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ABSTRACT 

In April, 1985 the Midwest Archaeological Center, National 
Park Service, contracted with the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, for a cultural sites survey of 
the Homestead National Monument of America, Beatrice, Nebraska. 
The survey resulted in the accumulation of additional information 
about the nature and distribution of artifacts associated with 
the Daniel Freeman homestead (25GA91) and the documentation of a 
Central Plains Tradition site (25GA89) at the Monument. Because 
of the limited subsurface testing conducted at the Monument only 
site interpretations of a more general nature could be proposed. 
Nevertheless, the cultural resources at the Homestead National 
Monument have the potential for contributing to our understanding 
of late prehistoric occupation of the Central Plains and of the 
historic settlement of the Plains following the Civil War. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Scope of Work 

On April 12, 1985 the Midwest Archaeological Center, 
National Park Service contracted with the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln to conduct a Cultural Sites Inventory survey for 
Homestead National Monument in accordance with Executive Order 
11593 and Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1966, as amended, and the Cultural Resources Management 
Guideline NPS-28. 

Under the prescriptions of these legislations, the Midwest 
Archaeological Center, National Park Service, Lincoln, Nebraska 
requested a proposal for a systematic inventory of prehistoric 
and historic archeological resources within the boundaries of the 
Homestead National Monument of America. The proposed work was 
"not to include further study of previously investigated sites 
other than to relocate them and document the nature of their 
surface evidence" (NPS 1985:1). 

The scope of work for the archeological inventory at 
Homestead National Monument, Nebraska was to include three parts: 
(1) a systematic pedestrian visual examination of 100% of the 
Monument lands and subsurface site identification or evaluation 
if warranted and as proposed by the archeological contractor; 
(2) the documentation of the location and nature of the evidence 
for each site or isolated find, including the systematic 
recording of the related information on a Nebraska Archeological 
Survey site form, and maps with sufficent detail and scale to 
plot all forms of surface evidence of each site so as to permit 
easy relocation of the site by National Park Service personnel; 
and (3) a formal analysis of the results of the project and the 
preparation of a technical report (NPS 1985:2). 

Four technical goals were identified for the project by the 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln, Department of Anthropology: (1) 
identify the nature and distribution of the prehistoric and 
historic artifacts, artifact concentrations, and surface features 
within the Monument boundaries; (2) determine and record the 
exact location of all NPS markers which have been established 
within the Monument; (3) locate and record the currently known 
archeological features within the Monument; and (4) isolate the 
locations and extent of areas within the Monument which have been 
archeologically investigated in the past. 

In addition to the four technical goals, four other research 
objectives were identified in the University of Nebraska 
proposal. First was the clarification of historic and 
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prehistoric patterns of land use with the Monument by relating 
patterns of artifact distribution to land form and vegetation 
patterns. Second was the identification of diachronic changes in 
the household clusters and other residential or functional units 
which were recognized archeologically. The third and fourth 
goals had regional applications. The third objective was to 
collect window glass thickness data which could be built into a 
seriation model developed for 19th century Plains historic 
archeological sites (Schoen 1985). Fourth was an identification 
of probable sources of lithic debris recovered from the Monument. 
This information would contribute to discussions about 
prehistoric lithic procurement patterns of the prehistoric 
occupants of the Monument and would be useful for Park 
interpreters and Plains archeologists. 

The following report describes the archeological survey 
made at Homestead National Monument between April 15 and May 1, 
1985. This report also discusses the artifactual materials 
collected during this survey. It describes a previously 
unreported prehistoric site located within the park boundaries. 
Finally, it discusses the results of the archeological site 
survey in terms of the objectives outlined above. Prior to these 
discussions, however, is a brief summary of the natural setting, 
the historical significance of the Monument and the previous 
archeological investigations conducted at the Monument. 

Environmental Setting 

Homestead National Monument is located in southeast Nebraska 
in Gage County, about 4.5 miles northwest of Beatrice, Nebraska. 
The Monument is a memorial to the pioneers who settled the Plains 
and commemorates the influence of the homestead movement on 
United States history. It encompasses a T-shaped quarter 
section (160 acres) of prairie and woodland originally claimed by 
Daniel Freeman, together with a 1 1/2 acre tract containing a 
brick schoolhouse (the Freeman School) and 0.5 acres of virgin 
prairie. Cub Creek meanders 1 1/2 miles through the wooded 
north and west 40 acre tracts of the Monument proper. 

Topography 

The Monument lies within the glaciated Drift Hill Region of 
southeastern Nebraska. Interbedded limestone and shale indicate 
that this region was once covered by an inland sea. The area was 
uplifted and glaciers deposited large masses of earth material, 
called "glacial till". Water and wind erosion has resulted in 
the current landscape (Beesley et. al. 1964:68). 

The southern boundary of the Monument is characterized by a 
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Figure 1. Map of the Homealead National Monument ot America. 

u> 



medium-steep, north-facing upland slope. Along the gentle 
slopes, a mantle of dark brown silty loess overlies a brown 
clayey loam (Beesley et. al. 1964). In the steeper areas of the 
slope, the silty loess gives way to coarse sand. At the base of 
the slope, in low swales, and along the second terraces the 
predominant soil is a dark brown clay loam at least 30 cm deep. 
The lower terraces and bottom lands of Cub Creek are composed of 
mixed alluvium (Beesley et . al . 1964). The banks of the creek 
are steep-sided and are between four and twelve feet high. 

In general, the soil belongs to the Hobbs-Judson 
association: it is composed of level or nearly level soils of 
flood plains and foot slopes. The Hobbs soils of the bottom 
lands are of medium-textured alluvium and well drained. The 
surface layer is 10 to 14 inches thick and is of dark, slightly 
acidic silt loam. The subsoil is very dark, friable, yet heavy 
silt loam (Beesley, et. al 1964:11-12). Muir and Rokeby soils 
are found on low terraces. The Muir soils have a thick surface 
layer of dark, slighly acid, silt loam and a subsoil of friable, 
dark silty clay loam (Beesley et. al . 1964:16-17). Rokeby soils 
have a thick surface layer of dark, slightly acid silty clay loam 
and a subsoil of very firm, dark-colored clay (Beesley et. al. 
1964:18). The Judson soils have a 12 to 24 inch surface layer of 
dark silt loam or fine sandy loam and is medium acidic. The 
subsoil is friable, dark silt loam or clay loam. The alluvial 
land in this association consists of layered stream sediments. 
(Beesley et. al. 1964:3-4). 

The slopes on the southern end of the Monument are Geary 
silty clay loam and eroded, with a 5 to 8 percent slope. These 
are upland loess soils which form under prairie vegetation and 
mid to tall grasslands. The southeast portion of the park is of 
severely eroded Morrill soils and has a 8 to 18 percent slope. 
Such soils have a surface layer of loam or clay loam 3 to 5 
inches thick and a gritty clay loam subsoil. Along the southern 
boundary and towards the west, the soil is Judson fine sandy loam 
with a 3 to 5 percent slope or Muir silt loam on the prairie. In 
the woods, along Cub Creek, are alluvial deposits. At the base 
of the slopes are Judson silt loam with 3 to 5 percent slope. 
The center portion of the prairie is Rokeby silty clay loam. The 
northern sections of the Monument are Muir silt loam and Hobbs 
silt loam (Beesley et. al. 1964:Soil Map Sheet 6). 

Vegetation 

Approximately two-thirds of the area is prairie. The 
prairie is being restored to tall grass prairie and associated 
prairie plants including little bluestem (Andropogon scoparius), 
big bluestem (Andropogon gerardi), Indian grass (Sorghastrum 
nutans) , lead plant (Amorpha canescens) , switchgrass (Panicum 
virgatum), prairie rose (Rosa arkansana), milkweed (Asclepias 
sp.), and goldenrod (Solidago spp.) (Landers 1975). Currently a 
number of exotic grasses, such as foxtail (Setaria sp.) and 
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smooth brome (Bromus inermis), and weeds such as Russian thistle 
(Salsola kali), bindweed (Connolvalus sp.), mullein (Verbascum 
thapsus) , and dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) have invaded the 
prairie (NPS 1983:15). Approximately 95 acres have been restored 
to native tall grass prairie (NPS 1983:36). 

An osage orange (Madura pomif era (Faf.) Schneid) hedgerow 
originally planted by Daniel Freeman is present along the south 
boundary of the Monument. Approximately 64 acres of woodland, 
featuring green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanicus), oaks (Quercus 
spp.) and cottonwoods (Populus deltoides), covers much of the 
north and west 40 acre tracts along Cub Creek (NPS 1983:36). 
Common small trees are elm (Ulmus spp.), honey locust (Gleditsia 
triacanthos), plum (Prunus spp.), mulberry (Morus alba), and box 
elder (Acer negundo). 

Wildlife 

The variety of wildlife species is representative of 
southeastern Nebraska and includes muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus), 
beaver (Castor canadenis), squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), 
cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus), whitetail deer (Odocoileus 
virginianus), and coyote (Canis latrans) among the chief species. 
Garter snakes (Thamnophis sirtalis), bull snakes (Pituophis sayi 
sayi), tree frogs (Hyla sp.), and other common frogs (Rana sp.) 
and toads (Bufo sp.) are also present. Fish such as carp 
(Cyprinus carpio) , channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus), and 
several species of sunfish (Lepomis sp.) and minnows (i.e. 
Hybognathus placitus) inhabit Cub Creek. 

Historical Background 

On March 19, 1936 an act of Congress provided for the 
purchase of the Daniel Freeman homestead, the first homestead 
claimed and patented under the Homestead Act of 1862. On January 
3, 1939 the land was designated as the Homestead National 
Monument of America (Bauxar 1948:1). The Freeman School, 
located a quarter mile west of the Freeman homestead, was added 
to the Monument on September 25, 1970 (Public Law 91-411). The 
school serves as "an example of rural education facilities 
directly associated with the homestead movement" and furthers 
"the interpretation and commemoration of the pioneer life of the 
early settlers of the West" (NPS 1983:1). 

The Homestead Act of 1862 was intended to open much of the 
western lands in the public domain to settlers. The Act provided 
that any adult citizen or alien who filed his/her papers could 
claim 160 acres of the public domain for a ten dollar fee. It 
further stipulated that when the claimant resided or cultivated 
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his/her land for five years immediately succeeding the filing and 
paid the necessary fees he/she would obtain final title 
(Billington 1960:698). The Act became operative on January 1, 
1863. 

Daniel Freeman staked out a claim near Beatrice, Nebraska 
while on leave from military service during the War between the 
States in 1862 when the Homestead Act was passed. Rather than 
claiming a 160 acre square, Freeman chose four 40 acre tracts 
forming an inverted "T1 so as to take advantage of the timber and 
water of Cub Creek which winds through the north and west 40s. 
The east and south 40s were prairie lands to be cultivated. His 
claim also took advantage of a freight road which passed 
diagonally through the homestead. The road linked such Missouri 
River ports as St. Joseph with the Oregon Trail at Ft. Kearny, 
Nebraska (Bauxar 1948:3). 

Freeman also bought out a squatter who was then living in a 
log cabin in the north 40 tract on the south side of the freight 
road near the ford. It has been said that a team of oxen was the 
agreed purchase price (Bauxar 1948:4). 

Daniel Freeman was in Brownsville, Nebraska on New Year's 
Eve and was able to persuade the Government land agent to file 
his claim shortly after midnight, the first Homestead entry in 
the nation. The beginning of Freeman's residence on the claim 
was postponed until the termination of his military service in 
1865 (Bauxar 1948:4). 

. When Freeman settled on his claim in 1865 he and his bride, 
Agnes Suiter Freeman, occupied the squatter's cabin. In 1867 
Freeman completed a new log cabin on a knoll about midway along 
the east line of the north 40. About this time Freeman's 
brother-in-law, John W. Suiter, filed on the 40 acres immediately 
to the east. This tract was acquired by Agnes S. Freeman in 1872 
(Bauxar 1948). A second log cabin was built near the Freeman 
cabin. The patent to the Freeman homestead was issued in 1869, 
the first issued under the Homestead Act (Bauxar 1948:5). 

By 1876 Daniel Freeman had completed construction of a four 
room brick house on the south side of the freight road. The 
brick came from a kiln which Freeman operated for about two 
years. The kiln was situated on a high terrace on the east side 
of Cub Creek (Bauxar 1948:5). Freeman maintained his residence 
in the brick house until his death in 1908. A fire burned the 
brick house in 1916. 

In the 1890s a group of farm buildings were built north of 
the brick house. These buildings were razed in 1928. A frame 
house was constructed in 1916 about 200 feet to the east of the 
burned brick house. The frame house was dismantled in 1930. 
After 1916, two other frame houses were built south of the first 
frame house. One was removed to Beatrice in 1939 (Bauxar 
1948:5). 
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Figur* 2. Location* of h istor ic structural at Homastsad National Monument. 
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The Freeman School was built in the fall of 1871 by Thomas 
H. Freeman for the Gage County School District 21. It opened in 
the spring of 1872 with an enrollment of 14 students (Riddo and 
Brown 1973:3-4). The school was in continuous use until 1968, 
making it the longest continuously used one-room schoolhouse in 
the state of Nebraska at that time (Riddo and Brown 1973:10). 

From 1872 until the erection of the First Trinity Lutheran 
Church in 1879, the structure served as both school and church 
for the locale. But its relationship with the "sacred" did not 
end in that year. In 1899, Daniel Freeman filed suit in the Gage 
County District Court to put a stop to religious exercises being 
conducted during the school sessions by the school teacher, Miss 
Edith Beecher. The suit was denied by the county court judge. 
Daniel Freeman appealed the decision to the Nebraska Supreme 
Court, who in a landmark decision on October 9, 1902, ruled that 
the exercises constituted religious worship thereby violating the 
state constitution which forbids sectarian instruction in public 
schools (Riddo and Brown 1973:6-7). 

Previous Archeological Investigations 

In 1948, J.J. Bauxar conducted excavations at the Monument 
to acquire specific knowledge about the pioneer life of those 
persons settling, cultivating and "civilizing" the West (Bauxar 
1948:1). Additionally, a description of the historic structures, 
their orientation, and the collection of utensils and implements 
related to the Homesteading period would be used for park 
interpretation of this part of American history. 

Four areas were of historical interest at that time: the 
site of Freeman's cabin, built in 1867; the site of the 
squatter's cabin occupied by the Freeman family between 1865 and 
1867; the site of the brick kiln which Daniel Freeman operated 
for about two years (1874-1876); and the site of the brick house, 
occupied between 1876 and 1916 (Bauxar 1948:2). 

On the basis of his review of the relevant historical 
documentation of the Freeman homestead, interviews with the 
children of Daniel and Agnes Freeman (Sam Freeman and Mrs. D.W. 
Carre), and the distribution and nature of the archeological 
evidence, Bauxar (1948) made several conclusions. First, the 
Freeman cabin was located midway along the eastern side of the 
north 40 and that the Suiter cabin was placed across the property 
line to the east and slightly north (Bauxar 1948:16-17). Second, 
all evidence of the squatter's cabin, if it was located where 
informants have placed it, has been lost by periodic flooding in 
the area (Bauxar 1984:19-20). Third, the fire trench found 
southeast of the proposed squatter's cabin site suggests that a 
kiln was present at this location (Bauxar 1948:21-22). Fourth, 
no evidence of Freeman's brick kiln was found in the area 
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identified by Sam Freeman as the site of this kiln. If the kiln 
did exist at the proposed location (on a level terrace north of 
the freight road between Cub Creek and the approach road to the 
Monument utility building) the dismantling of the kiln and 
subsequent erosion have completely removed all archeological 
evidence of the structure (Bauxar 1948:24-25). 

On August 7, 1984, Dr. Mark J. Lynott conducted limited 
shovel testing and excavation at the Freeman School, a brick 
schoolhouse constructed in 1872 and in use until 1967. The 
school is located a quarter mile west of the Monument proper. 
The purpose of the excavations was to evaluate potential impact 
on cultural resources resulting from proposed land grading on the 
west side of the schoolhouse (J. Richner, personal communication 
May 13, 1985). At present the ground surface drains towards the 
structure increasing the moisture around the brick foundation. 
In time, this moisture will undermine the stabilty of the 
foundation and hence the structure as a whole. 

The testing was scheduled to contribute to the 
paraprofessional training program conducted by the Midwest 
Archaeological Center for National Park Service personnel. No 
formal report has been prepared to date. 

In addition to two shovel test transects on the north side 
of the structure, four 1 m x 1 m test pits were excavated on the 
west side of the schoolhouse to a depth of about 1 m. Metal desk 
fragments, pencils, ceramics, nails, bottle and window glass, and 
brick and mortar fragments were among the artifacts recovered 
from the test units. The test unit closest to the schoolhouse, 
towards the northwest corner, contained the largest amount of 
cultural material (J. Richner, personal communication, May 13, 
1985). The artifacts are curated at the Midwest Archaeological 
Center, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

In 1979 and 1980 magnetic surveys were made at Homestead 
National Monument by Mr. Robert Nickel of the Midwest 
Archaeological Center, National Park Service. The data collected 
in these surveys were analyzed and reported by Dr. John Weymouth 
of the University of Nebraska (Weymouth 1983). 

One area tested was the presumed brick kiln site tested by 
Bauxar in 1948. The second area was in the yard north of 
(behind) the Freeman School House. In the presumed kiln area 
four 20 m x 20 m blocks were surveyed in which magnetic readings 
were made at grid points spaced 1 m west-east and 2 m south-north 
(Weymouth 1983:1). No significant anomalous magnetic values 
were found in this test region that could be attributed to a 
kiln. A high anomally was located on the north edge of the grid 
on the edge of a slope leading down to Cub Creek, but this is an 
unlikely position for a kiln (Weymouth 1983:2). Generally 
speaking, the data suggested that the sources of most of the 
anomalies recorded would be up to a meter deep. 

A 40 m x 40 m area (four 20 m x 20 m blocks) was tested in 
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