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-CT 
l. l. • 

;:\.. Significance: 

Frederick A. ~ceder's Store, Bldg. No. 5, locate~ within 

ap:_noxioate ly 180 feet of the original site of U.S. Armory fire ::::ngine 

Bouse, or II John Brm,-rn Fort," is of the Second Order of Significance 

because it foroed au i8f.1ediate part of this key historic scene Luring 

tj, Jo:n Jrown 1."~aid in October 1859. l1ost of the action of that 

attack took place in front of Bldg. No. 5. Like Park Bldgs. ~o. 8, 

t 

9, and 7, Bldg. No. 5 is visible in the background of many photographs 

that were taken of the John Brown Fort from 1859 to 1892. 

nldg. No. 5 was constructed by Frederick A. Roeder in 1856-57 

to replace the space that he .lost in 1856 when he sold the front(north) 

half of Bldg. No. 7 to the United States and the Armorf demolished that 
~ 

portion of Roeder's tavern in order to widen the narrow alley on which 
ed 

it front/\into a 

in 1856-57, was 

40-foot wide s~~~i.~' Bldg. No. 5, as built 

d . . !Cih., . . t· f a upicate or twin 01. remaining par ion o 

by Roeder 

Bldg. 7 

in size, f&oor plan, and their north or front facades were similar. 

Bldg. No. 5 also appears to have been utilized during most of its 

existance as a drinking house or tavern, as was the case with Bldg. 7. 

Bldg. No. 5, in 1856-57, was a two and one half story brick and 
stone structure with a slate-covered gable roof, but unlike Bldg. 7, it 
lacked a cellar. Bldg. No. 5 fronted 24 feet 2 inches on the new street 
that was later knm,n:1 as Potomac Street and was 20 feet 2 inches deep. 
The first story walls were of stone and the upper story and a half of 
brick. There was a small end chimney centered in the north and south 

gable ends of the house. The north or front elevation was divided 
into three bays. On the first story there was a center door with 
a window adorned with exterior louvered shutters in flanking bay. 
The center bay ot

0
Jp~ SjiCond story was occupied by a door with 

a small trans on" t,·q1:'opened out on to a small wooden porch or balcony. 
There was a window in each fla~ing bay and also one in the third story 
level that was centered over the door below. Second and third floor 
windows did not have shutters and all windows had six over six lights. 
Prior to 1861 a two-story brick ~ng with a sloping slate-pi-9i~r 
shed roof was added to the rear~ five room main house. Th~l2 f'eet 7 
inches Kide and 13 feet deep, had one room~" each £loo::-, so that 
Bldg. '.fo. 5 had a total of seven rooms by 1861. The first floor 
room in the wing had 2. fireplace. 



B. Chain of Title for Bldg. ~o. 5 o~Jager Lot 
~o. 16, 1751 to 1953: 

The lot that was to include the future si~ oi Bldg. :fo. 5.,. 
,:l,i 

uas a part of the 125 acre tract that Robert Harper, a millwright 

frorr. Pennsylvania, purchased from Lord Tho~as Fairfax on April 25, 
1 

1751. Harper died at Harpers Ferry in October 1782 and in his 

will he left the land that was to contain the future sites of Bldg. 

1' :: l,o. _;, the lower tmm of Harpers Ferry, and the u.::.;.l(J;i~'ka!_; Factory 

to his niece, Sarah Harper, who was then the wife of John \Jager, 
2 

Sr. and residing with her husband in Philadelphia. About 14 years 

later, on June 15,1796, John and "sara~iF'all of their Harper 

inheritance, except for six and 3/4 acres retai cd in Phat became 

known as the Wager Six Acre Reservation and '"'""SI!!''•"' Ferry Lot, to the 
3 

United States Governc~ent for$ 7,016.66. The Federal Government 

was acquiring ~his land for the purt,~U~f erecting an Armory and 

Arsenal at Harpers Ferry. 

The future site of Bldg. No. 5 was located in the Wager Six 

Acre Reservation, w~with the Ferry Lot, remained the property of 

the Wager family from 1796 to 1836. The only available private land 

on which mercantile stores and shops could be built in this sea of 

Federally-owned property, the Wager land increased in value as the Armory 

and the population 0£ the town expanded with the passage of time. The 

Wager heirs refused to sell any of their land, but leased it out at 

high ground rents to merchants who further agreed to erect buildings 

as a part of securing a leasehold. These costs were passed on to the ArCTory 

1.Y. Fairfax deed for 125 acres to Robert Harper, April 25,1751, in Northern 
Neck~~Grant Book No. 6, p. 496, i~ Virginia State Library, Rich.~ond, Va. 

2. Last will of Robert Harper of Berkeley County, Va., dated 26 September 1782, 
probabted in Berkeley County, Va., on October 15,1782. Copy of will in 
Office of the Judge Advocate General, Military Reservation Division, West 
Virginia Reservation File, Box 41, ~fational Archives Record Group No. 153, 
~ashington, D.C. 
3. Copy of \,arranty Deed of John ':lager,et ux, :Serlt.eley County,Va., to t:ie 
United States, June 15,1796, National Arcjives Jecori Group 121, ?ublic 
Juil~in~s Service. Zntrv 75. ~as~in?ton. ~.r. 



,,:,r:<.i-nen in the for2 of very h:..gh pirces charged for goods. 

Qn€.:,::: the three ·,fag er heirs, James 3. \Jager, howeve:::-, overextended 

hi:nself in his i:inancial ventures and, on July 7, 1834, was thro,m into 

prison fo:- debt. r!e was forced to oe~are bankruptcy. On April 2,1835, 

the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginia, 

appointed cor:u.nissioners "to lay off and divide into three equal lots and 

parcels, the real estate at Harper's Ferry which descended to James B. 

Hager, Gerard B. Wager, and Sally Ann Wager, now Sally Ann Swayne, the 
. 4 

wife of Noah H. Swayne, from their father John Wager (Jr;'), deceased." - -
The commissioners sut,divided the Six Acre Reservation and the Ferry Lot, 

totsether with the buildings on this land, into 56 numbered le.ts. On October 

10, 1835, the Circuit Court divided the lots and structures eqaally among the 

three \;ager heirs. Aniong the lots allotted to "Sally Ann Swayne, the 

''Lot No. 16" , which was to be the 
5 

future sites of Park Bldgs. No. 5 and 16. Wager Lot No. 16 fronted 

32 feet on the north side of High Street,ran about 12ifeet along the 

east propety line to a 15-foot wide alley on the north, fronted 32 feet 
south 

on this alley, and then ran about tJi; fee~along the west lot line to 

High Street. Bldg. No. 16 was to be erected on the south end of the lot, 

fronting on High Street, and Bldg. No. 5 was to be constructed on the 

north end of Lot. 16, fron~ing on the narrow alley which separated the 

Hager Six Acre~ Reservation lot from the U.S • • e\ Factoyy public land, 

---····--·------------------~-------
4. Gibson,etc. vs. Wager etc, Decree, in Deed Book 29, pp.140- 141, 
Registry of Deeds, Jefferson V County Courthouse, Charles Town, w. Va. 
Henceforth all deed books mentioned are located in the Jefferson County 

Court House unless otherwise specified. 
5. Ibid. The 1835 Plat- prepared for the commissioners and entitled 

"The wager Six Acre Reservation, dra1-m by James )1. 3rown, S.G.C,
11 

is 
located in Deed Book 29, at p. 140. 



The future site of Bldg. ~o. 5, on the north end of Lot 16, 

,,as vace.nt in 1835-1838( See ~,ap No, 1, 1835 anc Lap ::;o. 2, 1837-.'.31;';), 

1:02.h :-:aynes Swayne (180Lf-188.4) was the U.S. District Attorney 

fo:. Ohio during the yearf 1831 to 1841. rte had married Sarah Ann 

,Vct~er of Harper~ Ferry in 1832 and they were inow residing in 

Columbus. She owned slaves, but, sharing her husbandt~ views on 

the evils of slavery, she emancipated them. The Swaynes: etained 

title to most of the lots that Hrs. Swayne received on October 10, 

1835,and leased it out, operating as absentee landlords, while living 
6 

in Ohio. 

On September 7, 1837 ,Noah H. Swayne lease4·Jager Lot No. 16C and 

also adjacent Wager Lot No. 17, to John Wilson, a Harper's Ferry r:ierchant, 

for 10 years,effective April 1,1838, at an annual rent of $ 140. 

Wilson furth(r ag';p:-eed to erect one or more brick or stone houses 
7 

on the lot prior to April 1,1843. 

consent of John G. Wilson,who had apparently decided he did not need 

so much land, Noah H. Swayne leased Wager Lot No. 16 to Frederick 

A Roeder, a confectioner or baker, for a period of 24 years at an 

annual rent of $ 70.00, This lease also 
8 

~contained a clause 

calling upon Roeder to build on Lot 16 •. Roeder C!,,~ 

and on September 13, 1847 he was able to purchase Wager ~ot No. 16 

6. Dictionarv of A.i~erican Biography, XVIII,pp.239-240. Taking a high 
rank at the Ohio bar, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Noah H-. Swayne 
an ustice of the U.S. Supreme Cou±t on January 21,1862, a position that 

Sway:i.e held until January 25,1881, when he reired at the age of 76. 
7, Lease, Swayne to 'i-7ilson, September 7,1837, in Deed Book 22, 
pp.340-341. 

8.Swayne to Roeder, Lease, January 29,1844, Deed Book 27, pp.102-103; 
and Swayne and wilson, Agreement, January 29, 1844, Deed Book 27,p.103. 



=ro::-. :~oaf'~ and Sc.re.~~ s~-ayne for$ i.,156.66. 

Roeder ne:-~t p1.:rci::asc.:: ·,;ager :Lot 
10 

$ l,l66,6S fort~~ land. 

High Street and the alley below to G4 fee·. 

anuary 2, 1343, 

;:;,,&.yne::., again paying 

In t}1e mid 18!+0 1 s, :,:aj or John Sym:'cnL _.,.i1, Superintendent of 

the Harper's Ferry Arr.10ry, lau~chec. a program tc 3.cquire the \,ager Six 

Acre ::~eservation Lots from 1,o. 16 we.st to L-~c '2, 33, and 34 (See Hap 

3) which fronted di::'.'ectly on the 15-foot ,d.c __ J.ley that ran between 

the north boundary line of the Six Acre Reservation and the south property 

line of the G • .S. Mukket Factory. The Six A:re land was jammed with 

houses Jstable.s, and shops, many of them bu:Ut of wood and hence 

highly fla~able. Filth and refus .=rom this area also 

poured down the hill when it rained and flowed :ito the U.S. Armory Canal. 

Syr:1ington wished to purchase some or all of tl: e lots, demolisJ.i;, the 

buildings ... t­l...na~ fronted on the n2.rrow alley anc' ic:,prove that lane into 

a 40 foot wide street. This would create an e .. :::ective fire break , 

and with the deraolition of the privately owned wooden structur~ would 

greatly •.• ~-,lessen the dan:;er of fire t•:' ~he 6r0at Musket Factory 

1rnrlvhop$1 Synington submitted a detailec: nap shm;,ing the land ;;,ith 

the buildings on it that was wanted, together :I~~ a detailed description 

of these improvements, with estir.:iates of ti1e ~:jces the land and buildings 

could be purchased The Superintendent .. s~ed Congress to 
9. Deed of B &. S. ,Swayne to Roeder, Sept, 13,,·c..7, Deed Book 29,pp. 

303-304. 
10. Deed of B.&.s., Swayne to Roeder, Janua,:y 2,18,:,.,, Deed Book 2.9,pp.304-305. 



11. 
ap~ropriate $ 50,261.0C to carry out this program. Congress 

appropriated the requested$ 50,261.00 to acquire this land with 
12 

thei:c improveoents on August 8,1846. Symington began implementing 
,1.1 

the land acquisition programAJune 1847 and on June 6,1848, 

Frederick A. Roeder sold the north ends of Lots 16 and 17, two 

vacant pieces of ground, each fronting 32 feet on the narrow alley 

and 25 feet deep, to the United States Government for$ 237.00 each, 
13 

!ftal<'Lng a grand total of $ 574.00 received. ., By 1849, the ~ ,loot 

alfoy from the north end of Wager Lot No. 15, subdivision 4, west 
. ~ lj 

to Wager Lot 34 had been widened and improved into a 40 foot 

wide street, as had been proposed by Symington in 1844. 

P1:ior to ':.his, on November 2,1847, Frederick A. Roeder -----.. 

purchased Park Bldg. No. 7, then a one-story stone warehouse 

, with cellar and slate roof, measuring 24 by 40 feet si~e 
14 

and erected in 1838-39, from William Anderson for$ 1,000. 

This structure, located to the east of Wager Lot 16 also fronted 

on the 15-foot wide alley and occupied a 24 foot wide by 45 foot 
eei' ·on 

wide 

deep lot portions of Subdivisions No. 2 and 4 of Wager 

Lot. 15. Perhaps utilizing the$ 574 received from the 

United States in June 1848, Roeder, probably in 1848 br 1849, 

added a second stone story and a half to his ware:1ouse, which was 

11. Eajor john Symington to Lt.Col. George Talcott,Ordnance Department, 
December 12,1844, with Schedules A and B, descri-bing lots, improvements 
thereon, and probable prices for land and buildings, published in 
Serial No. 464, Document No. 43, House of Repres~ntatives,~ Executive 

Documents, Vol. 2, 28th Congress, 2nd Session, 1844-45. 
12~ U.S. Statues at Large, Vol. IX, p. 69. This money was included 

in a total appropriation of$ 128,361.00 for perman~nt i~provernents 
at tbe National Armory at Harper's Ferry. Also see Map Ko. 3. 

''13. Deed of B. &. S, June 8,1848, Roeder to U.S., Deed Book 30, pp. 230-231. 
14. Deed of B & s., November 2,1847, Anderson to Roeder,Deed Book 29,p.240. 



7 
utilized as a" drinking house" known as "White Hall", also as a 

warehouse, and living quarters were located on the upper floors • 
..... ..,,./;,\\,,t~" 

~ ~1.t 
In the 1850' s Armory Superintendent Benj amdm !:iuger recorru'"'.lended 

that the U.S. Government purchase Wager Lots No. 13 and 15, Subdivisions 

1, 2, andf, with the buildings standing on this land, for the purpose . 
of widening the 15 foot-wide alley that still ran between the north 

boundary lines of these Six Acre Reservation lots and the U.S. Musket 

Factory property line, into a 40 foot wide street, thus completing the 

project begun by Symington in 1848. The new street,which was to be first 

called North Cliff Street and later Potomac Street, would thus 
all the way 

be 40 feet wide from its junction with Shenandoah Street/west to tht(, 

junction with the count7 road. Huger also proposed that Wager Lot 17 

be purchased and turned into a cross street running from Cliff Street 
15 

up to High Street. 

On February 13,1856, Frederick A. Roeder sold a 24 feet wide 

by 25 foot deep portion of his Bldg. 7 lot, including the front or 

north half( 24 feet wide by 20 foot deep) of Bldg. 7, to the United 
16 

States for$ 1,700.00. The Armory demolished their portion of the 

structure and made the lot into a street. This left Roeder with 

one-half of a two and one-half story stone structure, 24 by 20 feet 
dwelling, 

in size, present Bldg. No. 7, for his use as a tavern,and warehous~'e-. 
I\ l 

15. Huger to Col. Henry K. Craig, Ordnance Department, July 17,1852, 
National Archives Record Group No. 156, Records of the Office of the 
Chief of Ordnance. Copies of correspondence on Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park Microfilm ii.eel 26, Vol. 4, p. 331.. 

16. Deed of B. &. s.,Feb.13,1856, Deed Book 35,pp.299-300. 



Roeder charget $ 700 for the land and$ 1,000 so that he 

coulc re?lace the demolished portion o~ his Bldg. 7 drinkin6 house. 

o~ Au;ust 26,1856, Roeder sold 28 feet six inches of the 
also ON 

or::.6iu.al 32 foot wide frontage on High Street and
1
11the new Clif~treet 

o:f ~,,7ager Lot 1-;o. 17 :7 
I\ to the United States Government for$ 1,166.66. ~etaining title to 

the remaining 3\ foot frontage of Lot 17, Roeder added this to his 

Lot 16, thus increasing the original frontage of Lot 16 from 32 feet 

to its present size of 35 feet 2½ inches. On August 26, 1856, 

the U.S. Government also purchased the leasehold. of John G. Wilson 

to Wager Lot 17, including Wilson's 30 by 60foot one story frame 
18 

stable which stood on this lot, for$ 300. The Armory chen 

demolished Wilson's stable and converted Lot 17 into a street as it 

still is today. Wager Lot 16 thus assumed its present size in August 

1856. 

~ager Lot 16, with Bldgs. No. 5 and 16, and also adjacent 

Park Bldg. No. 7, remained the property of Frederick A. Roeder and 

his heirs until after the Civil War. 

On January 3,1881, Roeder's heirs sold Wager Lot 16, including 

Park Bldgs. No. 5 and 16, to Brigdet•-~
0

~ 

19 
Boerley (or Burle>.; and 

later Burleigh), for$ 1,000. 
family 

of the 3urleigPA from 1881 to 

The property remained in the hands 

1952, passing from Brigdet to her 

two c:1ildren: Thomas J, Burleigh and Elizabeth Burley Hagen to 

17. Deed of 3 & s. Roeder to the U.S., August 26, 1856, Deed Book 36,pp.135-
136. 

18. Deed of B & s., Wilson to the U.S. August 26,1856, Deed Book 36,p. 133. 
19. Deed of B & S., Roeder heirs to Brigdet Burley, January 3,1881, 

0eed Book I, P• 104. The Roeder Heirs sold Park Bldg. No. 5 to 
Charles L. Hopwood on Hay 12, 1874 for $ 321.43, Deed of B. & S., 

Deed Book B, pp. 153-154. 



:;ar;' :)clores 3urleigh ,who acquired full titlefroo all 
20 

the ot~er Burley heirs in 1951. On December 12, 1952, 

Hary D. Burleigh sold Wager Lot 16 with Park Bldg •• No. 5 and 

16 to the State of West Virginia for about $ 6,000. 

The deed described the bounds of Lot 16 as follows: 

Located on the east side of High Street and south side 
of the connecting street between High and Potomac Streets:-then east 

101.75 feet to a point on Potomac Street, then south 35.5 feet, 
then west 106 feet to a point on High Street, then north 34.26 

feet with High Street to the point of beginning. 21. 

On December 19,1953, the State of West Virginia donated Wager 

Lot lio. 16, ~t~ "Bldgs. No. 5 and 16, to the United States Government 
22 

to be included in Harpers Ferry National Monument. 

20. Deed of B. &. s., October 24,1951, Thomas J. HcQuade to Mary D. 
Burleigh, Deed Bool 186,p.302. Thomas J. McQuade was the grandson 
of Elizabeth ~urley Hagen. 

21. Deed of B & s., December 12,1952, Nary D. Burleigh to w.va., 
Deed Book 190, p. 508. The price is not given in the deed. 

22. Deed of B & s., Dece;nber 19, 1953, W. Va. to U.S., Deed Book 199,p.41. 



}O 
C. Construction of Blda. No. 5 

The 1,1ap entitled "Sketch No. 2, Shewing two practicable locations 

for the Balta. & O~io R, Rd, through the Village of Harper's Ferry, 

Scale 100 feet= one inch," (See Nap No, 2), reveals that there was 

no structure located on the future site of Bldg. No. 5 in 1837-38, 
1 

t::-ie date when this map was drawn. 

;~s has been nentioned , Noah H. Swayne leased Hager Lots No. 

16 and 17, then vacant lots, to John G. wilson for 10 years from the 
2 

first of April 1,1838. 
l"'-\ 

On January ,{Z,, 1844, Wilson, a Harper's Ferry 

rnerch:;nt, surrendered his leasehold to wager Loi.: No. 16 and Swayne 

imr.:iediately leased Lot 16 to Frederick A. Roeder, a Harper's Ferry 
3 

confectioner or baker, for 24 years at an annual rent of$ 70.00. 

Item No, IV of the Swayne-Wilson lease of 1837 contained the 

the following clause: 

"The said party of the second part (John G. Wilso}!i within{ 
five vears from the said first day of April (I83§). next shall erect~-" . _. 

on said Lots (l6 and 11) a house or houses of brick or stone covering 
the entire front of said lots ( except enough for one, two or three 
alleys which Ii.lay be left or ..v'ot at the option of said Wilson) at least 

two stories high & ,;:ith the walls of sufficient thickness to sustain 
another story... 4 

Roeder's lease of 1844 for Wager Lot No. 16 also contained 

a provision that near the termination of the 24 year lease 11 the improve­

ments now on said premises & those hereafter placed on the premises 

by the party of the second part C Roede!l ,shall be appraised ••• 
I( 

1. Ordnance Office Drawer No. 6. Portfolio 1, l;o. 5- :~ational Archives. 
There is no date on the map, but the plan was one of several that 
were prepared and accompanied an agreement for a .f'right of way 
through the U.S. ~ukset Factory Yard, signed by the Secretary of iZar 
and the President of the B. &. O. R.R. on November 3,1838. 

2. Lease, Swayne to Wilson, September 7,1837, Deed Book 22,pp.34C-341. 
3. Lease, Swayne to Roeder, Januay 29,1844, Deed Book 27,pp. 102-103. 

Agreement, Swayne and Hilson, Jan. 29,1844, Deed Book 27,p.103. 
4. Deed Boo~ 22, pp.340. 



s 
b:r C-:isir..terestec. ;::iarties and paid for by Hoah H Swayne. 

Ee.jor .:;-ohr_ Syr,&ngton's"Hap of the r~elative Position of the 

::leserud Land & Public 1;orks at Harpers Ferry, Va. -1844!.! prepared in 

Nover:-:~er 18~4 to accompany his letter of December 12, 1844 to Lt. Col. 

George Talcott (See Kap No. 3) shov{)the exact state of the improveraents 

on 'i·;ager Lots 16 and 17 and his Schedule A provides the following 

description of the structures located on._.,~~,· 

the northern or lower ends of those two lots, fronting on the 15-foot 

wide alley. 

Lot No. 16 -Owner of Ground-1'.rs. Swayne. Owner of Building 

Description of Bldg.: A large wooden stable, 60 b} 30 feet and loft above. 
6 

Price of ground$ 182; Price of Bldg. $ 218. Total(estimated) $ 400. 

Lot. rfo. 17: 0--w"Tier of Ground; Hrs. Swayne; Owner of Bldg.-John G. 

Wilson. Description of Bldg.• A small wooden house 16 by 14 feet,one 
t 

story. 
7 

$ 200. 

Price of Ground: $ 182; price of bldg. $ 18, Total(es;mated) 

Also shmm on, the southern end of Lot 16, fronting on High 

Ir 

Street, is Park Bldg. No. 16 in the first stages of its architectural 

evolution. The building, however, was not described in Schedule A because 

11ajor Symington did not plan to acquire that end of the lot. 

The deeds of Roeder and Wilson, selling parts of Lots 16 and 

17 to the United States Government in 1856, indicate that the large stable 

5. Lease, Swayne to Roeder, Jan. 29,1844. Deed Book 27, pp. 102-103. 
6. Serial No. 464. Document 43, p. 9, Scheduale A. 
7. Ibid. 



t;i ~:~ loft :.-.a~ 'been erec t.e(: by and belor..3ed to John G. · :ilson. 

~E receive~$ 300 for the structure and his lease fron the U.S. in 

/ 85 6. 

each 

The deeds for the sale of the north ends of Lots 16 and 17, 

1 ' ' 32 feet wide and 25 deep, for $ 237 each to the U .s. 

in June 1848, indicate that these pieces of ground were vacant at 

that cate. It thus appear pro·bable that John G. Wilson's stable 

was disrr.antled from its fp~t.rl:'lln the north end of Lot 16 and 
-~~H""" 

( 

r7erec ted on the south(High Street) end of Wager Lot 17( to which 

Wilson also retained a leasehold) in 1848. The small wooden 

house on the north end of Lot 17 also could have been easily 

take down or removed intact back(south) 25 feet on L.).: 17, so as 

the clear its original site for 

The new south end of Lot 16 
wide 

use as the new street. 
1848 

from~,f1jto 1856, after the ne·w 

40 foot Atreet had been built, thus appears to have been vacant 

land, or the site only of minor outbuildings. 

184 Frederick A. Roeder, 

as has been mentioned, purchased William Anderson's one-story 

24 by 40 foot stone warehouse for $ 1,000 and in 1848-49 t!a.o~ei a 

stone story and a half to the original strucn£re. This enlarged 

building,which fronted on the 15-foot wide alley, was used by 

Roeder from 1848 to 1856 as a drinking house kno"v<-rn as White Hall, 

with a dwelling on the upper floors, and also as his warehouse for 

his bakery operations. 

In 1856, again as has been note, the United States purchased 

the front or northern half of Roeder'~avern(Bldg. No. 7))a section 

24 feet wide by 20 feet deep , from the baker for$ 1,700. The 

Federal Governiuent then demolished that front half in orcier to 

widen Potomac Street to 40 feet at that point. 



)3 

I-::i. t:.1e negotiations leading up to this acquisition, Col. Benjamin Euger, 

Superintendent of the U.S. ,\.rmory, informed the Ord rnance Department t:1at 

1.Zoeder wanted $ 700 for the land to be sold anrl $ 1,000 to "replace" 
8 

t~e half of his 2½ story stone structure that would be demolished. 

Lldg. No. 5, which is located on the north end of Lot 16, 

fronting on the new 40-foot wide street, thus appears to lave been 

constructec by Frederick A. Roeder as a replacement for the space 

lost by the de::iolition of one-half of his Bldg. l:;o. 7. This theory 

is strongily supported by measured drawings of the bullding , namely 

Dra,dngs No NH-HF- 3057, "The Burleigh Store, five sheets, dated 

August 16, 1956. These planS reveal that main portion of the two and 

one-half story stone and brick house fronted 24 feet two inches on 

Potomac Street and was 20 feet two inches deep. In other words, 

the construction of the main portion of Bldg. No. 5, probably in the 

surrt:D.er of 1856 or 1857, provided almost exactly the same amount of 

space that was lost by the demolition ·of one half of Bldg. 7., which 

also had to have a new north or front elevation construction in 1856. 

Furthermore, the early Historical Photographs(HF- 55, HF- 379; 

and HF-100, which will be discussed in some detail later) suggesti" .. ' 

the north or front elevations of Bldgs. No. 7 and 5, both probably 

built in 1856, were almost identical! 

It thus appears most probable that Bldg. No. 5 was erected in 

S. Huger to Col. Henry K. Craig, Chief of Ordnance, Jly July 17,1852, 
HFNHP Reel 26, V. 4, p.331. 



., 
• f • 

3ldg. ~o. J never ~a~ a cellar. 3ldg. n, ~ fronted 24 feet 2 inches 

on Potomac Street anc was 20 feet 2 inches~ The first story stone 

walls of Bldg. 5 were one :e:et seven inches :1.ick anc were possibly 

constructec o:: stone salv2.ge,; ,:rorr.. the d"- 1 · qhed portion of Bldg. 1:0. 7 • 

The walls of be two uppEr floors of Bldg. .::re construe ted of bric]:. 

The , '. ee.s t and we& t sic;e Falls are one foot two inches thick and the 

front and rear walls are 9\ inches thick. 

Like i3lc1g. lfo. 7, i3ld0 • 5 had small chimneys centered in the 

front and rear gable end walls. The fen~st ~~ion of of the north 

(front) elevations of I\ldgs. No. 5 and 7 als ~-;,ere almost identical. 

:Sa.ch ,-:-as divided into three bays. On the f ~st story there was a 

wide door located in the center bay and one -indow in each of the 

flanking bays. In the second story there. 0 • ib ')Ile difference, 

~lds lfo., 7 had three windows, hut Bldg. 5 a door with a sr.iall transon 
abo~opened out on to a small 

~.._,:-- wooden porch or balcony in the center ba:· and a :lanking window 

L either side. Like Bldg. 7 1 Bldg. No. 5 had one ,;indow in the 

third story level, centered un the end ch~-~y. Like Bldg. 7, the 

Kindows in Bldg. 5 has six over six lig~~i::E, By 1889, the :first stone 

story of Bldg. 5, on the north or fDont ele~:tion, was "painted 

white(See HF- 100). The second p.n d 
'··· 

d story brick walls 

I ~-'"> 
of Bldg. No. 5 /\;ere unpain':ec during the per~ )d 1865 to 1889. 

(See Photos HF- 379, a11d I!?- lOC;. 



~ l ) 

The first-story winddw.Son the front elevation of Bldg. 

No. S, like those of Bldg. 7, were adorned with exterior louvered 

t 
shutters (See HF- 100). The eaves of the the easi and west side 

'¼,,.-

elevations of Bldg. 5 were marked by corbelled brick cornices. 

The three opening5in the second story of the facade were 

topped by ~lat brick arches. 

The first floor of the main house of Bldg. 5 , like ~ldg. 

7, probably consisted of one large room that could be use as a 

tavern, a store, or a warehouse. The--upper floors, intended 

for use as a owelling, again like Bldg. No. 7, probably had two 

rooms on each level. 

At some undetermined date after 1856-57)when the main portion 

of Bldg. 5 was erected, but prior to 1861, a two-story brick 

wing with a sloping shed roof was added to the rear(south) elevation__) 

near the southeast( left) corner. The wing, 12 feet 7 inches wide 

and 13 feet deep, contained one room on each floor. The first floor 

room in the wing, which contains a fireplace, may have served as 

the kitchen, and the rooms above perhaps as a bedroom. Windows in 

the wing had six over six lights and were topped by flat brick 

arches. The roof of the wing, like that of the main house, was 

covered with slate. 

In testimony given in 1902, the children of Frederick 

A. Roeder stated that Bldg. No. 5 contained seven rooms( in contrast 

to five in Bldg. 5) in 1861, thus suggesting that the brick 
:, .... -:l be;inning 9 

,dng had been addec to Bldg.lJ'prior to the ~i;.i ,. of thE: Civil 'iiar. 

9. National Archives Record Group 123, U.S. Court of Claims, JC Claim 
(Congressional Jurisdiction) No. 11803. Claims of Frederick A. Roeder 
L 5tate against the U.S., 1873-1906, Fderal Federal Record Center, 

uitland Haryland. See Appendix I, for statements of I{~er heirs. 



lb 

T~e facades of Bldg. No. 5 and 7, little altereo :rom their 

be seen in Photo HF-96, pre-Civil War ap~ranceJare still to 

wt:ich was taken in the period 1896 to 1901. :~p No.5- The Sanborn 

C:or.1pany Insurance iv, ~ Hap of Harpers Ferry, dated September 

1907, reveals that the one-story covered porches that were to 

be added to the first stories of Bldgs, No. 5 and 7 had not 

yet been erected by that date. For these porc1i..3s, which w!h-e 

built in the first decade of the 20th century, see Figure 34 
Archeologist 

on page of 50 of David Hardgrave Hannah"s "Archeological 

:t:xca'bations on Virginius ls land, Harpers Ferry National !Us toric 

Park, 1966 - 1968 ( Harpers Ferry Job Corps Civilian Conservation 
10 

Center, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, March 1969), 

Par:;: Ihotos, !JHF-196 and NHF- 843, taken 1955-56, show 

the 20th century one-story porch on the front of Bldg. 7; the similar 

porch on Bldg. 5 is missing, but structural evidence visible on 

the facade documents the fact that such a porch had once existed. 

The Inventory of Buildings, prepared by Henry C. Edwards and 

John Tt Willett in 1955, to accompany the Architectural Base Map of 

Harpers Ferry, Drawing No. NH - HF - 3055, offers the following 

information on the state of Bldg. No. 5: Type: Store; Date- B.1847 

(actually 1356' ._, . .:;:...; Built by: No of stories 2½, 1 story 

wood shed<k reau, Square feet per floor- 649 plus 200 in shed. 

10. This photo, doN'ated by the Jank of Charles Town, Charles Town, 
\:.va,, was dated by the bank as taken in 1893, but the actual date 
had to be after 1901 and probably 1907__,for the following reasons: 
1st. ';:'he Cat:iolic Church, on which remodellin}work began in 1896 , 
is completely remodelled in this view. 2nd. Bldg. ifo, 3, whicL wc:s 
erected after 1901 and be~ore 1907 is visible in this picture; and 

3rd. ~he Sanborn Com;,any Insurance Map of Septerr,ber 1907 indicates 
that• 'neither Bldgs. 5 or 7 had had front wooden porches added 

to their facades as of that date. 



)t 

Cost to ·1.:. Va. $ 200 pbs $ 5,800 for Bldg. lfo.16. Ccncition: 
~ 

' 1~~ - -i-i- , ~ CJ(,JJ. • " .c , ri , .3spteeoe:: ':1..,J: 1• looc. ca;:i.age, t\'terioration .,_roi::l neg.,_ect. n.eraart,S 

3elo:i:;ed to Burleigh .!:"aoily before Civil ·v:arQncorrect- since 

16317") Sold to Frederick Roeder,1847. Unused since 1918. 



D. Tjs rse o= 3ld;. 5, Roeder;'s Store,1856-1953 

Con=ectioners, bakers, and tavern keepers did not find 

it necessary to advertise their business in the newspaperE 

so that t:-iere is no docunentary evidence available on just how 
utilitized 

Bldg. No. 5 was during the period 1856 to 1861. 

rroeder's children, in state~ents made in 1902, indicated that 
out 

tieir father had rented Bldg. 5 for$ 1A. a month prior to 
1 

the C~il lJar. Fron the design and location of Bldg. 5 

it could be used as a tavern, store, or warehouse on the 

first floor, and as a residence on the upper floors. From 

its location close to the entrance to the U.S. Musket Factory, 

Bldg. 5 may well have been used, as was Bldg. No. 7, as another 

II , • , • lh II ar in,:int .ous e. 

On Ap~f 1 lf, 1861, Conf euera te troops ~zed the National 

Armory at Harpers Ferry and held the town until June 15, when 

after destroying all the Armory buildings they could and removing 

all of the machinery possible, the Confederate Army under the 

cor:rrnanC: of Gene-;::-al Joseph E. Johnson evacuated the tmm. 

Confederate skirminishers, however, kept moving in and out of 

Harpers Ferry in the weeks that followed. A Union Army under 

conmand of l·:aj or General Robert' Patterson invaded 
·~ 

Virginia on July 2, 1861, crossing the Potomac at Wiliiansport, 

Naryland. A Union force comprised of the 1st New Hampshire, 

1st Pennsylvania, and 9th New York regiments, under the 

l. See A?pendix I, Statement of James R. Roeder, September 5,1902. 



c.o::1r:1anc of Col. Stone, occupied Sandy :fook, lld., opposite to 

!D 
l 7 

!!arpers Ferry a~out tte t~e same time as Patterson moved into Virginia. 

Cn Jul;,' L;, at about 4 p.o., the picket guarC: of the 9th ~;ew Yor:(, 

under command of Lieutenant Galbrait1:f Co. E., was fired upon by 

rebels hidding in the ruins of the Musket Factory, and posted behind 

t~e iron treatle work and bridge abutments of the B. & O. railroad 

on the Virginia side of the Potomac. Fearing that the rebels wpuld 

attempt a crossing, Lieutenant Galbraith called for re-enforcements, 

Conpanies !., C, and a detail of 16 men from Company G, proceeded under 

the command orfaajor Atterbury to the ruined B, &. O. Potomac bridge. 

J 
The fi,~ing last('.',about half an hour wh2n the Federals retmred, as their 

antiquated smooth-bore muskets proved no match for the later model 

rifles and rifled"'Duskets of the Confederates. One Union soldier was 
~ \,\./5{.l.l>.. 

mortal:y wounded, four moreAwounded in lesser degrees. 

During this inital skirminish of the Civil War at Harper's Ferry, 

the first civilian casualties were experience. A shoemaker of Harpers 

Ferry, named Harding, who was on a spree, needlessly exposed himself, 

anc: received a dangerous -woutt:f as a consequence of his foolhardiness. 

That same evening, when the fight was over, a straggler from a 

Pennsylvania r\.egiment, celebrating the Fourth of July at Sandy Hook, fired 

a random shot across the Potomac, intent upon killing some If -: 1 aamnec 

rebel." His bullet glanced off the brick end~ of Isaac Fouke's Hotel, 
'Y 

the former Wager House or U.S. Hotel, located on Wager Lots 6, 7, and 8, 

ane struck Mr. Frederick A. Roeder, a prominent citizen of Harpers Ferry, 

i?no happened to be coming around the corner of the building, at that 

fateful moment. Roeder reached his home, Park Bldg. No. 16, unassisted 



and s::-iortly thereafter died fror.:i the wound which had ripped open 
He was 51 years old. 

his groin. 1, Ironically enough, Roeder was a strong suppeirte:r- of the 
2 

Gnion cause. 

1861, 

16. 

Roeder's wife, Anna Haria, had died in her 41st year on Narch 23, 
. -

-· t-1'2'" C 

and with his death on July 4, ,({~;/left six minor children aged two to 
d4v~J..,-t:c-r J 

Roeder' s 18 year old lfary L. Roeder, who had recently married, 
A. 

and her 25 year old husband, John J. ,Zern, took charge of the six 

orphens and fled for safety to Maryland, living at Middleto-wn and 

Frederick during the remainder of 1861. On their departure,the citizens 

cJ 
of Harpers Ferry and the roving soldiers of both armies loot Roeder's 

property, furnishings and papers from Bldgs. No. 5, 7, and 16. 

On Sunday, July 21, the day that the First Battle of Hanasses was 

fought, Patterson, ·~ retreated from Charles Town to Harpers 

Ferry and established his headquarters in the residence of the Armory 
h,... 

Superintendent, /\Armory Dwetling No. 25, on Camp Hill. 
i-vlLS 

The wholesale mustering out of Patterson's command, whic1½comprised 

chiefly of voluntee:o who had enlisted for three months service, had 

already commenced. "$/ July 21, five regiments left, four more on the 
~ -J~ ;i.}J" 

22, and so on. His command of 

about five or six thousands men. 

discharged himself on July 25. 

14,344 men was reduced by July 29 to 
I\, 

The 70-year old Patterson was 

Major General Nathaniel P. Banks 

2. For detailed study of the first year of the Civil War at Harpers Ferry~ 
Sullivan. Arthur L., "Harpers Ferry, April 18- December 31,1861, A 
Casualty of 'War,"(KPS typescript, Harpers Ferry National Monument, 
February 17,1960), pp.61- 65. For death of Roeder, also see 

Barry, Joseph, The Strange Story of Harper's Ferrv(lst printing 1903, 
7th Printing Shephercisto~, i{.Va., 1974),pp.106-108. 



too~~ c orrr.1anG of this rec:': uc e·2 a:-rT1y on July r: ~ Long-terw enlistees 

no,,7 j.._.oineC: .3anks 1 s ::orce u;:itil by August 6, he had alr:iost 12,000 nen. 

Convinced ~owever, t~at 20,000 cen were necessary to defen~ the military 
z:; 

posit~on of Harpers ?erry- that is, hold-,, fortifications on Bolivar, 

Loudoun, and 1-~aryland Heights, Banlu withdrew his arl.7l.y fror:i Harpers 

Ferry tc t:1e :: .arvlanG 
'-..../ - banl: of the Potomac,, on August 17, 1861 F:!:'or:i 

k:gust 18,1861 to k'ebruac:-y 25,1862, when the Union Army reoccup;:,ied 
3 

Harpers Ferry in force, the to,vn was virtually a no-man's land. 

On or about July 25, 1861 and until Narch 25,1862, the Roeder 

::hildren and John J. Kern were to charge in 1873, the Unio:c Arr.:iy under the 

cor::rrr,and of Hajor General Robert Patterson occupied and used the abandoned 

buildin6s of Frederick A. Roeder. John J. Kern, who was appointed 

administrator of the the Frederick A. Roeder Estate in 1863, 

stated in his claim against the United States Government for the 

Army use o:: these structure. That the Army "took possession shortly 
Col. 

after Er. Roeder was killed ••• " "They were all used by 3a:x:ter's 

(Philadelphia Fir';) Zouaves(three month volunteer troops). Bldgi No • 
.._ '--, ----- ..-

5 and 7 ~ad tbeir first floors used as stables and the upper floors 

were utilized to store hay and other stores. The Union Army used these 

two structures" off and on during the entire war." Kern further 

reported that the buildings were in good condition when the e.s. first 

took possession, and he(xrederick A. Roed€) always kept then in good 

repair. The}r ,~:r,=re in a bad condition when the U.S. left them. Tl1e 

3, Sullivan, "Earpers Ferry. April 18- December 31,1861-A Casualty of 
'/e.r, 11 pp.71-7S. Also Arthur L. Sullivan,"Harpers Ferry in the Civil 
War- 1862, "(i~PS typescript, Harpers Ferry National Monument, June 26, 

1962). 



"wind m,s :iad been ta!(en out -"nc' r! t r- 1 - remove""' o ,~arc1p :Ii 1 to 

quarters(?or the soldie~ 
--- t with. I guess it would ~ave =ost 

Y::: 1,000.00 at that time to ~'"Pstore t'.·1e f7Lre~) b · ld' ~ , - ~ \...:;~!_;:. •U_·J.Il;:?;SLOtne 

condition in which they were before the U.3. authorities used 
4 

the same. " Kern's remarks about dates in 1861 are not 

particularly accurate because, as has been mentioned, ~e flee to 

;·Jaryland. Kern, like his father-i.n-:..aw, ,,as also a strong l.;nion 

si..1pporter, and he returne.d to Har;?.::.rs Ferry ':-1ith ::is wi.fe and t:i.e 

sig Roeder children in March 1862, taking up resi~ence in :~dg. 16, 

while the Union Army, as :zernwrote later, continued to utilize.-' 

3lclgs. 
fl , - \) 

~fo. 5 and 7 off and on to the enc o.t t:1e war. The I{ern-

Joeder family contained to reside in Harpers ?erry entil 1865, 

except during sevet__Jll brief intervals ~hen Confederate troops 

again occupied Harpers Ferry an::i the f2.rdly f:)Und it ;,ise to retreat 

. _ _ The censuses of 1370 and 1380 reveal 
again into darylaad tor sarety. T~, T ., _ • , , 

Jvnn J. ~ern, coniect1.oner anc baKer 
his family of seven and JaDes :loegesr: <;nq .:ar::ily o:;_ f1;n.!r ,,e-;:,e livb.f 

In October 1873, acting as A~miniscrator or t~e Joeaer -
en ~,Jager Lot 16. ( ..... \.). 

~state, John J. Kern presented a cla1.ili against tne United States 

Government in the total amount of$ 504.00 £or t~e rent of 3ldgs. 

No. s, 7 and 16, during the perioc July 2.5,1351 to :rare:, 2.5,1352. 

For . · - ·· ., ~ Bldg.5 he requested: 
,Ji,,,,,._.,., ...... 'tw- .... 

"For :.lent of t,rn-story 3ricl{:IouseC,itlt se'ren rooos) 
on Potomac Street from July 25,1361 to ::a~ch 2.5,1362, 
at$ 12.00 per month •••••••••••••••••.•• $ 103.GO 5. 

on t~e railroad aad his 
na:l have 

::"acily :Je:-::a0s 
16. 

...) _,_,_:;;. -



Kern was ~o p=ess this cla~~ in t~e i~. :" "Jepartment, in 

-,~ 1873 to June 5,1906, 

C0u:ct 0£ Claios 

$ 320.'.)J Cr~ t'·"' t· ---t::: l $ ... it::. ... v ..... _ ::.ern ,:·c:s then 70 yee.rs 

old. The Roec'er te::.rs, :.1c;-;cver, c.ic: . ·.'.: .-e::._ive the $ 32'.) award 

until 10 years later, beca~se Congress 
d I cl IV K do 4(­

to appropriate the 

mon e y Aun'.: i l Harch L,,1')15, On Ja11uc:ry 1,1 

distributed eE follows: the lawyers an-
..,j • • ,, 4 

. · ,01.n1s tr a tors . , 

recei·ved a total of $ 114. 32 e.11d each 'J: ::he seven 
6 

,_;.- Roeder 

heirs . . ~ rec.ei·vec ~ 29.38. 

1881-1952: 

Cn Janua:-y 3,1281, as has be:en me:1.tioned, Acrdnistrator John 

J. Kern and the Roeder children sol_ 
Beerly 

No. 5 and 16, to Bric:get.(;_~~~~l'/t( who 

·.,a __ 2-- Lot 16, with :;:;ldgs. 

.s 
apr ars in history under the 

7 
al"l.~~-e~ of Beerly, Burley, a!ld Burlei6h) :c $ 1,000. Hrs. Beerly 

was the wi''; dow of Thomas Boer ly, . ~ Har?e s Ferry tavern keeper 
'----' 

who ·pas killed by the John Brown rail'er :.-:: October 17, 1859. 

Thomas Beerly and his wife, Bridget, we:·e both born in Ire land 

8 J 
in the year 1818. The historian J·_ pph Barry reportB that 

9 
Thomas was " a native of the County o.C Roscrn,:r.:non in Ireland." 

They had arrived in this country by 184!, fc~ their eldest child, 
10 

IIa:ry, was born at Harpers Ferry cu:;:-i:':.:- : ..:: year. 

6. The more detailed story of this 43 yea~ 1 :~ · e i6 narrated in 
Snell, Charles H., "Historic Structur-': ~-e;: 1Y::;_; \Jhite Hall Tavern, 

Bldg. No. 7, on SubdiYisions No. 2 and 4 :::::. .. :.ger Lot No. 15-
Histo::-ical Data, Harpers Ferry National i ::.stc~ical Park, west 

\ r; ry~ ~ ..... ( ,\-:- ..... t~ ,...,,.,...._ 1 r'aT"'\i-.; ~ 1 rr.:::i , _rt:> ..... n-c.., .... c. _._._1..__a_ -.J r'--'-c.;..L .£.-...am, 
ColoDao, April 1938),pp.18-20. 

7.Deed Book I, p.104. 
8. [,S. Census of ~~50, H?~HP Reel 
they were 32 years old anci born in 
9. Barry,_S~ran~e StoryJ p.84. 

10. Census o= lS:)(1 ls$ts h ry as si:~ 

Dec.ye:: Ser•·:.ce Center, Denver 

12 , ? " L·. ~-. 
Ir-- - _;.~= 

They both stc:ted that 

years oh and born in Va. 



3a::::-rv cescrib2s Joerly as "a man of great physical stren,:;th anc 

he was notec for courage. He measured about six feet in height and 
11 

ueighec about two hundred pounds." In 1850 Boerly listed 

his occupation in the census as" laborer" and he was probably 

employed at the U.S. Armory. He and Brigdet had two girls anc 

a boy, ranging in age from two to sb:. Surviving evidence suggests 

that Brigdet was probably the brains of the Beerly far:tily. 

At some date between 1850 and 1853 Thomas and @'t'Ji~!!i;.." 

Boerly opened a tavern on Wager Lot 56, Section Cina three­

story stone and brick house that fronted on the south side of 

::igh Street, leasing the lot and house from Gerard B. \Jager, 

one tl1e heirs of John 1Jager, Jr., --'1,'hey made money, for in Eoveober 

1853 Thomas was able to paid a total of$ 676 to purchase Wager 

Lotf:fo. 28 and :fo. 36 from the estate of Hartin Grace, a dec:::ased 
12 

tavern owner. In a deed of trust dated July 8,1854, Thomas 

Boerly put into trust to secure a loan "his household stuff and 

furniture and bar aNd bar fixtures" and he further noted that 

O"'~Yfl"''"'"'<lll""' <1,.flJtge~"; his wife," had been keeping a tavern boarding house out of 
I,, q 

which from her excellent care and labor considerable money was 
13 

made.n 

11~. Barry, Strange Story, 84,plus other details. 
12. Deed Book 39, p.477. 
13. deed of Trust,July 8,1854, Deed Book 34, pp. 134-136. 



The far..i.l~i continued to operate their taveriJ. at the Higl1 

Street stand fror::, 1850 to 1861. Barry narratis the death of. T:1or:ias 

";, little be::ore 7 o'clocl;:.,a.m. (.s;."1 October 17, 1859-c.uring 

t:-ie John Brown Ra~, Hr. Al' exander Kelly G blacksminth who resided 

in a house on \;ager Lot No. 25, High Streffi approachec the corner 

of High and Shenandoah Streets (.!?.z_ Bldg0 No. 11), armed with a shot­

gun, for the purpose of dischar~ing it at the invaders. No sooner did 

he turn the corner than two shots were fired at him and a bullet was 

sent through his hat. Immediately afterwards, Hr. Thomas Boerly 

·, -~··. · approached the same corner with the same purpose. He was a 

man of herculean strength and great personal courage. He discharged 

his gun at some of the enemy who was standing at the arsenal gate, 

when a shot was fired at him by one of the party who was crouching 

behind the arsenal fence. The bullet penetrated his groin, 
14 

inflicting a ghastly wound,9f which he died in a few hours." 

The census of 1860 revaals that Thomas left three children: 

Charles, 14; Elizabeth, 11; and Thomas, Jr., 8. His widow, 
if .. ,,.,. .• t; 

fi-U.ge~) listed her occupation as "Merchant", The value of her 

-real estate owned(_j-Jager Lots 28 and .'.?.§_) at $ 1,500, and the value of 
15 

her personal estate at$ 600. 

writing of the Boerly fa~ily in 1903, Historian Joseph 

it ~ -
Barry noted: His(,Tilomas Beerly, Sr's) youngest child Thomas, ~unior, 

14. Barry, Strange Story, 51-52. 
15. Census of 1860, Reel 12, p.195. 



T!st.i.11 resides at Harper's Ferr~,r and is quite a prominent 

C ~ .... " ,..,c.,... ( 1'e "as ....,a .. o~ _.. ~-"-·'-1..!.• .LJ. 1-.- L~J. V _ 
,.___ J 

of Earpers Ferry in 189]. He has inherited 

the ;reat bodily pm1ers and the many genial characteristics of his 

:::ather. The State o:: Virginia granted a sr.:i.all pension to the widm-; but, 
·t~ 

the~iYi..I) war breaking out shortly aftenva$ti, she received no 
~ 

benefit 

from the annuity until the restoration of peace, her claim was brought 

to the notice of the state authorities. From that time, until her 

0eath a few years age, she was paid punctually. Mr. CTJ:iomaj} Boer ly 
16 

(.i2 185]} kept a grocery store and was in very comfort.able ciircumstances." 

At the time of Thomas Boerly, Sr. 's death in October l.S59, however, 

"all the householcl stuff anfi furniture and bar and bar fixtures now in 

R 
t:-1e d,,elling house anc. tavern on :Iigh Street where said Boely 11c,t,,, .. ,,~.,,. 

16 17 

resi:::es" was in the name of his wife Bridget. ~-t,_i,,,~e total value 

of his personal estate in 1859, which included one small carriage and 
18 

one grey horse, was$ 455.00. 

In the great public auction of Armory lands that was held at 

Harpers Ferry in Deceraber 1869, when lot and buildings were sold 

at highly inflated prices, Bridget Boerly was the high bidder 

for Wager Lot No. 18, with its with three-story brick house, at 
19 

Wager Lot No. 29 at$ 80,00. 
also 

$ 2,600.00 and for vacant 
h. ,d 

After thinking it over, she apparently decided she had too 

h ., L .... 1 ~ ' D " 6 1869 ., ' t · 1 b ' rnuc Lor o~ .b anc;on ecemoer , JreLusec o s1~n aer one 

£or the property. The lot thus reverted to the U.S. Government, 

16. Barry, Strange Story, p.85. 
17. Deerl 3oo~ 34,pp.134-136. 
18. ~ill 3ook No. 16, p. 162-163, Jefferson County Courthouse, Charles 

Tmm, ';I. Va. 
19."Letter from Chief Clerk of tbe War Department, communicating,in compliance 
with a Senate Resolution of December 4,1873, information in relation to 
the sale of Government property at Harper's Ferry(in1869), in Senate Executive 
Jocuments, Vol. 1, 43rd Congress, Serial No. 1580, Document 6,p. 4, 



and Mrs. Beerly thus escaped being burdened with a hc:2.vy debt 

that many citizens saddled t:temselves with when they bid 

extremely high prices on the government land on the assurn~tion that 

Harpers Ferry was about to enter a boom period, when in fact the 

depression that began at Harpers Ferry in 1865 was to continue to 1884! 

Hrs. Boerly didJ however, purchase Lot 29, which adjoined '.1er Uager 

Lot No. 28, for the bid price of$ 80.00 and received her deed from 
20 

the United States on January 13,1872. 

ile{urning to Jld~. I~o. 5 on Uager Lot 16, the Boerly or 3urleigh 

fanily i ope:-ated t:iis structure as a tavern from 
(soil 

1381 well into t:1e 20tl1 century. ;t:1e Sa:-iborn-Periis r.:2.p o~ ;:_,;ov-e.--::ber 

1894 and the Sa.n:)orn Hap dated Septeober 190~ .. · _, indicate that 
5-tff 

Bldg. ~:io. 5 was beiug utilized as a "Saloon" ,,,hen t:1ese r:iap ,;,ere 

prcparec; ( See ; '.ctps !,. anC: S). Bld:;. 5 ~as thus probably used 

c~iefly as a tavern, wit~ a resi~ence locateC: on t~c u~~er floors, 

:::-rom its construction in 1856 Jo,,-n to 1918. 
as a tayer-;-i 

Bldg. :{o. 5 ,"as op::rated/0y Thoo.as J. :::iur1Eig;1, t:10 son of 

Bridzet joErly, probably from 1881 to 1°18. In t~e census of 
he 

1900, gave his occugation as " saloon l~eeper " and he was then 
21 

residing with his wife and seven children in Bldg. ~o. 16. 

2J. :biC~, p. 4; .:~11 in :~atinnA.l :\.:-c:-1.i\-·"CS ... ~,.._::.0:--c, ~r.::-u~ 1
::_, r-:.:b~.~-c :"'..!:. 1rl·:-1~s 
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Appendix No. I 

Documentary eviden eon the number of rooms 
and Use of 3lcg. No. S, during the years 1861-62, 

by the Union Arml'r'(f 

Data extracted fron: 

t,;ational Archives Record Group No. 123, U.S. Circuit 
Court of Clains Records. Claim File No. JC 11803,Congressional 
Jurisdi tion, Abstract of Evidence from 1873 to 1906 of Clains 
of the ~state of Frederick A. Roeder to the U.S. for the 
U.S. Arny use of Bdlgs. No. 5, 7, and 16 fror.:. 1861 to 18S2. 
Federal ::;.eci&rd Center, Suitland, Md. 



Fredericl<: Ao Roder 1s Store, Buildin1; No. 5: and 5A , in lf;61-62 

cio -: . . . .. 
John J. Kern 1s claim,. October 4.,1873,. for 
the Est3.te of F .A. hoeder: 

rent on behalf of 

For Rent for two story Brick House on Potomac Street from 
· July July 25, 1861 to "hrch 25,1862 at$ 12.00 per 

1-bnth ••••••••••• $ 108000 
rented by Col. Baxter commanding Baxter~ Fhiladelphia Fir~. Zou 

John ,d. Kern(66 year old) statement of uepto 5$1902: p_ L/ 
aves. 

'!'here was one buil,.ding Cfilool'6:°) on Washington<z, High)Ureet and 
two @dgs. No. S and.1.l on Potorna.c StrAet. 

They were all used by Col. Ba.::tcir's Zouaves •• oThe two brm.ck 
buildings on Potol'i1ac Street were used for stablfs and other p1u·poses. 

They took pc,-ssession shortlJt after Mr-. lioeder was lci.11.cd. •• 

3/ 

They~he Union Ar~ held it continuously t1..ntil Baxter left and they 
used them off and -on duri...-.1g-the entire war. I think.J;axter left sometime 
in the spring of 1862... • The other 'tw__Q Cbu.ildi.."'1.~ on Potomac ;ltreet 
were worth $ 10.00 each .@i rent per· month) and did bring $ 15.00 at one 
timeo 

The buildings were in good condition when the u.s. first took possessiorcy 
and he Q[oedei::.) alr.;ays kept them in good repair. They were in a bad condition 
when the 1. u.s. left themo The w-i_ndows had l:een takFm out and removed to 
Camp Hill to build quarters ~tho I gu.ess it would have cost$ l.,000.00 
at that t-i!P..e to restore the '-3] buildings to the CD ndition in which they 

were before the U.S. authorities used the sameo 

Cross-examination of Kern: >°. !)-

"•••One of the buildings on Potomac Street had five rooms@:ldg. No • ..5) 
and the other (No. 1). · · ·threeo... I can't say who ~at &ficer.§). used the 
buil~ngs on Potomac Street. They were in and out a1.l the time .... The other 
two (lmildinga'.) on Potomac StreetC ..,pP...re wort:fil abont one thousand dollars 
@ the time the occupancy coITllll9nc~, 

Co 113.ry L. Kern, 59 years old., oldest child of Frederick A. Roeder., 
~ r:' -Statement of epto ,:;i,1902: (>. 'j 

" I know the -U.S. authorities occupied buildings belonL·ing to rrw 
father's estate during the war., - our home place ([ldg. No. it) and two 
@dg. Nos• 5 and .V on Potomac Street •• • One (sl.dgo No. 5") on Potomac 
Street [gontaineg)seven {xooms] and the other (!ldfilo No. 7°ha.fil five (rooz:iD. 

Qi.i!' father was killed July 4~1861. and the troops took possession of the 
house @_ldg. Noo lfil that month. They gave up the home building (Ro. ~ 3.nd 
we took possession in ··~ch, 1862. '.l'he other two they · used after that at 
different ti.,ies during th'3 waro T"ney were brick buildineso (Tue Union Army 
us~ The Potomac Street buildings for stables and warehouses for storing 
feed., etco · 



\jross-exa.mination of !1ar;y Lo Kern.,1902 : 
f [,., 
' , 

11 The two buildings ori Poto;rac Street .. r~:re twn and one-half' sta:d.es 
high. I thin.~ it was Col. Baxter who had control of the home house~ldg. 
No. 1§1 and _it .. was·the same troops had the o-:::'ie· two.11 

... 

d. James P... P.oeder, 54 years old, secor,d o],dest .:,on of Frederick A, • 
Roeder, state;i.ent of ..,ept • .5.,1SJ02: f, 'f 

The Union ar5 used tr.;l'ee houses (Bldc 4 !foo 5., 7 ;- and lb) and a 
bakery@dg. No .. 16A.:Q belonging to ;z.r .::ather 1s e st.:i.te. •• --

The othrr two bu·n clings we:::-e on Poto:1['.c Street. T~v were bui.l,t 
of brick. One @ct6• Ho.Q h&d seven rooms ~nd the other LBld.;. Ho. 7J 
five. They used the low81.' part for horses and had f~age ~ the uppe~ 
part. T'ne larger buildL'r1g r:-as worth $ lei per month ( in rezill and the other 
$ 6.00. I ,_ 

They(~e Uni~n Arni) took poss~ssicn not ~uite a nonth after rv· 
father died., July .1.,1861. :i: cci:J.d not sa.z...:cr ~:.:.re but I tb.;,.-,_k they 
(Col. Baxter of the i'2d Penn. ,Fire Zouave_u reT."'£ ::1ed there tho.t ;.rinter. I/ -

Cross-exar.ii.nation of James P... Roeder: p, s-· 
t The same officers (r-F. Bru-..-ter and h:..s stafL had control of the 1::uildings 

Ii ..._. 
on Potor..ac Streeto 

eo Thorr.a.s J • Burlei6h., past 50 years of age, owr~2.r in 1902 of Bldg. No. 16., 
state."11ent of .::;;ept. 5,. 1902: !J. 6. 

fZ' . "I_ don\Tremenber about them @e Un:5.on Ar~ ocoupyi."'lg the two buildings 
Wlllclings .w. 5 and 1J on_PotmriE..~ street., but I remember thev were very 
much damaged hy some one." • 

f o Summary of the evidence by 1.ttorney G,;w. Hott, :-:a.y· 4.,1906: 

"One (blc.g. No.5) contained seven roons Z.:?;.d o::·~ (Bldg. No. 5) f:.ve. 

The buildings were used for •••• a stable., and wa.!':;houses." 



...... ;. 

Lap ~fo. 1 

A Po:::-ti on of t~1e "flat of trie 1fager 
Six Acre Reservation and the Three-fourth of an 

Acre Ferry Lot Reseryatio:1, showin;; the sc:t,::'.::.·.ri.:-'on 
of this land of John Wager, Jr., a.':lo::1g :,,is t:.----ee 
hel·~s C·ctober 'O 1Q3c: ' 1 ,,., J·ame'" 1·' nroT- c --~ ' l. ' :_; _ .. ~ ;J )' i ~ b ,_.... -L,J \'\;' .l.J. 5- i...: ~ ... '-..J ~ 

Scale: One inch equals 60 feet. 

Original of this plat is in ~eed Doak 2?, at page 140, 
Jefferson County Court House, Charles Tm,1n, ... Va. 

This is from a tracing of the original r::i.ade bv Archi tee t .:--:hie 
W. Franzen, July 11,1957, and numbered as Harpers Ferry io~al 
Monument Master Plan Drawing No. Hl,-Iff 30706. 

The buildings shovm on this plat have been added by Historan 
Charles W. Snell on the basis of the announcement and description 
of the Wager lots and buildings of James B. 1fager that were to be 
offered for sale at public auction, which was published in the 
Virginia Free Press ,.,g'.2-~-,-A.j)ri,.1.L,_,,;18).?...:.,..,.J(~,~4.,,~. 1~. sup0leme1~ ~ed by 
data drawn from the two following sets· ot railroad maps~ 

1. 11Hap of Harper's Ferry Shewing the Location of tlv ·.:inches ter 
and Potomac Railroad, Drawn by Lieuts. White, Allen, and R •• Smith, 
U.S. Army, under the direction of James Keanney, Lt. Col. ,d T.E.-
Hap No. 2. Approved by President Andrew Jacksor., 27th Jan ry 1835. 
Scale 100 feet to one inch. PrepaEed in 1834, this ra2p i.: .nc luded in 

· the Harpers Ferry National Monument Naster Plan as Drawing '.'1'o. NH-HF -
3002. 

2 • .,Nap Shewing the routes surveyed for the Balt. ,--,-.,_:i Rail Road 
along the public grounds on the Potomac at & above HA;.?.~t..R".::; E:;'.RY upon 
wnich the Company have applied to Government for permission to locate and 
construct their road. Scale 400 feet to one inch." Signed Benjamin H. 
Latrobe, Engineer of location & construction, Balt. & O~i~ R. Rd. 
(no date, but prepae~d in 1837 and agreements based on this map with 
U.S. signed by the Secretary of War and President of tt.e B & O, on 
November 3,1838), Sheet No. 3; and"No.2- Sketch Shewing two practicable 
locations for the Balto. & Ohio R.Rd. through the village-~ !:arper's 
Ferry. Scale 100 feet to one inch. "Ordnance Office, Drawer ·:o. €~ 
Portfolio 1, No. 5 and 6.(National Archives Record Grc.-~,p o. 121, 
~ublic Buildings Service, Washington, D.C.) 

Buildings colored red are brick; Building~ ~o ~-5d blue are 
stone; and build in~ colored yellm, are frame. Materials · - .'ildings 

have been determined by Historian Snell. 
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1-l.an No. 2 

- II 
Sketch No. 2, Shewing two practicablC: locz.tions 

for the Batto. & Ohio R. Rd. through the village o~ 
Harper I s Ferry. Scale 100 feet to one incl-:.. ii 
lfo date, but prepared in 1837 las part of 2 st1,Cy 2-nG 

agreement that was signed by the Secretary of ::ar 
and President of the Baltimore and Ohio Kailroac 
for a right of way through the U.S. Musket Factory 
grounds on November 3,1838. (Ordnance O:.:fice, Drawer 
5, Portfolio No. 5) National Archives Record Group 121, 
Public Buildings Service. 

This map, drawn in 1837-38, sho-,~s that the 
the future site of Bldg. No. 7 was vacant in 1837. 
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"~LA.P of the Relative Position of the Re.served(Uager Six 
Acre Rese.rvatio:[) Land & Public ~forks at H.An.PE3.S FERRY, VA. 

1844 

(Copy- H .• Ferry Armory 22 March 1847- Prepared by Hajor John 
Symingtoni)-Ordnance Department, Drawer 5, Portfolio No. 1). 
(National Archives Record Group No. 121- Public Buildings Service 
Washington, D.C. Nap has bee?reduced to about one-quarter of its 
original). 

Symington prepared the original of this map in color to 
accompany his letter of December 12, 1844 to Lt. Col. George 
Talcott of the Ordnance Department, wi thSehedules A and :a, 
requesting Congress to approprmate $ 50,261,00 to purchase· 

the enclosed areas from Wager Lot No. 16 west to 32, 33, and 
34, as well as Wager Lots 11 and 12 at the entrance of the 
Musket Factory Yard. Symington shows the locations of all 
buildings on the lots he wished to acquire. Jy purchasing this 
land, Symington planned to demolish all of the building fronting 
on the south side of the 15-foot wide alley and wid!n it into a 
40 foot wide street, thus creating an effective · · firebreak or 
la.ne between the Armory workshops and the structures on Six Acre 
Reservationjtand. Symington also hopea to demolish the large three­
story brick buildings on Wager Lots 11 and 12)so that he could widen 
and develop a formal entrance to the U.S. Mukset Factory Yard. 

Symington's Letter of December 12,1844, with Schedules A and :3, 
des·cribing the improvements on each lott' ,vith the price of land and 
buildin~, is published in Serial No. 464, Document :fo. 43, 28th Congress 

2nd Session, 1844-45, House of Re .. presentatives 2xecutive Documents, 
Vol. 2, Document No. 43. 
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Mao No. 4 

Section of The Sanborn Perris Maps 

of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County, West Virginia, 
~ovember 1894. Scale 50 feet to one inch. 

A set of original plates from this atlas are in the 
Park Library at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. 

Buildings colored red are of brick construction. 
Buildings colored blue are of stone construction 
Buildings colored yellow are of frame construction. 

These materials as given on this copy of the map are taken 
from data shmm on the 1894 insurance maps. 
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lfap No. 5 

San born Co:npany 1,~ap of Harpers Ferry 
Je:ferson County, West Virginia, September 1907 
Scale~? 50 feet to the inch. 

A set of plats from this atlas are available in 
the library of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. 

Buildings colared red are brick. 

Buildings colored i~l,+- are stone. 

Buildings colored yellow are frame. 

IIL,forrnation on materials used in the construction of the 
buildings based on data shown on the 1907 insurance maps. 
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Nao l~o 6 

B & C. R.R. Main Line District 
Shenandoah Division - :·,ain Line 

PLAl, SHOWING RIGHT OF WAY, BUILDINGS AND TRACI(. 
HAtl. PERS FE!\:?, Y , H. VA. 

Office of Dist. Engr. L'·f of \1-J., Baltimore, !~fd. 
February 19,1913, Note Books C- 31 & 35, 1-7-5. 
Scale one inch equals 50 feet. 

Hap from part of Harpers Ferry National lfonument Master 
Plan - Drawing No. NN- HF 9003. 
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PHOTO NO. 7 

Bldf;. No. 5 in 19~.f,% North(front) elevation •. 

llarpers Ferry NHP Negative No. NIIF - 182. 
Photo by Arch:!!~e W. Franzen, 
August 6, 1957 

5 aft"r 1.?StJtbiliza.tion k Blclr;. No. '" , .' , wor had been completed on tlie structu~e. 

To the left can be seen the north(rear) elevntion of Dltlg. 15 .. Bldg. No. 6, 

erected ca. 1890, which stood to the left of Bldg. No.5, occupyinr; fully the 

ground between llldgs. No. 5 and 7, was demolished by the National Park Service in 

1956 because the structure intruded heavily on a major historic scene. 

The connecting street, to the right of Bldg. 5, running from Potomac Street 

south up the hill to High Street, is former Wager Lot 17 and was made into a street 

by the U.S. Armory in 1856-57. 



PHOTO NO. 8 

Bldg. No. 5- Roeder's Store, in 1956 

Harpers Ferry Negative No. NHF - 181. 

This photograph, taken in 1956 

shows the west(side) and south(rear) elevations of J31clg. No. 5 and its rear 

two-story brick wing. The main house, erected in 185i!51; has the stone walls of its 

first story painted white, as the north or ;,,.'. front elevaU.on was in the earliest 

photographs. The large chimney in the south gable wall, which served a fireplace 

in the first story of the rear wing, was probably added to the orginal house when 

the wing was etected,prior to 1861, and after 1857. The street or nlley, in the 

left corner of the picture, running north to Potomac Street, was created in 1856 .1 uhen 

former Wager Lot 17 was purchased by the Uuj_ted States Government from 

Roeder, and the large wooden stable on the lot demolished in order to make the 

land into a street. 



• 

Pl!OTO ,W. 1 

.J,,:,.1 llrm,m Fort, llnrp,.,-'s Ferry, ca,:1873.~i~;, 

Larpers Ferry NIIP T.l2c[ttive No. !IF- 55. 

JUdgs., from lF.ft to r1.)1t: North r;able end wall of Bldg. No, 9, then Illdg. llo. 8;, next 

a~d%tocated on its original(1843) site in th(; U.S. Husket Factory Yard, with the wooden cupola 
,. . 

_o~:}.ts roof, is the 11 Jol111 Brown FortJ II or An10ry Fire Engine House. t-loving to the right and also 

in the Musket . , . , .. Factory Yard, is a small portion ''Jf east gable end of the Armory 

Visible beb1een the Fort and the Office, is the north or front elevation of 

The first sto;_·y, the stone portion of the facade, is painted white. ThCc: brick ualls of 

story of this same elevation appear to be unpainted, The north or front 

into three bays. tlote the center door in the center bay of th1c first 

six over si;~ lights, the slate covered gable roof. with small end chiuneys 

north and south gable ends, and the single centered window at the third floor level. 

Bldg, No. 5, Roeder's Stor~ is not visible in this photograph, but Bldg. No. 5, as 
s 

rs in Photo IIF-100, taken in 1889, so so closely the appearance of Bldg. 7 

that the north or front elevations of the two structures .'"must also have been almost 

tical in their fnnestration in 1873 • 



Pl!OTO NO. 2 

JOIIN BROWN's FORT, Ca. 1882-183t1i 

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No. l!F- 379. 

Bl<lgfi') - Left to right: Portion of Bldg. 9, then Bl<lg. No. 8, John l3rmm Fort, or Armory 

Fire Engine House,with cupole on roof)in its original location in the U.S. Musket F;ictory yard; 

next, and also located in the Musket Factory Yard, the eastern portion of the Armory Office builcling,­

G;1e one-story brick structure with the words "Iron" painted on the north walls/ Between the 

Fort and the Office can be seen the north or front elevation of Bldg. No. 7- White !!all, with 

the entire facade painted white,. To the right of Bldg. 7 and raising above the chlmney of the 

Armory Office 
t 
e'hi!rd story 

is visible the unpainted north or front brick facade of Bldg. No. 5 at the 

level. IHclg. 5, like Bldg. 7, has a slated covered gable roof, small end chimnny.r, 

located in the north and south gable walls, and a window\J.i.th six over six lights entered in the 

third story level of the north gable end. 



PHOTO NO. 3 

THE JOIIN BRO\JN FO!lT rn TllE 188() FLOOD 

llarpers Ferry NIIP N<'gative No. 100 

BlrlgS., from left to rlr;ht: The north elPvntion of Tildr,. J'!o. 8, next thP John Drown 

Fort, or Armory F:ire Enp;lne House, wlth the cupola on its roof, still :i.n i.ts orlp;irn1l 

position j_n the U.S. !4lrsket FH,·tory Yard. At the righ 1west) end of the fort, the white­

painted north third-story of Bldg. No. 7 rises above the roof of the fort. To the right 

of the fort, and still in the U.S. Musket Factory Yard, can be seen n few remains of the 

Amory Office Bldg. The demolition of the Office thus affords us an excellent view of tlie 

east side wall and north or front elevation of Bldg-. 5, which rises above the Armory wall. 

The first stone story, on the north elevation, is painted wl1ite. The upper and hal[ stories, 

built of brick, are unpainted. The north elevation of Bldg. 5 is divided into three bays. 

can be seen in the center bay of the first story, with a window located in the 

left or east bay. Thef~tei:J,:r-. shutters,which adorn this window, are closed ti8ht. The 

center bay of the second story has a door with a small transon above, that opens out on the 
I 

small wooden balcony on which ~ woman is standing. 
.-1 

The windm-t!''J in the second floor east 
' ¼ 

bay and also the window located in the third story level, above the door, both have six over 

~ -six lights. The slate covered gable loo[ has small chimneys located in the north and south 

gable walls. Compare this photo with Photo IIF-55 of Bldg. No. 7, taken in 1865. Except for 

the second story balcony on Bldg.S, the two structures ·are otherwise identical. 



PHOTO NO.Lf 

JOHN BROWN"S FO,tT, 1890-92 

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No. 190 

The Armory Fire Engine House, or John Brown Fort, still stRnds on its originRl slt:c 

in the U.S. Musket Factory Yard, and the Armory Office lluif<ling which once stood to the r:ighl" 

of the Fort hns been demolished, thus indicating thnt this photoe;rnph was taken in !:he period 

1889-18')2. Above the Armory Wall, and to the right of the Fort, rises Bldg. 5, affordin~.; [111 

e:ccellent view of the thr~bsy-wide north or front elevatlon of the second and third s torics. 

The stone first story,a small portion of which can be seen above the armory wall, is paintecl 

white. The brick upper stories are not painted. The second story still has its 

center door with a small transom above and opens out on the small wooden balcony. The 

flanking windows have six over six lights 0 The third story window, centerecl over tltc 

door, appenrs to be boarded up. This view, when compAred with Photos. HF- 100, tciken in 1889, 
most 

HF- 55, taken of Bldg. 7 in 1865, would appear to help fUl inf · of the missing details 

for both Bldgs. No. 5 and 7, tl1at are not always visible in any one picture. 



l'HUTO NO. 5 -[I.i\H.PERS FERRY FROM HlmYLAlm l!JnG!ITS,18%-l90l. 

llarpers Ferry iH!P Ucgat:ive No. llF'- 96. 

This photo was taken after 1896, because the remodellin£; work which hcro;in on the 

Catholic Church in that year is well underway, and pdor to 1902, hec.\use Park Illc1::;. No. 3 

ha§ not yet been constructed on High Street. 

To the right of Park 13lclgs. No. 9 nnd 8, :md fronting on Potomac S trr,~t and fit_ 

remocated l3 (\ 0 Railroad tracks, can be seen Bldg. No. 7, Blclg. No. 6( the two-story frame 

structure, erected about 1890), ancl Lo the right of Six, BlJg. No. 5. 

The first story of Bldg. No. 5 is still painted white, but the color has faded 

badly, sugc;esting that it has not bee,~epaintccl a for a number of years. Note that neither 

Bldg. No. 7 or Bldg. No. 5 yet have the one-story covered frame porches t}1at were to be 

added to their north facades in the 20th century. Sanborn Company Insurance Map. for 
//J wb..:,,t.... 

1907 indicatES that the porches were erected after the year,\ that map was prepared. 



PHOTO NO. 6 

-~ 
PARK l1LDGS. NO. 5, 6, ,md 7 in 1 q55 

Frorn left to right: The north or front elevaUons of J3ld 0s. Ho. 7, 

Bldg. No. 6, erected ca. 1890, and Bl<l~. 5. The one-story fnime porch ' .' thnt 

wns added to the front of Illrlg. 7 'i..t-~ some undetermined date after ]907 is stHl 
' 

staniling in this vi(~W. A similar porch added to the front of BlclP,;. No. 5 ;ift0r 

1907 is no longer standing, but the structural evidence visible nn the facade 

docuinents its former existnnce. Thi> glnss is missing from the w:!.ndows of Dlr1g. 

No. 5, and the structure appears empty an<l in poor conrlit:ion, suggesting that it 

had not be used for a number of years. 

·----Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No. NIIF- 843,._) 
,~···"-


