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1l. FISTCRICAL DATA SECTICH:

A. Sign

[
ty

Ficance:

ck A, Roeder's Store, Bldg. No., 5, located within

e

Freder
approximately 100 feet of the original site of U.S. Armory Fire Zngine
touse, or " John Brown Fort," is of the Second Order of Significance
becauvse it formed an immediate part of this key historic scene curing
e John Brown Naid in Cctober 1859, Host of the action of that
attack took place in fromt of Bldg. Wo. 5. Like Park Bldgs. Wo. &,

9, and 7, Bldg. No. 5 is visible in the background of many photographs
that were taken of the John é?own Fort from 1859 to 18927,

Bldg. No. 5 was constructed bv Frederick A, Roeder in 1856-57

to replace the space that he lost in 1856 when he sold the front(north)

half of Bldg. No. 7 to the United States and the Armorjy demolished that

¥

portion of Roeder's tavern in order to widen the marrow alley on which
ed
it front,into a 40-foot wide

h

in 1856~37, was a dupicate or twin of remaining portion of Bldg. 7

No. 5, as built by Roeder

in size, fdoor plan , and their north or front facades were similar.
Bldg, No. 5 also appears to have been utilized during most of its
existance as & drinking house or tavern, as was the case with Bldg. 7.

Bldg. Ho. 5, in 1856-57, was a two and one half story brick and
stone structure with a slate-covered gable roof, but unlike Bldg. 7, it
lacked a cellar. Bldg. No. 5 fronted 24 feet 2 inches on the new street
that was later known as Potomac Street and was 20 feet 2 inches deep.
The first story walls were of stone and the upper story and a half of
brick, There was a small end chimney centered in the north and south

gable ends of the house, The north or front elevation was divided

into three bays. On the first story there was a center door with

a window adormed with exterior louvered shutters in each flanking bay.
The center bay meﬁ?e sgcond story was occupled 4 by a door with

a small transod o opened out on to a small wooden porch or balcony.
There was a window in each flamking bay and also one in the third story
level that was centered over the door below. Second and third floor
windows did not have shutters and all windows had six over six ligh
Prior to 1861 a two-story brick Egng with a sloping slate-ﬁgrér
shed roof was added to the reardfive room main house, Théxlz eet 7
inches wide and 13 feet deep, had one room #8m" each floor, so that
Bldg. No. 3 had a total of seven rooms by 1861. The first floor
room in the wing had e fireplace.

2u
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D. Chain of Title for Bldg. Ho., 5 cmijager Lot
Ko, 16, 1751 to 19533:
The lot that was to include the future sife of Bldg. Ho. 5z

was a part o

i

b
rt
e
M

125 acre tract that Robert Harper, a millwright

from Pennsylvania, purchased from Lord Thomas Fairfax om April 25,

Al = 1.
hc. 2, the

Sr. and residing with her husband in Philadelphia.

later, on June 15,1796, John and Sarah

Harpers Ferry in October 1782 and in his

e left the land that was to contain the future sites of Bldg.

lower town of Harpers Ferry, and the U.5.Musket: Factory

" niece, Sarah Harper, who was then the wife of John Wager,

9.

L

About 14 years

3 :
A%%ﬁc all of their Harper

inheritance, except for six and 3/4 acres retai ad in vhat became

known as the Wager Six Acre Reservation and (s i
United States Government for $§ 7,016.66, .

was acquiring &his land for the purgggggﬁf

e %

Ferry Lot, to the
2
o

The Federal Government

erecting an Armory and

Arsenal at Harpers Ferry.

The

Acre Reservation, wBiBhwith the Ferry Lot,

the Wager family from 1796 to 1836.

future site of Bldg. No. 5 was

located in the Wager Six
remained the property of

The only available private land

on which mercantile stores and shops could be built in this sea of

Federally~owned property, the Wager land increased in valde as the Armory

and the population of the town expanded with the passage of time.

The

Wager heirs refused to sell any of their land, but leased it out at

high ground rents to merchants who further agreed to erect buildings

as a part of

securing & leasehold. These costs were passed on to the Armory

17 Fairfax deé&

Neck® Grant Book

2. Last Will of Robert Harper of Berkeley County, Va., dated 26 September

for 125 acres to Robert Harper, April 25,1751, in Northernm
No. 6, p. 496, in Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va.

1782,

probabted in Berkeley County, Va., on October 15,1782, Copy of will in

Office of the Judge Advocate General, Military Reservation Divisicn, W
Virginia Reservation File, Box 41, Natiomal Archives Record Group No.

Washington, D.C.

3. Copy of Warranty Deed of John Wager,et ux, Berkeley County,Va., to the
June 15,1796, Wational Archives RQecord Group 121, Pu

“
s Service,

-z - 1.
IZntry 75. Washineton. M.



workmen in the form of very highpirces charged for goods.
On@of the three Wager heilrs, James 3. Vager, however, overextended

in his fimancial ventures and, on July 7, 1834, was thrown into

&
).J
3
7]
[t
.
Fy
H
w

prison for debt., He was forced to deflare bankruptcy. On April 2,1833,

(¢}

the Circuit Superior Court of Law and Chancery for Jefferson County, Virginie,
appointed cormissioners '"to lay off and divide into three equal lots and
parcels, the real estate at Harper's Ferry which descended to James B.
lager, Gerard B, Wager, and Sally Ann Wager, now Sally Ann Swayne, the

. . 4

wife of Noah H. Swayne, from their father John Wager {ér;}, deceased."

The commissioners subdivided the Six Acre Reservation and the Ferry Lot,

together with the buildings on this land, into 56 numbered lcts. On October

10, 1835, the Circuit Court divicded the lots and structures egmally among the

three Wager heirs. Among the lots allotted to ''Sally Ann Swayne, the

wife of B Noah H. Swayne," ¢WAs . - "Lot No. 16" , which was to be the
’ 5

future sites of Park Bldgs. Wo. 5 and 16. Wager Lot No. 16 fronted

32 feet on the north side of High Street,ran about 12&feet along the

east propety line to a 15-foot wide alley on the north, fronted 32 feet
. south
on this alley, and then ran about ﬂﬁ%‘feeg\along the west lot line to
liigh Street. Bldg. No. 16 was to be erected on the south end of the lot,

fronting on High Street, and Bldg. No. 5 was to be constructed on the

north end of Lot. 16, fronting on the narrow alley which separated the

e )
Wager Six Acre§ Reservation lot from the U.S.xﬁw$me§;Factoyy public land.

4, Gibson,etc. vs.~ﬁager etc, Decree, in Deed Book 29, pp.l40- 141,
Registry of Deeds, Jeffersom V County Courthouse, Charles Town, W. Va.
Henceforth all deed books mentioned are located in the Jefferson County

Court House unless otherwise specified, .

5. Ibid. The 1835 Plat- prepared for the commissionmers and entilled

"The wager Six Acre Reservation, drawn by James M. 3rown, 3.G.C," is

located in Deed Book 29, at p. 14C.




The future site of RBldg. Yo. 5, on the north end of Lot 16,

(1]

was vacent in 182

=

-1838( See ifap ¥o. 1, 1835 and liap lo. 2, 1827-328),

)

lioeh Haynes Swayne (1894-1884) was the U.S. District Attorney

J

tiy

e

or Chio during the years 1831 to 1841, He had married Sarzh Ann

Wazer of ”arperg Ferry in 1832 and they werel%if3now residing in
Columbus, She owned slaves, but, sharing her husband}s views on
the evils of slavery, she emancipated them., The Swaynes :=tained
title to most of the lots that Mrs. Swayne received on October 10,

o5

1635,and leased it out, operating as absentee landlords, while living
6
in Ohio.

o

On September 7,1837,Koah H., Swayne lease%wager Lot HNo. l%ﬁ-and

also adjacent Wager Lot No. 17, to John Wilson, a Harper's Ferry merchant,

for 10 years,effective April 1,1838, at an annual rent of §$ 140,

Wilson furth€r agfireed to erect ome or more brick or stone houses
7

on the lot prior to April 1,1843, On Januarg 29, 1& with the

consent of John G. Wilson)who had apparently decided he did not need
so much land, Noah H. Swayne leased Wager Lot No., 16 to Frederick

A Roeder, a confectioner or baker, for a period of 24 years at an

annual rent of § 70.00. This lease also
.
calling upon Roeder to build on Lot 16. - Roeder gpiR

A

contained a clause

and on September 13, 1847 he was able to purchase Wager Lot No, 16

6., Dictionarv of American Biography, XVIII,pp.239-240., Taking a high
rank at the Ohio bar, President Abraham Lincoln appointed Noah H. Swayne
justice of the U.S. Supreme Coutt on January 21,1862, a position that
Gui® Swayne held until January 25,1881, when he reired at the age of 76,

7, Lease, Swayne to Wilson, September 7,1837, in Deed Book 22,
pp.340-341,

8.Swayne to Roeder, Lease, January 29,1844, Deed Book 27, pp,.102-103;
and Swayne and Wilson, Agreement, January 29, 1844, Deed Book 27,p.103.




Irom Noah and Sarsh Swayne for 3§ 1,165,686, & January 2, 1848,

noeder mext purchascd wager Lot Lo. 17 from tle Sweynes, again paying

a

3
i)
1
o1
L))

dition in:zreasazd his frontages on both
High Street and the alley below to G4 feer
In the mid 1840's, Major John Symin; :.n, Superintendent of
the Harper's Ferry Armory, launched &z program tc acquire the Wager Six
Acre T ﬂsaFv tion Lots from NWo. 16 west teo Li.: 2, 33, and 34 (See lap
3) which fronted directly cn the 15-foot wid .lley that ran between

the north boundary line of the Six Acre Reservation anéd the south propert:

D

line of the U.3. Mukket Factory. The Six Azre land was jammed with

&

houses,u/

e

"stables, and shops, many of them bullt of wood and hence

highly flamable, Filth and refus. Irom this ares also

poured down the hill when it rzinmed and flowed =ato the U.S, Armory Canal.,

o . . &
Symington wished to purchase some or all of th .e lots, demolish ' the
buildings that fronted on the narrow alley and improve that lane into

a 40 foot wide street, This would create an e.Zective fire break ,

and with the demolition of the privately owned wooden structure would

greatly -.~lessen the danzer of fire to the great Musket Factory
work_shop§, Symington submitted a detailed map sheowing the land with

2

the buildings on it that was wanted, together - i%ii a detailed description

of these improvements, with estimates of the &fces the land and buildings

could be purchased £ The Superintendent ..shad Congress to
9. Deed of B &. S. ,Swayne to Roeder, Sept, iZ,:%~7, Deed Book 29,pp.
303-304,

-~

10, Deed of B,&.S., Swayne tc Roeder, January 2,184:, Deed Book 29,pp.304-305,



11.
appropriate 3 50,261,0C to carry out this program. Congress

appropriated the requested § 50,261.00 to acquire this land with

12
thelr improvements on August 8,1846, Symington began implementing
the land acquisition program;\June 1847 and on June 6,1848,
Frederick A, Roeder sold the north ends of Lots 16 and 17, two
vacant pieces of ground, each fronting 32 feet on the narrow alley
and 25 feet deep, to the United States Government for $ 237.00 each,

g 13
mak?ng a grand total of § 574,00 received. By 1849, the Q@i&bot wide

alliey from the north end of Wager Lot No. 15, subdivision 4, west
R - e 7

to Wager Lot 34 had been widened and improved into a 40 foot
wide street, as had been proposed by Symington in 1844,
Prior to this, on November 2,1847, Frederick A. Roeder

purchased Park Bldg. No. 7, then a one~story stone warehouse

with cellar and slate roof, measuring 24 by 40 feet sime
14
and erected in 1838-39%, from William Anderson for $ 1,000,
This structure, located to the east of Wager Lot 16 also fronted

on the 15-foot wide alley and occupied a 24 foot wide by 45 foot

ed on
portions of Subdivisions No. 2 and 4 of Wager

Lot. 15, " Perhaps utilizing the $ 574 received from the

United States in June 1848, Roeder, probably in 1848 8r 1849,

added a second stone story and a half to his warehouse, which was

11, Major John Symington to Lt.Col. George Talcott,0Ordnance Department,
December 12,1844, with Schedules A and B, describing lots, improvements
thereon, and probable prices for land and buildings, published in
Serial No. 464, Document No. 43, House of Representatives;? Executive

Documents, Vol. 2, 28th Congress, 2nd Session, 1844-45,
12v_U.S. Statues at Large, Vol., IX, p. 69. This money was included
in a total appropriation of § 128,361,000 for permanent improvements
at the National Armory at Harper's Ferry. Also see Map Ko. 3.
“'13, Deed of B, &. S, June &,1848, Roeder to U.S,, Deed Book 30, pp. 230-231.
14, Deed of B & S., November 2,1847, Anderson to Roeder,Deed Book 29,1p.240,




7

ttilized as a'" drinking house' known as '"White Hall", also as a

warehouse, and living quarters were located on the upper floors.

S

Iin the 1850's Armory Superintendent‘Beﬁfamén Huger recommended
that the U.S. Government purchase Wager Lots No. 13 and 15, Subdivisions
1, 2, and%ﬁ, with the buildings standing on this land, for the purpose
of widening the 15 foot-wide alley that still ran between the north
boundary lines of these Six Acre Reservation lots and the U.S. Musket

Factory property line, into a 40 foot wide street, thus completing th

project begun by Symington in 1848, The new street,which was to be first

called North Cliff Street and later Potomac Street, would thus
all the way

be 40 feet wide from its junction with Shemandoah Street/west to th@f
junction with the countfy road. Huger also proposed that Wager Lot 17

be purchased and turned Iinto a cross street running from Cliff Street
15
up to High Street.

On February 13,1856, Frederick A, Roeder sold a 24 feet wide
by 23 foot deep portion of his Bldg. 7 lot, including the front or

north half( 24 feet wide by 20 foot deep) of Bldg. 7, to the United
16
States for $ 1,700.00. The Armory demolished their portion of the

structure and made the lot into a street, This left Roeder with

one~half of a two and ome-half story stone structure, 24 by 20 feet
dwelling,
in size, present Bldg. No. 7, for his use as a tavern,and warehousesy .

A

15. Huger to Col. Hemry K, Craig, Ordnance Department, July 17,1852,
Natiomal Archives Record Group No. 156, Records of the Office of the
Chief of Ordnance, Copies of correspondence on Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park Microfilm Reel 26, Vol. 4, p. 331,

16, Deed of B. &. S.,Feb.12,1856, Deed Book 35,pp.295-300,



g
Roeder chargec $ 70C for the land and $ 1,000 so that he
could replace the cemclished portiom of his Bldg. 7 drinking house,

o

On August 26,1856, Roeder sold 28 feet six inches of the

also ows
orizinal 32 foot wide frontage on High Street and,the new Clif%étreet
of Wager Lot Ho. 17 fé
,\to the United States Govermment for § 1,166,66. Retaining title to

frontage of Lot 17, Roeder added this to his

the remaining
Lot 16, thus increasing the original frontage of Lot 16 from 32 feet
to its present size of 35 feet 2% inches., On August 26, 1856,
the U.3. Government also purchased the leasehold of John G. Wilson
to Wager Lot 17, including Wilson's 30 by 60foo£ one story frame
stable which stood on this lot, for $ 300.18 The Armory chen
demolished Wilson's stable and converted Lot 17 into a street as it
still is today. Wager Lot 16 thus assumed its present size in August
1856,
Wager Lot 16, with Bldgs. No. 5 and 16, and also adjacent
Park Bldg. Xo. 7, remained the property of Frederick A, Roeder and
his Heirs until after the Civil War. B
On January 3,1881, Roeder's heirs sold Wager Lot 16, including

Park Bldgs. No. 5 and 16, to Brigdete: *  Boerley (or Burle% and
19

later Burleigh), for $ 1,000, The property remained in the hands
family e
of the Burleig%\from 1881 to i 1952, pessing from Brigdet to her

two children: Thomas J. Burleigh and Elizabeth Burley Hagen to

17. Deed of B & S. Roeder to the U.S., August 26, 1856, Deed Book 36,pp.135-
136,
18, Deed of I ., Wilson to the U.S., August 26,1856, Deed Book 36,p, 133,

B
19, Deed of B & S., Roeder heirs to Brigdet Burley, January 3,1881,
I

Deed Book I, p. 104.  7no Roeder Heirs sold Park Bldg, No. 5 to
Charles L. Hopwood on May 12,1874 for §$ 321,43, Deed of B. & S.,
Deed Book B, pp. 153-1534,

@
GR%]



3

leigh ,who . acguired full titlefrom all

On December 12, 1952,
Mary D. Burleigh sold Wager Lot 16 with Park Bldgs. WNWo., 5 and
16 to the State of West Virginia for about § 6,000,
The deed described the bounds of Lot 16 as follows:
Located on the east side of High Street and scuth side
or the connecting street between High and Potomac Streets:-then east
101,75 feet to a point on Potomac Street, then south 35,5 feet,

then west 106 feet to a point on High Street, then north 34.26
t with High Street to the point of beginning. 21,

On December 19,1953, the State of West Virginia donated Wager

Bldgs. No. 5 and 16, to the United States Government
22

National Monument.

Lot Ho.

to be included in Harpers Ferry

20. Deeé of B. &. S., October 24,1951, Thomas J. HcQuade to Mary D,
Burleigh, Deed Bool 186,p.302, Thomas J. McQuade was the grandson
of Elizabeth Rurley Hagen.

21. Deed of B & S., December 12,1952, Mary D. Burleigh to W.Va.,

Deed Book 190, p. 508, The price is not given in the deed,

22, Deed of B & S,, December 16,1953, W. Va. to U.S., Deed Book 199,p.41.
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C. Construction of Blde, No, 5

o

The Map entitled " Sketch No. 2, Shewing two practicable locations
for the Belto. & Ohio R. Rd. through the Village of Harper's Ferry,
Scele 100 feet = one inch," (See Map No. 2), reveals that there was
no structure located on the future site of Bldg. No. 5 in 1837-38,
the date when this map was drawn.l
43 has been mentioned ; Moah H. Swayne leased Wager Lots No,
16 and 17, then vacant lots, to John G. Wilson for 10 years from the

2
first of April 1,1838. On Januaryﬂ

Lg& 1844, Wilson, a Herper's Ferry
merchsnt, surrendered his leasehold to Wager Lot No. 16 and Swayne

immediately leased Lot 16 to Frederick A, Roeder, a Harper's Ferry
3
confectioner or baker, for 24 years at an annual rent of § 70.00.

Item Nc., IV of the Swayne~Wilson lease of 1837 contained the
the following clause:

"The said party of the second part (John G. Wilsol) w1th1n*
five years from the said first day of April CISS@I next shall erect
on said Lots (56 and 17) a house or houses of brick or stome covering
the entire front of said lots ( except enough for one, two or three
alleys which may be lef:t or #bt at the option of said Wilson) at least
two stories high & with the malls of sufficient thickness to sustain
another stoOry...d :

Roeder's lease of 1844 for Wager Lot No. 16 also contained

a provision that mear the termination of the 24 year lease 'the improve-

~

ments now on said premises & those hereafter placed on the premises

— i
by the party of the second part (_ Roedq;l ,shall be appraised...

1. Ordnance Cffice Drawer Wo. 6, Portfolio 1, Ho. 5- National Archives.
There i1s no date on the map, but the plan was one of several that

were prepared and accompanied an agreement for a #'right of way
through the U.S. Hukset Factory Yard, signed by the Secretary of War
and the President of the B, &. C. R,R. on November 3,1838.

2., Lease, Swayne to Wilson, September 7,1837, Deed Book 22,pp.340-341.,
3. Lease, Swayne to Roeder, Januay 29,1844, Deed Book 27,pp. 102-103,

Agreement, Swayne and Wilson, Jan. 29,1844, Deed Book 27,p.103.
4, Deed Booxk 22, pp.340.



w

b disinterested parties and paid for by Hoah H Swayne.

tejor Johr Symington's"Map of the Relative Position of the
Reserv_-ecd Land & Public Works at Harpers Ferry, Va.-1844% prepared in
Noverber 134 to accompany his letter of December 12,1844 to Lt. Col.

George Talcott (See Map lo, 3) show§the exact state of the improvements

on Wager Lots 16 and 17 and his Schedule A provides the following

description of the structures located ont;

the northern or lower ends of those two lots, fronting on the 13-foct
wide alley.
Lot No, 16 ~Owner of Ground-iirs. Swayne. Owner of Building
Description of Bldg.: A large wooden stable, 60 by 30 feet and loft above.

6
Price of ground § 182; Price of Bldg. § 218. Total(estimated) $ 400.

Lot. No., 17: Owner of Ground; Mrs. Swayne; Dwner of Bldg.-John G.
Wilson, Description of Bldg.= A small wooden house 16 by 14 feet,one
story.7 Price of Ground: $§ 182; price of bldg. § 18, Total(eizmated )

$ 200, Also shown on the southern end of Lot 16, fronting om High
Street,Ais Park Bldg. No. 16 in the first stages of its architectural
evolution., The building, however, was mnot described in Schedule A because
Major Symington did not plan to acquire that end of the lot.

The deeds of TRoeder and Wilson, selling parts of Lots 16 and
17 to the United States Government in 1856, indicate that the large stable
5. Lease, Swayne to Roeder, Jan. 29,1844, Deed Book 27, pp. 102-103.

6., Serial No. 464. Document 43, p. 9, Scheduale A,
7. Ibid,




| 2

1,

with loft haf heen erected by and belonged to John G, Jilsom,
1

He received § 300 for the structure and his lease  from the U.S. in

{836, The deeds for the sale of the north ends of Lots 16 and 17,

iy

each iffj * 32 feet wide and 25 deep, for $ 237 each to the U.S,.
in June 1848, indicate that these pieces of.ground were vacant at

that date. It thus appear probablé that John G. Wilson's stable
was dismantled from its ?§§§§E§®Dn the north end of Lot 16 and
r7érected on the south(High Street) end of Wager Lot 17( to which
Wilson also retazined a leasehold) in 1848, The small wooden
house on the north end of Lot 17 also could have been easily
take down or removed intact back(south) 25 feet on Lu: 17, so as
the clear its original site for uée askthe new street.

1848
L to 1856, after the new

The new south end of Lot 16 fromg
wide
490 foot/étreet had been built, thus appears to have been vacant

land, or the site only of minor outbuildings.

- 1847

., Frederick A. Roeder,
as has been mentioned, purchased William Anderson's one-story

24 by 40 foot stone warehouse for § 1,000 and in 1848-49 {ad:

stone story and a half to the original structﬁ}e. This enlarged
building,which fronted on the 15-foot wide alley, was used by
Roeder from 1848 to 1856 as andrinking house known as White Hall,
with a dwelling on the upper floors, and also as his warehouse for
his bakery operations,
In 1856, again as has been note, the United States purchased

s
the fromt or northern half of Roeder'tavern(Bldg. No. 7:Sa section

24 feet wide by 20 feet deep , from the baker for § 1,700, The

Federal Government then demolished that front half in order to

widen Potomac Street to 40 feet at that. point.



]

in the negotiations leading up to this acquisition, Col, Benjamin Huger,
uperintendent of the U.S. Armory, informed the Ordraance Department that
Roeder wantec 5 700 for the land to be sold and $§ 1,000 to ‘'replace"
8
the half of his 2% story stome structure that would be demolished.
Bldg. No. 5, which is located on the north end of Lot 16,
fronting on the new 40-foot wide street, thus appears to lave been
constructed by Frederick A. Roeder as a replacement for the space
lost by the cdemolition of ome-half of his Bldg. Ko. 7. This theory
is strongily supportec¢ by measured drawings of the bullding , namely
Drawings No NM-HF-¥: 3057, "The Burleigh Store; five sheets, dated
August 16,1656, These planSreveal that main portion of the two and
one-half story stone and brick house fronted 24 feet two inches on
Potomac Street and was 20 feet two inches deep, In other words,
the construction of the main portion of Bldg. No. 5, probably in the
summer of 1856 or 1857, provided almost exactly the same amcunt of
space that was lost by the demolition of one half of Bldg. 7., which
also had to have a new north or front elevation construction in 1856,
Furthermore,rthe early Historical Photographs(HF- 55, HF=- 379;

and HF-100, which will be discussed in some detail later) suggesti.

the north or front elevations of Bldgs. No. 7 and 5, both probably

built in 1856, were almost identicall

It thus appears most probable that Bldg. No. 5 was erected in

8. Huger to Col. Henry K., Crazig, Chief of Ordpance, Jly July 17,1852,
HFNHP Reel 26, V. 4, p.3231.
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12245 or 1327 as o tvin lLicuse to remodells” T 7.
: ~ mdamyym o a s S 1TH ] Lt B I B o e : ~1 &
A8 comsziruncted ir 1356-57, Sldz. © was a two and one-half

stery house with a slate covered gebla rog f. Uniike Blcg. 7, however,
3ldg. Wo. 3 mever pad a celler. Bldz. "o, 3 fronted 24 feet 2 inches
on Potomac Street and was 20 feet 2 dimches ¢ +-. The first story stone

walls of Bldg. 5 were one Icet seven inches hick and were possibly
constructed of stone salvaged from the d=- 7'ched portion cf Bldg. To. 7.

The walls of the two upper floors of Bldg, :re constructed of brick,

The - ,”. east and wedt side walls are one footr two inches thick and the
front and rear walls are S% inches thick,

Like Bldg. Wo., 7, Bldz., 5 had swall chimneys centered in the
front and rear gable end walls., The feun=sst r.ion of of the north
(front) elevations of Bldgs. Ho. 5 and 7 als were almost identical.

Zach was divided into three bays., On the £ :st story there was a

wide door located in the center bay and one ~indow in each of the

A

flanking bays. 1In the second story thersz 1 one difference,

P g
o o
o

D1ldx No, 7 had three windows, but Bldg. 5 deor with a small transon

abovesopened out on to a small
q4a¥ wooden porch or balcony in the center bar and a flanking window

t. either side. Like Bldg. 7, Bldg. No. 5 had one window in the

third stery level, centered un the end chir-=yv. Like Bldg. 7, the

o
oy
[

h

[

windows in Bldz. 5 has six over six ligucs. By 1889, rirst stone

story of Bldg. 5, on the north or fovomnt elevition, was §;¢ﬁipainted
white(See HF=- 100). The second gn d £ =i -4 story brick walls
of Bldg. Ho. 5/$ere unpainted during the perisd 1865 to 1889,

- 1 e
(See Photos HF-35; HF- 37%, and IF- 107,



The firste-story winddwsSon the front elevation of Bldg.

No., 3, like those of Bldg. 7, were adormed with exterior louvered

<

shutters (See HF- 100). The eaves of the the easy
e

and west side

~

elevations of Bldg. 5 were §,.o marked by corbelled brick cornices.

The three openingfin the second story of the facade were
topped by IZlat brick arches,
The first floor of the main house of Bldg. 5 , like D1dg.

7, probably consisted of one large room that could be use as a

floors, intended

tavern, a store, or a warehouse. The upper
for use as a dwelling, again like Bldg. No. 7, probably had two
rooms on each level,

At some undetermined date afEE?“l856-5?>when the main portion

F

of Bldg. 5 was erected, but prior to 1861, a two-story brick

wing with a sloping shed roof was added to the rear(south) elevatioqj
near the southeast( left) cormer. The wing, 12 feet 7 inches wide
and 13 feet deep, contained ocne room on each floor. The first flodr
room in the wing, which contains a fireplace, may have served as .

the kitchen, and the rooms above perhaps as a bedroom. Windows in

the wing had six over six lights and were topped by flat brick

arches. The roof of the wing, like that of the main house, wg s
covered with slate,
In testimony given in 1902, the children of Frederick
A, Roeder stated that Bldg. NWo. 5 contained seven rooms{ in contrast
to five in Bldg. 5) in 1861, thus suggesting that the brick

bP”lﬁ“Lng ¢
of the Civil Var.

wing had been added to Bldg.?i

tional Archives Record Group 123, U.S, Court of Claims, JC Claim

ssional Jurisdiction) No. 11803, Claims of Frederick A, Roeder

e zgainst the U.S., 1873-1906, Fderal Federal Record Center,
and Maryland, See Appendix I, for statements of Riéer heirs.
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The facades of Bldg. No. 5 and 7, little altered from their

pre~Civil War apﬁ%rance are still to be seen in Photc HF-G6,

A J
which was taken in the period 189é'to 1901, liap YNo.5~ The Sanborn

Company Insurancex@i * ” Map of Harpers Ferry, dated September
1987, reveals that the one~-story covered porches that were to
be added to the first stories of Bldgs., No. 3 and 7 had not
vet been erected by that date. For these porch\gs, which wére
built in the first decade of the 20th century, see Figure 34
Archeologist
on page of 30 of David Hardgrave Hannah's '"Archeological
Excabations on Virginius Island, Harpers Ferry National Historic
Park, 1966 - 1968 ( Harpers Ferry Job Corps Civilian Conservation
: 10
Center, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, March 1969).
Parik thotos, NHF-196 and NHF- 843, taken 1953-56, show
the 20th century one-story porch on the front of Bldg. 7; the similar
porch on Bldg. 5 is missing, but structurel evidence visible on
the facade documents the fact that such a porch had once existed.
The Inventory of Buildings, prepared by Henry C. Edwards and
John Ty Willett in 1953, to accompany the Architectural Base Map of

Harpers Ferry, Drawing No, WM -~ HF - 3055, offers the following

information on the state of Bldg. No. 3: Type: Store; Date- B,1847

(Eétually 1856) Built by: . No of stories 2%, 1 story
wood shedqzé reai}. Square feet per floor- 649 plus 200 in shed,

10. This photo, doMated by the 3ank of Charles Town, Charles Town,
W.Va., was dated by the bank as taken in 1893, but the actual date
had to be after 1901 and probably 1907, for the Iollowing reasons:
lst. The Catholic Church, on which remodellimjwork began in 1896 ,
is completelv remodelled in this view. 2nd. Bldg. llo. 3, which was
erected after 1901 and before 1907 is visible in this picture; and

3rd. The Sanborn Companyv Insurance Map of September 1907 indicates
that 7% “neither Bldgs, 5 or 7 had had front wooden porches added
to their facades as of that date.
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200 plus § 5,800 for Bldg. No.l6., Condition:

ﬁ
Flood damag 7? terioration from meglect, Remarks
Burleligh family fore Civil war< Incorrect- since

to Frederick Roeder,1847, Unused since 1918,




. Th

Use of 31dz, 5, Roeder:'s Store,1856-1953

Confectioners, bakers, and tavern keepers diéd not find

it necessary tec advertise their business in the newspapers

sc that there is no documentary evidence available on just how
utilitized

during the period 1856 to 1861.

Roeder's children, in statements made in 1902, indicated that

out
their father had rented Bldg. 5 for § 1 a month prior to
1
the Cdil War. From the design and location of Bldg. 5

it could be used as a tavern, store, or warehouse on the

first floor, and as a residence on the upper floors. From

it location close to the entrance to the & U,S, Musket Factory,

Bldg. 5 may well have been used, as was Bldg, No. 7, as another

frinkin;house.“ 7

On Apftl 1§,1861, Confederate troops §gized the National
Armory at Harpers Ferry and held the town until June 15, when
after destroying all the Armory buildings they could and removing
all of the machinery possible, the Confederate Arﬁy under the
cormand of General Joseph E. Johmson evacuated the town,
Confederate skirminishers, however, kept moving in and out of
{arpers Ferry in the weeks that followed. A Union Army under

A

command of Major General Robert{

+ Patterson invaded
Virginia on July 2, 1861, crossing the Potomac at Williamsport,
Maryland., A Union force comprised of the lst New Hampshire,

1st Pennsylvania, and 9th New York regiments, under the

1. See Appendix I, Statement of James R. Roeder, September 5,1902,



.

command cf C

O

1. Stone, occupied Sandy Hook, iid., cpposite to
erry about the the same time as Patterson moved into ¥

Cn July &, a2t about & p.m., the piciket guard of the 9th lew York,

4

under command of Lieutenant Galbraitﬁy Co. E., was fired upén by
rebels hidding in the ruins of the Musket Factory, and posted behind
the iron treatle work and bridge abutments of the B, & 0. railroad

on tﬁe Virginia side of the Potomac. Fearing that the rebels wpuld
attempt a crossing, Lieutenant Galbraith called for re-enforcements,
Conpanies A, C, and a detail of 16 men from Company G, proceeded under
the command o?éajor Atterbury to the ruined B, &. O, Potomac bridge.
The firing last®about half an hour when the Federals retired, as their
antiquated smooth—bo?e muskets proved no match for the later model
rifles and rifled-muskets of the Confederates., One Union soldier was

M W

mortaiiy wounded, four moreAwounded in lesser degrees.

During this inital skirminish of the Civil War at Harper's Ferry,
the first civilian casuslties were experience. A shoemaker of Harpers
Ferry, named Harding, who was on a spree, needlessly exposed himself,

ané recelved a dangerous wouﬂ@fas a consequence of his foolhardiness.
hat same evening, when the fight was over, a straggler from a
Pennsylvania Regiment, celebrating the Fourth of July at Sandy Hook, fired

tt

a random shot across the Potomac, intent upon killing some damned

H .

rebel,’ His bullet glanced off the brick endﬁy of Isaac Fouke's Hotel,
the former Wager House or U.S. Hotel, located on Weger Lots 6, 7, and 8,

and struck Mr, Frederick A. Roeder, a prominent citizen of Harpers Ferry,

who happened to be coming around the cormer of the building, at that

r . ] - -
fateful moment. Roeder reachecd his home, Park Bldg, No. 16, unassisted



2.0

and shortly thereafter died from the wound which had ripped open
He was 51 vears old,

his groin, A Ironicelly enough, Roeder was a strong supperter of the
2

Union cause.

Roeder's wife, Anna Maria, had died in her 4lst year on March 23,
. "{::lé&}‘r .
€ “left six minor children aged two to

1861, and with his death on July 4,
davghFcs)

16, Roeder's 18 year olq«Mary L. Roeder, who had recently married,

and her 23 year old husband, John J. Kerm, took charge of the six

orphens and fled for safety to Maryland, living at Middletown and

Frederick during the remainder of 1861, On their departure,the citizens

v . 1. ) . [}
of Harpers Ferry and the roving soldiers of both armies loot Roeder's

property, furnishings and papers from Bldgs. No, 5, 7, and 16,

On Sunday, July 21, the day thet the First Battle of Manasses was

fought, Patterson, o ', retreated from Charles Town to Harpers

Ferry and established his headquarters in the residence of the Armory

[
Superintendent,AArmory Dwekling No., 25, on Camp Hill.

LIS
The wholesale mustering out of Patterson's command, Whic@qcomprised

chiefly of volunteerxSwho had enlisted for three months service, had

already commenced., @ July 21, five regiments left, four more on the

o Je 2F
22, and so on. His command of gﬁ 14,344 megxwas reduced by July 29 to

about five or six thousands men. The 70-year old Patterson was

discharged himself on July 25, Major General Nathaniel P. Banks

2. For detailed study of the first year of the Civil War at Harpers Ferry,
Sullivan. Arthur L., ''Harpers Ferry, April 18~ December 31,1861, A
Casualty of War,'"(NPS typescript, Harpers Ferry National Monument,
February 17,1960), pp.6l~ 65. For death of Roeder, also see
Barry, Joseph, The Strange Story of Harper's Ferrv(lst printing 1903,
7th Printing Shepherastown, W.Va., 1974),pp.106-108,
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took comunand of this recduced army on July 23, Long-term enlistees

now i oine¢ Banks's force until by August 6, he had almost 12,000 nen.
Convince 20,000 men were necessary to deiend the military

position Bolivar,

Loudoun, and Maryland Heights, Bank s withdrew his army from Harpers

P .
- . . :
n

Ferry te the liarvland bank of the Potomacy on August 17,1861 From
N’

August 18,1851 to February 25,1862, when the Union Army reoccuppied
3
Harpers Ferry in force, the town was virtually a no-man's land.
On or about July 25, 1861 and until March 25,1862, the Roeder
children and John J. Kern were to charge in 1873, the Union Armv under the

command of Maior General Robert Pattérson occupied and used the abandoned

buildings of Frederick A. Roeder. John J. Kern, who was appointed

administrator of the the Frederick A. Roeder
stated in his claim against the United States Govermment for the
4Lrmy use of these structure. That the Army 'took possession shortly

after tir. Roeder was killed..."

"They were all used by

( Philadelphia Fi;E} Zouaves( three month volunteer troogg}. Bldgs No.

5 and 7 had their first floors used as stables and the upper floors
were utilized to store hay and other stores. The Union Army used these

two structures'

off and on during the entire war.,' lern further
reported that the buildings were in good condition when the U.S. first

took possession, and

+

— -
.e(\grederick A. Roeder) always kept them in good
e
repair., They were in a bad condition when the U.S., left them, The

3, Sullivan, "Harpers Ferry. April 18- December 31,1861-4 Casualty of
Wer," pp.71-7%. Also Arthur L. Sullivan,"Harpers Ferry in the Civil
Yar- 1862,"(NPS typescript, Harpers Ferry National Nonument, June 26,

1962) .
1L70L ).



"windows had been taken out and removzd to Camp Hill to

quarters(Zor the soldiers) - ¢ with. I guess

Ca

L>

1,000.00 at that time to restore the (EH

condition in which they were before the U
4

(_
.
(V3]
-
4]
o
(e
=t
He
[
W
[o
n
[
[

P 1 . . . .
L same, Rern's remarks zhout dates in 1861 are not

particularly accurate because, as has been mentione

(a9
e
0
tiy
—
(1]
B
T
O

Maryland. Kerm, like his father-in-law, was also a strong U

3
Jota

on

supporter, and he returned to Harpecrs Ferry with his wife and the

2

sig Roeder children in March 1862, taking up

while the Union Army, as Xern wrote later, continued to utilize:
.
/ |

3ldzs. o. 5 and 7 off and on to the end of the war. The Kern-

doeder family contained to reside in i
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except during seve 1 brief intervals when Confederate trooos
&

again occupied Harpers Ferry end the family found it wiise to retreat

The censuses of 1373 and

s s - - 1880 reveal
again into ilaryland for safety. ... - -
John J. Kern, confectioner and baker,

* = = were livinz
In October 1873, acting as auministrator of the Roeder

cn Wagzer Lot 16, (4).
.state, John J. Kern presentad a claim against the United States

with his family of seven and James Roeder and Zamily of FOLr were
-

Government in the total amount of § 504.00 Ior the rent of 3ldgs.

No. 5, 7 and 16, during the period July 23,1351 to ilarch 25,1882,

=1

For .- he requested:
“"For Rent of two-story 3riciiouse(_with seven rooms)
- C Ty = 247
on Potomac Street from July 25,1361 to llarch 23,1332,
a4 19 5 108, 0 3
at 3 12,00 per mONtheesesseenncooassaneer LUSeut s,
. 1. - £ Ll lta wa L
4, See statements in Appendix I O TNR1S TepPOT L. ~ .
5, Claim of J.J. Zern Zor Rent, 3C4, Power oI Attorney, Latad (ctotexr
3,1873, to .M, llacrae, iational archives Record Sroup 1IZ.
4. census of 1270, liircrolim Reel No. 12572, National azchives,snstinzoan,l
Cenus of 1380 . Record Group 20 ofil 43 K
werked on the railread aad his 7
Zern's may have lived in 31dg, 1
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Kern was to press this in the 1. 7 Department, in
Congress, ani Iz the U.5, Court cf Clelins L o 1873 to June §,1806,
when the U.S. Jourt of Claims finally ararded the Roeder heirs
$ 320,00 of the total § 304 regussted, srn was then 70 vears
olé, The Roeler heirs, however, Cic ¢ vec.ive the § 320 award

until 10 years leater, because Longress -
did wol doag

mon@yﬂunti; March 4,19215, y January 1,1

.6 this money was~€/¢ujl7

distributed ac¢ follows: the lawyers an. .Aministrator¢.”’

o

heirs received § 29,38,

The Boerly FamilyhEra, 1881-1¢52;

Cn Januervy 3,1881, as has been mentioned, Administrator Johm
Je« Kern and the Roeder children scld Va_z2v Lot 16, with Zldgs.
Ho. 5 and 16, to Bridget

ars in history under the
7

i

$ 1,000. trs. Boerly

Thomas Becerly, a Harpe 5 Ferry tavern keeper

the John Brown raider- o2 October 17, 1859,

Thomas Boerly and his wife, Bridget; were both born in Ireland

(0]

in the vear 1818, The historian J-:gph Berry reportf that

i3l

Thomas was a native of the County ol Roscommon in Ireland.'

They had arrived in this country by 184!, fcr their eld t child,

10
liary, was born at Harpers Ferry duric:s ¢ it vear.

6. The more detailed story of this 43 year t:t e if narrated in
Snell, Charles V., "Historic Structur= ri: White Hall Tavern,
Blcg. No. 7, on Subdivisions Ho. 2 ané & of .. uger Lot Ho. 15-
Historical Data, Harpers Ferry Natiomel fistcrical Park, West
Virzinia,( National Captial Team, Denver Service Ceuter, Denver
Colopac, April 1930),pp.18-20,

7.Deed Book I, p,l1l04,

&. U.5. Census of 1£30, HFEHP Reel 12,n.L41.. They both stated that
they were 37 vears old and born in It~ a7

9. Barry, WJ p.54,
10. Census 6f 1850 188ts L ¥ as sin yvears ol¢ and borm in Va.
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Barry describes 3Joerly as "a man of great physical strenzth and

1y

he was noted for courage, He measured about six
11
weighed about two hundred pounds." In 1850 Boerly listed

eet in height and

"

his occupation in the census as " laborer" and he was probably

employed at the U.S. Armory. He and Brigdet had two girls and
ests

a boy, ranging in age from two to six., Surviving evidence sug

v

o
&

that Brigdet was probably the brains of the Boerly family.

At some date between 1850 and 1853 Thomas and #Hridget..
Boerly opened a tavern on Wager Lot 56, Section C in a three-

~

story stone and brick house that fronted on the south side of

-

iiigh Street, leasing the lot and house from Gerard B. Wager

-

one the heirs of John Vager, Jr., They made money, for in Kovember
1853 Thomas was eble to paid a total of § 676 to purchése Wager
LotfNo, 28 and Ho. 36 from the estate of Martin Grace, a deczased

12 .
tavern owner,. In a deed of trust dated July 8,1854, Thomas

Boerly put into trust to secure a loan "his household stuff and

furniture and bar amd bar fixture§" and he further noted that

s wife," had been keeping a tavern boarding house out of

which from her excellent care and labor considerable money was
13
made, '

117, Barry, Strange Story, 84,plus other details,
12, Deed Book 39, p.477.
13. deed of Trust,July 8,1854, Deed Book 34, pp. 134-136.



The family continued to operate their tavern at tl

Street stané from 1850 to 186l. Barry narrat€s the deatlh of Thomas

Q

A little hefore 7 o'clock,a.m. {(on October 17, 185%-2u
b 3

r

ing

G

— —
the John Brown Raid), Mr. Al exander Kelly (_a blacksminth who resided

in a house on Wager Lot Wo, 25, High Streéﬁ} approached the corner

of High and Shenandoah Streets (E&_Bldg. No. sz, armed with a shot~
gun, for the purpose of dischaa%ing it at the invaders. Ko sooner did
he turn the corner than two shots were fired at him and a bullet was
sent through his hat, Immediately afterwards, Mr. Thomas Boerly

. .. approached the same corner with the same purpose. He was a

<

man of herculean strength and great personal courage., He discharged
his gun at some oif the enemy who was standing at the arsemnal gate,

when a shot was fired at him by one of the party who was crouching

behind the arsenal fence. The &

bullet penetrated his groin,

14
inflicting a ghastly wound,of which he died in a few hours.”

The census of 1860 reveals that Thomas left three children:

Charles,

Elizabeth, 113 and Thomas, Jr., 8. His widow,

Etiﬂge&%listed her occupation as 'Merchant", The value of her
real estate owned(_Wager Lots 28 and 3%) at $§ 1,500, and the value of

15
her personal estate at § 600,

Writing of the Boerly family in 1903, Historian Joseph

] — -
Barry noted:  His(Thomas Boerly, Sr's) youngest child Thomas, Jdunior,

14, Barry, Strange Story, 51-52,
15, Census of 1860, Reel 12, ».195,
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‘still resides at Harper's Ferry anc is quite a prominent
citizen, (_He was mayor of Harpers Ferry in l896i. He has inherited

the great bodily powers anc¢ the many genial characteristics of his

ther. The State of Virginia granted a small pension to the widow but,
Cliem

the(Civil) war breaking out shortly afterwaﬂﬂg, she received no

1y
W

‘benefit

from the annuity until the restoration of peace, her claim was brought
to the notice of the state authorities., From that time, until her

death a few years aga, she was paid punctually. Mr.(Thomas) Boerly

16
o S—

1859) kept a grocery store and was in very comforisble cércumstances.”

—~
[ )
ja}

At the time of Thomas Boerly, Sr.'s death in October 1839, however,

(w3

31

all the hcousehold stuff anf furniture and bar and bar fixtures now in

the dwelling house anc tavern on High Street where said Boely iy 3
16 17

resides” was in the name of his wife Bridget. Zzza;ihe total value

of his personal estate in 1859, which included one small carriage and
18
ne grey horse, was $ 453.00,

Q

In the great public auction of Armory lands that was held at
Harpers Ferry in December 1869, when lot and buildings’were sold
at highly inflated prices, Bridget Boerly was the high bidder
for Wager Lot No. 18, with its with three-story brick house, at

alse 19
$ 2,600.00 and for vacant

Wager Lot No. 29 at $ 80,00,
hid

After thinking it over, she apparently decided she had
k-

much for Lot 18 and)on December 6,1869)refused to sizn her bond

or the property. The lot thus reverted to the U.S. Government,

i

16, Barry, Strange Story, p.85.
17. Deed Book 34,pp.134-136,
18, ¥ill Book No. 16, p. 162-163, Jefferson County Courthouse, Charles
Town, W. Va.

19."Letter from Chief Clerk of the War Department, communicating,in compliance
with a Senate Resolution of December 4,1873, information in relation to

the sale of Government property at Harper's Ferry(inl869), in Senate Executive

Documents, Vol. 1, 43rd Congress, Serial No., 1580, Document 6,p. &

b




and Mrs. Boerly thus escaped being burdened with a heavy debt

that many citizens saddled tiuemselves with when they bid
extremély high prices on the government land on the assumption that
Harpé:gg?éfry was about to enter a boom period, when in fact the
depreééion that began at Harpers Ferry in 1865 was to continue to 1884!
Mrs. Bberly diéjhowever, purchase Lot 29, which adjoined her Vager
Lot No.’28, for the bid price of $§ 80.00 and received her deed from
20

the United States on January 13,1872,

Refﬁrnimg to 31dg. Ho. 5 on Wager Lot 16, the Boerly or 3Burlei

family ¢ ' . operated this structure as a tavern f{rom

i

1881 well into the 20th century. 4{he Sanborn-Periis nap of Novarxber

1894 and the Sanborn MHap dated September 1903 -~ . indicate that
St

Bldg. No. 5 was being utilized as a “Saloon' when these map were

nrepared(See iaps & and 5). 3ldg. 5 was thus probably used
chiefly as a tavern, with a residence locatec on thc upper {loors,

from its construction in 1856 down to 1918,
as a tavern
ldg. Wo. 5 wvas opesrated by Thomas J. Durleigh, the som of

o
0

Bridzet = 3Bogrly, probably from 1881 to 1718, In the ccasus of
he

1900, gave his occupation as "

it

and he was then
21
nd seven children in Bldg. Wo. 16.

saloon keeper

)

residing with his wife

o
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20, Ibid., p. &3 511 in Mational ublic d 'nrs
. e £y T L e PR R
Szrvice, Lnt: JeedsSTro vy, O c
Demartment” . o Lo 10T
b3 - i
aale, Thomos Iot 1, 200 4. ~dngdert
- 2 1. S
2 ater abzted or : Tote
1 T ~a% 1 A LIPS T A S P4 -5
B L0 L O L OVEN 5 0, L s y Ll
A%
H .

~ - oo -
whe Lede LUTIEUS

P T



BIBLOGRAPHY

L. Primary Material:

1. Account Fiduciaries Books, Jefferson County Court House,
Charles Town, W. Va,

2. Deed Books, Jefferson County Court House, Charles Town, W. Va.

3. Will Books, Jefferson County Court House, Charles Town, W. Va.
4, Vigrinia Free Press, Charles Town, Va., 1824-1861, a week'lv
newpaper ~ that printed Harpers Ferry and county news. Available
for use on nine reels of microfilm at Library of Harpers Ferry

National Historical Park,

5, Harper's Ferrv Constitutionalist ,1839-1840, a weekly newspaper
that was briefly published at Harpers Ferry. Available for use on
microfilm at Park Library.

6. Virginia Free Press, Charles Town, West Virginia, 1865-189¢.

Weekly newspaper publishing area news, Available for use(iwith
some gaps) at ShephcrﬂLCollege Library, Shepherqiown, W. Va. on
microlfim. Some bound volumes of originals in Jefferson County
Court House, Charles Town, W. Va.

7. Spirit of Jefferson, Charles Town, West Virginia ,1865 to 1955,

and to date., \eekly newspaper publishing area news, Available for
use on microfilm at the University of West Virginia, at liorgantown,
W. Va.

8.National Archives Record Group Wo. 2%, Records of the Bureau of the

Census, Pophlation Schedules of the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th,

lith, and 12th Censuses of the United States, 1840 to 1900,
Washington, D.C. Censuses for the years 1840 to 1870 are

available for use on microfilm at the Park Library.

9. Yorthern leck Grants Books, Virginia State Library, Richmond
Virginia.

10. Nationmal Archives Record Group No. 121, Public Buildings
Service, Entry wo. 75, Warrenty Deeds and Correspondence,
1796-1884, for Public Lands of the U.S. Armory at Harper's
Ferry, Va., Washington, D.C. Has copies of all the early
deeds, leases, etc,

11, Watiomal Archives Record Group 123, U.S. Court of Claims, JC
(Congressional Jurisdiction)- No. 11803~ Claim. Federal Record
Center at Suitland, Md. This has all the of the Frederick
A. Roeder Cleims for Bldgs. Ho. 5, No. 7, and No. 16 against
the United States from 1873 to 1906,



Biblogranhy (Continuted)

| 1. Primary Material:

! 12. Nationmal Archives Record Group No. 153. Records of the Qffice of

‘ the Judge Advocate General, Milit,ry Reservation Division, 130%-1942,
; 3ox es 44 and 435, West Virginia. Copies of early deeds of the public
lands at Harper's Ferry Armory and alsc of Robert Harpersf1782 will.
Washington, D.C.

|
; 13, National Archives Record Group No. 156. Records of the Chief of

: Ordnance. Cofirespondence of the Chief of Ordnance and the Superintendents
: of the U.S. Armory at Harper's Ferry regarding the purchase of land

! and buildings adjacent to the U.S. Musket Factory, during the years

. 1844 to 1857, Available on microfilm at the Park Library of Harpers

l Ferry National Historical Park.

ITI. Published Material :

Barry, Joseph, The Strange Story of Harper's Ferry, with Legends

i of the Surrounding Country( lst printing 1903,7th printing,

; Shepherdstown, W.Va., 1974). pp. 107-108, for extended

; account of the death of Frederick A. Roeder on July 4,1861,
P.109 for an account of the loeting of private and public

; buildings by citizens of Harpers Ferry and by soldiers of

both Armies.

i

III National Park Service Reports:

His\;gric American Building Survey: Building Nec. 5= The Burleigh Store,
Drawing No. W4~ HF - 3057, Five sheets., dated August 29, 1936.

Snell, Charles W., '"Historic Building Report, Part I, for Duilding No.
5." (NPS typescript, Harpers Ferry National Mdnument,
7.Va., dated October 18,1957, revised January 29,1958),
14 pp., 4 maps, and 1 photo,

Snell, Charles W., "Historical Building Report, Part II?%Historical
Data Section for Building Mo. 3, Frederiek A. Roeder's
Store,"( MPS typescript, Harpers Ferry Naticnal llonument,
March 31, 1959), 15 »p., 3 maps, and 3 photos.

Sullivan, Arthur L., "Harpers Ferry, April 18- December 31,1S51,~
A Casualty of War,'" Harpers Ferry National Monument(iiP3
Typescript, Harpers Ferry MM, February 17,1960), 118 pages.

14 illustrations,
Sullivan, Arthur L.,"Harpers Ferry in the Civil War - 1862,"(NPS typescript,
Harpers Ferry Natiomal Monument, June 26,1961), 257 pages,
23 Illustrations.

o - TIATY I A = . K T A oam -
Garoner. wdlliam . , "Zxcavatlions Harper
stucv rfor the Jenver Service len

1 1T~ PR O - ~ i

Arcneolozist Gardiner & test tEenc

of 3ldz. So. £, which wva cted

detween Sldzgs. 5 and 7. tzs

+! +~ +7 £ * o -

the area north of the rear evst




A)
)

Documentary eviden e on the number of rooms
and Use of Blég. No. 5, during the years 1861-62,
by the Union Armt‘a&

Data extracted irom:

Kational Archives Record Group Wo. 122, U.S. Circuit
Court of Claims Records. Claim File Neo. JC 11803,Congressional
Jurisdi tiom, Abstract of Edidence from 1873 to 1906 of Claims
of the Istate of Frederick A. Roeder to the U,S5. for the
U.S. Army use of Bdlgs, Ko. 5, 7, and 16 from 1861 to 1882,
Federal Tec#rd Center, Suitland, Md.
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Frederick 4, Roder's Store, Building No, 5: and 54 , in 1861-62

&oJohn J. Kern's cla‘.:'..gri, October L,1873 , for " rent on behalf of
the Estate of Fe.le “oeder:

For Rent for two story Brick House on Potoﬁac Street from
" July July 25, 1861 to ‘hrch 25,1862 at § 12,00 per
I"bnth...-n.-... $ lOBoOO

rented by Col, Baxter commanding Baxter; Philadelphia Fire Zou aves.
be John ig. Kern{66 year old) statement of Pepbe 541902 P. L/

There was one building @591@ on Washing‘bon@ HigE)S,jreet and
two (Bldgs. Noe. 5 and 7) on Potomac Street.

They were all used by Cole. Baxrter!s Zouaves.e.The two bréck
buildings on Potomac Street were used for stables and other purposes.

They took possession shortly after Mr. Hoeder was killed...

They (The Union Arry) held it contimuously until Baxter left and they
used them off and on during-the entire war, I think Baxter left sometime
in the spring of 1862e... The other tvgg_C_buildingE_} on Potomac rreet
were worth $ 10,00 each @1 rent per month) and did bring $ 15,00 at cone
timee

The buildings were in good condition when the U.S. first took possessi

and he @:oeder) always kept them in good repair. They were in a bad conditvion

when the ¥ U.,S. left theme The windows had been taken out and removed to
Camp Hill to build guarters witho I guess it would have cost $ 1,000.00
at that time to restore the (3 buildings to the o© ndition in which they
were before the U.S. authorities used the sameo

Cross-examination of Kern: P. O

",.eOne of the buildings on Potomac Street had five rooms(Eldg, No._3)
and the other (Toe 7)." threec... I can't say who (What &fficers) used the
buildings on Potomac Street. They were in and out all the time... The other
two (Tmildings) on Potomac Street{ were worth) about one thousand dollars
@ the time the occupancy commencedh,

ce lary L. Kern, 59 years old, oldest child of Frederick A. Roeder,
Statement of Pept. 5,1902: £ 9

" I know the U.S. authorities occupied buildings belonging to my
father's estate during the war, ~- our home place @dg. No. 16) and two
@dg. Nose 5 and 7) on Potomac Streets.. One (Eldge No. 5) on Potcmac
Street (Ccontained)seven (Toom3) and the other (Bldge No. had) five (Tooms)s

Our father was killed July L,1861l. and the troops took possession_of the
house (Bldg. No, l_éj that monthe. They gave up the home building @o. l@ and
we took possession in “arch, 1862. The other two they used after that at
different times during the war. They were brick buildings. (Ihe Union Army
used) The Potomac Street buildings for stables and warehouses for storing
feed, etce '
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Uross-examination of Mary L. Kern,1902: ¢

"The two buildings on Potcrac Street were two and one-half staries
highe _ I think it was Col. Baxter who had comtrol of the home house(Eldg.
Noe 1@’ and it was“the same troops had the octhe: two." -

de Yames R, Foeder, 5L years old, second c&dest son of Frederick 4, .
Roeder, statement of Pept. 5,1002: '

The Union arry used three houses @-g « Noe 5, 7, and 16} and 2
bakery(Z1ldz. No. 1642) belonging to ry father's estates..

The other two buildings were on Potomac Streete Thev were built
of bricke One (Sldg. NO.STD had seven rooms and the other ( Bldz. No. 72
fives, They used the lower part fer horses and hed forage in the upper
part. The larger tuilding was worth $ 10 per month{ in rent) and the other
$ 6,00, ¢ __ - :

They (the Union Army) took possessicn not quite 2 month after ry.

father died, July k,1861, I cewld not say Zer sure but I think they
(391. Baxter of the 72d Penn.-Fire Zousves) remz ned there that winter. ¥

Cross=examination of James R. Roeder: P f{

¥ mhe same officers (I, Baxter and his staff had control of the tuildings
[ ——

on Potorac Street.'’ '

eo Thomas Je Burleizh, past 50 years of age, owrer in 1902 of Bld e No, 16
statement of Septe 5, 1902: £ b > 8 B

." I. cdont remerber about them @e Union Ar@ occupying the two bui
nildings No. 5 and 7) on Potomas 8treet, but I
mich damaged by some cne,"

ldings
remember they were very

fo. Summary of the evidence by &ttorney GoW. Hott, iay L,1906:

"Une (Bldz, No.5) contained seven roons and orz (Bldg, No. 5) fives

The buildings were used for....a stable, and warshouses,"
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klap Wo. 1
A Portion of the '"Plat of the Wager
Six Acre Reservation and the Three-fourth of an
Acre Ferry Lot Reserwvaticn, showing the subiivision
of this land of John Wager Jr., amoug his t-—wee
heirs, Cctober 10,1835, By James M, Brown, I..-.C.
Scale: One inch equals 60 feet.
Original of this plat is in Deed Dook 22, at page 140,
Jefferson County Court House, Charles Town, 7. Va.
This is from a tracing of the original made bv Architect .-~hie
W. Franzen, July 11,1957, and numbered as {aroers Ferry °  icnal
Monument Master Plan Drawing Wo., WH-HF 30706,
The buildings shown on this plat have been added by Kistoran
Charles ¥, Snell on the basis of the announcement and descripti@ion
of the Wager lots and buildings of James B. Wager that were to be
offered for sale at public auction, L‘ich was published in the
Viroinia Free Press, on April 7, 1836, p. &, c, 1, supplemen.ed by
data drawn from the two”foLTON1ng'sets or Tailroad maps:
1."Map of Harper's Ferry Shewing the Location of l “iinchester

and Potomac Railroad, Drawn by Lieuts, White, Allen, and K. . Smith,
U,S., Army, under the direction of James Keawney, Lt. Col. ;d T.E, =
Mayp No. 2. Approved by President Andrew Jackson, 27th Jan. ry 1835.
Scale 100 feet to one inch. Prepaeed in 1834, this mep iz .ncluded in
" the Harpers Ferry National Monument Master Plan as Drawing No, NM-HF -
3002,

2, ”Map Shewing the routes surveyed for the Balt. - 7..> Rail Road
along the public grounds on the Pctomac at & above HARPLR™S FIDRY upon
wnich the Company have applied to Govermment for permission to locate and
construct their road, Scale 400 feet to one inch,” Signed Benjamin H.
Latrobe, Engineer of location & construction, Balt, & Okiz R, R&.

(no date, but prepaeéd in 1837 and agreements based on this map with
U.5. signed by the Secretary of War and President of the B & C, on
November 3,1838), Sheet No. 3; and''No.2- Sketch Shewing two practicable
locations for the Balto. & Chio R.Rd. through the village ~f darper S
Ferry. Scale 100 feet to one inch.''Ordnance Office,Drawer o, £

Portfolio 1, No. 5 and 6.(National Archives Record Grocup o. 121,
Public Bu1lalngs Service, Washington, D.C.)

Buildings colored red are brick; Buildings cc¢ :.zd blue are
stone; and buildings colored yellow are frame. Materials «f - :ildings
have been determined by Historian Snell.
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Map Wo. 2

KU . .-
Sketch No. 2, Shewing two practicable loc

[~
for the Batto. & Chio R. Rd. through the village of
Harper's Ferry. Scale 100 feet to ome inch.H
Ko date, but prepared in 1837 #as part of z studv and
agreement that was signed by the Secretary of ar
and President of the Baltimecre and Chio Railrcad
for a right of way through the U.S. Musket Factory
grounds on November 3,1838. (Ordnance Oifice, Drawer
5, Portfolio No. 5) Natiomal Archives Record Group 121,
Public Buildings Service.

This map, drawn in 1837-38, shows that the
the future site of Bldg, No. 7 was vacant in 1837,

~
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Re, 2, Sketch, Shewing Lwo Practicsi:
the Ealto, ¢ Chio R, Ry4 through
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Scale 10G ft = 1 inen

rdnance Ofrice, “rawer 5, Pertfolis 3
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MAP of the Relative Position of the Reserved(VWager Six
Acre Reservatici) Land & Public Works at HARPERS FERRY, VA.
1844

(Copy~ H. Ferry Armory 22 March 1847~ Prepared by Major John
Symington§§w0rdnance Department, Drawer 5, Portfolio No. 1).

(National Archives Record Group, No. 121~ Public Buildings Servicey
Washington, D.C. Map has beegreduced to about one-quarter of its

original),

Symington prepared the original of this map in color to
accompany his letter of December 12, 1844 to Lt, Col. George
Talcott of the Ordnance Department, withSchedules A and 3,
requesting Congress to appropriate $ 50,261,00 to purchase

the enclosed areas from Wager Lot No. 16 west to 32, 33, and

34, as well as Wager Lots 11 and 12 at the entrance of the

Musket Factory Yard. Symington shows the locatioms of all
buildings on the lots he wished to acquire. 3y purchasing this
land, Symington planned to demolish all of the bujlding fronting
on the south side of the 15-foot wide alley and widén it into a

40 foot wide street, thus creating an effective firebreak or
ldne Dbetween the Armory workshops and the structures on Six Acre
Reservation &and. Symington also hoped to demolish the large three-
story brick buildings om Wager Lots 11 and 12,so that he could widen
and develop a formal entrance to the U.S. Mukset Factory Yard.

in
£

Symington's Letter of December 12,1844, with Schedules A and 3,
describing the improvemengs om each loty with the price of land and
building’ is published in Serial No. 464, Document No. 43, 28th Congress
2nd Session, 1844-45, House of Re. presentatives Zxecutive Documents,
Vol. 2, Document No., 43,
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Map No. &

Section of The Sanborn Perris Maps

of Harpers Ferry, Jefferson County, West Virginia,
November 1894, Scale 50 feet to one inch,

A set of original plates from this atlas are in the
Fark Library at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

Buildings colored red are of brick construction.
Buildings colored blue are of stone construction
Buildings colored yellow are of frame construction.
These materials as given on this copy of the map are taken
from data shown on the 1894 insurance maps.
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Map No., °

Sanborn Company Map of Harpers Ferry
Jefferson County, West Virginia, September 1907
Scale g 50 feet to the inch.,.

4 set of plats from this atlas are available in
he library of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,

ot

Buildings colared red are brick.
Buildings coloredi@lﬂ?'are stone.
Buildings colored yellow are frame,

In_formation on materials used in the comstruction of the
buildings based on data shown on the 1907 insurance maps.
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Map Ko 6

B & C. R.,R. Main Line District
Shenandoah Division - Main Line

“™ PLAN SHOWING RIGHT OF WAY, BUILDINGS AND TRACK
IARPERS FERRY, W. VA,

Office of Dist. Engr. M of W., Baltimore, Md.
February 19,1913, Note Books C~ 31 & 35, 1-7-5,
Scale one inch equals 50 feet,

Map from part of Harpers Ferry Natlonal Honument Master
Plan ~ Drawing No, NM- HF 9003,
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PHOTC NC. 7

Bldg. No, 5 in IQQ:fkaorth(front) elevation.
T

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No, NIF - 182,
Photo by Archife W. Franzen,
August 6, 1957

bilization
b k%ifwork had been completed on the structure,

Bldg. No, 5 after !

To the left can be seen the north(rear) elevation of Bldg. 15. Bldg. No. 0,
erected ca., 1890, which stood to the left of Bldg. No.5, occupying fully the

ground between DBldgs. No. 5 and 7, was demolished by the National Park Service in

1956 because the structure intruded heavily on a major historic scene,.

The connecting street, to the right of Bldg. 5, running from Potomac Strecet

south up the hill to High Street, is former Wager Lot 17 and was made into a street

by the U.S. Armory in 1856-57.



PHOTO NO. 8

Bldg. No. 5- Roeder's Store, in 1950

Harpers Ferry Hegative No. NHF - 181,
This photograph, taken in 1956+ prior to any £ﬁg§ébiiizé§}én work)
shows the west(side) and south(rear) elevations of Bldg. No. 5 and its rear
two-story brick wing. The main house, erected in l85§€3§% has the stone walls of its
first story painted white, as the north or i ¥ front elevation was in‘the earliest
photographs, The large chimney in the south gable wall, which served a fireplace
in the first story of the rear wing, was probably added to the orginal house when
the wing was erected,prior £0 1861¢ and after 1857. The strcet or alley, in the

left corner of the picture, running north to Potomac Street, was created in 1856% vwlen

former Wager Lot 17 was purchased by the United States Government from

Roeder, and the large wooden stable on the lot demolished in order to make the

land into a street.



PHOTO 0. 1

Jolia Brown Fort, larpei's Ferry, ca,1873=75"

L.arpers Ferry NP llepative No, IHF=- 55,

dgs., from left to rizhty HNorth gable end wall of Bldg. No. 9, then Bldg. llo. 83, next

\d 16cated on its original(l848) site in the U.S. Musket Factory Yard, with the wooden cupola

i

n its roof, is the 'Joln Brown FortJ' or Arwmory Fire Engine House, Moving to the right and also

ated in the Musket ,, . . Factory Yard, is a small portion "'of east gable end of the Armory

v

aggiBldg. Visible between the Fort and the 0Office, is the north or front elevation of
The first story, the stone portion of the facade, is painted white. The brick walls of
cond and third story of this same elevation appear to be unpainted. The north or front

tion 1s divided into three bays. Hote the center door. in the center bay of the first

Bldg. No, 5, Roeder's StoreJis not visible in this photograph, but Bldg. Ho. 5, as
matches

.. the appearance of Bldg. 7

;ical in their fenestration in 1873,



PIIOTO NO. 2

JOUN BROWN's FORT, Ca. 1882-1836

Harpers Ferry NHP Negative No. lF~ 379.
Bldgﬁ,J - Left to right: Portion of Bldg. 9, then Bldg. No. 8, Joln Brown Fort, or Armory
Fire Engine House with cupola on roof)in its original location in the U.S. Musket Factory yard;
next, and also located in the Musket Factory Yard, the eastern portion of the Armory Office building,-
(gle one-story brick structure with the words "Iron" painted on the north wallgy Between the
Fort and the Office can be seen the north or front elevation of Bldg. No. 7- White Hall, with
the entire facade painted white,. To the right of Bldg. 7 and raising above the chimney of the
Armory Office” " is visible the unpainted north of front brick facade of Bldg. No. 5 at the
ghird story;%nﬂ level. Bldg. 5, like Bldg. 7, lhias a slated covered gable roof, small end chimnuoys

located in the north and south gable walls, and a windowwith six over six lights cntered in the

third story lewel of the north gable end.



PHOTO NO. 3

THE JOHN BROWN FORT IN THF 1889 TFLOOD

Harpers Ferry WP Hegative No, 100

Bldg8., from left to right: The north elevation of Bldg. No, 8, next the John Brown
Fort, or Armory TFire Engine House, with the cupola on its roof, still in its original
position in the U.5. Misket Factory Yard. At the righi{west) end of the fort, the white-
painted north third-story of Bldg. No. 7 rises above the roof of the {ort. To the vipght
of the fort, and still in the U.S, Musket Factory Yard, can be seen a few remalns of the
Amory Office Bldg. The demolition of the Office thus affords us an excellent view of the

east side wall and north or front elevation of Bldg. 5, which rises above the Armory wall,

The first

stone story, on the north elevation, is painted white, The upper and half stories,

built of brick, are unpainted, The north elevation of Bldg. 5 1is divided into three bays.

foor can be seen in the center bay of the first story, with a window located in the

left or east bay. Th

sexterior shutters,which adorn this window, are closed tight. The

center bay of the second story has a door with a small transon above, that opens out on the
! ' 2

small wooden balcony on which tHa women is standing. The window :in the second floor east

bay and also the window located in the third story level, above the door, both have six over
six lights, ‘ The slate covered gable fo0f has small chimneys located in the north and south

gable walls, Compare this bhoto with Photo IIF-55 of Bldg. Wo. 7, taken in 1865, Except for

the second story bhalcony on Bldg.5, the two structures-are otherwise identical.



PHOTO NO.4

JOUH BROWN''S FORT, 1890-92

Harpers Ferry NHP Wegative No, 190
The Armory Iire Engine House, or Joln Brown Fort, still stands on its original site
in the U.S. Musket Factory Yard, and the Armory Office Buifding which once stood to the right
of the Fort lhias Dheen demolished, thus Indicating that this photograph was taken in the period
1889-1892, Above the Armory Wall, and to the right of the Fort, rises Bldg. 5, affording an
xcellent view of the thrézbayawide north or front elevation of the second and third stories.
The stone first story,a small portion of which can be seen above the armory wall, is painted

white, The ,' ;ﬁ brick upper stories are not painted., The second story still has its

center door with a small transom above and opens ut on the small wooden balcony, The

flanking windows have sgix over six lights, The third story window, centercd over the
door, appears to be boarded up. This view, when compared with Photos. UF- 100, taken in 1889,
nos t

HF- 55, taken of Bldg. 7 in 1865, would appear to help fill ini¢ =: of the missing details

for both Bldgs. No. 5 and 7, that are not always visible in any one picture.

-~

het



PHOTO NO. 5

~HARPERS TFERRY FROM MARYLAND HELGUTS,1896-1901,

llarpers Ferry HHP Hegative No., [~ 96.
This photo was taken after 1896, because the remodelling work which began on the
Catholic Church in that year is well underway, and prior to 1902, because Park Bldz, No. 3
haf§ not vet been constructed on lligh Street.
To the right of Park Bldgs. No. 9 and 8, and #:fronting on Potomac Street and ﬁ{Q
rebocated B & O Railroad tracks, can be seen Bldg. No. 7, Bldg. Wo. 6( the two-story frame
structure, erected about 1890), and to the right of Six, Bldg. No. 5.

The first story of Bldg, No. 5 is still painted white, but the color has faded
badly, suggesting that it has not béegepainted a for a number of years, Note that neither
Bldg. Wo. 7 or Bldg. No., 5 yet have the one-story covered f{rame porches that were to be

added to their north facades in the 20th century. Sanborn Company Insurance Mapfﬁfor
y7n N.Zx.ot...

1907 indicate§ that the porches were erected after the year,that map was prepared.
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PHOTO HO, 6

PARK BLDGS, NO, 5, 6, and 7 in 1955

From lelt to right: The north or front elevations of Bldgs. No. 7,

Bldg. No. 6, erected ca. 1890, and Bldg. 5. The one-story frame porch ?yi?;gthnt

was added to the front of Bldg. 7 8% some undetermined date after 1907 is still

standing in this view., A similar porch added to the front of RBldg. No. 5 after

1907 is no longer standing, but the structural evidence visible on the facade
documents its former existance. The glass is missing from the windows of Bldg.
No. 5, and the structure appears empty and in poor condition, suggesting that it

had not be used for a number of years.
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