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DEDICATION

To my grandparents:

Vella Virginia (Hawkins) and Lee Alfred Cockrell, Sr.

Elizabeth Frances (Stevens) and Timothy Edmond Carey
And to "The Trumans of Independence":
Harry S Truman

Bess Wallace Truman

Margaret Truman Daniel



FORWORD

Just as my Historic Structures Report, History and Significance,
Harry S Truman National Historic Site, Independence, Missouri (HSR,
1984), was unique in revealing the structural history of 219 North
Delaware Street, so, too, does this Historic Resource Study (HRS)
represent the first in-depth, comprehensive history of the Truman
family in their home town.

It is a true challenge for any researcher to explore new fron-
tiers, and this project posed many obstacles and perils.

The Gates/Wallace/Truman house never existed in a vacuum, al-
though the outside world was seldom invited inside the comfortable,
Victorian interior. The home was the private domain of this Inde-
pendence family, a place, unlike the White House, where a so-called
"public life" did not exist. It is for this reason, therefore, that
I chose to portray 219 North Delaware in the context not only of the
extended Truman family, but in the broader sense of their neighbor-
hood, community, and Jackson County.

The Trumans of Independence should be considered the "defini-
tive text" on any subject or issue which differs from the 1984 HSR.
The HRS has the benefit of considerable additional research which
corrects some information contained in the HSR, i.e. Gates/Wallace
family history and structural chronology (a summer 1984 National Park
Service physical investigation of the Truman home conclusively re-
vealed that the east "kitchen" wing is pre-Civil War vintage. In
defense of the HSR, I must add that the document did suggest the
possibility of an 1848-50 structure!). ___

There are many people who gave me assistance on this project.
The individuals and organizations are listed in the bibliography. To
all of them go my deepest thanks for helping to make this work a
reality. v

Like Harry Truman, I am proud to claim Independence, Missouri,
as my home town. By the time I entered the world on February 28,
1958, that "town" had become a "city." Born at Independence Hospital
and Sanitarium (people always ask which section I was in) a mile due
west of 219 North Delaware Street, I lived nine miles away from the
Gates/Wallace/Truman house. Altough I never met Harry or Bess
Truman, I feel as if they are close, personal friends. The Trumans
of Independence are just that kind of people.

Ron Cockrell
Research Historian
National Park Service
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INTRODUCTION

The Harry S Truman National Historic Site, authorized for inclu-
sion in the National Park System by P. L. 98-32 (97 Stat. 193) on
May 23, 1983, is at 219 North Delaware Street, Independence, Jackson
County, MiSsouri. It is 15 miles east of downtown Kansas City and
less than one mile west of Independence Squafe. The national histor-
iec site,‘representing only the .77-acre Truman property itself, is on
the southeast corner of North Delaware Street and Truman Road. The
National Park Service operates the property as a historic house

museum and interprets it to the public with guided tours.

Many appellations have been assigned to the national historic
site: the Gates house or mansion, the Gates/Wallace house, the
Gates/Walllace/Truman house, and the Truman home. During the Truman
presidency, it was called the "Summer White House'"--even in the dead
of winter. Harry Truman often referred to it by address, 219 North
Delaware, and so, too, does the famous address predominate in this

Historic Resource Study.

The Truman home, together with its historic support structures,
remained in Gates/Wallace/Truman family control from 1867 to 1982.
Under the terms of Bess Wallace Truman's will, the property and its -
contents were bequeathed to the Federal Government. On December 8,
1972, Secretary of the Interior James G. Watt declared the "Harry S
Truman National Historic Site." The National Park Service took

actual possession of 219 North Delaware Street on December 12, 1982.



CHAPTER ONE

THE EARLY HISTORY OF INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI



THE EARLY HISTORY OF INDEPENDENCE

Jackson County was established by the Missouri General Assembly
on December 15, 1826, five years after the admission of the state
into the Union. Three commissioners were sent to select a site for
the new county seat. They chose a 160-acre tract three miles south
of the Missouri River in north-central Jackson County which they
called "Independence." The newly-organized Jackson County Court
endorsed the site in the spring of 1827, and the sale of town lots

commenced on July 9 of that year.

Settlers began to trickle into this new frontier town, princi-
pally from Kentucky and Tennessee. As the county seat, Independence
grew into an important economic center for western Missouri. Its
proximity to the Missouri River allowed the town to receive supplies
from the river boats via wagon trains. Overland commerce from St.
Louis passed through Independence as well and continued on to the
west and southwest. The small Missouri town was a natural commercial
center for the growing trade with Mexico. As early as 1827, Inde-
pendence was the westernmost outfitting settlement for the beginning

of the Santa Fe Trail.

In the winter of 1830-31, five elders of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints arrived in Independence. Their duty as
missionaries was to convert the Indians living to the immediate west

of Missouri. Church founder Joseph Smith, Jr., came to Independence



in the summer of 1831. He revealed to his followers that Jackson
County was truly the "Promised Land" hence the new headquarters for
the faith. He declared Independence the "City of Zion." Smith's
followers, commonly referred to as Mormons, poured into Independence

determined to establish their own religious community.

The Mormon migration alarmed many of the townspeople. A massive
influx of the religious zealots was perceived as a threat to their‘
own interests. The Mormon belief that Jackson County represented a
promised land given by God was especially distressing. In November
1833, local residents drove the Mormons out of Independence and
Jackson County. The anti-Mormon crusade was brutally effective.
Every means at hand was used to expurgate the Mormon community from

the region.

During this time of social upheaval, Independence merchants were
reaping the benefits of being the center of the outfitting business
for fur traders and mule- and ox-drawn wagon trains bound for Santa
Fe. In the 1840s, the town outfitted emigrant groups bound for
Oregon., A wide array of basic supplies and luxury goods flowed into
Independence. In May 1846, Historian Francis Parkman observed:

Being at leisure one day I rode over to Independence.
‘The Town was crowded. A multitude of shops had sprung up to
furnish the emigrants and Santa Fe traders with necessities
for their journey; and there was an incessant hammering and
banging from a dozen blacksmith's sheds, where the heavy

wagons were being repaired, and the horses and oxen shod. The
streets were thronged with men, horses, and mules.’



Independence and Jackson County were economically dependent on
the westward migration. By 1848, most of the 12,000 settlers living
in Oregon had begun their journey in Independence. Upon discovering
gold in California, many of the prospectors of the 1849 gold rush
also swept through Independence. The small town was the starting
place of the three principal trails of the 19th century American

westward movement--Santa Fe, Oregon, and California.

Oon March 8, 1849, the Missouri General Assembly granted Indepen-
dence a home-rule charter. Four months later William McCoy was
elected the first mayor. Even before Mayor McCoy took the oath of
office.‘however. the economic decline of his community loomed. Other
Jackson County settlements, like Westport Landing (which was later

incorporated into Kansas City), ended Independence's trade monopoly.

The issue of slavery and the Civil War combined to decimate In-
dependence. Culturally and politically, the town was Southern,
Missouri's admission to the Union as a slave-holding state caused
many counties in the central section of the state to split into
North-South factions. Jackson County was no exception. The 1854
passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act upset the national political
balance between slave aﬁd non-slave states and broke the peace in

Jackson County.



The "Border War" erupted between Missouri and the Kansas terri-
tory in 1855. 1In a prelude to the Civil War, Kansas Jayhawkers (pro-
Union) and pro-South Missouri guerrillas led by William Clarke
Quantrill and others engaged in repeated raids across the state line.
Referred to as "Bleeding Kansas," the conflict found many western
Missouri counties bleeding, too. Border War marauding kept Jackson
County in a constant state of terror and the instability caused the
Independence outfitting trade irreparable harm. It all but collapsed

as the Civil War began in 1861.

Although sympathetic, Missouri did not follow her fellow slave
states and secede from the Union. In Jackson County, Kansas City was
confidently pro-Union while Independence and eastern Jackson County
served as a haven for Quantrill's guerrillas and other rebels. To
maintain Jackson County under Union control, Independence was made a
Federal post:and occupied by Union troops on June 7, 1862. On
August 11, 1862, in the first Battle of Independence, Confederate
soldiers and guerrillas invaded the town and temporarily Qrove the
Federal occupiers out. With the region in open revolt, Union mili-
tary strategists realized that Jackson County was the key to keeping
western Missouri, if not the entire state, for the North. A bold

initiative was needed to smash pro-Confederate public sentiment.

Confederate resistance in western Missouri was crippled when

punishment for Southern sympathizers came on August 25, 1863. U.S.



Brigadier General Thomas A. Ewing issued infamous Order Number 11, a
military directive which punished innocent and guilty alike. Order
Number 11 was issued following the burning of Lawrence, Kansas, by
Quantrill's raiders. It decreed that all rural inhabitants of Jack-
son and three other Missouri counties leave their homes within 15
days. Those residents willing to swear allegiance to the United
States were settled in Federal areas of control. Those who refused
were driven out. Federal troops then burned the abandoned properties
and crops which could have aided the guerrillas. When rural Jackson
Countians were allowed to return to their homes, most found only
charred remains. The area around pro-Confederate Independence was SO

barren that it was commonly called "the Burnt District."2

Life in occupied Independence was difficult. Abandoned homes
were appropriated and vandalized by soldiers. A December 22, 1863,
letter from former Mayor W. L. Bone (1858) describes the situation in
an area which could possibly have been Moore's Addition, the neigh-

borhood of the Gates-Wallace-Truman home:

Dear Friend:

Your letter of 29th October was received a few days ago, and I
now send you a reply. Your house still stands--not burnt-—-not
many houses have been burnt in the city, but all more or less

[are] injured by rough treatment. An Irishman is now in your

house--treats it tollerably well--pay [sic] no rent.

The Stegall Brick house [Note: Richard W. Stegall bought
Moore's Addition Lots 13 and 14 in 1847], near ours, 1s now
occupied by an old man who cut up some 10 to 15 hogs in the
parlor room last Sunday. That is a fair sample of how



dwelling houses are treated in town.

A number of good business houses on the square are now
occupied as horse-stables by the Kansas 11th. " You ask me if
you could not recover damages for the damage done your
property? I doubt it, If property is used by a command as a
necissity [sic] and it is damaged, then the govermment will
pay for it, I believe; but when it is torn to pieces by
private soldiers without orders, I do not think the government
will pay for it. -

W. L. Bone3

Mrs. Benjamin F. (Virginia Willock) Wallace was one of a group

of women who defended the Maple Avenue Methodist Church (later called

the Watson Memorial Methodist Church) on the northwest corner of

Maple Avenue and North Delaware Street. Mrs. Wallace was the

paternal grandmother of Bess Wallace Truman. According to the local

newspaper :

During the war there was an effort to take the property
of the Maple Avenue Methodist church in Independence. It was
such a movement as the men were powerless to prevent, most of
them being away serving in the Confederate army. A number of
the women of the church went to the church and remained there
night and day, and dared the soldiers to take them out by

force. Thus they held the property. Mrs. Wallace was one of
these.

The 'second Battle of Independence in October 1864 caused fur-

ther destruction. The town was ravaged for two days. The defeat of

Confederate forces in the Battle of Westport (October 23, 1864) not

only crushed Southern hopes in Jackson County and western Missouri,

but effectively ended the Civil War in the trans-Mississippi west

region.



The emotional scars of the Civil War took generations to heal .
Economically and politically, Independence never fully recovered.
The pre-war boom was gone forever. It was Kansas City that emerged
as the county's new crossroads where the railroads and new industries
located. Although real political power and control shifted to Kansas
City, Independence remained the de jure county seat. The post-Civil
War period marked the dawn of a new chapter in Independence history.
In this tranquil, small-town environment in the waning dgcades of the
century, a future President of the United States spent his childhood,

was educated, and matured into a man.

The Early History of Independence

1Bernd Foerster, Independence, Missouri (Independence, Mo.:
Independence Press, 1978), P. 16.

2The majority of this section was taken in passim from the
above-cited source.

3personal Files of Pauline S. Fowler, copied from a letter in
the Jackson County Historical Society Archives.

bwpeath From A Fall," The Jackson Examiner (May 29, 1908) ,
p. 3, Jim Williams Research, 1984 Internship, Harry S Truman National
Historic Site, (hereinafter cited as Williams Research, HSTR).




CHAPTER TWO

THE GATES COME TO INDEPENDENCE

History of Lots 2 and 3 of James F. Moore's Addition

George Porterfield Gates

The Waggoner-Gates Milling Company

George P. Gates Builds A Mansion, 1885



HISTORY OF LOTS 2 AND 3 OF JAMES F. MOORE'S ADDITION

Jones H. Flournoy purchased an 80-acre tract of land adjacent to
the town of Independence in January 1832, and immediately began
selling off parcels.1 Oon July 12, 1836, Flournoy sold 42.18 acres,
including the property which is now the Truman home, to Cornelius
Davy for $2.000.2 Three years later, on August 3, 1839, Davy sold
this property, roughly 40 acres and a portion of Town Lot 38, to

Independence merchant James F. Moore for $5,000.3

What caused James F. Moore to leave Independence and return to
his native Shelby County, Kentucky, is not known. Moore, like many
other businessmen, left Independence during this period of economic
" uncertainty. The 1837 recession hit Jackson County hard as the panic
saw many businesses fail., Many settlers decided to return to more
stable regions like Kentucky and Tennessee." On March 27, 1840,
Moore granted power of attorney to Benjamin F. Hickman to go to Jack-
son County and either sell or lease his 135 acres ad jacent to Inde-
pendence as well as his property in town.? Hickman was unsuccessful
in selling the property. Six years ellapsed when, on August 15,
1846, Moore again authorized Hickman to sell all his property in
Jackson County.6 With the incorporation of Independence slated for
the end of the decade, Hickman guaranteed his client increased
profits by arranging the platting of a large segment of Moore's

property. On September 29, 1847, "James F. Moore's Addition" was

1



platted and entered in the Jackson County Recorder's office.” Soon
after the 1849 town incorporation, Moore's Addition was included in

Independence.

Hickman's plan for platting Moore's property and selling it off
lot by lot worked. The land was attractive to buyers because it‘was
within eaéy walking distance from Independence Square and because it
was adjacent to one of the earliest roads built in the county. (This
road is in the approximate location of what is known today as "Truman
Road ."8) On August 28, 1848, Lots 2 through 6, 8, and 16 through 18
of Moore's Addition was sold to William B. Hay (The Truman home was
later built on 2 and 3). The price of the nine lots was $800, or a

little more than $88 per lot .9

William B, Hay, 38, was born in Virginia and came to Missouri
via Arkansas. He, too, was a merchant,10 but oneywhoywas constantly
in debt. Hay owed his creditors nearly $9,000. With his indebted-
ness worsening, Hay became desperate. On July 11, 1849, he granted
full power of attorney to the law firm of Samuel H. Woodson, William
Chrisman, and Abraham Comingo to do everything possible to erase his
debts, including liquidating his property.11 Hay's selection of the
law firm of Woodson, Chrisman, and Comingo was a dubious choice.
Samuel H. Woodson had acquired local renown for his special skill:
clearing up titles to properties expropriaﬁed from the Latter Day

Saints, people whom he especially detested .12

12



In 1849 or 1850, Hay's business failed. The 1850 United States
Census of Jackson County reveals that Hay, his wife Emma, and two
sons had lost their home. The Hay family was living in the home of

lawyer Richard Reese.13

On August 19, 1850, a writ of fieri facias was issued against

Hay to compensate his creditors. The writ authorized Sheriff George
W. Buchanan to advertise Hay's property in a local newspaper 20 days
in advance of selling it at public auction on the steps of the county
courthouse. On September 11, 1850, Lots 2 and 3 of Moore's Addition
were sold to the highest bidder, Independence Mayor Jonathan R.
Palmer, at $120 and $100 respectively. Because it was sold to the
highest bidder, the bids the sheriff received were most likely low
and unrepresentative of the property's true value. Palmer also

purchased Lots 4 and 5, at $120 and $122 respectively.1u

The price variation between Lots 2 ($120) and 3 ($100) is
revealing. That Hay lost his home and property in Moore's Addition
is also significant. Although the location of the Hay house is not
known, it is possible that a house was built on Lot 2 and 3 which
accounts for the increased value of the lot. Hay purchased the
property in August 1848, for $88 per lot. Despite the low sheriff's
sale price, the increase in only two years from $88 to $100 and $120

is striking and suggests that the property was indeed improved. That

13



a house could have been built there is probable because the land ad-
joined a major east-west road (known as Tanyard, now Truman, Road)
which was in usé as early as 1831. Its close proximity to Indepen-
dence Square made it especially appealing for home-building. Because
sawnills were present in the area, it was probably constructed from _
cut lumber. In relationship to the road, the roof line of the house

probably had an east-west orientation.15

The existence of a 1848-50 structure, if not justified by the
above information, is clearly evident by a July 1984, physical
investigation of the Gates/Wallace/Truman home. Conducted by the
National Park Service, the structural investigation revealed that the
home was built in three distinet phases and periods. The oldest, or
original structure, is the easternmost section, or "kitchen wing."
Considering that historical evidence supports the 1867 and 1885
additions, structural configuration and composition suggest that this
earlier addition pre-dates the Ci;il War. It is, therefore, evident
that this original structure is the remnant of William B. Hay's house

of 1848-50.16

Jonathan R. Palmer, the new owner of the property in 1850, was a
lawyer and the incumbent mayor of the town.17* Palmer, like Hay, was

also afflicted by debts. Three weeks after he purchased it, Palmer

*palmer was mayor from. June to December 1850.

14



mortgaged all his property to John B. Slaughter on October 2, 1850.
The $6,000 bond was payable on January 2, 1851.18 Slaughter, a
merchant and Palmer's successor as mayor,19* received legal title to
Lots 2 through 5 of Moore's Addition when Palmer defaulted on the

bond .

As this discussion of'Lots 2 and 3 of Moore's Addition reveals,
Jackson County land transactions in the 1840s and 1850§ were numerous
and recurrent. By 1857. Lots 2 and 3, the site of the Truman home,
had changed hands seveﬁ times. Most of the previous owners lost the
property because of indebtedness or sold it and hurriedly moved away
from the troubled area. On February 2, 1857, John B. and Margretta
Slaughter, who fled to St. Louis to escape the Bdrder War, sold their
four lots to James T. Thornton and Francis P. Hord. The men paid

$500, an average of $125 per lot 20

In 1858, North Delaware was extended south from McCauley's Addi-
tion into James F. Moore's Addition. James T. Thornton of "Turner
and Thornton Bankers" signed a quitclaim deed to the City of Indepen-
dence relinquishing 24.75 feet from Lot 3 for‘the‘streét extension.21:
The move situated Lots 2 and 3 at the southeast corner of North Dela-

ware and Tanyard Road.

*Slaughter served only one month as mayor, January 1851.

15



Turner and Thornton Bankers, like other financially-strapped Inde-
pendence businesses in this chaotic era, failedf Before the
Thorntons returned to their native Kentucky, they sold Lots 2 and 3
on November 29, 1859. The property was sold to Peter Gastel for

$350, an average of $175 per lot.22 |

The property changed hands again one yéar later. Peter and
Sally Gastel were indebted to George D. English and Company of St.
Louis for four promissory notes totalling $2,069.35. Unable to
satisfy their debts by the November 20, 1860, deadline, the Gastels
entered into a three-party trustee's deed. Independence lawyer |
William Chrisman acted as the middle-man between the Gastels and
George D. English and Company. Chrisman paid the Gastels one dollar
for Lots 2 and 3 to hold in trust for one year, until November 20,
1861. If the debt went unpaid, Chrisman was entitled to sell the
property at public auction.23 The Civil War and the Federal
occupation intervened, halting the execution of the 1860 Gastel

trustee's deed for five years.

The hardships suffered because of the war left a deep resentment
among Independence residents which intensified with the influx of
"carpetbaggers." Jackson County residents also enjoyed the postwar
spirit of the opportunists. Many lawyers, the real estate agents of
this era, made their fortunes in questionable land transactions.

Independence barristers were not left off the bandwagon.zu



In mid-1866, William Chrisman invoked the 1860 Gastel trustee's
deed and proceeded with the public sale. Lots 2 and 3 were adver-
tised in the Independence Sentinel 20 days before the sale. The
property was auctioned on the courthouse steps on August 25, 1866.
The highest bidder was James G. English who paid $425 for the two
lots, an average of $212.50 per 1ot .25 No mention was made of any of
the sale proceeds going to George D. English and Company of St.

Louis, the holder of the Gastels' 1860 promissory notes.

The September 26, 1866, warranty deed mysteriously omits James
D. English's county of residence. Even more curious is a power of
attorney granted by James G. and Mary E. English on September 15,
1866, from New Haven County, Connecticut. Dated 11 days before the
warranty deed granting them possession of Lots 2 and 3 was filed in
Jackson County, the power of attorney authorized William Chrisman to
sell the property. The warranty deed was recorded by Chrisman's
friend and one-time law partner, Abraham Comingo, on January 26,
1867. The English's power of attorney to William Chrisman was

recorded by Abraham Comingo on June 21, 1867.26

On the same day, June 21, 1867, Comingo recorded another land
transaction for his friend William Chrisman. The previous day,
Chrisman sold Lots 2 and 3 to George P. Gates of Jackson County. A

recent settler from Illinois, Gates paid Chrisman $700, or an average
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of $350 per lot.27 This steep price in the lean post-war years
suggests the possibility of a house or other structures on the

property.28

As the eleventh owner of the property at North Delaware and
Tanyard Road, George P. Gates sensed or was told that something'about
his deed was not right. On July 1, 1867, Gates paid Preston Roberts
one dollar to sign a quitclaim deed to Lots 2 and 3.29 Gates's act
was the move of a shrewd businessman. Preston Roberts was a promi-
nent citizen who lived at the southern terminus of Delaware Street on
the south side of Rock Street (now Maple Avenue). Roberts was a
banker and a former U.S. Mail contractor. Gates reasoned that any
potential challenge to his title would be discouraged by Preston

Roberts's solid reputation.3o

GEORGE PORTERFIELD GATES

Stephen Gates was the founder of the Gates lineage in the New
World which led to the Gates/Wallace/Truman home in Independence,
Missouri. He first came to America from England in 1638, and settled
in Massachusetts. There he helped found two colonial towns, Hingham
and Lancaster., Stephen Gates's great-grandson, Silas Gates, still
lived in the colony when he was called to serve in the Revolutionary

War.31
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Silas and his wife, Lavina, had nine children. Their second
son, Samuel, was born in Marlporough, Massachusetts, on August 16,
1760. Like his father, 15-year-old Samuel also took up arms against
the British in 1776, fighting in the battles of White Plains (1776),
Saratoga (1777), and Monmouth (1778). He was with General George
Washington at Valley Forge during the bleak winter of 1777-78. After
three years in the military, Samuel Gates was discharged and he re-
turned to Massachusetts where he married Lucretia Williams in 1781.
In 1783, the same year their son, Samuel Jr., was born, the couple
moved to the Vermont wilderness with four other families and founded
the town of Lunenburg. The Gates settled on a 100 acre lot where
they built a log house. In 1792, Gates built the first frame house
in Lunenburg which served as the first meeting place of the county
court as well as the local church. Samuel Gates, Sr., died in 1854

at age 9&.32

Samuel Gates, Jr., and his wife, Jerusha Clark Gates, had a son,
George w.,33 born on March 5, 1807.3u George W. Gates served as a
United States Marshal in Vermont during the administration of |
President Martin Van Buren (1837-41). He married Sarah D. Todd of
Portland, Maine, a schoolmate of American poet Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow.35 The couple had seven children: George Porterfield
(born April 2, 1835); Frederick S.; Walter G.A(born 1839); Edward
Payson (born March 5, 1845); Margaret C. (born 1841); Eliza; and

Charles Carroll .36
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George Porterfield Gates, the maternal grandfather of Bess
Wallace Truman, was 15 when his family.moved from Lunenburg, Vermont,
to Port Byron, Illinois, in 1850.37 There he engaged in the lumber
business. George P. Gates married Elizabeth Emery in 1860. [ See
Figures 1 and 2]. Elizabeth Emery Gates, born in 1841 in Rounds,
North Hampshire, England, emigrated to the United States at age
seven. Entrusted to the care of the ship's captain, the young girl
was sent away to Americéa by her family, most of whom perished because
of an epidemic.38 In the Port Byron/Moline area, George P. and
Elizabeth Gates had three daughters: Margaret ("Madge", born 1862),

Maud (1864), and Myra (1866). [See Figure 31].

Life in Illinois for the family was relatively peaceful during
the Civil War. For unknown reasons, lawyer George W. and Sarah Gates
moved to Independence, Missouri, following the conclusion of the war
in 1865. Records at the First Presbyterian Church of Independence
indicate that the couple joined the first week of January 1866.39
George P. and Elizabeth Gates and their three daughters followed them
to Independence in 1866;"0 they joined the same church on June 9,

1867.“1* Among their possessions was a valuable heirloom, a grand-

*George P. Gates subsequently became a deacon, elder, choir
director (resigned in 1887), and superintendent of the music
department. The church still has a Gates education endowment fund.
(See Elizabeth Safly notes of telephone call, March 1, 1983, with
Nancy Ehrlich, former Archivist of the JCHS Archives, folder-Gates,
George P., Vertical File, HSTL.
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FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2

FIGURE 1: George Porterfield Gates.
Date Unknown
Truman Library Photo No. 82-79.

FIGURE 2: Mrs. George Porterfield (Elizabeth Emery) Gates.

Date Unknown
Truman Library Photo No. 82-144.
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FIGURE 3

FIGURE 3: Children of George and Elizabeth Gates
Left to Right: Maud, Madge (Margaret), and Myra.
Date: Circa 1870
Truman Library Photo No. 82-87
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father clock (still extant in the Truman home) made in England in

1732.

George W. and Sarah Gates probably settled first on a 77-acre
farm 3.5 miles southwest of Independence Square. They later bought a
sizeable tract in the present day vicinity of College and Noland Road
which became the Gates Park Addition to the City of Independence in
1887. (The G. W. Gates house is still extant) .#2 Ownership of the
farm and his successful business interests elevated George W. Gates
to the ranks of respected community leaders. As early as 1867, the
newcomer was appointed to a one-year term as one of three judges on
the Jackson County Court. It was the same position his great-grand-
daughter's husband, Harry S Truman, would hold 55 years 1ater.u3 In
1871-72, George W. Gates represented Jackson County in the Missouri
Legislature. Subsequently he returned to Independence and was

elected to several terms on the county cour’t:.“u

His eldest son was an experienced lumberman. George P. Gates
joined a mill which was prospering from the post-war building boom in
Jackson County. Among Gates's earliest projects was sawing lumber
for the Hannibal Bridge in Kansas City. Completed in 1869, it was
the first railroad bridge to span the Missouri River.”s By the
1870s, G. P. Gates was in partnership with A. F. Anderson in a lumber
mill,% The firm, "Gates & Anderson," was atvthe northwest corner of

Maple and Liberty Street ("7 West Maple). Anderson's home was at "65
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West Maple," to the immediate west of today's Palmer Junior High

School on the same block as the Gates/Wallace/Truman home.“7

Family tradition holds that George P. Gates built the first
house on Lots 2 and 3 after he purchased the property in June 1867.
However, as pre&iously discussed, Gates added on to a pre-Civil War
structure. The 1867 addition, which was built onto the west end of
the two-story "kitchen wing;" includes the present day dining room,
library, central hall, and parlor/music room and their second floor
counterparts. An 1868 "Bird's Eye View of Independence" depicts the

1848-50/1867 Gates house. [See Figure 4]

At least one or more fires are known to have changed the config-
uration of the Gates house. A family tale about an early fire does
not include a date, cause, or extent of damage, but some details have
survived. To save her most treasured possessions, young Myra Gates
(born in 1866) put on her theatre hat and coat and escaped the burn-
ing home. Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace recalled:

Now the back of this house was burned at one time.
Auntie Myra was trying to save her opera hat and coat, and she
went out with them on! ...they [the Gates'] said there was a

fire and it burned off part of the old house. There's places
in the attic where you can see where the fire was.

George and Elizabeth Gates and their three daughters lived in
the 1848-50/1867 house at the corner of North Delaware and Blue Ave-

nue, formerly Tanyard Road. The home's initial address designation
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FIGURE 4

FIGURE 4: "Bird's Eye View Map of Independence,
Missouri," 1868. Enlargement of the North

Delaware Street Neighborhood.
The Gates house is across the street from
the Methodist Church which is numbered wiy.n
Jackson County Historical Society
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was 11 Delaware Street, but was changed to the familiar 219 North
Delaware in the 1890s.49 Two sons, G. Walter Gates (1868) and
Frank E. Gates (1871), were probably both born in the house as were
two daughters who died in their infancy. Tillie Gates died May 27,
1877, at the age of 3 years, 2 months, and 8 days. Elizabeth
"Bessie" Gates, apparently named after her mother, died October 8,
1884, aged 11 months, 10 days.50 (born November 29, 1883; still

extant in the Truman home is a silver cup engraved to "Baby Bessie").

Gates purchased two other lots in Moore's Addition. On Novem-
ber 2, 1868, Gates bought Lots 1 and 12 from Frederick F. Yeager for
$800. Yeager retained a vendors lien against the property until the
debt was paid in 1870.51 The new property was used as a garden and
grazing area. Lot 1 joins Lot 2 on the east while Lot 12 is immedi-

ately south of Lot 1. The four lots form a giant "L".

Edward Payson Gates followed his family to Independence in 1868.
Graduated with highest honors from Knox College in Galesburg, Il1li-
nois, in mid-year, E. P. Gates joined his parents in Missouri. He
began an internship with the law firm of Comingo and Slover and was
admitted to the bar in 1868. In 1877, E. P. Gates entered a partner-
ship with William H. Wallace (no relation to the D. W. Wallace family
of Bess Truman). Their firm, Gates & Wallace, thrived for 20 years
and was one of the leading law firms in the county. Lawyers John A.

Sea and T. B. (Theodoric Boulware) Wallace (husband of Myra Gates
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Wallace), subsequently joined the partnership. Gates was elected to
the newly-established position of Counselor of Jackson County in
1886, and was re-elected in 1888. 1In 1896, Gates was elected Circuit
Judge for the Sixteenth Judicial District of Missouri (Jackson

County).52 Judge E. P. Gates's home on North Spring is still extant.

Sarah D. Todd Gates, 82, died August 19, 1889. The George P
Gates family returned from a vacation in Colorado Springs, Colorado,

to attend the funeral at the First Presbyterian Church,53

Judge George W. Gates died July 5, 1890, from injuries he re-
ceived when his horse, terrified by boys firing off firecrackers,
bolted and ran away. The funeral also took place at the First Pres-
byterian Church. At the time of his death, G. W. Gates left five
children: G. P. and E. P. Gates, and Margaret Gates Moulton, all of
Independence; Fred S. Gates of Milner, Arkansas; and Walter Gates of

Phoenix, Arizona.5%4*

THE WAGGONER-GATES MILLING COMPANY

In the late 1840s, John A. Overfelt built a mill at a spring

¥The two deceased children were Eliza Gates Vincent and
Charles Carroll Gates (sometimes spelled Gaytes). Both had but one
child; the first, Flora Vincent Nichols of West Liberty, Iowa, the
second, Herbert Gates/Gaytes of Chicago. (Last Will and Testament,
G. W. Gates).
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near the present site of Pacific and Pleasant streets in Indepen-
dence. Overfelt fell victim to the antebellum economic hardships and
was forced into a trusteeship. In 1859, lawyer William Chrisman ad-
vertised the Overfelt mill and equipment to be sold to satisfy credi-
tors. He received né acceptable bids and the Civil War postponed a
subsequent auction. 1In 1866, the mill was finally sold. Peter
Waggoner, a recent settler from Pennsylvania, incorporated his new
business in 1867 as the "Independence City Mill, Peter Waggoner &
Son." He installed a new steam-powered grinder to replace the former

water- or oxen-powered system.

The Waggoner mill thrived. Peter Waggoner and son, William H.
Waggoner, began an ambitious expansion program in 1874. Their hard
work reaped financial rewards: In 1879, the family purchased the
prestigious Lewis-Bingham estate immediately south of the mill. In
the early 1880s, the Waggoners further enlarged and modernized the
mill. Construction was completed by 1883 when successful lumberman
George Porterfield Gates was welcomed as a business partner with the
title of secretary-treasurer. The business was incorporated under

the title "Waggoner-Gates Milling Company" with a 50-year charter.

The Waggoner-Gates Milling Company became the town's leading in-
dustry in the late 19th century. The brick roller mill, less than a
mile south of the Square, dominated the town with its 12-story eleva-

tor. It was famous for its "Queen of the Pantry" flour.2® The soft,
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wheat flour was popular with housewives for use in biscuits, bread,

and other baking goods.

Throughout the company's history on all Waggoner-Gates flour
sacks appeared a young woman in a bustle holding a fan and standing
before a beaded curtain. Tradition dictates the young woman was
either a composite of George P. Gates's three daughters or was

actually the oldest and loveliest daughter, Madge.56

A clever advertising campaign enhanced "Queen of the Pantry's"
appeal and Waggoner-Gates profits. A poster depicts a wife returning
unexpectedly from shopping, startled to see flour marks on her hus-
band's jacket, the tell-tale evidence of the pantry maid's embrace.
While the maid sports a pleased smile, the husband is consumed with
smelling a prickly cactus [See Figure 5] An omniscient inscription

on the calendar hanging on the pantry wall reads:

WEATHER FORECASTS

VIOLENT LOCAL
DISTURBANCES,
CYCLONIC STORM.
CENTRE RAPIDLY
APPROACHING,
THUNDER AND
LIGHTNING
TERRIFIC GUSTS,
TORRENTS OF
SCALDING WATER,
UNPARALLELED
METEOROLOGICAL
PHENOMENON

RAINY BLANKETS7
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An odd coincidence tying the Gates and Truman families together
involved the mill of E. A. Hickman at Hickman's Mill (now Hickman
Mills) in southernHJaékson County. Built in 1868, the mill was sold
in the 1880s. The flour milling equipment was sold to the Waggoner-
Gates Milling Company while the wood timbers were acquired by Solomon
Young, the maternal grandfather of Harry S Truman, who used them to

build a barn on his Grandview farm .58

GEORGE P. GATES BUILDS A MANSION, 1885

George P. Gates became one of Independence's wealthiest citizens
because of the success of the Waggoner-Gates Milling Company. Gates
helped organize and served on the board of directors of the Bank of
Independence. A devout Christian, Gates was an elder at the First

Presbyterian Church.59

Two»years after forming his partnership with the Waggoners,
George P. Gates decided to construct a sizeable addition to his home
on 219 North Delaware. The 1848-50/1867 home, a two-story structure
with an east-west roof orientation facing Blue Avenue, was cramped,
but adequate for his large family. By 1885, his youngest son, Frank,
was 14 and his oldest daughter, Madge, was married. As one of Inde-
pendence's leading businessmen, he needed a residence to reflect his

prominent standing in the community and serve as a comfortable re-
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tirement home for himself and his wife Elizabeth.

Gates commissioned a noted builder and architect, James W.
Adams, who lived at 141 North Main.00 Adams, who was born in 1828 in
Fauquier County, Virginia,61 built a two and one-half story mansion
fronting on North Delaware, a street rapidly becoming Independence's
most prestigious neighborhood. According to the Independence Senti-
nel, the Victorian-style mansion was comprised of "Fourteen rooms,
water and gas" systems and was the town's most expensive residence
built in 1885 at $8,000. The 1885 addition was built onto the west
and north ends of the 1867 structure. Finishing touches such as
fancy porches, windows, doors, mantels, lights, and a slate roof were
in place by mid--1886.62 Adams's completed effort produced a home

with a unified architectural style. [See Figure 6].

Across North Delaware on Lots 4 and 5, Adams built another man-
sion. The two-and-a-half story mansion with 10 rooms, water and gas
systems, was constructed for $7,200 for A. T. Slack [See Figure 7].
Slack, his wife, and seven children had lived in a small cottage
which is now a part of 216 North Delaware, the Noland-Haukenberry
house. After moving into the mansion in 1886 or 1887, their original
house was given its present Queen Anne facade and used as rental
property. A. T. Slack first purchased the lots on December 23, 1865.
He operated a successful hardware store and then a grocefy at 211-213

West Lexington. Slack retired in 1893 and died on February 19, 1915.
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The Slack mansion was sold in 1924, and it was torn down shortly

thereafter to make room for several small homes.63

HISTORY OF LOTS 2 AND 3 OF JAMES F. MOORE'S ADDITION

1Copy of Patent, State of Missouri, to Jones H. Flournoy, May
29, 1833, Deed Book (microfilm) 264, Page 526, No. 52543, Certificate
No. 82. All land title transactions from 1833 to 1867 regarding Lots
2 and 3 were researched by Mrs. Pauline S. Fowler, an Independence
historian and retired archivist for the Jackson County Historical
Society. Mrs. Fowler donated her time to the National Park Service
to conduct an exhaustive land title search of Jackson County's
original records. (Hereinafter cited as Fowler Research).

2Warranty Deed, Flournoy to Davy, July 12, 1836, Land Deed
Book D, Page 446, Fowler Research.

3Warranty Deed, Davy to Moore, August 3, 1839, Land Deed Book
F, Page 464, Fowler Research.

UMrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984,

SpPower of Attorney, Moore to Hickman, March 27, 1840, Land
Deed Book G, Page 573, Fowler Research.

bpower of Attorney, Moore to Hickman, August 15, 1846, Land
Deed Book L, Page 422, Fowler Research.

Twjames F. Moore's Addition," November 30, 1847, Plat Book 1,
Recorder's Office, Jackson County Courthouse, Independence.

8Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

OWarranty Deed, Moore by Attorney to Hay, August 28, 1848,
Land Deed Book N, Page 337, Fowler Research.

10pynited States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1850, Fowler
Research.

Mpower of Attorney, Hay to Woodson, Chrisman, and Comingo,
July 11, 1849, Land Deed Book O, Page 296, Fowler Research.

12wrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

13United States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1850, Fowler
Research.,
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T4sheriff's Warranty Deed, September 17, 1850, Land Deed
Book R, Pages 17-22, Fowler Research.

5Mrs, Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

16"Physical Investigation Report, Truman Home (HS-01), Harry S
Truman National Historic Site, July 24-26, 1984," by Michael Lee,
Restoration Specialist, and Alan O'Bright, Historical Architect,
Division of Cultural Resources Management, Midwest Regional Office,
National Park Service, Omaha, Nebraska.

1TMrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

18Bond, Jonathan R. Palmer, October 2, 1850, Land Deed Book P,
Page 557, Fowler Research.

19United States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1850; and
Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

2OWarranty Deed, Slaughter to Thornton and Hord, February 2,
1857, Land Deed Book Z, Page 527, Jackson County Courthouse.

21Quitclaim Deed, Thornton to City of Independence, May 14,
1858, Land Deed Book 29, Page 316, Jackson County Courthouse.

22Warranty Deed, Thornton to Gastel, November 29, 1859, Land
Deed Book 33, Page 470, Jackson County Courthouse.

23Trustee's Deed, Gastel, Chrisman, and English and Company,
November 24, 1860, Land Deed Book 36, Page 229, Jackson County
Courthouse.

24Mprs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984.

25Trustee's Warranty Deed, Chrisman to English, September 26,
1866, Land Deed Book 51, Page 25, Jackson County Courthouse.

26power of Attorney, English to Sawyer and Chrisman, Septem-
ber 15, 1866, Land Deed Book 52, Page 209, Jackson County Courthouse.

2TWarranty Deed, English by Attorney to Gates, June 20, 1867,
Land Deed Book 52, Page 210, Jackson County Courthouse.

28For a more complete history of the chain of title for Lots 2
and 3, see Cockrell, Ron. Historic Structures Report: History and
Significance, Harry S Truman National Historic Site, Independence,
Missouri. National Park Service, Midwest Regional Office, 1984.
[Hereinafter cited as "Cockrell, Historic Structures Report, HSTR"].

29Quitclaim Deed, Roberts to Gates, July 1, 1867, Land Deed
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Book 52, Page 273, Jackson County Courthouse.

30Mrs. Pauline Fowler, conversation, February 9, 1984; and
United States Census, Jackson County, Missouri, 1860. The 1886 Atlas
of the Environs of Kansas City in Jackson County, Missouri reveals
that P. Roberts owned three houses on Lots 6, 17, and 18 of Moore's
addition.

GEORGE PORTERFIELD GATES

31Howard L. Conard, editor, "Edward P. Gates," Encyclopedia of
the History of Missouri: A Compendium of History and Biography for
Ready Reference, Vol. III (New York: .The Southern History Company,
1901), p. 8, JCHS.

32Abbey M. Hemenway, editor, Vermont Historical Magazine/Gaze-
teer, Vol. 1 (1863), pp. 1021-2, folder-Gates/Wallace Genealogy,
Vertical File, HSTL. '

33Gary Boyd Roberts to Mrs. Margaret Truman Daniel, letter,
January 30, 1979, folder-Gates/Wallace Genealogy, Vertical File,
HSTL; Memorandum of Telephone Call, Jim Williams, National Park
Service to Vital Records Department, Vermont State House, Montpelier,
vt., July 20, 1984.

34Drawing of Family Cemetery Plot, George W. Gates, Sarah D.
Gates, Walter Gates, and Margaret C. Moulton, Block 39, Lot 5,
Woodlawn Cemetery, Independence, prepared by Jim Williams, National
Park Service, July 26, 1984.

35Encyclopedia of the History of Missouri, p. 8.

36Last Will and Testament of George W. Gates and Affidavit,
Edward P. Gates, December 4, 1915, Abstract of Title, Lot 23 of Gates
Park, folder-49-32-2, Gates Park Addition, JCHS.

3TEncyclopedia of the History of Missouri, p. 8.

38mrs. George P. Wallace, Interview, Independence, June 14,
1983.

39Obituary, Mrs. George W. (Sarah D.) Gates, Kansas City
Journal (August 20, 1889), p. 5, Williams Research, HSTR; Encyclo-
pedia of the History of Missouri, p. 8, JCHS; and Congregational
Records of the First Presbyterian Church of Independence, Missouri,
Gates Family, Williams Research, HSTR.

4Onclosed A Useful Life," Examiner (June 26, 1918), p. 1,
folder-Gates, George P., Vertical File, HSTL.
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l”Congr‘.egat’.ional Records of the First Presbyterian Church of
Independence, Missouri, Gates Family, Williams Research, HSTR.

UY2prfidavit of Real Estate Appraiser, November 18, 1918, R. R.
Chopin, No. 4177, Estate of G. P. Gates, Office of the Probate Court
of Jackson County, Independence, Missouri; Assessor's Book of Real
Estate, Independence, Missouri, for Year 1894, City of Independence,
Limestone Storage Facility, 16400 W. Truman Road; and Abstract of
Title, Lot 23 of Gates Park, folder-49-32-2, Gates Park Addition,
JCHS.

"3History of Jackson County, Missouri. Containing A History
of the County, Its Cities, Towns, Etc., Indexed Edition, 1881.
Reprinted by Cape Girardeau, Mo.: Ramfre Press, 1966, p. 485, JCHS..

. YUnjudge G. W. Gates Dead ," Kansas City Times (July 6, 1890),
p. 7, Williams Research, HSTR, and Encyclopedia of the Hlstory of
Missouri, p. 8, JCHS.

U5nclosed A Useful Life," Examiner (June 26, 1918), p. 1,
folder-Gates, George P., Research Room Vertical File, Harry S. Truman
Library (hereafter cited as HSTL).

u6Receipt.s/Invoices. "Gates & Anderson," (September 23-Octo-
ber 2, 1874) and February 22, 1876), JCHS; and (September 11, 1874),
Papers of Mary Shaw Branton, HSTR.

”7D1rectory of Independence Including Lee's Summit and Blue
Sprlngs For 1888-89 (Kansas City: R. S. Dillon and Company, 1888),
see: Anderson, A. F. '

“8Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace, Interv1ew, Independence, Mo.,
~June 14, 1983.

”9D1reetory of Independence, 1888 1889 (Kansas Clty' R. S.
Dillon and Company, 1888)

50Family Genealogical Chart, Family of George P. Gates, JCHS.

51Warranty Deed, Frederick F. Yeager to George P. Gates,
November 2, 1868 (recorded November 7, 1868), Land Deed Book 74, Page
. 454, Office of Deeds, Jackson County Courthouse, ‘Independence, Mo.

52Encyclopedia of the History of Missouri, pp. 8-9.

53kansas City Journal (August 20, 1889), p. 5, Williams
Research, HSIR.

5”"Judge G. W. Gates Dead," Kansas City Times (July 6, 1890),
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p. 7, Williams Research, HSTR.

THE WAGGONER-GATES MILLING COMPANY

55wsifting Through History at Mill," Kansas City Star ( August
14, 1967); Examiner (November 23, 1974); and "Vintage Mill Busier
Than Ever," Kansas City Star (January 7, 1965), Kansas City Star
Library (hereinafter cited as KCSL).

561ilian Rixey, "Bess Truman and Her Town," Life (July 11,
1949), p. 95; and Dear Bess: The Letters From Harry to Bess Truman,
1910-1959, Robert Ferrell, ed. (New York: W. W. Norton and Company,
1983), p. 5.

5TTaken from a Waggoner-Gates Milling Company poster found in
the Truman home in 1984, and James Kindall, "...Compliments of...
Waggoner-Gates Milling Co. Independence, Mo.," Kansas City Star
(November 18, 1976), KSCL.

58kansas City Times (November 7, 1966), folder-~Grandview,
Truman Farm House, Vertical File, HSTL.

GEORGE P. GATES BUILDS A MANSION, 1885

59nClosed A Useful Life," Examiner (June 26, 1918), p. 1,
folder-Gates, George P., Research Room Vertical File, HSTL; and
Congregational Records of the First Presbyterian Church of
Independence, Missouri, Williams Research, HSTR.

60pirectory of Independence, 1888-1889, JCHS.

61njames W. Adams," The History of Jackson County, Missouri,
Containing A History of the County, Its Cities, Towns, Etc., Indexed
Edition 1881 (reprinted Cape Girardeau, Mo.: Ramfre Press, 1966) .

62Cockr'ell, Historiec Structures Report, HSTR, see Chapter 3.

63Noland/Haukenber‘ry Residence, Preliminary Survey Form,
Independence Historic Survey (Kansas City: Solamon and Claubaugh,
1975).
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THE DAVID WILLOCK WALLACE FAMILY

George Porterfield Gates's oldest daughter, Margaret Elizabeth
("Madge"), gained the reputation as the "queenliest woman Indepen-—
dence ever produced." She prided herself on her clothing and erect
posture. To many, it seemed inevitable that she would fall in love
and marry the "handsomest man in town," David Willock wallace.! [See

Figures 8 and 9]

David W. Wallacé was born June 15, 1860, in Independence to
Benjamin F. and Virginia Willock Wallace. In 1833, B. F. Wallace was
one of the earliest settlers of Jackson County, and served as mayor
of Independence in 1869. At the time of his death in 1877, the elder
Wallace represented his county for the First District in the Missouri
Legislature. Young David W. Wallace proved to be as ambitious as his
father. Through his father's connections in Jefferson City, he be-
came the Assistant Docket Clerk of the Missouri Senate at age 14, and
then Assistant Engrossing Clerk the year his father died. Moving
back to Independence with his mother, he was appointed Jackson County

Deputy Recorder of Marriage Licenses on April 13, 1878.2

David Wallace, 23, and Madge Gates, 21, did indeed fall in love
and planned to be married. The wedding took place the evening of
June 13, 1883, at the First Presbyterian Church. The Kansas City

Journal remarked that "The event, in importance and elegance, was one
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FIGURE 8:

FIGURE 9:

FIGURE 8 FIGURE 9

Margaret "Madge" Gates
Date: Circa marriage to David W. Wallace,
Truman Library Photo No. 82-86.

David Willock Wallace

Date: Unknown
Truman Library Photo No. 82-82.
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which Independence society rarely celebrates." The article

continued,

The bride is a daughter of Mr. George P. Gates, of the
firm of Waggoner & Gates, millers, of this city. She is one
of the most refined and accomplished as well as one of the
prettiest brunettes in the city. The groom, Mr. D. W.
Wallace... is very popular, and possibly no young man in the
county has as extended an acquaintance and as many per sonal
friends as he.3

At 8:00 p.m., the church was filled to capacity. Forty minutes
later, Madge Gates was escorted to the altar by G. P. Gates. A
reception followed the ceremony at 219 North Delaware. The Journal

reported:

After the ceremony the bridal party repaired to the
elegant residence of Mr. Geo. P. Gates on Delaware street,
where the reception was held. The house was brilliantly
lighted. In the parlor under a canopy of flowers the newly
married couple received the congratulations of their relatives
and intimate friends, of whom about fifty couples were in
attendance. The beautiful lawn surrounding the house was
lighted with Chinese lantern, though the moon, which has so
long been obscured by the clouds, has scarcely ever shone more
brightly, and the night seemed to have been modeled for such
an occasion as was the event of the wedding. Tables were set
about on the lawn, on which a most delicious repast was
served. Mrs. Gates, as hostess, rendered the repast all the
more delicious by her endeavors to contribute to the enjoyment
of all the guests.u

Wedding gifts were displayed in the parlor. One which may still be
seen in the Gates/Wallace/Truman dining room is the epergne. The
melegant silver epergne, very massive" was given to the couple by the

groomsmen, O. H. Gentry, J. P. Scholl, J. A. McCoy, J. R. Cunningham,

R. G. Wilson, Jr., and L. 0. Schuler.5*
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The Wallaces lived two miles away from the Gates house at 117
West Ruby Street (the home is extant). David Wallace purchased the
property on July 28, 1882.% It was in this house that the couple's
first child, Elizabeth ("Bess/Bessie") Virginia, was born on Febru-
ary 13, 1885. The birth came four months after the death of George
and Elizabeth Gates's 11-month-old daughter, Bessie. Madge Gates
Wallace's first child became a namesake of both Madge's mother and

ill-fated sister.

As Deputy Recorder, David Wallace's meager county paycheck put
him in chronic debt. Beginning a family further aggravated his
financial position. On November 14, 1885, nine months after the
birth of his first child, Wallace conveyed the Ruby Street property
in trust to John A. Sea and Sarah E. Pugsley to secure a $700 note.

Wallace had one year to repay the loan at 10% annual interest.

David Wallace failed to meet the November 1886, deadline, but
did satisfy the trustee's agreement six months later on May 14,

1887.7 Wallace had sold his property the month before, on April 11,

¥Other notable wedding presents were: "Tea, desert and sugar
silver spoons and five pound note on bank of England, mother of
bride" [Elizabeth Gates]; "square, seven hundred dollar piano, father
of bride [G. P. Gates]; "brocaded silk plush parlor set, mother of
the groom [Virginia W. Wallace]; "elegant family Bible, grand parents
of the bride" [G. W. and Sarah Gates]; and "after dinner coffee in
silver and china, 17 pieces, E. P. Gates, esq."
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1887, to M. L. Hull.8 He took Madge, two-year-old Bessie, and
five-week-old Frank Gates Wallace (born March 4, 1887) and moved into
the Gates house at 219 North Delaware. For an unknown reason or
length of time, the Wallace family lived in the Gates house. The

1889-90 city directory lists this residence as their address .9

The Wallaces subsequently moved to 608 North Delaware, two
blocks north of the Gates mansion. The two-story Victorian structure
featured a large bay window topped by a cupola. While it had no
basement, there were five out-buildings: a carriage house, stable,
washhouse, woodhouse, and a privy decorated with a trellis.10 An
imposing oak tree stood in the front yard where neighborhood chil-
dren, including little Bessie, liked to climb out on its branches

(the tree is extant at 610 North Delaware). [See Figure 101.

An active Democrat, David Wallace improved his financial stand-
ing by winning the 1889 election for county treasurer. In early
1890, he began serving the first of two two-year terms.'! Like his
father—in-law, David Wallace was a Presbyterian determined that his
children attend services and Sunday Bible school regularly. The
result was the December 1890, meeting of Bessie Wallace and Harry S

Truman at the First Presbyterian Church.,
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FIGURE 10

David Willock Wallace House

608 North Delaware Street
Independence, Missouri

Date: Circa 1900

Truman Library Photo No. 82-150
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THE JOHN ANDERSON TRUMAN FAMILY

John Anderson Truman was born December 5, 1851, on a farm near
Holmes Park in Jackson County. His parents, Anderson Shipp and Mary
Jane Holmes Truman, came from Kentucky in 1846. At age 31, John
Ander son Truman proposed marriage to Mértha Ellen Young, the daughter

of Solomon Young, a neighboring farmer and stockdealer.

From 1844 until the late 18603. Solomon Young periodically work-
ed as a freighter over the Western trails leaving his wife, Harriet
Louisa Young, to run the farm. In 1863, he was absent when Union
soldiers raided the Young farm. Coupled with Order Number 11, a deep
mistrust of "Yankees" was instilled in Martha Ellen Young which

endured until her death in 1947.

John Anderson and Martha Ellen Truman were married on Decem-
ber 28, 1881, near their family farms in Grand View (Grandview), a
village southwest of Independence. The couple moved to Lamar in
Barton County, Missouri, about 120 miles south of their native
Jackson County.12 There John Truman engaged in horse and mule

trading in a lot across the street from his small white frame home.
It was in this simple house that Martha Ellen Truman gave birth

to a son in the late afternoon of May 8, 1884. The proud father paid

the doctor $15 and nailed a horseshoe above the front door. The
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future President of the United States was named Harry after Martha
Ellen's brother, Harrison Young. For a middle name, the couple
wanted to honor both of their fathers. So as not to slight either
man, the common letter "S" was chosen to represent both grandfathers,
Solomon Young or Anderson Shipp Truman.'3 The middle name (not an
initial), however, stood for itself and each grandfather was secretly

satisfied that it favored him. [See Figures 11 and 12].

In 1885, the Trumans moved to a farm south of Harrisonville in
Cass County, 30 miles south of Independence. Another son, John
Vivian, was born there on April 25, 1886. Unable to stay in any one
place for long, they moved again to a farm southeast of Belton in the
same county, only a few miles from Grandview. In 1887, the Trumans
moved to the Young farm near Grandview where Mary Jane Truman was

born (August 12, 1889).

It was on the Young farm that young Harry Truman spent three of
the happiest years of his life. His mother taught him how to read
before he was five. When she discovered her son was having difficul-
ty reading newspaper print, she hitched up a team to a wagon and
drove him into Kansas City to an oculist who diagnosed "flat eye-

balls" (near sightedness) and prescribed glasses.

The thick-lensed spectacles opened a new world to Harry and

forever closed another. While he developed an insatiable appetite
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FIGURE 11:

FIGURE 12:

Mrs. Martha Ellen Young Truman and

Mr. John Anderson Truman

Wedding Portrait, Grandview, Missouri.
Date: 1882

Truman Library Photo No. 62-96

Harry S Truman, age 15

School picture, Hare Studios
Date: 1899

Truman Library Photo No. 79-26
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for reading, rough boyhood sports were off-limits to him for fear of
breaking the delicate instrument. Sensing her oldest son's bright
promise and determined that her children receive a credible educa-
tion, Martha Ellen Truman decided the family would move yet again to
a town with good schools. It was in late 1890 that the Trumans moved

to Independence and Harry first saw Bessie Wallace.

SCHOOL YEARS IN INDEPENDENCE, 1890-1901

Harry Truman was six years old when he and his family moved to
Independence. John Anderson Truman purchased a house and four lots
at 619 South Crysler on December 12, 1890. (Lots 4, 5, 6, and T of
Ott and Roberts Resurvey of Munn's Addition) and two more lots in
1892. There John Truman conducted his profession of trading mules,
horses, cows, hogs, sheep and goats to farmers, townspeople, and the
Kansas City stockyards. The Crysler Street location was a good one
because it was on a main north-south route. The roomy, two-story
frame house (still extant) featured fancy millwork and several
colored glass windows, a prevalent style in Independence. Living
only a few blocks from the railroad tracks, the Truman children took
turns riding to see the steam-powered leviathans in a green wagon

hitched to a pair of angora goats.1u

Although a Baptist, Mrs. Truman immediately arranged to have

Harry and Vivian attend Sunday school at the First Presbyterian
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Church at Lexington and Pleasant streets. The church had the only
available Protestant Sunday school and the Truman children regularly
attended it as long as they lived in Independence. It was in the
building's basement that Harry Truman first saw and fell in love with
a blond-haired, blue-eyed five-year-old named Bessie wallace.!> [See

Figure 13].

Harry and Bessie were not close friends during their childhood.
The two did not have much in common. Bessie was a tomboy who excel-
led in sports; Harry was a bookworm and enjoyed his piano lessons.
The Wallaces were at the top of the socio-economic-political ladder
while the Trumans, farmers and mule traders, were in the middle.
Perhaps the biggest hindrance for any close childhood association was
religious background. Since the expulsion of the Mormons in 1833,
religion dictated status in the town's hierarchy. Open to varying
interpretation, the order follows: The Gates and Wallaces, Presby-
terians, were at the top, followed by Campbellites (Christian
Church), Methodists, Baptists (the Trumans), Lutherans,’Catholics,
and Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints (RLDS). .* Blacks fell to
the very bottom of the order. Those at the top of the order did not

normally mix with those toward the middle or the bottom.16

%¥The population of Independence in 1890 was 6,000. Approxi-
mately 1,000 were RLDS members who slowly trickled back to the town
to fulfill Joseph Smith's vision, ignoring those who followed Brigham
Young to Salt Lake City.
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FIGURE 13:

FIGURE 13

Bessie Virginia Wallace

Portrait at age 4 and a half.

Date: August 18, 1889

D. P. Thompson, photographer, Kansas City.
Truman Library Photo No. 64-538
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A subject which united most Independence residents, however, was
politics. Most were descendant from Andrew Jackson's partisans and
bitter toward Abraham Lincoln's party; the town was heavily Democra-
tic. When Harry started first grade in 1892 at age eight, he wore a
white hat with Grover Cleveland and Adlai Stevenson written on it.
Republican-supporting boys took it and tore it up.17 Cleveland was
John Truman's idol and he was proud to be a member of the delegation
welcoming Cleveland to Kansas City.18 Cleveland's election victory
saw John Truman (and possibly David Wallace) amid the crowd carrying
torches and marching up and down the streets in a midnight celebra-

tion.19

Harry enrolled at the Noland School. In 1894, the second-grader
contracted diptheria and nearly died. With his legs, arms, and
throat paralyzed, Martha Ellen had to wheel her son around in a baby
carriage for several months. After a lengthy recovery, Harry attend-
ed summer school at the new Columbian School to catch up. He did so
well he skipped a grade and went into fourth grade. His achievement
placed him in the same class as Bessie Wallace and they attended
sixth grade through high school together. Seated alphabetically,

Bessie sat immediately behind Harry during those years.
In 1896, the Trumans moved again. John A. Truman purchased

property on the southeast corner of West Waldo Avenue and North River

Boulevard. The move was significant for it not only placed Harry a

23



few blocks away from Bessie Wallace's house, but it permitted them to
attend the same school. The Victorian house at 909 West Waldo was a
spacious two-story structure with front and side porches and a one-
story kitchen in the rear. The property was large enough to accommo-
date the family business, the horse-mule trade, and all the neighbor-
hood children. The Truman home was the "headquarters for all the
boys and girls around," loosely grouped together as the "Waldo Avenue
gang ," among whom were Bessie, Frank and George wallace .20 Harry was
generally busy doing chores like milking the cows, taking thém to
pasture a mile away every day, and herding the calves and goats to
the public spring at Blue Avenue and River Boulevard two blocks to
the south. He later recalled:

There was a wonderful barn with stalls for horses and
cows, a corncrib and a hayloft in which all the kids met and
cooked up plans for all sorts of adventures, such as trips to
Idlewild, a sort of wilderness two blocks north, and pigtail

baseball games which I umpired because I couldn't see well
enough to bat .21

While Bessie Wallace was one of the best athletes in Indepen-
dence, excelling in tennis, track and field events, baseball, and
ice—skating,22 Harry Truman was the opposite. His favorite activity
after school and during his spare time was sitting in the public
library reading. He devoured all the volumes in the library,
including the encyclopedias.23 Piano lessons saw Harry practicing
two hours every morning and riding the streetcar into Kansas City

once a week to study with Mrs. E. C. White. If Mark Twain, Chopin,
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and his chores were not enough to keep Harry occupied, his part-time
job at Jim Clinton's Drugstore filled out his schedule. Entrusted
with opening the business at 6:30 every morning , Harry mopped the
floors, swept the sidewalks, wiped all the bottles, and dusted the
shelves. The $3 a week paycheck was attractive, but the demands of

high school studies forced Harry to quit the job.2u

Harry took his schoolwork very seriously. Shortly after re-
signing his drugstore job, he began studying algebra and Latin at the
West Waldo home of his cousins, Ethel and Nellie Noland. The Noland
sisters were the youngest of the three daughters of Joseph Tilford
and Margaret Ellen (Truman) Noland. "Aunt Ella," Harry's favorite
aunt, enjoyed coaching her own children, Harry, and another eager

student, Bessie Wallace, two evenings per week .

Everyone connected with the study group knew that Harry Truman
was taken with Bessie Wallace. A striking example involved Harry's
first piano composition and Bessie's whistle. Following dinner in
the summertime, Bessie would come out onto the porch and whistle for
her friends, an invitation to them to come over for some ice cream.
The special whistle was answered by a certain melodic reply. One day
a proud Hafry Truman played his first composition for the Nolands who
immediately recognized the refrain--Bessie Wallace's whistle and her
friends's reply. During these years, Harry vowed to his cousins,

"Some day I'm going to marry Bess Wallace.,"22

55



ADULTHOOD: TRAGEDY AND IDEALISM, 1901-1910

HARRY S TRUMAN

Graduation ceremonies for Independence High School Class of 1901
came on May 30, three weeks after Harry's seventeenth birthday.
Thirty girls and 11 boys, including Harry S Truman, Bessie Wallace,
and Charles Griffith Ross (President Truman's press secretary)

received diplomas.26 [See Figure 14].

Harry Truman spent part of his summer on the Young farm in
Grandview and took a one-month trip to Murphysboro, Illinois, to
visit relatives. It was also in 1901 that financial disaster struck.
John Truman's speculation in grain futures at the Kansas City Board
of Trade flopped. A farm Martha Ellen had inherited was lost along
with years of savings. The family home on West Waldo was sold and
the Trumans lived at 903 North Liberty a few months before moving to

2108 Park Avenue in Kansas City.

Harry felt obligated to go to work to help his parents and keep
Vivian and Mary Jane in school. Any idea of Harry attending college
was forgotten as he went to work as a timekeeper for a contractor
with the Santa Fe Railroad in the fall of 1901. Paid $35 a month
plus board, Truman lived in railroad camps along the Missouri River
paying off the hobo workers in saloons in Sheffield or Independence.

The position lasted until late spring of 1902. Harry's next job was
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FIGURE 14:

FIGURE 14

Independence High School Class of 1901

Harry S Truman is fourth row, fourth from left;
Bessie Wallace is last on second row, right.
Date: May 1901

Grinter Photo; Donor: Mrs. W. Jefferson

Truman Library Photo No. 71-2401
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in the mailroom of the Kansas City Star wrapping newspapers at $7 a

week. During this time Truman spent several weeks taking accounting
and typing courses at Spalding's Commercial College. This post-
secondary education qualified Harry for a teller's job working in the
"cage" at the National Bank of Commerce in late 1902. He worked
alongside his brother until Vivian was hired at another bank. Harry
was soon promoted to the personal filing clerk for the president and

head cashier at the National Bank of Commerce for $40 a month.

Meanwhile, John Truman quit his grain elevator job and traded
his house at 2108 Park Avenue for 80 acres of farmland in Henry
County near Clinton. The Trumans moved to Clinton, except for Harry
and Vivian who remained in Kansas City. Harry changed jobs again
around this time and worked at the Union National Bank. While his
parents farmed in Clinton, Harry lived in a boarding house in Kansas

City.27

Truman enjoyed all the cultural pleasures the city had to offer,
including Shakespeare at the downtown Auditorium, performances of the
Metropolitan Opera featuring renowned pianists, and variety shows.

On Saturday afternoons, Truman ushered at the Grand Theatre and saw

roving vaudeville acts for free.

In 1905, Battery B of the Missouri National Guard was organized

in Kansas City and Harry Truman signed up. He made the mistake of
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wearing his uniform to the Grandview farm to show it off to
Grandmother Young. The sight of the blue uniform brought back
memories of the Yankee raiders in the Civil War. The old woman
informed her grandson that it was the first time since 1863 that a
blue uniform had been in her house and told him never to weér it

there again.28

In the spring of 1906, a devastating flood claimed John and
Martha Ellen's corn crop in Clinton. The disaster had a silver
lining, however ; Uncle Harrison Youhg asked the couple to return to
the Grandview farm and help him manage it. The responsibility of
operating the large farm and contiguous rented cropland required
additional manpower. Harry and Vivian left the city for Grandview.

As a result, Harry Truman lived on the farm from 1906 to 1917.29

In 1910, 26-year-old Harry Truman visited his Aunt Ella, Uncle
Joseph, and cousins Nellie and Ethel Noland. The Nolands had always
lived in Independence, where Joseph Tilford Noland operated a real
estate business on the Square. The Nolands usually lived in rented
homes. They had rented their residence at 216 North Delaware from A.
T. Slack for several years until they purchased it from him in July
1908.3O The Nolands recalled Harry's school-day fondness for Bessie
Wallace who now lived with her family in her grandparent's house
across the street at 219 North Delaware. They contrived to arrange a

reunion by announcing that a china dish on which Madge Wallace had
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sent over a homemade butter cake with chocolate icing needed to be
returned. Eagerly falling for the ploy, Harry took the plate and
hurried across the street to the Gates/Wallace house. Harry was gone
for two hours. When he walked back into the Noland home, his eyes

sparkled as he announced, "Well, I saw her ,n31

BESSIE VIRGINIA WALLACE

Since high school graduation, Bessie Wallace stayed at home and
helped her mother run the family home at 608 North Delaware. In
1900, Madge Wallace gave birth to her third son, David Frederick.
Madge had never been blessed with good health and she depended heavi-
ly on her daughter's assistance with the house, baby "Fred," 14-year-

old Frank, and 9-year-old George.

Bessie had plenty of "beaus" courting her. Her blonde hair,
blue eyes, and prominent social position made her an attractive pros-
pect, but none of her suitors were taken very seriously. She spent a
lot of time with her grandparents whom she called "Nana and Mama"
Gates.32 Mary Ethel Noland recalled:

part of the Wallace family lived in the house on Delaware
beyond Waldo and part of the time they lived here with the
Gateses, because the Gateses were getting older and the house
was large and they liked to have Mrs. Wallace live there with

them. And so, they were at the Gates place a very great deal,
and Bess was over here a good deal .33

Bessie and her friends often played bridge at the Gates house and
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later the activities of the St. Agnes Guild were headquartered there.
Centered around the Gates's barn, for several summers the girls
staged children's plays written by Mary Paxton with dances arranged
by her sister, Elizabeth. Bessie was the business manager who made

sure the proceeds went to char'ity.34 [See Figure 15].

Grandfather Gates, or "Nana" as the Wallace children fondly
called him, continued as Secretary-Treasurer of the Waggoner-Gates
Milling Company. Grandson Frank Wallace worked as a clerk at the
mill.35 Bessie was unfamiliar with her grandfather's business be-

cause "young ladies were not encouraged to visit there.n30

A division in the First Presbyterian Church caused a similar
rift within the Gates/Wallace family. In 1901, the congregation
split over the issue of the pastor's newvwife, a divorcee. Bessie
and Frank Wallace started attending Trinity Episcopal Church where a
dynamic preacher (Rev. R. R. Diggs) enjoyed being with young people
and took them for long walks and picnics. Ties with the old church
were severed. Bessie and Frank Wallace were confirmed on May 8,
1903.37 MadgeIWallace withdrew her membership from the First Presby-
terian Church on May 6, 1906, to join the new congregation.38 George

and Elizabeth Gates, however, remained loyal to their church.

Bessie's father, David Willock Wallace, was a well-liked and
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FIGURE 15

FIGURE 15: George Porterfield Gates House
219 North Delaware Street
Independence, Missouri
Date: Circa 1900
Truman Library Photo No. 82-212-2
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respected community leader. Many saw him as "the most popular man in
the county.“39 Wallace was a frequent marshal of town parades, a
handsome figure riding a black stallion. He was very popular with
the neighborhood children, especially on the Fourth of July. The
children would sit on the porch and stairs of 608 North Delaware as
Mr. Wallace set off a magnificent display of fireworks.40 After
serving as Jackson County Treasurer, Wallace worked as Deputy United
States Surveyor of Customs under Port Surveyor J. Scott Harrison in
downtown Kansas City. An active Mason, the Knights Templar elected
him as Missouri's presiding official, the youngest man to hold the

posit:ion."‘1

Mary Paxton, Bessie's close friend, always remembered the kind-
ness of David Wallace when her mother died from tuberculosis in the
spring of 1903. The funeral took place in the Paxton home and next
door neighbor David Wallace was there early to help arrange the
seating. Two months later, on June 17, 1903, Mary was awakened by
her father who said, "Go over right away and see Bess. Mr. Wallace
has killed himself." Mary recalled:
... Bess was walking up and down back of the house with
clenched hands, I remember. She wasn't crying. There wasn't
anything I could say, but I just walked up and down with
her 12

The suicide took place only two days after David Willock Wallace's

forty-third birthday. The Jackson Examiner reported:
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David W. Wallace, former county treasurer and for nine
years United States Deputy Surveyor, one of the best known men
in Missouri committed suicide Wednesday morning by shooting
himself through the head. He left no message in any way to
explain his act.

Tuesday night with his son, Frank, he spent the evening
with his uncle by marriage Judge E. P. Gates. Returning home
he played with the children and there was nothing in his
manner to indicate an unusual stress of worry upon his mind.
Wednesday morning about five o'clock he arose without disturb-
ing his wife, dressed fully, took a revolver from a drawer in
the room walked to the bath room where standing in the middle
of the floor he placed the muzzle of the pistol just back of
the left ear and fired. The ball passed through his head and
out at the right temple and fell into the bath tub. Mr.
Wallace fell unconscious to the floor and died within thirty
minutes. The report of the pistol roused the family.

Despite outward appearances, David Wallace was a.troubled man.
Employment with the county and Federal government resulted in a
woefully inadequate income. By age 43, David Wallace was afflicted
with alcoholism and mounting debts. His despondency and suicide
profoundly shocked his family.”u Madge Wallace and her children
never discussed the tragedy. As the years passed and it faded from
memory, it became a family secret. The suicide came to light only
decades later--not during the presidential years, but in a book

published in the early 1960s.

After her husband's burial in the Wallace family plot in Wood-
lawn Cemetery (not the Gates plot where she would be buried in 1952) ,
Madge Gates Wallace took her four children to Colorado Springs,
Colorado, where her uncle, Frank E. Gates, lived. David Wallace's

suicide caused his widow such grief and humiliation that she and her

64



children remained in Colorado for a year‘.u5 When the Wallaces
returned to Missouri in 1904, they were welcomed into the spacious
Gates mansion at 219 North Delaware. Their old home at 608 North
Delaware was sold. Later it burned and the foundation was demolish-

ed. [See Figures 15, 16 and 17].

David Wallace's death placed a heavy responsibility on 18-year-
old Bessie. With Madge Wallace plagued by painful sciatica and
general poor health, the burden of looking after her two younger
brothers, and raising Fred, Bessie became the head of thg Wallace
household .46 In addition to the advanced age and failing health of
her grandparents, Bessie became, in effect, the mistress of 219 North
Delaware. She held this unofficial position until her mother's death
five decades later when legal title to the property passed to Harry S

and Bess Wallace Truman.

In 1905, Fred was five and Madge's health was stable. Bessie
enrolled in post secondary classes at Barstow School for Girls.
Every day she commuted on the green streetcars for an hour into
Kansas City to study her favorite subjects, French and German. She
also excelled in athletics, playing on the basketball and tennis

teams and winning the shot put championship in 1906.“7

As a member of a prominent family, Bessie Wallace enjoyed

Independence social life. On occasion, she rented tables and chairs
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FIGURE 15:

FIGURE 16:

Bessie Wallace and Mary Paxton
Independence, Missouri

Date: 1901

From Mary Paxton Keeley

Truman Library Photo No. 67-2303

Bessie Wallace, age 20

Sitting on front porch of Gates House.
Date: Circa 1905

Truman Library Photo No. 82-59-75
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FIGURE 17:

FIGURE 17

Madge Gates Wallace, George P. Wallace,
Bessie Wallace, Frank Gates Wallace, and an
unknown man sit in the northwest corner of
the parlor/music room.

Date: circa 1905

Truman Library Photo No. 82-107
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for afternoon parties at her home.u8 In 1906, she attended a
reception and dance at the Swope home on Pleasant Street. The social
event of the year, it honored Frances Swope who had recently married
a young doctor, Bennett Clark Hyde. Bessie Wallace was a good friend
of a younger sister, Lucy Lee Swope, and was said to be fond of her
older brother, Chrisman Swope. In 1909, disaster struck. Three mem-
bers of the Swope family, including Chrisman Swope, mysteriously
died. The attending physician was Dr. Bennett Clark Hyde. An in-
vestigation revealed that Dr. Hyde possessed enough cyanide and ty-
phoid culture to kill all the inhabitants of Independence. Prosecu-
tors established his motive as trying to gain the Swope family for-

tune, but a series of three trials resulted in acquittal.ug

The Swope-Hyde murder case was still the talk of the town when,
one day in 1910, Bessie Wallace walked through the vestibule of the
Gates/Wallace house to answer a knock at the door. There stood Harry

Truman holding a cakeplate.
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CHAPTER FOUR

COURTSHIP, WAR, AND MARRIAGE, 1910-1924

Wooing Bessie Wallace

Harry Goes To War

A Wedding In Independence, June 28, 1919

Mary Margaret Truman Is Born, February 17, 1924



WOOING BESSIE WALLACE

In the six years Bessie Wallace and her family lived at 219
North Delaware, major changes took place at the Gates mansion. When
George P. and Elizabeth Gates could no longer negotiate the stairway
and/or desired more privacy, they abandoned the entire second floor
to the Wallaces and moved to the first floor bedroom which was sup-
plemented with a bathroom (circa 1907-1910). These rooms and the
front living room were considered the grandparents' quarters along
with the south side porch where the couple sat during the evening
hours. The Wallace furniture was also moved into the house and
incorporated into the existing decor. Madge Wallace transformed the
room above the kitchen into a sitting and sewing room for her own
family. The Wallaces and their friends gathered there at night
without disturbing the elderly Gates who usually retired early.’ They
entered and exited the house through one of the kitchen entrances and

walked up the rear stairway without bothering the grandparents.1

The 1910 cakeplate incident marked the beginning of a nine-year
courtship. Harry S Truman was a constant weekend visitor to Madge
wWallace's second floor sitting room. Harry frequently stayed over-
night with his relatives, sleeping on a daybed in the parlor of the
Noland house after spending the day and evening with Bessie.? Get-
ting to 219 North Delaware from the Grandview farm, however, was not

simple. There were two approaches Truman used. He could take the
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horse and buggy to a friend's house in Dodson (Jjust north of Grand-
view) and ride the streetcar into Kansas City and another to Inde-
pendence. A second alternative was to take the train from Grandview
to the Sheffield junction, and then catch a streetcar or another

train to Independence.3

When Harry was not with Bessie in Independence, he kept in
constant touch through a barrage of letters and an occasional phone
call, The first extant letter Qas written on the last day of 1910.
Harry's letters to Bessie revealed his deepest thoughts, concerns,
and desires. He was not afraid to tell his sweetheart exactly what
was on his mind. Truman was genuinely fond of the small town and
endured long, hard weeks on the farm by thinking of Bessie and
Independence. In a prophetic March 19, 1911, letter, he wrote: "I
like Independence and'if I ever get rich enough to retire (be a

retired farmer[,] ah[!1) I think I'll land in Independence."*

In November 1911, J. Vivian Truman was married, but his brother
opted to go to Independence rather than participate in Vivian's
"charivari" (chivaree).> Harry's weekend trips conflicted with his
father's wish that he spend more time attending to the farm, é
partnership known as "J. A.'fruman & Son." In April 1912, he related
that "Papa says he's going to adopt a boy if I don't stay home on
Sundays. I told him to go ahead ,"® In August, Harry discussed his

father again stating, "Politics is all he ever advises me to neglect
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the farm for. I have other ideas. For instance, if I only owned a

car, there'd probably be some very serious neglect."7

Harry dreamed of owning an automobile because he grew tired of
missing train and streetcar connections and the time it took to cover
the 20 miles. He timed his visits to the last possible second. On
rare occasions, he left early. On April 12, 1912, he wrote,

Do you know I left on Friday fifteen minutes too soon?
When I got to Union and Delaware the car was coming and I
hopped on. It was the 10:25 car. I looked at my watch after
getting on. I was leaving by your clock. It was 10:30 by it

when we went out on the porch. When I heard the car go uptown
I just supposed it was the 10:37.8

Harry's desire for a car reached a peak in 1914, In a January, he

wrote Bess that he would rather see her than sleep:

You may be sure that I would never want to waste an
evening in sleep that could be spent at 219 Delaware Street.
That's one reason I want an auto so badly. I could do a day's
work and still arrive in your town at a reasonable hour. I
suppose if I didn't have one, I'd learn to do my sleeping
between stops.9

In mid-April 1914, Harry borrowed money from his mother and paid $600

for a 1911 Stafford. Years of dreaming were over.

Part of the money for the Stafford came from the settlement of
the family lawsuit from which lawyers' fees were bleeding J. A.

Truman & Son dry. In 1909, Grandmother Harriet Louisa Young died
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leaving her estate to son Harrison and daughter Martha Ellen. The
remaining heirs were left a paltry $5 apiece.1° While winning title
to the farm, the bitter lawsuit left the Trumans in abysmal financial
straits. The situation sometimes found Harry despairing of ever

winning his sweetheart's hand.

In a June 22, 1911, letter, Harry proposed:

Speaking of diamonds, would you wear a solitaire on your
left hand should I get it? Now that is a rather personal or
pointed question provided you take it for all it means. You
know, were I an Italian or a poet I would commence and use all
the luscious language of two continents. I am not either but
only a kind of good-for-nothing American farmer., I've always
had a sneakin' notion that some day maybe I'd amount to some-
thing. I doubt it now though like everything. It is a family
failing of ours to be poor financiers. I am blest that way.
Still that doesn't keep me from having always thought that you
were all that a girl could be possibly and impossibly. You
may not have guessed it but I've been crazy about you ever
since we went to Sunday school together. But I never had the
nerve to think you'd even look at me. I don't think so now
but I can't keep from telling you what I think of you.11

Considering Bess's family obligations, the inevitable rejection of

his proposal was answered on July 12:

You know that you turned me down so easy that I am almost
happy anyway. I never was fool enough to think that a girl
like you could ever care for a fellow like me but I couldn't
help telling you how I felt. I have always wanted you to have
some fine, rich, good-looking man, but I knew if ever I got
the chance I'd tell you how I felt even if I didn't even get
to say another word to you. What makes me feel real good is
that you were good enough to answer me seriously and not make
fun of me anyway....

You may think I'll get over it as all boys do. I guess I

am something of a freak myself. I really never had any desire
to make love to a girl just for the fun of it and you have
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always been the reason. I have never met a girl in my life
that you were the first to be compared with her, to see
wherein she was lacking and she always wasS....

As I said before I am more than glad to be your good
friend for that is more than I expected. So when I come down
there Saturday (which I'1l do if I don't hear from you) I'll

not put on any hangdog airs but will try to be the same old
Harry.12

Bess ("Bessie" was abandoned in Harry's letters beginning in
March 1912) was sometimes embarrassed by Harry's openness about his
feelings. Writing about an awkward moment on a date in Kansas City,
he wrote, "You shouldn't have been afraid of my getting slushy or
proposing until I can urge you to come t6 as good a home as you have
already. I don't think any man should expect a girl to go to a less

comfortable home than she's used to."13

In June 1912, Bess suddenly informed Harry that he was atop her

list of beaus. As their courtship became more intimate, Harry wrote,

Your last letter was a most excellent one (they all are),
but it was very injurious to my head. A thirty-two-inch belt
would hardly buckle around it after what you said about my
eligibility. I don't care what the balance think if you'll
only think so yourself.1

By November 1913, Bess confessed she was in love with Harry. In a
letter, he wrote jubilantly,
Your letter has made a confirmed optimist out of me sure
enough. I know now that everything is good and grand and this

footstool is a fine place to be. I have been all up in the
air, clear above earth ever since it came. I guess you thought
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I didn't have much sense Sunday, but I just couldn't say
anything--only just sit and look. It doesn't seem real that
you should care for me. I have always hoped you would but
some way feared very much you wouldn't. You know, I've always
thought that the best man in the world is hardly good enough
for any woman. But when it comes to the best girl in all the
universe caring for an ordinary gink like me--well, you'll
have to let me get used to it.

Do you want to be a farmer? or shall I do some other
business. When Mamma wins her suit and we get all the lawyers
and things out of the way I will then have a chance for
myself.... Let's get engaged anyway to see how it feels. No
one need know it but you and me until we get ready to tell it
anyway. If you see a man you think more of in the meantime,
engagements are easy enough broken. I've always said I'd have
you or no one and that's what I mean to do.... This letter
seems to be more erratic and incoherent than the last, but you
shouldn't blame me very much because I'm all puffed up and
hilarious and happy and anything else that happens to a fellow
when he finds his lady love thinks more of him than the rest
of the beasts. 1>

Courting at 219 North Delaware involved not only trying to win
Bess's hand, but the approval of Madge Wallace as well., Harry cur-
ried her favor early in the courtship by playing Madge's piano in the
parlor/music room.16 On Easter Sunday, April 16, 1911, Harry Truman
apparently ate his first meal in the Gates/Wallace house after hear-
ing Bess sing in the choir at Trinity Episcopal Church. He wrote:

I certainly did enjoy myself yesterday. I liked that
church service very much. It is the first time I ever saw one
on Easter, I am afraid I thanked your mother too much and you
not enough for the pleasure of the day; but you know I
appreciated the invitation from you both. I shall remember
that dinner for a mighty long time.17

Harry did not always stay with the Nolands. In January 1913, Bess

(probably with Madge's approval) asked him to stay over. Truman
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refused, much to his regret:

I was all kinds of a fool for not accepting your invita-
tion to stay.... I didn't get cold but it was not the most
agreeable walk in the world from Grandview. Besides instead
of being thanked for getting home to milk I got nothing but
jibes. Papa had the impudence to ask me if your mother Kkicked
me out.

Two weeks later he accepted Bess's offer and spent the night sleeping

in Frank Wallace's room .19

Bess came to Grandview only infrequently. Her first trip came
in late September 1911, but only after Harry lured her there by
building a tennis court at the farm.20 On one trip to Grandview,
Madge Wallace became worried about the long absence of her daughter
and was frantic when she could not contact the farm by phone. Harry

worried if "she'll ever let you come again?"21

Aside from sitting on the back porch or in the upstairs sitting
room, the couple enjoyed getting away from the house and Madge's
critical eyes. They took long walks around Independence, particular-
ly the popular Square area,22 or hitched the Wallace's white horse to
a fringe-topped surrey and went for a ride .23 \Picnics and fishing
trips to the Blue and Missouri rivers were other pasttimes.zu When
Truman purchased his car, picnics all over Jackson County were
common. [See Figure 18]. As the courtship became more serious with
Harry as Bess's number one suitor, he revealed a big worry to her in

November 1913: "Do you suppose your mother'1l care for me well
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FIGURE 18:

FIGURE 18

Harry S Truman's 1911 Stafford

Left to Right: Natalie Ott Wallace, Mrs. William
Southern, Frank Gates Wallace, Bess Wallace, and
Harry S Truman--at a picnic area near the Little
Blue River, rural Jackson County.

Date: Circa 1915

Truman Library Photo No. 79-20
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enough to have'me in her f‘amily?"25

In the summer of 1914, John Anderson Truman strained himself
lifting a boulder while operating as the road overseer in Washington
Township, the area around Grandview. An operation proved ineffective
and the mule trader/farmer slowly wasted away. The long weeks of

illness kept Harry away from Independence.

After John Truman's death on November 2, 1914, the flowers the
Wallaces sent to the funeral were gratefully acknowledged.26 The
burden of operating the Grandviéw farm was placed on Harry and Martha
Ellen Trumans' shoulders. Harry inherited his father'!s road over-
seership position. On March 14, 1914, Harry took the civil service
examination with an.eye toward applying for the postmastership at
Grandview. With the backing of Missouri Congressman William P.
Borland, he was appointed to the position in late 1914. Harry held
the title of postmaster but did not per form the duties; rather he
apbointed a local widow to serve in the job which paid $503 per year.

Truman resigned the post on April 27, 1915.27#

In the two years preceding the United States' entrance as a
belligerent in World War I, George and Elizabeth Gates gave away two

parcels of land upon‘which their grandsons could build their own

%*The only other U.S. President to hold the title of local
postmaster was Abraham Lincoln at New Salem, Illinois, in 1835.
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homes. The Gates garden, the principal section of Lot 1 immédiately
east of 219 North Delaware, was divided and presented as wedding
presents to thé brothers of Bess Wallace. Frank. Gates Wallace, who
married Natalie Ott, was given the east 50 feet on March 15, 1915.
George Porterfield Wallace, who married Mary Frances (May) Southern,
was given the west 50 feet of the east 100 feet on August 22, 1916.
The Wallace bungalows, which were built in 1915 and 1916 respective-
ly, are of similar design. At 605 and 601 West Van Horn [now Truman
Road], the homes are where both Wallace families spent theif married
lives. Mrs. George P. [May] Wallace currently resides at 605 West

Truman Road.28

While life continued as usual for the Wallace/Gates family, it
was a time of great turmoil for Harry Truman. Determined to make a
better livelihood for himself than farming and thereby marry Bess,
Harry invested in a lead and zinc mine near Commerce, Oklahoma. As
Secretary-Treasurer of the T.C.H. Mining Company (Truman-Culbertson-
Hughes), Harry was away from Jackson County for long periods in 1916.
In a July letter, he told Bess they would be married immediately if
the mine was a success:
There isn't any telling when I'll be home. I'm going to
make this thing go or bust it one. If I make it go I'll come
home in a new car and we'll beat May [Southern] and George

[Wallace] to it [marriage] yet. If I don't make [it] I'm not
thinking of how I'll come home. Wish heavy for me to win.

By late 1916, the mine had failed. Harry's hopes rose again

83



as he invested in Morgan and Company, Oil Investments. In a downtown
Kansas City office, Harry sold stock for the company which drilled on
leases in southeastern Kansas. In early 1917, with finances stretch-
ed to the limit, the oil partners were forced to sell their leases .30

The liquidation coincided with America's entrance into World War I.

HARRY GOES TO WAR

Harry Truman was discouraged. His dream of being a success in
‘both the mining and oil businesses and then marrying Bess Wallace had
failed. Several weeks after President Woodrow Wilson asked Congress
for a declaration of war in April 1917, Harry Truman enlisted. As a
former member of the Missouri National Guard, Harry volunteered to
recruit men for the expansion of Kansas City's Battery B and Indepen-
dence's Battery C into a new regiment. In August 1917, Jackson
County's National Guard batteries were called into Federal service
and became the 129th Field Artillery, 35th Division. Harry Truman
was elected First Lieutenant of Battery F.31 During the summer of
1917, Harry and Bess were engaged and discussed marriage. In a
July 14 letter, Harry declared: ,

Bess, I'm dead crazy to ask you to marry me before I
leave, but I'm not going to because I don't think it would be
right for me to ask you to tie yourself to a prospective
cripple—or a sentiment. You, I know, would love me just as
much, perhaps more, with one hand as with two, but I don't
think I should cause you to do it. Besides, if the war ends
happily and I can steal the Russian or German crown jewels,

just think what a grand military wedding you can have, get a
major general maybe,
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If you don't marry me before I go, you may be sure that
I'11 be just as loyal to you as if you were my wife. I'll not
try to exact any promises from you either if you want to go
with any other guy, why all right, but I'l1l be as jealous as
the mischief although not begrudging you the good time.32

In September, the 129th Artillery went to Camp Doniphan, at Fort
Sill, Oklahoma, for training. There Hafry was appointed regimental
canteen officer. With the assistance of Eddie Jacobson, the canteen
became the best and most profitable at Fort Sill. By May 1918, the
troops were on the move to the east coast and from there, to the
Western Front. As the troop‘train passed through the Rosedale dis-
trict of Kansas City, Kansas, Harry called Bess at 4 a.m. May 21,
1918. It was the last direct contact the two would have for the next

year .33 [See Figure 19].

Whiie Harry was fighting in France, Bess helped organize the
Women's Auxiliary of the 129th Field‘Artiliery. Bess's close
friends, many of them members of her Tuesday Bridge Club, also had
husbahds and fiances in France. The group called themselvés the
Independence War Widows, or I.W.W.s. Bess was a solicitor for U.S.
Liberty bonds. Harry's sister, Mary Jane Truman, served as treasurer

of the Women's Auxiliary.3%4

In the spring of 1918, illness struck both Madge Wallace and her

father, George P. Gates. On July 14, 1918, Harry wrote:
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FIGURE 19:

FIGURE 19

Bess Wallace

Portrait photograph was carried by Harry
Truman to France during World War I; the
original is on President Truman's desk in
the Truman Library.

Date: Circa 1917

Truman Library Photo No. 82-56
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You've no idea how sorry I am to hear of your mother's
illness and I most sincerely hope you have succeeded in making
her well again.... I hope your grandfather is much better
now, and that by the time you read this letter you won't have
a thing to worry about but how quickly I'll be home to march
down the aisle with you.3

By the time Bess received the letter, her grandfather had been dead
nearly a month. After a lengthy illness, George P. Gates died on
June 25 at his home. The funeral took place at the Gates mansion two

days 1atef, and the body was taken to Woodlawn Cemetery for inter-

ment in ﬁhe family plot.36

Under the dictates of the June 19, 1916, will, Gates's business
partners George Walter Gates (son), and William Strother Wells and
T. B. Wallace (sons-in-law), received his property "both real and
personal and mixed and wherever situated to be by them held, managed
and disposed of as trustees." Gates provided that his family share
equally in his estate. The document made no provision for the prop-
erty at 219 North Delaware. The three trustees, however, were em-
powered "to sell any or all of my real estate" or

...to sell any of the personal estate.... Upon termination of
the trust, the trustees shall have the power to sell any or
all property necessary to make final distribution among the
beneficiaries.
As the trustees were family members, it is certain that all three
agreed to permit Elizabeth Gates and Madge Wallace's family to con-

tinue living in the house.
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The deadly worldwide influenza which took nearly 500,000 Ameri-
¢an lives in late 1918 and early 1919 not only left Bess Wallace sick
the entire winter, but permanently deaf in one ear. She contracted
the flu after returning from Thanksgiving dinner with relatives in
Platte City, Missouri. George Wallace and Mary Jane Truman were

afflicted less severely.38

A WEDDING IN INDEPENDENCE, JUNE 28, 1919

On July 11, 1918, Harry Truman was commissioned to take command
of Battery D of the 129th Field Artillery. "Captain Harry," as his
men affectionately called him, was eager to return to Independence
following the November 11 armistice. Bess rejected the suggestion
she come to New York to get married as soon as Harry disembarked. He
responded, "... if you'd rather be married in Trinity Church at

Independence, Missouri, I am perfectly willing ... but don't make any

delay."39

Captain Harry arrived in New York on April 20, 1919, and was
discharged from Camp Funsteon, Kansas, on May 6.”0 Seven weeks
later, the long-awaited ceremony took place on June 28 at Trinity

Episcopal Church. The Independence Examiner reported:

A wedding of unusual beauty and interest was that of Miss
Bess Wallace and Capt. Harry Truman at 4 o'clock today at the
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Trinity Episcopal Church.

Miss Wallace has lived in Independence all her life and
has a large circle of friends. Independence also claims Capt.
Truman although he has spent much time away. It was in this
setting of love and devoted friendship that the marriage was
solemnized.

The church was beautifully decorated with garden flowers
in pastel shades. The altar was a mass of daisies, pink
hollyhock and pale blue larkspur against a soft green back-
ground lighted with tall cathedral candles.

The service was read by the Rev. John V. Plunkett, rector
of Trinity. The wedding music was by Mrs. Joseph C. Story,
organist, who used the Lohengrin and Mendel ssohn wedding
marches, "Serenade" by Gounod, and "Traumerei" by Schumann.

Miss Wallace was given in marriage by her brother, Frank
Gates Wallace, and attended by her cousins, Miss Helen Wallace
and Miss Louise Wells.

Capt. Truman had Capt. Theodore Marks as best man.

George P. Wallace, the bride's brother, and Alden Millard were
the ushers.

The bride wore a lovely gown of white georgette with hat
of white faille and carried Aaron Ward roses....

Capt. and Mrs. Truman left immediately after the ceremony
[sic] for an extended trip north.

Out-of-town guests were Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Wells, Mr. and
Mrs. Gates Wells, Oscar Wells and W., S. Wells Jr., all of
Platte City, and Mrs. J. A. Truman, Miss Mary J. Truman and
Mr. and Mrs. Vivian Truman of Grandview.

Contrary to the newspaper assertion, a wedding reception was
held at 219 North Delaware42 where photographs were taken. [See
Figure 20]. Following a honeymoon to Chicago, Illinois, and Detroit
and Port Huron, Michigan, Harry and Bess Truman returned to the
Gates/Wallace house to begin married life. Madge Wallace's delicate
health worsened that summer, compounded by chronic sciatica, a
neuritis of the hip. With Bess unwilling to resign her responsibili-
ty to care for her mother, grandmother, and the family home, the
Trumans decided to live there. From a financial standpoint, until

Harry established himself in a profession, the arrangement seemed
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FIGURE 20

FIGURE 20: Truman Wedding Party, June 28, 1919
Back yard of 219 North Delaware
Left to Right, Front Row: Helen Wallace, Harry S
Truman, Bess Truman, and Louise Wells (Mrs. Lee
Hull); Back Row: Ted Marks and Frank Wallace.
Truman Library Photo No. 73-1667
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ideal.u3 Living with Madge Wallace, however, was not easy for Harry.
His mother—in-law's strongly-held opinions and her belief that Bess
should have married a more promising mate was a constant source of
conflict.* The couple's daughter remembered:

My father, however, was not quite as tolerant of his
opinionated mother-in-law. Perhaps he and Grandmother Wallace
were never destined to get along under the same roof because
she was from a town family and he from a country one. For

whatever reason, while they never ar%ued in public, there was
much they disagreed upon in private. 4

In partnership with war buddy Eddie Jacobson, Truman turned from
farming to merchandising to support his new wife. With their experi-
ence running a canteen in wartime, the two decided to open a men's
furnishings store, or haberdashery, in downtown Kansas City. Oppo-
site the prestigious Muehlebach Hotel, "Truman & Jacobson" opened at
104 West 12th Street, in November 1919, Qith Eddie the buyer and
Harry the salesman. [See Figure 21]. The store was open six days a
week and more than 12 hours a day with both men working until late at
night. Truman was in charge of bookkeeping and he often took work

home where Bess would help him.u5

The haberdashery thrived its first year grossing more than

¥Merle Miller also contributed to the "nagging mother-in-law"
scenario: "[Mrs. Wallace] seldom failed to make it clear that Harry
Truman was not what she had in mind as a son-in-law. Or as a Presi-
dent. As late as 1948 she was often heard to remark that she could
not for the life of her understand why Harry was running against that
nice man, Thomas E. Dewey." (See Plain Speaking, Pp. 106) .
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FIGURE 21:

FIGURE 21

Harry S Truman's (foreground) haberdashery
"Truman & Jacobson," Kansas City

Date Circa 1919-21

Montgomery Photo V-5326

Truman Library Photo No. 62-130
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$70,000 in sales. Truman savored his success by participating in the
once-closed Independence social circles. The Examiner reported in
April 1920:
Through the courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Truman, the
Good Samaritan Class of The First Christian Church entertained
their friends with a musical tea on Tuesday afternoon and eve-
ing in a very delightful way. The rooms of the beautiful home
were dressed in spring flowers and made a charming setting for
the entertainments. The afternoon hours were from three until
five in the evening from eight until ten. Splendid musical

programs were given both times, Miss Cammie Johnston
presiding.

Bess served as Vice-President of the Community Welfare League47 and
continued to entertain her bridge club with luncheons.“8 As for

Harry's close business partner, Eddie and Bluma Jacobson were never

invited inside 219 North Delaware. According to Bluma Jacobson:

Eddie and I were never at the Truman house. We went
maybe two or three times on picnics and on the Fourth of July,
but the Trumans never had us at their home. The Wallaces were
aristocracy in these parts, and under the circumstances the
Trumans couldn't afford to have Jews at their house.ug

The economic policies of Republican President Warren G. Harding
precipitated an egregious postwar price deflation. In 1922, the
haberdashery was forced to liquidate to satisfy creditors. Truman

refused to declare bankruptcy, struggling for over a decade to repay

his debts,50
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TRUMAN ENTERS JACKSON COUNTY POLITICS

The haberdashery failure, although bitter, was cushioned by
Harry's resourcefulness and an invitation to enter the political
arena. In late 1921, Rufus Burrus, a young lawyer, was walking on
the Square when he recognized Frank Wallace, Democratic ward leader
for the Pendergast faction, walking with an unfamiliar man. Wallace
introduced his companion, brother-in-law Harry S Truman, saying, "He
will be the next Eastern Jackson County Judge." The meeting initi-

ated a lifelong association between Burrus and Truman .2

It was in late 1921 when Jim Pendergast, a friend and former
lieutenant in the 129th Field Artillery, suggested that Harry con-
sider seeking the nomination for judge of the county court in the
Eastern District. In 1922, as the store began to flounder, Jim's
father, Mike Pendergast, who was the brother of Jackson County Boss
Tom Pendergast, encouraged Truman to run.22 On April 20, the Inde-
pendence Examiner reported that Harry S Truman was a Democratic

candidate for Eastern District Judge in the August 1 primary.53

During the campaign, Mrs. W. L. C. Palmer and Mrs. John Paxton,
both close friends, went door-to-door seeking to bring out the new
women voters.5* Truman later wrote:

I had an old roadster which was a very rough rider. I

kept two bags of cement in the back of it so it would not
throw me through the windshield while driving on our terrible
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county roads. I went into every township--there were seven of
them-—and into every precinct in the county in the Eastern
District. Luckily I had relatives all over the county, and
through my wife I was related to many more .2
Harry, who won by a plurality of 500 votes, credited his victory by
being honest with the people: "Most people were broke, and they sym-

pathized with a man in politics who admitted his financial condi-

tion."56

Election to office in November was a formality because Jackson
County, particularly the Eastern District, was staunchly Democratic.
The new political title presented Judge Truman with new problems in
his personal life. Although the practice was frowned on by the
female residents, Judge Truman could not turn away those who came to
219 North Delaware looking for a county job. The job-seekers were
usually received in the first floor study.57 A county judgeship is
not judicial, as Truman himself later explained:

The judges of these Missouri county courts are not judges
in the usual sense, since the court is an administrative, not
a judicial body. It levies taxes. Expenditures for roads,
for homes for the aged, and for schools for delinquent chil-
dren are supported by orders of this court on the county
treasurer, and the court also orders such payments as are
necessary to state institutions for the support of the insane.
The only real judicial act the court performs is to make a

finding of insanity when that has been recommended by two
reputable physicians.58

MARY MARGARET TRUMAN IS BORN, FEBRUARY 17, 1924

Next to his marriage, the most important event in Harry Truman's
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life was the birth of his daughter, Mary Margaret. Bess, 39, refused
to go to a hospital, preferring instead to deliver her baby in the
comfort and privacy of her family home. In the four years of her
marriage, Bess had miscarried twice. During a bitter snowstorm on
February 17, 1924, a T-pound daughter was born to Harry and Bess in
their second floor east bedroom. The proud parents had no furnish-
ings for their daughter because of Bess' superstition and previous
child-bearing disappointments. Little Margaret, dubbed "Margie,"
spent the first days of her life sleeping on two pillows in the open-
ed drawer of a pbureau.?9 The birth was reported the next day in the

Kansas City Times which said that the Monday morning court session in

Kansas City would be delayed.60

Margie's birth was the highlight of 1924 [See Figures 22 and
23], while the remainder of the year saw sorrow and defeat. Eliza-
beth Gates, 83, died five months after her great-granddaughter's
birth, on June 19, 1924, On June 13, Mrs. Gates had left Indepen-—
dence for Colorado Springs, Colorado, where she usually spent the
summer to visit and care for her invalid son, Frank.61 Six days
later, she died. Funeral services, conducted by the pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church, were held at the Gates/Wallace/Truman
house at 2 p.m., Sunday, June 22.62 The bulk of her estate went to
her only surviving son, Frank (G. Walter Gates died in 1923).63
Madge Gates Wallace purchased the family home on October 4, 1924,

from the trustees of her father's estate. The home, Lots 2 and 3,
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FIGURE 22 FIGURE 23

FIGURE 22: Bess holds baby Margaret on the front steps of 219
North Delaware.
Date: Summer 1924
Truman Library Photo No. 83-10

FIGURE 23: Harry holds baby Margaret near back porch of 219
North Delaware.
Date: Fall 1924
Truman Library Photo No. 82-315-6
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and ,the west 14.18 feet of Lot 1, sold for $10.OOO.6“

Truman lost his bid for re-election in the November U4 election.
A split in the Democratic Party between "Goats" (Pendergast faction)
and "Rabbits" (Shannon factidn) saw the Rabbits actively supporting
Truman's opponent who became only the second Republican judge in

Jackson County since the Civil War .65
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THE INTERIM YEARS, 1925-1926

Two months after his defeat for re-election, Harry Truman began
selling memberships for the Automobile Club of Kansas City. This he
did for nearly 18 mohths at a "substantial income."! He also joined
Rufus Burrus in a savings and loan venture Burrus organized. Called
the "Community Savings and Loan Association" in Room 470 of the Board
of Trade Building, Harry served as general manager.2 By February
1926, he was Vice-President of Citizens Security Bank of Englewood.
By April, however, the bank was under new management, but the

ex-judge remained on the board of directors.3

On July 23, 1926, Truman was elected President of the National
0Old Trails Association (NOTA) at its convention at the Hotel Muehle-
bach in Kansas City. Founded to maintain the identity of America's
historic trail systems, to correct the haphazard numbering of the
nations' highways, and to promote paving major routes west of
Missouri, the NOTA elected Truman president of the 1l-year-old organ-
ization.4 The responsibility and extensive trével gave Harry an

outlook that transcended his county and state.

During the years he was out of county politics, Mike Pendergast
prompted Harry to run for county treasurer. The two men went to see
Mike's brother, Boss Tom, who said he already had a candidate select-

ed for the position, but that Harry would make a good presiding
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judge. It marked the first meeting between Truman and Boss Tom
Pendergast. The endorsement, combined with the reconciliation of the
Democratic Party factions, resulted in a fall 1926 landslide victory

of 16,000 votes.>

MARGARET TRUMAN'S CHILDHOOD

Margaret Truman's first recollections were of her home in the
spring of 1926. She later wrote:

The first thing I remember about life was the hot-air
register in the hallway of my Grandmother Wallace's house in
Independence, Missouri, where I was born and grew up. I must
have been a little past two at the time. It was in the spring
of the year--that season of domestic chaos when the ladies of
my immediate ancestry tore the house limb from limb, scrubbed,
waxed, polished, painted, varnished, and enameled it and
called it spring housecleaning. I had been noticing this
register for some time., It had open grillwork, into which you
could stick your fingers, and it obviously went somewhere that
didn't meet the eye.... I wanted to know what lay behind the
register.

The family's black handyman, "old Frank," removed the registers one
day to take them outside to burnish them with stove blacking. As
soon as he left the room, little Margaret went over to the open air
duct, stuck her head down into the darkness to investigate, and

plunged into the hole. The only sign for the little girl's rescuers

were her screams and legs thrashing about from the duct .’

Another early remembrance came in the late 1920s when the home

was burglarized. After the two Wallace brothers' homes twice pre-
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viously had been ransacked, the main house became a target. While
Madge Wallace was sleeping in her first floor bedroom, the robber
broke the lock on the door to the south side porch, crept inside, and
stole Madge's jewelry. When the man came back the second time for
more loot, his movements caused someone in the house to awaken and
call the police. When Independence police officers arrived, the
burglar hid in the spirea bushes at the corner of the south side
porch where the police were afraid to go in after him. George
Wallace bravely pointed his own gun at the bushes and growled, "If

you don't come out, I'm shooting!"

The experience caused a flurry of activity as the lights came on
all over the house and the Wallaces, Trumans, and police went from
room to room looking for accomplices. The commotion awakened Margie
who was told by her mother, "Now, you go back to sleep. Everything's
all right. You go back to sleep." Unaware of what had taken place,
Margie was up early the next morning, came down the main stairs, and
saw a policeman sitting in the music room looking at her and smiling.
Rushing into the kitchen, she found her mother and asked, "Who's
that?" to which Bess replied, "That's a policeman because we were
robbed last night." The officer stayed in Judge Truman's house

during the night until the broken lock was repaired.8

Five people occupied the Wallace/Truman house in the late 1920s

and early 1930s. Madge Wallace lived in the second floor west front
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bedroom until her sciatica forced her to move to downstairs. Her
youngest son, Fred, who studied architecture at the University of
Missouri at Columbia, had the northwest corner room., In 1926, when
Margaret was old enough to have a room by herself, Harry and Bess
ordered a portion of their sleeping porcp taken to construct a
passageway connecting their bedroom with Margie's. They thereby

avoided having to circumvent the central landing during the night.9

It was on the sleeping porch where Margie took naps during warm
weather. Across the treetops from this vantage point was the sleep-
ing porch of the Ogden house, across the alley to the south. Betty
and Sue Ogden were playmates who were also required to take afternoon
naps. An elaborate system of éomﬁunication was sobn established be-
tween the two houses via a "network of strings and wires" which was
used to exchange messages and small objects. The system was not
without flaw, however, as the items got stuck or tangled in the
branches and/or fell down into the alley. This catastrophe required
stealth to exit the house, retrieve the item or note, and get back

upstairs without being detected .10

Margie's wild imagination was constantly getting her into
trouble. Bess blamed her daughter's "wild ideas" and all her woes in
dealing with the challenge on Cousin Carrie Wallace. A librarian at
the Independence Public Library, Carrie Wallace allowed Margie to go

into any stack and select any book she wanted to read, many of which
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were far beyond her age level. An example of her vivid imagination
involved the cold winter nights lying in bed listening to a creature
descending the attic stairs:

«+.1 thought there was a little man dressed in black who
lived in the attic.... When the house would cool off at
night, the steps would one by one creak coming down and stop
right in front of my door. And I said to my mother, "I want a
lock on my door." I said, "There's a little man up there and
he comes down every night and he stops in front of my door."
And she said, "Oh, don't be ridiculous!” I remember my father

saying, "It doesn't cest anything. Put a bolt on the door."
So they put a bolt on the door . 11

The Wallace/Truman back yard served as the neighborhood play-
ground for nearly a dozen girls who lived in the immediate area.
Margie had many one- to four-wheeled conveyances which were used on
the gravel driveway. The gravel was manipulated to create a network
of roads and intersections. Dust whipped up by this frenetic activi-
ty during ﬁhe summer drought months drifted into the house causing
frequent cleaning. Because of ;he heat, the adults often sat on the

back porch listening to the cacophony of squeals and screams.

In addition to the bikes, wagons, and tricycles, the yard was
stocked with swings, a teeter-totter, é trapeze, and a slide. The
‘children loved to put the garden hose at the top of the wooden slide,
ride the board down, and splash into the mud puddle at the bottom . 12
At Halloween, the slide was placed on the steps leading into the
basement—-turned—haunted house. Participants slid into a tub of water

and then bobbed for apples or explored the candle-lit back reaches of
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the cellar where "ghosts" would jump out to yell "Boo!" Margie co-
ordinated the haunted house as well as the plays staged in the back
yard. Proceeds to the events went to Kansas City's "Penny Ice Fund"

which helped the poor buy ice to keep food and milk cold.13

The gang of girls used an abandoned chicken coop in the Ogden's
back yard as a clubhouse, They called themselves the "Henhouse
Hicks."* One year the club put on a murder mystery play written by
Betty Ogden. Because Margie was the only one who had a Mexican
costume, she was given the role of the villéin, a Mexican bandit.
The Henhouse Hicks also published a weekly newspaper. One edition,
which featured Frank Wallace splitting the seat of his pants while
weeding the garden, sold out because Margie's embarrassed uncle bur-

chased all the copies.!¥

During inclement weather, Margie was allowed to ride her tri-
cycle inside the house on the hardwood floors.1? Another indoor ac-
tivity was called "Murder," glgéﬁe similar to hide-and-go-seek. One
girl hid and the cher children went to find her. When "found," the
others had to hide in the same blace until the last girl was left,
automatically becoming "It" to hide in thevnext round of the game.

Four girls were playing "Murder" one day; two girls found Margie

*Members of the Henhouse Hicks were Margaret Truman; Betty and
Sue Ogden; Jane Berridge; Marie, Harriet, Mona, and Barbara Allen;
Dory Lou Compton; and Mary Shaw.
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hiding between the old-fashioned bathtub and the wall in the second
floor bathroom. The last remaining girl, who became frustrated when
a thorough search did not produce her friends, sought Bess Truman's

help.

"Mrs. Truman," the girl said, "I can't find them anywhere, and
you made us promise we wouldn't go up in the attic. I don't know

where they can be."

Bess, who had heard the girls giggling, suggested the girl go
upstairs and search the bathroom. The three girls were discovered
there, cramped and stuck between the tub and the wall. It tobk
awhile to extricate the three girls from the spot which was never

chosen for a hiding place again.16

Margie received an allowance of 50 cents a week with which she
bought candy, sodas, trinkets, and movie tickets. The money came
from her father who, along with her aunts and uncles, could always be
relied upon to advance her additional coins. When the Great Depres-—
sion caused county salaries to be cut in half, Bess Truman decreed
that Margie's allowance would likewise be halved, much to her
daughter's distress. Chores that were to be performed in order to
earn the allowance included emptying the spill pail beneath the
jcebox in the kitchen. The large pan had to be emptied every night

to keep it from overflowing onto the floor. The simple chore was
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designed to save the black cook, Vietta Garr, from having to bother
with it. Weary of the child frequently forgetting and then cleaning
up the mess herself, Vietta declared, "I don't want to clean that

puddle up anymore. I'll empty it!"

Vietta and Margie were best of friends. Vietta, who Margie
called "Pete" or "Petey," helped raise her and joined family members
in spoiling her. Vietta knew that if anything was amiss, Margie was
probably behind it. This was the case when Margie took the ice order
card and marked it for double the usual 50 pounds of ice. The iceman
saw the unusually marked card placed in a clear pane in the front bay
window and walked around to the Kitchen entrance with a block of ice
slung over his shoulder by a leather strap:

"Vi, that card out front reads a 100 pounds. How come?"
"What do you mean, 100 pounds? You know we can't get 100
pounds into the icebox! Well, I know who did that. You just
get the 50 and bring it in here!"
The mischievous Margie did not get back to the window in time to
alter the card before her grandmother removed it, saw the markings,

and confronted Vietta. Not telling on Margie, Vietta later scolded

her saying, "Don't you do that again!"17

Madge Wallace, although strict, enjoyed spoiling her grand-
daughter . Whenever Margie tore any of her clothing she took it im-
mediately to Grandmother Wallace to sew. A master at needlework,

Madge could sew a garment so that it was impossible to detect the
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tear. Her skill often spared the youngster from the sting of Bess's
hairbrush.18 While Harry never spanked his daughter, Bess did not
hesitate to use corporal punishment:
[My father] could do more with a look. If I did
something that he really disapproved of he would... look at me
like how could you do that, how could you do a thing like

that. And it would do more than all of mother's spankings
with a hairbrush.... She spanked quite a lot.]

Being an only child was an asset, not a detriment for Margaret
Truman. The extended Wallace/Truman family delighted in spoiling
her. While dinner at the main house was served promptly at six
o'clock, at 5:30 Margie was at Aunt Natalie and Uncle Frank Wallace's
just as they were eating desert. Margie was usually invited to have
some. The next stop was at Aunt May ("Beufie") and Uncle George
("Da") Wallace's where Beufie always had ice cream in her refriger-
ator. By six o'clock, Margie's appetite for dinner was almost nil,
causing her mother to wonder why she was sitting at the table picking
at her plate. It was a long time, however, before Bess confronted

her sisters-in-law and ended the pre-dinnertime ritual.2o

The evening meal at Madge Wallace's dining room table was the
highlight of the day‘when the family all gathered together to eat.
Mrs. Wallace sat at the head of the table (nearest the kithcen) while
Harry Truman sat opposite her at the foot. Bess sat on one side
while across from her was Fred Wallace. Margie sat in a high chair,

and later a regulaf chair, between her mother and grandmother.21
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There were never any scenes or tears at the table:

There wasn't even a scene if I had knocked over something
when I was little. I was reprimanded gently and... later I
was told that if that happened again there was going to be
trouble. [This equanimity was because of] my grandmother.
Everything was very calm and quiet and proper at her dinner
table .22

[Madge Wallace] was a very prim and proper lady with sort
of dark grey hair. It was never completely white. And she
wore it in a top knot. All my life I remember the top knot.
In the morning when she got up it was in the back. But when
she got dressed for dinner it went up on top. . Her hair was
fixed differently for dinner. And she dressed differently for
dinner .23 '

Conversation usually centered around "the politics of the day"

with Harry and Fred discussing county matters, especially the re-

modeling of the. courthouse of which Fred Wallace was the:chief archi-

tect.

Bess often joined in, but her mother remained silent. A

registered Democrat, Madge "didn't care for politicians or politiecs."

Margie was expected to sit still and keep quiet while her father led

the conversation. Vietta Garr carved the meat in the kitchen and

either served it herself or presented the platter to Judge Truman.

At Thanksgiving, Frank Wallace was asked to carve the turkey because

Harry Truman found the task impossible .2

"Mama Truman" and Aunt Mary came from the farm at Grandview to

eat at 219 North Delaware on a regular basis. Harry, Bess, and

Margie drove to Grandview every Sunday to eat a big noontime meal at

the farm. The contrast between the matriarchs was like night and

day:
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...Grandmother Truman was also very much of a lady but
Grandmother Wallace was a spoiled lady in many ways, she had
been all of her life. And she had been taken care of, and she
had always been a member of the first family of the town. And
my Grandmother Truman was a farm lady. She was a business
woman. She ran her own farm and she had many hundreds of
acres to run, and she did it. _...She was a lot tougher than
my Grandmother [Wallace] was .22
Although Madge Wallace waé a vegetarian, meals often featured
beef and chicken. Harry, "a very picky eater," only ate small por-
tions of meat and enjbyed vegetables, especially salads. His favor-

ite desserts consisted of fruit.26

After dinner, the family retired to the living room to read or
1listen to the radio. Madge's Atwater Kent radio stood in one corner
of the room. On the_floor in front of the radio sat Margie doing her

homework and occasionally asking her parents for assistance .27

With the peculiar dealings of the Pendergast machine and dis-
gruntled constituents, the small daughter of a high county officiai
was not left untouched. While Margaret was attending elementary
school, a kidnap scheme.was attempted. A man came to the school
saying that Mrs. Truman had sent him to pick up "Miss Mary." The
teacher, a family friend who lived on North Delaware and knew the
Trumans did not call their daughter by her proper first name, alerted
the police. The man vanished before the officers arrived. For
nearly a year, Margie was escorted to and from school. The sanctuary

of the back yard playground gave Bess the assurance of knowing where
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her daughter was.28

Madge's upright piano was replaced in 1932 when the baby grand
piano was purchased for Margie by her proud father. The Christmas
present was not then appreciéted by the eight-year-old girl who was
crestfallen that she had not received the electric train she desired.
This is the same piano which, while in the White House, nearly fell

through the floor .29

Margaret Truman's childhood was characterized’by‘persistent
colds and infections. A neighbor, Mrs. W. L. C. Palmer, recalled
that during the first 12 years of Margaret's life, the child must
have spent at least 8 years in bed. The Palmers frequently took
large Ponderosa tomatoes over to the Wallace/Truman house for her .30
A complicated tonsillectomy resulted in one tonsil growing back.
During the winter of 1932-33, a case of influenza turned into pneu-
monia and then rheumatic fever. In order for his daughter to regain
her health, Harry sent Bess and Margie to stay with friends in
Biloxi, Mississippi, during the early spring of 1933.31 It was hoped
that the warm Gulf weather and a change in diet would restore her to

good health,

During his family's exile, Judge Truman spent the weekends stay-
ing at the Grandview farm.32 1In late April 1933, he checked into a

hotel to avoid county workers. Because of cutbacks he had been
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forced to discharge 200 employees, and he warned his family not to
eat anything that came in the mail: "Someone sent me a cake the
other day and I threw it away. With these discharges coming off you
can't tell what they'll do."33 In late May he went to Biloxi where
he found Margie's health had improved allowing the family to return

to Independence by mid-June.3u

OPERATING JACKSON COUNTY

Harry Truman bégan serving as Presiding Judge of Jackson County
in January 1927, at an annual salary of $3,250. He saw great needs
in the county, in particular building paved roads, constructing a new
courthouse in downtown Kansas City while remodeling the one on the
Square, and building a hospital for the indigent aged. All these
measures were accomplished through a series of tax funds and bond
issues totalling more than $60 million, all without a hint of'waste

or corruption.

Although a member of the Pendergast machine, Judge Truman stayed
apart from its inner operations ana concentrated on operating the
county in a fair, fiscally responsible manner. With legal advice
fran Rufus Burrus who served as county assistant counselor, the judge
divorced the public works program from politics by appointing two
bipartisan engineers and assuring that all projects were awarded to

the lowest bidders.3® The most visible result of the Truman strategy
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was that on Thanksgiving Day 1930, 224 miles of paved roads opened to

the county's 100,000 cars.36

Judge Truman's honesty and fairness resulted in his re-election
to another Y_year term in 1930. [See Figure 24]. With a majority of

more than 58,000 votes, the Odessa Democrat suggested he run for

governor in 1932.37 Harry Truman's political horizons were rapidly
expanding. As President of the National 0ld Trails Association, he
drove all over the nation, including addressing the annual national
convention of the Daughters of the American Revolution in Washington,
D.C. in April 192838--perhaps the first time the future President had
ever seen the nation's capital. In 1929, he organized and served as
President of the Greater Kansas City Regional Planning Association,
designed to encourage development of an orderly highway network in
the six-county area.39 On June 25, 1930, Truman was elected a
director of the National Conference on City Planning, to represent

the Midwest District for three years.”0

Polities intruded directly at 219 North Delaware only rarely.
One instance that county administrative matters were brought to the
house came on September 3, 1932. A form signed by Governor Henry S.
Caulfield authorizing Kansas City's application for $300,000 in un-
employment relief from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation arrived
for Truman's signature. Truman was not at home at the time, but did

sign it later, thereby making the funds available to the needy.41
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FIGURE 24:

FIGURE 24

Harry S Truman, Presiding Jackson County Judge,
takes the oath of office. Left to Right: Edward
Becker (County Clerk); Eugene Purcell (Eastern
District Judge); Harry S Truman; Judge Beeman
(Western District Judge).

Date: January 6, 1931

Edwin Saxton, photographer

Truman Library Photo No. 59-929
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On October 23, 1933, the Roosevelt administration appointed
Harry S Truman Federal Re-employment Director of Missouri. While not
having to resign the county court, the position required Judge Truman
be in Jefferson City frequently to confer with state of‘ficials.42
The Pendergast machine and the Missouri Democratic Party began look-

ing to the popular Jackson County Presiding Judge to seek a higher

office.

Higher office was just what Harry intended to pursue. 1In 1934,
he planned to announce his candidacy for the U.S. House of Represen-

tatives. According to Truman:

In 1934, when I had been presiding judge of Jackson
County for eight years, I expected to run for Congress. Two
years earlier new congressional districts had been set up for
the state of Missouri, with the Fourth District in Eastern
Jackson County, with two or three eastern wards of Kansas City
added. This was the district I hoped to represent in
Congress, and if I had been permitted to run, I feel confident
that I could have been its representative. I was manuevered
out of this and finally ended up by running for the U.S.
Senate .43

The 1934 Senate campaign found Truman vying against Congressmen
John J. Cochran of St. Louis and Jacob L. Milligan of Richmond. [See
Figures 25 and 26]. Harry visited 60 of the state's 114 counties de-
livering 6 to 16 speeches each day. He presented himself as an FDR
and New Deal supporter. He won the primary by a plurality of 44,000

votes, and the November election by more than 250, 000 votes.“u
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FIGURE 25

FIGURE 25: Judge Harry S Truman and family in their living
room at 219 North Delaware.
Date: August 9, 1934
Kansas City Star photograph
Truman Library Photo No. 62-376-1
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FIGURE 26

FIGURE 26: Judge Harry S Truman on the front walkway of 219
North Delaware.
Date: November 18, 1934
Kansas City Star photograph
Truman Library Photo No. 62-397
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The family stayed up all night listening to the returns on Madge
Wallace's radio. The vietory was témpered by the reality that the
family would have to leave 219 North Delaware and live part of each
year in Washington, D.C. In a rare November 7, 1934, interview, Bess

Truman related her feelings:

Mrs. Harry S. Trumah has a tinge of regret at leaving
Independence for residence in Washington as the wife of a
United States senator....

"Of course, I'm thrilled to be going to Washington," Mrs.
Truman said, her gray eyes sparkling, "but I have spent all my
life here on Delaware street and it certainly will be a
change.”

"] was born on Delaware [sic] street," Mrs. Truman
continued, "and was married to Harry here sixteen years ago
when he came back from the World War. We never have had or
desired another home. But now that the change has came it
will be wonderful to meet it."

"Yesterday at bridge," Mrs. Truman confided, "I was asked
why I took it all without excitement as the votes kept piling
up for Harry. We could hear the returns over the radio. I
told them that's what twelve or fourteen years of political

~ campaigns will do for a Wife. We have had election days
before, but never as much at stake until now."

[Several neighbors knocked at the front door].
"Congratulations, Bess!" echoed through the vestibule of the
T4-year-old [sic] Jackson County home. "We certainly will
miss you, and Delaware street won't seem the same in the years
you are at Washington."

"We are going to try to find an apartment.... You see,
we have been spoiled by too much room and I'm afraid it would
feel rather crowded to make our start in a hotel ,"45

Independence citizens gave the Trumans a farewell dinner in De-
cember 1934. Sponsored by three county Democratic clubs, 400 people
gathered at the First Christian Church where Examiner editor and
family friend Col. William Southern was the master of ceremonies.46

The Senator-elect, Bess, and Margaret left for Washington shortly
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after noon on December 28, 1934. Before they drove away, Aunt May
"Beufie" Wallace fixed Margie's bedraggled Raggedy Ann doll sewing in
some more hair with a needle and yarn. The car pulled onto Van Horn
with the little girl clutching the doll.*7 The family drove to St.
Louis and boarded a train for the rémainder of the trip while their

two automobiles loaded with personal possessions were driven east ,48
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CHAPTER SIX

FROM INDEPENDENCE TO THE POTOMAC

% The Junior Senator From Missouri, 1935-1944

* Leading the Senate: The Vice-presidential Experience



The Junior Senator From Missouri, 1935-1944

Fred Wallace, the youngest son of Madge Wallace, continued to
live with his mother after he was graduated from the University of
Missouri at Columbia. He was married on July 27, 1930, and brought
his new wife, Christine Meyér, to live in the Wallace/Truman house.
Their son, David, was born in 1934. Madge Wallace's former second
floor bedroom with the front colored glass bay window became a
nursery for David Wallace. In 1937, he shared his large room with a
new sister, Marian. [See Figure 27]. The Fred Wallace family lived
at 219 North Delaware until 19142.1 An architect and engineer, Fred
Wallace moved his family to Denver where he became the regional

manager of the War Production Board in April 1945,2

With Bess in Washington half the year, Madge Wallace had three
sons and daughters-in-law to look after her. While the Gates fortune
was only a memory, Madge lived comfortably off of the dividends of
her Waggoner-Gates Milling Company stocks. Her financial stability
was threatened in 1933 when the charter of the milling company eXx-—
pired. Unable to vote her company stock to seek another 50-year
charter extension, her attorney, Rufus Burrus, filed suit and won his
client the right to vote the stocks independently. With the exten-
sion successful, Madge appointed Frank Wallace as her representative

at the mill.3 [See Figure 28]
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FIGURE 27

FIGURE 27: David and Marian Wallace in central hallway of
219 North Delaware.
Date: December 1938
Truman Library Photo No. 82-133-1
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FIGURE 28:

FIGURE 28

Waggoner-Gates Milling Company
Independence, Missouri

Date: Circa 1920s

Truman Library Photo No. 66-2981
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On January 3, 1935, with Bess, Margaret, Mary Jane Truman, and
Jim Pendergast watching from the Senate gallery, Senator Truman took
the oath of office from Vice-President John Nance Garner . The
Trumans did not return to Independence again until June 7. While
Bess and Margaret stayed six months, Harry went back to Washington
before the end of the week. In a June 9 interview, with Margaret
outside playing follow-the-leader with friends, Bess told a reporter
that living in the capital "was different from my life in Indepen-
dence "> Harry confessed to another reporter his doubts about ever
becoming accustomed to life in the capital, "The Washington atmos-
phere is not that of the country as a whole. It gives a man the

wrong slant if he permits it."6

For the next decade (1935-1945), the Trumans lived in a series
of apartments in the District of Columbia. Madge Wallace came to
visit often, remaining for long periods of time. Bess and Margaret
did not spend as much time in Washington as Harry. They preferred to
spend the summers away from the capital, traveling by train back to
Independence. Both stayed at 219 North Delaware through the summer
and fall while young Margaret went to public schools--Bryant School,
Independence Junior High School, and William Chrisman High School.
From January through May, she attended Gunston Hall, a private girls
school in the District of Columbia.7 Harry came home often, particu-

larly during holidays and Senate recesses. His sojourns to Indepen-
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dence were always balanced with trips around the state visiting with

political leaders and delivering speeches.

At Christmastime, the extended family felt it was important for
everyone to be reunited at the Independence home. This attitude
remained solid from the early 1920s until 1947. Typically Christmas
was important to the children and Margaret, the eldest of the

cousins, took center stage. Mrs. George P. (May) Wallace recalled:

One of my fondest memories of the "Big House"... is the
way the big living room looked on Christmas morning . Margaret
always insisted that the Christmas tree be tall enough to
reach the ceiling--a nine foot one at that! It was Uncle
George's job to fix the tree support for the tree and wire it
to the big old air shaft in the west end of the room--where
between bay windows it could be seen on Delaware Street. The
tree trimming took place on Christmas Eve when all gathered to
help. Actually, my husband, George, and Margaret did the real
trimming with much comment from the sidelines. We each had a
chair on which were placed the gifts from other members of the
family. Vietta Garr, the faithful family cook, came to join
us bringing the usual gift for Marg, a bag of "chocolate
kisses." Soon the room was a mass of tissue paper and
ribbons, and cries of "thank you so much" and "just what I
wanted" filled the air.8

Following his first visit home since becoming a senator, letters
to Bess began soon after Harry arrived in the capital. A constant
concern was finances. The family had to exist on a senator's salary
of $10,000 a year. In a June 18 letter, he asked Bess if he should
pay off their outstanding bills or put them off. He also sent a
check for expenses stating, "I hope it will cover things, if not tell

me about it. Do you think you can make out with it and three hundred

after the first until August?"?
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Homesickness was a constant theme in Harry's letters to Bess.
Back in the capital after a brief trip home in August 1935, Harry
wrote, "I was so devilishly homesick—I could see you standing out
there in the yard watching me drive away and I don't think you kissed
me goodbye...."10 In January 1936, he was disappointed when colds
kept Bess and Margie from returning to Washington on schedule:
...l haven't been so disappointed since I lost the 1924
election. I don't believe I will be again for a long time. I
wanted you to come so badly in the morning. I'd made up my
mind that you were in St. Louis this morning and then here

came that telegram. I honestly believe that house is infected
with cold germs or something.l!

In mid-October 1936, Missouri's junior senator escorted Presi-
dent Roosevelt to Kansas City's Municipal Auditorium where FDR made
the dedication speech.12 Being a "100 per cent Roosevelt supporter"
was Harry's main plank in his political platform. At home with his
family the last week of February in 1937 (for unknown reasons, Bess
stayed home during the spring session), he used the time to evaluate
his support of the administration in "packing" the Supreme Court and
thereby make it more amenable to the New Deal. [See Figure 291].
With his constituents 20 to 1 against it, he did not modify his
support.13 and told an overflow crowd at Kansas City's Music Hall

that the issue was a political, not a constitutional, issue.1u

A death threat received in April 1937, resulted in police guards
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FIGURE 29:

FIGURE 29

The Truman family leaves 219 North Delaware
for Washington, D.C.

Date: Winter, early 1937

Truman Library Photo No. 82-183-1
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stationed at the Wallace/Truman house, as well as in his Washington
éffice and the Capitol, including the Senate chamber. The threat, a
letter postmarked Independence, indicated that Truman would be killed
upon his return from Independence on April 22. The security guards
annoyed Truman who said that if he had seen the letter he would have
"thrown it away" like any other piece of crank mail a public official

typically received .15

Aside from visiting with family, friends, and constituents, one
annual activity which drew Harry Truman home every summer was attend-
ing an Army reserve training camp. Participating with fellow reserv-
ists in army drills and tactical maneuvers, Truman faithfully attend-
ed the two-week camp which was usually held at nearby Fort Riley,
near Junction City, Kansas. Visits at 219 North Delaware preceded

and followed the training camp.16

A tragedy for the Truman family unfolded in the waning years of
the 1930s and culminated in 1940. On April 5, 1938, the Jackson
County Court, which normally extended loans from the school fund to
citizens purchasing real estate, extended a $35,000 loan to refinance
a mortgage on 295 acres of farm land owned by Martha Ellen Truman.
The principal note stipulated the school fund would be reimbursed by
December 31, 1938, at a six percent interest rate.!7 When the note
became delinquent on January 1, 1939, several extensions were

granted. Because of droughts and Depression-era hardships, Martha

134



Ellen Truman was unable to payoff the loan. Harry made a short visit
to Jackson County in June 1939, to see his mother and negotiate with
county officials.18 On July 7, however, the Republican-controlled
Jackson County Court ordered the assistant county counselor to
"collect the money" from Mrs. Truman as the family began looking for
a buyer.19 It was not until June 14, 1940, however, that the court
ordered an immediate foreclosure, citing the debt, which had grown to

$41,500, had not been paid.20

Martha Ellen and Mary Jane Truman were forced to abandon the
farm and move into a bungalow in Grandview. The loss of the farm,
which had been in the family for nearly a century, was a "bitter
pill" for Harry to swallow. In an August 1940, letter to Bess, he
compared the loss of the Grandview farm to Madge Wallace losing her
family home; "Imagine your mother being forced out of 219 North

Delaware," he lamented .21

On February 3, 1940, Truman filed a declaration of candidacy
with the Missouri Democratic Party for re-election.22 With "Boss
Tom" Pendergast in prison for income tax fraud and the political
machine in disarray, Trumans' chances in the August 6 primary were
almost nil. In the summer of 1940, following the third session of
the 76th Congress, Harry returned to Missouri and, from his head-
quarters in Sedalia, barnsﬁormed from one corner of the state to

another. Going directly to the people and appealing to farmers and
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laborers in the name of the New Deal, Harry visited 75 counties and
made speeches day and night. In a narrow victory with a plurality of
8,300 votes, he defeated challengers Maurice Milligan and Governor
Lloyd Stark. [See Figure 30]. In the November 5 election, Truman
triumphed over Republican Manuel Davis, 930,775 to 886,376.23 The
campaign captured national attention; Harry Truman, "The Man From
Pendergast ," won without the support of any city political machine or

newspaper.

On January 3, 1941, as the Senate stood in ovation, Harry Truman
entered the chamber to be sworn in for the second time as Senator
from Missouri. On February 10, he submitted a resolution calling for
an investigation of the national defense effort, to correct alleged
widespread corruption and waste. On March 8, Truman was appointed
Chairman of the Senate Special Committee Investigating the National
Defense Program. Fellow committee Democrats were Tom Connally
(Texas); Carl Hayden (Arizona); James Mead (New York); and M. C.
Walgren (Washington); while Republican members were Ralph Brewster

(Maine) and Joseph Ball (Minnesota) .2"

The Truman Committee, as it soon came to be called, shocked the
nation as its hearings uncovered the extent of defense industry cor-
ruption and the "freezing out" of small industrialists by large corp-
orations using monopolistic practices. By August 3, 1944, when

Senator Truman resigned the chairmanship, the committee had saved the
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FIGURE 30:

FIGURE 30

Trumans read congratulatory telegrams at their
dining room table following Harry's Missouri
Senatorial primary victory.

Date: August 7, 1940

Acme Photo

Truman Library Photo No. 64-1528
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taxpayers $15 million.2>

In 1941, as turmoil enveloped Europe and the Far East, the U.S.
Congress voted to remain in session until the world crisis abated.
In early September 1941, the Trumans became full-time residents of
Washington, D.C., returning to their home on North Delaware in Inde-
pendence only during summertime, vacations, and holidays. Margaret,
a senior at William Chrisman High School, enrolled for her final year
at Gunston Hall in Washingtdn.26 Four months later, the bombing of
Pearl Harbor found Harry in Columbia, Missouri.2” He rushed back to
the capital in time to hear the historic "Day of Infamy" speech and

to vote for war.

When the Fred Wallace family moved to Denver in 1942, Madge
Wallace was left alone in her large house. Physically unable to care
for the home herself, she closed up 219 North Delaware and moved into
a small apartment on nearby Maple Avenue. She spent one winter
there, came back to the home with the Trumans in the summer, then
moved to Washington with them in the fall. For the next decade, the
house stood closed and empty for extehded periods of time, open only

during the summer months and holidays.28

Following Margaret's high school graduation in 1942, she entered
George Washington University (G.W.U.) to study history. Harry en-

couraged her to earn a college degree with the promise to support her
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in any career decision she made. Her special love was music and she
was determined to pursue a career as a singer. Although Bess was
"reserved" about it, Madge Wallace was openly critical, declaring
that singing on the stage was no life for a lady. While the Wallaces
were negative, the Trumans, especially "Mama Truman," were openly

enthusiastic.29

Margaret's first public performance came in the summer of 1943
as a chorus member in a Denver opera troupe. Words of wisdom came
from a proud, but lonely, father:

I'm very, very lonely without you and your mother. The
apartment is a dreary place when there's no one to run the
radio and put to bed.

Don't worry about your singing just get up there and do
it like you were in the parlor at home and no one listening.3O

Harry arrived in Kansas City on July 19 for two days before going on
to Denver for a week to visit Bess, Margaret, and the Fred Wallace
family. Following the Denver vacation, the Trumans returned to

Independence to stay until September 1, when Margaret's sophomore

year at G.W.U. began.31

LEADING THE SENATE: THE VICE-PRESIDENTIAL EXPERIENCE

The presidential election year of 1944 was a turning point for

the Truman family. As the primary campaign began and rumors of the
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administration dumping Vice-President Henry Wallace from the ticket
persisted, political friends urged Truman to declare his candidacy.
As the party convention approached, the pressure became more
pronounced. Harry wrote:
I had never entertained such an idea, and whenever the
suggestion was made I brushed it aside. I was doing the job I

wanted to do; it was the one that I liked, and I had no desire
to interrupt my career in the Senate , 32

Shortly before the Trumans left for the long drive from Inde-
pendence to Chicago to attend the Democratic National Convention,
Harry was resting at home when he received a call from James Byrnes.
Byrnes told Truman that FDR wanted Byrnes as his vice-president and
would Truman nominate him at the convention? Harry gave Byrnes his
promise to do so. A subsequent call from Senate Majority Leader
Alben Barkley asking Truman to nominate Barkley at the convention was
declined because of Truman's prior commitment. It was only at the
convention that Truman learned Byrnes' request had been a trick, that

FDR had requested Truman, not Byrnes, as his running mate.33

Harry's reticence to acknowledge any vice-presidential draft
centered around his not wanting "to drag a lot of skeletons out of

the closet." As he told a friend:

"Well, the worst thing is that I've had the boss,"
meaning Mrs. Truman, "on the payroll in my Senate office and
I'm not going to have her name drug over the front pages of
the paper and over the radio."

"There isn't any way you can get by... as a United States
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Senator unless you do have your wife on the payroll, because
it's expensive to live and maintain your, so to speak, two
homes ."

Harry Truman's reluctance crumbled when he realized the movement
to dump Henry Wallace in favor of himself came from the White House.
On July 22, Truman accepted his party's nomination. [Figures 31 and
32]. Jubilation reigned in Independence. American flags and signs
appeared throughout the city. Hundreds of people gathered on the
Square to celebrate and county employees organized a demonstration
complete with bands and 10-foot signs on the courthouse lawn

proclaiming "Congratulations Senator Harry S. Truman ."35

‘Packed and ready to leave for Independence, Harry revealed his
exchange of telegrams with the President:

I send you my heartiest congratulations on your victory
[nomination].... I am, of course, very happy to have you run
with me. Let me know your plans. I shall see you very soon.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

Thank you, Mr. President. I am happy to be your running
mate. Will be in Missouri until August 1, our primary day. I
am at your command and want to see you soon.

Harry S. Truman3
The Truman's tan 1941 Chrysler coupe arrived at the home of
George and May Wallace at 7:15 p.m., July 23, without fanfare. The
weary family, after requesting that celebrations be postponed until
they had rested, ate dinner at the small house and then sat with the

Wallaces in the back yard. On the quiet Sunday evening, few realized

the Trumans were home. May Wallace had opened the family home the
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FIGURE 31:

FIGURE 32:

Truman relatives in Grandview listen to results of
the Democratic National Convention in Chicago.
Left to Right: Mrs. J. Vivian Truman; Gilbert T.
Truman; John Ross Truman; Mary Jane Truman; Martha
Ann Truman; and Mrs. Martha Ellen Truman.

Date: July 20, 1944

Acme Photo, Truman Wing Collection

Truman Library Photo No. 77-72

Well-wishers gather around the Truman's box as
balloting for the vice-presidential nomination
begins.

Date: July 22, 1944

Acme Photo

Truman Library Photo No. 66-2702
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previous morning "to let it air out," but the family spent their
first night in Independence following the convention at the Frank

Wallace house (601 West Van Horn) .37

On the evening of July 24 in an event sponsored by the Chamber
of Commerce, the Trumans greéted 3,000 friends, citizens, and well-
wishers in their back yard. [See Figures 33 and 34]. Harry knew
most of the people by their first names. The local paper reported,
"It was all in a small-town, homey atmosphere, the Trumans standing
under a rose arbor on the north side of the house to meet their
friends." The line, which numbered more than 200 at times, stretched
from the pergola west to North Delaware, and south along the sidewalk
in front of the house. A public address system announced each large
group as it arrived. As dusk approached and the line continued after
two hours, a light was turned on over the pergola. At the conclu-
sion, Harry made a short speech:

I'm overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness and the way the
town has turned out to greet us. It has often been said that
a prophet is without honor in his home town. Now I can say to

the world that I have been honored in my home town. Thank you
for coming; I am overwhelmed .38

An interview with Bess revealed that she was having problems

obtaining sufficient domestic help to operate the Wallace/Truman

house. She admitted she had had no time to go grocery shopping:
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FIGURE 33:

FIGURE 34:

Harry and Bess Truman greet their neighbors beside
the pergola in the back yard of 219 North
Delaware. The event commemorates Truman's
acceptance of the vice-presidential nomination.
Date: July 27, 1944

Acme Photo, Truman Wing Collection

Truman Library Photo No. 77-78

Truman and FDR have lunch at the White House to
plan their campaign strategy.

Date: August 18, 1944

Life Magazine

Truman Library Photo No. 63-1499-3A
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We did real well today.... This morning we managed to
have breakfast with the Wallaces; this noon, Harry's cousins,
the Nolands across the street, brought us a lovely salad for
lunch, and tonight we had a family picnic in the back yards of
Frank and George Wallace. I hope tomorrow we have time to get
out and buy some food .39

An announcement about Bess on the Senate payroll as an "adviser
and personal secretary" at $4,500 a year came on July 26. Harry
declared, "She's a clerk in my office and does much of my clerical
work. I need her there and that's the reason I've got her there. I
never make a report or deliver a speech without her editing it.

There's nothing secret about it ,n40

A feature story, replete with photographs, on the vice-presi-
dential nominee was featured in the August 21, 1944, edition of Life
magazine. The article marked the first of many which highlighted the
Truman home. Calling the interior "gloomy Victorian," a caption to a
photograph of the Trumans standing on the front lawn of 219 North
Delaware read:

The Truman home is old-fashioned Middle Western house
with gingerbread gables, set in a maple grove. Built by Mrs.
Truman's grandfather 80 years ago, it needs a coat of paint. 1

Formal notification of his vice-presidential candidacy came in
special ceremonies on August 31 in Truman's birthplace of Lamar,
Missouri. The occasion was the first time Bess and Margaret had ever

seen the town.%2 After the notification address by Senator Tom
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Connally, Harry addressed a crowd of 12,000 people on the lawn of the
Barton County Courthouse. In a 19<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>