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Independence

Admission to Independence Hall, the Bishop 
White House, and the Todd House is by tour 

The place to start your 
tour is the park visitor 
center at 3rd and Chest­
nut Streets. There you 
can find out about current 
programs and activities 
and view the 28-minute 
film Independence, 
which introduces the 
park s story. The visitor

How to Reach the Park Each of the following 
sets of directions will lead you to the parking 
garage on 2d Street between Walnut and Chest­
nut Streets. Eastbound via 1-76 (Schuylkill 
Expressway): Exit at Vine Street (1-676 and 
U.S. 30) and follow to 6th Street. Turn right on 
6th and follow to Chestnut Street (3 blocks). 
Turn left on Chestnut and follow to 2d Street. 
Turn right on 2d Street. Westbound via Benjamin 
Franklin Bridge (U.S. 30): As you come off the 
bridge, follow the signs to 6th Street (south). 
From there, follow the same directions as 
outlined for Eastbound to reach 2d Street. 
Southbound via 1-95: Take the Center City exit 
to 2d Street. Northbound via 1-95: Exit at Tasker 
Street. Continue straight ahead on Reed and 
follow to Delaware Avenue. Turn left on Delaware 
Avenue and follow to the exit for Market Street 
(on right). When you reach Market, make an 
immediate left onto 2d Street.

center is only one block 
from the parking garage 
on 2d Street, between 
Walnut and Chestnut, 
where we suggest you 
park your car.

Hours and Admission Most park buildings are 
open from 9 a m. to 5 p.m. daily. The hours of 
some buildings are extended in summer. There 
are no admission charges, except at the Deshler- 
Morris House in Germantown. The hours are 
subject to change without notice.

only. Free tickets for the Bishop White House 
and the Todd House should be obtained at the 
visitor center on the day of your visit. No 
tickets are required for tours of Independence 
Hall or for entry to other park buildings. Admis­
sion is on a first-come, first-served basis.

For Your Safety Don’t let your visit be spoiled 
by an accident. Please be careful crossing 
Philadelphia's busy streets and watch your step 
on brick walkways and cobblestone surfaces.

Administration Independence National His­
torical Park is administered by a superinten­
dent, whose address is 313 Walnut Street, Phil­
adelphia, PA 19106. For more information, 
either write the superintendent or call the park 
visitor center at (215) 597-8974.

Reconstructed City Tav­
ern at the corner of Wal­
nut and 2d Streets, is one 
of the park s prime his­
torical attractions. Feel 
free to stop by for a brief 
look or for lunch or din­
ner served in a relaxed 
18th-century atmos­
phere.
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Planning Your Tour Although it is small in total 
area, the park contains a variety of sites that 
cannot easily be seen in one day. If you have 
only a short time to spend, we urge you to visit 
Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell Pavilion 
first. If you have more time, here are some 
additional suggestions on what to see:

Full-Day Tour
Carpenters Hall 
Independence Hall
Congress Hall 
Old City Hall 
Graff House
Liberty Bell Pavilion 
Franklin Court 
Second Bank of the
United States

Where to Start Begin your tour at the visitor 
center by seeing the 28-minute film "Indepen­
dence.’’ Here, too, park rangers can answer 
your questions and help you to plan your visit. 
They can also provide information concerning 
special services for non-English-speaking visitors 
and for those with disabilities. To help you 
enjoy the park more fully, books and maps are 
available at bookstores in the visitor center and 
the west wing of Independence Hall.
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Half-Day Tour
Carpenters' Hall (exterior) 
Independence Hall 
Liberty Bell Pavilion 
Franklin Court

Welcome to Philadelphia and to Independence 
National Historical Park, where so much of our 
Colonial, Revolutionary, and Federal-period heri­
tage is preserved. Here, along these old streets 
and amid these venerated houses and public build­
ings, Americans began their quest for freedom and 
independence. Here, too, the United States was 
born and took shape. We invite you to make the 
most of your tour of this great historic resource and 
wish you a relaxed and rewarding visit.

Visiting the Park

Mikveh Israel Cemetery
Established in 1738, this is the 
oldest Jewish cemetery in 
Philadelphia.

To Thaddeus Kosciuszko. 
National Memorial I
The 1797-98 residence of the Pol­
ish military engineer who fought 
for the American cause during the 
Revolution.
(Two blocks south)

To Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') 
Church National Historic Site
Built in 1700, the oldest church in 
Pennsylvania.
(1.2 km/ 75 mi south on Delaware 

Avenue near Christian Street)

St. Joseph’s Church 
Site of Philadelphia's first Roman 
Catholic Church (1733). The pres­
ent church dates from 1838

Todd House--------------
Restored middle-class home.
Admission is by tour only. Free 
tickets are available at the visitor 
center.

Bishop White House
Restored upper-class home 
Admission by tour only. Free tick­
ets available at the visitor center.

Philadelphia Exchange
Opened in 1834. this building 
housed the Philadelphia Stock 
Exchange for many years. Exterior 
restoration. Not open to the public.

City Tavern
A reconstruction of Revolutionary 
America's finest tavern. Open daily 
for lunch and dinner.

Site of Slate Roof House
Here in 1701 William Penn granted 
the famous "Charter of Privileges."

Bicentennial Bell
The British government's bicenten­
nial gift to America. It hangs in the 
visitor center's 130-foot bell tower.

I

Percenters' Hall
Meeting place of the First Conti- 

j, nental Congress in 1774. Still 
- owned and operated by the Car- 
0 penters' Company.

i Pennsylvania Hr

Library Hal!
A reconstruction which houses the 
library of the American Philosophi­
cal Society. Open for use by 
scholars.Independence Square 

Here on July 8. 1776, the Declara­
tion of Independence was first read 
in public.

Congress Hall 8
Meeting place of the U.S. Con­

gress from 1790 to 1800.

Independence Hall 8
Built between 1732 and 1756 as 

the Pennsylvania State House. 
Famous as the scene of the adop­
tion of the Declaration of Indepen­
dence and the drafting of the U.S.

Constitution. Open by tour only.

Old City Hall 8
Originally Philadelphia's City Hall. 
Home of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
1791-1800.

Second Bank 
of the United States 
An excellent example of Greek 
Revival architecture. Home of the 
park's portrait gallery.

First Bank 
of the United States 
Home of the government s bank 
from 1797 to 1811 and the oldest 
bank building in the United States. 
It is restored only on the exterior. 
Not open to the public.

Philosophical Hall
4 Headquarters of the American Phil­

osophical Society, the oldest 
learned society in America. Not 
open to the public.

Liberty Bell Pavilion 8
Home of the Liberty Bell, revered 

symbol of American freedom.-—

Graff House 8
A reconstruction of the home in 

which Jefferson drafted the 
Declaration of Independence.

Franklin Court
Site of Benjamin Franklin s home. 
Includes an underground museum, 
an operating print shop, a U.S. 
Post Office, and an architectural- 
archeological exhibit.

Christ Church 8
Built between 1727 and 1754, this 
church is considered an outstand­
ing example of 18th-century Ameri­
can architecture.

Christ Church Cemetery
Burial place of Benjamin Franklin 
and other notables.

Free Quaker Meeting Hou:
Built in 1783, this is the oldest 
meetinghouse in Philadelphia. The 
Free Quakers supported and 
fought for the American cause 
during the Revolutionary War.

To St. George’s Church
3 Built in 1769, the oldest Methodist 

Church in continuous use in the 
United States.
(Two blocks north) Park Areas Not Shown on the Map

Deshler-Morris House For detailed directions to these
The home that President George park areas, stop at the information 
Washington rented during brief desk in the visitor center, 
periods in 1793 and 1794.
(5442 Germantown Avenue.
Germantown)

Benjamin Franklin National 
Memorial
A colossal statue honoring
Philadelphia's most famous
citizen. Located in the rotunda of 
the Franklin Institute.
(20th Street and Benjamin Franklin
Parkway)


