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FOREWORD

This study represents the first in-depth historical
analysis of the home of Harry S and Bess Wallace Truman. The
following History and Significance section of the Harry S
Truman National Historic Site Historic Structures Report is the
result of over three months of research and interviews in
Independence, Missouri, and two days in Washington, D.C.
Intensive research began in June and the compilation commenced
in August, 1983. A three-hour interview with the Trumans'
daughter, Mrs. Margaret Truman Daniel, took place in the living
room of the home on November 17, 1983.

All historical photographs were obtained from the Harry S.
Truman Library. They represent a good cross section of the
Truman Library's photographic archival collection on the
national historic site. Unfortunately, there are few interior
views which predate 1953.

A note on style: The period after the middle initial in
Mr. Truman's name is not used by the National Park Service
because the enabling legislation, Public Law 98-32, did not
include it. Many local (Independence) organizations and
published sources, however, do use the period. 1In this study,
National Park Service policy is followed and the period is used
only when it appears in direct quotations or in an official

title, i.e. Harry 5. Truman Library.

Finally, as an Independence native who feels a deep
commitment to the Truman legacy, I would like to thank the
many people who were interviewed and consulted on this project,
A special word of thanks goes to Mrs. Margaret Truman Daniel,
Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Miss Sue Gentry, and Mrs. Pauline
S. Fowler; Dr., Benedict K. Zobrist and Mrs. Elizabeth Safly of
the Truman Library; and Norm Reigle and Tom Richter of the
Harry S Truman National Historic Site. My appreciation is also
extended to those in the Midwest Regional Office who had faith
in my abilities and granted me the privilege of compiling this
study, in particular, Randall R. Pope, John Kawamoto, and Andy
Ketterson. Last, but far from the bottom of my list, are my
co-workers who provided me much technical support--Jill M.
York, Lee B. Jameson, Francis 0. Krupka, Thomas L. Hensley,
Alan W. O'Bright, Michael D. Lee, and Lettie A, Hansen. All of
these individuals helped to make this challenge a true labor of
love,

Ron Cockrell
Research Historian
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CHAPTER ONE

EARLY HISTORY OF INDEPENDENCE



Early History of Independence

On December 15, 1826, five years after the admission of
Missouri into the Union, the organization of Jackson County was
authorized by the Missouri General Assembly. Three commis-
sioners were appointed to select a place for the county seat.
They chose a centrally-located 160-acre tract three miles south
of the Missouri River which they called "Independence." The
new Jackson County Court soon approved the site in the spring
of 1827, and the sale of town lots began in July of the same

year.

As the county seat, Independence began to grow into an
lmportant economic center for western Missouri. Iﬁs proximity
to the Missouri River, which served as the county's northern
border before its great bend northward, allowed the town to
receive supplies from the river boats via wagon trains.
Overland commerce from St. Louis passed through Independence as
well and continued on to the west and southwest. The small
Missouri town was a natural commercial center for the growing

trade with Mexico. BAs early as 1827, Independence was the
westernmost U.S. settlement for the beginning of the Santa Fe

Trail.

In the winter of 1830-31, five elders of the Church of



Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints arrived in the tiny
settlement to convert the Indians living to the immediate west
of Missouri. In the summer of 1831, church founder Joseph
Smith, Jr., arrived in Independence where he revealed to his
followers that Jackson County was the "Promised Land" or new
headquarters for the faith. He called Independence, the "City
of Zion." Smith's followers, commonly referred to as Mormons,
soon began to pour into Independence to establish their own
religious community. Mainly from New York and Ohio, the
Mormons antagonized many of the townspeople, Many saw the
influx of the religious zealots as a threat to their own
interests. The Mormon belief that Jackson County represented a
promised land given by God distressed the early settlers.
Anti-Mormon residents initiated a campaign to drive the Mormons
out of Independence and Jackson County. In November 1833,

Joseph Smith and his Mormon Church were violently expelled.

During this time of turmoil, Independence merchants were
reaping the benefits of being in the center of the outfitting
business for fur traders and the mule- and ox-drawn wagon
trains bound for Santa Fe. In the 1840s, the town outfitted
immigrant groups bound for Oregon. A wide array of basic
supplies and luxury goods flowed into Independence. In May

1846, historian Francis Parkman observed:



Being at leisure one day I rode over to

Independence. The Town was crowded. A multitude of

shops had sprung up to furnish the emigrants and

Santa Fe traders with necessities for their journey;

and there was an incessant hammering and banging
from a dozen blacksmiths' sheds, where the heavy
wagons were being repaired, and the horses and oxen
shod. The_streets were thronged with men, horses,
and mules.

Independence and Jackson County were economically
dependent on the westward migration. By 1848, most of the
12,000 settlers living in Oregon had begun their journey in
Independence. Upon the discovery of gold in California, many
of the prospectors of the 1849 gold rush also swept through
Independence. The small town was the starting place of the
three principal trails of the 19th century Bmerican westward

movement--Santa Fe, Oregon, and California.

On March 8, 1849, the Missouri General Assembly granted
Independence a home-rule charter. ©On July 18, 1849, William
McCoy was elected the town's first mayor. Even before McCoy
took office, the decline of Independence loomed. Other
settlements on the western border of the county, Westport
Landing and Wayne City Landing (both later incorporated into

Kansas City) ended Independence's trade monopoly.

The issue of slavery and the Civil War combined to

decimate Independence. Culturally and politically, the town



was Southern. Missouri's admission to the Union as a slave
state saw many counties in the central section of the state
split into North-South factions, and Jackson County was no
exception. When the national political balance between slave ;
and non-slave states was upset with the 1854 passage of the
Kansas—-Nebraska Act, the peace in Jackson County was broken.
The law provided that the citizens of these new territories
themselves would decide the issue of becoming a free or
slaveholding state. The subsequent "Border War"™ which erupted
between Misscuri and the Kansas territory in 1855 involved
bloody clashes in Jackson County. In a prelude to the Civil
War, Kansas Jayhawkers (pro-Federal) and Scouthern guerillas led
by wWilliam C. Quantrill and others began a series of brutal
raids across the state line. The pillaging and terrorism
Caused the Independence outfitting trade irreparable harm. It

all but collapsed as the Civil War began in 1861l.

Missouri did not follow her sister slave states and secede
from the Union. 1In Jackson County, Kansas City was confidently
pro-Union while Independence was so¢lidly pro-South. To keep
the county under Union control, Independence was made a Federal
post on June 7, 1862. On August 11, 1862, Confederate troops
and guerillas invaded the town and drove the Union soldiers
out., The Southern sympathizers who supported Quantrill's

guerillas were punished on August 25, 1863, when U.S5. Brigadier



General Thomas A. Ewing issued the infamous Order Number 11.
The military directive punished innocent and guilty alike. It
demanded that all inhabitants of Jackson, Cass, Bates, and part
of Vernon counties in Missouri leave their homes within 15
days. Rural residents who swore allegiance to the United
States were settled in Federal areas of control. Those who
refused were driven out. Federal troops then burned the
abandoned properties and crops to ensure that rebel sympa-

thizers did not use them to aid the guerillas.

When Jackson Countians were allowed to return to their
homes, most found only charred remains. The area around
Independence was so barren that it was commonly called "the
Burnt District." The second Battle of Independence in October
1864 caused further destruction when the town was ravaged for
two days. The defeat of Confederate forces in the Battle of
Westport (October 23, 1864) effectively ended the war in the

trans-Mississippi west region.

The emotional scars of the Civil War took generations to
heal. Economically and politically, Independence never fully
recovered. The pre-war boom was gone forever. It was Kansas
City that emerged as the county's new crossroads where the
railroads and new industries located. Real political power and

control shifted to the west, although Independence remained the



de jure county seat. The post-war renaissance nevertheless saw
Independence residents determined to rebuild and promote their

town. 2

Early History of Independence

lpernd Foerster, Independence, Missouri (Independence,
Mo.: Independence Press, 1978), p. leo.

27he majority of this section was taken in passim from
the above-cited source.

;
;
;
:




CHAPTER TWO

HISTORY OF LOTS 2 AND 3 OF JAMES F. MOORE'S ADDITION



History of Lots 2 and 3 of James F. Moore's Addition

According to the early laws of Missouri, section 16 of
each county township was set aside as school or seminary land
held in trust by the state for the benefit of schools and the
state university system. Proceeds from the sale of these
parcels went exclusively to benefit education. Jackson County
organizers, however, set aside almost half of each township as
school land hoping to focus all development in specified areas
before expansion was permitted.l! With the founding of
Independence in 1827, an 80-acre tract of seminary land
adjacent to the town was soon authorized for‘sale by the
Missouri General Assembly. On December 12, 1831, the state
approved the sale of a portion of this land, described as the
east half of the southeast quarter of Section 3, Township 49,

Range 32. It was sold to Jones Hoy Flournoy for $160.2

The Flournoy family already possessed extensive property
in Jackson County. Jones H. Flournoy was a county judge,
justice of the peace, and a preacher.3 Within a week of his
purchase of the seminary land, he began selling off parcels of
it. In January 1833, Flournoy sold 6.98 acres to Azariah
Holcomb, a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, for $70.%4 This transaction was significant because

near this property, south of Lexington Road (a half-mile south

!
;
:
)
i
1
;




of the Truman home), was the Temple Lot, the land designated by
Joseph Smitn as sacred to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints., In November 1833, Holcomb, like all his fellow
church members, were violently driven from Jackson County and
warned never to return under threat of death. Most Latter Day

Saints were never compensated for their confiscated property.5

On July 12, 1836, Flournoy. sold 42.18 acres, including the
property which is now the Truman home, toﬁCornelius Davy for
$2,000.6 Davy, born in Ireland, was an Independence merchant,’
Three years later, on August 3, 1839, Davy sold this property,
roughly 40 acres and a pdrtion of Town Lot 38, to Independence

merchant James F. Moore for $5,000.8

What caused James F. Moore to leave Independence and
return to his native Shelby County, Kentucky, is not known.
Mcore, like many other businessmen, left Independence during
this period of economic uncertainty. The 1837 recession hit
Jackson County hard as the panic saw many businesses fail.

Many settlers decided to return to more stable regions like
Kentucky and Tennessee.? In Kentucky, on March 27, 1840, James
F. Moore granted power of attorney to Benjamin F. Hickman to go
to Jackson County and either sell or lease his 135 acres

adjacent to Independence as well as his property in town .10

10



Hickman was unsuccessful in selling Moore's property. Six
years elapsed when, on August 15, 1846, Moore again issued to
Hickman his power of attorney with explicit instructions to
sell all his property in Jackson County.ll With the
incorporation of Independence slated for the end of the decade,
Hickman guaranteed his client increased profits by arranging
the platting of a large segment of Moore's property. On
September 29, 1847, "James F. Moore's Addition" was platted and
entered in the Jackson County Recorder's Office.l? Soon after
the 1849 town incorporation, Moore's addition was included in

Independence.

Hickman's plan for platting Moore's property and selling
it off lot by lot worked. The land was attractive to buyers
because it was within easy walking distance from Independence
Square and because it was adjacent to one of the earliest roads
built in the county. (This road is in the approximate location
of what is known today as "Truman Road."l3) On August 28,
1848, Benjamin F. Hickman, acting on behalf of James F. Moore,
sold Lots 2 through 6, 8, and 16 through 18 of Moore's addition
to William B. Hay. The price of the nine lots was $800 or a

little more than $88 per lot.14 The Truman home was later

built on Lots 2 and 3.

William B. Hay, 38, was born in Virginia and came to

11




Independence via Arkansas. He, too, was a merchant,15 but one
who was constantly in debt. Hay owed his creditors nearly
$9,000. With his indebtedness worsening, Hay became desperate,
On July 11, 1849, he granted full power of attorney to the law
firm of Samuel H. Woodson, William Chrisman, and Abraham
Comingo to do everything possible to erase his debts, including
ligquidating his property.16 Hay's selection of the law firm of
Woodson, Chrisman, and Comingo was a dubious choice. Samuel H.
Woodson had acquired local renown for his speciél skill:
clearing up titles to properties expropriated from the Latter

Day Saints, people whom he especially detested.l”

In 1849 or 1850, Hay's business failed. The 1850 United
States Census of Jackson County reveals that Hay, his wife
Emma, and two sons, had lost their home. The Hay family was

living in the home of lawyer Richard Reese,18

On August 19, 1850, Jackson County Clerk Samuel A, Lucas

issued a writ of fieri facias against William B. Hay to compen-

sate Hays' creditors. The writ authorized Sheriff George W.
Buchanan to advertise Hay's property in a local newspaper 20
days in advance of selling it at public auction on the steps of
the county courthcuse. On September 11, 1850, Lots 2 and 3 of
Moore's addition were sold to the highest bidder, Independence

Mayor Jonathan R. Palmer, at $120 and $100 respectively.

12



Because it was sold to the highest bidder, the bids the sheriff
received were most likely low and unrepresentative of the
property's true value. Palmer also purchased Lots 4 and 5, at

$120 and $122 respectively.l?

The difference in price between Lots 2 ($120) and 3 ($100)
is revealing. That Hay lost his home and property in Moore's
Addition is also significant. Although the location of the Hay
house is not known, it is possible that a house was built on
Lot 2 and 3 as well as a barn on Lot 2 which accounts for the
increased value of the lot. Hay purchased the property in
August 1848 for $88 per lot. Despite the low sheriff's sale
price, the increase in only two years (from $88 tao $100 and
5120) is striking and suggests that the property was indeed

improved.

That a house and barn could have been built on Lots 2 and
3 is probable because the land adjoined a major east-west road
{known as Tanyard, now Truman, Road in Independence) which was
in use as early as 1831. 1Its close proximity to Independence
Square made it especially appealing for home-building. Because
sawmills were present in the area, it was probably constructed
from cut lumber. In relationship to the road, the roof line of

the house probably had an east-west orientation.20

13
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The property's new owner, Jonathan R. Palmer, was a lawyer
and the incumbent mayor of the town.20 Ppalmer, like Hay, was
also afflicted by debts. Three weeks later, on October 2,
1850, Palmer mortgaged all his property to John B. Slaughter
for a $6,000 bond payable after January 1, 1851.21 Slaughter,
a merchant and Palmer's successor as mayor,22 received legal
title to Lots 2 through 5 of Moore's addition when Palmer

defaul ted on the bond.

John B. Sléughter, his wife Margretta, and family probably
fled Independence during the bloody "Border War" between the
pro-slave Quantrill's Missouri guerillas and the anti-slave
Kansas Jayhawkers. From their new home in St. Louis, the
Slaughters sold their four lots in Moore's addition to James T.
Thornton and Francis P. Hord on February 2, 1857, for $500, an

average of $125 per lot,23

In 1858, Delaware Street was extended from its origin in
McCauley's addition south into Moore's addition as James T.
Thornton, of "Turner and Thornton Bankers," signed a quitclaim
deed to the City of Independence for one dollar. Thornton re-
linquished "So much of the West side of Lot Number three in
Said Moore's Addition . . . as lies in Delaware Street as ex-
tended from Said McCauley's addition through Said Moore's Addi-

tion to Said Rock Street"24 (now Maple Avenue). As North

14



Delaware's width was 49.50 feet, egqual portions taken from Lots

3 and 4 would indicate that 24.7% feet was taken from each lot.

On November 29, 1859, James T. and Mary H. Thornton deeded
Lots 2 and 3 to Peter Gastel for $350, or an average of $175
per lot.25 The Thorntons were among the many Independence
citizens who left, 1In March 1862, James T. Thornton granted a
relative his power of attorney from Henry County, Kentucky.26
Another power of attorney granted in September cited "the late

firm of Turner & Thornton Bankers."27

Indebtedness seemed to plague the property as it once
again changed hands.a year later. Peter and Sally Gastel were
in debt to George D. English and Company of St. Louis for four
promissory notes totalling $2,069.35. Unable to pay off the
notes by the requisite date of November 20, 1860, ﬁhe Gastels
entered into a three-party trustee's deed. Acting as the
middle-man between the Gastels and the St. Louis-based George
D. English and Company was Independence lawyer william Chris-
man--the same William Chrisman of the Woodson—Chfisman—Comingo
firm that liquidated the same property for debf—plagued William
B. Hay in 1850. Chrisman paid the Gastels one dollar for Lots
2 and 3 to hold in trust for one year, or until November 20,
1861, at which time. if the debt went upaid, Chrisman'was

authorized to sell Lots 2 and 3 at public auction.?28
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The Gastels'.inability to satisfy the loan and regain
their property was sealed by events of American history. The
local economy, already damaged by the Border War, all but
collapsed as the Civil War began. Missouri'é wayering loyalty
to the Union cause was only too apparent in pro-Confederate
Independence, a Federally-occupied city during the war and the

scene of two bhattles.

The Civil War and the occupation prevented William
Chrisman from fulfilling the provisions of the 1860 trustee's
deed to proceed with the public sale of Lots 2 and 3. Many
homes were appropriated by soldiers. A December 22, 1863,
letter from former Mayor (1858) W. L. Bone describes the

situation in an area of town which could possibly have been

Moore's addition:

Dear Friend:

Your letter of 29th October was received a few days
ago, and I now send you a reply. Your house still
stands~-not burnt--not many houses have been burnt
in the city, but all more or less [are] injured by
rough treatment. An Irishman is now in your
house--treats it tollerably well--pay [sic] no
rent. - '

The Stegall Brick house [Note: Richard W. Stegall
bought Moore's addition Lots 13 and 14 in 1847],
near ours, is now occupied by an o0ld man who cut up
some 10 to 15 hogs in the parlor room last Sunday.
That is a fair sample of how dwelling houses are
treated in town.
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A number of good business houses on the square are
now occupied as horse-stables by the Kansas llth.
You ask me if you could not recover damages for the
damage done your property? I doubt it. If
property is used by a command as a necissity ([sic]
and it is damaged, then the government will pay for
it, I believe; but when it is torn to pieces by
private soliders without orders, I do not think the
government will pay for it. :

W. L. Bone29

With the conclusion of the Civil War, bitterness toward
the Union and the influx of the "carpetbaggers" did not bypass
the town. Independence had suffered great deprivations during
the war. With the beginning of Reconstruction, opbortunists
prospered. Lawyers, the real estate agents of this era, made
their fortunes in questionable land deals. Independence

barristers were no exception.30

In 1866, William Chrisman invoked the 1860 Gastel Trustee
Deed and proceeded with the public sale. Advertising Lots 2

and 3 in the Independence Sentinel 20 days before the sale, the

property was auctioned at the courthouse door on August 25,
1866. According to the September 26, 1866, warranty deed, the
highest bidder was James G. English who paid $425 for the two
lots, an average of $212.50 per lot. No mention is made of any
of the proceeds going to the George D. English and Company of

St. Louis, the holder of the Gastels' 1860 promissory notes.

The deed mysteriously omits James G. English's county of
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residence. Another curiosity is the Jackson County Recorder
who accepted the transaction on January 26, 1867, was "A.
{Abraham] Comingo,"” Chrisman's pre-war law partner.31 Even
more curious is a power of attorney granted on September 15,
1866, from New Haven County, Connecticut, by James G. and Mary
E. English to Samuel E; Sawyer and William Chrisman to sell
Lots 2 and 3 in James F. Moore's Addition. The document was

acknowledged by County Recorder A, Comingo on June 21, 1867.32

On that same day, A. Comingo duly recorded another land
transaction for his friend, William Chrisman. The previous
day, Chrisman, with the English's power of attorney, sold Lots
2 and 3 to George P. Gates (the grandfather of Bess Wallace
Truman) of Jackson County. Gates, a recent settler from
Illinois, paid $700, or an average of $350 per lot.33 This
steep price in the lean post-war days adds to the point that

there probably was a house or other structures on the property.

Perhaps Gates sensed or was told that something about his
property deed was not right. On July 1, 1867, Gates paid
Preston Roberts one dollar to sign a gquitclaim deed to Lots 2
and 3.34 Gates's act was a shrewd business move. Preston
Roberts, who lived at the end of Delaware on the south side of
Rock Street (now Maple Avenue), was a prominent, wealthy

citizen., Roberts was a banker and a former local U. S. Mail
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contractor.3? Gates must have reasoned that any potential
challenge to his title would be discouraged by Preston

Roberts's solid reputation.

IMrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.
Mrs. Fowler, an Independence historian and retired archivist
for the Jackson County Historical Society, donated her time to
the National Park Serxvice to conduct an exhaustive land title
search of Jackson County's coriginal records. The legal
transactions in this chapter are the result of Mrs. Fowler's
research.,

2Copy of Patent, State of Missouri, to Jones H.
Flournoy, May 29, 1833, Deed Book (microfilm) 264, Page 526,
No. 52543, Certificate No. B82.

3Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

4Warranty Deed, Flournoy to Holcomb, January 15, 1833,
Land Deed Book B, Page 150.

SMrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

6Warranty Deed, Flournoy to Davy, July 12, 1836, Land
Deed Book D, Page 446,

7United States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1850,

8Warranty Deed, Davy to Moore, August 3, 1839, Land Deed
Book F, Page 464.

9Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984,

10power of Attorney, Moore to Hickman, March 27, 1840,
Land Deed Book G, Page 573.

1l1pid., August 15, 1846, Land Deed Book L, Page 422.

12v3ames F. Moore's Addition," November 30, 1847, Plat
Book 1, Jackson County Recorder's Office.

13Mrs, pPauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

14Warranty Deed, Moore by Attorney to Hay, August 28,
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1848, Land Deed Book N, Page 337.
15gnited States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1850,

l6power of Attorney, Hay to Woodson, Chrisman, and
Comingo, July 11, 1849, Land Deed Book O, Page 296.

17Mrs. Paul ine Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.
18ynited States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1850.

19sheriff's Warranty Deed, September 17, 1850, Land Deed
Book R, Pages 17-22.

20Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.
According to Mrs. Fowler, Palmer was mayor from June to
December of 1850.

2lpond, Jonathan R. Palmer, October 2, 1850, Land Deed
Book P, Page 557. :

22ynited States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1850;
.and Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.
According to Mrs. Fowler, Slaughter served only one month as
mayor, January 1851,

23Warranty Deed, Slaughter to Thornton and Hord,
February 2, 1857, Land Deed Book Z, Page 527.

24guitclaim Deed, Thornton to City of Independence, May
14, 1858, Land Deed Book 29, Page 316. ‘

25Warranty Deed, Thornton to Gastel, November 29, 1859,
Land Deed Book 33, Page 470.

26poywer of Attorney, Thornton to Thornton, March 23,
1862, Land Deed Book 38, Page 183,

27power of Attorney, Turner and Thornton to Roberts,
September 19, 1862, Land Deed Book 38, Page 215.

28pryustee’'s Deed, Gastel, Chrisman, and English and
Company, November 24, 1860, Land Deed Book 36, Page 229.

29%ersonal Files of Pauline S. Fowler, copied from a
letter in the Jackson County Historical Society Archives.

30Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

3lrrustee's Warranty Deed, Chrisman to English,
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September 26, 1866, Land Deed Book 51, Page 25.

32pgwer of Attorney, English to Sawyer and Chrisman,
September 15, 1866, Land Deed Book 52, Page 209.

33Warranty Deed, English by Attorney to Gates, June 20,
1867, Land Deed Book 52, Page 210.

34Quitclaim Deed, Roberts to Gates, July 1, 1867, Land
Deed Book 52, Page 273.

35Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984;
and United States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1860. The
1886 Atlas of the Environs of Kansas City in Jackson County,
Missourl reveals that P. Roberts owned three houses on Lots 6,
17, and 18.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE GATES FAMILY MOVES TO INDEPENDENCE

* The Gates Family Moves to Independence
* Early Fires

* Building the Gates Mansion, 1885



The Gates Family Moves to Independence

Among those who came to Independence following General
Robert E. Lee's surrender of the Confederate Army of Northern
Virginia at Appomattox Courthouse was a young lawyer, Edward
Payson Gates. Born in Lunenburg, Essex County, Vermont, on
March 5, 1845, Edward P. Gates had lived with his family in a
town near Moline, Illinois, called Port Byron. There his
family, most notably his elder brother, George Porterfield
Gates (grandfather of Bess Wallace Truman), was engaged 1in
lumbering. 1In 1866, Edward Gates left his family behind to go
west in search of new lands and new opportunities. He stopped
in Independence, Missouri, where he found a post-war frontier
town rapidly rebuilding itself. In subsequent letters to his
relatives in Illinois, Gates described his new home as a "land

of milk and honey" and encouraged them to move to Missouri.l

George Porterfield Gates, born April 2, 1835, was eighteen
when he and his father, George Wwashington Gates, and two
brothers, Edward and G. Walter Gates, moved from Lunenburg to
Port Byron. George P, Gates had worked seven years in the
lumber business when he married Elizabeth Emery in 1860.

Elizabeth Emery Gates, born in 1841 in England, emigrated to

the United States when she was seven following an epidemic

which killed most of her family. George and Elizabeth Gates

24



had three daughters, Margaret ("Madge", born 1862; mother ot
Bess Wallace Truman), Maud (1864), and Myra (1866), when the
letters from Edward P. Gates arrived. The decision was soon

made to make the move to Missouri.2

George P. Gates, his family, and his father moved to
Independence in 1866. Among their possessions was a valuable
family heirloom, a grandfather clock (still extant) made in
England in 1732. George P. Gates found work almost immediately
with a mill busy turning out cut lumber to Keep pace with the
post-war building boom. Among Gates's earliest projects was
sawing lumber for the Hannibal Bridge. Completed in 1869, it

was the first railroad bridge to span the Missouri River.3

The Gates family may have settled first on a farm 3.5
miles southwest of Independence Square. Owned by George
Washingyton Gates, the 77-acre farm became part of the city's
Gates Park addition.4 Ownership of the farm made George W.
Gates a respected member of the community. As.early as 1867,
he served a one-year term as one of three judges (an adminis-
trative post) on the Jackson County Court, the position his

great-granddaughter's husband, Harry S Truman, would hold 55

years later.>

George P. Gates was not the first owner of Lots 2 and 3 in
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James F. Moore's addition, the property more familiarly Known

as 219 North Delaware.

In all the land deeds (See Chapter Two), mention is made
only of the land parcels. Family tradition dictates that
George P. Gates built the first house on the property after he
purchased it in 1867. However, as discussed in the preéious
chapter, a house or others structures were prdbably built on
the property by william B, Hay as early as 1848 to 1850. If
any part of these early structures, whether it be the east
kitchen wing or the carriage house/barn, was incorporated into
the present Truman home is not known. These early structures
could have been destroyed in the Civil War. It is also
possible that Gates improved on the 1848-50 house by bullding
additions to accommodate his large family. Because physical
evidence of an extant pre-Civil war structute has nét been
determined, references to the pre-1885 Gates house will

hereinatter be cited with the year 1867.

A two-story rectangular structure with a small rear
addition appears in an 1868 Bird's kye View Map of the City of
independence (See map and closeup view in Appendix). The Gates

house changed between 1867 and the construction of the main

structure in 1885. The change was due to a fire or fires which

destroyed a portion of the house,
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George and Elizabeth Gates and their three daughters who
were born in Illinois lived in the 1867 house. Two sons, G.
Walter Gates (1868) and Frank E. Gates (1871) were probably
both born there, as were two daughters Tillie and Bessie who

died in their infancy.6

George P. Gates purchased two additional lots in Moore's
addition in 1868. On November 2, 1868, Gates bought Lots 1 and
12 from Frederick F. Yeager for $800. Yeager retained a
vendors lien against the property until the note and interest
were paid. A notorized postscript on May 23, 1870, stated that
the payment was satisfied and the lien cancelled.” Lot 1 is
the propérty where the family planted a garden (the present
location of the two Wallace brothers' homes), while Lot 12 is

directly south on the same block.

In 1866, the year the Gates came to Independence, Peter
Waggoner purchased a grist mill at Spring and Pacific Streets
from John A. Overfelt and began a family milling business. 1In
1874, he and his son, William H. Waggoner, began an ambitious
building project near the original mill. Construction was
completed.by 1883 when a new investor and business partner was
invited to join the Waggoner Mill, George Porterfield Gates.

The business was incorporated under the title "Waggoner-Gates
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Milling Company" and it soon emergyed as the town's leading
industry. Thé Waggoner-Gates Milling Company was nationally
recognized for its leading product known as "Queen of the
Pantry" flour. The soft, wheat flour was popular for use in

biscuits, bread, and other baking goods.8

Early Fkires

Like any 19th century community where the principal
building material is wood, Independence residents were on a
constant vigil against fire. When a city waterworks was
established in the mid-1880s and water mains were laid
throughout the city, fire hydrants were also installed [See
"Water" section in Chapter 14]. In order to reduce the
potential for fire, the Independence Board of Aldermen declared
a mandatory, citywide fire inspection. The February 18, 1884,
ordinance stated:

It shall be the duty of the Fire Warden to make a
thorough inspection twice a year beginning on the
first day's [sic] of March and November of each

year of all the fireplaces, flues and stove pipes
within the limits of the City of Independence, and

to see that the same are arranged and constructed
in accordance with [the law].

A family tale about an early fire in the 1867 Gates house

does not include a date, cause, or extent of damage, but some
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details have survived. To save her most treasured possessions,
young Myra Gates (born in 1866) put on her theatre hat and coat
and escaped the burning home. Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace

recalled:

Now the back of this house was burned at one
time. Auntie Myra was trying to save her opera hat
and coat, and she went out with them on! ...they
[the Gates's] said there was a fire and it burned
off part of the o0ld house, There's places in the
attic where you can see where the fire was.

Evidence of fire damage in the attic of both the 1867 and
1885 structures 1s apparent. Extensive charred areas can be
seen in the rafters over the 1867 kitchen wing. Fire damage is
especially concentrated in the area of exposed rafter beams
around the trapdoor to the roof in the 1885 section. Plaster-
board which was installed over these rafters during the 1950s
probably hides further fire-damaged areas. These fires most
likely pfedate the Truman occupancy, and possibly the twentieth.
century. Workmen who were in the attic during the presidential
period recall seeing fire debris still covering the floor, but

they were certain the fire(s) had occurred long before the

1940s. 11

Records at the Independence Fire Department do not reveal
any incident of fire at 219 North Delaware because such

information was first recorded in the early 1930s.12
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A fire of unknown time and origin caused minor damage in
the southwest corner of the barn/carriage house and in the

basement. The charred evidence is visible.

Building the Gates Mansion, 1885
{

George P. Gates made his fortune from "Queen of the
Pantry" flour and the thriving success of the Waggoner-Gates
Milling Company. As one of the town's leading businessmen,
Gates was an organizer and member of the first Board of
Directors of the Bank of Independence} He was also an active

church member, an elder in the Presbyterian Church.13

Although most of his children were grown, George P. Gates
wanted to construct a sizeable addition onto his home at 219
North Delaware. He wanted a residence which not only would
reflect his prominent standing in the community, but one which
would serve as a comfortable retirement home for himself and

his wife.

Gates turned to the town's most successful builder and
architect, James W. Adams (born February 25, 1828, in Fauquier

County, Virginia)14 to draw the construction documents. A
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January 2, 1886, article in The (Independence) Sentinel

described the "Building Boom™ which took place in the town
during the previous year. In the article, James W. Adams is
listed first as the primary builder and architect. Among his
achievements is a two and one-half story mansion for George P.
Gates. The structure comprised "Fourteen rooms, water and gas”
systems, The house was the most expensive residence built in
Independence in 1885 at $8,000. An engraving, or lithograph,
of the Gates mansion was also printedl3 (See article and

engraving, Figures 1 and 2).

The architectural style of the 1885 house conformed mostly
to the prevalent Victorian style, in sharp contrast to the
austere, utilitarian appearance of the 1867 house. The Gates
mansion became one of the town's landmarks. One resident
remarked that the Gates house "was the only one in town 1 ever

heard referred to as a mansion.“16

The 1885 addition was built onto the west end of the 1867
structure, which then became the kitchen wing. Nothing is
known about how the two structures were connected or where one
house begins from the other. (The data will be developed
during the structural investigation of the house.) A family
explanation for the curious elevation of the second floor

bedrooms from the central hallway is that the house was indeed
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L EL R

BOOKSELLER,

———ee AND DEALER IN—~—— -
SGHOOI, BUPPLIES, WALI PAPHER, BORDERS, GEILING DEGORATIONS,
PICTURE FRAMES, ART MATERIALS, ETC,

SOUTHWEST COR. SQUARE,

{4 is with pleasure that I apail myself
of Independence and ricinily for fhe :
New Yeur, and trust thal friendly busiress relations mtw
fion twould respectfully announce thal eariy in the season [ shu

people
Aappy

THE SENTINEL., JANUARY 2,

continue.

1388,

- ST.A.TIONER,

INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI,

of the opportunily offered through this mumbder of the “Sentinel” lo exprvas my grutitude to the good
e liberal pulronage received from them previous lo the Holidays, and I sincerely wish them all a
Hhile [ feel still covetous for more patronage, urd in this connec-
be able to show to my customers what there is rice in

WALL PAPER, FRIEZES AND CEILING DECORATIONS,.

and hereby cordially invile ingpection when the time comes o purchase.
af low prices. Children who call to make purchases will receive

H. R.

School Beoks, States, Inks, Elc., are row in order, and will be t0id
prompt dittention,

Respectfully,

svldence of tha Mgeace wml proficiency

WDLAND PLACE

of e puptls and the falthful work oli Another patable purchase was & Len

thr 1eachers
Tho second tarm beging Monday, dao-
uney 4

WOODL.ARD COLLEGE.

From su unpretentious sestomy, Wood-
lend UCaollege has within the past two
yrare come Lriskly to the {ront ss one of
wue emsding educations) institutions of
Misanurl £ nder the direction of Profs
Hryant and Higgason it bas been mado o
foancikl success, and ('8 appouncements
are looked forward o with fistteriog In
terast Hincw 1t paserdd inla the postessing
of lis prescnt owner, Prof. G. 8. Bryant,
soane rxtepsive improvemenis have boen
mele, and the capacity of the Lullding
almost duubled.  Last year it had a most
encoursging paironags; this year the 6

tendance la stlli Jarger and by next yonr[

otber mddilions will bave 10 be made to
sreomnodale those speklng s diploma
pearing the “Indenwire” of Wondland
Coliege  The rollege Is well supplisd in
the way of apparatus. |4 has afl the
sppurienances of laboratery and reciia
thon recm. aise s aplendid oix Inch tele
scope of great power. The curriculum
ia bt the wame a8 that of other inml
tuten of like character The colloge, n
piate of which appeara on page seven,
1s In the center of & beautifui grove of
uatlve woodland, and ls most plessantly
loeated,

8T. MARY'S ACADEMY
Is # fourlshing Parvschial school under
the auspicen And mwoagement of the
Histers of At Mary. They have s large
nuif cotfortable building; the currlcolumn
w fully wp e the age, and tbe Instruc
ting eluse nad practical

THE REAL ESTATE BOOM.

Duriog the year just passed there wern
many lmpuriant treasfers of real satate
within sod around the city. The most
nuted of these were the purchases by the
Winner [nvestment (o, of & large tract
af land jus west of the city. extendlog
frum Hlue 1o [pdependence avenues.
Tristrat comprisiog 18U acres. Las been
laid vut in lots. and Lbe airests are belog
graded with a view to marketing ibe lows,

(Harry S. Truman Library

acre tract, by a local syndiente.  Thin
benctiful propeny lles bevween Woodland
Catle-ge nod Blue Avenne. A piat of it i
shown on page si1.

Another syndicate purclissed property
wenl of Woodland, and dividing It into
steets nod lots, nemod it

WALDO PLACK.

Mr. J. B. Forbls also sub-divided »
nmall tract bylng stong woestern lmits nf
the city and north of aod fronting on
Blue Avenue

OTT AKD RMIERT'A ALBRETION,

Mensrs. Chriv. O, jr., and Matt. Knb
arts, iwa energetic young men not to be
tiehilnd, purchased o tract or shout thirey-
threa acres, Iylng Just south of the Mis
souri Pacifte Hailway Depot, and diviited
it up into one bundred and twelve very
desirnbia lota.

The durift  during the  year has
showa confidence tu our city’s Tuture hy
alil snd young, and we think 1t well
placed,

The busidess of the year has been good.
Only one fallure in this year of fatluros
wan reeorped, and this Is s remarkablere-
cord. As n gi-neral thing our business
men are ahrewd and careful, and their
succesn has been simply the “Rowerd of
Merlt'"—while one fallure has Leen re
ported, severnl new estalilishmeénts have
sumv¢ [nto favor, and are driving on to
uCcors.

PARKS, RTC
teversd years ago, the BxNtiner, (Jdis
cunsing the wublert of Bouleward and
Paxks, predicted that the bullding of ihe
former would locate the latter.  Tin pre-
dictlng I8 having fulfillment in the im
provement of
BINTUN FARK,
» heauttful tract of land lylng Leiween
the two saresnues and most admirably
adapted by nature and locatlon for thia
purpose. Through the center Jowe Sugnr
Croek, the banks of which ars lined with
sogar maple aud other forest tress. Two
wuble, never falling. mineral springs of
the patest water flow from the rucky
slde of the creok. Al one point osture
has M " A phethestre,

MITLIS.

and hestowed upon it the most wouder-
ful nevtintle quatities. The voles of oms
talking in mn prdinsry tooe cam be besrd
slistinctly three bundred feet away. Buat
we have not roam for & full descriptioa
heye.  The property bolonys Lo the heire
of the late N, B. Bione, and ls belag Im-
ptovad hy al. Jne. T. Crisp, whe has
alcendy  establlshed & deer park, awd
stocked it with e beanidful berd of this
graceful animal.  Roveral drives have
been 1aid out, mnd the work of improve-
ment will be cuntinned through the’ yoar.
A turther antice of Bepton Park will be
klven in w subsequent number.

THE BUILDING BOOM.

Whila 1835 was not exactly a fold year
In building, sl there wan » litle dows
in that line, Mr Jas. M. Adams reports
un follows:

(nt school, {see sograving] S-ssory
brick with basemont, §20,000.

This. Tilawell, res!dence, two storles
high, [rmme, five rooms, $2,006.

A. T. Black, (see eagraving) $§-story
mansion, Wn rooms, Wwater sod gas,
#$7.000.

{iea. P. Quten, 3f-atary mansiog, fonr-
teen Fooms, Kna and waler. (mea engraving)
B4.000.

Will Hughes, 3-story frame dwelling,
atoe rocmas, BH,000,

W. A. Cuaningham, $-sory wmanaton,
thirteen rooms, ges and water, $35.000.
Healdes thesse Mr. Adams bas done
n large business In repnirs, ete, which he
entimates at §3.000--making & total of
$48.000,
MR. T. H. SMITH

reporis as follows:

J. P Alezander, twelve-room [rame,
two stories high, al! modern improve-
meats, $8.500.

Whallsce Uregg, frsme cottage, five
rooms, §1,500.

J. W, Clements, T-room dwelling,
frams, two siories, 1,800,

Dr. Joho Brysai jr. ¥-story brick
maoslon, sleven rooms, gas sod water,
$5.000. .

Valle & Willismsou, beick busines
hotse, §48,200.

Wirt & Wait, brick busimess house,
$9,100,

and Jackson County Historical

. M. Nichaol, brick business bause,
two-story, $2,960.

M. R. Wright, brick busineas house,
two stories, $2,5950.

Wm. (hrisman, greenhouse, $800. Re
pairing, ele., and additlon to bl owa -
houss, {n all smounting to an aggreguts
of $4,783. A wotal of 98 TRS.

Wm. (uover reporis 1he bulidiag of the
Bguth side schoo! huuse §10,000, and &
two-Mory frame dwelling for Mrs. Woods
for $4,500. Total, §10.500. L

Belaw we give a llad of houses with the
price stiached, erectod in (his oliy by
Mr. Chria Yalter o

Thos. Herson, busioess house, $3,908

Antone Bisu, busiosse bouss, 92,000,

John 8. Burabill, dwelling bouse, B8, -
100, .

Bmoh 81ok)], busloaess houss, §4,%00.

J. W. Nichol, dwelling houses, §8,000:

Chua. B. Cryster, dwelling, §1,900.

Dan Builard, dwelling. $2,800. i

Antone Bundechu. dwelling, 82,000,

J. W Nlchoi, blacksmith shop, $502

doha Larkin, Jr., busimess house. §1,-
800

Mikes Therney. dwelllng. §1.500.
Addition to A. W. Jooes' dweliing, $4,-

Repsinmon J. A.Gwlin's dwelling, €800
Repairs oo Uramr's slore house, $300

Reppinn on Dr. Rrown's dwelling
hutes, §00.

Tolal 297,800
Basides the sbove, Mr. Yeller s

built quite s nomber of donses in other
paris of the county, the whole aggee-
geting sbout $40.000,

Rosldes ihe above contractors fls
gtlte 8 gumber of dwellings hare basn
ereoled by oiher partles. smoog which
we mesilon Prof. Lutr's sod Mr. Rig
gios, m Waldo Piace, and Mesrs i
B. Pitangn and A. Heece, |n Woodlend -
Plaos, st of them very sitraotive amd i’
coBy houses. o

. Wanted,
A tawksbip lo any rsapectable b
oese. No cxperirnce lo this liwe,

learn 'kk‘ geodl recomemend
offiod gogountant sad as to

C. Dun

Oeell”on mars an ohject chan il

ludependend

<87

Soéiety)
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built at different times.+’

That the 1867 wing is not accurately portrayed in the 1886
Sentinel engraving can be understood if one realizes that the
artist's sole concentration was on the newer 1885 structure, to
emphasize the achievement of the architect and builder. There
are several additional differences in the lithograéh which do
not reflect the appearance of 219 North Delaware in the
earliest-known photographs (circa 1900). Most notably, the
decorative grillwork traversing the rooftop was gone by 1900.
The rounded corner of the front porch is also not portrayed,
nor is the balustrade. Finally, the artist depicts a simple,
diamond-shaped porch latticework, a feature far different from
the elaborate millwork skirting that was in place at the turn

of the century.

A number of sales receipts for merchandise and con-
struction work are extant from the 1885-86 period. Two
estimates from the Independence Plumbing Company and the
Independence Gas and Coke Company for the installation of an
internal Qater and gas system reveal many characteristics. A
40-gallon galvanized iron boiler was used to heat the family's
water, Heated and unheated water was carried through lead
pipes to the bathroom where there was & planished copper

bathtub "with Chain, Plug and Combination Bath Cock (with
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sprinkler and... all complete)" as well as a water closet and
washstand. The 1885 estimates included six washstands to be

located as follows throughout the house:

Corner Stand in room over library 32.00
Corner Stand in room over Dining 37.00
Square Stand in lower Bed room ' 71.00
Square Stand in North Bed room 39.00
Corner Stand in Room over Family : 36.50
Square Stand in Room over Bed 36.50

252,00

The estimates include drip pans and traps ventilated through
the roof. Both also provide for fitting the house with gas
tubing. The lead tubing, which also accommodated the water
supply, came in the following sizes: 3/4, 5/8, 1/2, 1 1/2, and

1 1/4 inches.l8

In September 1885, W. M. Randall built the chimney on the
"South End of house" while "topping out flue on El1l." To
support the chimney he used eight feet of rock filler in the
basement. In November 1885, Randall along with two brick
layers and two laborers, built the chimney on the "North Side
of house." Six thousand seven hundred bricks, three loads (80
bushels each) of sand, and 18 bushels of lime were used.

George P, Gates paid W. M. Randall $250.69.1°

Two bills for slate roofing tiles are extant. The first,
negotiated by J. A. Addams [sic: J. W. Adams] on October 16,

1885, from the Kansas City Slate Company, provides for slate
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covering a 32 square foot area.20 The second dated April 5,
1886, from the same firm was for slating a porch. The porch

overhang measured 54 by 21 inches,?2l

The fireplace mantels were purchased in January 1886 from
James F. McAdow of Peerless, Conger and Scanlan. The Gates
house's three mantels were purchased for $235, $125,_and $155.
Material for the vestibule covering 40 square feet was also
obtained. The $569 bill was settled on February 25. Merchant
McAdow wrote on the receipt, for the "warming of yout new

Home," 22

On December 30, 1885, the Newell light on the main
stairway was purchased from the Independence Plumbing Company,
"dealers in Iron Pumps, Rubber Hose, Brass Goods, Chandeliers,
Plumbers Goods, Etc." One light globe for the hall, four for
the parlor, three for the library, two for a bedroom,'and two

for 8. R. {South, or living, Room?] were also purchased.23

On January 1, 1886, Gates paid J. Eicherly §l17 for
constructing his front steps and for work on the attic stairway

which included installing a railing.24

Three days later, Gates paid Bullene, Moores, Emery and

Company of Kansas City $464.92, The itemized list included,
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among other items, curtains, various sizes of carpet, and a

carpet sweeper.25

On February 5, 1886, Gates paid $375 to an unspecified

Kansas City firm for a furnace.

26

An undated price sheet for "G, P. G." lists various

purchases and construction amounting to $3,657.10. The nature

of the itemized list suggests that it was accomplished in the

1885-86 construction period.

follows:

fancy dormer

fancy dormer...
fancy dormers
Porch

Porch

1 flight stairs...
plastering

lumber bill

mill and stone work
brick work in cellar
Hardware bill
tinning

hauling

cut stone

chimney and roofs

1 fancy front door

1 fancy vestibule door
1l fancy side door

24 corner blocks
Painting and hard finish
0. G. doors 1/34
windows

inside blinds
carpenter work

T Y

A partial summary of the list

50.00
20.00
50.00
150.00
90.00
150.00
270,00
750.00
170.00
54.60
200.00

25.00

74.50
82.00
30.00
25,00
10.00
7.00
325.00
55.00
114,55
150,00
793.0027

A December 24, 1890 bill from John Russell, a "Painter and
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Paper Hanger" who lived on North Liberty Street, states that
the kitchen ceiling and walls were given two coats of paint

while one coat of hard oil finish was applied to the floor.28

The Gates Family Comes To Independence

IMrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983; and, Pamily Genealogical Chart, Family of
George W. Gates, Jackson County Historical Society,
Independence, Mo.

21bid.; and, Charles T. Morissey, Oral History
Consultant, to Tom Richter, Ranger-In-Charge, letter, July 12,
1983, Harry $§ Truman National Historic Site. Morrissey has
researched the early origins of the Gates family in Vermont and
Illinois and plans to publish a short history.

3uclosed A Useful Life," Examiner (June 26, 1918), p. 1,
folder-Gates, George P., Research Room Vertical File, Harry S.
Truman Library (hereafter cited as HSTL}). Another brother, G.
Walter Gates, born in 1840, lived in his own home on East
College in Independence, not at 219 North Delaware. See Notes
Regarding Call with Nancy Ehrlich, former Axchivist, Jackson
County Historical Society Archives, with Elizabeth Safly,
Librarian, March 1, 1983, HSTL.

4pffidavit of Real Estate Appraiser, November 18, 1918,
R.R. Chopin, No. 4177, Estate of G.P. Gates, Office of the
Probate Court of Jackson County, Independence, Missouri; and,
Assessor's Book of Real Estate, Independence, Missouri, for
Year 1894, City of Independence, Limestone Storage Facility,
16400 West Truman Road. By 1894, E.P. Gates was the executor
of his father's estate which was listed as Lots 1 to 4 and 9 to
25 of Gates Park, and having six cows.

5History of Jackson County, Missouri. Containing A
History of the County, Its Cities, Towns, Etc., Indexed
Edition, 188l. Reprinted by Cape Girardeau, Mo.: Ramfre
Press, 1966, p. 485, Jackson County Historical Society.

6Family Genealogical Chart, Family of George P. Gates,
Jackson County Historical Society, Independence, Mo. Tillie
died May 27, 1877, at the age of 3 years, 2 months and 8 days,
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while Bessie died October 8, 1884, aged 1l months, 10 days.

7Warranty Deed, Frederick F. Yeager to George P. Gates,
November 2, 1868 (recorded November 7, 1868), Land Deed Record

Book 74, Page 454, 0Office of Deeds, Jackson County Courthouse,
Independence, Mo.

8Kansas City Star, August 14, 1967, and Examiner,
November 23, 1974. :

Early Fires

9an ordinance Amending Section 136 Chapter 18 Revised
Ordinances of the City of Independence," Ordinance No, 41,
Record Book of Ordinances, City of Independence, Missouri, Book
B, p. 109, Office of the City Clerk.

10Mrs, George P, (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983,

11Charles‘E. Anderson, Interview, Independence, Mo.,
June 20, 1983; and, Tom Manson, President, Western Roofing
Company, Kansas City, Mo., July 5, 1983,

12calvin Morgan, Chief, Independence Fire Department,
telephone conversaticon, July 25, 1983. :

Building the Gates Mansion, 1885

13vclosed A Useful Life," Examiner (June 26, 1918), p.
1, folder-Gates, George P., Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

l4vjames W. Adams," The History of Jackson County,
Missouri, Containing A History of the County, Its Cities,
Towns, Etc., Indexed Edition 1881 (reprinted Cape Girardeau,
Mo.: Ramfre Press, 1966).

15uThe Building Boom," The Sentinel (January 2, 1886),

p. 4, HSTL and Jackson County Historical Society, Independence,
MO.

léngatharine Mize Accola, "Flying High," (no publication
or date, circa 1947, New Rochelle, New York), p. 23,
folder-Al82 5F8 1856-1962, Family Papers of Mize and Lucy

Conway Peters, Jackson County Historical Society, Independence,
Mo.

17Mrs. George P, (May) Wallace, Interview at 21% North
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Delaware, July 20, 1983.

181ndependence Plumbing Company, June 12, 1885, and
Independence Gas and Coke Company, July 18, 1885, to George P.
Gates, receipt. This and all following receipts were obtained
by the National Park Service from the Harry S. Truman Library
(HSTL) .

19y, M. Randall to George P. Gates, September 19 and
November 2, 1885, receipt, HSTL.

20gansas City Slate Company to J. A. Addams for G. P.
Gates, October 16, 1885, receipt, HSTL. The bill was $380.

21kansas City Slate Company to G. P. Gates, April S,
1886, receipt, HSTL. The bill was $12.

223ames F. McAdow, Peerless, Conger and Scanlan, to
Gates, January 1886, receipt, HSTL.

23Independence Plumbing Company to George P. Gates,
January 1, 1886, receipt, HSTL.

2473, Eicherly to G. P. Gates, January 1, 1886, receipt,
HSTL.

25Bullene, Moores, Emery and Company to Gates, January
4, 1886, receipt, HSTL.

26Kansas City firm to G. P. Gates, February 5, 1886,
receipt, HSTL.

27price Sheet for G. P. G. [George P. Gates], undated,
HSTL.

2830hn Russell to Gates, December 24, 1890, receipt,
HSTL.
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CHAPTER FOUR

FROM CHILDHGOD TO ADULTHOOD

Harry S Truman's Childhood In Independence
David Willock wallace

The wallaces Move To 219 North Delaware

The Courtship of Harry and Bess, 1910 to 1918

Lot One and the Two Wallace Houses, 1915-1916



Harry S Truman's Childhood In Independence

Harry S Truman, 33rd President of the United States, was
not born in Independence. His parents, John Anderson and
Martha Ellen Young Truman, were both born in Jackson County,
but moved from farm to farm during their early married life.
Both were uprooted during the hardships caused by Order Number
11 in the Civil War. The two were married on December 28,
1881, in Grandview, Missouri, a small town'to the southwest of
Independence in Jackson County. Soon after their marriage,
they went to Lamar, Missouri, in Barton County, about 120 miles
south of Independence. There John Anderson Truman worked as a
mule trader when his wife gave birth to a son on May 8, 1884.
They named the future President of the United States Harry S
Truman., The child's middle initial, "“S", was never intended to
be the abbreviation for any particular name. By family
tradition it stood for either "Solomon" or "Shipp," names

honoring either of the childs' grandfathers.

In 1885, the Trumans moved from Lamar to Harrisonville,
and on to another farm southeast of Belton, both in Cass
County, Missouri. In 1887, they moved back to Grandview where
they stayed until 1890. Harry S Truman was six-years-old when
the family moved to Independence and occupied a house (no

longer extant) at 619 South Crysler (Lots 4, 5, 6, and 7 of Ott
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and Roberts Resurvey of Munn's addition, purchased December 12,
1890, and Lots 32 and 33, purchased July 11, 1892). It was at

this same time, 1890, that Harry S Truman first saw and fell in
love with Elizabeth Virginia "Bess" Wallace in Sunday school

class at the First Presbyterian Church.

In 1896, the Truman family relocated to another.
Independence residence (extant; extensively altered) at 909
West Waldo (Lot 3, Woodland Place addition, purchased November
21, 1895). There they lived until 1902. The move was
significant because the family lived only a few blocks west of
North Delaware and Harry S Truman and Bess Wallace attended
secondary school together. The two often studied Latin
together at the Waldo Street home of Truman's cousins, Mary
Ethel and Nellie Noland. The childhood friends remained

classmates until graduating from high school in 1901.t

David Willock Wallace

Bess Wallace Truman's father, David Willock Wallace, was
born on June 15, 1860, in Independence to Benjamin F. and
Virginia Willock Wallace. Having come to Independence in 1833,
Benjamin F. Wallace was one of the earliest settlers of Jackson

County, serving in 1869 as Mayor of Independence. At the time
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of Benjamin Wallace's death in 1877, he represented Jackson

County for the First District in the Missouri Legislature.

His son, David, followed his example through a career in
government. At the age of 14, David W. Wallace was the
Assistant Docket Clerk of the Missouri Senate and, in 1877,
became the Assistant Engrossing Clerk. Oﬁ April 13, 1878, he
was appointed Jackson County Deputy Recorder of Marriage

Licenses in Independence.2

Despite David Wallace's apparently bright future, George
P. Gates d4id not approve of Wallace éourting his oldest
daughter, Madge. Nonetheless, the two fell in love and eloped.

David Wallace and Madge Gates were married on June 13, 1883.3

The couple moved nearby to a house at 117 West Ruby Street
(See Figure 3). The house, which David Wallace purchased on
July 28, 1882,%4 is extant. It was at 117 West Ruby that David
and Madge Wallace's first child--Elizabeth Virginia "Bess"
Wallace--was born on February 13, 1885, With the additional
expense of stérting a family, the couple's finances were
strained. On November 14, 1885, the property at 117 West Ruby

was conveyed to John A. Sea and Sarah E. Pugsley in trust to
secure a $700 note. The Wallaces had one year to repay the

loan at 10% annual interest.5
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FIGURE 3

REATDRNCOE OF D W, WALLACE.

(The Independence Sentinel, January 2, 1886. Harry S. Truman
Library and Jackson County Historical Society)




The Wallaces did not live in the Ruby Street residence
long. The home was sold on April 11, 1887, to M.L. Hall.®
David, Madge, two-year-old Bess, and newborn Frank Gates
Wallace (born March 4, 1887) moved into a larger house at 608
North Delaware, two blocks north of the newly-constructed Gates
mansion. The family moved into the Gates house for an unknown
length of time in the late 1880s. The 1889-90 Independence

city directory records 219 North Delaware as their address.’

The David Wallace house on North Delaware was a two-story
Victorian structure marked by a large bay window topped by a
cupola. It had no basement, but it did have several
outbuildings: a carriage house, stable, washhouse, woodhouse,
and a privy decorated with a trellis.® (This house was torn
down in the early 1900s, and a modern home was built in its
place and renumbered 610 North Delaware. A massive oak under

which Bess Wallace once played still stands in the front yard).

It was at this house, two blocks from her grandparent's
mansion, that Bess Wallace Truman grew up. Her two younger
brothers, George Porterfield Wallace (born May 9, 1892) and

David Frederick Wallace (born January 17, 1900), were probably
born there. It was a common sight in the 1890s for neighbors

to see Bess (or "Bessie") Wallace riding her velocipede to
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Grandmother (or "Mama") Gates's house to the south. A

childhood friend recalled:

Mrs. Gates was the cutest, sweetest little old
lady, and she used to have parties for Bess,
children's parties; and I remember the best
cake--ladies all had cccks, but they usually made
their cakes; nobody bought them because each lady
had her specialty and bakers cakes were inferior.

By 1903, 18-year-old Bess had already been graduated from
Independence High School for two years. Her father was
well-liked and a respected community leader, He was described
as "the most popular man in the county."lO After high scheol,
Wallace became the Deputy Jackson County Recorder. In 1889, he
was elected Jackson County Treasurer, serving th two~-year
terms. He then moved from county government in Independence to
the Federal Building in downtown Kansas City where he served as
Deputy United States Surveyor of Customs under Port Surveyor J.
Scott Harrison. Kansas City became an official "Port of Entry"
in 1882. Wallace was a Democrat, a Presbyterian, and an active
Mason. The Knights Templar elected him as Missouri's presiding

official cf the organization, the youngest man ever to hold the

position.ll

The popular David Wallace, however, was plagued by
financial problems and alcoholism. To the profound shock of

the family and the community, David Willock Wallace shot and
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killed himself in the early morning hours of July 17, 1903, 12

The Wallaces Move To 219 North Delaware

Madge Wallace later admitted that she "felt so humiliated"
by her husband's suicide that she left with her four children
to stay with relatives (most likely Frank E. Gates, an uncle)
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, for nearly a year. When Madge
Wallace, Bess and her brothers, Frank, George, and Fred,
returned to Independence in 1904, they were welcoﬁed into the

spacious house at 219 North Delaware .13

The arrangement was ideal. Madge Wallace was able to care
for her aging parents while Bess, then a day student at the
Barstow School for Girls in Kansas City (a post-secondary,
finishing school), continued her duty helping réise her
brothers, most notably young Fred. When George P. and
Elizabeth Gates could not negotiate the stairway and/or desired
more privacy, they abandoned the second floor to the Wallaces
and moved to the first floor bedroom which was supplemented
with a bathroom (circa 1907-1910). These rooms and the front
living room were considered the grandparents' quarters along
with the south side porch where both spent the evening hours

sitting. Madge and David Wallace's furniture was also moved
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from 608 North Delaware into the Gates mansion and was

incorporated into the existing decor.

Madge Wallace transformed the room above the kitchen into
the sitting and sewing room for her own family. It was a place
where the Wallaces and their friends could gather at night
without disturbing the elderly Gates who usually retired early.
They could enter the house through one of the kitchen entrances

and walk up the rear stairway, all without bothering the

grandparents.14

(For period photographs, see Figures 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8)}.

The Courtship of Harry and Bess, 1910 to 1918

Qne of the frequent visitors to the upstairs sitting room
at 219 North Delaware was Harry S Truman. Truman's friendship
with Bess Wallace had lapsed since their 1901 graduation from
Independence High School.. Truman had held a suceession of odd
jobs in Independence and Kansas City before moving back in 1906
to the Truman family farm in Grandview, Their acquaintance was
renewed around 1910 at the initiative of Harry Truman who was
visiting his aunt and uncle, Joseph T. and Ethel Noland. The

Noland house was across the street from the Gates mansion at
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FIGURES 4 and 5

Truman Library Photo Archives, 82-59-104 and 82-212-2

Circa 1900

Two of the three earliest-known photographs of 219 North

Delaware. Note the dark trim.
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FIGURE 6

Truman Library Photo Archives, 82-59-114

Circa 1900

One of the three earliest-known photographs of 219 North
Delaware. Two unidentified men stand in the backyard with the
1867 structure in the background. Note the steps for a rear
porch with simple overhang cover. This configuration
disappeared between 1907 and 1910 when the Gates converted the

area into the first floor bedroom and bathroom.
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FIGURE 7
Truman Library Photo Archives, 82-59-75
Bess Wallace on Front Porch

Circa 1905

The original porch balustrade, porch skirting, and light
and dark color scheme are plainly revealed in this photograph.

Note also the hanging plants and morning glories.
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FIGURE 8

Truman Library Photo Archives, 72-3689

Driveway and Garden Area

Circa 1900-05

Faint writing on the photograph reads, "In Gates-Wallace
backyard." 1In the background is the upaved driveway (probably

dirt and gravel), and picket fencing where the garden and

grazing area is located.

Source: Noland Papers
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216 North Delaware. One day while Truman was visiting the
Nolands, his Aunt Ethel announced that she had a cake plate to
return to Mrs. Wallace across the street. Twenty-six-year-old
Harry S Truman immediately volunteered to take the cake plate
back. He was delighted when his old childhood sweetheart, Bess

Wallace, opened the door.15

A period of intense, prolonged courting began. Harry
Truman became a regular visitor of his aunt and uncle, staying
in their home overnight on the weekends after spending the day
with Bess., He did sleep at least one night at 219 North
Delaware, however. In a January 21, 1913, letter to Bess,
Truman wrote, "I sure did enjoy myself last Sunday and I

certainly appreciate Frank's sharing his sleeping quarters with

me.ﬂlﬁ

Truman worked hard at the Grandview farm during the week,
keeping in constant touch with Besé Wallace in Independence
through a barrage of letters. He traveled by train north to
Kansas City, then east to Independence. Schedules changed
often and transfer connections were often missed. Despite the
rigors of the 30-mile trip, seeing Bess was the high point of
his week as he wrote in 1913, "It seems like & hollow week if I

don't arrive at 219 Delaware at least one day in it.m17
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The long'train trips ceased in 1914, the year Truman'é
father died, when Harry purchased a Stafford automobile for
$650. The car made his trips to Independence more frequent and
easier. When. he was not taking Bess for a drive or on a
picnic, the car remained parked in the Gates's-barn.18 One of
Bess's childhood friends recalls the Gates house during this

courtship period:

The house itself, always had in summer the
coolness of a Victorian house, no matter how hot
the day might be. There were several porches. If
you walked uptown on a Sunday afternoon, and passed
that way, you would see the Wallace family sitting
out on the side porch; their most constant guest
was Harry Truman, who would have driven over from
Grandvi?w to spend Sunday with Bess and her
family.1l®

Truman's desire to make a more lucrative living than
farming and Bess Wallace's family obligations kept the couple
from getting married. She felt it was her duty to look after
her elderly grandparents and chronically ill mother, and to
help raise her youngest brother, Fred. Truman proposed
marriage as early as November 4, 1913,20 but dating continued
on into 1917 at which time Truman enlisted in the Army. He was
a member of the American Expeditionary Force to France and Qas
commissioned on July 11, 1918, to take command of Battery D,
129th Field Artillery, 35th Division of Missouri, National

Guard. During his service in France, Truman kept up his
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voracious letter-writing to his fiancée on North Delaware

Street in Independence.
Captain Harry Truman returned to the United States in the

spring of 1919, reuniting with Bess after a victory parade in

downtown Kansas City on June 1, 1919.21

Lot One and the Two Wallace Houses, 1915-191¢6

In the years prior to the United States entrance as a
belligerent into World War I, George P. and Elizabeth E. Gates
presented two of their grandsons with small parcels of land
upon which to build homes. The principal section of Lot 1 of
James F., Moore's addition immediately east of 219 North
Delaware which served as the family's garden, was divided and

given as wedding presents to the brothers of Bess Wallace.

Frank Gates Wallace, who married Natalie Ott, was given
the east 50 feet of Lot 1 on March 15, 1915. George Porter-
field wWallace, who married Mary Frances (May) Southern, the
daughter of the publisher of the Independence Examiner, was
given the west 50 feet of the east 100 feet of Lot 1 on August
22, 1916. The west 14,18 feet of Lot 1 remained in the Gates's

possession. They also reserved "the right to maintain and use
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the sewer that is now constructed across the... real estat_e."22

The Wallace brothers built their homes during the year in
which they received their parcels. The bungalows, which can be
seen today at 605 and 601 West Truman Road, are of similar
design. Both Wallace families spent their married lives in
these houses, and Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, an excellent
source of family history, currently resides at 605 West Truman

Road.

Harry § Truman's Childhood In Independence

lnResidences of Harry S Truman, 1884-1972, Research Room
Archival Listing, HSTL; and Oral History Interview with Mary
Ethel Noland, Independence, Mo., August 23, and September 9,
16, 1965, by J.R. Fuchs, HSTL.

David Willock Wallace

21rhe History of Jackson County, Missouri, Containing A
History of the County, Its Cities, Towns, Etc., Indexed
Edition, 1881 (reprinted by Ramfre Press, Cape Girardeau, Mo.,
1966), p. 881, Jackson County Historical Society, Independence,
Mo,

3Mary Paxton Keeley, Oral History Interview, Columbia,
Mo,, July 22, 1966, by J.R. Fuchs, HSTL, p. 27. -

4Warranty Deed, Isaac N. and Natalie A. Rogers to David
W. Wallace, July 28, 1882, Land Deed Record Book 130, Page 53.
Documentation on the Ruby Street house were obtained from Pat
O'Brien, Historic Preservation Officer, City of Independence.

SDeed of Trust, D.W. and M.G, Wallace to John A. Sea and

Sarah E. Pugsley, November 14, 1885, Land Deed Record Book 144,
Page 45. A marginal notation on the deed of trust acknowledged
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satisfaction of the note on May 14, 1887, by G.M. Nichol,
"Agssignee and holder of note."

éWarranty Deed, David W. and Madge G. Wallace to M.L.
Hall, April 11, 1887 (filed April 25, 1887), Land Deed Record
Book 158, Page 98.

7Directory of Independence for 1889-90 (Independence:
bon L. Walters), p. 73, HSTL.

8Mary Paxton Keeley, Oral History Interview, Columbia,
Mo., July 22, 1966, by J.R. Fuchs, HSTL, p. 22.

91bid., p. 36.

lOHenry P. Chiles, Oral History Interview, Independence,
Mo., November 1, 1961, and August 14, 1962, by J. R. Fuchs,
HSTL, pp. 20; 22.

1lo,w. Price, The Federal Government in Greater Kansas
City, Part I (Kansas City: Greater Kansas City Federal
Business Association, 1939), p. 36, and, Missouri: Mother of
the West, Vol. IV (Chicago: American Historical Society, Inc.,
1930), p. 343.

12Robert Underhill, The Truman Persuasions (Ames: Iowa
State University Press, 1981), p. 39. The probate papers for
the estate of David Willock Wallace are among 200-odd similar

documents which are missing from the Jackson County Probate
Court Office in Independence,

13Mary Paxton Keeley, Oral History Interview, p. 42,
and, Mrs. H.H. (Ardis) Haukenberry, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983.

ldMrs, George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983. '

Courtship of Harry and Bess, 1910 to 1918

lSMary Ethel Noland, Cral History Interview,
Independence, Mo., August 23, September 9 and 16, 1965, by J.R.
Fuchs, HSTL, p. 87, and, Mrs. H.H. (Ardis) Haukenberry,
Interview, Independence, Mo., June 14, 1983.

16Robert H. Ferrell, Dear Bess (New York: W.W. Norton

and Company, 1983), p. 112. Bess' brother, Frank Wallace, did
not marry and move from 219 North Delaware until 1915.
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171bid., p. 136. The letter from Grandview was dated
September 2, 1913. '

18Ferrell, Dear Bess, p. 162. The letter to Bess, dated
March 24, 1914, reported he was thinking of buying the car with
the money from the settlement of the famlly lawsuit over his
grandmother's estate.

19E:lizabeth Paxton Forsling, "Remembering Delaware
Street,”" Jackson County Historical Society Journal, Vol. IV,
No. 12 (November 1963), p. 10, appended to the Sue Gentry, Oral
History Interview, Independence, Mo., August 30, 1971, by Dr.
Philip C. Brooks, HSTL.

2OFerrell, Dear Bess, p. 141. Bess Wallace told Truman
"she cared for him" the Sunday before, and Truman proposed in
the letter that they "get engaged."”

2libid., p. 288.

Lot One and the Two Wallace Houses, 1915-1916

22General Warranty Deeds: George P. and Elizabeth E,
Gates to Frank G. Wallace (March 15, 1915; Land Deed Record
Book 334, Page 354) and George P. Wallace (August 22, 1916;
Land Deed Record Book 339, Page 360), Jackson County
Courthouse, Office of Deeds, Independence, Mo.
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CHAPTER FIVE

GEORGE PORTERFIELD GATES DIES, 1918



George Porterfield Gates Dies, 1918

A dramatic change occurred at the Gates house while Harry
Truman was in France. After a lengthy bout with influenza,1
George P. Gates, 83, died at 7:15 p.m., on June 25, 1918. He
died in the house on North Delaware Street where he had raised

his family and lived since 1867. The community had lost an

impdrtant leader, The Independence Examiner reported:

... the activities of Independence have felt the
force of the family as it touched the life of the
community in its social, religious, educational,
political and business aspects. The father [George
Washington Gates] had been judge of the county
court, the younger son, E.P. Gates, attained the
honors of the state judiciary and all the while the
business acumen of him whose memory we especially
recall, as he lies mutely resting from his labors,
was felt and honored by all who knew him.

The funeral took place at the Gates mansion on June 27, 1918,

and the body was taken to the family plot at Woodlawn Cemetery

in Independence for internment.

Under the dictates of George P. Gates's will, T;B. Wallace
(son-in-law and husband of daughter Myra Gates Wallace; not
related to David W. Wallace) and E.P. Gates (brother) were
appointed executors of his estate. On July 3, the executors
filed a petition in court to take possession and manage the

real estate of George P. Gates for one year. The petition was
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granted by Judge Albert W. Ott on July 8.2

On July 11, 1918, three local real estate men filed an
appraisal on the real property of George P, Gates, The total
value came to $89,029.11. The appraisal also included $200 in
personal property for the "Family Bible and other books" and

"S500 for Household Kitchen and table furniture in residence.“3

Yet another petition was filed against the estate in
Independence Probate Court on August 12, 1918, by Elizabeth E.
Gates. The widow, who claimed that no food was on hand, was

granted a household allowance of $1,000,°

The payment of household bills to two creditors was also
authorized by the court. The following bill to the Hill

Brothers, Dealers in Hardware, Stores, Tin and Graniteware,

read:

May 4: 41 1/2 sq. ft. Screen wire
1/2 pt. black screen paint

June 6: 16 1/2 sgq. ft. copper screens
7 1/2 sq. ft. Black screens

June 11: 24 sg. ft. Trellis wire.®

The 1918 purchase of black screens and paint indicates that the

black house trim was still in use at this time. The second
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bill to the Randall Brothers, Brick Contractors, read:
Resetting grate in Residence -- Del. St..$8.50.7

Shares in the Waggoner-Gates Milling Company were revealed
to the court by the company's secretary-treasurer, T.O.
Cunningham. He told the court that Gates held 251 shares
originally purchased at $100 per share. The 1918 book value of
each share came to $800., The physical plant was valued at

$150,000, with cash and inventory set at $650,000.8

The location and assessed value of the estate's real
estate (other than the Waggoner-Gates Milling Company) was
announced in court in November. The property and house at 219
North Delaware Street, including the west 14.18 feet of Lot 1
and all of Lots 2 and 3 in Moore's addition, was valued at
$8,500, Two additional properties on North Delaware Street
were also assessed. Both were vacant properties in the
McCauley Park addition, The first was the south half of Lot 7
and all of Lot 8 in Block 1 valued at $1100, while the second
consisted of all of Lot 10 and the south 17 feet of Lot 1l in
Block 3 and came to $700. The Gates farm, 77 acres, three and
a half miles southwest of Independence square, was assessed at

$325 to $400 per acre,?
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Under the dictates of the will which was signed by Gates
on June 19, 1916, his partners, son,'George Walter Gates, and
sons-in-law, William Strother Wells and T.B. Wallace, received
his property "both real and personal and mixed and wherever
situated to be by them held, managed and disposed of as
trustees." The will specifically stated that his business
interests included the Waggoner-Gates Milling Company, the Hero
Mining Company, and Bank of Independence. Gates cancelled
payment of all advancements and gifts to his family and
provided that they share equally in his estate which was placed
in trust for a period not to exceed 20 years following the
death of his wife. The net income from the remainder of his
estate, "after paying taxes and the expenses of maintenance,"
was paid to his widow, who received a one-third share, and to

his five children, who received two-fifteenths shares.10

The will made no specific provision for the Gates mansion
or property at 21% North Delaware. The three trustees,

however, were empowered "to sell any or all of my real estate”

or

to sell any of the personal estate.... Upon
termination of the trust, the trustees shall have
the power to sell any or all property necessary to
make final distribution among the beneficiaries.

As the trustees were close family members, it is certain that
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all three agreed to permit Mrs. Gates and Madge Wallace and her

family to continue living in the house.

Final settlement of the estate came in probate court on

December 9, 1918. It read as follows:

Personal
Name Real Estate Property Total Value
Elizabeth Gates (widow) $11,244.13 (annuity) $11,244.13
George Walter Gates (son) $6260.40 S$16,986.99 23,247.39
Madge Wallace (daughter) 6260.40 16,986,.99 23,247.39
Maud Louise Wells (daughter) 6260.40 26,986,.99 33,247.39
Myra Wallace (daughter) 6260.40 21,986.99 28,247.39
Frank E. Gates  (son) 6260.40 16,986.99  23,247,3912

George Porterfield Gates Dies, 1918

lron Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Mrs.
Margaret Truman Daniel at the Harry S Truman National Historic
Site, Independence, Missouri, November 17, 1983" (Omaha:
Midwest Regional Office, National Park Service, 1983), p. 10.
[Hereinafter cited as Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with
Margaret Truman™].

2"Closed A Useful Life," Exahiner (June 26, 1918), p. 1,
folder-Gates, George P., Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

3a Petition, Application of Executors to take possession
of Real Estate, Independence Probate Court, filed July 3, 1218,
No. 4177, Estate of G.P. Gates, Office of the Probate Court of
Jackson County, Independence, Mo,

40ath of Appraisers, July 11, 1918, Joseph Noland, Frank
C. Wyatt, and F.W. Weinanshagon, No. 4177, Estate of G.P.
Gates, Office of the Probate Court of Jackson County,
Independence, Mo.

Sapplication of widow for allowance in lieu of
Provisions, Elizabeth E. Gates, Independence Probate Court,
filed August 12, 1918, No. 4177, Estate of G.P. Gates, Office
of the Probate Court of Jackson County, Independence, Mo.
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6Bill, Hill Brothers, Independence, Mo., to the Estate
of G.P. Gates, July 11, 1918, No. 4177, Office of the Probate
Court of Jackson County, Independence, Mo.

71bid., bill, Randall Brothers, October 5, 1918.

8affidavit of Appraiser as to Fees and Disbursements In
the Matter of the Transfer Tax on Estate of G.P. Gates,
November 8, 1918, T.O. Cunningham, Secretary-Treasurer,
Waggoner-Gates Milling Company, No. 4177, Office of the Probate
Court of Jackson County, Independence, Mo.

9affidavit of Real Estate Appraiser, November 8, 1918,
R.R. Chopin, No. 4177, Estate of G.P. Gates, Office of the
Probate Court of Jackson County, Independence, Mo.

10Last Will and Testament of George Porterfield Gates,
June 19, 1916, No. 4177, Estate of G.P. Gates, Office of the
Probate Court of Jackson County, Independence, Mo. In a
November 22, 1916, codicil, Gates bequeathed a special legacy
of $15,000 to Maud Louise Wells and $5,000 to Myra Wallace.

1l1pbiq.

12p0rder Assessing Transfer Tax, Etc., Independence
Probate Court, December 9, 1918, No. 4177, Estate of G.P.
Gates, Office of the Probate Court of Jackson County,
Independence, Mo.
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The Newlyweds Live at the Gates House

A year and one day following the funeral of George P.
Gates, the wedding of Captain Harry S Truman and Elizabeth
Virginia Wallace took place at 4 p.m., June 28, 1919, at
Trinity Episcopal Church in Independence. The bride was given
away in marriage by her brother, Frank Gates Wallace. A

reception was held at the Gates house.l

Harry and Bess Truman returned to 219 North Delaware after
their Michigan honeymoon to begin married life in 1919. It
proved to be their lifelong home together. The principal
reason the couple did not establish their own household was due
to the chronic frail health of Madge Wallace who suffered from
sciatica, a neuritis of the hip area. The painful affliction
severely restricted the daily activity of Madge Wallace. With
the responsibility of caring for her mother and grandmother,
Bess Truman decided to remain at her family home.2 One

relative recalled:

Bess thought they should stay until her mother
got used to the idea. Bess was very devoted to
er mother, Oh, very! And, of course, Mrs.
Wallace was a very wonderful mother, a very
devoted mother. So, mother never got quite
settled enough for Bess to leave. And they liked
it that way, and Harry liked it that way. He was
devoted to Mrs. Wallace, toc, and she to him....

Another stated:

73



After they were married, they thought they were
going to live out in Grandview, but that summer,
Mother Wallace became very ill. Bess came home; it
was soon after they were married. She came home to
take care of her mother, and they never d4did
establish any other residence.
Truman turned from farming to merchandising to support his
new wife. He and war buddy Eddie Jacobson had operated a
canteen together at an army training camp in Oklahoma before
being shipped t¢ Europe. Both decided to operate a similar
business in peacetime. Préparations for opening the store took
nearly five months, but "Truman & Jacobson" opened in November
1919 opposite Kansas City's prestigious Muehlebach Hotel. It
was a men's furnishings establishment featuring items tailored
for the well-to-do. Truman & Jacobson was open six days a week
and more than 12 hours a day. Both partners worked long hours
and usually did not go home until late at night. Truman was in

charge of the bookkeeping and he often took the work home where

Bess would help him.? Of this time period, a journalist wrote:

No matter what his job was, Harry Truman always
took home a briefcase full of work, but the house
on North Delaware never seemed to be guiet. Floors
were forever being waxed, curtains hung, ceilings
painted, and walls papered, particularly it seemed
in exactly the glaces where Harry Truman was trying
to concentrate,.

It was not from lack of hard work that the business

failed, but the postwar price deflation which forced Truman &
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Jacobson to close in early 1922. Truman refused to declare

bankruptcy, and would work to repay his debt. His tight

financial bind made living at 219 North Delaware a necessity.

Truman the Politician

Just as rapidly as the haberdashery :failed, Harry Truman
launched himself into politics with the help of a friend and
former Army officer, Lieutenant Jim Pendergast. Pendergast was
the son of Mike Pendergast, political boss of eastern Jackson
County, who, in turn, was the brother of Tom Pendergast, boss
of the entire county. Truman was encouraged to run as a
candidate for Eastern Judge of Jackson County. Truman won the
Democratic primary in August and the general election in
November. He took office in January 1923. As a member of the
Pendergast political machine which operated from Kansas City in
western Jackson County, Truman stayed apart from its
machinations, preferring to manage the affairs of the eastern

section from Independence.7

Although the practice was frowned on by the female
residents, Judge Truman could not turn away those who came to
219 North Delaware looking for a county job. They were usually

received in the first floor study.8
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Birth of a Daughter

Next to his marriage, the second most important event in
the life of Harry S Truman was the birth of his daughter, Mary
Margaret. Bess Truman, 39, refused to go to a hospital,
preferring instead to deliver her baby in the comfort and
privacy of her family home. 1In the four years of her marriage,
Bess Truman had miscarried twice.d During a bitter snowstorm
on February 17, 1924, a daughter was born to Harry and Bess
Truman in thelr second floor, east bedroom. Born earlier than
expected, no furnishings had been purchased for the baby.
Little Margaret Truman spent the first days of her life
sleeping on two pillows in the opened drawer of a bureau in the

Trumans' bedroomn.

For the first two years of her life, Margaret slept in the
same room with her parents. In 1926, when it was decided that
she was old enough to be given her own bedroom, Margaret was
moved to the small second floor bedroom in the rear (east). To
facilitate access to her bedroom, especially in the darkness of
the night, a passageway was built connecting the Trumans'
bedroom with that of their small daughter. A portion of the
second floor sleeping porch was taken for the passageway.
Access to the porch had always been through an open window, and

no door or window was claimed to build the passageway.lo
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The Newlyweds Live at the Gates House

l"Wallace—Truman," Examiner (June 28, 1919), p. 1,
folder-Truman, Harry S8 1919, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.
The article reported that the couple "left immediately after
the ceremony for an extended trip north," but Miss Ethel Noland
recalls having been at the wedding reception at 219 North
Delaware. See, "Trumans to Observe 50th Quietly,"™ Kansas City
Times {(June 28, 1969), p. 2A, folder-Truman, Harry S 1969,
Research Room Vertical File, HSTL,

2Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983, Sciatica is a neuritis or simple neuralgia
of the sciatic nerve, an affection characterized by paroxysmal
attacks of pain along the course of the branches of the sciatic
nerve. Popularly, it is known as any of various painful
affections of the hip and adjocining parts.

3Mary Ethel Noland, Oral History Interview,
Independence, Mo., August 13, September 9 and 16, 1965, by J.

dMrs, George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983.

SMerle Miller, Plain Speaking: An Oral Biography of
Harry S. Truman (New York: Berkley Publishing Corporation,
1973), p. 109. Another author stated that Truman seldom got
"back to the Gates house before midnight" and that "home life
was meager during this hectic period." See Alfred Steinberg,

The Man From Missouri: The Life and Times of Harry S. Truman
{New York: G.P. Putnam™s Sons, 1962), p. 55.

6Miller, Plain Speaking, p. 106,

Truman the Politician

TRobert Ferrell, Dear Bess (New York: W.W. Norton and
Company, 1983), pp. 301-04.

8Sue Gentry, Interview, Independence, Mo., June 22,

1983, Gentry's own brother was among those who went to the
house seeking politicial favors or advice.

Birth of a Daughter

9Cockrell, "oral History Interview with Margaret
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Truman,”" p. 1.

10Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interviews,
Independence, Mo., June 14 and July 20,_1983.
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Elizabeth Emery Gates Dies, 1924

Elizabeth E., Gates lived to see the birth of her
great-granddaughter, when four generations lived under her
roof. Mrs. Gates lived for six years after the death of her
husband in 1918. She spent nearly every summer in Colorado
Springs, Colorado, caring for her unmarried, invalid son, Frank
E. Gates. When she was not in Colorado, she was at her home in
Independence. Mrs. Gates was in Colorado for only a short time
when she died there on June 19, 1924, at the age of 83. Three
daughters, Madge, Myra, and Maud, and her son, Frank, survived
her.l fThe will of.Elizabeﬁh Gates named Frank E. Gates as her
principal beneficiary inheriting the bulk of her estate. (See
Appendix for will). He was empowered to use "so much of the
principal fund as may be required for his maintenance and
comfort. The remainder after his death to go to my other

children...."2

Assets‘of the estate were appraised at $56,013.09, and of
that figure, Frank E. Gates received almost $30,000, while each
daughter received less than $5,000.3 The appraiser's report
detailed some of the contents of the house. The following

household goods were listed:

Book case $50; 1 desk $15; 1 table $10; 4 chairs $25.
Books $50--
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parlor suite: 1 davenport $15; 3 chairs $15.

Dining Room: 1 table $10; 1 side board $15 and 6
chairs $20.

3 bed room suites with beds and dressers and 1 hall coat
rack S15.

2 carpets $20.4

Because of his frail health, Frank E. Gates could not move
to Missouri and live in the family home which he had inherited.
Madge Wallace, however, was very much interested in having the
old house for herself and her family. She used her share of
her mother's estate,> plus some additional funds to buy the

property.

Madge Wallace Acquires the Gates Mansion, 1924

On October 4, 1924, Madge Wallace purchased Lots 2 and 3
~and the west 14.18 feet of Lot 1 from the trustees of the
Estate of George P. Gates (Frank E. Gates and T.B. Wallace).

She bought the property for $10,000.°

The three Gates daughters did not have long to wait to
inherit the remainder of their mother's estate because Frank E.
Gates, 54, passed away in 1925.7 On September 4, 1926, Madge

Wallace limited her property to include only Lots 2 and 3. She
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deeded the west fourteen and eighteen one-~hundredths feet of
Lot 1 to her son and daughter-in-law, George Porterfield and
Mary (May) Southern Wallace, for "one dollar and other valuable

considerations."8

Life in the Wallace House, 1924-1934

Five people occupied the Wallace house in the 1até 1920s
and early 1930s. Madge Wallace's quarters were in the second
floor master bedrcom, while her youngest son, Fred, had the
northwest corner bedroom. Margaret Truman had her own bedroom
between the second floor bathroom and her parents' room,

connected by a passageway (circa 1926).

Margaret Truman remembered the cold winter nights in her
room and a childish conviction which became a humorous family

tale:

...before the gas furnace was put in, we had no
blower. I had no heat in my room., I'm tough., I'm
a survivor, I had no heat., The only register is
that register that is in the dining room. It was
very cold.

Anyway, I thought there was a little man dressed
in black who lived in the attic...
When the house would cool off at night, the steps
would one by one creak coming down and stop right
in front of my door. And I said to my mother, "I
want a lock on my door." I said, "There's a little
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man up there and he comes down every night and he
stops in front of my door." And she said, "Oh,
don't be ridiculous!" I remember my father saying,
"It doesn't cost anything. Put a bolt on the
door." So they put a bolt on the door.?

The Trumans' bedroom had always been the bedroom of Bess
Wallace since she first came to the house in 1904. The furni-
ture presently in the room belongs to Margaret Truman, while
her parents' furniture, which was purchased in ﬁashington,
D.C., was moved in the mid-1970s to the first floor bedroom for
Mrs. Truman's use.l0 It was during the early decades of the
20th century that a plain white, marble wash basin was install-
ed in the bedroom where shaving or simple washing could be déne
without tying up the popular second floor bathroom.ll Harry
Truman slept in the bed nearest thersink.12 During the sultry
summer nights in Missouri, the Trumans were not unknown to take

advantage of the screened porch outside their bedroom. 13

David "Fred" Wallace, unmarried and in his early thirties,
was a close companion to young Margaret Truman. Both were
continuously getting into "trouble and mischief about the
house" and being called down by Mrs. Wallace.l? an architect,
he accomplished several improvements to the Wallace house. In
the late 1920s, a number of decorative crystal lamps were
installed by Fred Wallace in the living room and parlor/music

room. The chandelier in the living room was removed. Because
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they came to be viewed as "ugly," he removed the decorative
wood shelving and mirrors of the fireplace sufrounds, although
the second floor fireplace was left intact.15 He also helped
transform the "dark" library into a bright, cheery room. The
woodwork, walls, and bookcases were painted white, while red

was used on the trim areas.16

Margaret had nine little girls on the same block with
which to play in the attic and basement of the house as well as
in the yard which featured swings and a sliding board. A
favorite sport was riding tricycles or playing with wheel toys
on the gravel driveway, creating "roads and highways out of the
loose gravel." The children stirred up so much dust during the

dry summer months that Bess Truman and her mother usually had

to dust the house as much as three times a day.l7

Margaret Truman recalled her backyard, the neighborhood

playground:

...I had everything in my backyard that anyone
would want to play with. I had a swing. I had a
trapeze. I had a teeter-totter. I had a slide,
and plenty of trees to climb. We had lots more
trees out there than we do now. And we used to
climb trees. All nine girls used to come over and
play in my yard, and that way my mother never had
to worry where I was. I had a fire engine. I had
a three-wheeled bike; two three-wheeled bikes. I
had a big two-wheeled bike. I had a small
two~-wheeled bike. You name it, I had it.... I
don't know how my Grandmother stood it, but on bad
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days, I was allowed to ride my tricycle in the
house. My mother said she always gave her mother
credit for that, that she never complained_about
that, because she was a very strict woman.

Another summer pastime was digging channels through the
backyard to sail the half-shells of English walnuts, stuck with

a pin and a paper sail. Margaret Truman recalled in 1956:

It was a kind of canal, beginning at the
drip-faucet at the side of the house and running
muddily through the mint bed, tumbling with
waterfalls downward through Grandmother Wallace's
lilies of the valley (which were ruthlessly
uprooted), and on into the rose garden where
further depredations took place., It looked,
indeed, as if a bunch of moles had got on top of
the ground and continued their architecture. It
was guite a problem to raise flowers in that
weather and at this vantage I have a better
understanding of the wan looks of my grandmother
when she regarded the fallen petals of her
treasured Talismans.

A photograph showing the Truman family in the backyard in
May 1928, shows the gravel drive lined by bricks, a stone bench
beside the flower garden, and a white picket fence parallel to
Van Horn (now Truman) Road (See Figure 9). The fence was short
and only went a few yards from the driveway entrance. 20
Another fence, made of wire "with a board top and a board

bottom," ran parallel te the alley from the barn to the

sidewalk on North Delaware.2l
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FIGURE 9

Truman Library Photo Archives, 82-318

1928 View Toward Van Horn (now Truman) Road

May 1928

Harry, Bess, and Margaret Truman in the backyard of the
Wallace house. This photograph appeared in Margaret Truman's
1956 book, Souvenir. Note the diamond-shaped wood fence
parallel to Van Horn Road, the stone hench, and placement of

bricks to line the driveway.
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Not shown in any pre-presidential photographs is the rose
arbor, or pergola. This structure did not date to the Gates
occupancy, but to sometime after 1924 when Madge Wallace owned
the house. Mrs. Wallace, a woman who loved her flower gardens

and roses, had the rose arbor constructed. 22

Madge Wallace's uéright piano was replaced in 1932 when
the baby grand piano was purchased for Margaret Truman by her
proud father. The Christmas present was not then appreciated
by the eight-year-old girl who was crestfallen that she had not
received the electric train she desired. This is the same
piano which is presently in the parlor/music room and which,

while in the White House, nearly fell through the floor.23

Spring was a busy time in the Wallace house during the
1920s and 1930s. Margaret Truman recalled "that season of
domestic chaos when the ladies of my immediate anéestry tore
the house limb from limb, scrubbed, waxed, painted, varnished,
and enameled it and called it spring housecleaning."24 The
window coverings were also frequently cleaned and changed.
Madge Wallace busied herself making most of the curtains for
her home by hand.2® Awnings and shutters were used on the
front, west facade in the summer to block the intense sun and

keep down the interior temperatures (See Figures 10 and 11).
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FIGURE 10

Truman Library Photo Archives, 82-474

Wallace House with Awnings and Shutters

- Circa late 1920s

Note the vertical striped awnings across the front (west)

facade of 219 North Delaware, and the presence of shutters on

the secohd floor windows,

Source: Negative taken from Truman home, 1982.
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FIGURE 11
Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-2964
1934 Wallace House with Awnings

August 1934

Note that the vertical striped pattern of the awnings is
much wider than those seen in the earlier (late 1920s}
photograph in Figure 10. Also, the decorative railing above

the first floor porch overhang is gone.

Source: Kansas City Star, August 12, 1934
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Madge Wallace no longer had a sewing/sitting room on the
second floor. By the 1920s, the room had become a storage area
known as "the back room" where "everything was just shbved in
there that we didn't want to use."2® The back stairs remaihed

a popular, quick avenue to go to and from the kitchen and

second floor.

The small, north bedroom (which later became Mr. Truman's
dressing room) featured a bed, but the room was not used., In
the wintertime, to reduce drafts on the unheated second floor,

the door to the north bedroom was kept closed.27

Heating the house was always a problem (See "The Heating
System" in Chapter 13). In the wintertime, the kitchen was the
warmest and, therefore, the most popular room in the house.28
During one exceptionally cold winter, the music room and

library were closed off to conserve heat.2?

The theme of the interior furnishings was Victorian, which
conformed to the personal tastes of Madge Wallace who delighted

in her antiques as well as the Gates family heirlooms. Her

granddaughter remembered:

When I was a little girl the floors were dark
and polished, so that I could see my face in them,
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and covered with oriental rugs. Grandmother
Wallace loved antiques and there were many family
heirlooms in the house. Her pride and joy was the
fine old secretary in the living room which
Great-grandfather Gates hag brought ocut from
Vermont in a wagon train,?

In the second floor bedrooms, the floors were not carpeted
as they appear today. The floors were painted dark brown to
resemble an oak flodr. Rugs were scattered abqut. The small
second floor alcove which is immediately above the front
entrance vestibule, was used as a resting nook. Decorated with
curtains, chair and table, it provided a quiet place to think

or read.31

Margaret Truman's childhood in Independence was marked by
persistent colds and other infections. She went through an
"early and bitter tonsillectomy" after which one tonsil grew
back. During the winter of 1932-33, a case of influenza turned
into pneumonia and then rheumatic fever. In order for his
daughter to regain her health, Harry Truman sent his wife and
child to stay with friends in Biloxi, Mississippi, during the
early spring of 1933,32 1t was their hope that the warm Gulf

weather and a change in diet would restore her to good health.

During his fémily's seasonal exile from Independence,
Judge Truman did not spend all his time at 219 North Delaware.

He spent his weekends staying with his mother in Grandview, 33
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In late April 1933, Truman stayed as an unregistered guest in

Kansas City's Pickwick Hotel "so no job holder who wants to

stay on can see or phone me." Because of Depression-era
cutbacks,‘he had been forced to discharge 200 county workers, 34
In late May he joined Bess and Margaret Truman in Biloxi.
Margaret's health had dramatically improved and the family was

able to return to Independence by mid-June.3°

Truman In County Politics, 1924-1935

In 1924, Harry Truman's political career suffered a
setback when he sought re-election as eastern judge. He was
defeated as a result of a split in the local Democratiec Party,
and in the two years he was out of political office, he sold
memberships for the Kansas City Automobile Club. With the
backing of the Pendergast machine, Trumén returned to office,
winning the 1926 election. This time he was elected Jackson
County Presiding Judge, serving two consecutive terms,
1927-1931 and 1931-1935. He established a remarkable record as
the county's chief administrator. Through the passage of a
multi-million dollar bond issue, Truman began an ambitious road
building program which promised that no one would be more than
two miles from a paved road. The Independence Courthouse was

renovated to resemble Colonial Williamsburg (Georgian Revival).
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Kansas City's 1870 courthouse was replaced by a modern art-deco
skyscraper. Truman's success in Jackson County brought him
wide attention throughout the state. Leaders in the Missouri
Democratic Party and the Pendergast machine began mentioning
his name as a possible candidate for the United States

Senate, 36

Elizabeth Emery Gates Dies, 1924

luomes, George P. Gates Dead,"™ undated newspaper
clipping, folder-al172 unknown compiler 2F25 Woodson,-McCoy
Scrapbook, Circa 1875-1925 newspaper clippings, Jackson County
Historical Society, Independence, Mo.

Another son, G. Walter Gates, died in Coronado Beach,
California, on February 8, 1923. The 55-year-old Gates was in
California being treated for pneumonia. He was a successful
Portland, Oregon, lumberman, having moved there in 1905. His
funeral took place at 219 North Delaware on February 14, 1923,
His nephews were pall bearers: John Wallace, Kansas City;
Gates Wells, Platte City; Frank, George and Fred Wallace, and
Harry Truman, Independence. See "G. Walter Gates Dead" and
"Funeral of G.W. Gates," Examiner (Febraury 9 and 15, 1923), p.
éé folder-Truman, Harry S 1923, Research Room Vertical File,

TL.

2L,ast Will and Testament of Elizabeth Gates, October 31,
1917, Office of the Probate Court, Jackson County Courthouse,
Independence, Mo.

3Final Settlement of the Estate of Elizabeth Emery
Gates, Independence Probate Court, No. 4941. The financial
settlement was as follows: Frank E. Gates, $29,832.69; Madge
Wallace, Maud Wells, and Myra Wallace, each received $4,987.05;
Maud Louise Drake (Granddaughter) $2,493.53; and G. Walter
Gates, Jr., {(Grandson), $2,493.52. The last two heirs were the
two children of the deceased son, G. Walter Gates,

In an affidavit filed before the court on August 12,
1924, administrator T.B. Wallace swore that Frank E, Gates, 53,
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was an invalid and "is now and has been for some years
physcially incapacitated from performing labor and thereby

unable to earn a living. His said disability is permanent."”

41n the Matter of the Appraisal of the Estate of

Elizabeth Gates, Report of Appraiser, July 14, 1924,
Independence Probate Court, No. 4%41, Office ¢f the Probate

Court of Jackson County, Independence, Mo.

SMrs. George P, (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983,

Madge Wallace Acquires the Gates Mansion, 1924

6General Warranty Deed, Frank E., Gates and T.B. Wallace,

as Trustees under the will of George P. Gates, and Madge Gates
Wallace, October 4, 1924, Land Book 459, Page 342, No. 193526,

Office of Deeds, Jackson County Courthouse, Independence, Mo.

7Genealogy chart, family group of George Porterfield
Gates and Elizabeth Emery, by Annette W. Curtis, Jackson County
Historical Society, Independence, Mo.

8Missouri Warranty Deed, Madge Gates Wallace to George
P. and Mary S. Wallace, September 4, 1926, Land Book 492, Page
422, No. 219645, Office of Deeds, Jackson County Courthouse,
Independence.

9Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 20.

101pbig., pp. 22; 59.
liMrs, George P. (May) Wallace, Interviews, Indepen-
dence, Mo., June 14 and July 20, 1983. The present blue sink

was probably installed in the 1950s when the bedroom was
rewallpapered.

12Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman,” p. 59.

131n a letter from Harry Truman to his wife on July 11,

1939, he wrote: "Hope you didn't catch cold on that porch
sleep on the first cool night." See Robert Ferrell, Dear Bess,
p. 414,

14Margaret Truman, Souvenir: Margaret Truman's Own
Story (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1956), p. 17.
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15Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret ‘
Truman," pp. 39; 43. The old fireplace surrounds were found in
the barn, and National Park Service personnel have moved them

to the basement to provide improved security.
161pia., p. 39.
lTMargaret Truman, Souvenir, p. 29.

18Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 14.

19Margaret Truman, Souvenir, p. 30,

2OCockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 26.

211bid., p. 27.

22urg, George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983.

23Margaret Truman, Souvenir, pp. 27-8. Harry Truman was
pProbably in error when, in a June 28, 1957, letter to his wife,
he indicated that the piano was purchased in 1928, See Dear
Bess, p. 568.

24Souvenir, p. 1l.

25Mr s, George P. (May) Wallace, Interview at 219 North
Delaware, Independence, Mo., July 20, 1983. :

26Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman,” p. 12. .

271bid., p. 29.
281pid., p. 48.
231pid., p. 44,

30Margaret Truman, Souvenir, p. 21. The secretary is
now located in the second floor front, west bedroom.

31Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview at 2192 North
Delaware, Independence, Mo,, July 20, 1983.

32Margaret Truman, Souvenir, pp. 26-7.

33Ferrell, Dear Bess, p. 347. In a letter from
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Grandview, Truman wrote his wife and daughter on April 14,

1933, that he had visited with her family and "had dinner with
Mrs. Wallace."

34Ibid., pP. 351. The letter from the Pickwick Hotel was
dated April 28, 1933,

35“C0unty Court Session Short," Examiner (May 16 and May

25, 1933), p. 1, folder-Truman, Harry S 1933, Research Room
Vertical File, HSTL.

Truman In County Politics, 1924-1935

36Ferrell, Dear Bess, pp. 304-05.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

A TALE OF TWO HOMES: INDEPENDENCE AND WASHINGTON, D.C.

* An Extended Family Occupies the Wallace House, 1934
* Harry S Truman, Senator from Missouri

* Harry S Truman, Vice President of the United States



An Extended Family Occupies the Wallace House, 1534

Fred Wallace, the youngest son of Madge Wallace, was
married in 1930 and brought his new wife, Christine, to live in
his mother's house at 219 North Delaware. To them was born a
son, David, in 1934, Madge Wallace, 72, had abandoned her
second flocr west bedroom in the mid to late 1920s in favor of
her late parents' first floor room. Because of her advanced
age and chronic sciatica, she could no longer negotiate the
stairway. Madge Wallace's former bedroom then became a nursery
for David Wallace, with his parents' northwest corner bedroom

nearby., In 1937, he shared his room with a new sister, Marian.

The Fred Wallace family lived with Madge Wallace and the
Trumans from 1934 to 1942.1 An architect and engineer,'Fred
Wallace and his family moved to Denver in 1942 where he became
the regional manager of the War Production Board in April

1945.2 The family later moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Harry S Truman, Senator from Missouri

" With the support of his family and political friends,
Truman won the 1934 Democratic nomination and election for U.S.

Senator after a hard-fought, whirlwind campaign throughout the
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State of Missouri. After his election on November 6, 1934, the
Trumans made preparations to move to Washington, D.C. Leaving
behind their family and friends, the Senator-elect, Bess, and
Margaret left for their new life in the nation's capital
shortly after noon on December 28, 1934. They drove away from
219 North Delaware in two cars bound for St. Louis. There they
boarded a train for the remainder of the trip, while their cars
loaded with personal possessions, were driven east to their new

home.3

For the next decade, the Trumans lived in a series of
apartments in the District of Columbia. Madge Wallace would
come to visit often, remaining for long periods of time. Bess
and Margaret Truman did not spend as much time in Washington as
their famous husband and father did. They preferred to spend
the summers away from the capital, traveling by train back to
Independence and the Wallace family home. There they stayed
through the fall while young Margaret went to the local public
school from September through January. From January through
May, she attended Gunston Hall, a private girls school in
Washington.4 Senator Truman also came home often, especially
when the Senate had adjourned. His sojourns in Independence
were always balanced with trips around Missouri visiting with

political leaders and making speeches.
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Moving from apartment to apartment usually required the
purchase of additional furnishings. In a letter to his wife on
November 30, 1937, Truman wrote about an unfurnished apartment
which he had taken beginning January 1, 1938. He wrote that
they needed to purchase living room furniture and a rug; dining
room furnifure and é rug; twin beds, a rug, and a single bed
for the two bedrooms.>? He did not wait for his wife to come to
Washington to begin shopping for the new furniture. He wrote
on December 5 that he had selected most of what they needed,
but, that "I don't want to make any purchases until you see
whether you like them or not."® Two weeks later he wrote, "I
may put in the bedroom outfit and you and Margey can sleep in

the beds and I can sleep on the floor the first night."7

Before 1946, the second floor bafhroom at 219 North
Delaware was renovated. The old fashioned, legged bathtub was
removed and the present blue porcelain tub, stool, and sink
were installed. Plastic floor tiling was added but later was

covered with first a red, then the present blue, carpeting.8

In November 1940, Harry S Truman was again elected Senator
from Missouri, to serve another six year term from 1941 to
1947, Life changed very little for the family as they
continued their frequent trips back and forth from Independence

to Washington, D.C. (See Figure 12). World War II and the
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FIGURE 12

Truman Library Photo Archives, 64-1528
The Trumans in the Dining Room

August 7, 1940

Senator Harry S Truman and his family sit at the dining
room table reading congratulatory telegrams following late
election returns. The returns indicate Truman's Senatorial
primary victory over Governor Lloyd Stark and Maurice Milligan.
Note the flowered wallpaper pattern and the plant behind Bess

Truman. Alsc, note the identical positioning of the epergne

(to the far right), a wedding gift to Madge and David Wallace.

Source: Roger Reynolds, Acme Photo.
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impending 1nﬁolvement of the United States changed not only the
course of the country, but the daily lives of the Trumans as
well. The U.S. was slowly repealing its isolationist
neutrality legislation as a potential showdown with Japan
loomed. The Congress decided to remain in session for the
duration of the world crisis. For this reason, in early
September 1941, the Trumans decided to become full-time
residents of Washington, D.C., returning to Missouri only for
the summer, vacations, and holidays. Margaret Truman,

therefore, was enrolled year-round in Gunston Hall.?

It was in the early 1940s that the electric attic fan was
installed. The huge fan made the sultry summer days and nights

less oppressive.10

The Fred Wallace family moved to Colorado shortly
afterward in 1942, leaving Madge Wallace alone in her large
house, Physically unable to care for the home herself, she
closed up 219 North Delaware and moved into a small apartment
on nearby Maple Avenue. She spent one winter there, came back
to the home with the Trumans in the summer, then moved back to
Washington with them in the fall.l For the next decade, the
house at 219 North Delaware stood closed and empty for extended
periods of time, open only during the summer months and

holidays.
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Harry S Truman, Vice President of the United States

Blessed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the movement
within the Democratic Party to dump Vice President Henry
Wallace from the party's 1944 ticket was in full swing at the
July Democratic national convention in Chicago. There,
Missouri's junior Senator, who had gained national respect for
his committee's effort to halt waste and corruption in defense
contracts, reluctantly accepted his party's nomination (See

Figure 13),

On July 23, 1944, Harry, Bess, and Margaret Truman drove
home from the Chicago convention. The following day, the vice
presidential candidate and his family held an open reception in
the backyard where they greeted more than 3,000 local well-
wishers and neighbors.12 The Trumans stood inside the pergola
for several hours and shook hands with people who formed a

seemingly endless linel3 (See Figure 14).

Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S Truman won the November
1944 national election, defeating Republican challengers Thomas
E. Dewey and John W. Bricker. After spending the Christmas
holidays in Independence, the Trumans and Mrs. Madge Wallace
again closed up 219 North Delaware and returned to Washington

for the inauguration. They settled back into their small
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FIGURE 13
Truman Library Photo Archives, 77-75
Appearance of the Wallace House at Truman's Vice-Presidential

Acceptance

July 22, 1944

This is the neglected and unkempt appearance of 219 North
Delaware the day Harry S Truman was nominated for Vice
President of the United States by the Democratic National

Convention in Chicago.

Source: Truman Wing Collection, Acme Photo.
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FIGURE 14
Truman Library Photo Archives, 63-1499-19
The Trumans of Independence

August 1944

The Trumans pose on the front lawn of their home shortly
after the 1944 Democratic National Convention. The photograph
was taken for the August 21, 1944, edition of LIFE Magazine in

an article titled, "Truman of Missouri.”

Source: Taken from the album Mr. President, His Family and
Friends.
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apartment unaware that Vice President Harry S Truman would

serve in that office less than three months.

An Extended Family Occupies the Wallace House, 1934

lpavid Wallace, "A Nephew Remembers Bess Truman and His
Childhood In A Gingerbread Dream House," People (November 8,
1982), p. 47. R

2*A Tremendous Job To Do," Kansas City Times (April 13,
1945), p. 3, folder-Truman, Harry S April-June 13945, Research
Room Vertical File, HSTL,

Harry 5 Truman, Senator from Missouri

3"rrumans Leave For Washington," Examiner (December 28,
1934), p. 1, folder-Truman, Harry S 1934, Research Room
Vertical File, HSTL.

4Margaret Truman, Souvenir: Margaret Truman's Own Story
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc,, 1956), p. 38. In
Independence, she attended Bryant School, Independence Junior
High School, and William Chrisman High School.

SFerrell, Dear Bess, p. 406.
61bid., p. 407.
71bid., p. 41l0.

8Cockrell, "Cral History Interview with Margaret
Truman,” p. 42.

9Margaret Truman, Harry S. Truman (New York: William
Morrow and Company, Inc., 1973), p. 137. :

10cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman,® p. 36.

llmrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983,

Harry S Truman, Vice President of the United States

12Margaret Truman, Souvenir, p. 68.

13gye Gentry, Interview, Independence, June 22, 1983.
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CHAPTER NINE

THE WHITE HOUSE YEARS, 1945-1953

Transforming the Gates-Wallace House Into the 'Summer White
House', 1945

Flagpole

The Summer White House During the Truman Presidency,
1945-1953

United States Secret Service
--Security Booth

--Wrought Iron Picket Fence
Painting the Exterior

Rear Porches



Transformigg the Gates-~Wallace House Intc the 'Summer White
House', 1945

Resting and preparing for the upcoming San Francisco
Conference which would spawn the United Nations, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt worked in his study in the "Little
White House," a frame cottage atop Pine Mountain, in Warm
Springs, Georgia. It was shortly after 1 p.m., April 12, 1945,
when the President signed a bill extending the Commodity Credit
Corporation that he complained of "a terrific headache." Aides
carried the ailing President to the bedroom where he could lie
down or sleep. His condition continued to worsen, however, and
at 3:35 p.m., Franklin D. Roosevelt died from a massive

cerebral hemorrhage.1

At the moment of Roosevelt's death, Vice President Harry S
Truman had finished presiding over the day's Senate debate and
was in House Speaker Sam Rayburn's office. At 5:15 p.m.,
Truman was telephoned by Presidential Press Secretary Steve
Early and told to come to the White House as soon as possible.
Rushing to the Executive Mansion, Harry Truman was ushered into
Eleanor Roosevelt's second floor study. A calm Mrs. Roosevelt
told the Vice President that her husband was dead. "What can I
do for you?" asked Truman, The First Lady responded, "Tell us

what we can do. Is there any way we can help you?"2
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Assembled in the Cabinet Room at 7:09 p.m;, were members
of the Roosevelt cabinet; Bess and Margaret Truman; and Harlan
F. Stone, Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, who
administered the Presidential oath of office to the somber Vice
President. At 7:10 p.m., April 12, 1945, Harry S Truman became
the 33rd President of the United States.? Life for the Trumans
of Independence, Missouri, would never again be the same as

they suddenly found themselves the nation's First Family.

Just.as Franklin D. Roosevelt's beloved estate at Hyde
Park, New York, was constantly in the public eye during his
presidency, so, too, was the Trumans' home in Independence
thrust into the national limelight. Photographs of the hoﬁse
appeared in newspapers and magazines throughout the country as
Americans sought in-depth information on the new First Family.
In the early weeks of the Truman presidency, many referred to

219 North Delaware as the "Hyde Park of the West."4

The years of neglect when the house stood empty for long
periods while Mrs. Wallace and the Trumans were away in
Washington had taken their toll. By the spring of 1945, the
property was in a state of disrepair. On April 13, 1945, the
Independence Examiner noted that the home's "clapboards are

badly in need of paint and its ornate gingerbread gables and
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porches are in need of repair.“5 Americans throughout the
country were eager to help the President beautify his home. In
response to national media exposure of the house, the White
House received offers to landscape the unkempt grdunds6 (See

Figures 15, 16, and 17).

Aware that her family home was the subject of public
scrutiny, Bess Truman negotiated an agreement with a local
contractor to refurbish the exterior of the house. On May 3,
1945, the local newspaper reported that "the contract included
carpenter repairs on the outside where needed to be followed by
two coats of paint." Orville Campbell was the Independence
contractor in charge of the renovation project. His task of
readying the house before the arrival of the First Family for
the summer was stalled for several weeks because of “inclement

weather.“7

The renovation finally commenced on May 21, 1945, as
roofers, painters, and carpenters worked feverishly to
transform the exterior of the Wallace house. Scaffolding was
erected around the front porches for the workmen to feplace
rotted millwork and slate shingles (See Figure 18). Painters
began covering the worn, gray exterior with gleaming white
paint and Kentucky green for windows and other trim areas., The

sparkling white was chosen to conform to the home's new title,
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FIGURE 15

Truman Library Photo Archives, 62-383

Summer White House

Circa 1945

The "wild" appearance of the shrubbery and indications of
lighter colored trim would suggest the photograph was taken in

the early spring before the renovation of May and June.

Source: Kansas City Star

117






FIGURE 16

Truman Library Photo Archives, 67-3886

- Circa March-April 1945

The President's home shortly before renovation into the

Summer White House.
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FIGURE 17

Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-2963

Circa mid-April to mid-May 1945

219 North Delaware before painting and exterior

renovations, Note the light-colored trim compared to the

darker main parts of the facade.
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FIGURE 18
Truman Library Photo Archives, 69-146

Transformation Into The Summer White House

May 21, 1945

Painters, roofers, and carpenters erect scaffolding around
the front facade to make repairs. Note the heavy growth of
shrubbery and the stark contrast in color as the painter on the

ladder paints the guttering.

Source: Associated Press, donated by New York Herald/Tribune.
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the "Summer White House.“8

Arriving with Mrs. Wallace and daughter Margaret by train
on June 3, 1945, Bess Truman came to Independence early to
supervise the renovation and spring cleaning projects.9 The
First Lady was particularly occupied with fitting her
Washington apartment furniture into the existing decor. The
furniture remained in crates scattered throughout the house,

transported there following the family's move into the White

House. 10

The renovation work progressed into a "rush job“1l as
painters and other craftsmen hurried to finish the project
before the President's arrival on June 27, It marked his first
visit home upon succeeding Franklin D. Roosevelt to the
presidency two months before. Work was completed in time for
Harry S Truman's four-day weekend to relax after his
participation in the historic United Nations San Francisco
Conference (See Figure 19). During his stay in Independence,

the President's busy schedule allowed him to eat only one meal

in his own home.12
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FIGURE 19
Truman Library Photo Archives, 65-3360

Appearance For The President's First Visit

June 27, 1945

This is how the house looked the day of Harry S Truman's
first visit home upon his succession to the presidency. The

renovations and trimming of shrubbery has been completed.

Source: George Dodsworth, photographer
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Flaggole

The flagpole which now stands on the northwest corner of
the Truman property was erected through the efforts of
Independence citizens on June 26, 1945, in honor of the
President's first homecoming since assuming his office. The
more than thirty four-foot flagstaff was delivered to the
residence at 219 North Delaware on June 25. It came from the
City of Independence supply yard after local citizens, Hugh
Miller, John Fish, and Robert Joyce approached Mayor Roger T.
Sermon with the idea of presenting it to the First Family.
They argued that the Independence White House should not be

without a flagpole from which to fly the Stars and Stripes.

Mayor Sermon approved the gift of the flagstaff and
Orville Campbeil, contractor in charge of the renovations at
the Summer White House, agreed to set the pole. The location
on the northwest corner of the lawn was approved by Mrs. Madge
Wallace and the First Lady. A free-will donation was taken up
for citizens who wished to cover the city's cost for the

standard.13

The flagpole was set in a concrete foundation which was
poured the evening of June 25.14  rhe project was completed and

the regulation flag (five by eight feet) was hoisted up the
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steel staff at 9:00 on the morning of June 26, 1945, the day

before the President arrived home , 13

The significance of the flagpole to the local citizens
during the presidential period was profound. Whenever the flag
was raised--presumably by Secret Service agents--"the town

knows that the President is home again.“16

The Summer White House During the Truman Presidency, 1945-1953

Tremendous changes occurred in the daily lives of the
Trumans beginning on April 12, 1945, when they found themselves
the new First Family of the United States. The family soon
moved from their Washington apartment into the Blair House and
then into the White House in early May after Mrs. Eleanor
Roosevelt had vacated it. Secret Service protection stripped
the family of its previous freedom of movement. One tradition
the family refused to relinquish, however, was the practice of
spending the summers in Independence. It was Mrs. Madge
Wallace who especially preferred the familiar surroundings of
her own home during the hot summer months. So, too, did Mrs.
Truman and her daughter Margaret who began the summer

homecoming tradition as early as 1935,
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The President, charged with the awesome duty of running
the country in the hectic postwar years, could not afford the
luxury of a summer vacation. Most of his time was spent in
Washington, keeping in close contact with his family by letters
and frequent telephone calls. The President took advantage of
Florida's favorable weather and stayed in Key West at a retreat
which became known as "The Little White House."™ Harry Truman
made regular trips to Independence during the summer to visit
with his family and friends. Arriving aboard the presidential
planes "Sacred Cow" and, later, "The Independence," none of his

vacations were for periods longer than ten days.17

Summertime did mark the longest periods the Trumans spent
in Independence during the presidential years, adding credence
to the designation of "The Summer White House." Other
homecomings came around major holidays such as Christmas.
Occasional trips to Missouri were made on weekends to visit
with family and friends. President Truman made special trips
to see his aged mother at the Truman family farm in Grandview,
Missouri. The First Family, without exception, came to
Independence to cast their ballots in all local, state, and

national elections.

During the absence of the First Family, 219 North Delaware

stood locked and empty. In cold weather, George P. Wallace
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drained the home's pipes to guard against freezing and damage
to the plumbing system, Both the Wallace brothers .and their
wives regqularly prepared the home preceding each arrival of the
First Family. They also helped in closing up the home until

the next visit.,l18

The Summer White House was a refuge for the family, a
place which provided an escape from the highly-publicized life
in the Executive Mansion. The Trumans did find a higher degree
of privacy in Independence, 1,050 miles away from their busy
official duties in Washington, D.C. 1In Missouri, the local
press, in particular, Sue Gentry of the (Independence}
Examiner, respected the First Family's privacy at their home
and was largely content to report the Trumans' arrivals and
departures. Concentrated press coverage came only when the
President was in residence. With Secret Service agents
policing the grounds, the press was kept at bay, observing the
President's home from vantage points in the adjacent

neighborhood.

The Trumans, in particular Bess Wallace Truman, cherished
and guarded their privacy. It was a family decision not to
allow the press to photograph the interior of their home during

the presidential years.l®
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The only physical structural changes to the property
during the presidential years, other than those at Government
expense (See Secret Service section), were thé addition of the
flagpole and the rear porch construction. In April 1950, the
rear porch was refloored and extended to the east six
additional feet. The porch was also enclosed with screens. 20

A local carpenter, William E. "Bill" Gragg, did the work21 (See

"Rear Porch" section at the end of this chapter).

Other than the placement of the Trumans' furniture from
their Washington apartment into the existing decor of the
Wallace house in June 1945, few interior changes occurred
during the presidential period. One notable exception involved
the painting of the kitchen and pantry green by Margaret Truman
during the summer of 1948.22 rhis activity by the President's
daughter, coupled with the earlier beautification of the
grounds and structural exterior, prompted the statement on the
back of postcards of the Summer White House which read, "The
house has fourteen rooms and has been completely remodeled and
redecorated to meet the requirements of the President and his
family." Sending one of the postcards to her father in the

summer of 1949, Margaret recalled:

Beside that bit of baloney I wrote: "And I know
who did it! Mel"™ (That was a tribute to a recent
cutburst of energy on mg part which involved
painting the kitchen.)?
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apparently, other than the painting of the kitchen, the home's

interior had not been significantly altered,?4

The kitchen project was a major undertaking and the
subject of correspondence exchanged between the White House and
219 North Delaware. ©On July 25, 1948, Margaret wrote her
father, "Mother and I have been painting like mad and have
finished the china closet. It 1s a pretty shade of green, but
oh my! the work."22 Three days later, the President wrote,
"You seem to have been slaving away at your paint job and your
garden. I am hoping to see an excellent result in each
instance., I shall expect to be able to pick a nice bouquet
from the garden when I come home Sunday and I shall hope to be
able to see myself in those slick pantry wallst"20  The effort
involved covering the dark brown woodwork with green paint, a
color the family liked and kept in the room to the present
day.27 On August 22, Margaret informed her father, "I have
finished 3/4 of the kitchen with the second coat and it looks

good. I'll finish it tomorrow afternoon I hope.“28

On May 15, 1949, green marble-style inlaid linoleum was
placed on the floors in the kitchen, pantry, and hallway
leading to the dining room. Two "bad places“.in the floor were
patched before the lincleum was laid, cemented over the felt-

covered floorboards. Seventy feet of new quarterboard was also
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installed.?29

Another presidential-era interior change involved new
carpeting. On June 1, 1948, Bess Truman bought a 12 by 7-yard
carpet with padding.30 On June 30, 1949, the First Lady bought
66 square yards of carpet and padding as well as "8 additional
yards for stairs and landing.“31 A third purchase of carpeting
on March 25, 1950, was 73 3/4 yards. The 12 by l7-yard carpet

bought in 1948 was returned at this time,32

On August 31, 1951, a blue Spruce lavatory was purchased

for the second floor bathroom.33

The Trumans spent every Christmas at the Summer White
House except in 1947 and 1952 when they remained in Washington.
Family tradition dictated that the home be decorated with
wreaths and holly, and that a large Christmas tree covered with
lights be placed in the center of the front bay window. An

Australian journalist reported in 1949:

As Christmas approaches, the old house is
decorated from cellar to attic, By the time the
President's special train from Washington pulls
into the railroad station in Independence,
everything is in readiness. There is a big holly
wreath of waxy green leaves and vivid red berries
on the front door, wreaths are in the windows,
mantels are banked with evergreens, a sprig of
mistletoe is tied on a chandelier, and tall red
candles are placed in the candlesticks.
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A tapering evergreen tree--which may be a
spruce, cedar, or fir whose topmost branches brush
the ceiling--sits in the bay window of the
downstairs living room., 1Its glittering ornaments
and twinkling multicolored electric lights may be
seen throughout the holidays by passers-by in the
street, Margaret Truman usually decorates the tree
herself. She always includes among the ornaments a
little silver bell and a miniature red-and-white
Santa_Claus which were on her first Christmas
tree.

The tradition of the President lighting thé National
Christmas Tree on the south lawn of the White House continued
during the Truman presidency. From his first floor study in
the Summer White House, President Truman used the same
gold-plated telegraph key every year since 1945 to light the
huge tree3d (See Figure 20)., At the same time, the President's
annual‘Christmas greeting, which had been pre-recorded, was
broadcast to the nation.3® The 1951 event included a brief
informal press conference in his study, the only time such an
event took place inside the home during his presidency.
Referring to an impending United Steelworkers of America strike
for New Year's Day, President Truman promised to use "all the

laws in the books" to keep the mills operating.37

The house at 219 North Delaware, more than at any other
time during the Truman presidency, was the focus of national

attention on the night of the 1948 presidential election.
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FIGURE 20
Truman Library Photo Archives, 67-7795

Lighting the National Christmas Tree from the Summer White
House

December 24, 1951

President Truman uses the gold-plated telegraph key to
light the National Community Christmas Tree in Washington D.C.,
from his library at 219 North Delaware. Note the glass-

enclosed bookcase and the room's striped wallpaper pattern.
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Ironically, President Truman was not even there, having slipped
. away to nearby Excelsior Springs, Missouri, to spendrthe night
at the Elms Hotel. Crowds of people and the national press
corps surrounded the house hoping for a glimpse of the
President or to wifness his anticipated defeat. The lights
remained on throughout the night in the house as Mrs. Truman
and Margaret listened to the election returns. The crowd
ocutside sang songs such as "The Missouri Waltz" and "I'm Just
Wild About Harry" and began to surge impatiently onto the lawn.
Margaret Truman, at one point, came out onto the front porch
and announced to the people that her father was not there. The
action succeeded for the crowd obeyed the Secret Service and

stayed off the grounds.38

The most historically significant event to occur while
Harry Truman was in residence at 219 North Delaware during the
presidential period was the Korean Crisis of 1950. Reading in
the library on the evening of June 24, 1950, President Truman
was interrupted by his daughter with an urgent call from
Secretary of State Dean Acheson.3? Acheson informed the
President that ground forces of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea had invaded the territory of the Republic of
Korea. A clear test of the Truman policy of containing the
spread of world communism, U.S. military assistance for South

Korea was imminent. As the Cold War crisis loomed, traffic
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passing the Truman home became so heavy that Independence
policemen were stationed at the corner of North Delaware and
Truman Road to direct the traffic. The volume of cars slowly
passing the Summer White House was estimated at 25 per minute.
Truman cut short his vacation and left Kansas City's Municipal
Airport at 2:10 p.m., Sunday, June 25, bound for the White

'House and consultations with his top advisers.40

United States Secret Service

Secret Service protection for the Truman family began on
April 12, 1945, when Harry S Truman became President of the
United States.4l Two Secret Service agents were assigned
permanent duty stations in Independence to guard the home

during the eight-year Truman presidency.42

No records from the presidential period (1945-1953)
survive to tell the full story of the Secret Service's
involvement at 219 North Delaware.?> From press and archival

sources, however, a general picture can be seen.

The Secret Service proposed several changes to the
property to facilitate its job of protecting the First Family.

The dense shrubbery encompassing the house was soon trimmed
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away to reduce a potential intruder's hiding places.44 The

west end of the barn was converted into a temporary command

post for the two permanent agents and additional operatives who

arrived with the President when he came home to Independence.

The agency also requested the War Department to have the Army

Corps of Engineers construct a fence and security booth on the

grounds.

How to fund the work and avoid "the possibility of

unfavorable newspaper comment" were problems. According to an

October 8,

1945, memorandum to General Harry H. Vaughan,

Military Aide to the President:

The principal bar to the construction of the fence

and booth by the War Department is that the
property is privately owned and does not belong to
the government. The War Department does not have
an appropriation of funds which could be properly
used for this purpose.

The informal concensus [sic] of opinion seems to
be that, if the Secret Service believes that this
construction is necessary in the fulfillment of its
mission of protecting the President, the Treasury
Department should provide the funds for the work
which, in any event, would have to be done under
contract.

Security Booth

The small guardhouse/security booth was built in the

backyard to the immediate west of the barn in late 1945 (No

photographs from the Truman Library reveal the booth very
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clearly; See Figure 21). The estimated cost of the structure

was $1200.46

When the President became a private citizen on January 20,
1953, the government-paid utilities for the security booth were
turned off., Although an electric eye installed in the yard as
an added security measure still signaled a "warning in the

little guardhouse," the structure stood virtually useless,47

The Trumans considered the booth "an intrusion™ on their

property since the day it was built.48 Margaret Truman

recalled:

[We] didn't like it at all.... It was Jjust a
little tiny box of a house that had a bathroom in it
and a room where one or two men could sit at night.
That was all we had. We didn't have a big, big
detachment.... I suppose he [President Truman] had

fifteen men around him.
In 1955, Bess Truman told a journalist of her dislike for the

small building: ™"She'd like to get rid of it, but thus far has

not found anyone willing to cart it off,"30

In 1962, the security booth was finally hauled away by
painter/carpenter Robert Sanders and his son, Jerry. They took
the building to the Bob Sharp farm on State Line Road in Kansas

City. Sharp was a friend of the Trumans who wanted the booth
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FIGURE 21
Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-3706
Back Porch with View of Security Booth

1953
Former President Truman sits on the back porch reading
newspapers. Note the furnishings and the rooftop of the Secret

Service security booth adjacent to the barn.

Source: From the album, Mr. Citizen.
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for an outbuilding. The booth was placed in a low-lying area
where the elements guickly deteriorated it. It has long since

been destroyed.Sl

Wrought Iron Picket Fence

While the Trumans agreed to the construction of the
security booth in 1945, they rejected the fence or "any further

work on the property.“52

The annual summer parade of tourists passing by to see the
home of the First Family made Independence officials and
merchants happy, but caused the Secret Service many headaches.
The eve of the 1948 presidential election provided a good
argument why the property should be sectioned-off from the
public by a security fence. At one point, a large crowd of
neighbors, curiosity-seekers, and the national press corps
standing vigil around the property surged onto the lawn. The
physical security of the house and its occupants was in danger.
To calm and dissipate the impatient crowd, Margaret Truman came
out on the front po;ch and announced that her father was not

home. The Examiner reported:

Secret Servicemen were getting worried because
the crowd was gradually closing in on the house.
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They asked everyone to step back, and when the
President's daughter went into the house, the crowd
gradually dispersed from the lawn.>3

The following summer, record numbers of tourists paraded
past the home.>4 The onslaught was too much for the small
permanent Secret Service detail to handle. As a result of the
increased number of tourists, it became clear that not only was
the First Family endangered, but the physical integrity of the
home and grounds was threatened, also. ULocal resident Henry P.
Chiles stated that the tourists "got to pulling weather
boarding off and everything.... Why they'd pull the leaves off
the trees and just anything for a souvenir from the Truman

home. They were tearing it up....">2

During a White House meeting, it was former President
Herbert Hoover who persuaded Harry Truman to follow his example

and erect a fence around his home. Margaret Truman recalled:

"May I give you a word of advice?" Mr. Hoover said
that. He said, "Is your house in Independence well
protected?" And Dad said, "Well, there are two or
three Secret Service men out there," [Hoover]
said, "No, no... how about the yard?" And Dad
said, "No." And (Hoover] said, "May I insist that
you put up a fence before the American public walks
off with your house?.... They did with mine in
Palo Alto. They walked up to it and cut hunks out
of it with a penknife until I put a fence around
it." So, Mr, Hoover was responsible for the fence
and the Secret Service was most grateful....5
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Reversing his initial decision, the President égreed to
the installation of a wrought iron fence in the fall of 1949 at
a cost to the Federal Government of $5,400. He also approved
the installation by the military of an anti-intrusion alarm

system57 (See Figure 22).

Workmen began digging the postholes and setting the posts
in mid-October 1949, 1In a response to his cousin Nellie

Noland's letter of October 24, the President wrote:

I am glad to hear that we are making some
progress with the fence. It is quite a reflection
on the American public when the President of the
U.S.A. has to fence 'em out to keep them from
carrying off the house bit by bit.

You know I've lived in Jackson Co. and
Independence off and on for nigh on to 65 years and
the last time I was home it took two secret service
men and four policemen to get me to my own front
door. Then I lost a couple of buttons and a
handkerchief! Have I become so much of a _curiosity
by becoming the President--under protest?

By late November, work on the fence neared an end. On

November 23, 1949, the Examiner reported:

Prefabricated sections of picket fencing has
[sic] been placed around the lawn of the Summer
White House this week by workmen. The posts have
been drilled and laid for some time but the actual
assemblage of the fencing was delayed by the steel
situation. The fence is 5 feet in height and must
be joined in sections.
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FIGURE 22

Truman Library Photo Archives, 62-382

The Summer White House Before the Fence

1949

This winter scene captures the entirety of the 1867 and
1885 structures. Taken shortly before the wrought iron picket
fence was erected in November 1949, note the "No Parking”" sign

and the flagpole in the extreme left of the photograph.

Source: Kansas City Star
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The fencing procedure became necessary to
protect the lawn and property at the Summer White
House. One of President Truman's frequent visits
brings out scores of citizens who flock for a
glimpse of the chief executive and in doing so
stray upon the premises.59

Near the end of his term, President Truman announced he
planned to retain the high iron fence. Truman cited the
souvenir hunters who almost tore former President Hoover's
house down as his reason.®0 Truman later admitted that it was

on the advice of former President Hoover that he was convinced

to erect the fence.61

The iron fence never completely encompassed the property,
leaving the east end open to give easy access to the two
Wallace brothers' properties. The opening between the two
garages was never enclosed as it was sometimes used by the
family to gain access to and depart from the property. The
warning sign in the alley stating "Private Drive" was placed
there by the Independence Police Department after Mr. Truman

became President.62

Maintenance of the fence was the responsibility of the
Federal Government. The General Services Administration (GSA),
through the Truman Library, paid to have it painted on two

separate occasions.®3 Locks are featured on the main gates
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opening onto Truman Road and three pedestrian gates. The main
pedestrian gate leading to the front entrance on North Delaware.
Street can be opened by pressing a switch in the vestibule.

This lock was bfokep on January 31, 1977, and Qas secured
temporarily with a Citadel padlock. It was repaired by the

Secret Service two months 1ater.64

Painting the Exterior

During the renovation of the exterior of 219 North
Delaware into the Summer White House in the spring of 1945, the
home was bathed in white to match the Executive Mansion in
Washington, D.C. While photographic evidence proves the house
was once gray with dark (black) trim, there is some evidence to
suggest that the frantic painting in 1945 may have been the
first time the home was painted a bright white. A caption from

a May‘21, 1945, Kansas City Star photograph stated that

"neighbors of the Harry S. Truman home at 219 North Delaware

street in Independence today were satisfied the house

will be white [emphasis added] this summer, for painters got to

work this morning.“65 The photograph (See Figure 18) reveals a
stark contrast between the former worn gray and the new bright

white paint.
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While most individuals interviewed could not remember the
house as any different color before 1945, nearly all agreed
that if the color were indeed changed, the previous color was

probably a light gray or of f-white.®®

In the spring of 1945, a five-man crew supervised by Bob
Snyder of Independence spent nearly seven weeks painting the
exterior. During this time they had "literally 'poured' the
paint on," using nearly one hundred gallons of white paint.
Kentucky green paint was used on the trim at the windows and
doors. The white latticed rose arbor was also given a fresh

coat of paint and its rose vines were rearranged on the

pergola.67

Four years later the Summer White House was painted again,
but by only one man. The painter in the spring of 1349 was
John H. Moler. Beset with many labor disputes during his
administration, the President came under attack from painters
unions when it was learned that Moler did not belong to a
union. The head of local Painters District Council No. 3 of
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers of
America wrote a letter to the White House protesting the
employment of Moler. Hired by Mrs. Truman at no cost to the
Federal Government, Moler was employed because of his skills as

a painter regardless of his union or nonunion membership. The
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letter apprarently was never answered. %8

Rear Porches

Photographs from as early as 1930 reveal that the rear
(east) porch was covered and extended the entire length of the
east and south sides of the 1867 structure (See Figures 23,
24, and 25). A series of Sanborn fire insurance maps beginning
in 1907, however, show the south side of the rear porch was
first built sometime between 1907 and 1916 (See Sanborn maps in
Appendix)}. Construction probably took place when the first

floor bathroom was built (1907-1910).

In 1950, the President had the rear (east) porch
refloored, extended on brick tiers to the east six_feet, and
screened-in. The Independence carpenter who was paid by the
Trumans to extend and screen the porch was William E. "Bill"
Gragg. Gragg remembers that he did the work at the same time
the Trumans moved out of the Executive Mansion into Blair_
House, January 1949.%9 1t is more likely, however, that the
work was done in the spring of 1950, while the Trumans were
still living in Blair House. First, a number of photographs
taken by George P. Wallace on June 5, 1950, focus speéifically

on the screened porch. Taken from every angle, collectively
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FIGURE 23
Truman Library Photo Archives, 82-321-3

Margaret Truman and Historic Rear Porch (1)

Circa 1930

Margaret Truman, ade six, stands in the Wallace backyard.
Behind her is the 1867 wing and rear porches. Note the

ballustrade and latticework.

Source: Negative taken from the Truman home, 1982.
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FIGURE 24
Truman Library Phbto Archives, 82—321f4
Margaret Truman aﬁd Historic Rear Porch (2)
Circa 1930
Margaret Truman, age six, stands in the Wallace backyard.
With the 1867 wing in the background, the appearance of the

historic rear porch is evident.

Source: Negative taken from the Truman Home, 1982.
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FIGURE 25

Truman Library Photo Archives, 83-88-4

0ld Porch and Pergola

Circa 1940

Vegetation nearly obscures the rear porch (pre-1950
extension and screened enclosure). The rose arbor/pergola

appears at the right.
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the photographs suggest that the porch was a novelty. Second,
a press article discussing expenditures at the Truman home
reported that the construction on the back porch was done in
april 1950.70 Third, the President's daughter agreed that the
work would not have been done in the winter, but more likely in
April 195071 (See Unaccessioned Photographs--Figures 26--and

Figure 27).

The ceiling fan, an integral and seemingly original
compeonent of the rear porch, was a gift to the President from
family friends, the Brantons and Shaws, following Mr. Truman's
appendix and gall bladder operation in June 1954, Instead of
sending flowers like countless other individuals, they decided
that a better gift would be a ceiling fan to help circulate the
summer.air. (The President 4id not believe in air condition-
ing). The fan was one of three purchased from a drugstore in
North Kansas City. Antiques that had previously beeh
reconditioned, the fan was one of three which hung from 15-foot
pipes in the store.’? fThe fan was most likely installed in

July 1954 when the President returned home to recuperate,

The rear porch was Bess Truman's favorite place in her
home. She and her husband spent countless hours relaxing and

reading there. Her Tuesday Bridge Club frequently met there
3

during good weathe_r.7 According to one person who recalls the
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FIGURES 26

Truman Library Photo Archives, Unaccessioned Photographs.
[Note: These are among a collection of photographs and
other materials which have not been cleared by Mrs.
Margaret Truman Daniel for official release to the

public].

Rear Porch Enclosure and Pergola

June 5, 1950

These photographs reveal the new rear porch extension and
enclosure from various angles, the porch furniture and the

adjacent rose arbor.

Source: George P. Wallace, photographer.
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FIGURE 27
Truman Library Photo Archives, 67-388
1950 view Looking Southeast

May 2, 1950

Taken from an album showing improvements around the
Independence Square area, the photograph shows the November
1949 fence and April 1950 rear porch extension in place.
Placement of telephone poles and variaus signs in the

neighborhood are also apparent.

Source: Albert Schoenbreg, photographer.
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house from the turn of the century to the present, the rear

porch was always "shaded by grapevines.“74

Transforming the Gates-Wallace House Into the 'Summer White
House', 1945

InRoosevelt's Death,™ Life (April 23, 1945), p. 19,
Mid-Continent Public Library, North Branch, Independence.

2vTruman Sworn In In The White House; He Becomes 33rd
President," Life (April 23, 1945), pp. 28-9, Mid Continent
Public Library, North Branch, Independence.

31bid., p. 28.

4vpresidential Home Town Abode To Get Some External
Repairs," Examiner (May 3, 1945), p. 1, Mid-Continent Public
Library, North Branch, Independence, Mo.

StNew 'Hyde Park' of the West," Examiner (April 13,

1945), p. 4, Mid-Continent Public Library, North Branch,
Independence, Mo.
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Repairs,” Examiner {(May 3, 1945), p. 1, Mid-Continent Public
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Mo., June 30, 1983,
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the First Family on April 13, 1945. They called the house "The
Gates Victorian Mansion." See Bess Furman, "Trumans Give Up
5-Room Residence," New York Times (April 14, 1945), p. 1,
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File, HSTL.
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Public Library, North Branch, Independence, Mo.

llgye Gentry, Interview, Independence, Mo., June 22,
1983.
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Flagpole
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File, HSTL.
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in honor of the presidential homecoming.
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The Summer White House During the Truman Presidency, 1945-1953
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frequently sailed on the presidential yacht, $.S, Williamsburg.

18nijghts Go On For Yule Season In the Truman Family
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30pycker's (Independence square) to Mrs. Harry Truman,
June 1, 1948, receipt, HSTL. The bill was $215.83.

3lipid., June 30, 1949. The bill was §746.20.
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35npresident Ends Christmas Visit," Examiner (December
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37npresident Back To Work After A Restful Day," Examiner
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United States Secret Service
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CHAPTER TEN

TRANSITION FROM WASHINGTON

Madge Gates Wallace Dies in the White House, 1952

The Homecoming: Retirement at 219 North Delaware

Madge Wallace's Estate: The Trumans Purchase 219 North
Delaware, July 1953



Madge Gates Wallace Dies in the White House, 1952

Fof nearly a decade, Mrs. Madge Wallace lived with the
Trumans in Washington--in apartments, Blair House,'and the
White House--and at her own home in Independence. Bess Truman
insisted on the arrangement, even when her brothers Frank and
George offered to have their aging mother live with them. The
First Lady would not hear of it, stating, "It's a daﬁghter‘s

duty to look after her mother."l

The President's mother-in-law was a proud woman who
insisted upon paying her own way. In August 1946, Bess Truman
forwarded to her husband a $40 check from Mrs. Wallace which
Mrs, Wallace insisted should go toward the grocery bill at the

Summer White House. Harry Truman responded:

Wish your mother wouldn't insist on assuming
these bills., She should sit back and let us do the
worrying as she didn't in days gone by. 1I'd like
her to feel she hasn't a financial worry in the
world as long as I have a job and I want my mother
to feel the same way. Don't tell her, but I'll
invest her payment of the grocery bill in the game
of chance, which I anticipate on the Williamsburg
beginning Friday.

Almost a month before the Truman administration became
history, Madge Gates Wallace, age 90, died. She lingered for

two weeks after suffering a stroke which progressed into
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pneumonia. She died at 11:35 a.m., December 5, 1952, in her
White House bedroom. With her at her death were the President
and Mrs, Truman, and the family physician, Dr. Wallace H.
Graham.3 On December 7, the First Family flew back to
Independence for the funeral. The service, held at 3 p.m.,
December 8, was private and was held at 219 North Delaware.?
According to her wishes, Madge Wallace's casket was placed in
the parlor/music room and an Episcopal minister lead the
service., After the funeral, the body was taken to Woodlawn

Cemetery for internment in the Gates family plot.?>

State functions in the White House were cancelled during
the month-~long family mourning period for Mrs. Wallace.
Christmas of 1952, the last during the Truman presidency and
the first without Mrs. Wallace, was not spent at the
Independence family home as was customary, but in the White
House. Only once before, 1947, had the Trumans ;emained at the
White House for Christmas, always preferring to go to their own

home in Missouri.®

The Homecoming: Retirement at 219 North Delaware

Harry S and Bess Wallace Truman left Washington, D.C.,

immediately following the inauguration of Dwight D. Eisenhower
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on January 20, 1953. The former President and his wife were
bound for théir.ﬁome in Independence and a well-deserved rest
from the rigors of public service. The Trumans, private
citizens once again and without Secret Service protection,
boarded a train en route for their native Missouri. ‘Aiong its
westbound route, the train passed through cities and towns
alike where crowds of people had gathered to greet and cheer
the former First Family. On the evening of January 22, 1953,
the train pulled into the Independence depot of the Missouri
Pacific Railroad. The sight which awaited the couple later
made Bess Truman admit that maybe all the years of public

service had indeed been worth it.

Approximately 10,000 people turned out to applaud Harry
and Bess Truman and welcome. them home to Independence. An
estimated 8,500 people jammed the vicinity of the railroad
depot, and 1,500 more surrounded 219 North Delaware paralyzing
the neighborhood for a six-block radius. Twelve Independence
police officers were stationed in front of the Truman home as
the couple emerged from their automobile, posed for
photographs, and made their way up the walk and through the

front doors. Harry and Bess Truman had come home to stay.7
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Madge Wallace's Estate: The Trumans Purchase 219 North
Delaware, 1953

Unlike her parents, Madge Gates Wallace died intestate.
Frank Gates Wallace, her ocldest son, financial adviser, and
conductor of the family's interests in the Waggoner-Gates
Milling Company, was appointed administrator of the estate.
Madge Wallace's four children, Bess Truman, Frank G. Wallace,
George P. Wallace, and David "Fred" Wallace, agreed to divide
their mother's estate equally between them. There never was a
question of who among the four would receive the Gates-Wallace
mansion. The three Wallace brothers had their own established
homes and 219 North Delaware, the Summer White House, had been
the home of Bess Wallace Truman for nearly half a century. The

house would go to her .8 Margaret Truman recalled:

...my grandmother died without leaving a will so
the whole family had agreed that Mother and Dad
should live here. This should be their house. But
they insisted on buying, assuming that everybody
had a quarter share, and paying everyboedy what a

quarter share was worth. That they would own it
free and clear.?

The first and largest of four financial claims filed
against Madge Wallace's estate was by Harry S Truman. He asked
the probate court for the payment of $9,373.64 to cover the
cost of labor and material for unspecified repairs to the

residence at 219 North Delaware. The period the repairs
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covered was from August 8, 1945, to November 28, 1950,10
According to Truman's lawyer, Rufus Burrus, the claim covered
the cost of the 1950 rear porch extension, roof repairs, and

interior repairs.l1

The probate court allowed the Truman claim on March 20,
1953, On March.28, it approved another request by estate
administrator, Frank G. Wallace. Wallace declared that since
the estate was unable to pay its creditors without converting
some of its assets into cash, Mrs, Madge Wallace's_Waggoner—
Gates Milling Company stocks should be sold. The court agreed
and two certificates were sold to the Waggoner family for

$23,531.25.12

The remaining three claims filed against the estate also
involved the Gates~Wallace house. On April 22, 1953, John S.
Hurst filed a claim for $625 for "repairs to the property
caused by windstorm."™ Similarly, on June 16, the Earl Hawkins
Roofing Company filed claim for $239.60 for "repairs to roof
caused by windstorm." The final claim on July 8 by the Western
Adjustment and Inspection Company asked for $864.60 "covering

damage caused by windstorm,"13

There is no indication when the windstorm occurred or when

the above stated repairs were accomplished. The total sum of
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repairs conducted at 219 North Delaware filed against the

estate of Madge Gates Wallace was §$11,102,.84.

The process for transferring ownership of 219 North
Delaware to Harry and Bess Truman began and was completed in
July 1953, Possibly because the Trumans wanted to speed the
legal process or avoid certain tax requirements, the heirs of
Madge Wallace deeded the property to Frank G. Wallace, oldest
son and estate administrator, on July 17, 1953.14 Eight days
later, on July 25, 1953, Frank G. Wallace and Natalie 0.
Wallace, his wife, in turn deeded the property at 219 North

Delaware to

Harry S. Truman and Elizabeth (Bess)} Truman,
husband and wife, as an estate by the entirety with
right of survivorship... in the consideration of
the sum of ONE {EI.OO) DOLLAR and other wvaluable
considerations.

According to family lawyer Rufus Burrus, the couple wanted the

property placed in both their names in order for it to revert

automatically to the surviving partnerls‘(See Figure 28).

The appraised price for the property was revealed on
February 8, 1954, when the final settlement of the estate was
filed in prbbate court, The value of the real.estate, not
including "household effects and other chattels," was appraised

atr $25,000.17 Bess Truman's share of the property, therefore,
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came to $6,250. To purchase the remaining three-~fourths
interests in the house, Harry and Bess Truman paid at least

$18,750.

On May 10, 1954, the probate court approved the final

settlement. The financial breakdown was as follows:

Name ' Relationship Financial Settlement
Elizabeth (Bess) Truman Daughter Bonds $4,000.00
Cash 4,385.90
Frank G. Wallace Son Bonds 4,000.00
Cash 4,385.90
George P. Wallace Son Bonds 4,000.00
Cash 4,385.90
David Frederick Wallace Son Bonds 4,000.00

Cash 4,385,90

Total : $33,543.6018

With the one-fourth interest in 219 North Delaware, each heir

received a total of $14,635.90 from their mother's estate,

Madge Gates Wallace Dies In the White House, 1952

lRobert Underhill, The Truman Persuasions (Ames: Iowa
State University Press, 198l1), p. 44.

2Robert Ferrell, Dear Bess (New York: W.W. Norton and

Company, 1983), p. 530. The letter from the White House was
dated August 12, 194s6.

3vMrs. Wallace Is Dead," Kansas City Star (December 5,
1952), p. 1, White House Scrapbooks, HSTL.
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4vMrs. Wallace's Rites Simple," Examiner (December 8,
1952), p. 1, Mid-Continent Public Library, North Branch,
Independence, Mo.

SCockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 40.

baustin Stevens, "President Carves At Family Dinner,"
New York Times (December 25, 1952), White House Scrapbooks,
HSTL. '

The Homecoming: Retirement at 219 North Delaware

Tugome To Cheers," Kansas City Times (January 22, 1953),
p. 1, folder-Truman, Harry S Jan.-March 1953, Research Room
Vertical File, HSTL. Margaret had established her own
residence in New York and did not accompany her parents on this
trip home.

Madge Wallace's Estate: The Trumans Purchase 219 North
Delaware, July 1953

8Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983,

9Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 42.

10Receipt for Claim, Harry S Truman to Administrator
Frank G. Wallace, undated, No. 9784, Estate of Madge Gates
Wallace, Office of the Probate Court of Jackson County,
Independence, Mo.

llCol. Rufus Burrus, Interview, Independence, Mo., July
22, 1983,

12“Application For Authority To Sell Shares of Stock In
Waggoner-Gates Milling Company," Frank G. Wallace,
Administrator, filed March 28, 1953, No. 9784, Estate of Madge
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Independence, Mo,

135emi-Annual Settlement, Frank G. Wallace,
Administrator, September 30, 1953, No. 9784, Estate of Madge
Gates Wallace, Office of the Probate Court of Jackson County,
Independence, Mo.

l4Missouri Warranty Deed, George P. and Mary S. Wallace,
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David Frederick and Christine M. Wallace, and Elizabeth (Bess)
and Harry S Truman, to Frank G. Wallace, July 17, 1953, Land
Book 1034, Page 627, No. 609417, Office of Deeds, Jackson
County Courthouse, Independence, Mo.

15Missouri Warranty Deed, Frank G. and Natalie O.
Wallace to Harry S and Elizabeth (Bess) Truman, July 25, 1983,
Land Book 1034, Page 631, No. 609418, Office of Deeds, Jackson
County Courthouse, Independence, Mo.

16col. Rufus Burrus, Interview, Independence, Mo., July
22, 1983,

17Report of Appraiser, February 8, 1954, No. 9784,
Estate of Madge Gates Wallace, Office of the Probate Court of
Jackson County, Independence, Mo.

18Finding and Order Discharging Administrator, Final
Settlement Approved, May 10, 1954, Frank Wallace, Administra-
tor, to the Jackson County Probate Court, No. 9784, Estate of
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County, Independence, Mo.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

"MODERNIZATION" :

MADGE WALLACE'S HOUSE BECOMES THE TRUMANS' HOME

* Modernization, 1953

* Interior Decorating: Robert Nickell, Painter and
Wallpaperer

* Carpentry by C.BE. Anderson
-—-BOOKSHELVES
--REMODELING THE ATTIC
-~SHORING-UP THE MAIN FLOOR
—~REMODELING THE BASEMENT
--MISCELLANEQUS REPAIRS

--THE REJECTED DRIVEWAY JOB, 1956



Modernization, 1953

Until December 1952, Madge Wallace was the mistress of 219
North Delaware and changes and improvements could only be
approved through her. Not many changes took place during the
presidential period when the house stood empty more than
two-thirds of each year. Because the home belonged to Mrs.
Wallace, the Trumans refrained from making any substantial
changes because Madge Wallace was "a woman who didn't like

things to change much,"

Beginning in late January 1953, the Trumané, principally
Mrs. Bess Truman, were faced with the task of fitting their own
personal possessionsg and furniture into the existing decor.
They kept some things and threw others out.?2 ‘They also began a
long series of needed repairs. Mr. Truman wrote about this

process, which the family called "modernizing," in Mrx, Citizen:

Sometimes it pops and cracks as it keeps settling,
and we have had to prop it up with steel beams.
...We have a large back yard and a front lawn, and
the green reminds us of the farm. Two years after
our return from Washington {sic], we made necessary
repairs to the interior of the house and did some
modernizing.3

Bess Truman did not make changes without first consulting

her husband. According to Margaret Truman, the former
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President,

agreed with everything she wanted done. ‘I mean,
when, when she wanted to put down wall-to-wall
carpeting, he agreed that was a good idea; when she
wanted to change the upholstery on a chair or a
sofa, why, she would ask him, she wouldn't just do
it. And he would agree with her usually. Hardly
ever disagreed with her if you must know. But my
mother had very good taste and I don't think Dad
wanted to disagree with her.?

Interior Decorating: Robert Nickell, Painter and Wallpaperer

Only six days after the Trumans returned to Independence
on January 21, 1953, they began the process of "modernizing"
and renovating the Gates/Wallace house into their own
retirement home., By the end of 1952, every room on the first
and second floors had already been wallpapered, and some of the
wood baseboards on the second floor had been painted. Mrs.
Truman took charge of the interior decorating. She wanted each
room of the old home redone to suit her own tastes. Therefore,
the wallpaper patterns and paint colors were changed to meet

the approval of the home's new mistress, Bess Wallace Truman.

Some immediate alterations which were accomplished around
the time of the Trumans' homecoming involved establishing
separate upstairs dressing rooms. The President put his

personal possessions in the small, north bedroom while Bess
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Truman used her daughter's childhood room for her dressing
room, The volume of clothing which they had accumulated over
18 years in Washington had to be fitted into a house which had
scant closet storage space. While storage space was
constructed in the attic in 1954, the single closet in Mrs.
Truman's new dressing room was immediately supplemented by

closets topped with cabinets against the room's east wall,>

Wall-to-wall carpeting throughout the first floor, ex-
cluding the kitchen, was also installed. 1Individual Persian or
orientél rugs and some carpeting installed during the presiden-
tial era had previously blanketed the wooden floors. The car-
petingrwhich had covered the central hall was removed in favor

of the gray, tight-looped, residential carpeting seen today.6

Mrs. Truman did not have to look far to find an interior
decorator. Robert "Bob"‘Nickell, an Independence painter and
wallpaperer, had previously done similar jobs for May and
Natalie Wallace, Mrs. Truman's sisters-in-law. They

recommended Nickell be given the job.

Nickell was indeed given the job to redecorate the home's
interior in stages over the next twenty years, from 1953 to
1973, He worked in every room on the first floor except the

living room and all but the bathroom on the second. An account
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of Nickell's work was obtained from a number of five-year
diaries in which he regularly recorded the dates and hours
spent on each job. .0f all the rooms in which he worked, only
the kitchen was repapered more than once. It was done three
times (1954, 1963, and 1971). Except for the kitchen, once a
room was painted and/or papered by Nickell, however, it stayed

the same up to the present day.7

Nickell began working at 219 North Delaware on January 27,
1953, in the storage room above the kitchen, Madge Wallace's
former sitting room. In five days, the o0ld wallpaper was
steamed off, the woodwork repainted, and new paper hung. On
February 3 through 5, he repainted the woodwork in the large,

front (west) bedroom.8 He did not wallpaper it, recalling,

This was the only room that I did not paper.... I
painted the trim only. I really did not like to
paint the trim in that room because those wide
baseboards were walnut. But someone had already
painted it, so I had to repaint it. There was a
very heavy bed in that room. I well remember that
it was hard for one person to move.

On April 28, 1953, Nickell painted the interior of the reatr

porches, and, on May 2, he painted the porch floor.

Mr. Truman's first floor library was transformed into its
present appearance from June 4 to 8, 1953. Nickell "had to

take the shelves to the basement and give them three coats of
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paint. While they were drying I painted the walls and trim of

the study."10

For two weeks in 1954, from March 8 through 19, Nickell
decorated the kitchen and pantry in light green. According to
Nickell, “I had to remove the old paper, patch the cracks,
paint all the cabinets two coats andlpaper the walls. 1 also

painted the pantry and it is pretty 1arge."1l

In April 1954, Nickell worked in Madge Wallace's former
first floor bedroom and bathroom painting and wallpapering.

The work was designed to transform the room into a guest

bedroom. -2

The next project was Margaret Truman's northwest corner

bedroom. In 1946, it was described by New York Magazine:

.-+.Margaret's second-floor bedroom is bright and
modern. The floor is white, the hooked rugs
scattered over it are cheerful., The blue

wallpaper's pattern is dainty, a sprig of a
flower.1l3

From November 22 through 29, 1954, Nickell used paint and
wallpaper personally approved by Margaret Truman to redecorate

her bedroom.l4 Collier's reported in 1955:

...nNer pleasant second floor bedroom... has a new,
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personally chosen color scheme: mauve pink cotton
carpet to match the ceiling, soft blue woodwork to
match the flowered wallpaper.

On November 30 through December 6, 1954, the Trumans'
bedroom was painted and papered.16 The selection of the blue
color scheme most likely prompted the selection of the present
blue porcelain washbasin to replace the former white marble

sink.

The first floor parlor/music room was transformed into its
present appearanée from February 27 to March 8, 1956. The old
vertical striped wallpaper was removed in favor of the present

paper pattern.17

Four years later, Nickell returned to work for the
Trumans., From April 14 through 19, 1960, he painted and wall-

papered the childhood bedroom of Margaret Truman, 18

A pictorial essay on the Trumans in an August 1944 issue
of Life revealed that the "dining room has maroon wallpaper."19
This color scheme was changed in 1960 when Nickell renovated

the room with the assistance of a friend, Bob Dyer. From

August 29 through September 3, 1960, Nickell and Dyer

...removed the old paper, patched all the cracks,
and sanded and sized the walls., We hung felt paper
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on the ceiling. Felt paper is real heavy and is 36
inches wide. We used it on plaster that had a
tendency to crack. We butt[ed] the edges and gave
it two coats of interior latex paint. Then we hung
the paper on the walls,20

In 1963, Nickell again papered the Trumans' kitchen and
pantry, but did not do any painting. He worked alone on May 16
and 17, 1963, but was joined by Bob Dyer on May 20.21 rhe
kitchen was again redone in 1971. While his wife usually took
the initiative on the interior decoration of the home, this
marked an occasion when the former President's opinion was
sought. On Saturday, November 13,‘1971, Nickell went to the
house with wallpaper sample books to show the couple. Mrs.
Truman sent Nickell into the library where Mr. Truman was
reading in order for her husband to select the new wallpaper
pattern. The red and white pattern presently seen in the
kitchen is what he chose. Mrs. Truman then selected the shade
of green for the trim. Nickell began painting the pantry and
trim on November 17, and completed the papering on November 23,

1971. He was paid $271.09 for the joh.22

Carpentry by C.E. Anderson: BOQKSHELVES

Charles E. Anderson was another local craftsman who was

recommended to the Trumans. An accomplished carpenter, C.E.
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Anderson signed the first contract with Harry S Truman on
February 9, 1954, to construct bookshelves in the President's
first floor study. Since January 1953, the room was filled
with boxes of books which Mr. Truman could not easily get into
to find a particular volume, He needed plenty of bookshelves
to accommodate his personal library. The contract with
Anderson was for $505.56 and, as with all successive
agreements, included materials and 1abor.. Electrical and

heating work were not covered by this contract. 23

The bookshelves extended from the floor to the ceiling and
covered the east and south walls, and a portion of the west
wall. The President requested that the shelves be made from
pine which would soon after be painted by Robert Nickell. For
the planks to hold the weight of tﬁe books, Anderson planned to
use vertical grain pine. The local lumber company ordered a
railroad boxcar 16ad of clear, white pine and Anderson sorted
through the shipment selecting the best planks for his project.
Mr. Truman came down to the lumberyard and personally thanked

the lumbervard owners for their assistance.??

REMODELING THE ATTIC

Anderson completed the bookshelves in time to begin
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another projéct on a much larger scale, remodeling the attic.
The Trumans had the attic packed full of trunks and boxes of
their belongings from Washington on top of items dating to the
Gates occupancy. Gifts from heads of state, which are now on
display at the Truman Library, were stored there, including a
large Persian rug from the Government of Iran and crates of the

silver tableware from the U.S.S. Missouri. The priceless

treasures were at the mercy of the dusty, drafty, and damp
environment of the attic. The Trumans wanted a "dust tight and
more secure” place to store their possessions. They were
afraid another fire might destroy the treasures if nothing were

done.

The contract for remodeling the attic was signed by Mr.
Truman on March 1, 1954, for a sum of $2,967.20. It ihcluded

all material and labor, and outlined a six-phase approach.

The first phase was the application of one-by four-inch
furring strips from the attic floor up to the ceiling rafters.
This was in preparation to phase two which was the installation
of 5/16-inch "Arrowhead" insulation board to cover the rafters,
and to enclose the stairwell entrance to the attic. The insu-

lation board had a special fire retardant effect because "they
[the Trumans] were concerned about fire." The white insulation

board considerably lightened the attic area and covered the
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rafters which were charred black by an earlier fire.25

Phase three involved nailing down the old wooden
floorboards and applying one-eighth inch thick Masonite

Temprtile [brand trademark] flooring throughout the attic.

The installation of closet storage space was phase four.
Three separate closets with sliding doors were constructed, two
along the north wall and one along the east wall., The closets
were designed to hold loose-hanging clothes or clothiqg bags

Wwith storage areas above and below.

Steps leading from the lower to upper attic floor. level
was phase five, while the last phase included enclosing the

south chimney with cement asbestos board.

Most of the construction material was brought in through
the west attic dormer window. To strengthen the roof before it
was enclosed by insulation board, one-by four-inch timbers were
installed to act as brace reinforcements. Work was completed

and the final payment was received on April 12, 1954, 26

Before work on the March 1 contract was completed, another
was signed on April 5, 1954. This agreement with Mr. Truman

involved removing the rotted, double-sash dormer windows and
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replacing them with 30-by 77-inch louvered windows with
translucent glass., Fiberglass screens were also added to these

windows. - This contract, which was paid in full on April 12,

was for $262.84.27

Repair work on the colored glass attic windows was also
discussed at this time. The rare 40-pound weight metal
flashing in the windows is the original flashing from 1885.
Because of other priorities, the work was not done to reétore

the windows.28

Yet another contract for minor repairs in the attic and in
various other rooms was dated April 9, 1954, Temprtile floor-
ing was applied to the attic stair landing and storage shelves
were built. A library window was replaced and new screens were
installed there. One Kitchenmaid cabinet was installed in the
kitchen. Minor repairs on the interior kitchen stairs leading
from the second floor were also done. Another project involved
renovating the second floor bathroom and patching the existing
plastic floor tile. The total sum of this agreement was

$539.64, and was paid in full on April 15, 1954.29

A new agreement dated October 22, 1954, provided for
"purchase and installation of storm doors and windows on the

house and the hand rail for the attic." Cost for the project
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came to $339.59. Four storm sashes were installed on the
windows of the library and parlor, and two in the living room.
Two combination storm doors measuring 2 1/2 x 8 x 6 1/2 feet
with aluminum screen inserts were installed on the front

entrance 4doors.

Under the October 1954 contract, a five-foot birch
handrail was fastened with two wall brackets atop the attic
stairs.39 The need for a handrail was recognized following an
accident in the home which occurred several months earlier. .On
May 3, 1954, George P, Wallace was helping his brother-in-law
carry a heavy liquor service chest up to the attic. Under the
supervision of Mrs. Truman, the President went first up the
steep, narrow steps with George Wallace taking up the rear.
Nearing the top of the steps, the big chest slipped from the
President's grip and crashed down the stairs, chasing George
Wallace to the bottom where it pinned his legs against the
wall. Wallace was taken to the hospital where it was found

that he had suffered a fracture above the left ankle.3l

SHORING-UP THE MAIN FLOOR

One of the chief provisions of a contract with Anderson

signed November 24, 1954, involved supporting the floors in the
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parlor, living room, and dining room. The work was most
noticeably required in the parlor due to the heavy weight of
Margaret Truman's piano which had made the floor sag. Two
steel column jacks were placed at the front corners of the
hearth and a six-inch steel beam ran the length of the floor

joist span. A cement support beam was placed in the foundation

wall.

The same procedure was done for the living and dining
rooms, with the furnace ductwork from the hall and kitchen

moved to avoid the support beam.

Reinforcement was also required in the furnace area where
the foundation wall opens to permit the exit of heating ducts.
An adjustable steel column jack was placed between the ducts

and rested upon a concrete footing dug below the floor level, 32

REMODELING THE BASEMENT

Additional provisions of the November 24, 1954, contract
involved major alterations to the basement to "make the utility
room better and more preéentable.“ The o0ld ceiling material
was removed and "Nu-Wood Ceiling Tile" [brand trademark] was

installed in the area under the kitchen which served as a
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utility/washroom. This area extends 26 feet west from the
inside of the east foundation wall. The basement stairway was
removed and a new staircase was installed using the old

railing.

The 0ld cement floor in the utility area was also
excavated. Originally, this area was elevated four inches from
the remainder of the basement. To permit increased headroom
and repair the plumbing, the floor had to be removed. &an
additional four inches was excavated for the base of the new
concrete floor. Before it was poured, a plumber installed new
drainage pipes and the lead pipe which carried oil from the oil
storage tank to the furnace was removed. The new foﬁr~inch
thick floor was then poured by Independence contractor T.G.
Wasem, and finished by trowels to a smooth finish. Two bases

were built to held a washing machine and a deep freezer,>3

Crumbled stucco from the outside foundation walls was
patched or replaced and cracks were filled with cement grout.
On the inside walls, all loose plaster was removed in the
utility area and redone as was the area in the stairwell, All
loose paint in the area was scraped free, whitewashed, and

finished with two coats of white waterproof cement paint.34
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MISCELLANEOUS REPAIRS

Other minor repair work under the November 24, 1954,
contract included the installation of a bronze weather strip
around the east kitchen door and a fourth louvered attic window

was installed. The price tag for the contract totalled

$4,520,67.35

A supplemental contract was negotiated and signed on
January 8, 1955. It provided for extra materials and labor
incurred on projects under the previous contract as well as new
additional repairs. A new drainage plumbing trench was dug and
the floor tiling repaired. A new lock and minor repair work
was also accomplished on the rear basement door. A masonite
floor was placed in the closet of Margaret Truman's northwest
bedroom as well as new weatherstripping on the windows and sash
cords., <Cracks in the wooden fireplace mantels Qere glued and

the hearth areas cleaned. Tiles around the hearth were also

repléced or relaid.3®

This is the most likely time when the pictorial tile
sequence around the fireplace hearth in the parlor/music room
was repaired. Anderson recalled that one key tile was broken
on the left side of the hearth. Local tile experts were

consulted, but most were unable to handle the intricate job of
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mending the pictorial tile. After many inquiries, one local
tile craftsman from Italy was found. He came to the house and
repaired the tile by glueing it, holding the tile in a clamp,
touching it up with paint, and then reglazing it with a small
torch.37 The tile sequence is original as is the one in the
living room where the green floor tiles had also been broken.
In the later room, the shade of green tile could not be found.
Bess Truman decided that a row of black tiles be installed to

replace the broken tiles.38

Extensive rescreening was done in April and May 1955, in
preparation for work by the painters. Cost for the work came
to $375.09, mostly for various sizes of aluminum screen wire.3?

The work was completed before the filming of the "Person To

Person" television interview later in the month.

A minor contract on October 22, 1955, provided for the

hanging of support rods for draperies in the "South bedr00m,"40

while a March 9, 1955, agreement was to repair - the garage/barn
floors and "clean out"™ bird nests on the house.4l Work Ander-
son accomplished in 1956 included installing the weathervane on

the garage, repairing the basement door, 42

43

repairing the
weathervane, and replacing a broken glass louver in an attic

Window.44
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Anderson's last contract with the Trumans came on December
5, 1956, for the removal of the washer base in the basement,
repair of two windows, weatherstripping two doors, and

repairing the latch on the two front entrance doors.4>

Sometime during his work period at the Truman home from
1953 to 1956, Anderson removed 18 plinths from tﬁe tops of
window and doors inside the large, front (west) bedroom. He
did this at the request of Mrs. Truman who felt that the
plinths were too cumbersome to wallpaper around, and also

because it complemented her "modernization” project.46

THE REJECTED DRIVEWAY JOB, 1956

In the spring of 1956, Mr. Truman was looking for a
contractor to rebuild the driveway leading from Truman Road to
the barn. Since the days of the Gateses, the old driveway had
been nothing more than gravel spread over a layer of base rock.

Mr. Truman wanted a smooth, paved driveway to eliminate

potholes and dust.

In an effort to get the contract for the work, C.E.

Anderson got an estimate from a Kansas City concrete

contractor. Anderson and the contractor agreed that the job

201



should be done like a préfessional road project. They proposed
removing the base rock and relaying it on both the driveway and
alley. The alley would be l0-foot wide concrete from the barn
to the city sidewalk. With a wire mesh base, the concrete on
both the driveway and alley would be four inches thick. The
edges of the driveway would be eight inches thick with a
reinforcing rod. The degree of slént would divert water away
from the Wallace residences to the east and carry it down

Truman Road.

The estimate from the concrete contractor came to $4,000.
Because of the high cost, Mr. Truman did not accept Anderson's
bid. He chose a bid from a new Independénce contractor who
offered to do the job for less than a third of Anderson's bid.
The work, which was probably done in the summer of 1956,
resulted in regrading the gravel drive and paving the area with
two inches of asphalt. Although a concrete square was laid
before the barn, the asphalt drives have been redone a number

of times because of the substandard base of the roadbed.?7

Modernization, 1953

lsue Gentry, Interview, Independence, June 22, 1983.
21bid.

3Harry S Truman, Mr. Citizen (New York: Popular
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Library, 1960), p. 58. Note: This information came from the
1960 edition, not the first edition printed in 1953.

d4vsmithsonian World: Transcript of Margaret Truman's
Tour of the Truman Home in Independence, Missouri, and
Interview with David McCullough on November 19, 1983,"
typewritten transcript, p. 59.

Interior Decorating: Robert Nickell, Painter and Wallpaperer

SCockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 22.

61bid., pp. 14; 36.

7TRobert Nickell, Interview, Independence, Mo., June 29,
1983. Nickell said that no other wallpaperer ever worked at
the Truman home except when Robert Sanders hired a paperer to
do the second floor bathroom in the 1960s.

8Robert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1953-57, personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo.

9Robert Nickell to Ron Cockrell, letter, July 28, 1983,

10gobert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1953-57, personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo. Work for June 4-5,
and 8, 1953, recorded in the diary is not detailed to include
the scope of work.

A 1946 New York Magazine article described this room as
follows: "There is also a small modern room on the first
floor--a study just off one of the two big front parlors. 1It's
to this room, with its off-white rug and low blond furniture,
that Margaret sometimes retreats when the family is
entertaining guests in the front parlor and she can't get at
the piano there."™ See Bess Furman, "Margaret Truman, Career
Girl," New York Magazine (September 8, 1946}, p. 45,

folder-~Truman, Harry S July-Sept. 1946, Research Room Vertical
File, HSTL.

11Ibid., and, Robert Nickell to Ron Cockrell, letter,
July 28, 1983.

121pbig. Referring to the modernization effort, a
Collier's article in 1955 reported, "Her mother's downstairs
suite has been converted to a guest bedroom and bath, retaining
the Victorian theme in furnishings, flowered ivory wallpaper
and cheery draperies." ©See Helen Worden Erskine, "Truman In
Retirement,” Collier's (February 4, 1955) p. 21, folder-Truman,
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Harry S Jan.-March 1955, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

13gess Furman, "Margaret Truman, Career Girl," New York
Magazine (September 8, 1946), p. 45, folder-Truman, Harry S
July-Sept. 1946, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.l

l4robert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1953-57, personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo. Previous work for
October 15, 18-19, 1954, is listed, but the nature of the work
is not known. (Possibly Mr. Truman's dressing room?).

15Helen Worden Erskine, "Truman In Retirement,"
Collier's (February 4, 1955), p. 21, folder-Truman, Harry S
Jan.-March 1955, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

l16Robert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1953-57 personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo.; and, Robert
Nickell to Ron Cockrell, letter, July 28, 1983.

17a1though Nickell, from the perspective of 1983, stated
he believed the work for this time involved Mr. Truman's
library, it is more likely that it involved the parlor/music
room. First, C.E. Anderson stated that Nickell painted the new
bookshelves soon after they were erected--not three years
later. ©Second, the long time period scheduled for the work,
Plus steaming off the old wallpaper six hours, suggests a
larger room than the library was done. Third, as Nickell could
not account for when he worked on the parlor/music room, this
is the most likely time. According to the May 1955 "Person To
Person™ film, the room still showed its vertical striped
wallpaper. Thus, the current wallpaper could very well have
been put up in 1956.

18robert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1958-1962, personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo.; and, Robert
Nickell to Ron Cockrell, letter, July 28, 1983.

19%7ruman of Missouri: A Vice-Presidential Candidate
Comes Home To His Relatives and Friends in Independence," Life
{August 21, 1944), p. 77, folder-Truman, Harry S July-Sept.
1944, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

20Robert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1958-1962, personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo.; and, Robert
Nickell to Ron Cockrell, letter, July 28, 1983.

2lpobert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1963-67, personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo.; and, Robert
Nickell to Ron Cockrell, letter, July 28, 1983.
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22Robert Nickell, Five Year Diary 1968-1972, personal
papers of Robert Nickell, Independence, Mo. The check was
signed by both Harry and Bess Truman. Nickell kept the checks
from the last few jobs he did at the home and has them mounted

on a special plaque. Interview, June 29, 1983, Independence,
Mo .

Carpentry by C.E., Andersoh: BOQOKSHELVES

23Agreement, Charles E. Anderson, Contractor, and Harry
S Truman, Owner, February 9, 1954, personal papers of C.E.
Anderson, Holden, Mo.

24¢ ,E. Anderson, Interview at Harry S. Truman Library,
June 20, 1983.

REMODELING THE ATTIC

2SAgreement, C.E. Anderson, Contractor, and Harry S
Truman, Owner, March 1, 1954, personal papers of C.E. Anderson,
Holden, Mo.; and Interview at 219 North Delaware, June 20,
1983, Anderson said he and his fellow workers had to contend
with cleaning up some of the old fire debris as well as moving

the priceless treasures from place to place while working in
the attic.

261piq.

27Agreement, C.E. Anderson, Contractor, and Harry 8

Truman, Owner, April 5, 1954, personal papers of C.E. Anderson,
Holden, Mo.

28¢ K. Anderson, Interview at 219 North Delaware, June
20, 1983. Anderson said the windows and the flashing "appears
just as deteriorated now as it did in the Fifties."

29List of projects, time and materials, April 9, 1954,
C.E. Anderson to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman, personal papers of
C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.; and, Interview at 219 North
Delaware, June 20, 1983. The plastic tile floor in the
bathroom dated shortly before 1940, and Anderson had to patch
it because whoever originally installed it, "did a poor job."
The present ceramic tile and carpeting was done after
Anderson's work there in the 1950s.

30Agreement, C.E. Anderson and H.S5. Truman, October 22,
1954, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.

205



3lwprymans Find Getting Ready For Vacation Is
Troublesome,” Examiner (May 4, 1954), p. 1, Mid-Continent _
Public Library, North Branch, Independence. Mrs. wallace said
her husband's leg never did regain 1ts proper size and that he
limped for the rest of his life.

SHORING-UP THE MAIN FLOOR

.32Agreement, C.E. Anderson, Contractor, and Harry S
Truman, Owner, November 24, 1954, personal papers of C.E.
Anderson, Holden, Mo.

REMODELING THE BASEMENT

33Ibid., Statement receipt, T.G. Wasem, Contractor, to
C.E. Anderson, December 13, 1954, personal papers of C.E.
Anderson, Holden, Mo. Cost for pouring and finishing the
concrete floor was $90.00. One ton of Mason Sand, two and
one~-third cubic yards of regular sand, and 4.8 tons of rock
were used to lay the base of the floor. See statement receipt,
N.C. Rumble Sand and Material Company, Independence, Mo., to
C.E. Anderson, December 31, 1954, personal papers of C.E.
Anderson, Holden, Mo.

341pid. A plasterer and a laborer were hired to wall-in
the basement stairwell and repoint the exterior foundation.
They worked a total of 26 hours at a cost of $189.25. See
Statement receipt, E. Brown and Sons Lathing and Plastering,
Independence, Mo., to C.E. Anderson, January 3, 1955, personal
. papers of C.E, Anderson, Holden, Mo.

MISCELLANEQUS REPAIRS

351big. Clearview Louver Window Corporation of Kansas
City supplied the 30 by 74 1/2-inch louver window and screen
units for the attic. The fourth unit, delivered and installed
for $68.07, on November 20, was also installed for $10. It was
shipped from Dallas. See Statement receipt, Clearview Louver
Window Corporation, November 8, 1954, to C.E. Anderson,
Builder, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.

36Agreement, C.E. Anderson to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman,
January B, 1955, personal papers of C.E. Anderscn; and,
Statement receipt, Slater Tile and Mantel Company, Kansas City,
to C.E. Anderson, January 8, 1955. For repairing two mantels
and hearths, the bill was $161.11.

206



37charles E. Anderson, Interview at 219 North Delaware,
June 20, 1983.

38cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 43.

39Agreement, C.E. Anderson to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman,
May 6, 1955, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo. An
invoice from Bunting Hardware Company in Independence dated May
4, 1955, shows the following purchases: 8 feet of 24 inch
wire, 14 feet of 28 inch wire, and 6 feet of 42 inch wire. An
invoice dated April 21, 1955, shows the following purchases:

11 feet of 30 inch wire, 33 feet of 36 inch wire, and 66 feet
of 42 inch wire,

40Agreement, C.E. Anderson to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman,
October 2, 1955, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.
The amount for this work was $2.50.

4lpgreement, C.E. Anderson to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman,
March 9, 1954, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.
The amount for this work was $§32.50 )

42pgreement, C.E. Anderdon to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman,
January 9, 1956, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.
The amount for this work was $5.25.

43Agreement, C.E. Anderson to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman,
April 30, 1956, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.
The amount for the work was $19.50, which included a "cover
folding screen, move and replace a pew in church for the
wedding" of Margaret Truman Daniel.

441bid. The amount for the work was $S.30.

45agreement, C.E. Anderson to Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Truman,
December 5, 1956, personal papers of C.E. Anderson, Holden, Mo.
The amount for the work was $66.90.

46Charles E. Anderson, Interview at 219 North Delaware,
June 20, 1983. Anderson saved the 18 plinths and presented
them to the National Park Service on this date.

THE REJECTED DRIVEWAY JOB, 1956

47charles E. Anderson, Interview at 219 North Delaware,
June 20, 1983. Anderson said that Truman "took the lower bid
because of the price." See also, Free Estimate, Braden and
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Evans, Concrete Contracting, Kansas City, for Charles E.
Anderson, April 21, 1956, personal papers of C.E. Anderson,

Holden, Mo.
.According to Margaret Truman, the bricks lining the

gravel driveway were removed when it was paved. See Cockrell,
"Oral History Interview with Margaret Truman," p. 25.
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Activities, Events, and Changes, 1953-1955

Harry and Bess Truman quickly settled into a normal,
routine life much like the way they lived before they were both
catapulted to the pinnacle of national politics. A common
sight in Independence during the 1950s and early 19605 was that
of Harry Truman performing his daily early morning
constitutional up and down the sidewalks of the surrounding
neighborhood. An early riser, the former President awoke
around 6:00 every morning. He would leave his wife still
sleeping in their bedroom, walk through the passageway into his
daughter's childhood room, and then into the small, north
bedroom. It was this room that the President used to dress,
and where, in later years, he would sometimes sleep on the
low-lying, twin bed. Before leaving the house for his walk,
Mr. Truman would take a stick with a nail in the bottom and
patrol the grounds picking up litter. Returning from his walk,
he would read the morning paper, write, and wait until

breakfast at 8:00.l

Even though Bess Truman ran the household, Harry Truman
helped her whenever he was home from his office at the Federal
Reserve building in Kansas City. He had his own share of daily
"chores." One of the chores the former President never wanted
to do, but that his wife coaxed him to do, was to mow the lawn.

An incident was one of Harry Truman's favorite stories:
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There was one chore she did ask me to do, which
I wanted to get out of doing. That was to mow the
lawn. I think she did this mainly to tease me a
little. She takes great pride in the yard and puts
in many hours tending the rose garden. We do call
in outside help to tend to the grounds and trees
and cutting of the grass. But one weekend Mrs.
Truman said that I had done nothing about the lawn.
So I waited till Sunday morning, just as our
neighbors were beginning to pass on their way to
church, and I took out the lawn mower and started
to cut the grass., Mrs. Truman, preparing to leave
for church, was horrified to see me cutting the

lawn.

"What are you doing on Sunday?" she asked.

"I'm doing what you asked me to do," I replied.

Meanwhile the neighbors continued to pass by the
house. Their glances were not lost on Mrs. Truman.
She never asked me to mow the lawn again.

Leﬁters and gifts to the couple came in a never-ending
stream. Two years after thelr homecoming, Bess Truman was
reported still "occupied with fitting the mementoes and
possessions acquired in Washington into the Victorian decor and
family heirlooms. Gifts still flow in; Some are kept, others
not,,.."> Bess Truman also resumed regular meetings of her
Tuesday Bridge Club which usually met on the home's rear porch.
The group of neighborhood ladies met once every other Tuesday
to play bridge. This was the only regular entertaining

conducted at the home for the couple went out "fairly often"

for social engagements4 {(For period photographs, see Figures

29, 30, and 31).
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FIGURE 29

Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-~3727

1953 Retirement (1)

Mr. Truman sitting in the living room reading The

Legislative Struggle. Note the Persian rug, original fabric on

the chair which is now covered, and wallpaper patterns.

Source: From the album, Mr. Citizen.
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FIGURE 30

Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-3728

1953 Retirement (2)

Harry S Truman plays his daughter's piano, which during

the presidential years appeared in the White House, in the

parlor/music room of the former Summer White House.

Source: From the album, Mr. Citizen.
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bb-3 743? The only time |'ve played the piano since coming home was
one night in June when it was too hot to do anything else.




FIGURE 31

Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-~3729

1953 Retirement (3)

Harry and Bess Truman read in the living room. Note the

Persian rug and uncovered sofa and chair.

Source: From the album, Mr. Citizen,

[See also Figure 21 for the same period photograph of the back
porch].
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We do a lot of reading nights, just the two of us, 1I'm interested most in history,
bt Mrs, Truman likes a good mystery. Our lights are usually off by 11 o'clock.



Home for less than six months, the Trumans left for
Washington to visit with old friends. Typical of their
low-key, average lifestyle, the couple made the trip in their
own car. The large black sedan pulled out of the driveway at
219 North Delaware at 7 a.m,, June 19, 1953, with the former
President behind the wheel. They scheduled three days in which
to make the trip. The couple caused such a commotion along the
way, especially at the hotels, they never made such a trip

again.5

This public adulation never abated; it was a fact with
which the Trumans lived and which intensified their own need
for privacy. Even at their beloved 219 North Delaware, their
actions were observed. In the summer of 1954, for example,
Bess Truman had a garden umbrella, table, and chairs assembled
in the backyard. One afternoon she sat there to read, but so
many tourists gathered at the fence to stare at her that she

quickly retreated into the house.®

Serious illness first interrupted the tranquillity of
retirement in June 1954 when the 70-year-old President suffered
a severe gall bladder and appendicitis attack. Mr. Truman
returned home from the hospital following major surgery on July

9. An air conditioner was the gift from Mrs. Truman to keep
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her husband from suffering in the hot Missouri summer. It was
installed in the first floor guest bedroom where Harry Truman

took up temporary quarters during his recuperation.7

During his hospital stay, Harry S Truman approved the City
0of Independence's proposal to locate his presidential library
in Slover Park, less than a mile from his home.3 ‘In a July 22,
1954, informal ceremony on the home's screened-in rear porch,
the President accepted a check from the president of the
Independence Chamber of Commerce, one of the first donations
for the construction of the Harry S. Truman Library and

Museum. 3

The reception following the groundbreaking for the Truman
Library was held at 219 North Delaware on May 8, 1955,
President Truman's 71st birthday. The Truman family hosted the
combination groundbreaking-birthday dinner for nearly 150
out-of-town dignitaries. As the guests entered through the
front door, Bess Truman stood in the vestibule to greet them
with Harry Truman immediately inside the foyer. Margaret
Truman stood in the middle of the central hallway directing the

quests to the dining room by way of the parlor/music room and

library.

The country ham, smoked turkey, and hot biscuit dinner was
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served on the 1a;ge dining room table.which was "covered with a
lace cloth and centered with an arrangement of yellow
snapdragons, yellow gladioli, and carnations." The meal was
prepared with additional hired help by the Truman's cook, Miss
Vietta Garr, in the Truman kitchen. Mother and daughter worked
unpretentiously refilling trays and glasses for the
distinguished guests who were all seated in tables and chairs

on the rear lawn.lo

"Person To Person”: The Nation Sees The Trumans' Home, 1955

Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) television cameras
converged on 219 North Delaware on May 27, 1955, to present
Edward R. Murrow's "Person To Person" interview shbw. From CBS
studios in New York, Margaret Truman acted as guest host and
interviewer for Murrow who was on assignment for CBS News in
London. The focus was on Harry and Bess Truman in retirement.
Broadcast live from the home, the segment marked the first time
the 30-minute program's producers devoted their entire program
to one family home, and the first time ever that "such a
telecast had been conducted in the home of a president or a
former president."ll It also marked the first time that

television cameras were permitted inside the Truman home.
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Television crews arrived several days in advance of the
telecast. Nearly 40 CBS technicians, four cameras, and two
tons of other equipment were allowed onto the property. Two
large micro-wave transmitter cones were elevated to the tops of
telephone poles adjacent to the home on Truman Road capable of
transmitting 500-watt beams to the Southwestern Bell Telephone
Company building in downtown Kansas City. Half of the carriage

house/barn was converted into a control center.

The entire first floor, with the exception of the bedroom,
was flooded with television lights. Physical changes to the
home to accommodate the filming included moving some of the

furniture, The Examiner reported:

...furniture was cleared from some of the rooms to
give the television lens a wide focus. The "spare"
furniture was shoved into the downstairs guest
bedroom, Mrs. Truman said.l2

The residence had undergone "much housecleaning and furbishing"
before the broadcast. Mrs. Truman and her maid/cook, Vietta
Garr, did "a little grumbling... about the complexity of wires
and equipment" strewn throﬁghout the house and the cigarette

ashes on the floors.13

According to the couples' wishes, the interview began with

the Trumans sitting on the rear porch where normally "they sit
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and chat with old friends in the spring, summer and fall,."14

The conversation between daughter and parents ranged from the
weather to politics to baseball. The cameras proceeded from
the rear porch to the kitchen where Vietta Garr was baking
brownies. Then they shifted back to the porch from where the
Trumans walked to the side porch entering the dining room, past
the stairway and into the living room. There they sat on the
couch in front of the colored glass bay windows. From there
they proceeded to the music room and sat on the settee against
the north wall. Margaret Truman pointed out a painting by Sir
Winston Churchill done at Marrakech and an original from
Grandma Moses hanging over the piano. Mr. Truman played part
of Paderewski's "Minuet" before the couple walked into the
library. Margaret noted that her father's work table was gone
to which Mrs. Truman responded, "We had to have some room in
here today." While in the library, the icon from the Mosque of
St. Sophia given to the President by tﬁe Queen of Romania was
featured. The icon was propped up on the stereo/phonograph

against the bookshelves.

From the 1955 view of the interior of the Truman home
compared to its present appearance, there are no startling
changes. It reflects most of the "modernization" or
improvements which had begun in 1953. Over the span of 28

years, the furnishings and interior decoration have remained
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nearly the same. (See Figures 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, and

38).

Activities, Events, and Changes, 1956-1970

A second large reception was held at the Truman home
following the April 21, 1956, wedding of Mary Margaret Truman
and E. Clifton Daniel, Jr. The wedding took place at the
Trinity Episcopal Church in Independence where ﬁarry and Bess
Truman.wére married 37 years before, Invited guests were given
the run of the house as wedding gifts were displayed on the

beds in the second floor bedroomsi® (See Figure 39).

June 1957, saw Harry and Bess Truman become grandparents
when the first of their four grandsons was born. A nursery
corner was arranged in the second floor master bedroom which

stood ready anytime the Daniel family came to visit,l7

A third and final reception was held at the Truman home on
July 6, 1957, following the dedication of the Harry S. Truman
Library. The dinner was the same as that which was served at
the 1954 groundbreaking reception. The house was decorated
with red roses, and pink roses served as the centerpiece on the

dining room table. Among the 400 selected guests for the
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"Person To Person" with Edward R. Murrow (Guest Host, Miss Mary
Margaret Truman). Photographs from the May 27, 1955,
television film.

Truman Library Photo Archives, reel to reel film

FIGURE 32: Rear {east) screened porch.?

FIGURE 33: Cook Vietta Garr in the kitchen.*

FIGURE 34: Dining room.*

FIGURE 35: Living room (Truman Library, 64-1053),.

FIGURE 36: First floor central hall.?*

FIGURE 37: Parlor/music room.*

FIGURE 38: Library (Truman Library, 64-1050).

[*Note: The poor guality of this early television film has
resnlted in the unfocused photographic prints].
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FIGURE 39

Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-1628

Margaret Truman's Wedding Day

April 21, 1956

The curious gather outside the Truman home on the day of
Margaret Truman Daniel's wedding. Note the screen doors at the

front entrance and the presence of the television antenna

braced by the chimney.

Source: Bert Landfried, photographer.
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dedication and reception were former President Herbert Hoover,
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, Chief Justice Earl Warren, Speaker of
the House Sam Rayburn, Senate Majority'Leader Lyndon Baines
Johnson, Senate Minority Leader William F. Knowland, Dean
Acheson, W. Averell Harriman, and Missouri Senator Stuart

Symington.18

By 1956, a television antenna was. installed on the roof of
the Truman home to improve reception on a black-and-white
television set, a gift from their daughter who alsorgave them
the color TV presently seen in the music room. Harry Truman,
however, rarely watched television, not only because "it hurt
his eyes," but because he preferred to read books and
newspapers to keep abreast of current events. The former
President did watch special broadcasts like presidential
speeches and news conferences. Bess Truman enjoyed watching
baseball games and was an avid fan of the Kansas City
Athletics. After the death of her husband, Mrs. Truman spent

much more of her time watching Tv.12

Only during this retirement period did the Trumans realize
financial stability. Harry Truman had never been a wealtﬁy
man. His salary as County Judge, Senator ($10,000 a year).,
Vice President, and President was never really sufficient to

care for his family, participate in the political process, and
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fulfill all his engagements as a public servant.  In the early
1940s, the Truman farm in Grandview had to be sold because of a
mortgagerforeCIOSure. The sale of publishing rights to his

memoirs, Year of Decisions (1955) and Years of Trial and Hope

(1956) finally provided the couple financial stability. Truman
had devoted his own time and money raising funds to build the
Truman Library. Out of his own pocket, he maintained a
clerical staff of three to handle his voluminous corre-
spondence. Coupled with repairs and renovations on their home,
the Trumans, while living comfortably, were by no means
"wealthy." Indeed, economizing on their modernization project
was a priority for Harry and Bess Truman.29 A Federal pension
for the former President began on August 28, 1958, when
legislation granting former presidents an annual pension of
$75,000, was approved. Two-thirds of the sum was targeted for
clerical help while $25,000 was paid directly to Mr. Truman

from the U.S. Treasury.21

In the early 1960s, Harry Truman worked with film director
Merle Miller taping 141 interviews concerning his presidency
and government in general. For a day, the film crew was
allowed inside 219 North Delaware--only the second time this
had been permitted--to film the Trumans at home. Like the 1955
"Person To Person" interview, only the first floor was filmed.

So cumbersome was the volume of film that no network or public
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television organization ever aired the series,22 although a

portion was purchased by Screen Gems and some footage was

broadcast.

Serious illness struck the President again on October 13,
1964, following an accident at his home. Truman was in the
second floor bathroom whenkhe slipped on a mat and fell forward
on his right side. He.struck his chest againsf the bathtub,
fracturing two ribs. His eyeglasses were also broken in the
fall causing multiple contusions to his right eyebrow and
forehead. The eighty-year-old former President was discovered
unconscious on the bathroom floor by Mrs. Arletta Brown, a

maid, who called for an ambulance, 23

President Truman never regained his good health following
the accident. Trips to his office at the Truman Library became
rare as did his customary neighborhood walks. His health
further deteriorated as a result of a July 30, 1966, colitis
attack which confined him to his home. His recuperation was
slow. The couple stayed in Independence for two years without
leaving until March 16, 1967, when they vacationed two weeks in

Key West, Florida. Mrs. Truman remarked, "It's the longest I

have stayed home since 1934,"24

A major component of the President's health problems
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involved vertigo which kept him out of the public eye at 219
North Delaware. In mid 1967, he was reported in the press to
read a book each day while sitting in his overstuffed chair in
the small library room. His personal secretary, Miss Rose
Conway, came to the house each weekday morning for dictation of
correspondence. While Harry Truman had the afternoons free to
read and take catnaps, Bess Truman kept busy with household
chores and "weekly trips to the bookstore and public

library."2>

During this time period of ill health, the Trumans
remained very much interested in the community and especially
their immediate neighborhood. On September 19, 1967, a request
to the Independence City Planning Commission to rezone a tract
of land north of Truman Road and east of Delaware ffom
two-family residential and apartment residential to planned
apartment residential was blocked by angry property owners. A
petition signed by 32 neighborhood residents, including Hérry
and Bess Truman, denounced the rezoning proposal to build two
and three bedroom townhbuse apartments in their neighbdrhood.
Although some argued for a zoning change back to single-family'
residences, the group's attorney argued for maintaining the
integrity of the neighborhood because the Truman home would

someday be "a national shrine,"26
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In May 1968, a reporter analyzed the method that local
residents used to determine what the Trumans were doing; they

watched the lights shining through the windows:

The library at the Truman home is only dimly
lighted through its windows, and a light always
burns when the room is occupied.

Neighbors and passersby watch this light for a
clue to the former President's activities. The
light goes off about seven each evening, and

moments thereafter a light goes on in a bedroom on

the second floor, at the south side of the big old
house.

There Truman and his wife read, listen to the
music he loves, or perhaps watch television,
particularly documentaries.,

On October 11, 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson paid his
sixth visit during his presidency to 219 North Delaware,
Johnson and Truman were good friends, both personally as well
as politically. In tribute to Harry S Truman's role in helping
realize the birth of the United Nations, President Johnson
signed a bill designating October 24 an annual "U.N. Day" in
the United States. Johnson also signed a proclamation praising
Mr. Truman for his participation in helping create the
international organization. Johnson's 24-minute visit and
signing ceremony took place in the living room of 219 North

Delaware<8 (See Appendix for two declarations).,

One of Harry S Truman's last acts to commemorate the past
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was a 1970 meeting at his home with members of his adminis-
tration. April 12, 1970, marked the 25th anniversary of his
succession to the presidency. Kept brief in deference to
Truman's frail health, former Ambassador W. Averell Harriman,
Secretary of State Dean Acheson, Chief Justice Earl Warren,
Treasury Secretary John W. Snyder, and White House Counsel

Charles S. Murphy gathered to reminisce with the former

President.2?

On December 7, 1970, the Trumans purchased a Sears window
air conditioning unit. Minor roof repair was done at the same
time.39 A new air conditioner was purchased from a different
firm on July 22, 1972. The bill included "installl[ing] ahd

haul[ing] off old unit."31

(For period photographs, see Figures 40, 41, 42, 43, 44,

45, 46’ 47, and 480) 4

Gas Yard Lamp

The gas light which stands near the front gate entrance is
a relatively recent addition to the property. The lamp, which
illuminates the front (north) vyard, was viewed by the Trumans

as an added "safety precaution."32 The black old fashioned
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FIGURE 40

Truman Library Photo Archives, 68-670

Living Room Fireplace Detail

Circa 1968

Unidentified man with Harry S Truman in front of the

living room fireplace.
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FIGURE 41

Truman Library Photo Archives, 72-3488

Living Room Detail

July 6, 1968

Left to Right: Hérry S Truman, Laura Hare Truman, and

John Ross Truman (nephew) following their wedding.

Source: Noland Papers.
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FIGURE 42

Truman Library Photo Archives, 70-1288

Back Porch Decor

May 5, 1969

Mr., Hale with former President and Mrs. Harry S Truman on

the rear porch of their home. .
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FIGURE 43
Truman tibrary Photo Archives, 70-1244

Southeast Living Room Detail

May 8, 1969

Harry S and Bess Wallace Truman on the former President's

birthday.

Source: John A. (Jack) Smith, photographer.
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FIGURE 44
Truman Library Photo Axrchives, 70-1245

Southwest Living Room Detail

May 8, 1969

Mrs. Bess Wallace Truman sits in a chair amidst flowers

and a cake on her husband's birthday.

Source: John A, (Jack) Smith, photographer.
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FIGURE 45
Truman Library Photo Archives, 72-4048
Library Room Detail
December 3, 1971
Paul Burns, Chief of the Secret Service Truman Protective

Division, presents Harry S Truman with a new Secret Service

badge.
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FIGURES 46, 47, and 48

Truman Library Photo Archives, 71-857, 71-859, and 71-860

Truman Home From All Angles

December 1, 1970

These photographs were all taken by archivists at the
Truman Library on the same day after a visit to the house.

Figure 48 reveals the absence of the rose arbor/pergola.
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style‘gas lamp was presented.to the Trumans in 1964 by Hadco
Products, Incorporated, of Littlestown, Pennsylvania. Shipped
to the Truman Library, Independence Gas Service Company workmen

transported it to the residence and installed it free of charge

on June 24, 1964.33

Called the "Gettysburg," this style of gas light was
installed in the early 1960s in historic downtown Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, and at the nearby Dwight D. Eisenhower farm. The
Gettysburg is a replica of the mid-19th century handcrafted
fixtures indigenous to New England. Made of cast aluminum, the

light features solid brass accents.34

It was Bess Truman's decision to have the light installed.
The lamps were a popular fad in Independence in the early
1960s, and Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace had already had a gas

light installed on her property at 605 West Truman Road ,3>

The six-foot lamppost stands on a concrete base. The
trench for the gas line was dug to the northeast corner of the
property. Painter Robert Sanders recalls the-day the yard lamp
was installed. He remembers that Mrs., Truman, like a typical
housewife faved with escalating utility bills, complained once
she realized that the gas to operate the light would cost extra

each month. She expressed her dismay at having to pay the

257



increased gas bills.3®

Pergola

The rose arbor, or "pergola" as the family called it, was
built soon after 1924 to accent Mrs. Madge Wallace's rose
garden. The pergola never sported any of the grapevines which
enveloped the nearby rear porch with green, séedless grapes.
It did, however, have rose vines. The original pergola was
claimed by a windstorm before the presidential périod and was
rebuilt by order of Bess Truman. The reconstructed pergola was
the July 24, 1944, site of the open-yard reception following
Harry Truman's acceptance of the vice-presidential nomination.
This structure was also claimed by a severe storm. A second
reconstruction was not undertaken and the damaged pergola was
carried away. The date for the removal of the petgoia is

unknown, but it did come before 197037 {See Figure 49).

Sundial

A concrete stand in the north side yard next to Truman
Road, immediately north of the bird bath in the center of the

pergola, once accommodated a sundial.3® wWhen the National Park
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Service took possession of the property in December 1982, the
sundial itself was missing. Margaret Truman's book, Souvenir,

bears the sundial's inscription in its preface:

My Face Marks The Sunny Hours.
What Can You Say of Yours?39

Since Margaret Truman's early childhood, the sundial has
stood in this approximate position in the yard. 1t was
formerly in the center of four of Mrs. Madge Wallace's rose
beds which weie separated by grass walkways. Immediately prior
to World War II, the rose beds were covered by sod‘and the
sundial was moved for a short time when a badminton course was

set up for Margaret and her aunt and uncles to use.40

Robert Sanders Painting Company

In the early summer of 1953, a family-run painting
business was hired to paint the house. This same company
continued to paint and maintain the structure until Mrs.
Truman's death. The family company was run by Robert Sanders
of Independence. Sanders and his fellow painters paintéd the
house six times since 1953. Regular painting'took place every

five to six years and each time the job was done it took almost
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FIGURE 49

Truman Library Photo Archives, 84-6-2

Pergola

Date Unknown

This photograph was taken from a slide found in the Truman
home after Bess Truman's death. It is one of the few

photographs which reveal the pergola and back stairs.

Source: Color slide taken from the Truman home, 1982.
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30 days to complete. The last time the house was painted when

Mr., Truman was alive was in June 1969.41

Regular maintenance work was included in the agreement.
This maintenance usually consisted of.trips once or twice a
year to touch up areas which had begun to peel early and
washing down the walls of the front and side porches where dirt
accumulated and dulled the finish. Regular maintenance
activity was especially concentrated on the north and west
(front) facades which the passing tourists could readily see.
Robert Sanders and his employees took immense pride in their
work on the President's home and wanted it to appear at its
best at all times. With the failing health of Mrs. Truman
since 1973, no painting or maintenance retouching has been done

for the last four to five years,

The first time the painting company worked at 219 North
Delaware in 1953, Sanders signed a contract with Mr. Truman,
but thereafter the agreements were verbal, Sanders described
the condition of the exterior paint at that time as "in bad
shape." He used 84 gallons of primer and 84 gallons of regular
white Pittsburgh Paint. The barn was also primed and painted.
While the structure obviously needed some immediate repairs,
the Trumans could not afford them, but wanted it painted "to

look presentable.”
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Green enamel paint was again used as trim on the doors and
storm sashes. The color that Sanders used was called "Kentucky
green." According to Sanders, this color was long used on the
house, but from close examination of the trim areas, he

determined that the original color used was black and that the

original primer was yellow ocher.

The iron picket fence erected by the Secret Service in
November 1949, was also painted twice by Sanders. Because the
fence is the property of the Federal Government, the Trumans
did not pay Sanders to paint it, but rather the General

Services Administration did.4%2

Replacing the Roof

The.decorative slate roof which was installed on the 1885
Gates mansion had a long tradition of leaking. In the mid-
1930s, the 50-year-o0ld roof required extensive maintenance.
Local sheet metal workers repaired or replaced seétions of the
flat metal decking and relaid new felt underlayment. Damaged
guttering was also replaced at this time. The roofing

contractors dealt with Judge Truman, not the home's owner, Mrs.

Madge wWallace.43
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The slate roof was predominantly gray with a ribbon-1like
pattern of green slate decorating the bottom and top sections.
By mid-century, however, the green had long since been bleached
by the sun to a dull tan. The heavy slate, normally square in
shape, was clip-cornered and laid in colorful, decorétive
patterns. Other slate tile colors which adorned the roof were
red, black, and purple. Cut nails were used in the 1885

construction, not the customary copper variety.44

A contract to conduct regular maintenance to repair leaks
was held by the Hawkins Roofing Company from the presidential
period until 1962. Mrs. Truman usually led workmen from room
to room showing them where the water seepage had caused'damage
to the home's interior., In 1962, because the Trumans believed
the roofing company had been negligent in its contractual
obligations, they awarded a new roof maintenance contract to
the Western Roofing Company of Kansas City. The Trumans chose
the Western Roofing Company because of their trust in Tom
Manson, a former Hawkins salesman, and now president of his own

roofing company.

The general condition of the roof, even during the
presidential period, was "very deteriorated." Most of the

large slate tiles were cracked and broken from the many years
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of harsh weather and constant patching.45

In 1969, as a result of winter ice damage and a severe
July hail storm, the eighty-year-0ld slate was beyond repair.
Water damage to the interior ceilings and walls was extensive.
Al though the couple's homeowner's insurance coverage would pay
for a new roof and the inside repairs, Mrs. Truman, considering
her husband's frail health, stated that the repairs to the
inside of the house would involve "too much noise and mess."
She approved the installation of a new roof, but decided that
she did not want the inside work done. Some of the interior

water damage from this period is visible today.46

Tom Manson met with the Trumans in their home in mid-July
to discuss the options on replacing the old rocf. Manson
recommended that another slate roof be put on the house exactly
like the original. The shipment of slate, he explained, would
have to be ordered from the eastern United States and would
take approximately six weeks' delivery time. Manson recalls
how Bess Truman was "a real ramrod" to get things done right
away. He tried to convince her to replace the old roof with
new slate, but she was unwilling to wait six weeks for the

shipment, or "to be bothered with all the mess.”

Manson explained that asphalt shingles were an alternative
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solution to slate. Although the insurance company would pay
all costs, there was a considerable price difference between
slate and asphalt shingles. Slate was more expensive
especially with shipping costs. Slate was also a heavier load
for the old wooden rafters to bear. Mr. Truman, according to
Manson, was inclined to go along with his recommendation to
replace the old slate with a new slate covering to match the
original. The final decision, however, went to "the Boss";

Mrs. Truman chose to have an asphalt shingle roof installed.

The next decision made was what type of asphalt shingle to
use. Manson showed the couple samples of various types of
shingles available on the market. The Trumans were concerned
primarily with keeping the appearance of their house the same
as before. They wanted to match the color of the new roof as
closely as possible to the color of the o0ld gray slate. Manson
and the Trumans spent considerable time discussing how best to
match the color of the old slate and looked at many different
kinds and colors of shingles before they arrived at their final

choice,

The Trumans chose a new type of shingle on the market.
They selected a gray fiberglass-asphalt shingle with new
fire-retardant properties.47 The order for the re-roofing job

was signed on July 14, 196%, at a cost of $4,820.65, billed to
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the Commercial Union Insurance Company of Kansas City. The job

-~ was completed on September 11, 1969.48

Before the new shingles were put in place, minor repair
work was done on the flat metal roof decks. The felt
underlaymént,'rotted and missing in many places, was replaced.
During the removal of the old slate, the work crew left the
gate on Truman Road open one afternoon. In short order, about
40 tourists swarmed into the yard and were picking up the
souvenirs which littered the ground. Salvageable slate tiles
came only from the lower gables above the porches. Most all of
the tiles from the main roof were too badly broken to save.
Manson managed to salvage about 200 slate tiles, mounted them
on plaques, and distributed them to friends and clients as a

promotional technique.49

The house has never been provided with lighfning rod
protection. Upon seeing a picture of the Trumans' home in May
1949, an engineer for the New England Lightning Rod Company in
Vermont, wrote the President and offered to provide it. A
response fiom Charles G. Ross, Secretary to the Preéident,
stated that Mr. Truman was "not in the market .for lightning rod

equipment at this time.">0
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The Secret Service Returns

The Trumans were without Secret Service protection froﬁ
the moment Dwight D. Eisenhower was inaugurated President of
the United States on January 20, 1953. The Trumans faced no
serious threats, although the wrought iron picket fence was
retained to separate the house from the general public. 1In the
aftermath of the November 22, 1963, assassination of President
John F. Kennedy, however, Secret Service protection resumed for
the Trumans on December 16, 1965, when President Lyndon Johnson
signed Public Law 89-186. The law extended lifetime Secret
Service protection to former presidents, their widows, and
minor children. President Truman immediately announced "he
would accept the courtesy offered to him but that he had not
been bothered much in the past 13 years since he left the White

House.“l

Secret Service agents returned to Independence immediately
to gﬁard Harry and Bess Truman. When the operatives asked per-
mission to reestablish a command post or erect a guardhouse on
the grounds, Mrs. Truman refused.? Margaret Truman recalled,
",..they were told, "No!™ Not under any circumstances. They
were told by my mother that she would not have that in the

backyard, and that was it."3
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The Trumans did, however, allow some electronic
surveillance systems installed on the grounds "provided there
were no modifications of a substantial nature to either the

residence or surrounding property."4

The agents insisted that Mike Westwood, the Independence
policeman assigned by the mayor to protect the Trumans since
their return from Washington, be relieved of his duty at the
home. They refused to allow him to stay at the home with tne

Secret Service now in charge. Westwood recalled:

The Secret Service took complete charge and just
took over the house.... They started immediately
installing telephones and such, all of which...
annoyed Mr. Truman,
It was Mrs, Truman, however, who was vehemently against
the reintroduction of the Secret Service. She believed that
the protection was unnecessary and an infringement upon the

couple's cherished privacy. She wanted the Secret Service to

leave her and her husband alone.6

The former President reviewed the legislation. Within the
bill's provisions was a clause which left Secret Service

protection to the discretion of a former president. He ordered

the Secret Service out.
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Through the personal intervention of President Lyndon B.
Johnson, the Trumans were coaxed into permitting Secret Service
agents to be stationed at the Truman Library to protect

President Truman during his regular working hours there.7

The "Truman Protective Division" came into existence in
February 1966 with two agents assigned to the Truman Library.
In July, Mr. Truman requested temporary surveillance of his
residence following an incident with a former mentai patient,8
During these months of contact with the Truméns, the agents
gained their trust and confidence.? Surveillance of 219 North
Delaware was soon expanded to day duty. In May 1967, the
detail at the Truman Library was permanently established in an
office and able to offer 24-hour protection for the Trumans .10
By this time, permission to use the west side of the barn/

garage had again been granted.

In September 1967, a panic alarm system was installed at
the Truman Library and residence. Three small transmitters the
size of cigarette packs were given to the Trumans to place in
various rooms inside the house. A receiver was installed in
the barn and at the Truman Library security office. Whenever
the Trumans pushed the button on one of the transmitters, a
signal was sent to the two receivers which sounded a warbling

tone to alert the agents. The receiver at the Truman Library

276



was connected to the private line between the security office
and the Kansas City field office of the Secret Service. The
alarm system became operational at 4 p.m., September 9, 1967,
while the telephone monitor went on line at 9:30 a.m.,

September 11, 1967.11

In early August 1969, closed circuit television
surveillance was installed for the Truman home., The camera,
atop the Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints' Center Stake
Building southwest of the home on North Delaware, was "capable
of Pan and Tilt operation, Zoom Lens operation, and is remote
controled [sic] and monitored from the Command Post, located in

the Truman Library."l2

Command Post at 224 North Delaware Street

In the fall of 1970, the Secret Service requested the
General Services Administration (GSA) to lease a biick house at
224 North Delaware for use as a command post. The property was
occupied beginning November 15, 1970.13 The new command post
served as a 24-hour visual surveillance center capable of

providing "immediate response to emergency situations."1l%

In September 1971, a low-level light lens was installed in
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the closed circuit television system. This enabled the agents
in the command post across North Delaware Street to survey the
Trumans' home at night.15 Because of fhis close surveillance
by the Secret Service, the Trumans allowed their doorbell,
which rang at the front gate, to be disconnected. All visitors

would first have to consult the agents.16

In early 1972, a lengthy list of new equipment was shipped
to Independence. A request that an additional camera be added
to enhance security was made by the Truman Protective Division
in March 1972. The camera would cover the area of the rear
gate, noting that "it is the wishes [sic] of Former President
and Mrs. Truman that the rear gate be left permanently open.”
The problem of fire because of the dated electrical system was

also discussed:

The addition of smoke and fire detectors have
become critical due to the age of the Truman home.
The wiring in the home is also quite old increasing
the chance of fire. TSD [Technical Security
Division] has agreed that the smoke and fire
detectors are necessary. In order to run the
alarms to the Truman Division Command Post another
twenty-four pair telephone cable will be required
from the Truman garage to the Truman Command
Post,l7

The cost for all the electronic security systems installed at

the home by 1974 was estimated to be around $23,200Q18

278



Although the Trumans' initial contact with the Secret
Service was chilly, a warm relationship soon developed.

According to Margaret Truman,

They didn't mind the Secret Service. They got
along with them very well and knew all of them by
name and at Christmas they invited them all in for
a drink and some cake and_coffee or whatever. They
were kind of like family.1

Additional panic transmitters were ordered and placed on
the window sills in the more frequented rooms. The devices
were inadvertently used on at least one occasion when one of
the Trumans' grandsons, William Wallace Daniel, activated one

of the transmitters which brought agents storming into the

front and rear entrances of the home.20

Until Mr, Truman's death on December 26, 1972, twelve
Secret Service agents and special government police officers
were assigned to the Truman Protective Divisjon. Protection
for his widow consisted of four agents and four special
policemen.‘.The agents always accompanied the Trumans whenever
they left their home, but never stayed overnight inside the
residence. Only when Mrs. Truman's health began to fail and
she was restricted to a wheelchair were agents allowed to spend
the night. Robert Lockwood, Special Agent in Chatrge from 1973
to 1982, stated "...we didn't go in until she'd retired for the

night,... We had to move slowly to get permission to stay in

279



the house at all,.,"21

At the time of Bess Truman's death, a $20,000 surveillance
system was on order for installation at 219 North Delaware.
The order was cancelled as agents worked to dismantle the
existing equipment and remove it from the house and command
post.22 Within a few weeks of the funeral, the last Secret
Service agent had gone. On December 1, 1982, the lease on the
command post at 224 North Delaware expired and the activity of

the Secret Service's Truman Protective Division ended.23

The Man From Independence Dies, December 26, 1972

Following 22 days in the hospital, Harry S Truman died at
the age of 88 on December 26, 1972. The cause of death was
listed as "organic failures causing a collapse of the
cardiovascular system." Following the simple state funeral,
the first in American history to take place totally outside
Washington, D.C., the 33rd President of the United States was

laid to rest in the courtyard of the Truman Library.24

A color photograph of military guards and the flag at
half-mast at 219 North Delaware reveals the appearance of the

Truman home on December 27, 1972 (See Figure 50).
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FIGURE 50

Truman Library Photo Archives, 73-1392

Truman Funeral

December 27, 1972

219 North Delaware the day following the President's
death. The flag is at half-staff, and military guards and a

simple rope fence separates the home from passetéby.

Source: Kansas City Star.
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An inventory of the formei President's estate was filed in
Jackson County Probate Court on March 1, 1973. The appraised
value of the estate was $747,682. It did not list jointly-held
property with Bess Truman, but did include personal furniture,
household items, and wearing apparel valued at $1,200, and
personal property valued at $20,000. The bulk of his estate
was left to his wife.23 1In accordance with the July 1953 deed
granting scle ownership of 219 North Delaware to Harry and Bess
Truman, the right of survivorship clause automatically trans-

ferred full ownership rights of the home to Bess Truman .26

Bess Truman Lives Alone at 219 North Delaware, 1973-1982

Following the death of Harry S Truman, his widow turned
down her daughter's offer to come to New York City and live
with her. 8She refused, citing her desire to remain in
Independence and the familiar family home. As she told a

neighbor, "I was born here and hope to die here."27

Bess Truman was afflicted with a number of serious
illnesses over the next decade. Her chronic malady was the

arthritis which forced her in the mid-1970s to give up the

bedroom she had occupied since 1904 and move into the first
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floor bedroom. There, in her last years, the twin beds were
removed in favor of a rented hospital bed. The former First
Lady had a hired companion (Mrs. Valerie LaMere) to take care
of running the household and a small staff of nurses. Mrs.
Truman was in and out of Kansas City's Research Hospital for
illnesses like high blood pressure, a broken hip, pneumonia,
and a mild strxoke on September 26, 1981, From each hospitali-
zation, she rallied and recovered, During the long recupera-
tion periods at her home, she was able to get around through

the use of a wheelchair.28

As if frozen in time, rooms were left in the manner they
appeared in late 1972. Common touches, like Harry Truman's
coat, hat, and rcane left near the rear foyer door and his suits
still in the closet in their dry cleaning packaging, were left

undisturbed.

In the decade Bess Truman lived there alone, the Truman
home changed little. There were some changes, however, Mrs.
Truman did finally order the completion of the last phase of
the home's 20 year-long "modernization" program. With her
husband gone, the "noise and mess" she always feared might
disturb him no longer mattered. The interior decorator she had
used since 1953, Robert Nickell, did his last job at the Truman

home only three months following the President's death. He
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began work on March 29, 1973, repainting the trim in the first
floor guest bedroom, He did not wallpaper it. The room, which
over the course of time had housed the ailing Gates grand-
parents, Mrs. Madge Wallace, and her own husband in their last
years, was prepared in the spring of 1973 for the inevitable

time when she, too, would have to use it.

The move downstairs came in the mid to late 1970s.

Margaret Truman recalled:

Mother stayed up there for a long time, and I
finally persuaded her. Mr., Lockwood [Robert
Lockwood, head of the Secret Service Detail] was
absolutely frantic because she would go upstairs at
night and he could just see her falling all the way
down the stairs. She was using a cane and so he
and I finally talked her into moving down here, and
I told her, I said, "I will be sure of one thing,
if Mr. Lockwood will do it. He and the Secret
Service men will change the beds for you so you
have your own bed." So, she did and that far bed
[nearest the east wall] was her bed.

The beds upstairs [in the Trumans' bedroom]

belong to my, with m; suite of furniture that I had
when I was a child.?

After his work in the first floor bedroom} Nickell

immediately began preparations to wallpaper the front foyer and
central hall, stairway, and second floor central hall. Mrs.
Truman wanted the new wallpaper to finish the modernization

effort., To start the project, Nickell purchased felt for the
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ceilings at the Certainteed Roofing Company of Kansas City on

March 28, 1973. He recalled:

For awhile we bought the felt paper from a
roofing company in Kansas City, Mo., since it was
usually used for the base of asphalt shingles. We
used the one pound grade of felt., We used this
felt on all the ceilings that we decorated, except
the kitchen and pantry and in Mr. Truman's study.30

Nickell began the wallpapering project on March 30, 1973,
and worked alone until April 11 when he called in an assistant,
Troy Owings, to help him with the cumbersome scaffolding. The
entranceway halls, stairway, and second floor central hall work
was the longest and hardest job Nickell ever d4id at the Truman

home, He remembered:

The last job was the biggest and most difficult.
I was 20 years older. The high ceilings and
stair-well were more difficult to decorate and this
was the most expensive paper that I put on for Mrs.
Truman. Due to the scaffolding for the stair-well,
I had to have some helg and a friend, Troy Owings,
helped me on this job, 1

Before the job was finished, Nickell ran out of paper for the
hall. On April 16, he went to the Imperial Wallpaper Company
in Independence to purchase four more rolls of the expensive
paper. The next day, April 17, 1973, the project_was

completed, Mrs. Truman paid Nickell by check for $1,188.96.32
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Robert Sanders and Exterior Carpentry Repairs

In addition to painting the house since 1953, Robert
Sanders did all the necessary exterior carpentry work on the
house and barn. This work mainly involved replacing rotted
wood. In the 1960s, the south side porch was shored-up by
Sanders and a front step was replaced. This work was charged
to the GSA through the Truman Library.33 1In 1974 or 1975, the
front steps were replaced. The stairs, which were not
original, had rotted because they were set wrong. Instead of
sloping downward to allow the water to run off, they sloped
inward, thus retaining water and accelerating deterioration.
The steps were replaced with one-and one guarter-inch thick

boards with one riser and two to three threads.

When the front steps were replaced, the rotted balusters
on the north side of the front porch were also replaced. with
new spindles. The old balusters were examined closely and the

new ones were selected to match the originals.

After the death of her husband, Mrs. Truman emphasized
that she wanted the carpentry repairs to the exterior to be
"the most economical possible."34 She relied on the advice of
Robert Sanders and Robert Lockwood, Chief of the Secret Service

Truman Protective Division. According to Lockwood,
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In the period since 1973, the house and property
changed very little., Mrs., Truman's health was
failing and she didn't want to spend the money to
make the needed repairs around the house. She
didn't want to spend the money on the repairs
because she knew she wasn't long for this world.

35
Other repairs in the mid-1970s were minor, and included
replacing the linoleum in the kitchen and guttering over the

south kitchen door due to squirrels eating the facia out, 36

Repointing the Chimney

Shortly after Christmas 1981, both Sanders and Lockwood
noticed a slight tilt in the home's main chimney. The men
investigated and learned that the central chimney, which juts
out from the roof more than seven feet, was indeed leaning to
the west about one and one quarter inches. They feared that if
the problem were not corrected immediately, the heavy brick

tower would fall down onto the front facade of the house.

The men decided not to worry Mrs. Truman with the problem
because of her extremely frail health, Sanders called Mrs.
Margaret Truman Daniel in New York and explained that several
bricks at the bottom of the chimney were missing and that the
chimney was in danger of collapsing. Mrs. Daniel agreed that

the emergency repair work be done.
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Work began immediately and in one day four workers
dismantled the chimney, making sure they retained the same
bricks to replace on the same facade of the structure. During
the repointing process, Sanders checked the job three separate
times to make sure that the appearance of the chimney remained
the same as before. He was aware of the necessity to maintain
the integrity of the historic structure, having done similar
work at other area historic sites. 1In March 1982, the
repointed chimney was repainted with a sealer coat, then a coat

of exterior latex white paint.37

Foundation/Latticework Repair

In 1982, during a time when Mrs. Truman was in the
hospital, Sanders conducted some minor repairs on the
foundation. Some areas on the north foundation wail were
cracked or crumbling. The house was separated from the
foundation below the windows of the library, and raised up
slightly while the deteriorated wall was repaired. At the same
time, on the north side porch, the squared porch skirt
latticework was replaced. 1It, also, was matched to the
existing latticework. Rotted wooden boards on the porch

decking were replaced as well,38
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Bicentennial Sign

The marker which stands near the flagpole on the lawn's
northwest corner was installed by the American Revolution
Bicentennial Commission of Independence in late April 1976.
The black aluminum sign features raised white lettering. Made
available through Federal funds at $350 each, the sign is one

of many placed at historic places throughout Independence.39

The sign reads:

TRUMAN HOUSE

Built about 1867 by George Porterfield
Gates, a mill owner. President Harry
8. Truman and his wife, Bess Wallace
Truman, granddaughter of Gates, made

this their home from the time of
their marriage in 1919. The "Summer
White House" from 1945 to 1953.

Bess Wallace Truman Dies, October 18, 1982

Bess Truman's final hospitalization occurred for three
weeks in September 1982 for treatment of an intestinal ulcer.
Al though she was weakened, the ulcer d4id not contribute to her
death. The nation's oldest former First Lady died in her first
floor bedroom at 3:50 a.m., October 18, 1982, of congestive

heart failure caused by an accumulation of chest fluids. She
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was rushed to Kansas City's Research Hospital where she was

pronounced dead at 4:38 a.m.40

Following a simple, private
funeral service, Bess Wallace Truman was buried beside her

husband in the Truman Library courtyard.

Secret Service agents dismantled their security systems
and abandoned their command post a short time after the
funeral. The executors of Bess Wallace Truman's estate, United
Missouri Bank of Kansas City, hired a security guard to watch
the property. Details of her will were revealed which showed
that Mrs. Truman had donated 219 North Delaware to "The United
States of America to be held and operated by it under the
direction of the Archivist of The United States in conjunction

with the Harry S. Truman Library.“4l

Three stipulations within the will placed restrictions on
the future operation of the house, It stated that the public
not be allowed to go above the first floor during the lifetime
of her daughter, Mrs. Margaret Truman Daniel. A second
provision "recommends" that Mrs. Daniel be permitted to live in
the home "one week of each calendar year during her lifetime"
because of her activities with the Truman Library and Truman
Library Institute. The third requirement, contained in a May
5, 1978, codicil, states that Mrs. Daniel approve in writing

"the manner in which my residence is used."42
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National Recognition for the Truman Home

On February 23, 1972, 219 North Delaware was designated a
National Historic Landmark by the U.S. Department of the
Interior and listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.43 At the request of the Trumans, no ceremony was held
and no designation marker was erected. Following the death of
Mr., Truman, the city of Independence, with the full support of
his widow,?4 established the Harry S. Truman Heritage District,
or more commonly known as the Harry S. Truman Historic
District. The boundaries of the district encompassed 12 blocks
centering on the Truman home and the immediate North Delaware

Street neighborhood.

The historic district ordinance includes restrictions from
construction or demolition of structures to tree and shrub
plantings and removals43 (See Appendix). The preservation
ordinance was drafted "to protect President Truman's home and
neighborhood from inappropriate development and to promote the
area as a stable, single-family environment."46 Churches
within the district, however, are exempt from compliance with

the ordinance.

One of the first physical changes the city undertook in

the Truman Heritage District was the 1976 renovation of
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sidewalks and curbing in front of the Truman home. The project
was designed by the heritage commission to return the street to
its appearance in the 1940s. The city council financed the
initial $4,101 purchase for cut limestone curbing from a
Topeka, Kansas, limestone company. Two types of hexagonal
blocks similar to ones used in the original sidewalk were
relocated to the home from other similar city sidewalks. The
work, completed in late April 1976, was the first phase of a
'three year plan to restore the sidewalks and curbing in the

12-block area to the presidential period.47

In an effort to preserve the historic character of a
rapidly-changing neighborhood, the city council on January 2,
1979, approved legislation which more than tripled the size of
the Harry S. Truman Heritage District. While the church
exemption clause remained, the boundaries expanded from six to
twenty-two blocks and created a corridor along North Delaware
Street stretching from the Truman home to U.S. Highway 24, near
the presidential library48 (See Figure 51). [In early 1984,

the city amended the boundaries to include only the Delaware

Street corridor.i

In 1980, the Independence Junior Service League initiated
the first Truman Heritage Tour as part of the annual Truman

Week activities. The walking tour, based on the paths of Mr.
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Truman's famous morning walks, featured ten private homes and

three public buildings.49

Following the death of Mrs, Truman on October 18, 1982,
the dictates of her will (See Appendix) left the property to
"The United States of America to be held and operated by it
under the direction of the Archivist of The United States in
conjunction with the Harry S. Truman Library." On December 8,
1982, Secretary of the Interior James G. Watt, acting under
authority of the Historic Sites Act of 1935, signed Designation
Order No. 3088 declaring 219 North Delaware the "Harry S Truman
National Historic Site."™ On December 17, 1982, a cooperative
agreement was signed between the Executor of the Estate of Bess
Wallace Truman, the General Services Administration (represent-
ing the Archivist of The United States and the Truman Library),
and the Department of the Interior to provide protection for
the property. The National Park Service had taken possession
of 219 North Delaware five days previously, on December 12,
1982, making it the twenty-seventh presidential site in the

National Park System.
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The Harry S Truman National Historic Site, Independence,
Mo., was authorized by Public Law 98-32 (97 Statute 193) signed
by President Ronald W. Reagan on May 23, 1983. 1Its purpose is
to "preserve and interpret for the inspiration and benefit of
present and future generations the former home of Harry S
Truman, thirty-third President of the United States">0 (See

Appendix) .
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when her mother was incapacitated. At Mrs. Daniels'
instruction, Sermon replaced curtains and window coverings in
the large upstairs front, or west, bedroom. According to
Sermon, the replacements were "done very closely to what was
there before.” Telephone conversation, Sermon and Anderson
Interior Decorators, 10815 Winner Road, July 22, 1983,

Robert Sanders and Exterior Carpentry Repairs

33robert Lockwood, Interview, Independence, Mo., July 1,
1983; and, Robert Sanders, Interview, Independence, Mo., June
30, 1983. According to the 1974 House Committee on Government
Operations Report, "Expenditures of Federal Funds In Support of
Presidential Properties,”™ the total cost for shoring-up the
south porch, replacing the front steps, and painting the fence
cost the GSA $1,250.

34Robert Lockwood, Interview, Independence, Mo., July 1,
1983. '

351pid.

361bid. Lockwood said that an aluminum screen cover was
installed to keep the squirrels out of the gutter.

Repointing the Chimney

37Rrobert Sanders, Interview, Independence, Mo., June 30,
1983.
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Foundation/Latticework Repair

381bid. Sanders said he had seen historic photographs
of the house and was aware that the latticework was not
original.

Bicentennial 8Sign

39vpjcentennial Signs Placed," Examiner (April 23,
1976), p. 1B, folder-Truman, Harry S 1976, Research Room
Vertical File, HSTL. While not in place at this date, the
Truman sign was scheduled to be erected by the end of the
month,

Bess Wallace Truman Dies, October 18, 1982

40pob Burgdorfer, "Bess Truman Is Dead At the Age of 97"
and "Doctor Says Her Heart 'Began to Fibrillate'," Examiner
(October 18, 1982), p. 1, HSTL.

4lvpast Will and Testament of Bess Wallace Truman,"
December 21, 1974. See BAppendix.

421pi4.

National Recognition for the Truman Home

il

43cultural Resources Management Division Files, National
Park Service, Midwest Regional Office, Omaha, Nebraska.

44Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 56.

45an ordinance Establishing the Harry S. Truman Heritage
District, Ordinance No. 5445, January 2, 1979, City of
Independence, Mo.

46Harry S. Truman Historic District, Independence,
Missouri," pamphlet, Independence Heritage Commission, City of
Independence, Mo.

4780b Lynn, "District To Revive Memories: Truman
Heritage Gets Emphasis In Independence," Kansas City Star
(February 19, 1976), p. 4E, folder-Harry S. Truman Heritage
District, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

300



481piq., "Heritage District Size Expanded," Kansas City
Times (January 3, 1979), p. 4B.

49Rich Hood, "Take A Stroll With Harry and Experience a
City's Pride," Jackson County Star, supplement to the Kansas
City Star (May 6, 1981), p. 3, folder-Truman Heritage Tour,
1981, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

50"Briefing Statement, Harry S Truman National Historic
Site," National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office, Division

of Cultural Resources Management, file-L58 General HSTR, Omaha,
Ne.
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The Heating System: Wood, Coal, and Gas

<Note: For purposes of clarity, room designations have been
included. Technical assistance for this section was provided
by Midwest Regional Historical Architect Francis 0. Krupka,
National Park Service>,

The original heating system (circa 1867-1907/10) for what
is now the Truman home involved the use of the three, extant
fireplaces in addition to an as yet undetermined number of
stoves (including a wood-burning kitchen range). These were
followed by a centralized heating system using, in succession

wood, coal, and gas as fuels.!

Metal floor and wall grills at
the heating duct openings which appear throughout the house

indicate the extent of this central heating system.

1867-1907:

The original (i.e. 1867~1884) configuration of the home is
unknown in its entirety, but several items may be assumed.
First, the kitchen range would have existed from the first.
Second, the fireplace that is now in the parlor/music room, in
all probability, originally faced what is now the library and
was the principal heat source for the first floor. (See
Building Chronology Drawings, NPS No. 492/80004, Sheets 1-4/4).

On the second floor, a second fireplace in what is now the
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Truman dressing room (Room 209) would have provided the only

heat source on that level.

With the 1885 construction enlarging the house, additional
fireplaces were installed in the living room (Room 104) and the
west, front bedroom (Room 204) immediately above it, boﬁh
serviced by a twin-flued chimney stack. It would have been at
this point in time that the fireplaces which originally
serviced Rooms 109 and 209lwere_re—oriented to service Rooms

108 and 207, the configuration that currently exists.

The three fireplaces of the 1885 home (i.e., in the living
room, the pérlor/muéic room on the first floor and the west,
front bedroom on the second floor) were installed and relied on
for the purpose of providing heat. The fireplace in the living
room received the most constant use. According to Mrs. George

P. (May) Wallace:

We caught the chimney on fire once! We decided to
make a fire in it one day and the chimney hadn't
been cleaned out. The sparks commenced coming out
of the roof. Yes, they [the Trumans] used it!
This house was cold. It was always cold in here
until they got that double [gas] furnace in down
there in the basement, then it began to get heated

up. 2

Before the 1920s, to ensure that the living room remained

warm, solid green portieres covered the three entrance doorways
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into the spacious room, blocking out the cold drafts from the
central hall (Room 103).3 The portieres hung from rods
suspended from brass rings which are still in evidence today at
the tops of each doorway opening. Margaret Truman stated that
during her childhood, the portieres were heavy dark réd velvet,
tied back by ceords. They were no longer used to retain heat,

but were merely ornamental.?

1907-1910¢:

The exact date for the installation of the central heating
system is unknown, nor are the dates when the transitions from
wood to coal, and from coal to gas occurred, It is known that

major alterations were made in the period 1907-1910.

City records indicate that electric power was available in

the area of the Truman home in the late 18805.4

The changes to
the home indicated on the 1907 Sanborn Map (which could
indicate changes to the home dating back to the 1885
construction period), imply that power was available to the

house, It is probable that the central heating plant was

installed sometime in the years 1885-1910.

The original controls for the central heating plant, still
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extant in the central hall (Room 103) alcove under the stair,
were mechanical, indicating that the installation predated the
installation of electric service to the house. It is likely
that electric controls for the central furnace were not
installed until later, considerably after the 1910 construction

period which provided electric service to the house.

One of Harry Truman's household chores in the early
mornings was to go down to the basement, clean and carry out
the old ashes, and stoke the furnace with new coals. In his

book, Mr., Citizen, published in 1953, Mr. Truman described his

household activities since January 1953:

When I get up at about five to five-thirty in the
morning, I go downstairs and do a round of work in
the house. 1In the wintertime, this used to include
[indicating anytime between 1919 and 1952] tending
the furnace and carrying out the ashes--that is,
until gas was put in and made me give it up.

Dates for the transitions from the wood-burning to the
coal-burning era, and, from the coal-burning to the gas-burning
eras are not known. According to Margaret Truman, the coal

furnace was converted directly to gas:

.. .they put in the modern gas inside the old
furnace, They didn't put in a gas furnace. They
put the gas inside the o0ld furnace.... They put
the blower in at the same time so that it would
heat up the whole house.... I don't know if it was
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before the 40s or not, but it was before Mother and
Dad moved back. '

The Heating System

lcharles E; Anderson, Interview at 219 North Delaware,
June 20, 1983,

1867-1907:

2Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview at 219 North
Delaware, July 20, 1983. The Trumans continued to use this
fireplace even after the house was converted to gas heat.

31bid. The portieres have not been used since the gas
furnace was installed.

dvglectric Light,"” Ordinance No. 55, Charter and Revised
ordinances of the City of Independence, Missouri, Revised by
B.A. Bartlett and A.M. Ott (Independence: Sentinel Printing

and Publishing Company, 1898), pp. 250-1, Office of the City
Clexrk,

1907-1910:

5Harry S Truman, Mr, Citizen (New York: Popular
Library, 1960), p. 59.

6cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 44.
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Gas

On June 28, 1881, Caldwell Yeaman was given a 25-year
concession by the Independence Board of Aldermen to build and
operate a gas works "for the purpose of supplyihg Independence
and suburbs and the inhabitants thereof with gas." Yeaman was
instructed to lay conductors or gas mains "under and along" and
down the “center or 6ne side only" of the towns' streets and
alleys. The ordinance specified that the gas works "shall be
of a capacity of at least thirty five thousand cubic feet of
gas per diem, of not less at any time than thirteen candle
power." Construction was set for two months following the
passage of the ordinance and operations would then begin within
six months at which time 1.5 miles of gas mains had to be
installed. VYeaman also agreed to supply the iron lamp posts to

light the streets.l

As progress on the gas works continued, the Board of
Aldermen dictated on November 14, 1882, that the new gas
company erect 26 lamp posts throughout the city and "supply a
good and sufficient quantity of gas for each post subject to
the same conditions and restrictions" contained in the 1881
enabling ordinance. In the Delaware Street neighborhcod, a
post was requested for Rock Street (now Maple Avenue) between
Pleasant and Delaware while another was ordered for Delaware

Street at the alley south of Farmers (now Farmer) Street.? On
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February 28, 1883, the Board of Aldermen asked the
"Independence Gas and Coke Company" to erect and maintain 10

additional gas lamp posts "like those already in USe.“3

This gas system, gas manufactured from coal, was in
operation in Independence by the completion of the major
addition to the Gates house in 1885 and used in the structure.
By 1887, however, the city turned to another form of fuel,
natural gas. On March 7, 1887, a 20-year franchise was awarded
to a group of men from Polk County,'Iowa, "to lay mains and
service pipes in the City of Independence, Missouri, to supply
said City and its citizens with natural gas." They were given
the right to prospect for natural gas in the city and provide
consumers with the requisite fixtures and service pipes.
Construction of the system would begin three months after the
"discovery of sufficient natural gas to furnish said city and
the laying of the same on the principal Streets of said City

shall be completed within one year thereafter,"?

With natural gas available in Independence by the early
1880s, it is unknown when the Gates house made the transition

from coal gas to natural gas.
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lvan ordinance Concerning Gas Works," Record Book of
ordinances, City of Independence, Missouri, Book B, pp. 28-31,
Office of the City Clerk.

2Ibid., "An Ordinance Authorizing the Erection of 26 Gas
Posts," pp. 48-9.

3Ibid., "An Ordinance for the Erection of Ten Additional
Gas Posts," p. 52.

41bid., Ordinance No. 148, pp. 243-5.
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Water

"Along with gas, an internal water system was installed in
the Gates house when the l4-room addition was built in 1885.1
The home's initial water supply came from the vein of a spring
which lies beneath the property. A cistern which stored the
spring water still remains underneath the rear porch of the
house near the kitchen entrance. George P. Gates believed that
he had access to the same "very fine spring water" that flowed
above ground in nearby Fairmont Park., He was proud of the fact

that he could use the pure water for his family.

The cistern system was still in use when the Trumans were
married in 1919 and when their daughter Margaret was born in
1924, But, by 1926, with the encroachment of new housing in
the area, the family began to suspect that the spring was being
contaminated,? During the summer of 1926, Mr. Truman cautioned
his wife not to allow Margaret to drink from the cistern,
"You'd better have that cistern water analyzed and not let the
young lady have any but boiled."3 Soon after when it was

proven to be contaminated, the cistern was closed.4

A city operated water system was available as early as the
mid-1880s. 1In a spring 1883, special election, Independence
voters approved the building of a waterworks for a city water

supply and to extinguish fires.? An April 4, 1883, city
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ordinance granted the "Independence Water Company" the
"authority to establish, construct, maintain, and operate" such
a waterworks. The ordinance gave the city the right to locate
water mains and pipes as well as fire hydrants. The city
permitted the new company two months to begin construction, and
one year to lay at least six miles of water mains and to begin
operations.6 Because of apparent construction delays, the city

extended the first day of operation to September 1, 1884.7

On March 18, 1884, the Board of Aldermen approved an
ordinance specifying the location of the water mains and fire
hydrants. This initial bill saw water service provided
throughout the Delaware Street neighborhocod. Water mains were
placed down the centers of the streets, including North

Delaware. Hydrants near the Gates house were as follows:

No. 32--corner of Maple Ave., and Delaware Street.
No. 33--on Delaware at alley South of Bagby's.

No. 34--0on corner of Delaware and Farmer Streets.8

The date for the establishment of a city sewerage system
is uncertain, although a special "Sewer Fund" tax assessment
first appeared in the Assessor's Book of Real Estate.for James
F. Moore's addition in 1901.% Another sewer assessment came in

1914.10
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When the two Wallace brothers' bungalows were built on Lot
1 of the Gates property in 1915 and 1916, drainage and sewer
pipes were buried on the north side of Blue Aveﬁue (now Truman
Road) .11 1In fact, in the general warranty deeds granting the
parcels to the Wallace brothers, George P. and Elizabeth E.
Gates "reserve|d] the right to maintain and use the sewer that

is now constructed across the... real estate."12

When the house stood empty during the time that Mrs. Madge
Wallace and the Truman family lived in Washington, D.C., George
P. Wallace (605 W. Truman Road) made sure that all the water
pipes in Ehe "big house" were drained during the winter months

to guard against damage to the plumbing.

As for the home's two bathrooms, the bathroom on the
second floor probably dates to the 1867 structure. The first
floor bathroom was added onto the bedroom in the eariy part of
the century (1907-1910) when the elderly Mr. and Mrs., Gates
took up quarters on the first floor.13 The 1907 Sanborn Map

shows no evidence of a privy on the property (See Appendix).

water

luphe Building Boom," The (Independence) Sentinel
{(January 2, 1886), p. 4, HSTL and Jackson County Historical
Society. :

2Mrs, George P. {May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
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Mo., June 14, 1983.

3Robert H. Ferrell, Dear Bess (New York: W.W. Norton
and Company, 1983), p. 322. The letter from Ft. Riley, Kansas,
was dated July 15, 1926.

dMrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo,, June 14, 1983.

50rdinance No. 48, Record Book of Ordinances, City of
Independence, Missouri, Book B, p. 62, Office of the City
Clerk.

6van ordinance to provide a supply of water and
extinguishment of fires,” No. 57, Charter and Revised
Ordinances of the City of Independence, Missouri, Revised by
B.A, Bartlett and A.M., 0Ott {(Independence: Sentinel Printing
and Publishing Company, 1898), p. 262, Office of the City
Clerk.

7ordinance No. 63, Record Book of Ordinances, City of
Independence, Missouri, Book B, p. 134, Office of the City

81bid., Ordinance No. 44, pp. 112-4.

%assessor's Book of Real Estate, Independence, Missouri,
for the Year 1901, p. 97, City of Independence, Limestone
Storage Facility, 16400 West Truman Rocad. :

101pid,., 1914, p. 111.

limrs, George P, (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo,, June 14, 1983. Mrs. Wallace remembers the day of her
wedding, October 24, 1916, getting stuck in the Gates's car
over a soft spot where the pipes had been recently buried.

12General Warranty Deeds: George P, and Elizabeth E.
Gates to Frank G. Wallace {(March 15, 1915; Land Deed Record
Book 334, Page 354) and George P, Wallace (August 22, 1916;
Land Deed Record Book 339, Page 360}, Jackson County
Courthouse, Qffice of Deeds, Independence, Mo.

13Mrs. Gecorge P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983. Mrs. Wallace is of the firm belief that
the Gates bathroom and bedroom were added after the Madge
Wallace family moved in. The Sanborn maps show a change was
indeed made between 1907 and 1916. . Since Mrs. Wallace's memory
of the Gates house begins in 1910, it is logical that the
construction took place between 1907 and 1910.

314



Electricity

Electricity was present in the Gates mansion probably long
before the second decade of the 20th century. It was available

in Independence in the last two decades of the 19th century.l

On September 6, 1887, the city granted to I.N. Rogers,
A.W. Jones, and their associates, the "right toc establish,
maintain, and operate an electric light plant in the city."
The concession ordinance specified that the men could erect and
maintain poles no shorter than 30 feet high on any of the
towns' streets and alleys. 1In addition, electric power was to
be available within six months of the ordinance's passage, or

March 1888.2

While most of the gas piping to the overhead lighting
system in the Gates house was disconnected when the lights were
converted to electric power, much of the gas tﬁbing remains
intact behind the walls and ceilings. As a testimony to a
prevalent local mistrust of electricity in those earlier days,

the chandelier in the parlor/music room was never converted

from gas.3
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Electricity

lpatrick 0'Brien, Historic Preservation Officer, City of
Independence, Telephone Conversation, September 29, 1983.

2vglectric Light," Ordinance No. 55, Charter and Revised
Ordinances of the City of Independence, Missouri, Revised by
B.A, Bartlett and A.M. Ott (Independence: Sentlnel Printing
and Publishing Company, 18908), pp. 250-1, Office of the City
Clerk.

3Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983.
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Neighborhodd of North Delaware Street

James F. Moore's addition to the town of Independence was
platted on June 10, 1846.1 Delaware Street came into existence
when John F. McCauley's addition, to the immediate north of
Moore's addition, was platted on January 28, 1852, Delaware

Street in McCauley's addition measured 49 1/2 feet in width.?

Delaware Street was officially extended into the middle of
Moore's Addition after James T. Thornton deeded to the city on
May 14, 1858, "so much of the West Side of Lot Number three...
as lies in Delaware Street as extended from McCauley's
addition... to Rock [now Maple] Street.“3 Therefore, Delaware
Street was extended south across Tanyard, or Tan Yard, {now
Truman) Road to Maple Avenue, taking an unspecified amount of
land from Lots 3 (the Gates/Wallace/Truman property) and 4 (all
the houses on the west side of Delaware directly across from

the Truman home) .

"Delaware," as the sixth west base line from the
Independence "square," was formalized as a street name for the
existing "Delaware and Mabelle Streets their lines, if
extended," by the city in 1910.4 "Maple Avenue," formerly
known as "Rock Street," was changed by the city through an

April 27, 1883, ordinance.?>
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The neighborhood in 1868, a year after George P. Gates
purchased Lots 2 and 3, featured a small Methodist Church
across Delaware southwest of the Gates property. The church,
later called the Watson Memorial Methodist Church, was an
integral feature of the neighborhood until 1966 (See Figure
52). In 1966, the congregation voted to merge with tﬁe Christ
Methodist Church irn Independence and sold the building to the
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (RLDS).
The RLDS then razed the church, but retained the office
building addition to the north which is now the Center Stake

Building at 200 North Delaware.®

Directly west on Delaware across from the Gates house was
the A.T. Slack Mansion. It, like the Gates Mansion, was built
in 1885 by Architect James M. Adams. The Slack Mansion; no
longer extant, was two and one-half stories with ten rooms.
It, too, had gas and water systems, and cost §7,000 to

construct7 (See Figure 53).

On the same block to the east of the Gates house stood the
Independence High School on North Pleasant Street. It was
completed several years before the graduation of the class of
1901, among whom were Harry S Truman and Bess Wallace. An

older building adjacent to the new high school on the north was
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FIGURE 52

Truman Library Photo Archives, 67-3878

Aerial View Showing Wallace House in Relation to Methodist
Church

September 12, 1945

An aerial view taken for a promotional brochure funded by
the Independence Chamber of Commerce, the photograph reveals
the Watson Memorial Methodist Church which dates to around the

time George P. Gates built his first home in 1867, The church

was razed in 1966.

Source: The Independence Examiner.
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the library, a place where the future President spent much of
his time. A fire in 1939 destroyed the Independence High
School. It was soon rebuilt, however, but as a junior high

school named after Professor W.L.C. Palmer.,

Another high school was constructed and opened in 1918 at
709 West Maple Avenue, across the street from the Watson
Memorial Methodist Church., William Chrisman High School was
attended by Margaret Truman.l? It stood empty when the new
building by the same name was built, but was purchased in the

1970s by Park College of Parkville, Missouri.

Around 1900 the neighborhood of North Delaware Street was
dotted by imposing Victorian structures. The flavor of the
neighborhood was transitional with the small town of
Independence to the east and open farmland to the west. 1l
Elizabeth Paxton Forsling, who was born in Independence in 1889
and lived on Delaware Street during her childhood, wrote about
this period at the turn of the century., In a series of

articles titled "Remembering Delaware Street," she wrote:

Delaware Street started at Maple and went about
eight blocks north, It had an imposing entrance
for on the corner was one of those beautiful "wine
glass elms".

The houses along Delaware Street were mostly

Victorian, with large comfortable rooms, high
ceilings, and windows with wooden shutters closed
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in the summer against the blazing sun. ...the
rooms were surrounded with expansive lawns, trees,
shrubbery, and at the back vegetable and flower
gardens were often found. Also, there were barns
and carriage houses, sometimes a wash house and a
wood shed. Most people had their own horses and a
cow or two.

From the garden sun-ripened vegetables were
picked the morning they were to appear on the
table. Nearby in Kansas City the finest meats were
available. The black rich earth of Jackson County
was a land of milk and honey. The people believed
the important thing was to put the finest meals and
the most appetizing food that could be produced on
the table,

The garden and yards along Delaware Street were
lovely indeed. Spring brought the bridal wreath,
the iris, the snowballs, and all the early bulbs,
followed by a profusion of early summer flowers,
and in the Fall, the late blooming blossoms flamed
up to match the splendor of the autumn leaves.

The porches of the houses on Delaware Street,
[were] where the people sat in the evening, their
voices were a part of the evening. Friendly voices
of good will between neighbors, an intimate
connection of the life of the street,

Also in the evenings, children--including the Paxtons and the
Wallaces--would play "Run Sheep Run" in the street. Horsedrawn
carriages traversing Delaware Street would go around the games,

or "pull off to the side and catch a ball or two .13

The home south of the alley at 211 North Delaware was
built in 191414 by Charles Harding, a lumberman. The cream
colored, two-story stuccoe building has been occupied by a
succession of families and is now divided into a duplex.l5

During the late 1920s and early 1930s, the home figured large
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in the childhood of Margaret Truman. The house at 211 North
Delaware was then occupied by a family named Ogden with several
daughters who were Margaret's playmates. The Ogden sleeping
porch was across the alley from the Wallace sleeping porch
where Margaret was required to take her afternoon nap. The
girls hooked up "an elaborate and cumbersome network of strings
and wires" to exchange messages and small objects. The
ingenious system was not foolproof, however. The treetops
often interferred with the pulley system and the items would
fall into the alley, necessitating sneaking out of the house to

retrieve them without being caught .16

During the presidential period, the families on North
Delaware Street were very much aware of being in the national
spotlight. The Summer White House was the city's number one
attraction and, at the start of the post-war tourist boom in
1948, the most common question asked in Independence was "Where
is the Truman house?"l7 To facilitate the visitor's access to
the famous house and neighborhood, the city erected seven
enameled black and yellow directional signs on Septémber 23,

1949, followed shortly afterward by 40 more signs.18

Neighborhood of North Delaware Street

lvjames F. Moore's Addition To The town of
Independence," George W. Rhoades, Surveyor, June 10, 1846,
Jackson County Historical Society.
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we

2john F. McCauley's Addition To The City of

Y
Independence," Lot Coffman, C.S., January 28, 1852, Jackson
County Historical Society.

3Deed, James T. Thornton to the City of Independence,
May 14, 1858, Jackson County Land Deed Record Book 29, Page
316. Assuming an equal amount was taken from each lot, 24 3/4
feet was taken from Lot 3., Lands Division, National Park
Service, Midwest Regional Office, Omaha, Ne.

4vgection 777, Names of Streets," Revised Ordinances of
Independence, Missouri, 1910, Compiled, Arranged and Indexed
by Allen C. Southern and John H. Hardin (Independence: The
Examiner Printing Company, 1911), p. 253, Office of the City
Clerk.

3"An Ordinance Changing the Name of Rock Street,"
approved April 27, 1883, Record Book of Ordinances, City of
Independence, Missouri, Book B, p. 60, Office of the City
Clerk. :

6sue Gentry, Oral History Interview, Independence, Mo.,
August 30, 1971, by Dr. Philip C. Brooks, HSTL, p. 15.
Additional information was provided by Pat O0'Brien, Historic
Preservation Officer, City of Independence.

T he Building Boom,"” The Sentinel (January 2, 1886),
pp. 4; 10, HSTL and Jackson County Historical Society.

8assessor's Book of Real Estate, Independence, Missouri,
for Year 1907; 1908; 1909; and 1926, City of Independence,
Limestone Storage Facility, 16400 West Truman Road.

9Mrs. H.H. (Ardis) Haukenberry did not recall the
presence of the Slack Mansion when her family moved into 216
North Delaware. -

10gye Gentry, Oral History Interview, Independence, Mo.,
august 30, 1971, by Dr, Philip C. Brooks, HSTL, p. 15.

llMrs. H.H. (Ardis) Haukenberry, Interview,
Independence, Mo., June 14, 1983.

12E1izabeth Paxton Forsling, "Remembering Delaware
Street," Jackson County Historical Society Journal, Vol, III,

No. 8 (May 1962), pp. 7-8; 10, supplement to Sue Gentry, Oral
History Interview, HSTL.

31pid., p. 10.
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l4Mrs. H.H. (Ardis) Haukenberry, Interview,
Independence, Mo., June 14, 1983.

15gue Gentry, "Young Dramatists Give A Special
Performance to Families," Examiner (December 31, 1980}, p. 6B,
folder-Harry S. Truman Heritage District, Research Room
Vertical File, HSTL. The column reported that the house was
featured on the inside cover of the Dec.-Jan. issue of Modern
Maturity. The home is owned by Mrs. C.H. Allen who lives to
the immediate south at 616 West Maple Avenue.

16Margaret Truman, Souvenir: Margaret Truman's Own
Story (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1356), p. 30.

17ngummer white House First Stop For Tourists Arriving
Here Daily," Examiner (July 23, 1948), p. 1, Mid-Continent
Public Library, North Branch, Independence.

lalbid., "Signs Mark Route To Truman's Home," Examiner
(September 24, 1949), p. 1. Funded by the Independence Chamber
of Commerce, the first signs were placed at 23rd and Noland;
Noland and Pacific; Maple and Noland; Maple and Pleasant;
College and Noland; Highway 24 and Noland; and Maple and Main.

326



Sidewalks

In the early 1880s, the Independence Board of Aldermen
began a beautification initiative designed to integrate the
immediate annexed areas surrounding the original ﬂold Town" and
Independence Square district. They began with a.vigorous
legislative campaign directing property owners along major
thoroughfares to build sidewalks on their lots. One of the
first city ordinances calling for the construction of sidewalks
was approved on October 8, 1883, and involved Delaware,
Pleasant, Hickman, and Temple Streets. Sidewalks for Delaware
were to be built on both sides of the street as property owners
were required to "build second class sidewalks in front and
alongside of their respective lots within thirty days from the

passage of this Ordinance.”

Building specifications for second class sidewalks as

provided by the Board of Aldermen were:

pine or oak timber, two inches thick, by five foot
long, laid on three stringers 2x4, of oak or pine
timber, and securely fastened to same. The
stringers to be nailed together by a cleat on each
side of joint, not less than two feet long. Where
said walk is over any place that is below grade of -
the street, it shall be supported on stringers
nailed securely to upright post 4x4 inches, and not
further apart than six feet,

If property owners failed to construct the sidewalks
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within the allotted 30 days, the city hired carpenters to build
them and then either sent a bill to the property owner Or

issued a special tax bill against their lot(s).

Sidewalks on Blue Avenue (now Truman Road) appeared as
early as 1887 when similar iegislation called for the
construction of a plank sidewalk on the north side of Blue
Avenue from Ruffner (now River Street} to Delaware. Approved
by the aldermen on March 14, 1887, the specifications were as

follows:

3 planks 2 inches thick and 8 inches wide, to be
laid lengthwise; to be laid on stringers 2 by 4
inches; said material to be of pine, white or burr
oak, to be securely spiked on said stringers or
sleepers; said stringers or sleepers to be not
exceeding 3 feet apart, and to be securely fastened
in 2x4 posts of pine or oak, and said walk shall be
as near as practicable on the grade of the street.
The transition from wood to stone or concrete sidewalks
probably came around the turn of the century, although specific
dates are not known, The earliest historical photographs of
the Gates house reveal the presence of the decorative hexagonal

limestone block sidewalk, a reconstruction of which can be seen

today.

An additional beautification measure was the city-mandated

program to keep weeds along streets and sidewalks under
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control. An ordinance approved on July 13, 1885, declared that
it was the "duty of all persons owning Real Estate fronting on
any of the streets of the City of Independence, Missouri, to
keep the grass and weeds in the street or streets opposite said
property to the middle centre [sic] of said street or streets

and alleys cuty down and removed from the same."3

lnan ordinance Requiring Sidewalks to be Built on
Delaware, Pleasant, Hickman and Temple Streets,”" No. 25,
Approved 8 October 1883, Record of Ordinances, Book B,
Independence, Missouri, p. 9, Office of the City CTerk.

2Ibid., "An Ordinance to build a sidewalk on the north
side of Blue avenue, or boulevard, and Tan Yard Rd.," No. 150,
p. 247.

3Ibid., "An Ordinance to Cut Weeds," No. 95, p. 169,
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History of Truman Road

When James F. Moore's addition was platted on June 10,
1846, the street now known as Truman Road was then called
"Tanyard Road."l on an 1868 map (See Appendix), although the
designation of Tanyard Road is not given, the street covered
the two-block length of Moore's addition and did not connect to

any other east-west road.?

By 1886, it had been renamed "Blue Avenue",3 and the name
was standardized by the city in 1910.4 By 1931, it was changed
to "Van Horn Road,“5 after Col. Robert Thompson Van Horn who

was the owner and editor of the Kansas City Journal-Post and

the sixth mayor of Kansas City (1861-65 and 1865-639). At the
turn of the century, the street was nothing more than a narrow

dirt country road lined by trees. It was later graveled, then

paved by the 1940s.%

Since 1915, Independence politicians and planners wanted
to make Van Horn Road a major thoroughfare. The Bureau of
Public Roads, however, would not permit the Missouri Highway
Department to use Federal funds for the project because
Independence Mayor Roger Sermon refused the government's demand
to make Van Horn a one-way street., Van Horn, according to one

city official, was "like a strangulated vein; you had to go all
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around the business district virtually to get through

anywhere."’

Despite the ban on using Federal funds, they city
announced in January 1946 that Van Horn Road would be opened
through Independence at a 42-foot width and connect with county
roads outside the city limits. To widen the road to a uniform
width, condemnation proceedings would take the needed land. 1It
was revealed that all the land would be taken from the north
side of Van Horn,8 an important detail since the President's

home was on the south side.

Kansas City preceded Independence in the move to change
the name of Van Horn to "Truman Road." Fifteenth Street, a
major Kansas City east-west thoroughfare, connected to
Independencé's Van Horn Road on the later city's'western
boundary. On February 11, 1946, Kansas City Councilman
Sheridan E. Ferrell, upon the reguest of 88 property owners
along Fifteenth Street, proposed to the Kansas City City
Council that the street be designated "Truman Road." Indepen-
dence Mayor Sefmon, bowing to local critics, stated that his
city woula approve the name change only when Kansas City

changed Fifteenth Street.?

After three years of deliberation, the Kansas City City
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Council passed Ferrell's ordinance on November 22, 1948, only

three weeks after President Truman won the 1948 presidential

election. One week later, the Independence City Council
followed suit. Both cities made the birth of "Truman Road"

effective on Inauguration Day, January 20, 1949,10

President Truman did not oppose the name change, but he
reportedly "felt bad... because he knew and respected Colonel
Van Horn" who died in 1916.11 while the President frequently
declined to have public facilities carry his name, the Truman
family had negative feélings about the selection of 15th
Street/Van Horn Road to be called "Truman Road." They thought
that one of the major county roads such as Blue Ridge Boulevard

would have been more appropriate for the name change.12

The city of Independence soon discovered that the opening
and widening of Truman Road, first proposed in 1946, was
impossible without Federal funds. Mayor Sermon remained
obdurate in his refusal to the Bureau of Public Roads (BPR) to
make it one-way eastbound into the city. The stalemate was
broken only upon Sermon's death in 1950, His successor, Robert
P. Weatherford, Jr., agreed to the BPR's stipulation. TwoO
weeks later, President Truman received a call from Thomas H.
MacDonald, BPR Chief Engineer, who asked Truman if he objected

to the BPR appropriating the funds to the Missouri Highway
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Department. Truman called Mayor Weatherford who explained,
"Even though the road runs along the north side of your home,
it is a technical strangulation in the traffic pattern of this

city."

Two days later, BPR Chief Engineer MacDonald called the
mayor and said that the funds for the Truman Road project had
been approved. In reference to his talks with the White House,
MacDonald stated that the President "said it was all right with
him, he just didn't want anybody to think that he was the one

that was pushing it ,"13

Construction on Truman Road did not begin until early 1953

14

after the passage of a city bond issue, During the

construction, the Examiner reported:

Truman Road across the street from the [Truman]
family home is a sorry sight since a row of fine
old trees and shrubbery have been uprooted and the
yards graded down in the process of widening the
thoroughfare, The Trumans are now using the alley
on the south side of their home as a drive
entrance.

Mrs., Truman said she was sorry to see the trees
gone and of course she felt more sorry for the
neighbors across the street than for herself, but
that she realized it was all in the spirit of
progress,

Sewer lines were also installed on both sides of the
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street, and a large part of the lawn of the property on the
northwest corner of Truman Road and Delaware was taken. Mounds
of dirt were piled up against the iron fence on the north side
of the Truman home. Mr, Truman made "reqular inspection tours"
of the project while Mrs. Truman, "like all neighbor women,
fought the dust which also covered her yard, entrance walks and

porches."16

Dedication ceremonies for the completed project were held
December 16, 1953. The former President cut the ribbon and

made a speech formally dedicating Truman Road ., 17

Ironically, Harry Truman was nearly injured as‘a result of
the traffic change-over to one-way traffic. On a morning
stroll on February 10, 1954, he was almost struck by a car
which had turned the wrong way onto Truman Road while he

was crossing the street,18

On June 19, 1961, the Independence City Council
unanimously voted to return Truman Road to two-way traffic.
The action was taken due to a petition from uptown merchants
who claimed the one-way thoroughfare had an adverse effect on
their businesses.l® Truman Road remains a two-way thoroughfare

to this date.
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History of Truman Road

lnjames F. Moore's Addition To The town of
Independence,"”" original plat map, June 10, 1846, George W.
Rhoades, Surveyor, Office of Land Planning and Zoning, City of
Independence, Mo.

2uBird's Eye View of the City of Independence, Jackson
County Missouri, 1868," drawn by A. Ruger, Jackson County
Historical Society.

3atlas of the Environs of Kansas City in Jackson County
Missouri. From Official Records and Actual Surveys
(Philadelphia: G.M. Hopkins, C.E., 1886}, Jackson County
Historical Society.

drevised Ordinances of Independence, Missouri, 1910,
Compiled, Arranged, and Indexed by Allen C. Southern and John
H. Hardin (Independence: The Examiner Printing Company, 1911),
p. 253, Office of the City Clerk. The ordinance read: "That
Blue Avenue, Spring Branch and County Road and their line, if
extended, be made the second north base line and named Blue
Avenue."

SRevised Ordinances of Independence, Missouri, 1931,
Compiled, Arranged, and Indexed by Roger T, Sermon, John F.
Thice, and James S. Craig {Independence: Lambert Moon Printing
Company, 1932), pp. 220-1, Office of the City Clerk.

bMrs. George P. (May) Wallace and Mrs. H.H. (Ardis)
Haukenberry, Interviews, Independence, Mo., June 14, 1983.

7Robert P. Weatherford, Jr., Oral History Interview,
Independence, Mo,., June 11, 1976, by J.R. Fuchs, HSTL, pp.
33-4., '

8"yan Horn Road To Be Opened at 42 Foot Width," Examiner
(January 12, 1946), p. 1, Mid-Continent Public Library, North
Branch, Independence, Mo,

9Ibid., "Protest A Change To Truman Road,”™ Examiner
(February 16, 1946), p. 1.

lOIbid., "Van Horn Road Is Truman Road In Independence,"”
Examiner (November 30, 1948), p. 1; and The Truman Road Story.,
sponsored by Women's Truman Democratic Club of Missouri, Inc.,
(Kansas City, Kansas: Lane Printing Co., 1952}, p. 7,
folder-Jackson County History, Research Room Vertical File,
HSTL.
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licharles S. Stevenson, "Mayor Van Horn Never Given
Credit For 'Saving' City," Jackson County Historical Society
Journal (April-May-June 1983), p. 10, White House Scrapbooks
(misfiled), HSTL.

12Cockre11, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman,” p. 41.

13Rrobert p. Weatherford, Jr., Oral History Interview,
Independence, Mo., June 11, 1976, by J.R. Fuchs, HSTL, pp.
35-6-

14“Open Truman Rd.Bids On Feb. 27," Examiner (February
10, 1953), p. 1, folder-Truman, Harry S Jan.-March 1953,

Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

15%pormer President Truman Makes His Birthday Just
'Routine Day'," Examiner (May 8, 1953), p. 1, Mid-Continent
Public Library, North Branch, Independence.

16n7ruman Home Isolated By Work On Road," Examiner
(December 15, 1953), p. 6, Mid-Continent Public Library, North
Branch, Independence.

17nrruman Road Is Dedicated With A Ribbon-Cutting and
Luncheon," Examiner (December 16, 1953), p. 1, Mid-Continent
Public Library, North Branch, Independence.

18"Mr, Truman Almost A Victim Of One-Way Traffic
Change-Over," Examiner (February 10, 1954), p. 1, Mid-Continent
Public Library, North Branch, Independence.

19"City Asks For 2-Way Truman Rd,, Examiner (June 20,
1961), p. 1; and, Robert P. Weatherford, Jr., Oral History
Interview, Independence, Mo., June 11, 1976, by J.R. Fuchs,
HSTL, pP. 37. The city lost further Bureau of Public Roads
funds because of the breached contract,
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Teleghone

Telephone service first came to the North Delaware Street
neighborhood in 1896.1 Jackson County was served by a dual
system, the Bell Telephone Company and the Independence Home
Telephone Company. The later became the second telephone
company in Independence when the city granted a concession to
J.S. Haley to erect telephone poles and wires on May 2, 1903.2
Each company was independent of the other and, therefore,
incapable of connecting with the other's system. During the
Trumans' courtship, Harry Truman would call "64", the number of
the Gates house on North Delaware Streef, on the Home system
from his Grandview farm.3 There is evidence, however, that the

Gates house had both Home and Bell telephone service.?

Neither the Bell nor Home system was especially reliable
in their infant days. Customers had to go through an operator
and endure long waits after which it was not uncommon to get
the wrong number or be cut-off. Direct dialing did not come
until after World War I.> By that time, Bell Telephone Company
had become dominant in Jackson County. By March 1918, 219

North Delaware was served only by the Bell system.6

According to Margaret Truman, from her earliest recollec-

tions (late 1920s), only two telephones were present in her
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fahily home through the presidential period. The telephones,
both of which were the upright post variety, were 1ocatéd
beneath the first floor stairs and in the Trumans' second floor
bedrocom. The upstairs telephone number was 1523J while the
number downstairs was 1523W. Although different, "it didn't
make any difference with the W and the J because if you
answered one you could hear everything that was said on the
other one.... They both rang; when you called one, they both

rang."7

When the First Lady, daughter Margaret, and Mrs. Madge
Wallace returned to Independence for the summer in early June
1945, the President was unable to call them as he would later
come freguently to do. The telephone there had apparently been
changed to & new, unlisted number. 1In a June 7 letter, he
sheepishly explained to Mrs. Truman, "I lost the phone number

you gave me by putting it where I could find it."8

During the Truman presidency, to guard against any chance
of illegal telephonic eavesdropping, a special telephone was
installed next to thé telephone adjacent to the stairway.
Providing a direct link either to the White House or any other
place in the world, the special telephone operated with a
"scrambler” which ensured that no third party listening in

could understand the conversation. On one occasion, President
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Truman c¢alled his family during the Potsdam Conference using

the "scrambler" telephone system.9

With the return of the Secret Service in December 1965,
additional telephones were installed.10 a phone was put in the
library and the kitchen. The kitchen phone was equipped with a
jack which permitted it to be plugged into a similar jack on
the back porch in the summertime, or taken upstairs and used in
the Trumans' bedroom where the old telephone had been removed.
After President Truman's death, the telephone by the stairs was
removed and another telephone with a long cord was put in the

first floor bedroom for Mrs, Truman's use.ll

TeleEhone

lElizabeth Pakton Forsling, "Remembering Delaware
Street," Jackson County Historical Society Journal, vol. III,
No. 8 (May 1962), p. 11, as appended to Sue Gentry, Oral
History Interview, August 30, 1971, by Dr. Philip C. Brooks,
HSTL., Mrs. Forsling was a childhood friend of Mrs. Bess
Wallace Truman and sister of Mary Paxton Keeley.

2"Independence Home Telephone Company,™ Ordinance No.
1769, Revised Ordinances of Independence, Missouri, 1910,
Compiled, Arranged, and Indexed by Allen C. Southern and John
H. Hardin (Independence: The Examiner Printing Company, 1911},
p. 300, Office of the City Clerk.

3Robert H. Ferrell, Dear Bess: The Letters From Harry
to Bess Truman, 1910 to 1959 (New York: W.W. Norton and
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Company, 1983), pp. 45; 119. The letter from Harry Truman to
Bess Wallace was dated March 12, 1913.

41biqd., p. 86. In a letter to Bess Wallace dated June
18, 1912, Harry Truman wrote that while he was in Kansas City.,
he tried to call her seven times--six times on the Home and
once on the Bell systems. '

51bid., p. 45.

6Ibid., P. 252, The letter from Mr. Truman was dated
March 21, 1918. Truman had called his fiancee at 5 a.m. that
day from the Rock Island Railroad depot in the Armourdale
District of Kansas City, Kansas. He was on a troop train en
route from Fort Lawton, Oklahoma, to New York City, and then on
to the Western Front in France. He related how he had to
search frantically for a Bell phone, Apologizing for the early
hour, he wrote: "I am sorry to have disturbed your mother but
I hope she'll forgive me this time."

Tcockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 46.
81bid., p. 515.

"Smithsonian World: Transcript of Margaret TPruman's
Tour of the Truman Home in Independence, Missouri, and
Interview with David McCullough on November 19, 1983,"
Typewritten transcript, p. 46.

10Robert w, Phillips, "Truman Trips Recalled By Personal
Aide," Kansas City Star (October 1, 1973), p. 1, folder-West-
wood, Mike, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

llCockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 46.
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Carriage House/Barn

The carriage house, which measures 32.7 by 24.3 feet, has
always been known to the Gates/Wallace/Truman family as "the
barn."™ 1Its construction date is unknown, but its.heavy timber
construction suggests that the barn served as a support

building for the original Gates house.l

Photographs of Bess Wallace and her family on the rear
lawn in 1904 reveal the barn in the background. A wooden ramp
leads from the gravel drive into the barn's interior and two
large, sliding barn doors are on the north (front) facade. The
color of the barn appears to be light gray with dark trim,
colors which match those of the main house at this time period

(See Figures 54, 55, and 56).

In the first decade of the century, the barn housed George

P. Gates's carriage. Whether a horse was kept there is not

known.

By 1914, the barn had been converted into a garage to
shelter the Gates automobile. Another vehicle it sheltered was
the 1911 Stafford that Harry Truman purchased in 1914, Driving
from his Grandview farm to see Bess Wallace, Truman parked it

in the barn next to Mr, Gates's automobile.? The second garage
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FIGURE 54
Truman Library Photo Archives, 82-59-76
Barn, Trellis, and Outbuilding

Circa 1904

Evidence of a small outbuilding to the east of the barn
can be seen. The existence of an outbuilding is verified by
the 1907 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map (See Appendix). The picket
fence surrounding the garden and grazing area is also visible.
From Left to Right: Bess Wallace, Nellie Noland, Frank

Wallace, Ethel Noland, Fred Wallace (child), and Will Boger.
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FIGURE 55
Truman Library Photo.Archives, 82-59-99
Backyard/Barn Detail (1)

Circa 1904

Bess Wallace stands in the backyard of 219 North Delaware.
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FIGURE 56
Truman Library Photo Archives, 66-277
Backyard/Barn Detail (2)

Circa 1904

Group on lawn of the Gates house, Left to Right: Fred
Wallace, Ethel Noland, Nellie Noland, Frank Wallace, Bess

Wallace {(eating watermelon), George Wéllace, and Will Boger.

Source: Noland Papers.
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building immediately east of the barn was built in 1922 for

Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace's Essex.3

In early October 1939, the barn received a new roof,

installed by someone other than the family's handyman.4

During the presidential era, when the Secret Service was
charged with protecting the First Family, the west side of the
barn, which was used as a garage by both the Truman and two
Wallace families, was converted into what originally was
intended to be a temporary operating station. The Secret
Service continued to use the barn even when the small security

booth was built adjacent to the barn in late'1945.6

In the 1950s when the property underwent modernization,
the renovation of the old barn was proposed to the Trumans.
The deterioration of the long neglected structure concerned the
couple. In the mid-1950s, carpenter Charles E. Anderson
offered to work on the barn. He proposed raising the structure
off its stone foundation and repair or replace it with
concrete, He also offered to replace the sections of rotted
wood., In their discussions, both Mr. and Mrs., Truman stressed
their preference of preserving the original appearance of the
structure in any improvement work done. With the renovations

in the house taking top priority, carpentry work on the barn
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was cancelled. Mr. Truman informed Anderson that he could not

afford it.’

Anderson did do a small amount of work on the barn,
however., On January 9, 1956, he installed the weathervane atop
the cupola.8 On April 30, 1956, some repairs were done on the

weathervane.9

A fire took place at some unknown time in the barn.
Evidence of charred timbers can be seen in the interior
southwest corner. The second level loft, full of cut wood
boards and packing crates from the White House, is accessible
only by crude boards nailed into an inside wall. Two windows

on the west wall have been boarded-up.

Carriage House/Barn

1A1though the 1868 "Bird's Eye View Map of Independence"
does not show the barn, it could have been built shortly
afterwards or in the 1870s. The Sentinel article discussing
the construction of the Gates mansion does not mention the
barn.

2Mrs. H.H. (Ardis) Haukenberry, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983,

3Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983.

4robert Ferrell, Dear Bess (New York: W.W. Norton and
Company, 1983), p. 424. The letter, from Washington, D.C., was
dated October 9, 1939. Truman wrote: "Glad you roofed the
barn. Hope Frank didn't take it too hard." Frank Wallace was
not the likely person who would do this work. However,
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according to Margaret Truman's Souvenir, the family's handyman
at this time is referred to as "old Frank.”

5Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margarét
Truman," p. 34.

bBess Furman, "Independent Lady From Independence," New
York Times Magazine (June 9, 1946), pp. 20; 47.

Tcharles E. Anderson, Interview, Independence, Mo., June
20' 19830 ’

8Invoice, Anderson to Harry S Truman, January %, 1956,
folder-Truman, Harry S, Misc. Work, Personal Work Files of
Charles E. Anderson, Holden, Mo. No material costs were
included.

21bid., invoice, April 30, 1956.
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Domestic Help

Like most of their neighbors, the Gates always had
domestic servants; all of whom were Afro-Bmericans. Black
women did all the .cooking and cleaning work at the house. The
common practice was for the cook to come to the house before
each meal, prepare the food, and then go back to her own home
taking all the left-overs with her. This arrangement kept the
cost of having a cook minimal.l The large force of black
domestics lived in three segregated areas of Independence.
Those who worked in the Delaware Street area lived in the
section known as "The Neck." The Neck was adjacent to McCauley
Park (at the termination of North Delaware Street and the
present location of the Truman Library) and the commuter train

station to Sugar Creek and Kansas City.2

Miss Vietta Garr, who was also black, began working for
Madge Wallace in 1929 and stayed with the family until she
retired in the early 1970s. Vietta Garr went with the Trumans
and Madge Wallace when they moved to Washington, but quit her
job for a short time when the family went back to Washington in
late 1944, She was rehired in the summer of 1945 and went with

the family to the White House in the fall.S3

When the Trumans came back to Independence in 1953, they
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found themselves the "subject of gossip" and hard to obtain

domestic help. Mr. Truman wrote in Mr, Citizen:

We found it difficult to get domestic help--help
that would, as my mother used to say, "keep their
mouths shut when they ought to."

We are of the old fashioned cult that believes
in home privacy, and we would much rather do the
things that need to be done in the home ourselves
than have someone around who will go out and gossip
about it.

Most of the people who worked for us before we
went to the White House were no longer physically
able to do steady work when we returned home. But
we got along reasonably well. We have two or three
people come in once or twice a week to clean up and
help Mrs. Truman get things arranged so that the
house runs almost exactly as it used to.

A 1961 article revealed the small scope of the domestic staff

and the former President's own household chores:

The Trumans live in comfort but no elegance.
They prefer it that way. They prefer their privacy
to a large domestic staff. Thus, they have only
one regular in help--a cook--and the occasional use
of a gardener.

In the division of labor at the Truman home, the
former President lugs out ashes, hauls in firewood,
helps with the dishes, moves furniture when the
"boss" decides on a new arrangement and, because he
rises earlier than anybody, frequently makes his
own breakfast.

After the death of Mr. Truman, when Bess Wallace Truman

lived at 219 North Delaware alone, the domestic staff remained
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small, supplemented only by nurses who came regularly to check

on the former First Lady. 1In 1978, Mrs. Truman had the
full-time services of a companion, Mrs. Valerie LaMere, who

helped her care for the household and pay the bills.®

Domestic Help

lMary Paxton Keeley, Oral History Interview, Columbia,
Mo., July 12, 1966, by J.R. Fuchs, HSTL, pp. 49-50.

2Elizabeth Paxton Forsling, "Remembering Delaware
Street," Jackson County Historical Society Journal, Vol. III,
No. 8 (May 1962), p. 11, appended to Sue Gentry, Oral History

Interview, Independence, Mo., August 30, 1971, by Dr. Philip C.
Brooks, HSTL,

3vpruman's Cook Is Doubtful,"” New York Sun (June 1,
1945); "First Lady Back to White House," Examiner (September
26, 1945), p. 1l; and "Mrs. Truman Attends Services For Family
Cook," Kansas City Star (January 6, 1974), p. 8B,
folder-Truman, Harry S Family Cook (Miss Vietta Garr), Research
Room Vertical File, HSTL. Vietta Garr died December 31, 1973,
having served the Truman family as cook and maid for nearly
half a century. She died after suffering critical burns
November 1, 1973, at her home when her dress caught fire from a
kitchen stove burner.

4Harry S Truman, Mr. Citizen {New York: Popular
Library, 1953), p. 56.

55aul Pett, "To Harry Truman Folksy Living Is a Joy,"
Kansas City Star (August 27, 1961), p. 10F, folder-Truman,
Harry S July-Sept. 1961, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL.

®vBess Truman: A Life Portrait; Phase V: Living
Alone," Examiner (October 18, 1982), p. 6B.
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Moving From 219 North Delaware?

The guestion of the Trumans moving from their home either
to a permanent location in Independence, Washington, D.C., oOr

elsewhere has surfaced a number of times.

Upon the death of George Porterfield Gates in June 1918,
Bess Wallace mentiocned in a letter to her fiance fighting in
France that she was considering moving to a smaller house.
Harry Truman responded, "I do wish I could be there to help you
decide whether you'd stay in a huge house or a small one. It

wouldn't take me two minutes to decide."1

During their first year of marriage, Truman attempted to
buy a house for himself and his new bride. Fifteen years later
he wrote, "My 1920 experience buying a house almost made a

coward out of me...."2

In 1935, the Trumans discussed the possibility of building
their own house in Washington to escape the inconvenience of

apartment living. Truman wrote to his wife:

I'd like very much to build the house and we'll
look it over when I get home. But you know a house
said to cost $8,500 will cost $10,500 and it is
necessary to have a lot clear--and one where we'd
want to be will cost $2,500 anyway. So you can see
how it piles up. There would be at least $2,000 or
$2,500 in furniture too.
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In the last weeks of the Truman Presidency, family lawyer
Rufus Burrus believed that the family might want to relocate
into a more modern, spacious home. Burrus and an Independence
realtor, apparently acting without the consent of the
President, found a large home on a sizeable piece of land on
the "northern edge of town." He informed the President that it
could be purchased at a bargain price. Truman said that 219
North Delaware was "a comfortable place to be," and, in
response to buying the other residence, said, "No. It sure is

a good price, but I've got all the property that I can care

take of right now. "4

The Trumans did return to the house on North Delaware to
live together nearly 20 years in retirement. Speculation abéut
moving to the East was rampant, especially during the spring of
1953, Press reports ranged from Harry and Bess Truman
searching for a Park Avenue apartment in New York City to
bidding for a 54-acre estate in Connecticut. The former

President consistently denied the reports.5

Moving From 219 North Delaware?

lrobert H. Ferrell, Dear Bess (New York: W.W. Norton
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and Company, 1983), p. 267. The letter was postmarked in
France, July 31, 1918.

2Ibid., p. 371. The letter was postmarked Washington,
b.C., July 12, 1935.

31bid.

4Rufus Burrus, Interview, Independence, Mo., July 22,
1983.

SRobert Conway, "Trumans Eye A 500G Conn. Estate," New
York Daily News ({March 19, 1953); and, "Truman Denies Seeking A
Home on Park Ave.," New York World-Telegram (March 18, 1953),
folder-Homes~-HST, Research Room Vertical File, HSTL. The
reports were fueled by the belief that the couple wanted to be
near their daughter whose singing career centered in the New
York area. Also, it was believed Mr. Truman wanted to consult
with Henry S. Luce, publisher of Time, Life, and Fortune
magazines, to which Truman had sold the rights to his memoirs.
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Animals at 219 North Delaware

Before her marriage, Bess Wallace had a dog named "“Gypsy"
which was allowed free roam of the neighborhood. Of unknown
breed, the dog was long legged and tan colored.l Bess Wallace
also had_calico chickens, a number of which died from the cool
spring weather of 1911.,2 The animals probably were housed in

one of the small outbuildings which appear on the 1907 Sanborn

Map.

As late as the 1910s, the Gates had one milk cow which was
kept in a shed on the property. Lot 1, where the Wallace
brothers' homes were later built, partially servea as a pasture
area for the cow. George Wallace, whose duty it was to milk
the cow, unaffectionately referred to it as "Susie pamn.,"3
City personal property tax records for the mid to late 1890s

reveal Gecrge P. Gates not only owned a cow, but he had a horse

as well.4

An ordinance "restraining all kinds of stock from running
at large within the city limits" was passed by the Board of
Aldermen on August 25, 1884. Cattle, horses, mules, donkeys,
sheep, and goats were listed as public nuisances and prohibited
from roaming at large. If observed running free, the animal's

owner could be fined from $5 to $10, and the City Marshall was
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directed to impround the animal until the fine was satisfied.5

Before she was 10 years old, Margaret Truman had two
1ll-fated episodes with pets. On one cold winter night, the
girl left her goldfish bowl on the rear porch next to the
cistern. The following morning the unfortunate goldfish was
frozen solid in its bowl. Margaret also had a "little white
dog" which her mother continuously admonished her to take care
of or she would give it away. Bess Truman's warnings wenf
unheeded and the dog was soon given to a family on a nearby

farm.6

"Mike," an Irish Setter and the official White House pet,
was an April 1945 gift to Margaret Truman from Robert "Tom"
Hannegan, former Chairman of the Democratic National Committee
and Postmaster General during the Truman administration. Mike
arrived in Independence for the first time on June 2, 1945, to
"a new gleaming white kennel with his name lettered above the
door" on the rear lawn.’ Mike was shipped back to Washington,
D.C., and his White House enclosure after on1§ two months; he
consistently slipped out of his harness and roamed free
throughout the Independence neighborhood.8 Mike never
returned. The spirited dog was given away to a man in Virginia

who raised bird dogs.
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Many different kinds of animals have made 219 North
Delaware their unauthorized home. Sguirrels fleeing from dogs
frequently darted behind the fragile porch skirting to escape.
The resulting damage required continuous latticework
maintenance, Birds of all kinds have taken up residence in the
attic as did a raccoon in the 1960s. The raccoon made a
shambles out of two century-old featherbeds before it was
discovered and evicted.’ Mrs. Truman demanded that the Secret
Service men take the raccoon alive. The directive caused the
agents much grief as the animal became guite vicious during its
pursuit.le The family waged a continuous war with pigeons who
enjoyed building nests under the eaves. Men were hired

periodically to shoot the pests and remove their nests,ll

George P. Wallace claimed that he once saw a snake in his
northwest second floor bedroom (the Truman dressing room). The

reptile apparently slithered up from a hole in the floor-
boards.12

Animals at 219 North Delaware

ers. H.H. (Ardis) Haukenberry, Interview, Independence,
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Mo., June 14, 1983.

2Rrobert H. Ferrell, Dear Bess (New York: W.W. Norton

and Company, 1983), pp. 31; 35. The letters are dated May 3
and 17, 1911,

3Mrs, George P, (May} Wallace, Interview, Independence,
Mo., June 14, 1983.

dassessor's Book of Real Estate, Independence, Missouri,
for Year 1894; 1895; 1896; 1897; and 1898, City of
Independence, Limestone Storage Facility, 16400 West Truman
Road. City tax records exist as early as 1894 only.

5"An Ordinance Restraining all kinds of stock from
running at large within the city limits," No. 64, approved
August 25, 1884, Record Book of Ordinances, City of
Independence, Book B, pp. 136-7, Office of the City Clerk.

6Cockrell, "Oral History Interview with Margaret
Truman," p. 30.

7“Margaret Truman's Irish Setter Is First At Summer
White House," Examiner (June 2, 1945), p. 1, Mid-Continent
Public Library, North Branch, Independence.

8Ibid., "First Lady Off For White House," Examiner

(August 8, 1945), p. 1. See also, Cockrell, "Oral History
Interview with Margaret Truman," p. 30.

JRobert Sanders, Interview, Independence, Mo., June 30,
1983,

10Mrs, Elizabeth Safly, Research Room Librarian, Harry
S. Truman Library.

llgobert Sanders, Interview, Independence, Missouri,
June 30, 1983.

12yrg, George P. (May) Wallace, Interview at 219 North
Delaware, July 20, 1983.
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Sanborn Maps
Independence, Missouri -- vicinity of 219 North Delaware.

*  September 1907
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*  August 1926

* pugust 1926 (Corrected to 1949)
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GALLUP’S ATLAS OF INDEPENDENCE MISSOURI

‘Published by Gallup Map and Supply Company,
Kansas City, Missouri

No Date. (circa 1925~1940)

(Jackson County Historical Society, Independence, Missouri)
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Enlargement of the North Delaware Street neighborhood (1868).

The 1867 Gates house is directly across the street fram the church
which is nmbered fourteen (14).
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Deed Record Book 29, Page 316
Jackson County, Missouri

Know a1l men by these present that we James T. Thornton and
Thornton his wife of the City of Independence in the County

of Jackson and State of Missouri for and in consideration of the Sum of
one dollar to the Said James T. Thornton in hand paid by the City of
Independence in Said County of Jackson the receipt of which is hereby
acknowledged also the further consideration of extending Delaware Street
as now projected on McCauleys addition to said City of Independence through
part of Lot 3 in Moores addition to Said ity South to Rock Street in Said
City, do by these present remise, release and forever quit claim unto Said
City of Independence and its assigns so much of the West Side of Lot Number
three in Said Moores Addition to the Said City of Independence as lies in
Delaware Street as extended from McCauleys addition through said Moores
addition to said Rock Street. Given under our hands and seals this 14th
day of May AD 1858.

Jas. T. Thornton

- (Recorded October 30, 1858)
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Deed Record Book 52, Page 210
Jackson County, Missouri

James G. English and wife
To
George P. Gates

Need

Know all men by these presents that we James f. English and
Mary E. English his wife of the County of New Haven in the State of
Connecticut for and in consideration of the sum of seven hundred dollars
to us paid by George P. Gates of the County of Jackson in the State of
Missouri the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged do grant bargain sell
and convey unto him the said George P. Gates his heirs and assigns the
following described lots or parcels of Tand situate in the City of
Independence in the County of Jackson and State of Missouri viz,

Lot No. two {2) in James F. Moores addition to the City of
Independence and Lot No. three {3} in said James F. Moores addition to
said City excepting that part of said lot No. three deeded by James T.
Thornton to the City of Independence May 14th 1858 for the purpose of
opening Delaware street.

To have and to hold the premises above described and granted

with all the privileges thereby belonging unto him the said George P. Gates
his heirs and assigns forever.and I the said James G. English for myself
my heirs executors and administrators covenant with the said George P. Gates
his heirs and assigns forever warrant and defend the title to said premises
against the lawful claims of all persons whomscever. In testimony whereof
we the said James G. English and Mary E. his wife by one attorney in fact
WiTliam Chrisman under and by virtue of the authority contained in a |
certain Tetter of attorney dated the 15th day of September AD 1866 and duly
recorded in the Recording Office for Jackson County Missouri hereby sub-
scribed our names and affixed our seals the 20th day of June 1867.

James G. English

Mary E. English

By their Atty. in fact William Chrisman
(Recorded June 21, 1867)
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Deed Record Book 52, Page 273
Jackson County, Missouri
Q C Deed

P. Roberts
Geo P. Gates

Know all men by these presents that I, Preston Roberts, for and
in consideration of one dollar in hand paid the receipt whereof is hereby
acknowledged do by these presents sell remise and forever quit claim unto
George P. Gates his heirs and assigns all my right title and interest in
and to the following Real Estate lying in the City of Independence County

of Jackson State of Missouri to wit

Lot No. 2 in James F. Moores addition to the City of Independence
and Lot 3 in said Moores addition to said City excepting that part of said
Lot No. 3 deeded by James T. Thornton to the City of Independence May 14th

1858 for the purpose of opening Delaware Street.

To have and to hold the interest hereby conveyed to the said
George P. Gates to his heirs and assigns forever, In Testimony whereof &

hereunto set my hand and seal this 1st day of July 1867.

P. Roberts

(Recorded July 8, 1867)
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Deed Record Book 74, Page 454
Jackson Cnunty, Missouri

F.F. Yeager
To
George P. Gates

WARRANTY DEED

Know all Men by these Presents, That Frederick F. Yeager and
Susan M. Yeager his wife of the County of Jackson in the State of Missouri
have this day, for and in consideration of the sum of Eight hundred Dollars
to the said Frederick F. Yeager in hand paid, by fGeorge P. Gates of the
County of Jackson in the State of Missouri granted, bargained and sold,
and by these presents do GRANT, BARGAIN and SELL unto the ‘said George
P. Gates the following described tracts or parcels of land situate in the
County of Jackson in the State of Missouri: That is to say, Lots numbered
one (1) and twelve (12) in Moores addition to the City of Independence,
Missouri, the above consideration is secured by note of this date due in
(i11egible) and said Yeager retains the venders Tien in said Tots until
said note and interest are paid.

To have and to hold the premises hereby conveyed, with all the
rights, privileges and appurtenances thereto belonging or in any wise
appertaining unto the said George P. Gates his heirs and assigns forever.
The said Frederick F. Yeager hereby covenanting to and with the said
George P. Gates and his heirs and assigns. for himself and his heirs,
executors and administrators, to wérrant and defend the title to the
premises hereby conveyed, against the claim of every person whatsoever.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, we have hereunto subscribed gur names and
affixed our seals this Second day of November AD 1868.

Frederick F. Yeager
S. Yeager
(Recorded November 7, 1868)

The venders lien herein retained (illegible} Deeds (illegible)

charged and I acknowledge satisfaction in full. Given under my hand this
23rd May 1870.

F.F. Yeager
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Missourl, do hereby make, declare and publish this, my last ¢

3
Q"

I, George P, Gates, of Independence, Jackson County,:3

will and testament, hereby revoking all former wills and
‘testamentary‘dispositionsqwhich I have heretofore made.

Item 1. I desire that all of my Jjust-debts be
pald out of the funds of my cstate, by my executors herecinafter
named.

Item 2, I hereby give, bequeath and devise td

Georse Walter Gates, Willlam Strother Vells and T. B. Wallace

Y R R

and to their suvccessors and assigns in trust all of my

property, both real and personal and mixed and wherever B

situated to be by them held, managed and disposed of as -

trustees as hereinafter designated and appointed.

| Item 3. I have heretofore given or advanced or ' -~ ;

loaned to my children and to the husbands of gome of my

daughters various sums of money. For soume of the moneys so =

advanced or loaned I have taken notes. It is my will and -

desirs that all obligations growing out of such gifts,

advancements and loans shall be cancelled; and that my -

children shall, subject to the provision hereinafter made

for my wife, Elizabeth Gates, share equally in the benefits =

of whatever ectate I may die possessed’of, wéthout charging -

them vwith s«id advancements and gifts or enforcing payment of

such obligations, I have heretofore had in mind the setting -

apart for the benefit of my son, Frank E. Gates, of the income

of certain shares of stock in the wagoner Gates ¥illing Compaﬁy =

and in the Hero Mining Company, and have endorsed over but -

not delivered the certificates representing sald shafes. |
-~

392



I have now decided not to set apart to my son, Frank E. Gales
the saild shares of stoclk, Lhut Lo make pfovision for him
equally with my other children as hereinafter‘ﬁrovided. The
cancellation of the obligutions of my son, Frank, for moneys
herztofore advanced to him as hereinbefore provided, is,upon
condition that he execute and deliver to me or to my
executors any and all transfers or assignments, if any are
necessary, to legally re-invest the title to the same in me
or my estate.

Item 4, The legal title to all ofmy property,
real and.personal and mixed, shall vest in said trustees and
their successors in trust, with full pover, as thelr
discretion may dictate, to sell any or all of my real
estate, and execute and delliver conveyances of the same,
and re-invest the proceeds to be by them held under the
terms and provisicns of the trust hereinafter déclared; and
said power of sale shall also include sales made for purposes
of divislon. The trustees chall have power to sell any of
the verscral estate. But it is my wish that the shareg of
stock in the Waggoner-Gates Milling Company, and in the Bank
of Incependence, and in the Hero Mining Company be held intact
by the trustees until the terminaticn of the Lrusf, unless
circumstances sﬁould arise making it necessary or advisable
in the judgment of the trustees to sell said shares or any of
them, in which latter event the trusteeashall have power to
sell said shares or any of them, and re-invest the proceeds
to be lield by them under the terms and provisions of this

trust. Upon termination of the trust, the trustees shall

have Lhe pover to sell any or all property necessary to make
final distribution among the beneficiaries,
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Item 5. The said trustiees shall hold and manage
said trust estate and receive the income thereof, and after
paying taxes and the expenses of maintenance and of
administering the same, pay over the net in;ome therecof. as
follews:

To my wife, Elizabeth Gates, during her llfe time
in 1lieu of dower, one ihird thereof,

To my son, George Waller Gates, and in case of
his death to his heirs at law, two fifteenths thereof,

To my son, Frank E. Gates, and in case of his
death to his heirs at law, two fifteenths thereof,

To my daughter, Madge Wallace, and in case of
her death to her heirs at law, two fifteenths tlhereof,

To my daughter, Haud Louise Wells,and in case of
her death to her heirs at law, two fifteenths thereof,

To my daughter, Myra VWallace, and in case of her
death, to her heirs at law, two filteenths thereof,

| After the death of my wife, Elizabeth Gates,
whethsr she survive me or not, the one phird of the net income
of said estate herctofore direcved to be paid to her shall
.be paid over in equal parts to my chrildren, and case of
the deatih of any of them, the heirs of such as are deceased
to recelive the part which otherwise vwould go to ithe deceased.

Item 6, The trust hereinbefore created aﬁd
‘declared shall continue and remain in fofce during the life
of my wife, Elizabeth Gates, and for such lengtl of time
tiiereafter, not exceeding twenty years, from tlhie date of tnis

instrument as the trustees or their successors may deleimine,

394
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F4
it being my will and desire that at any time after the death
of my wife, Elizabeth Gales, the sald trustees or their
sbeecessors in trust may in their discretion elect to
terminale said trust, ‘“hen saild trust'is‘terminated egual
division of my estate shall be made among my children,
nanely, George Walter Gates, Frank E. Gates, Madge Wallace,
Maud Louise Viells and Myra Wallace. 1In case of the death
of any of my said children prior to szid firal distribution
the one fifth interesf nf said deceased child shall be
given to his o1 her heirs at law.

Item 7. In case of the death or resignation of
one or more of scld trustees, successors shall be appointed
by the Circuit Court of Jackson County sitting at Indepeudence.
The sald trustees shall act without a bond and without
corpensation. In carrying out the provisions of the trust
"hereby dreated, a majority of the trustees shall control the
action of the trusiees; any act required to be done by said
trustees including deeds of conveyance shall be valid if
executed by tﬁo of their number.
Item 8., I her:sby appeoint William Stfother Wells
and T. B. Wallace execuiors of this will without bond,
with authority to close up said estate in the Probate Court of
Jaclkison County, within the.time'allowed by law and upon
final settlement the estate shall be turned over to the

trusieces herctofore appointed.

Witness my hand at Independence, Missouri, this

/?bcf; of [,VL@V,JZ 1916,

&L,

&y
&y
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——
The forefoing instrument was this 4’2 day of

1916, signed and declared by George P.

Gates to be his last will and testatemi in the presence of

us, who at his request and in his presence and in the presence

of each other, have subscribed our namcs as witnesses thereto.
M@é ’

Dated,

Indepdndence, Missouri.

0 Foss e evc, o ﬁw
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1, George P. Gates of Independence, Jagkson County, )
Missouri, do hereby make, declare and publish this codicil to E
my last will and testament rade by me on the 19th day of June, g
1916; the former codicil to said will having been heretofore

by me revoked‘and destroyed.

Item 1. I hereby except and reserve from the bequests

and devises to the trustees named in said will and from the
trust by said will created the sum:of Fifteen Thousqnd Dollars

to be proviced or raised by said execulors out of my césh on

hand or such property of my estate as in their judgment can be
conveniently converted into money without sacrifice or detriment
to saild estate and a power of sale &€ hereby given said executors
for sald purpose,

Item 2. Out of said sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars
so reserved, I give and bequeath as a special legacy the sum of
Ten Thousand Dollars td my daugher, Maud Louise Welis, and also
as aspecial legacy the sum of Five Thousand Dollars to my daughter
Myra %allace, The sald legacies to be in addition to thé’dne-
fifth part of‘each of saicd daughters in the trust estate vested
in sald trustees, |

Item 3, The said executors are hereby directed to ﬁay
saii legacies before final settlement by them of said estate and
before turning over the trust estate to said trustees.

Item 4. The terms and provisions of my saild will
relating to s:.id trust estate, the management and administration
thereof by said trustees and the provisions relating to the
division of sald trust estate including the ircome theréof,
are not hereby modified or altered but are hereby expressly
confirmed; and the proportionaﬂé shares of my children In said
trust estate shall remain the same as in said will set forth;

~
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#2 : ;
it being myintention by this codicil to alter said will only so o
far as to provide the two special legacies hereinfore set = -

out and to bequeath the sume to my said daughters in addition
to their shares in the trust estate,

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand at

Independence, Missouri, this 23?.
& | a/@
A T (7 .

The-foregoihg instrument of writing was signed by

-
George P. Gates and declared by him to be a codicil 1o his last
will and testatment made by him on the 19th day of June, 1916,
[ ]
in the presence of us and we, at his reguest, and hn his presence
and in the prescnce of each other, havé heretoc se¢t our names ' -
as witnesses tihis ;l::"day of November, 1916.
-
Of Indepéddence, MisSouri.
-
g. 7. &@Mg, |
Of Independence, Missouri, -
-
-
-
. N
-
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I, Elizabeth Gntes, of Indepcadq-nee, Juckoon County,

[

igcouri, do hereby malle tnd publish this, my lust will and
tectement. | |

Item 1., A1l of my properiy of which I may diz
ozsesuod e, I give to my con, Irack &. Sutes, for life; in

t-act, heunver, to usc llie inron- tre—cefl, for hip nuintenwaze

ond conmfort, and if it should becowe vosliiry Doomoy wie So

=

el oof tin princiral Tund s may be regquired for Lids

me iatennne il coafort,  The remeindsr ofter his death to o in

ceath of eany of thue lutter, lits or hor oihire shiall boleng 4
Lhis or her heirs ot Juw,

R . T vy - .'1%
e U I hereby woponint ,ngai:;%}ZZé?ﬁz,eﬂ<;%

“»Somy cxooltlor.,

In witaeos Vihered I owove hereonto et my Lond ol

lioomoadrnee, Wisoeun i, i é?g duy ool 626747¢%,y, 191;7

The foregoing inu 2t the ¢zte thereof

irned nnd deeclorced by ths ruid Zlizeleth Goles 1o be her 1locd

s P T R : P e -~ + N R
will end tootomeol 1o the rrecoence of ws, who at bher roguect
. T e PR AN - - L - ~ e T T
DG NL S T T, Wia 1 the presencoe ol enchi ollor hive
. -

SULSBITIL R car Lo o o witae IS 'é"i“"

£

Uf JILL Y

_4/’/7&%“4“

Zf Laderi nlend

4
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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF ' -

BESS WALLACE TRUMAN

I, BESS WALLACE TRUMAN, of Independence, Jackson County
Missouri, make, publish and declare this to be my last will and
testament, hereby revoking all former wills and codicils made by

ARTICLE L.

A. I begueath all of my Jewelry and clothing to r
daughter, MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL, if she survives me. -

B. My daughter, MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL, is the oW
of many of the contents in my home at 219 North Delaware, Indepen
dence, Missouri.,. I bequeath all of the contents of my home, otheg:
than those specifically bequeathed in paragraph A of this Article |
and other than those contents owned by my said daughter, to THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA to be held and operated by it under the _
direction of the Archlivist of The United States 1n conjunction w:

the Harry S. Truman Library.

ARTICLE II . | - -

I devise any and all interest{ owned by me at the time o

4 my death in my residence at 219 North Delaware, Independence, -

Missouri,\énd in all real property adjoining my residence which

.passed. to me upon the death of my husband, HARRY S. TRUMAN) to TH:

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA to be held and operated by it under the m
direction of the Archivist of The United States in conjJunction wi
the Harry S. Truman Library, subject houwever to the provisioen tha
during the life of my daughter, MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL, the area
above the first floor of my residence shall not be available to t
public. My daughter, MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL, has participated irn
the activities of the Harry S. Truman Library and the Harry S.
Truman Library Instituyte. In this connection, I recommend that ™
Archivist of The United States permit her to cccupy my residence
one week of each calendar year during her lifetime.

L]
ARTICLE. III
A. I bequeath the sum of Five Thousand Dollars  w
($5,000) to TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, Independence, Missouri. '

B. I bequeath the sum of. Five Thousand Dollars

($5,000) to THE HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY INSTITUTE FOR NATIONAL AM
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

C., I bequeath the sum of Two Hundred Dollars (3206w
to each of ARLETTA BROWN, GERALDINE. PETERSON and EDWARD E. HOB2Y
who survives me and is in my employ at the time of my death.

ARTICLE IV
All of the rest, resldue and remalinder of oy 3pdyb¢uy,

whether real, personal or mixed, of whatever it may consist an
wherever it may be sltuated (including any property over wnich I



LAST WILL AND TESTAMEZNT OF 'BESS WALLACE TRUMAN - Page Two.

may at the time of my death have only a power of anpointment), I
devise and bequeath to my daughter, MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL, 1f she

survives me, but if she should not survive me then to her isaue
who survive me, per stirpes.

ARTICLE V.

L direct my executor to pay out of my residuary estate’

any and all estate’ and inheritance taxes that become payable by
reason of my death.

ARTICLE VI

My executor shall have all . of the powers conferred upon
it by law, and without limiting the same, but.in furtherance there
and in addition. thereto, I ‘authorize and empower my executor at ar .
time or times during the probate administration of my estate, in
its discretion, without procuring the authorization of. any court:.
to settle, compromise,. adjust, liquidate or release claims and det
in favor of or agalnst my estate; to retain any and all property-
owned by me at the time of my death; to manage,: invest and reinves
my estate in any manner my executor deems advisable; to borrow
money with or without giving security therefor, and to mortgage or
sell, or both, all or any part of the property, real, personal or.
mixed, constituting my estate, upon such terms and conditions and.
for such considerations as my executor may deem advisable, regard-
less of whether such borrowing, mortgaging or selling 1s necessary
for the payment of debts, .taxes or expenses of administration.

- | | ARTICLE VIT

I appoint UNITED MISSOURIBANK CF KANSAS CITY, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION, Kansas Clty, Missouri, to act. as executor of this wil.
and I request that no bond be required of said executor.

IN WITNESS. WHEREOF, I. have hereunto set my hand and seal
this _21st day of December: - ahl97lt

/3/ Bess Wallace Truman (SEA

‘The foregoing instrument., consisting of two (2) type--
written papges, was 1nitlaled on each page thereof with .the initlal
"B, W, T." by BESS WALLACE TRUMAN (a person known to us. to be of
sound mind), and. was by her signed, sealed, published and declared
to be her last will and testament, in our presence, and in the
presence of-each of us, and we, at the same time, at her reguest,
and in her presence, and in the presence of each other, have hcrc~
unto subscribed our names as attesting witnesses this 21st day of

December 197Q _

11800 E. 60th Ter.

/s/ Robert E. Lockwood Address KXansas City,Nﬁeiﬂéf%éé s
o TTis08TTBT St
/s/ Donald R. Argetsinger - - - . Address_Blue Springs, Mo. 64015

/s/ Arthur Mag Address__Kansas CithJ
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‘WALLACL TRUMAN (a pérson known to us to be of sound mind)

! ) FIRST CODICIL TO LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

j oFr

;E ' BESS WALLACE TRUMAN

-
j I, BESS WALLACE TRUMAN, of Independence, Jackson County.

‘Missouri, make, publish and declare this to be the first codicil cc

ilast will and testament executed December 21, 1974. -
Ii

i ITEM I

i

I I hereby amend Article IT of my said will to the extent
'canceling the followlng words in lines three and four of said
!Artlule Ir: "and in all real property adjoining my resdence whlcn i
.passed to me upon the death of my husband, HARRY S. TRUMAN.

|| I hereby add:the .following Article II-A to my said will,

nbe inserted immediately after: Article II of my said will and immedi:
{ately before Article III of my said. will:.

ITEM IXI.

-

1§ ARTICLE II+A. .. _ :

f! I devise.-any and all interest owned by me at - ™~
] " the time of my death in the East 57.09 feet of Lot 1,

B JAMES F. MOORE'S ADDITION, a subdivision.in Independence, ;
" Jackson County, Missouri, also known as 601 West Truman -
: Recad, to my daughter, MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL, if she

i survives me...

; ITEM IITI -
|

it

I hereby republish, ratify and confirm all of the terms ar
ﬁprOVlSlOnS of my said will as. amended and supplemenued by this firm
tcodicil thereto,

4
1

: IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and secal m

tthis 11  day of November - . 1976. .

| |

: | -
i /s/ Bess Wallace Truman - (SE
: The foregeoing instrument was signed and sealed by BESS =

and was L
‘her published and declared to be the' first codicil to her last. will .

and testament executed December 21, 1974, in our presence, and in th
presence of each of us, and we, at the same time, at her request-an’

iin her presence, and in.the presence of each other, have hereunto s.

;scribed our names as attesting witnesses this 11l

L B day of
' _November . 1976, o fﬁ -
/s/ Dbonald H. Chisholm Address__ Kensas.City, Mo. o -
/s/ Rufus Burrus addres Indcependence, Mo.
(2 TR B - e
/s/ Robert £, Lockwood ' Address  ¥ansas City,
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i SECOND CODICIL TO LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF

BESS WALLACE TRUMAN

:

I, BESS WALLACE TRUMAN, of Independence, Jackson County,
'Mlssourl, make, publish and declare this to be the second codicil to
my last will and testament executed December- 21, 1974.

| ITEM I

I hereby add the following sentences to the end of Article
:II of my said will:

The manner in which my residence is used by THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA under the direction of said Archivist
during. the life. of my daughter, MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL,
shall be approved in writing by my said daughter. In the
aevent any estate and. inheritance taxes are charged against
my estate as the result of the devise made under this .
Article II then THE UNITED STATES.OF AMERICA, beneficiary -
of: said devise, shall bear a ratable portion of said taxes.

ITEM II _

I hereby republish, ratify and confirm all of the terms an
provisions of my said will as amended and supplemented by the first
codicil thereto executed November 11, 1976, and as further amended a
supplemented by this second codicil thereto.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF,

I have hereunto set my hand and seal
this 3th day of May

, 1978.

/s/ Bess Wallace Truman {SEA

The foregoing instrument was signed and sealed Ly BESS
WALLACE TRUMAN {a person known to us to be of sound mind)} and was by
her published and declared to be the second codicil to her last will
. and testament executed Cécember 21, 1974, in our presence, and in th
. presence of each of us, and we, at the same time, at her request and
' in her presence, and in the presence of each other, have hereunto

IIitgﬂ;gcrlbed our names as attesting witnesses this Sth day of _ May _
/s/ Donald H. Chisholm Agdrjés Kansas City, Mo.

h/s/ Lewis S. Mohr Address  Kansas City, Mo.

c/s/ Loren G. Procter = Address Kansas City, Mo._
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RESIDENCES OF HARRY S, TRUMAN - 1884-1972

l. Lamar, Missouri (Barton County), 1884 85

2. Harrisonville, Missouri (Cass County), 1885

3. Farm southeast of Belton, Missouri (Cass County), 1885-87

4., Farm near Grandview, Missouri (Jackson County}, 1887-90 and 1906-1917.

5. 619 S, Crysler, Independence, Missouri (Jackson County) - Lots 4,5, 6 &
7 of Ott and Roberts Resurvey of Munn's Add., purchased Dec. 12,
1890-Later added Lots 32 and 33 {(July 11, 1892) - 1890-96.

6. 909 W. Waldo, Independence, Missouri - Lot 3, Woodland Place
Add. purchased Nov. 21, 1895 - 1896:- 1902

7. 902 N. Liberty, Independence, Missouri - Part of (John) Lewis
Add. north of Lot 22 - 1902

8. 2108 Park, Kansas City, Missouri {Jackson County), 1902-1905

9. 2650 E. 29th Street, Kansas City, Missouri - 1905 (?)

10, 1314 Troost, Kansas City, Missouri - 1905-1906 (?)

11. 219 N. Delaware, Independence, Missouri - 1919-1972 (Residences
in Washington, D.C. for the period 1935-53 are shown below)

ad.

b.

3016 Tilden Garden (3000 Tilden, N.W.) - 1935

The Sedgwick Gardens {3726 Conn. Ave., N.W.) - by. April 17, 1936
The Carroll Arms (301 First, N.E.} - by Feb. 18, 1937

3051 Idaho Ave., N.W. {(Warwick Apts) - by May 5, 1938

Tilden Gardens - by March 23, 1939

3930 Conn. Ave., N. W, - by June 6, 1940

4701 Conn. Ave., N.W. - by April 23, 1941 (Lived there until 1945}

The White House and the Blair House - 1945-1953.
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82 STaT. ] PROCLAMATION 3878-0CT. 11, 1968

have radically altered the conditions of Iife for most men on our
planet. Relations between men, and between man and his environ-

ment, have been permanently changed by events that began in the
scientific laboratory.

As a result of this revolution in knowledge, it has become possible
for all men to be adequately fed, clothed, and sheltered ; for new energy
resources to be cominitted to man's use: for information to be spread
broadly and instantaneously to the remotest regions of the earth.

It has also become passible for man to destroy himself; for local
aggression to be converted into global eatastrophe: for mis-informa-

tion and demagoguery to reach millions, and to shape their political’

destinies.

The scientific and technological revelution offers man unparalleled
opportunities to liberate—or to enslave-—his spirit. He can gain his
freedom from physieal want, and lose his ideutity in the prosperous

. streets of great cities. He can move his family to a healthier and more
spaclous environment, and lose the sense of community with his fel-

low men. He can free more hours for leisure activity, and find those
hoursempty and purposcless.

Thus his spirit lives in a state of crisis. In the midst of that crisis—
as in days long agn, before “ecience and technology™ were common
words to his tongue—man cries out for meaning, for guidance, for
assurance that his spirit is of value. In the midst of bafling change, he
longs for enduring values. In the impersonal rush of his days, he seeks
asign that he is known, and accepted, as a unique person.

In this era of science and techinology, we have set aside & day of
praver. Let us use it to thank God for the blessings of human industry
and ingenuity, and to seek His strength, His love, and His guidance
in the crisis of our spirit.

The Congress, by a joint resolution of April 17, 1952, provided that
the President “shall set aside and proclaim a suitable day cach vear,
other than a Sunday, as a National Day of Prayer, on which the people
of the United States may turn to God in prayver and meditation at
churches, in groups, and as individuals.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDONXN B. JOHNSOXN, President of
the United States of America, do hereby set aside Wednesday, Octu-
ber 16, 1968, as National Day of Prayer, 1868,

INWITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth
day of October, in the year of our Lord niveteen hundred and sixty-
eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
one hundred and ninety-third.

Proclamation 3878
UNITED NATIONS DAY, 1948
By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Ou Qctober 24, 1968, the world will mark the twenty-third birthday
of the Unired Nations.
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PROCLAMATION 3879-OCT. 11, 1968 (82 Srar,

Our commitment to that organization has been a continuing elemens
of our forelgn policy since the UN, was founded, in 145, Dis.
tinguished Amerieans of both parties represented our eountry in the
framing of its Charter. Democrats and Republicans alike continned
to represent our country in the councils of the United Nations., Tq.
gether they have contributed to its objectives—the peaceful settlement
of disputes, economic and social progress, the control of nucleay
armaments, the growtl of international law, and the protection of
human rights.

The cause of human rights is receiving special notice in the United
Nations this year, for it was 20 years ago that the General Assemb]y
adopted a landmark document, the Universal Declaration of Humarn
Rights, To mark that anniversary, 1968 has been designated as
International Human Rights Year.

As we take stock of the work of the TTnited Nations, let us not
be beguiled either by easy optimism or by blind pessimism. Let us look
squarely at both its successes and its disappointments. Above all, we
must not forget that the cause of peace und progress, in this nge of
mingled hope and danger, requires nations to reject aggression in
favor of conciliation and cooperation—of which the United Nations
offers the greatest comimon instrument. Not by arms, but by giving
tife and practice to the principles of peace, will men find the peuace
and security in which freedom can flonrish.

NOW. THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of
the United States of America, do hereby Iproc]nim Thursday, Qe-
tober 24, 1968, as United Nations Day, and I urge the citizens of this
Nution to observe that day by means of such community programs as
wiil contribute to a realistic understanding of the aims, problems, and
achievements of the United Nations and 1ts associated organizations.

I also eall upon officials of the Federal and State Governinents
and upon local officials to encourage citizen groups and agencies of
communication—press, radio, television, and motion pictures—to en-
gage in special and appropriate observance of United Nations Dav
this year in cooperation with the United Nations Association of the
United States of America and other interested organizations.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, T have hereunto set my hand this
eleventh day of Octaober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the one hundred and ninety-third.

Proclamation 3879

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANT PART WHICH HARRY S. TRUMAN
PLAYED IN THE CREATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

By Proclamation No. 3878, I proclaimed October 24, 1968, as United
Nations Day, and urged the citizens of this Nation to observe that day
by appropriate community programs.
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82 Stat.] - PROCLAMATION 3879-QCT. 11, 1968

It is especially fitting that, on United Nations Day, Americans
should recall the significant part which President Harry S. Truman
plaved in the creation of the United Nations, and the continued sup-
port which he gave to that Organization during his term of office.

Some of Tarry S. Truman’s first decisions when he became President
on the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt concerned the United Nations
(onference in San Francisco. From the day the Conference met on
April 25, 1945, to draft the United Nations Charter, until it concluded
two months later, President Truman gave close direction to the work
of our delegation and climaxed the proceedings with an historic
address at-the closing session of the Conference.

President Truman knew that an effective world organization was
needed to prevent a repetition of the devastation wrought by two
World Wars. Under his direction, the United States proposed that the
development of nuclear energy take place under United Nations con-
trol. Through the Paint Four Program and in other ways, he projected
the United Nations into the field of economic and social development.
His concern for human rights led him to appoint Eleanor Roosevelt
as the United States spokesman on human rights. Mrs. Roosevelt
helped draft the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, whose 20th
anmversary we celebrate this year.

President Truman never flinched in the exercise of United States
responsibility in and through the United Nations. Had he not
resolutely supported United Nations opposition to the attack on the
Republic of INorea in 1950, other aggressive adventures would have
been encouraged, and the United Nations would be a far less effective
body. He was alert to every possibility for using the United Nations on
behalf of peace and justice—whether in Iran, Greece, the Middle East,
Kashmir, or elsewhere.

The United States and the world owe much to President Truman’s
interest in the United Nations. It is right that the Congress should
have, by ‘a joint resolution approved October 11th anthorized and
requested that I issue a proclamation recognizing this fact on QOctober
24—TTnited Nations Day. It ismy great pleasure to do so.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President. of
the United States of Americn, do hereby urge the citizens of ihis
Nation n their observances of United Nalions Day 1968 to give special
recognition to the significant part which Harry S, Truman played in
the creation of the United Nations and to recall those qualities of
character, responsibility and leadership which caused him to support
the Tinited Nations in its efforts to keep the peace, and to promote the
rule of law and the prevalence of social justice among all inen.

IN WITKNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this
eieventh day of October, in the vear of our Lord nineteen hundred and

sixty-eight, and of the Independence of the Tnited States of America
the one hundred and ninety-third.

408
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1. "GENERAL INFORMATION Il. PHOTOGRAPH
A. Address
219 North Delaware
B. District Code
Truman Historic District '
' C. Building Type
Residence "
D. Listed on Heritage Commission List of 6,24.75 Yes ¥ No
1. NOTES
[ Two-story frame residence built in several stages; >
f clapboard siding:; truncated hip roof; elaborate i
brackets on entablature; L-shaped porch with E 2
|  pierced wood frieze and square posts. Slate roof '
I is now covered with asbestos shingles. o3
Built by George Porterfield Gates, grandfather of
Mrs. Bess Truman. The home of Mr. & Mrs. Truman ' -

. . . . B. Roll C.F
from the time of their marriage. The SUMMER A. View hd lmm°
WHITE HOUSE during Harry Truman's Presidency. West ast i ,2

|__Noxrthw :

; West - detail 1 18
Circa 1865 North 1 12
Source: NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Carriage House 1 20

INVENTORY-NOMINATION FORM. _
: East - back porch 1 21
V. SURVEYOR/DATE
MAS RIC JAR . BF JAR
10-28-75 11-28-75
V. EVALUATION
Approved for Further Research Yes No Date

The preparation of this wrvey was financed in part through o comprehemiive planning gront from the Dspt,

PRELIMINARY SURVEY FORM  Form |

INDEPENDENCE HISTORICAL SURVEY for the

HERITAGE COMMISSION, INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI by

M. A. SOLOMON/R. J, CLAYBAUGH, ARCHITECTS, INC. and
BERND FOERSTER, A.LA. '

of H.U. D., vunder the provition of Section 701

of the Hausing Act of 1954, o omended.
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. GENERAL INFORMATION Page 1 of 4

A, Address B. Present Use

219 North Delaware Residence

. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The Truman house is "an asymmetrical, two-and-a~half story frame Victorian dwelling, the house
occupies a rectangular lot, approximately 175 by 225 feet in size, on the corner of North Del-
aware Street and Truman Road. Behind the main house, at the southeast corner of the lot,
stands a large frame carriage house now converted inte a garage and approached either from a
drive off Truman Road or by means of an alley 1ead1ng to North Delaware Street. The tall iron
fence surrounding the Truman property was erected in ¥94% at the suggestion of PBEX-Director
J+—Edger Hoover, to protect the house and grounds from souvenir hunters. The antique-style
gas lamp to the left of the entrance walkway beyond the iron gates is of recent vintage.

Stylistically, the house is an eclectic mixture of Late Gothic Revival, bracketed, and modi-
fied Eastlakian decorative elements. A combination hip-and-gable roof, pierced by tall arched
attic dormers, covers the structure. The most notable features of the facade are the porch,
with its elaborate wooden jigsaw trim, and the massive, highly-ornamented bay which projects
to the south of the centrally placed front door. Flanking the middle section of the tripar-
tite windows of the bay are narrow sashes filled with colored glass. The balustraded porch
extends from the main entrance around the north side of the house. There is a smaller porch,
similarly treated, on the south side.

The ground slopes eastward toward the rear of the dwelling, from which projects a low, two-
story ell containing the kitchen. A porch, resting on high brick piers and partially screened
for use as a summer retreat and dining area, extends along the south side and across the back
of this wing. A wooden lattice conceals the area under the porch except at the eastern end,
which is left open to fac1lltate storage beneath.

Continued on the following page.

The prepartion of this survey was finonced in part through a comprehensive planning gront from the Dept. of H.U. D., under the provision of Section 701 of the Housing Act of 1954, a1 omended.

RESEARCH FORM—Form |l

INDEPENDENCE HISTORICAL SURVEY for the
HERITAGE COMMISSION, INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI by
M. A. SOLOMON/R. J. CLAYBAUGH, ARCHITECTS, INC. and

1aY =1 I
BERNOFOERSIER, A 1 §. 1 ) ' 1 8 3 1 1 3 1 }




II. _ PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION - continued

11y

The broad lawn surrounding the house is dotted with large oaks and informally-planted shrubbery
and flowerbeds. From the steps at the foot of the back porch, a walk extends to the driveway
leading from Truman Road to the garage.

In 1955, the Trumans refurbished and partially modernized the interior for the sake of conven-
ience. More recently, the polychromatic slate roof which covered the house and front porch has
been replaced by asbestos shingles. These are the most significant changes made to the house
within the past score of years.” (From "The National Register of Historic Places" form on the
Harry S Truman Historic District). '
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ill. HISTORICAL INFORMATION INDEPENDENCE HISTORICAL SURVEY — Form i1 Page 2 of 4

Today's two-story kitchen wing was erected in 1867. At that time this was the main house,
Where today's back porch is located was a one-story kitchen wing. The 1868 Bird's Eye View
of Independence illustrates a rectangular, two-story residence with a one-story kitchen wing
on this property. Records in the Jackson County Recorder of Deeds office reveal that George
Porterfield Gates, Mrs. Truman's maternal grandfather, purchased the lot on June 20, 1867.
The purchase price of $700.00, when compared with the lot across the street, indicates that
no structure was on the property. On December 23, 1865, the lot and house across the street
sold for $3,500.00 {(Book 47, page 277). See Form II for 216 North Delaware.

In 1885, the present main section of the house was erected and the earlier section became the
kitchen wing. THE INDEPENDENCE SENTINEL, on January 2, 1886, carried an article entitled "The

Building Boom" which commented:

“While 1885 was not exactly a field vyear in building, still a little was done in
that line. Mr. Jas. M. Adams reports as follows: -

Ld - - - - - - L] - - - - - - - - L] - - L] - - - - - - - - - - - - L] - -

George P. Gates, 2k<story mansion, fourteen rooms, gas and water, (see
engraving) $8,000.

James W. Adams was the architect and builder of this residence. A biographical sketch of Mr.
Adams appeared in a history of the county written in 1881:

“Carpenter and contractor, was born in Fauquier county, Va., February 25, 1828,
and in 1844, he apprenticed himself to learn the carpenter and joiner's trade.
October 26, 1858, he moved to California, Moniteau county, Mo., where he remain-
ed seventeen months, and then moved to Tipton, same county, there residing two
years engaged at his trade. He then acted as fireman on the Terre Haute & St.
Louis Railrocad, retaining this position about ten months. In February, 1865, he
moved to Nebraska, and remained till December 2, 1865, when he located in Inde-
pendence, Mo. Was married to Miss Elizabeth Stinson, of Cooper county, Mo.,
June 25, 1861." (THE HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY, MISSOURI 1881, reprinted 1966,

Ramfre Press, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, page 868)

This materiai was researched and written by
James A. Ryan, Historian and Project Coordinator
for -

M. A. Solomon/R. J. Claybaugh Architects Inc. and
Bernd Foerster, AlA

continued on the following page
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III.

£19 borthh Delawave Oureel

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

In the 1888 directory, Mr. Adams in partnership with Chris Yetter, advertised themselves
thusly: _

"ADAMS and YETTER/Contractors, Carpenters and Builders/Plans/Elevations, and/
Specifications/Furnished at Short Notice" (DIRECTORY OF INDEPENDENCE 1888-89,
M. R. Wright Printing Co., Independence, Missouri, 1888, page 28).

George Porterfield Gates was born in Vermont and came to Independence, Missouri, circa 1866.
Here he was engaged in the lumber business until 1883 when he purchased an interest in the
Waggoner flour mill. He died in 1918 {Conversation with Liz Costen, Truman Library, May 19,
1976) .

Margaret Gates, a daughter of George Porterfield Gates, married David Willock Wallace on
June 13, 1883. They had four children: Elizabeth, Frank, George and Frederick. After Mr.
Wallace's death on June 17, 1903, his widow arnd children moved into the Gates' home.

Bess Wallace and Harry Truman married on June 28, 1919. From 1919 until his death in 1972,
Harry Truman was a resident of 219 North Delaware Street. In 1924, Mrs. Margaret Wallace
became the sole owner of the house. At her death in 1952, the residence became the prop-
erty of Mr. and Mrs. Truman.

Throughout the period of the Truman occupancy, the house has been both a social and a po-
litical gathering place. THE INDEPENDENCE EXAMINER of April 7, 1920, carried an article
which stated that,

"Through the courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Truman, The Good Samaritan Class of
the First Christian Church entertained their friends with 2a musical tea on Tues-
day afternoon and evening in a very delightful way. The rooms of the beautiful
home were dressed in spring flowers and made a charming setting . . . !

In 1922, Mr. Truman's political career began. First elected Eastern Judge of Jackson Coun-
ty, Mr. Truman became successively Presiding Judge, United States Senator, Vice-President
and on April 12, 1945, the President. From that date until 1953, 219 North Delaware Street
served as the "Summer White House".

This material was researched and written by
James A, Ryan, Historian and Project Coordinator

for
[ R

continued on the following page

. Soiomon/R. J. Claybaugh N,‘?f‘,i@?tfm!ﬂ?fu?ﬂ@ -



III. HISTORICAL INFORMATION -~ continued

v

On June 24, 1950, President Truman, at home in Independence, received word by telephone of
the Communist invasion of South Korea.

After the close of his Presidency many prominent Americans, including Presidents Kennedy and
Johnson, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, and former Chief Justice Earl Warren visited the Truman
home., In the period after Mr. Truman's death, President Ford visited Mrs. Truman on Dela-
ware Street. '

-
-

In 1972, the Truman house and the surrounding neighborhood were designated a National His-
toric Landmark. {Where not otherwise noted, the source for the above information is from
"The National Register of Historic Places" form for the Harry S. Truman Historic District).

This material vios rescarched and written by
James A. Ryan, Historian and Project Coordinator
for

M. A. Solomon/R. J. Claybaugh Architects in¢. and
Bernd Foerster, AlA
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BILL NO. 78-730

ORDINANCE NO. _5445

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE
HARRY S. TRUMAN HERITAGE DISTRICT, ESTABLISHING
THE STANDARDS WITHIN SAID DISTRICT AND REPEALING
ORDINANCE NO. 3407.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Independence Missouri
established the Harry S, Truman Heritage District by Ordinance 3407 in
1974, and

WHEREAS, the Heritage Commission, in conjunction with various City
Departments, have deemed it expedient and desirable to extend and expand
the original district boundaries, leaving all other provisions and
appurtenances to sald ordinance intact, and

WHEREAS, the Independence Heritage Commission has recommended that
the following amendments to the original boundaries be adopted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:

That the following amendments to the original boundaries and all
original standards, terms and definitions are hereby adopted for the
Harry S. Truman Heritage District.
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That the Harry S. Truman Heritage District is to be comprised of the
following area:

Beginning at & point on the south right-of-way line of U.S. 24
Highway said point being at the intersection of the western lot
line of lot 3, block 1 of Idle-wild park and the south right-of-
way line of U.S. 24. Thence south along the western line of lot

3 block 1 Idle-wild Park to the vacated alley adjacent to said
lot. Thence along the vacated alley to the northwest corner of
lot 16, block 1, Idle-wild Park. Thence south along the west

line of lots 16, 15, 14, 13, and 12 Block 1 and lots 1, 2, 3, 4,
5,6, 7, and 8 Block 6, and lots !, 2, 3, 4, and 5 block 7 to

the southwest corner of lot 5 block 7 Idle-wild Park. Thence
easterly along the south line of lot 5 to its intersection with
the extension of west lot line of lot 8 block 7 Idle-wild Park.
Thence southerly along the extended west line of lot 8 block 7

of Idle~wild Park to the south right-of-way line of West College
Avenue. Thence easterly along sald right-of-way line to its
intersection with the westerly line of "'lot 7, block | Waldo Place.
Thence southerly along the west lines of Lots 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2,
and 1 block ! and lots 3, 2, and 1 block 2 Waldo Place to the
southwest corner of lot 1 block 2 Waldo Place. Thence southerly
along the eaaterly lines of lots 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, and
36 Forbis Park to‘the southeast corner of lot 36 Forbis Park.
Thence south along the extension of the above described line to its
intersection with the south right~of-way line of West White Oak
Street, Thence eaaterly along said right-of-way line to {its
intersection with the westerly lot line of lot 22 Forbis Park.
Thence southerly along the west line of lots 22 and 1 Forbis Park
to the north right-of~way line of Truman Road. Thence easterly
along said right~of-way line to its intersection with the weatern
right-of-way line of North Union Street. Thence southerly along
said right-of-way line to its intersection with the north right-of=-
way line of West Lexington Avenus. Thence easterly along said
right-of~way line to its intersection with the west right-of-way
line of North Spring Street. Thence northerly along said right—of~
way line to a point, said point being at the intersection of west
right-~of-way line of Spring Street and the extended north right-of-
way line of White Cak Street. Thence easterly along the extended
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north right-of-way line of White Oak Street to a point, sald point
being 130 feet east of the east right-of-way line of North Spring
Street. Thence northerly along a line parallel to and 130 feet
east of the eastern right-of-way line North Spring Street to a
point, said point being at the intersection of said line and the
south right-of-way line of U.S. 24 Highway. Thence westerly along
sald right-of-way line of U.S. 24 to the point of beginning.

That the purpose of said Heritage District is to maintain the area in the
same manner as it is presently constituted as a turn-of-the-century midwestern
residential community of spacious, free-standing homes and residentially related
institutions situated in open yards and landscaped as presently constituted with
future landscaping to be in accordance with other provisions of this ordinance.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Because architecture of the District is differing and represents an
extended time span, it is not the intent of this Ordinance to insure conformance
with a particular architectural style, but instead shall be to insure a harmony
and appropriateness of maintenance and construction with the general character
of sigrnificant structures within the District. This shall be done in such a
manner that safeguards the District’'s historic, aesthetic, and cultural heritage
as embodied and reflected in such unimproved parcels of land and improvements
thereon. In addition one of the purposes 13 to promote the use of the heritage
district for the education, delectation, and welfare of the people of the City.

To achieve these goals, all properties in the Harry S. Truman Heritage
District shall be maintained in a clean and sightly manner. In addition, all
prpperties shall be maintained and all construction shall be undertaken in
accordance with the following standards that shall be supplementary to other legal
requirements of the City of Independence for maintenance and construction.

Nothing herein contained shall limit the expansion, demolition, restructuring,

alteration or other change to an extablished church (religious body for religious
purposes) now existing within the Heritage area as herein delineated.
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DEFINITIONS

BLOCK FRONTAGE: A parcel of land terminated by public highways or streets, other
than alleys and fronting upon both sides of a public highway or street.

HEICHT OF STRUCTURE: The vertical distance measured from the highest of the
following three levels:

{a) From the street curb level;

(b) From the established or mean street grade in case the curb has not
been constructed;

(c) From the average finished ground level adjoining the structure if it
- sets back from the street line;

to the level of the highest point of the roof beams of flat roofs, or roofs
inclining not more than one inch (1") to the foot, or to the mean height level of
the top of the main plates and highest ridge for other roofs.

1.0T: A parcel of land occupied or to be occupied by one main structure or unit
group of structures, and the accessory structures or uses customarily incident
thereto, including at least such open spaces as are required under this article,
and having its principal frontage upon a public street. A lot as used herein may

consist of one or more platted lots, or tract or tracts, as conveyed or parts
thereof.

LOT, CORNER: A lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersection. A
corner lot shall be deemed to front on that street on which it has its least
dimension unless otherwlse specified by the building inspector.

LOT, DEPTH: The mean horizontal distance from the front street line to the rear line.

L.OT, INTERIQR: A lot whose side lot lines do not abut upon any street,
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16130
BILL NO. 7:’”5/

ORDINANCE'NO.
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING ARTICLE 7 OF CHAPTER 14
OF THE INDEPENDENCE CITY CODE AS THE HARRY §
TRUMAN HERITAGE DISTRICT AND EMBODYING ORDINANCE
NO. 5445, WITH CERTAIN REGULATION CHANGES, BUT NO
CHANGE IN THE BOUNDARIES.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Independence Missouri
establisheg the Harry S Truman Heritage District by Ordinance 3407 in 1974,
and emended that district by Ordinance No. 5445 on January 2, 1979; and,

WHEREAS, the Independence Heritage Commission has recommended that
the Harry S Truman Heritage District should be codified as Article 7 of

Chapter 14 of the Independence City Code, with certain changes in the
regu]ations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT CRDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. That the provisions in Ordinance No. 5445 are hereby
enacted as Article 7 of Chapter 14 of the Independence City Code, with
amendmerts, and Article 7 of Chapter 14 of tne Independence City Code is
hereby enacted in the following words and provisions:

“ARTICLE 7. HARRY S TRUMAN HERITAGE DISTRICT.

SEC. 14,07.001. DISTRICT BOUNDARIES.
This Article shall be known, referred to and cited as the Harry §
Truman feritage District of the City of [ndependence.

The Harry S Truman Heritage District is to be comprised of the
following area:

Beginning at a point on the south rignht-of-way line of U, 5. 24 Highway
said point being at the intersection of the western Tot line of Lot 3,
8lock 1 of IDLE-WILD PARK and the south right-of-way line of U. 5. 24,
Thence south along the wastern Yine of Lot 3 Block 1, IDLE-WILD PARK to
the vacated alley adjacent to said lot. Thence along the vacated alley
to the northwest corner of Lot 16, 8lock 1, IDLE-WILD PARK. Thence
South along the west line of Lots 16, 15, 14, 13, and 12 Block 1 and
Lots 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, Block 6, and Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5,
Block 7 to the southwest corner of Lot 5, Block 7, IDLE-WILD PARK.
Thence easterly along the south line of iot 5 to its intersecticn with
the axtension of west lot line of Lot 8, Block 7, IDLE-WILD PARK.
Thence soutkerly along the extended west line of Lot 8, Block 7 of
IDLE-WILD PARK to the south right-of-way Tine of West College Avenue.
Thence easterly along said right-of-way line to its intersection with
the westerly 1ine of Lot 7, Block 1 WALDO PLACE. Thence southerly
along the west lines of Lots 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1, Block 1 and Lots
3, 2, and 1, Block 2, WALDO PLACE to the southwest corner of Lot 1,
Block 2 WALDO PLACE. Thence southerly alcng the easterly lines of Lots
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, and 36, FORBIS PARK to the southeast corner
of Lot 36, FORBIS PARK. Thence south aleong the extensicn of the above
cescrited line to its intersection with the south right-of-way line of
West White Oak Street. Thence easterly along said right-of-way line to
its intersection with the westerly Tot line of Lot 22, FORBIS PARK.
Thence southerly along the west line of Lots 22 and 1 FORBIS PARK to
the north right-of-way line of Truman Road. Thence easterly along said
right-of-way line to its intersection with the western richt-.of-way
Vine of North Union Street. Thence southerly along said right-of-way
Tine to its intersection with the north right-of-way line of West
Lexington Avenue, Thence easterly along said rignt-of-way line to its
intersection with the west right-of-way line of North Spring Street.
Thence northerly along said right-of-way line to a point, said paint
being at the intersection of west right-of-way line of Spring Street
and the extended north right-of-way Jine of White Oak Street. Thence
pasterly alung the extended north right-of-way line of White Cak Streoets
to 2 point, said point being 130 feet =ast of the rast right-of-way
line of North Spring Street. Thence northerly aleng a Tine parallel to
ard 130 feet 2ast of the eastern right-of-way line of North Spring
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Street to a point, said point being at the intersection of sajd line
and the south right-of-way line of U. S. 24 Highway. Thence westerly
along said right-of-way line of U. S. 24 to the point of beginning.

SEC. 14.07.002. PURPOSE.

The purpose of [said] The Harry S Truman Heritage District is to
maintain the area in the Same manner as i1t (is] was [presentiy] constituted
[as a turn-of-the-century] during the life and career of President Harry
§. Truman as a midwestern residential community of spacious, Tree-standing
homes and residentially related institutions situated in open yards and
landscaped as presently constituted with future landscaping ta be in
accordance with other provisions of this Article; to foster civic pride in
the beauty and accomplishments of the past; to protect and enhance the
district's attractions to tourists and visitors; to promote and encourage
continueg private ownership so that the objectives Tisted above can be _
attained, The Harry S Truman Heritage District is intended to be and is
established as a zoning overlay district.

SEC. 14.07.003. GENERAL PROVISIONS,

Because [architecture] the environment of the District is differing and
represents an extended timé span, it is not the intent of this Article to
insure conformance with a particular architectural style, but instead
shall be to insure a.harmony and appropriateness of maintenance and
construction with the general character of significant structures within
the District,  This shall be done in such a manner that safeguards the
District's nistoric, environmental, aesthetic, and cultural heritage as
embodied and reflected in such improved or unimproved parcels of land and
improvements trereon. In addition one of the purposes is to promote the
use of the [hlHeritage [¢]District for the education, delectation, and.
welfare of the people of the City.

To achieve these goals, all properties in the Harry S Truman Heritage
District shall be maintained and all construction shall be undertaken in
accordance with the following standards that shall be supplementary to

ather legal requirements of the City of Independence for maintenance and
construction.

Nothing herein contained shall limit the expansion, demolition,
restructuring, alteration or other change t¢ an established church
treligious tody for religious purposes) now existing within the Heritage
srea as herein delineated.

The two ex-officic non-voting members appointed for the Harry S Truman
Heritage District shall consist af the Uirector of the jruman Library and
one other resident of the district at large.

SEC. 14.0Q7.004., DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this Article, the following terms, phrases, words
and their derivations, shall have the meaning given herein. When not
inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the
future, words in the plural number include the singular number, and words

in the singluar number include the plural number. The work "shall® is
mandatory. : .

AREA means a piece of ground not built over or occupied.

BLOCK FHONTAGE means a parcel of land terminated by public highways or
streets, other than alleys and fronting upon both sides of & public
highway or street.

[CHURCH means a building and/or site built and used specifically for
religious services on a regular basis.) .

CITY means the City of Independence, Missouri.

CITY FCRESTER means the City Forester of the City of [ndependence,
Missouri.

D.B.H. means the diameter of a tree trunk measured four and one-half
feet above the ground,

ENVIRCNWIRT moens an aggragate of social and cultural conditiens that
influence the life of an individual or comaunity.

2
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AEIGHMT OF STRUCTURE means the vertical distance measured from the
nighest of tne following tnree levels:
va)  rrom the street curb level;
b} From the established or mean street grade in case the curb
has not been constructad,
(¢} From the average finished ground level adjoining the
structure if it sets back from the stireet line;
to the level of the highest point of the roof beams of flat roofs, or
roofs inclining not more than one inch (1") to the foot, or to the mean
height lavel of the top of the main plates and highest ridge for other
roofs.

AERITAGE DISTRICT means an environment containing one or more structures

or natural features having specia] historical, cultural, architectural,
archaeological interest or value constltutlng 3 distinct section of the
City; 3t 15 a site, environment, structure or natural feature together .
with all its natural characteristics and man-made improvements that is
identified with historic personages or with important events; or that
embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a particular era or epoch

of history, or that exemplifies an important aspect of community design or
nistory; or that contains a structure or structures of considerable =
architectural value; or that contains a site or sites of archaealogical
interest or value.

HERITAGE LANDMARK means an individual structure, or natural feature, or
an intagrated group of structures on a single Tot or site, or a siie hav1ng

special iistorical, culiural, architectural, or archaeo1og1ca1 interest or
value,

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER means the Historic Preservatlon 0ff1cer of

the City of Independence, Missouri.

LOT maans a parcel of land occupied or to be octupied by one main
structure or unit group of structures, and the accessory structures or
uses customarily incident thereto, including at Teast such open spaces as
dre required under this Article, and having its principal frontage upon &
public street. A lot as used herein may consist of one or more platted
lots, or tracts, as canveyed or parts thereof,

LOT, {CRXER means a lot ahutting upon two or more streets at their
intarsection. A corner lot shall be deemed to front on that street on
which it has its least dimension unless otherwise specified by the
building inspector.

LOT, DEPTH means the mean horizontal distance from the front street
line to the rear line,

LOT, INTZRIOR means a Vot whose side lot lines do not abut upon any
street,

LOT, WIDTH means the horizontal distance between side lines, measured
at the front building line.

LOT LINES means the lines bounding a Yot as defined herein,

LOT LINE, FRCNT means the boundary between a lot and the street on
which it fronts.

LOT LINE, REAR meams the toundary line which is opposite and most
distant from the front street line, except that in the case of uncertainty
the building inspector shall determine the rear line.

LOT LINE, SIDE means any lot boundary 1ine not a front or rear line
theregf. A side line may be a party Tot Tine or a line bordering on an
aliey or a side street.

PRRCEL means any measured unit of land.

PRRKWAY means the section of street right-of-way located between the .
sidewalk and the adjacent curb Tine.

PERSCN =weans any person, firm, partnership, association, corpordation,
company, or orgenizaticn of any xind.

3
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ORIMARY STRUCTURE means a buiiding or buildings in which the principal
use or uses of the premises is contained, housed, or situated.

PROPERTY means any parcel of real estate.

PROPERTY LINE means the dividing line between the street and the
abutting preperty.

RECONSTRUCTiON means any addition to, removal of, extension, ar change
in [ the lacation of] an exterior wall or roof of a 3 structure.

" SIGN means any words, numerals, figures, devices, designs or trademarks
by which information is made kmown, such as are used to identify or call
attention to a building, structure, or object, or designate or mention an
tndividual, profession, firm, business, or commodity.

STREET means a public right-of-way which affords principa) means of
vehicular access to property abutting thereon.

STREET TREE means a tree in the public right-of-way adjacent to a
dedicated street.

VALUE means preservation worth as determined by the Heritage -
Preservation Commisstan review.

YARIANCE means relief from or variation of the provisions of these

regulations, other than use regulations, as applied to a specific piece of
property, as distinct from rezoning.

YARD means open space at grade between a structure and the adjoining-

Tat lines, unoccupied and uncbstructed by any portion of a structure from
the ground upward, except as otherwise provided. [n measuring-a yard, for
the purpose of determining the width of a side yard, the depth of a front

_yard or the depth of a rear yard, the least horizontal distance between
the Tot Tine and the main structure shall be used.

YARD, FRONT means a yard across the full width of the lot from the
front life of the primary structure to the front line of the lot.

YARD, REAR means a yard between the rear lot Tine and the rear line of
the primary structure and the side iot lines.

YARQ, SIDE means a yard between the primary structure and the adjacent

side line of the lot, and extending entirely from the front yard to the
rear yard.

YARD TREE means a tree located in a private yard.

SEC. 14.07.005. PRESERVATION OF EXISTING STRUCTURES,
Prior to demplition or reconstruction of any existing structure, the
Heritage Preservation Cemmission shall classify the structure as belonging

to one of four groups and shall approve demolition or reconstruction
according to the following guidelines:

aroup I structures: To be classified in this group, the
structures are to be considered outstanding examples of particular
styles or periods, works of major architects, and structures or
groups of structures of exceptional visual and environmental

quality. Group I structures must be retained in histaric
character in perpetuity.

Group IT structures: To be classed in this group, the structures
are to be of lesser historical, cultural, aesthetic and
environmental importance than those in Group I, but are still of
historical, cultural, and aesthetic importance to the visual
character of the area and should be retained. Group T@ structures
shouid be retained in historic character and should be alt-red in

historic¢ character or replaced only if there is no viable possible
alternative,

Group IIT structures: To be classed in this group, the structures
are to be of Tittle individual significance, hut contritute to ithe
cverall character and environtont of the ares ond reinforce the

visual quality of the more imperfant structures, This class of

structures should be retained if possible, but could be changed or
altered.
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Group IV: To be classed in this group, the structures have no
particular Ristorical, architectural, cultural, zesthetic or
anvironmental value or have negative architectura)l vaiue and can
be considered expendable,

SEC. 14.07.006. CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION, .

To [make a determination] determine [as] into what greup a structure
shall fall [in), the [group shall be determined on a point schedule
according to the] following criteria shall he used:

1. The Importance of- a Structure or Site to [ts Environment -

Guidelines for judging compatibility im this section are to_be
based on {1)] an analysis of existing i1and and structure use and
the relationship of the particular property to uses in the
immediate vicinity, (2) compatibility of the existing use with
the City's Comprehensive Plan, and (3) an analysis of the
feasibility of conversion of the existing structure, 1{ not
compatible in use, to a more compatible use.

Points are to be assigned as follows:
Caompatible - 2 paints
Acceptable - 1 point
Non-Compatible - O points

2. Physical Condition and Design Integrity

This is to be based on an exterior building rating as follows:
In Sound Condition - 3 points
In Need of Minor Repairs - 2 points
In Need of Major Repairs - 1 point
Dilapidated or Structurally Sub-standard - 0 points

3. Architectural Significance and Design Integrity

Guidelines for judging Architectural significance are to be
based on {1} whether the structure represents an imporiant
architectural period, (2} is of an indigencus type, and (3) is
the sole or rare surviving cxample of style or period (4)
whether original design integrity has been maintained.

Points are to be assigned as follows:

Great Significance - 5 points
Considerable Significance — 3 points
Significant - 2 points

Nat Significant - 0 points

4, Historic Significance

This is the most important of the four criteria and is
established on the basis of historic research.

Points are to be assigned as follows:

Great Significance - 8 points
Considerable Significance - 4 points
Significant - 2 points

Not Significant - 0 points.

5. Composite Value
The point rating assigned for cemposite value is as foilows:

Group I Structures - 12 points
Group Il Structures - 8 points
Group III Structures - 5 points
Group IV Structures - 2 points

Any propesed recenstruction or addition to an existing structure shall
bte approved by the Heritage Conmission only after it finds that exierior

.

5
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visual appearance is harmonious with original construction and with the
character of Group I and Group Il structures along the block frontage,
Review by the Heritage Preservation Commission of reconstruction or
additions shall include, but nat be iimited to, style, materials of

construction, archltecturai detailing, proportion, bulk and dimensions,
and placement on the property. : )

SEC. 14.07.007. NEW, EXPANDED, OR REMODELED STRUCTURES.

Primary residential structures shall front upon publicly dedicated
streets.

Fromt yards shall be not less than twenty-five feet or more than forty
feet in depth.

Interior side yarus shall be not less than seven feet in width,
Street side yards shall be not less than twenty-five feat in width.

Rear yards shall be not less than thirty feet in depth.

Any proposed construction shall be approved by the Heritage Preservation )
Comnission only after fit] the Commission finds that exterfor visua
appearance is harmonious with the character of Group I and Group II
structures {see "Preservation of Existing Structures®) along the block
frontage. Review by the Heritage Commiss{on shail include, but not be
limited to, style, materials of construction, architectural datatling,
preportion, butk and dimensions, and placement on the property.

SEL, 14.07.008. OUTDOOR SPACE.

front yards shall not be paved or used for vehicular use or parking,

except that drives to garages or other parkfng areas not located in front
yards shall be permitted. .

Trees having trunk diameters of five Inches in diameter at four and
one-half feet or more shall not be removed except upon replacement by a
. tree of the minimum size and of a species listed in Section 14.07.076.

At the time of construction af any new pr1mary structures yard trees
shall be planted, and they shail be planted, as specified in Section
14.07.016 according to specles,

Street tree species shall be selected from and shall be at least the
minimum size specified in Section 14.07.016. Street trees shall be spaced
at minimum intervals according to species as listed fn Section 14.07.036.°

" Total hard-surfaced area of any 1ot shaT? aot exceed one-third of the
total lot area.

. Jdpaque fencing shall not be placed In any front yard.

Fencing ia any front yard shall not exceed a hefght of four and

one-half feet and shall not be c1aser than five feat to any right-of-way
Tine.

Ko advert1sing signs shai] be placed in front yards[ 1; any permissible
signs shall conform to the City Code; real estatq signs (f.e. “Eor Xent® or
“for Saie” signs} are permitted; all permanent siqnaqe shall ba reviewad
by the Heritage Preservation Commission before erection and shali conform
to all appiicable Codes. These include, but are not Yimited to over-Targe
house numerals, memorials and historic signags and designations, ATl
street, directional informational, traffic or other {ke sign designations
or marxings under tha Jurisdiction of the C1ty snali De subjact to raview
before the Herftagqe Preservation Commission Pefore tneTf installation.

Exterior private 1ighting shall not be mounted at an alevatien of mora
than seven feet above grade and shall be not ¢loser than tan feet t0 eny
sice or rear property line,

Municipatl, public, and private ut{lity fnstallations, Including

street-14ght wiring, shall be placed underground {n accord with standards
established by the City Counc11. )

f“a;or I’[anﬂ<5ape foaturas, inclusing drees and cihar vegotation
deened by the Heritage Preservation Conmission to be 1 mportent Lo the



character of the District, shall not be removed or altered except with
prior approval of the Heritage Preservation Commission.

SEC. 14.07.009. PROPORTION OF STRUCTURE 70 GROUND ARLA.

Primary structures shall be not more than forty feet and not Tess than
twenty-five feet in height,

Lot coverage by primary structures shall not differ by more than one
percent from a ratio of structure to lot of 1:5.

SEC. 14.07.010. HARDSHIPS.

Where the Heritage Preservation Comwission finds that extraordinary
hardships or particular difficulfies may result from strict compliance
with [these Standards] this Article, they may approve variations or
exceptions to [the Standards] this Article so that substantial justice may
be done and the public interest secured and general welfare protected,
provided that such variations or exceptions shall apply to conditions that
are unique to the property for which the variation is sought and are not

applicable, generally to other property[.], providing the hardship is not
a self-inposed hardship.

SEC. 14.007.011. STREET TREE REGULATIONS.

A.  No tree shall be planted where the parkway is less than three feet
wide,

8. The minimum parkway width for each variety of acceptable street -
tree is shown in Sec. 14.07.016.

C. Trees must not be Tess than one and one- half to two inches D.B.H.
when planted.

D. All trees must be protected and supported by tree quards.

E. Ko tree shall be placed so as, in the opinion of the City

Forester, to cause & traffic hazard.

F. A1l cuts above one inch in diameter must be painted with an
atceptable tree wound dressing.

G. Spacing of trees shall be as shown in Sec. 14.07.016.

H. No tree shall be planted nearer than one foot from the curb 11ne
or cuter line of the sidewalk.

I. Ko tree shall be planted without the prior approva] of the ity
Forester.

J.  Trees and bushes listed in Sec. 14.07.013, are specifically
prohibited.

K. Ho person shall (1) damage, cut, carve, transplant, or remove any
tree or plant or injure the bark; (2) attach any rope, wire, or other-
contrivance to any tree or plant; (3) cause or permit any wire charged
with electricity to come in contact with any tree or plant or alliow any

gaseous iiquid or solid substance which is harmful to such trees or plants
to come into contact with them.

SEC. 14.07.072. YARD TREE REGULATIONS.

A. No ltiving tree Targer than five inches D.B.H. shall be removed
without authorization from the Heritage Preservation Commission.

B. Whenever a tree of over five inches D.B.H. is removed, it shall be .

BepIaced by another similar tree, on the same lot, of at least two inches
.B.H.

C. MNo tree or bush shall be planted so as to impede pedestrian or
vehicular movement on a public sidewalk or street,

D.  Spacing of trees shall be as shown in Sec. 14.07.016.

E. Trees and bushes Tisted in Sec. 14.07.015, are specifically
prohibited.

F. Any tree which is dead or defective by reason of decay, diseaée,
infestation by insects, or damage of any kind and because of such
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wondition is dangerpus or detrimental to the health, safety, comfort, or
welfare of any of the inhabitants of the City, cr the public, or which tends
to endanger public or private property shall be removed by the property owner.

SEC. 14.07.013. PROHIBITED STREET TREES.

A. Trees specifically prohibited for planting along streets and public
rights-of-way

Trees

Birch, Betula species and varieties, inclusive

Black Cherry, Prunus Seroclina

Box Elder, Acer Nepundo

Catalpa, Catalpa specicsa

Columnar Poplars, Populus alba, P Nigra, and 8 Simonti

Common Buckthorn, Rpamus Cartharthia

Cottonwood, Populus Deltoides

Crabapple, All hybrids and varieties of Basic American and European
origin having little or no resistance to indigenous diseases

Elms, Ulmus species, and all hybrids

Honeylocust, Triancanthos Inermis, not to include thornless varieties

Maidenhair Tree, Ginko Bilgha, Female only

Mimosa, Albizzia Julibrissin, all varieties

Mountain Ash, Sorbus species and varieties, inclusive

Mulberry, Morus species, inclusive

Osage-Orange, Maclura Pomifera

Pawpaw, Asimina triloba

Persimmon, Diosnyros Virginiana

Pin Oak, Quercus Palustris

Silver (soft) Maple, Acer Sacchasinum (A. dasycarnum) and varieties,
inclusive

Sumac, Rhus glabra, Rhus copallina

Sweet-Gum, Liguidambar Styraciflora

Tree of Heaven, Ailanthus Atlissina

Weeping Willow, Salis babylonica

SEC. 14.07.014. STREET TREE REGULATIONS.

A. Trees which have a maturity height exceeding thirty feet (30} shall
be prohibited from public rights-of-way which have overhead wiring,

B. On a1l street intersection corners, plant material shall be
restricted to a maximum of thirty inches {30} high above pavement leve] in
triangular area of which the ltateral sides are measured at thirty-five feet
(35') from the center of the corner, all tree limbs in such an area must be
minimum of nine feet (9') abave street level or higher.

C. Shrubbery and other plantings shall be restricted to a maximum of
thirty inches (30“) high above the driveway surface along all automotive
access drives, public, private, or commercial in a triangular area of which
the Tateral sides are measured at fifteen feet {15'} along the outside edge

of the driveway from the street gutter and from the outside corner of the
driveway along the street gutter or curbing.

D. Any plant or tree which produces thorns is specifically prohibited.

E. Any plant or tree which is grown primarily for food crops, such as,

but not 1imited to, apples, pears, grapes, tomatoes, beans or potatoes is
specifically prohibited.

SEC. 14.07.015. PROHIBITED YARD TREES.
“A. Trees spacifically prohibited from use as yard trees

Trees
Box Elder, Acer Nepundo
Cottonwood, Populus Dedoldes

Elms, Ulmus species and all hybrids
Tree of Heaven, Ailanthus Altissima
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SEC. 14.07.016. RECOMMENDED STREET AND YARD TREES._
The following trees, and the canditions for their planting, are
recommended for the use of either street trees or yard trees.

Minimum Minimum  Minimum
Width of Spacing Spacing

Common Name Generic Name Parkway In Yards in Pkwy.
Alder, Eurcpean Alnus gqlutinosa 9’ 50°* 60°
Alder, Speckled Alnus incana 6’ 45° 50!
Ash, American (white) Fraxinus Americana 9! 45 60"
Ash, Green Fraxinus Pennsylvanica 4' 40' 50
(seedless varieties var Glabra Medesto
preferred) var Marshall's Seedless
Cherry, Cornelian* Cornus mas 20" 20" - 30!
Cherry, Sargents Prunus Sargenti 9+ 30 50"
Crabapple, Arnold* Malus Arnoldiana 20' 20! 30!
Crabapple, Carmine* Malus Astrosamguinea 20" 20" 30!
Crabapple, Dorothea® Malus x Dorothea 10" 20 30!
Crabapple, Hali's* Malus halliana, spontanea 2Q' 10 30
Crabapple, Japanese Malus floribunda 20* 25" 40!
Flower : .
Crabapple, Lemoine* Malus purpurea Lemoinei 15* 20" 307
Crabapple, Redbud* Malus zumi calocarpa 20" 15 30
Crabappie, Siberian Malus baccata 12 20" 30
var, columnaris* g 10" 20!
Crabapple, Teew® Malus Hupehensis 20" 20" 30!
Cypress, Bald Taxodium distichum 12! 30! 75"
Ginko, (Maidenhair Ginko biloba, Male 12! 4G 60"
Tree} male only
Golden-rain Tree* Koelreuteria paniculate 4 20" 40"
Gum, Blackgum Nyssa sylvatica 4! 40" 50!
Hawthorne, Washington* Cratageus phaenopyrun 20! 25' 35°
{syn C. Cordata)
Hopnornbeam Ostyra virginia 6' 35! 50+
Hornbeam, American* Carpinus caroliniana 20 ip! 50"
Hornbeam, European Carpinus betulus 9 40" 50
var. fastigiata i5¢ 20" 30!
var, pendula 20* 25" 35"
var. purpurea 12 25" 35
Kalcpanax Kapopanax pictus 12? 50 75!
Linden, hAmerican Tilia Americana 12t 40" 60"
{syn. lronwood)
Linden, Little Leaf Tilia cordata 6' 45" 50°*
Linden, Siiver Tilia tomentosa izt 50" 65*
Linden, Mongolian Tilia Mongolica 9! 50¢ 65°
Locust, Black Robinia pseudocacia 9! 40t 50°
var. Columnaris 6" 25 3o
Locust, Monument* Robinia hybrida Monument 15+ 25" Klih
London Plane Tree Platanus acerifolia ’ b* 501 90
Magnolia, Saucer® Magnolia x souleangeana 15¢ 25! 49*
var, amabilis, (alba)
var. lennei, {nigre)
var. speciosa, {rosea)
Maple, Amur* Acer ginnala 15° 15 Q!
Maple, Manchurian* Acer mandschuricum 12 25" 35!
Maple, Mountain Acer spicatum 15" 25! 35
¥aple, Norway Acer platanocides 12 40° 5Q*
var. Cavalier 9! 30! 50!
var. Cleveland 12! 35° 45°
var. Columnare 6 20" 35"
var, Crimson King 15? 35! 50
var. Jade Glen 12 a5t 60!
var, Qlmstead 9 20* 40"
var. Summershade 151 45! 75
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MRSSED THIS CAY OF o . 1982, BY THE CITY
CGUNCIL OF THE C1TY OF INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURT.

Presiding Gfficer of the City CounciT
of the City of Independence, Missouri

ATTEST:

ity CTerk : ’ '
APPROVED AS TO FORM ONLY:

City Counselor

REVIEWED BY:

City Manager

NOTE: Brackets surround existing text that is being removed by this ordinance.
Undzrscored text represents the major additions made by this ordinance.

Because of the significant structural changes to place the standards of

the Harry $ Truman Heritage District into the format of the City Code
the brackets and underscores may not reflect all changes.
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Jackson
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(Continuation Sheet)

Harry S. Truman

(Numnbder all entries)
2. Boundaries of the Harry S. Truman Historic District

The district is bounded on the south by Lexington Avenue, between Union
Street on the west and Pleasant Street on the east.

From the intersection of Lexington Avenue and Union Street the western
boundary extends north along Union Street to a paved alley 250 feet north
of the intersection of Union Street and Truman Road; thence east along

the alley to a point approximately 175 feet west of North Delaware Street,
at the juncture with the rear property line of the lots along the western
side of North Delaware; thence north along the rear of the Delaware Street
lots, or 175 feet west of Delaware Street in the urban renewal area, to the
southern boundary of the Truman Library grounds.

From the intersection of Lexington Avenue and Pleasant Street, the eastern
boundary of the district extends north along Pleasant Street to the inter-
section of Pleasant Street and Maple Avenue; thence east along the north
side of Maple to the eastern property line of the Vorld War Memorial
Building; thence north and west again to Pleasant Street, circumscribing
the War Memorial Building; thence continuing north along Pleasant Street

to its intersection with Truman Road, and east 25 feet to the paved alley
on the north side of Truman Road. North along the allev to Farmer Avenue;
thence west along Farmer to its juncture with the rear property lines of the
lots along the eastern side of North Delaware, approximately 175 feet east
of Delaware Street; thence north along the rcar of the Delaware Street lots,
or 175 feet east of Delaware Street in the urban renewal area, to the southern
boundary of the Truman Library grounds.,

The district is bounded on the north by the Truman Library grounds.
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S3TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

‘ President Truman's biographer, Jonathan Daniels, has observed that Truman
BT the man matches the sturdy Midwestern character of North Delaware Street g
' and the neighborhood which, more than any other, suggests the life and
career of the former Chief Executive.l Many of Mr. Truman's childhood ]}
memories cluster about the area, and from 1919, shortly before his political
career began, until the present, Truman and his wife have made their home =
at 219 North Delaware. Beginning as a county official, Truman became
successively a U.S. Senator, then Vice-President, before entering the

White House. His Presidential career itself was laced with reactions and
observations formed in the political arena of Independence and surrounding
Jackson County. In the eighteen years since his Presidency ended, many
American leaders, including Presidents Johnson and Kennedy, Mrs. Eleanor
Roosevelt, and former Chief Justice Earl Warren, have visited Mr. Truman

at his Independence home or at his offices in the nearby Truman Library.
Today the flavor of the district is still very much that of Truman's active
political life and even of earlier years, when the neighborhood nurtured a
future President.

INSThOCTIONS

In 1895, when Truman was eleven years old, his family settled only two
blocks from North Delaware, at 909 West Waldo. They moved again while
Truman was a youth, but he returned frequently to the area to visit friends
and relatives, and to pursue his courtship with Bess Wallace. Upon his
marriage to her on June 28, 1919, Truman became a permanent resident of '
North Delaware Street. ‘

SEE

Elected to the position of county judge (an administrative rather than a
judiecial post) in 1922, with the substantial support of his comrades-in-
arms of the 129th Field Artillery, Truman began his political ascendancy.
Daniels cites the importance of this wartime comnection in The Man of

Independence, stating that it constituted Truman's first political base.?

Truman himself writes that he entered politics "partly as a result of my

1Danie15, The Man of Independence, pp. 158-9,

2
1bid., p. 121
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war services, at the urging and with the help of my war companions. "3 The
World War Memorial Building a block from the Truman house is a tanglble
reminder of this aspect of Truman's life and career.

In 1926, Truman was elected to the more prestigious office of presiding judge
of the county court, and in 1934 he became Missouri's junior Senator. Although
for the next eighteen years Truman resided chiefly in Washington, he was at
his Independence home on June 24, 1950, in the midst of his second Presiden-
e tial term, when he was informed by telephone of the Communist invasion of

; ‘ South Korea.4 :

Returning to Independence in January 1953, at the end of his Presidency,
Truman established a suite of offices first in Kansas City, then later at
the Harry S. Truman Library which was dedicated in 1957 as a repository for
the Presidential papers. The brisk, early-morning walks he had begun in
Washington continued in Independence. For some time after the completion of’
| the library, he arrived at his offices there on foot, up Delaware Street, by
eight each morning. Often he spoke to visiting groups of students in the
library auditorium. Mr. Truman continues to answer a voluminous corre-
spondence, and in the 1950's he wrote his memoirs amid the setting which has
been the physical nucleus of both his personal and his long and influential
political life.

3Truman,.Mr. Citizen, p. 61

4a1fred Steinbert, The Man from Missouri: The Life and Times of Harry S.
Truman (New York: G, P. Putnam's Sons, 1962), p. 376.
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f7. BESCRIPTION

(Check One) .
[ Excellent X Good O Fair O Deteriorated O Ruins [ Unexposed
CONDITION {Check Onc) {Check One)
X Altared [ Unairered ] Moved XX Original Sire

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Harry S. Truman Historic District centers about the residence of former
President Truman, and forms a corridor along North Delaware Street linking
the house with the Truman Library, which adjoins the district on the north.
Extending from the library grounds approximately .7 of a mile south to
Lexington Avenue, the district also protects the historic character of the
neighborhood most closely related to the life of the thirty-third President.
The southern portion of the district, around the Truman residence, is
extended to incorporate sections of Pleasant Street, Truman Road, and Maple
Avenue in order to preserve the environs of the house, and streetscapes as
well as individual structures associated with Mr. Truman.

While the upper part of the district has been altered by urban redevelopment,
that portion below College Avenue largely retains the physical character
familiar to Truman during his years in the White House and the career that
precedec them. The district is chiefly residential, with a sprinkling of
public edifices, and most of the buildings range in dJate from the mid-
ninetecenth to the early twentieth centuries. Large deciduocus shade trees
lining the streets and scattered about the ample lawns of the residences still
distinguish most of the district,

In addition to its national historical importance, the Truman House itself
is one of the earlier and architecturally more substantial structures in the
area. An asymmetrical, two~-and-a-half story frame Victorian dwelling, the
house occupies a rectangular lot, approximately 175 by 225 feet in size, on
the corner of North Delaware Street and Truman Road. Behind the main house,
at the southeast corner of the lot, stands a large frame carriage house now
converted into a garage and approached either from a drive off Truman Road
or by means of an alley leading to North Delaware Street. The tall iron
fence surrounding the Truman property was crected in 1947, at the suggestion
of FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, to protect the house and grounds from
souvenir hunters.l 'The antique-style gas lamp to the left of the entrance

walkway beyond the iron gates is of recent vintage.

Stylistically,. the house is an eclectic mixture of Late Gothic Revival,
bracketed, and modified Eastlakian decorative elements. A combination hip-
and-gable roof, pierced by tall arched attic dormers, covers the structure.
The most notable features of the facade are the porch, with its elaborate
wooden jigsaw trim, and the massive,-Lighly-ornamented bay which projects to

1Harry S. Truman, Mr. Citizen (New York: Bernard Geis Associates, 1960),

p. 31.
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the south of the centrally placed front door. Flanking the middle section of
the tripartite windows of the bay are narrow sashes filled with colored glass.
The balustraded porch extends from the main entrance around the north side of
the house, There is a smaller porch, similarly treated, on the south side,

The ground slopes eastward toward the rear of the dwelling, from which pro-
jects a low, two-story ell containing the kitchen. A porch, resting on high
brick piers and partially screened for use as a summer retreat and dining
area, extends along the south side and across the back of this wing. A
wooden lattice conceals the area under the porch except at the eastern end,
which is left open to facilitate storage beneath,

The broad lawn surrounding the house is dotted with large oaks and informally-
planted shrubbery and flowerbeds. From the steps at the foot of the back
porch, a walk extends to the driveway leading from Truman Road to the garage.

Precisely when the house was constructed is uncertain. County records reveal
that George P. Gates, Mrs. Truman's maternal grandfather, purchased the lot

on June 20, 1867. Gates, a founder of the Waggoner-Gates Milling Company in
Independence, is saild to have built the residence at the time of the purchase.
Its architectural style, however, would indicate that the house assumed its
present appearance several years later. Mrs. Truman, née Elizabeth Wallace,
has lived in the house since about 1903 when, following the death of her
father, she and her mother, Mrs, Margaret Gates Wallace, came to live with
Mrs. Wallace's parents. In 1924, five years after her daughter's marriage

to the future President, Mrs. Wallace acquired the interests of the other
Gates heirs in the house, and following her own death in 1952, the dwelling
became the property of her daughter and son-in-law, the Trumans.2 In 1955,
the Trumans refurbished and partially modernized the interior for the sake

of convenience. More recently, the polychromatic slate roof which covered
the house and front porch has been replaced by asbestos shingles. These are
the most significant changes made to the house within the past score of years,

Other buildings in the area have varying degrees of association with the
‘Trumans. To the east of the Truman lot, at 601 and 605 Truman Road, are the
unpretentious brick bungalows of Mrs. Truman's late brothers, George and

2Synopsis of records related to the Truman house in the Jackson County
Courthouse, Independence, Missouri, compiled for the Harry $. Truman
Library, 1971. :
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Frank Wallace. Across Delaware Street and slightly south of the Truman house,
at number 216, lived Mr. Truman's aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T.
Noland, and their daughters, the Misses Nellie and Ethel Noland. Miss Ethel
Noland, the family genealogist, occupied the house until her death in August
of 1971. In her autobiography, Souvenir, Margaret Truman Daniel recalls that
during her childhood in the Truman house, most of her close relatives "lived
almost within shouting distance.””

Adjoining the Truman property on the south is the Ozden residence from which,
writes Mrs. Daniel, a network of strings and wires was strung to the rear
upstairs sleéping porch of the Truman house in order that the daughters of
the two households could exchange messages.

On the eastern end of the block occupied by the Truman house, at the corner
of Truman Road and Pleasant Strect, is the site of Central High School, from
which both President and Mrs. Truman were graduated. The building burned
early in this century, and another school now occupics the site. Across the
street, at the corner of Pleasant and Maple Avenue, stands the municipally-
owned World War Memorial Building. Erected in 1926 as a civic auditorium
dedicated to those from Independence who served in the First World War, the
structure has for many years been Mr. Truman's regular voting place, as well
as the scene of at least one of the former President's press conferences.
Prior to the completion of the Truman Library in 1957, the Presidential papers
were stored here for a time. i

Diagonally across the street from the War Memorial Building stands the First
Presbyterian Church, a well-preserved and little-altered brick Victorian
structure dating from 1888, where Mr. Truman attended Sunday School and first
saw his future wife. 'That is where I met the beautiful blue-eyed golden-
haired young lady, Virginia Elizabeth Wallace," Truman recalls in his book,
Mr. Citizen. "I sat inp front of her, and now and then she used to tap me over
the head with a ruler. "3

3Margaret Truman, Souvenir (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1956), p. 17.

41bid., p. 30.

s'I‘ruman, Mr. Citizen, pp. 128-9.
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Along Maple Avenue and the north side of Lexington Avenue, at the southern

end of Delaware Street half a block from the Truman residence, the streetscape
is composed of unpretentious dwellings, including that of Judge Henry Bundschu,
a Republican friend of Truman’s,6 and the Chrisman School, attended by Margaret
Truman, at the corner of Maple Avenue and Union Street. For many years, a
pair of three-story brown brick apartment buildings on Maple Avenue, known res-
pectively as "The Maples" and '"Maplewood', have marked the southern terminus of
North Delaware Street.

The most conspicuous change in the character of the area immediately surround-
ing the Truman house has been the construction in 1967 of a modern office
building by the Church of the Reformed Latter Day S:ints at the northwest cor-
ner of Delaware Street and Maple Avenue, next to thz Noland house. This
edifice replaces a late nineteenth-century Romanescue-style Methodist Church
and incorporates a portion of the church's much later educational building.

In the same block, at 224 North Delaware directly opposite the Truman house,

a former residence has been federally acquired as headquarters for the Secret
Service unit detailed to watch the Truman house.

Among the substantial middle and upper-middle class dwellings along Delaware
Street north of the Truman house are the homes of longtime associates and of
families that Truman kmew in his youth. These include the imposing Sawyer
house, 510 North Delaware, and the Burrus house, at 503 North Delaware. The
house at 610 North Delaware marks the site of the home of Mrs. Truman's Wal-
lace forebears, and a great oak at the southwest corner of the lot next to the
street survives from the childhood scene recalled by the former President, who
lived on nearby Waldo Street between 1895 and 1901. Some new construction has |
occurred in this block of Delaware, bounded by Farmer and College Avenues. In |
the one block north of College, most of the older houses have given way to new
ones, while the area beyond Nettleton Avenue and south of the U.S. Highway 24
overpass has been cleared by urban renewal officials. Delaware Street runs
beneath the overpass and ends at the former Slover Memorial Park, now part of
the Truman Library Grounds.

Within a few blocks of the Truman Historic District stand three of the former
President's boyhood homes, at 909 West Waldo, 619 South Crysler, and 502 North

6
Jonathan Daniels, The Man of Independence (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott
Company, 1950), p. 122.
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Liberty. Other Truman sites in the vicinity include the Jackson County
Courthouse, remodelled to its present appearance during Truman's term as

presiding judge; the Missouri Pacific Railroad Station which as the scene of
the affectionate welcome-home ceremony tendered to the ex-president in January
1953; and the diminuitive Trinity Episcopal Church where both President and

Mrs. Truman and their daughter, Margaret, were married.
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UNITED STATES
. - DEPARTMERT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D,C.

The Fational Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Harrv S. Truman Historic Tistrict
North Delaware Strect Area
Independence, Missouri

One of Harry Truman's biographers, Jonathan Daniels, has observed
that the former Vresident's sturdy Midwestern character matches that
of North Dclaware Street in Independence, Missouri, the neighborhood
which more than iny other suggests his life and career. As a boy,
Truman lived a few blocks away, and from 1919--shortly before his
political career began--until the present, Truman and his wife have
made thcir home at number 219 North Delaware. Starting as a county
official, Truman became successively a U.S. Seaator, then Vice-
President, before entering the White House in 1945, His presidential
career itself was laced with reactions and observations formed in the
pelitical arena of Independence and surrounding Jackson County. Since
the Truman Presicdancy ended, many American leaders, including former
Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, and former
Chief Justice Earl Warren, have visited Mr. Truman at his home or at
the Truman Library, the repository of the Presidental papers.

The historic district includes the length of North Delaware Street,

bounded by the grounds ¢f the Truman Library on the north and

Lexington Avenue on the south, In addition to the century-old Truman
residence itself, the oak-shaded, predominantly residential neighbor-

hood includes public structures variously associated with Truman, as

well as the homes of longtime Truman associates. ﬁespite the changes

wrought by an urban redevelopment program along the upper portion of Delaware
Street, the flavor of the area is still very much that of Truman's active

political life and even earlier years when it nurtured a youth who would
become President,

LA S O A

NSHSB: 12-7-71
R3SG
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Minimum Minimum Minimum
Width of Spacing Spacing
Common_Name Generic Name Parkway In Yards 1in Pkwy.
Maple, Red Acer rubrum 6' 50° 75°
var. Armstrong 4! 10t . 30
var., Columare 6! 20" 40"
var. Doric &' 10" 30
var, Gerling* 6 25 40°
var, Tilford* 6 35 40
Maple, Sugar, Acer Saccharum. - 15° 45* aaq'
(Hard & Rock)} var. Columnare - 12! 15 35
) var. Globosum* 12! 10 25
var, Green Mountain 12t 35’ 60'
Maple, Tartarianw* Acer tartaricum 12! 20" 40!
Oak, Northern Red Quercus rubra g 65" 80'
Oak, Red Quercus borealist 9! 65" ag’
Dak, Scarlet Quercus coccinea 20" 65' a8
Oak, Shumard Quercus Shumardii 9! 75! 90"
Pagoda Tree Sophora japonica 6' 40" 65'
Pear, Callery Pyrus calleryana 9 25t 45!
var. Bradford 9. 25 . 45"
var. Chanticleer* 12! 15! 60"
Pine, Austrian Pinus nigre 15" 50' 75
{syn. European Black) . :
Pine, Eastern White Pinus strobus 20! 80! 75
var, fastigfata 12¢ 15¢ 50
Pine, Scotch Pinus sylvestris 20! 50'+ 75!
Plum, Prissord* Prunus cerasifera' atro- 12* 20" 45!
{purple leafed) purpurea
and its hybrids
Redbud, Easternw Cercis canadensis 15 2o* 50
Russian, Qlivaw Eleagnus angustifolia 6! 30 50!
{syn. Oleaster)
Sascafras Sassafras albfdum g 45! 60*
officinale :
Serviceberry, Anelanchier laevis 15 3g! 60!
Allegany*
Serviceberry, Apple* Amelanchier grand{flora 12! 25! 5Q¢
Serviceberry, Shadblow Amelanchier eanacensis 9! 45! 60
© ${lverball, Carolina* Halesfa carslina 9 30! 50!
Silverbell, Mountain Halesia monticola 9’ 50! 60!
Spruce, Serbian Picea omorika 20' 38! 75¢
Sycamore, American Plantanus Occidentalis 12 65! 75!
not to be colonated
or mass planted
Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera 12! 60* 75
{syn Tulip Popular
and Yellow Popular)
Wing-Nut, Caucasfan Pterocarya fraxinifolia 9 65’ 75!
Yellow-wood Cladrastic Tutea 20! 45" 75"

SECTION 2. If any section, sub-section, paragraph, sentence, clauss,
or phrase of this ordinance, on Article 7 of Chapter 14 of the Independence
City Code, should be declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, such decision
shall not affect the validity for any other part of this ordfnance, or
Article, which can be given effect without such invalid part or parts,

SECTION 3. That all other perts and provisions of the indepencence
City Coce remdin Tn full force and affect, uniess previously or subsequently
aniended or repealed,

10
429



Aaa
Animals 357-9.
Adams, James W.
30-1; 35, 318.
air conditioning
alcove (2nd floor)
alley 202, 333.
Anderson, C.E, 191~-202;
attic B4,
fan 106.
dormer windows
stairway 36-7;
storage closets
remodeling of
awnings 88,

(architect)
218, 240.
94.

205n.

194-5;
193,
187;
193-5.
90-2.

199.
195-6.
194,

BBB

backyard 84-5; 107, 218.
"back room" (2nd floor)
188,
badminton course
barn 26, 30, 60,
276, 278, 341-9,.
weathervane 200;
roof 348, 349n.
basement 84, 199,
306.
remodeling of 197-8
stairway replaced 198.
bathroom {(lst floor) 34,
152, 313.
bathroom (2nd floox)
103, 134, 187, 195,
205n, 236, 313.
bedroom, Bess & Harry Truman
76, 83, 190, 283, 285.
washbasin 190.
bedroom, 1lst floorx
101, 189%, 203n, 219,
290, 313, 314n, 339.
bedroom, front/master
101, 188.
plinths removed 201, 207n.
bedroom, Margaret's childhood
76, 82-3; 187, 190.
bedroom,
Truman's Dressing Room) 82
93, 186, 199, 204n, 210.

93,

259.
200,

262,
349.
201, 206n,
48,

82-3;
203n,

48, 83,

283-5;

B2,

northwest corner (Mr.

!
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bedroom, northwest front
101, 189-90.
Bicentennial sign 290, 300n.

bird bath 258.

Border War 5, 14.

Burrus, Rufus 178-9.

cCC

carpeting 94, 134, 186-7.

carriage house (See barn)
chimney(s) 35, 37, 288-9,.
Chrisman, William 15-8.
Christmas 134, 175, 279.
Lighting National Tree
135-7.
Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter Day Saints 3, 10.

cistern 311.

Civil War 4-6; 1l6.

construction (1848-50) of
house 13, 26.

curtains 37, 88, 200, 299.

pDD

Davy, Cornelius 10,

Delaware Street 14-5; 317.

dining room 190, 197.
wallpapered 190-1.

domestic help 351-3,

door, front 37, 201.

door, side (south) 37.

dormer windows 37.

driveway 84-5; 87, 201-2;
208n.

EEE

election, 1948 135, 138,
144,

electricity 305-6; 315.

English, George D. (& Co.)
15, 17.

English, James G. 17, 18.

EEE

fences (pre-1949) 85, 87.
iron picket 140, 144-6;



fences, iron picket (cont,)
149~-50; 171ln, 263, 334.
fire 26, 28-30; 193, 205, 278,
304, 312,
fireplaces (mantels) 36, 199,
303-4; 307.
surrounds removed 84, 98n.
First Presbyterian Church 43.
flagpole 128-9; 132, le66n,
280-2.
Flournoy, Jones H. 9-10.
flower gardens -85, 88, 133,
167, 258-9.
furnace 37, 304-7.
ductwork altered 197.
0oil pipe removed 19B.

GGG
garage (See barn)
garden (Lot 1) 61l.

gas system 31, 34-5; 306, 308-
309; 315.
gas yard lamp 257-8.

Gastel, Peter 15-7.

Gates, Edward Payson 24-5; 38n,
66.

Gates, Elizabeth Emery 24, 27,
47, 61, 67, 70, 80.

Gates farm 25, 68.

Gates, Frank E., 27, 48, 70,
g§0-~1; 96n.

Gates, George Porterfield 18,
24-7; 30-1; 44, 61, 311.
death 66-9.

Gates, George Walter 27, 38n,
66, 69-70, 9én.

Gates, George Washington 24-5.

Gates, Maud (Wells) 25, 70, 7ln.

Gates, Myra (Wallace) 25, 29,
66, 70, 7ln.

grandfather clock 25.

Grandview farm 42, 49, 59-60;
74, 94, 130, 235, 337.

HHH
hall 36, 187, 285-6, 305.

Hay, William B. 11-3; 15, 26.
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Hickman, Benjamin F. 10-1.
Holcomb, Azariah 9.

Hord, Francis P. 14. :
"Hyde Park of the West" 115.

I11

Independence High School
47, 318, 322.
Independence Sguare 13, 25.

KKK

kitchen 26, 31, 38, 67, 93,
188.
linoleum in 133, 288.
painting of 132-3; 189.
wallpaper 191, 286.
kitchen {(rear) stairway 49,
93, 195.
Korean Crisis 138-9.
LLL

lamp, gas yard 240, 257-8.
libraxy 36, 75, 93, 203-4n;
238, 252, 286.
painted 84, 188-9.
Korean Crisis and 138.
bookshelves 188-9; 192.

lightning rod 267.

"Little White House"™ 130.

living room 36, 48, 187,

- 197, 242, 244, 248, 250.
crystal lamps 83.
portieres 304-5,

Lockwood, Robert 279, 285,

287-8.
Lucas, Samuel A. 12,
Lunenburg, Vermont 24.

MMM

McCauley's Addition 14, 317.
McCauley Park Addition 68.
Manson, Tom (roofer) 264-7.
Maple Avenue 14, 18, 317.
Moline, Illinois 24.

Moore, James F. 10-1.
Mocore's Addition 11, 14,



Moore's Addition (cont.) le,
26-7; 61, 68, 317.
NNN

National Historic Landmark
292, 294,

Naticonal Historic Site

Newell light 36.

Nickell, Robert (wallpaperer)

295-6.

187-91; 203n, 205n, 284-¢6.
Nolands
Joseph and Ethel (Ella Truman)
49-50.

Nellie and Ethel 43.
Q00

Ogden house (211 N. Delaware)

323-4; 326.
PRP
paint/painting
color, black 67, 150, 263,
341.
color, gray 1lle6, 150-1; 341.
color, Kentucky green 1l6.
color, white 117-24; 150-1.
baseboards 186, 188.
fence 263, 299n.
kitchen 132-3.
Sanders Painting Co. 259,
262-3; 271n,
Palmer, Jonathan R. 12-4; 20n.
parlor/music room 36, 93, 175,
197, 199, 203-4n.
chandelier 83, 315.
crystal lamps 83.
piano 88.
wallpapered 190.
passagewzay (2nd floor) 76, 82,
210.
pergola 88, 107, 151, 253, 256,
258, 260-1.
"Person to Person" 220-31; 235.
piano, baby grand 88.
porch, west front 34, 37, 60,
91-2; 1lle6, 287, 289, 300n.
porch, south front 48, 287, 299n.
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screened
178, 188,

porch,
152,
258,
porch,
311.
Port Byron,

reatr
165,

132,
219,
rear south

152, 246,

Illinois 24.

portieres 304-5; 307.
privacy 131, 218, 275.
RRR
receptions
Vice-President 107, 258.
groundbreaking 219-20.

Margaret's wedding 223.

HSTL dedication 223, 234.
Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints,

Center Stake Building 277,
318.
Roberts, Preston 18-9, 22n.

Rock Street (See Maple Ave.)
roof

slate 35, 1l6, 178, 263-
267; 272n.
asphalt shingle 265-7.

rose arbor (See pergola)
58S

Sanders, Robert (Painting

Company} 141, 203n, 259,
262-3; 271n.
carpentry 287-9.

Secret Service (See also
Lockwood, Robert) 139,
169n, 176, 274-9.
anti-intrusion alarms 146,

271ln, 275-8; 280, 291,
297n.
barn 140, 348.
fence 140, 1l44-6; 149-50,
171ln.
security booth 140-4; 274.
shrubbery 139,
224 N. Delaware (Command
Post) 277, 280, 291, 298n.
shutters 88-90.
sidewalks 293, 327-9.



sitting/sewing room (2nd floor)
49, 93.
Slack, A.T. (mansion) 318, 321,
Slaughter, John B. 14, 20n.
sleeping porch (2nd floor) 76,
83.
stairway (main)
carpeted 134.
wallpapered 285,
Stegall, Richard W. (home) 16.
steps, front 36, 287, 299n.
storage room (See "back room")
storm doors & windows 195-6.
Summer White House
renovation 116-25; 130, 139,
165n, 174, 324.
sundial 258-9.

TTT

telephone 337-9; 340n.

television 234, 269n,
antenna 234.

Thornton, James T. 14-5.

tile, ceramic 199-200; 205n.

Trinity Episcopal Chyrch 73,
223.

Truman, Bess Wallace

birth 44,
childhood 46-8.
courtship 49-61.

daughter 76, 94-5,

death 280, 290-1.

First Lady 115.

marriage 73.

meets Harry Truman 43,

modernization 185-202; 284-6.

post-1972 283-90.

purchase of house 179-81.

retirement 176, 210-1,

Secret Service 141, 144, 274-

27%; 279-80, 285,

summers in Independence 129,
Truman, Harry S

birth 42,

courtship 49, 59-61.

daughter 76, 94-5.

death 280-3.

dressing room 186.
finances 234-5; 269n.
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Truman, Harry S (cont.)
first homecoming 125-7.
haberdashery 74-5.
health 218-9; 236-8.
Jackson County politics

75-6; 95-6.
marriage 73.
meets Bess Wallace 43,
modernization 185-202.
President 115.
purchase of house 179-81,
retirement 176, 210-1.
Secret Service 275-6; 279.
Senator 101-3.
Stafford 60, 64n.
Vice President 107, 112,
114,

Truman Heritage District
292-4.

Truman, John Anderson 42,
Truman Library 219, 235-6;
276, 280, 287, 291, 295,

Truman, Margaret (Daniel)
138, 145, 182n, 279.

backyard 84-5.
birth 76,
childhood 83-4; 94-5.

First Family 115.
Gunston Hall 102, 106.
painting kitchen 132-3,
post-1972 283, 289, 291,
299n.

wedding 223.

Truman, Martha Ellen 42,
130,

Truman (Tanyard, Blue, Van

Horn) Road 13, 85, 150,
330-4.

ydu

U. N. Day Proclamation 239,
VvV

vestibule 36, 150.

door to 37.
Victorian furnishings



WWW
Waggoner-Gates Milling Co. 27-8;
30, 68-9; 177-8.
Wallace Brothers' Bungalows 62,
149, 313.
Wallace, David Frederick 46,
48, 60, 82-3, 101, 106, 177.
Wallace, David Willock 43-7.
suicide of 47-8; 63n.
Wallace, Frank Gates 46, 48,
59, 63n, 73, 174, 177-9.
Wallace, George Porterfield 46,
48, 82, 131, 174, 177, 196.
Wallace, Madge (Margaret Gates)
25, 44, 48, 70, 73, 82, 93,
106-7; 129, 185,
and granddaughter 84-5,
death 174-5; 177-9.
purchases house 8l1.
moves downstairs 101.
Wallace, T.B. 66, 69, 81,
wallpaper (See Nickell, Robert)
water system 28, 31, 34-5, 198-
199; 311-3.
sewer 62, 312-3; 314n, 333-4.
Watson Memorial Methodist Church
318-20. '
Wells, William Strother 69.
Westwood, Mike 275.
William Chrisman High School
322.
Woodson, Chrisman & Comingc law
firm 12, 15, 18.
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