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A D M IN IS T R A TIO N

The Home o f  F ranklin  D. Roosevelt N ational His-
to r ic  S ite is adm in is te red  by the  N ationa l Park 
Service. U.S. D epartm ent o f  the  In te rio r. A super-
in tenden t, w hose  address is Hyde Park, Dutchess 
County, NY 12538, is in im m edia te charge.

As the  N a tion 's  p rinc ipa l conse rva tion  agency, the 
D epartm ent o f  the  In te r io r  has basic  respons ib ili-
ties  fo r  w a te r, fish , w ild life , m inera l, land, park, 
and recrea tiona l resources. Indian and T e rr ito r ia l 
a ffa irs  are o th e r m ajor concerns o f Am erica 's  
''D epa rtm en t o f  N a tu ra l Resources." The D epart-
m ent w o rks  to  assure the  w ises t cho ice  in man-
ag ing all o u r resources so each w ill make its  fu ll 
c o n trib u tio n  to  a b e tte r U n ited S ta tes—now  and in 
the  fu tu re .

U.S. D ep a r tm en t o f  th e  In te r io r

N a t ion a l P a rk  S e rv ic e

Home
of

Franklin
D.

Roosevelt
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE • NEW YORK



"This is  the  house in  w h ich  m y  husband was bo rn  
a n d  b ro u g h t up. . . .  He a lw ays fe lt  th a t th is  was 
his hom e, a n d  he lo v e d  the house a n d  the view, 
the  woods, specia l trees. . . . "

— M rs. Franklin  D. Roosevelt



THE HOMEFranklin  D. Roosevelt, 32d P resident o f th e  U n ited 
S tates was bo rn  in th is  hom e on Janua ry  30, 
1882. He was the  o n ly  ch ild  o f James and Sara 
Roosevelt.

F ranklin  Roosevelt spent m uch o f his life  here. 
Here F rank lin—the  to d d le r, the  litt le  boy, the  
young m an—was shaped and g rew  to  m a tu rity . 
Here he b ro u g h t his bride , E leanor, in 1905, and 
here they  raised th e ir  five  ch ild ren . From here he 
began his p o litica l career th a t s tre tche d  fro m  the  
New York S tate Senate to  the  W hite  House. Roose-
ve lt was a S tate senator, 1911-13, A ss is tan t Sec-
re ta ry  o f  the  Navy under W ood row  W ilson, 1913- 
20, and unsuccessfu l v ice -pres identia l cand idate  
in 1920. Then, in 1921, he con tra c ted  in fa n tile  
paralysis. D u ring  his s trugg le  to  conquer the  
disease he spent m uch tim e  here. He re fused  to  
becom e an inva lid  and reentered po litics . He was 
e lected G overnor o f New York in 1928 and 1930 
and P resident o f th e  U n ited  States in 1932. As 
G overnor and President, he came here as o fte n  as 
he cou ld  fo r  resp ite  fro m  the  tu rm o il o f  pub lic  
life . On A p ril 15, 1945, 3  days a fte r  his dea th  in 
W arm  Springs, Ga., P resident Roosevelt was 
bu ried  in the  fam ily  rose garden. Seventeen years 
la te r, on Novem ber 10, 1962, M rs. Roosevelt was 
bu ried  beside the  President.

The cen tra l pa rt o f the  bu ild ing , the  o ldes t section, 
dates to  the  early 1800's. W hen James Roosevelt 
b o ug h t the  house in 1867, it  had a c lapboard  
ex te rio r.

The main house has undergone many renova tions  
and add itions  w ith  the  passage o f years. In 1916 it  
assumed its  present fo rm . The cen tra l pa rt, its  
c lapboards rem oved, w as covered w ith  s tucco  and 
fro n te d  by a po rch  w ith  a sweeping ba lustrade and 
a small colonnaded p o rtico . On each end, the  
Roosevelts added a tw o -s to ry  w ing.

THE SITE

Franklin  Roosevelt's hom e was designated a 
N ational H is to ric  S ite  on Janua ry  15, 1944. A g if t  
from  President Roosevelt, the  s ite  then  consis ted 
o f 33 acres con ta in ing  the  home, o u tbu ild ing s , and 
the  grave site. The S ecre ta ry  o f the  In te r io r  ac-
cepted t it le  to  the  area on Novem ber 21, 1945, 
w hen M rs. Roosevelt and her ch ild ren  w a ived th e ir  
life  in te res ts  in the  house and grounds. The site  
was fo rm a lly  dedicated on A p r il 12, 1946, the  f irs t  
ann iversary o f the  President's death, and now  
con ta ins 188 acres.

A t Hyde Park, Franklin  Roosevelt accep ts the  1 9 2 0  
v ice -pres identia l nom in a tion  o f his party.



Hom e o f Franklin  D Roosevelt 
N a tiona l H is to ric  Site 
Hyde Park. N Y

The tw o  firep la ce  p o rtra its  are o f Roosevelt an-
cestors. O ver the  le ft  firep lace  is the  G ilbert 
S tua rt p o r tra it  o f Issac Roosevelt, the  President's 
g rea t-g rea t-g rand fa ther, w ho  was active  in the  
R evo lu tionary  W ar, a m em ber o f the  S tate con s ti-
tu tio n a l conven tion , a S tate senator, and a mem-
ber o f the  S ta te  conven tion  w h ich  ra tif ie d  the  
C o nstitu tio n  o f the  U n ited States. Over the  r ig h t 
firep la ce  is a p o r tra it  o f F ranklin 's g rea t-g rand -
fa the r, James Roosevelt, w ho  was a New York 
C ity  m erchan t, a S ta te  assem blym an, an alderm an, 
and the  f irs t  o f the  fa m ily  to  se ttle  in Dutchess 
C oun ty  in 1819.

Ellen Em m ett Rand pain ted the  la rge p o r tra it  o f 
F ranklin  D. Roosevelt a t Hyde Park in 1932. The 
tw o  highback lea the r cha irs  a t the  le ft  end o f the  
room  w ere Franklin  Roosevelt's w hen he was 
G overnor o f New York. He received a ch a ir fo r  
each o f his 2-year term s. He always sat in the  one 
on the  le ft.

The Dresden Room  takes its  name fro m  the  de li-
ca te ly  w ro u g h t Dresden chande lie r and m antel 
set th a t Jam es Roosevelt purchased in Germ any 
in  1866. The rug  is an Aubusson. Sara Roosevelt 
chose the  f lo ra l drapes and m atch ing upho ls te ry  
in 1939, sh o rtly  be fo re  the  K ing and Queen o f 
England v is ited  here.

Q uiet now , the  D in in g  Room  o fte n  buzzed w ith  the

d inne r ch a tte r o f  g ro w in g  ch ild ren  and the  con -
versa tion  o f d is tingu ished  guests. On e lection  
n igh ts , F.D.R. and his po litica l associates fille d  
th is  room  w ith  smoke as they  ta llied  v o tin g  re tu rns.

S econd F loo r

Young Franklin used the  B oyh oo d  Bedroom , as 
d id his sons. The m any notab les w ho v is ited  the  
Roosevelts used the  Blue  and M o rn in g  Room s  and 
the  room s on the  rive r side o f the  hall. Roosevelt 
was bo rn  in the  Blue Room, the  m aster bedroom  
o f the  house p r io r  to  th e  1916 expansion.

A t the  end o f the  ha llw ay, in th e  stone w ing  ove r 
the  liv in g  room , is F.D.R.'s B edroom , w h ich  con-
ta ins  his fa v o rite  p ic tu res, naval p rin ts , and fam ily  
photographs. The leash and b lanket o f the  Presi-
dent's  dog, Fala, are on the  S co ttie 's  ow n chair. 
S cattered about the  room  are the  books and 
m agazines tha t were here a t th e  tim e  o f  Roose-
ve lt's  las t v is it in M arch  1945.

F.D.R. LIBR A R Y

Next to  the  site is the  F ranklin  D. Roosevelt Li-
b ra ry , adm in is tered by  the  N ational A rch ives and 
Record Service. The museum  section  con ta ins  the  
President's study, his ship models, g ifts  fro m  
fo re ig n  ru le rs , and specia l exh ib its  ab ou t the  lives 
and careers o f F ranklin  and Eleanor Roosevelt.

Second F loor Plan

Firs t F loor Plan

GUIDE TO THE HOUSE

First Floor

President Roosevelt re fe rre d  to  th is  O ffice  as his 
"S um m er W h ite  House." Here on June 20. 1942, 
the  President and the  B ritish  Prim e M in is te r, 
W inston C hurch ill, s igned the  h is to r ic  agreem ent 
th a t resu lted  in the  w o rld 's  f ir s t  a to m ic  bomb. 
A lso fro m  th is  room , on Novem ber 6, 1944, 
Roosevelt broadcast his last cam paign speech 
w h ich  led to  his fo u rth  te rm  as President.

The fam ily 's  in te rests  and w ay o f  life  are ev ident 
im m edia te ly  upon en te ring  the  M ain  Hall. A few  
la rge pieces o f fu rn itu re  dom ina te  th is  room  and 
the w a lls  are covered w ith  p ic tu res, m ost o f them  
naval p rin ts . D irec tly  to  the  le ft o f  the  en trance -
w ay stands a massive oak w a rd robe , and, im m edi-
ate ly be fore  the  door, an 18 th -cen tu ry  g ra nd fa th e r 
clock. James and Sara Roosevelt purchased these 
pieces in the  Netherlands in 1881.

A ga inst the  w a ll, ju s t to  the  le ft  o f  th e  clock, stands 
a la rge sideboard th a t James Roosevelt bough t in 
Ita ly  in 1869. In the  sou theast co rn e r o f the  hall 
is a life-size bronze s ta tue o f  Franklin  D. Roosevelt 
a t the  age o f  29 , done by P rince Paul T roubetzkoy 
in 1911. D ire c tly  behind the  s ta tue is a w a ll case 
th a t holds m any b irds  Franklin  co llec ted  when he 
was 11 years old.

The sou th  ha llw ay leads past th e  Snuggery. M rs. 
Sara Delano Roosevelt's w r it in g  and s itt in g  room , 
to  the  L iv ing  Room, w h ich  occup ies the  lo w er 
f lo o r o f the  sou th  w ing. In th is  spacious room  the  
fam ily  played, read, and en terta ined .

He p a rtic u la r ly  ad m ired  the b e a u tifu l v iew , as d id  
everyone, fro m  the te rrace  a t  the  sou the rn  end  o f  
the  house. One s tepped  o u t lo n g  F rench w indow s  
fro m  the liv in g -ro o m -lib ra ry  and  o n to  a  green  
lawn. M any tim es in  sum m er, when  /  w o u ld  be 
to ld  th a t “ the  fam ily  was on the  law n . "  /  approached  
th ro u g h  the lib ra ry  a n d  saw  th ro u g h  the open  
d o o r an un fo rg e tta b le  p ic tu re : M rs. Sara Roose-
velt. in  a so ft, l ig h t  sum m ery dress w ith  ru ffles , 
h e r h a ir  cha rm ing ly  curled , s it t in g  in  a w icke r  
ch a ir a n d  read ing ;  M rs. Roosevelt, in  a w h ite  
dress a n d  w h ite  tennis shoes w ith  a ve lve t band  
a ro u n d  h e r head to  keep the h a ir  fro m  b low ing , 
s it t in g  w ith  h e r long-legged, g ra c e fu l p o s tu re  in  a 
lo w  ch a ir and  k n itt in g , a lw ays k n itt in g ; Roosevelt 
lo o k in g  o f f  dow n the r iv e r  a t  the  v iew  he adm ired, 
w ith  a book, o fte n  unopened, in  one hand, a n d  a 
w a lk ing  s tic k  in  the o th e r; dogs p lay in g  near by. 
a n d  ch ild re n  rom p ing  a l i t t le  fa r th e r  dow n the  
lawn. The scene was like  a C u rr ie r a n d  Ives p r in t  
o f  L ife  a long  the Hudson.

— Frances Perkins 
The R ooseve lt /  K new


