only point could Saw found OR the eel Is through-

out the reminder of the building. rb» smntels were painted black end 

the rest of the t r i e WAS light tones of off whit* and light tens* 

By April 1830, iiejor Stej&sasoa hud ranted the upper floors of the 

original structure and was advertising the space as an hotel. He died 

i 
in August 1883. oVsstisw before July 1834 the property wee bought by 
the ^tephensJB* end the addition to the northeast bui l t , for on th is 

date Mrs. Stephanson and her son-in-law advertised the "several sew 
d 

rooms have been lately added*, 

th» addition was a continuation of the exist tag structure carrying 

out the mm* tool Use and was made fully as deep as i t s parent struc­

ture. I t estesaM IS'-©* to the lot boundary to the northeast and again 

i t was nocossary to rsmsve the natural rock occupying the s i t e . In 

this fcusu i t was net mmpleisly reduced down t s a finish grade level 

for the northeast and back walla at their lower I oval* are coseosad of 

natural reck. Ib is accounts for the bulkhead la id up in masonry on 

the inside of the back wall of the ground level room. The porch on 

the ehenendbah Street elevation mm also continued in front of the addition. 

I . aael i , C. *, , "Historic Building Report, Part XI, for Bids. 
. * V:, *JM John. I« Wilson Building," dated 

February 87, 1938, p . 18. 

»• Ik-id.. p . l « . 

J 



The ground level room stay have bean planned for use as a stable or 

for storage. Mo attempt was made to finish i t out and no provisions 

were made for heating, later day occupants* for as far back as they 
7 

aaa remember* say that i t was used for storage - particularly tor coal. 

The second floor was divided into two roots** front sad back* 

separated by a single board partition, having an exterior door to the 

reapective porches. The two windows at this level in the northeast 

M*U si Ins tstV I ttl •tsmsiwrs sstc rsssvsil end klstif •Ptettse/s ssAeemniil 

to provide coasmnicating doors between the old and new portions. The 

windows were then reused in ten northeast end wall of the addition, 

The back room had a large firoplacs* S'~u" wide by approximately 

5 Mr* high by IMF* deep, which was probably used for coaxing. This 

opening was rsducad i s sias in later years and than or i ex ad up and 

the mantel removed. This room also had a stairway to the second floor 

of which traces wore found behind a sain coat of plaster on the room's 

southwest wall* Th« stair*$ l i f t was fjron the back of the building to 

the front and any have served as access for servant's quarters in the 

two rooms above. 

She trim on Hxs original casings of Uwtso rooms were patterned 

after the work of the 18J6 main structure. The original flooring was 

replaced by sedern boards not too long ago* absm lath found in the 

ceiling measures 13M>* in length! 

7. him* ammm Evans of Harpers Ferry told this to her grandson who i s 
employee; by the Monument. Mrs. Evans lived on the upper floors of 
the building 67 years age. 

6 



thm two upper roona of the attic were also separated by a partition 

of single board thic&ness and walla too roost at tea front of tea baild-

ing wan plantarad tea roar room wan not. bight for than* rooan wan 

supplied froa terser*, on* en th* front roof nlopa and on* on tea teak* 

and gable wintews, om in each rooa. 5b* trio at thia level wan aiaple 

and undftcoratad. Xha present flooring dates tec*t to tea period of coa-

struct ion. except for the patch occur inc. ever tee forawr or aarlior 

stair wall. 

Krs. clUpteneon sold the bail ding to th* ooverweent on March 25, 

1837. anil* la govarnaant ownership a saunter of change* took place 

that vara ttnooabtadly condltioited by the erect ion of tea adjacent Coons 

building to the northeast. 

itaan the Coonn Buildinc. una constructed la 1837-36 the telldars 

had to reap-*, stone fro* their s i t e and war* forced to cat th* natural 

lock up to th* wllson Building lift* and in no doing say her* daaaced 

parts of the northeant wall of the 1833*34 addition. Th* irregularities 

in this wall suggest such damage* 

1 stairway in the narrow space between the Wilson and vdona Build-

lays wan constructed to serve the second floor of th* Coons teilding, 

probably when the latter building was built in 1837*38. soar* this was 

9. ssstfl* C *. , "Historic BuUdincj teport, fart I l # for aide. 
So. 45, The John 6 . Wilson telidiag,* dated 
Febiuary 2?, leys, p.Ji. 

v 



done i t probably behooved ths Gov«jrna»nt to take aoVantage of this etair 

by adding the e»c©nd floor exterior door in the «»rth«ast wall of the 

Stophoaaoft addition* Too materials and aothodo of roiurtreciion seed in 

thin door and too adjacent window to the northwest of i t show toot thoy 

more added at the *«m time. The window was made necessary because the 

newly constrected Coons Muildia^ cut down the amount of light admitted 

to the second floor bock room of the aterheneen addition. Later in 1845-4$, 

when the third floor wee added to the Ceona Building by the Maaena, the 

above mentioned exterior ataire wax extended to provide a aoana of en* 

trance to the Maaonic Hall. The ataire mm extanied eat across the last 

aeatieaed window which would net have been the ease i f the stairway had 

Jeeen constructed all at one time as suggested by Shell in his report 
« 

covering the Philip Cooaa Gliding. It would have been sore likely that 

the window would have been reduced in height to accomodate the stairway 

or not put in at all feecausa of a leek of privacy. 

on the interior of the streets** the original diviaion of apaca in 

the addition was altered aomewhat by the rearrange«wat in location of 

the stairway between the seeoiui and third floors. This change created 

tun roeasjf at the attic level opening off a hallway. The front doranr 

lighted the hallway making i t neceaeary to borrow light from the hall­

way to light the freat reeau This was aceaafuxshed by placing a windaw 

9. Snail, C. W., "Historic Building £ep»rt, Part II , for aide. 
ho. 44, The Philip Coons a i d i n g , * dated 
March 18, 1958, p.4. 

I 



l a the partition r*rt**»en the ball and total reoa. It in believed tbat 

the window, betwean tan attic rooms of the original structure novo 

added at thin tie* net only for iisjuroviacj the UghUag bat to provide 

ctonn ventilation* 

fiariao the Civil bar the Jouilding was need as quarters for troopa 
10 

and a warehouse for solitary aupplies* This Is supported by the 

soldi»r»s scrawls found on the partitioa on the third floor of the addi­

tion and on a partition on the second floor hallway of the original 

portion of the structure* 

10* &wrtl, C. W., h i s tor ic ituildlae Report, raft II , for Side. 
so. 45, The John 6* Wilson Building,* dated 
February 27, 185*, p .s i . 

9 
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MS&MMXMM SiMMMltlMMM 

Most of the original structure a* built by John 6, Wilton remain* 

In piece with the exception of the exterior porch** that were subjected 

to flood oUaaoe and the interior partition* on the first floor that 

were rearranges! and resmvad during the tenancy of a long U*t of 

succeeding store beepers. 

The northwest exterior wall at the rear of the structure was damaged 

in late years and the repairs mde at the l i s* do not appear structurally 

lead seas* or cleavage planes in the escarpment behind the structure 

left hugh stone strata poised above the seams with a potential for slid­

ing into the structure* At sow* unoeteradned data large steel X9dm (over 

three inches in diameter and sguar* bars up to two and a quarter inches 

in width) were set in holes drilled into the lower stratum protruding 

enough to bach up long steel plates (up to four and three eighths inches 

in width and two and an eighth inches in thiccness) that were designed 

to held bach the stratum above. The steel work has corroded considerably. 

The exterior pargeting has been patched with modern materials in a 

nwjnVir of places spoiling the general texture of the wall surfaces, host 

of the original exterior window frame* have held up over the years 

although some of the sash hare been reelaxed with modern glass. 
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The fxreoeitt t in roof has Precluded an examination of tho tops of the 

rafters but what can he seen from the garret space indicates that they 

are prohahiy in good condition* Seae tightening up of the rafters at 

their connections with the kick plate , collar beams and at their ridge 

line will he necessary* 

The architectural trim of the upper floors i s , in general, in good 

condition altltougrh sagging of tho f leets following la ter day changes in 

pai t i t ion locations in the f i rs t floor Store rooms has caused racking 

around the doorway epeniags and cracking of tho plaster in the interior 

parti t ions of the uppar floors. 

The flooring and jo i s t s at the f i r s t or ground floor level are 

missing* some jo i s t s supporUng the second floor level are rotted out 

at their bearing points at the exterior walls* host of the second and 

a t t i c floor flooring remains and outside of leveling up i t s condition 

i s such that i t can be rehabilitated* 

The 1813-34 Stephewwn addition received the most siass* hut in 

spite of this a good portion of the period material has lasted up to 

this time* However, the second floor flooring was removed and replaced 

with recent modern floorimj* It was net parUcuiarly well salntained 

and has a sheeny appearance. The f irst floor may have been used as a 

stable ear l ier followed by use as a coal storage area and as a ©»«*«-

muejtc; was ,,jv,r ce*apl»t*ly mtmmtsmuj M the I i erior. Ehs present 

s t a i r s to the second floor are makeshift and are of no value. 
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The aortheaat exterior aaaoiary wall i s la poor structural condition 

at i t s b&m vauar* a p&xt of the wall i s composed of the natural bed rock 

end where aosae of the stones have fallen out whore the natural rock and 

the auiaoary work join. 

The exterior porches were altered many tinea* n»st likely after 

every flood of aajor proportion*. In their rebuilding they reflect 

the use of the then current Wtor i a l s and their styling* The present 

treatment of the porch facing oiteneadoah Street stenva back to work 

following the flood of 188S, About the mam Urn the two h«y window 

aprwmaWoea facing Shenarutoah Street at the ground floor level were 

added to provide show window apace for the firat floor stores, A con­

crete, sicsntuik wan poured within the porch apace at the ground level 

preeu&w&ly in the iiSQ*a, 

A window at the northwest mud of the southwest elevation at the 

firat floor level was enlarged after the Civil 'war to provide an ex­

terior doorway and a window between the cMaawyo wan added for more 

l igh t . The three ground floor windows at the rear are coaposed of 

material a and put together in a fashion to suggest that they mm of 

a post period vintage, 

«»tograpfts taken daring the laae 's shew that the window in the 

Stephenson addition at the second floor level facing oheaandoah 

Street was not in existence. 
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An original window opening at the southwest and of the roar wall 

at th* second floor level, oaf inn- book to the Clifton construction of 

th* structure, was closed in with stone following a Masting mishap 

whan it tonant attempted to retsave soma of th* rock ••earpoant at th* 

roar of th© boilaln© in tho early laOG'a. 

local old tltftWt rem*a***t replacing too wood attitude roof with th» 
11 

prosoftt. t in roof. 

TH* proftont privy aupwrfttrur-tura nay possibly data to the restora­

tion period but i t i s more Ufcely that i t i s « later day replaewftteftt, 

A» flimsy ft» i t ! • i t wwald prebabiy hay* boon taken off i t s foojwiatioaft 

and broken up by flood debris. 

v , r7lBftii..ff*̂ itaTffl ĤtliljwhTBffiWI 

fh» roar porch platform was tmmvwA by th* Service in ISM- after II 

had boon adjudged a* non-period. I t s oosapoaontft woro lata loplaoosKentft 

and had rotted out duo to their osbodhont in the hil lside fcohind the 

structure, A« a itenace to the safety of th» Park visitor i t was unde-

sirabU to leave if steRt&n©/. A nunber of |a»>tooraphft wore taken and 

theft* are in the tfemtsoat f i l e s . 

This mm year the first floor flooring and jo i s t s war* rasovad 

as they had ssspletely rotted out and wore insect infested, This pro-

cautionary measure was token to prevent further infestation of the t^»t 

of the structure. 

11, As recounted to the author by Mr, Joe ecdps, aft octogenarian real-
dent of Barpare Ferry, who said he helped the emit putting on the 
t in roof whoa he was « boy. 
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When taken ever by tins Sonde* the f irs t floor sorti t ions hod long 

sitica b**.n roomed producing « sag in the second floor supporting jo is t s 

mad beasts* Temporary shoring was placed under my points mod with th* 

use of jse*.# * pjogram of gradual l i f t ing book of the jo i s t s to their 

original position has feoaa ttad*rtak»n. 

Th* osterior wood i r i » 'was given a protoetiv* coat of paint soew 

t is» ago and « general repair of the gutters and aown*j*»ui* was mom* 

The ret ted weed soffit beard* of the ShenaRdoah Street porch decks 

were reamed mm they had been fmmtwdmd with thin wire nails that had 

rwmiwd through j^radtt iag sons of the j&oards to imXl* 
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MMMMMMMM MMMM 

It la proposed to use the John <»• Wilson dull ding as a visitor canter. 

Sltsd across Shenandoah Street fro® the Jtonument paricino: lot i t s location 

i s ideal for making the Initial contact with the parr visitors and pro­

viding the® with a general orientation of the area* Detailed interpre­

tation of specific features would be provided st branch nusett®* located 

in other buildings within the Moauawuvt* 

for this purpose the existing first or ground floor of the building 

has been adapted en paper to provide an entrance lobby with a reception­

i s t ' s cask, an exhibit roe® to the southwest of the lobby and an audio­

visual scoa northeast of the lobby in the 1535-34 addition for showinr: 

an overall orientation slide presentation of short duration to Jwwdle 

peak visitation loads. 

Because of space liadtation* within thv building i t in proposed to 

furnish rest room, faci l i t ies on ths first or ground floor of the adja­

cent Coons Building soaetiwes known as the Masonic Gliding, 

The second floor of the structure has six attractive well lighted 

icons of ample s ise . These could well be used for office space for per­

sonnel directly connected with meeting the public. They are outside of 

the visitors* circulation pattern and yet conveniently close to the 

center of activity. The front pareh would be advardageeus as an obser­

vation point for staff lumbers with a fine view both up and down 
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Shenaactoah Street including the parking l o t . The third or a t t ic floor 

would servo as space for emergency storage in case of a major flood* 

for heating the Wilson Building, and cooling, i t i s reoosmended 

that the plant be located next door on the second floor of the Coons 

Building on platforms above the highest recorded flood, for economic 

considerations and for reducing the maintenance load the plant should 

be designed so that i t could heat or oool, net only the Wilson build­

ing, bit the Coons building and eventually serve the McCaJbe-Haraion 

Building iaeaedietely to the northeaet of the Coons Building. A pro­

posal has been made that the MoCabe-Marwioii Bnilding be adapted to 

provide an auditorium to take care of large specialised and pre-

scheoaled groups that arrive by hue. railroad or otherwise. These 

could be handled by means of th is faci l i ty without interrupting the 

normal visi tor flew pattern and also provide the necessary space for 

special programs or meetings both within and cut si da Of the Service. 

The above outliaeiuses can be worked into the present building's 

structure with the least amount of cdsturhance to the existing historic 

fabric. 

3 -1 . Grading 

At present the width of the porch separates the building froa 

Shenanobah Str-j*t and sometime in the 1980's a concrete si do wait was 

poured into th is area a few inches above grade level . Until restoration 

of the porch i s undertaken i t i s not feasible to remove any of this 
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slop aftd until this i s done i t td.il not bo possible to determine i f 

flagstones or & wood dock was used during too restoration period. 

Pictures taken in the 10$O*s show & wood dock in use. 

To the southwest there i s a yard about forty foot in width running 

baok from Shenandoah Street to to* rook escarpesent behind. Within this 

yard thsr* i s a cistern that collected water froa to* roof of th» struc­

ture. It i s proposed to finish grade and sood this yard space and pro­

vide a period cistern cap. ad evidence of any description has so far 

turned up to indicate i f this yard was enclosed by a fence nor has 

there been any sign any garden plots or stone walls forming terraces 

within this yard space. 

At the roar on the hillside above the rook escerpsent i t i s reooa* 

aesKted that the underbrush be cleared away and the area cleaned so that 

appropriate cover can be planted to prevent erosion. At present cor­

roded old steel pins and plates hold baek « large section 01 rocs ov*r-

burden above a awd seam in the rock escarpment. Aoditional holes should 

be drilled and new pins inserted to preclude any later trouble arising 

from movement of the overburden, this will reejairo adeouate shoring 

while this work i s in progress to prevent mishaps. 

***• JMafssTJI 

There were two porches during the period. The one on the 

front of the building feeing 3h*nar»ac*h dtreot had a ground level deck 

add a deck at the second floor level roofed over W a continuation of 

the roof of the bail dint; i tself alt hough at a slightly lower pitch. 

http://td.il
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The porch woo constructed of wood and al l that rwaalao of tea period 

fabric are the Joist* and beans of the second floor dees* dose of 

these will Have to be replaced fcacause of their rotted condition* The 

balance of the aeabars now in place mm of la te r origin &**& will have 

to he replaced. The period railing* now ooae* at the second floor 

level was t**»po#ed of four boards running on edge horisoatally capped by 

a f lat board nailed to the top of the «r*»ri«#£ horisontal r a i l . The 

coiwastes e l tiw> lower t i e r were sojuare posts with half posts at the 

Jeuildiac, wall. The col wast* of tie* upper t ie r had chaoifered edges and 

supported a beast that carried, the porch raf ters . The chamfers ran be­

tween the top of the column* and the top of the railing and were cut 

in a manor 'to give the columns a tapered appearance. The caps were 

sqaare and shallow and 'ware intercral with the column material. 

There was a set of s ta i r s at the southwest sad of the porch with 

an it\i armadiata landing sow occupied by a similar stairway but of 

la ter vintage. At the northeast end another flight of steps in a 

straight run originated m*x the base of the hasonie Hall s ta i r s and 

ascended toward the southwest. This la t te r s ta i rs no longer exists 

and will need to be reconstructed. 

The porch at the rear of the structure ran the full length of the 

bailcUiVj and extended beyond the southwest «ad of the building to pro­

vide access to the privy. %ia perch deck was never covered or roof ad 

and was a step lower than the second floor level . A set of wood steps 

between to* privy and the building tmn down to the side yard level . 
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Th* porch deck was of varying width duo to the rock. outcropping* to the 

roar* The porch that was la place whoa acquired by the Service Mat ob­

viously A later replacement and was ramrod because of i ta hasaraoua con­

dition. A reconstruction should too affected to provide access to tha toe 

second floor doors at tha rear of tha atructuj-w. 

3-3. .^^alidjffai 

Tha only rosuisinc; otttbuildiaca on the qreurwis i s one outdoor 

privy* This. ajajaJU structure, o'-g* x 8'-a*, cay in part data heck to 

tha period and will mad re fujrbl shine and mama restoration. It i s sat 

oft a stone aaaonry base t*-0* high and 3*-G» fro&v tha southwest wail 

of tha Bala house. Tha aasonry require* ropciaUao, and in* whole was 

sjsshntctodly whitewashed. 

Ho evidence could bo found for any adolfcienai outiuulidiaes but a 

later archaoloqlcal exploration my disclose the foundations of such 

structuras. 

&**• vfoncieie 

for tha proposed visitor canter on tha yround floor, i t i s 

r««osex»iwlsd that a concrete fleer slab be poured titrouehout. There 

belnc no basosunt i t i s proposed Is brine the slab to a proper level 

for tha finish first floor by spwadlas gravel f i l l to as arauropriata 

height, buch a slab would not be subject to oaawtua by flood and would 

toad to sdabllla* tha bases of tha outer wails. I paper joint should 

bo provided at the junction of tha slab with the wails in mm i t 

would avoir boosewj doslrable to resove the slab at a later date, brain 
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t l l « ore to bo laid in the grrarel apace to carry away any runoff that 

mieM seep under the structure from in* escarpment at the g**r* A 

waterrarcsf smmbrans would foa laid Wfbro the slab woo poured to keep 

tea building dry and poidjootor Insulation sot under too slab at I ts 

eatruediiea i© reduce heat leas. 

Concrete slabs oro propeiwd for tbt boss* of tan fireplace; hearths* 

Concealed concrete precast lintel a ore to be used owr any window or 

door openings that require reworking* 

aV#« fc^aonrv dork 

The bach or northwest well was dasscged soma 45*50 year* ace 

fey an ejg>ieadwe charge act off to remove some of the rock in the h i l l -

alde fcehlad the JbuUoaaa, When the 4am&» was repaired i t was act too 

well abas and one of tho period windows was f i l led in with stone laaaojury* 

This work Tu^ds rectifying. It will require the resetting' ©f a simber 

of Stones and preparing a true window openiag. *2b» mortar on the in* 

terier of this wall at i t s base has leaehod out and the stone joints 

need repainting* On the exterior of this wall where i t evwt* the toe 

of the rock hillside a ©e«*»nt cove and drain t i l e ore to be installed 

and pitched" to carry the runoff from the hillside t< the southwest ttx^d 

of thd structure where i t will be picked up underground and carried 

through a tnuriad ply* to the existing cistern. 

The w»mnxy of the northeast wall where i t rests on a natural 

rock pTCd-mbersnc* i s Loose and eroded and will hare to be reset* 


