












































































































































































furnishings jobs. For instance, he took down and cleaned all the venetian blinds and 
curtains in both chambers of Congress and covered the 44 additional House "Elbow 
Chairs" with black leather and the new Senate chairs with red leather over 
horsehair. 175 

The building's expanded space allowed more room for visitors as well, 
because the House sessions were open to the public and attended regularly. By the 
closing years in Philadelphia, however, so many people were coming to watch the 
debates, the Congressmen voted to confine all visitors to the upper and lower 
galleries, which held around 400 spectators. These regular crowds at the State 
House Square must have given a boost to the trade for Hassells and Garvin's taverns 
across the street; on the· ·north· side ·uf Chestnut Street, and the ·shopkeepers or 
tradesmen along Fifth and Sixth Streets. 176 

Instead of supporting a new hall for Congress, the Pennsylvania legislature 
passed a bill allocating $20,000 to build a stately executive mansion for the 
President. Considering the fact that when Albert Gallatin surveyed some 5354 
dwellings in the city only nineteen were valued between $10,000 to 30,000, 
Pennsylvanians did show civic pride in this gesture. Construction, however, took so 
long that Washington declined to live there, as it reached completion in his final year 
as president. When John Adams took office in March 1797, he also refused the city's 
offer to live there, principally because the upkeep of such a large and elegant house 
would be a capital drain on his already inadequate salary. 177 

The location chosen for the President's house on Ninth Street three blocks 
west of Morris' house signified the fast westward development in Philadelphia. An 
estimated 400 to 500 houses went up annually with the arrival of Congress, nearly 
half of which developer Joseph Sansom erected according to his "well laid plans" for 
the city .'78 

175 
David A. Kimball and John D.R. Platt, "Historical Data Section," 7, in "Historic Structure Report, Part 

I, Congress Hall," Independence National Historical Park, 1960. Benge' s bill is reproduced as Appendix E, 
"Furnishing Plan, Second Floor of Congress Hall." American Mercury, Aug. 19, 1790; Journal of the 
House of Representatives of Pennsylvania, 1791-2, 44. 
176 

American Daily Advertiser, June 3 and 14, 1797; Julian Ursyn Niemcewicz, Under their Vine and Fig 
Tree, Travels Through America in 1797-1799. 1805, Translated and edited by Metchie J.E. Budka 
(Elizabeth, NJ, 1965), 42. 
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Scharf and Wescott, History of Philadelphia, l, 462; "No. of Dwelling Houses," Box 72 Uncatalogued 
Dateless, Gallatin Papers, MSS, NYHS, as cited in INDE note card file. Because PA was in debt, 
construction didn't get underway until 1792 .. PG May 16, 1792; William Birch illustrated the President's 
mansion in his The City of Philade/phia ... as it appeared in the Year 1800. For a facsimile of this 
publication, Birch 's Views of Philadelphia With Photographs of the Sites in 1960 & 1982 by S. Robert 
Teitelman (Philadelphia, 1983), Plate 13, House for the President. The University of Pennsylvania finally 
purchased the house for the president in 1800 and in 1805 a medical school· was designed and built 
adjoining. Edwin Wolf 2nd, Philadelphia Portrait of An American City, (Harrisburg, 1975), 128. 
178 

Theodore Sedgwick wrote home to his wife, Nov. 6, 179 J, "Since I have been here last spring great 
improvements have been made in building, I should imagine from the appearance not Jess than 500 houses 
have been erected the last season ... " Sedgwick Papers, MRS, as given in INDE note card; Philadelphia 
City Directory 1804, APS, 8, as cited in note card file, INDE; Today many ofSansom's large and orderly 
townhouses of 1799-1800 still stand west of Seventh Street, on Walnut Street and the street given his name. 
Richard Webster, Philadelphia Preserved Catalog of the Historic American Buildings Survey 
(Philadelphia, 1976), 53; Wolf, Philadelphia, 129. 
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--- -----

Imagine the hammering everywhere as Congress opened in December 1790. 
Just yards away from their sessions, a new City Hall was under construction at the 
Fifth Street end of the State House row. This building, completed in 1791, fulfilled 
the master plan for the State House Square. For the remaining years of the decade 
three levels of government, city, state and federal, worked together on the square in 
a crowded, often tense, political and legal environment. These politicians, judges, 
attorneys and officers, also socialized together, often on the adjoining block north, in 
the company of the president of the United States. 

190 High Street: The Executive Mansion for Presidents Washington and 
Adams 

President Washington accepted the state's choice of his friend Robert Morris' 
house as the Executive Mansion, on the condition he could make additions and 
changes for the accommodation of his household. Once completed, the Washington 
family moved into the house and Robert Morris moved next door, to the former 
Governor's Mansion, which he now owned. President Washington made it his 
business to invite local and national leaders twice weekly {Tuesdays and Thursdays) 
for state dinners and levees. Such gatherings provided an opportunity for the 
nation's leaders to exchange personal or political views in a social but stately 
milieu.179 Martha Washington hosted more informal levees on Friday nights. 180 

Besides these regular gatherings, Washington made it his policy to entertain 
visiting Native American chiefs to promote peace on the frontier. He hosted these 
tribal entourages and presented them with gifts of clothing, silver medals and · 
gorgets. In 1791, with pressure on the frontier mounting, the great Seneca leader, 
Cornplanter, and several other chiefs came to town to discuss peaceful relations. The 
next year, the Mohawk Chief Joseph Brant came "quite alone" to the capital where 
during his weeklong visit, he dined at the President's, as well as at Governor Mifflin's 
summer home. The federal government put him up at the fashionable City Tavern 
and presented him with a pair of pistols, clothing, and a tomahawk. That same year 
Robert Morris watched as forty-nine Chiefs and Sachems of the Six Nations led by 
Red Jacket marched in review past his and Washington's door. The delegation, he 
learned, would stay a fortnight or longer. This visit, he assumed, would secure the 
neutrality of these nations. On another occasion in 1796, Little Turtle, chief of the 
Miami, and about fifty chiefs from several southern tribes came to town, when "The 
President dined four sets of Indians on four several days the last week."181 

179 Washington's formal levees with local _p,oliticians aroused sharp-criticism in some circles where they 
were labeled "certainly anti-republican." 1 9 Senator Maclay as quoted in Leonard D. White, The 
Federalists A Study of Administrative History. (New York, 1961), 108. 
180 Historic Structures Report Part II on Old City Hall," Independence National Historical Park, February 
1961 ;For information on Washington's modifications and use of the house, see Harold Donalson Eberlein, 
"190 High Street, (Market Street below Sixth) The Home of Washington and Adams, 1790-1800," Historic 
Philadelphia, 166-17 4 . 
181 Francis Paul Prucha, S.J. "History of the United States Presidential Medal Series,'" Medals of the United 
States Mint (Washington, D.C., 1972), 286; Cornelius Vermeule, Numismatic Art in America (Cambridge, 
1971), 17; Martha Gandy Fales, Joseph Richardson and Family Philadelphia Silversmiths (Middletown, 
1974), 159-162; Harrold E. Gillingham, "Indian Silver Ornaments, PMHG 58 (1934), 97-126; Wolf, 
Philadelphia, 105; Gerhard H. Clarfield, Timothy Pickering and American Diplomacy 1795-1800 
(Columbia, MO, 1988 ), 131; Oberholtzer, Philadelphia. 3, 365; Brant quote in Wm. Irvine to Anthony 
Wayne, 5 July 1792, Irvine Papers, I, Draper Collection, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, as cited by 
INDE note card file. In 1797 the Connecticut Courant (Mar, 6) called Brandt "the famous Mohawk Chief'; 
"Captain Brandt in Philadelphia, 1792, Account No. 3232, Miscellaneous Treasury Records of the General 
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Washington took his role as president with great seriousness. As the first 
American in the executive role, he set the precedent by fashioning the office with the 
respect and integrity he thought it was due. Among his many duties, he intended to 
encourage national progress. As Henry Wansey, an English visitor to the capital in 
1794, reported every person who felt he had an invention or bright idea for the 
national good came to the president's door to get his official support. When Wansey 
dropped in one morning with a letter of introduction, the president invited him to 
breakfast. He joined Martha and George and their two young grandchildren, Nelly 
and George Custis. Together they observed another guest demonstrate his model for 
an invention to improve canals-a subject Washington long had been keenly 

··interested in ·to advance· transportation~westward. Wansey, too,· caught Washington's 
attention, with his expertise in wool production. Washington listened carefully to 
Wansey's observations on American sheep herds and appreciated the gift publication 
on wool manufacturing that Wansey had authored. 182 

For his part, Wansey confessed he was "struck with awe and veneration" in 
the company of the "GREAT WASHINGTON, the noble and wise benefactor of the 
world!"183 Wansey's expressed respect for the president was not unusual. Jacob 
Hiltzheimer, a state legislator, confided to his diary after dining at the president's in 
1791, "I cannot help remarking that President Washington is an unassuming, easy 
and sociable man, beloved by every person." Two years later, when he again dined 
at Washington's, he remarked, "I cannot resist recording the President's familiarity 
and sociability to all present."184 

Part of Wansey's favorable impression stemmed from his admiration of 
Washington's lifestyle. Martha dressed "very plain" and instead of servants, she 
prepared the tea and coffee. He remarked that only one servant, who didn't wear 
livery, stood by to assist. What Wansey did not realize was that behind the scenes 
the household included two secretaries (usually a nephew or close family relative) for 
the president and some twenty servants, both white and black, some of whom were 
very difficult to supervise. Generally he brought only five slaves from Mount Vernon 
because of the ease runaways had to find asylum in Philadelphia, with its 
sympathetic Quakers and the 1780 Gradual Abolition Act. During the first 
administration Mr. and Mrs. Hyde, the steward and his wife, lived in the house along 
with the President's secretary, Tobias Lear, and his wife, Polly. The latter couple 
brought their infant boy, as well, who captivated the Washingtons' hearts, but in 

Accounting Office 1790-1814, as cited by INDE note card file; Robert Morris to Charles Williamson, Mar. 
14, 1792, Chas. Williamson Coll., Rochester Public Library, as cited in INDE note card file; Stephen 
Decatur, Jr., Private Affairs of George Washington, From the Records and Accounts of Tobias Lear, 
Esquire, his Secretary (Boston, 1833), 326; Henry Lewis Carter, The Life and Times of little Turtle First 
Sagamore of the Wabash (Urbana and Chicago, 1987), 158, notes that Washington gave Little Turtle a 
ceremonial sword which was buried with him. Miller, Peale, 2, 160; 1796 dinners described in letter from 
John Adams to wife, Abigail, as quoted in White, The Federalists, 108, ft. nt. 32. 
182 Eleanor Parke Custis (born 1779) and George Washington Parke Custis (born 1781) were raised and 
adopted by the Washingtons and both lived the seven presidential years with their grandparents in 
Philadelphia. William M.S. Rasmussen and Robert S. Tilton, George Washington The Man Behind The 
Myths (Charlottesville, 1999), 178; David John Jeremy, Editor, Henry Wansey and His American Journal 
1794 (Philadelphia, 1970), 99. 
183 Jeremy, ed. Wansey, 99. Wansey here noted that he was quoting the words of the just-deceased Count 
Mirabeau, his former general. 
184 Jeremy, ed., Wansey, 100; Parsons, ed., Hiltzheimer, 171, 193. 
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1793, Polly suddenly died and Lear sent the child home to New Hampshire, to his 
mother. 185 

Simplicity in manner did not mean Washington went without appropriate 
finery befitting his office. The president rode a white steed with leopard skin housing 
and saddlecloth with gold binding or paraded in a fine cream colored carriage pulled 
by six of the dozen or more horses he kept in the Morris stables. He took particular 
care to order for the first White House additional sets of silver. A 1797 inventory of 
his purchases as president listed more than twelve dozen silver spoons, urns for 
punch, tea and coffee and large plaited waiters for serving it, all of the "best 
workmanship," to supplement his own service. Plaited silver (a relatively new and 
economical process)-appealedto Washington, so·he·specified in his-order for stylish 
Argand lamps that they be coated. All the while, he insisted on the "less costly," or 
the "plain and neat" over the "follies of luxury and ostentation." He aimed for dignity 
without extravagance, "For extravagance," he explained to the dealer, "would not 
comport with my own inclination, nor with the example which ought to be set." 186 

That year, 1793, the local politics heated to violence, embroiling the president 
in public controversy and apparent danger. News arrived of the escalating French 
Revolution. King Louis XVI and his wife, Marie Antoinette, had been arrested, then 
guillotined. France declared war on their ancient enemy England and soon most of 
Europe had taken sides. The French Republic sent its first French Minister to the 
United States, Edmond Charles Genet, to press the United States to honor their old 
alliance and join the war. 187 England at the same time wanted to secure our alliance. 

Pressure mounted so that in July Washington was called to the capital from 
Mount Vernon, when he found the situation critical. He soon felt "very much 
perplexed with the disputes, memorials, and what not, with which the government 
were pestered by one or the other of the petulant representatives of the powers at 
war," leaving him more than ever overwhelmed. 188 Washington realized the danger 
to the nation and proclaimed the United States neutral. But France had won many 
passionate supporters in America who were ready to go to war. Genet arrived in 
Philadelphia in May with a hero's welcome. By summer tempers had been stirred by 
his outspoken politicking among local Republicans and his comments to the press. In 
August a mob gathered before President Washington's door to protest the neutrality 
policy. As John Adams later vividly reminisced with Thomas Jefferson, the president 
was at harms way: 

185 
Eberlein, "190 High," 167; "190 High Street," typescript, Works Progress Administration, 1937 and 

1938, at APS. This report cites only 18 servants, 7 of them black, and is based on Stephen Decatur, Jr. 
Private Affairs of George Washington, (1933), 151-152; Washington at least twice took action to discipline 
wayward servants. He put his "disorderly Servant," Wilhelmina Tyser, in jail for 5 or 6 days and specified 
she be kept "at hard labour" in July 1794 and Martin Cline went the next month to jail at the president's 
orders for being "frequently Drunk, neglecting his duty, and otherwise misbehaving." RS. Rowe and Billy 
G. Smith, "Prisoners: the Prisoners for Trial Docket and the Vagrancy Docket," in Billy G. Smith, ed., Life 
in Early Philadelphia Documents from the Revolutionary and Early National Periods (University Park, 
1995), 84. 
186 

Douglas Southall Freeman, George Washington A Biography, 7 Volumes, 6, Patriot and President (New 
York, 1954), 226; Oberholtzer, History of Philadelphia, 1, 340; as quoted in Rasmussen and Tilton, George 
Washington, 227-228. 
187 

For a biographical essay on Genet, see John Catanzariti, John, Editor, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, 
Volume 26, 11 May to 31August1793. (Princeton: 1955), 46-7. 
188 

Washington to Henry Lee, July 21, l 793, as quoted in William Spohn Baker, Washington After the 
Revolution MDCCLXXX'JV-MDCCTCIX (Philadelphia, 1908), 261. 
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You certainly never felt the Terrorism, excited by Genet, in 1793, 
when ten thousand People in the Streets of Philadelphia, day after day, 
threatened to drag Washington out of his House and effect a Revolution in the 
Government, or compell it to declare War in favour of the French Revolution, 
and against England. The coolest and the firmest Minds, even among the 
Quakers in Philadelphia, have given their Opinions to me, that nothing but the 
Yellow Fever ... could have saved the United States from a total Revolution of 
Government. 189 

Yellow fever may have rescued· Washington ·in this case,. but·formost ·people 
who came in contact with the virus, they found it deadly. "The condition of this town 
... is truly alarming,'' wrote Tench Coxe's clerk on September 9'", explaining that "The 
prevalent disease" proved "fatal in almost every instance." Written nearly two weeks 
after the alarm and panic had set in, almost half the city had fled. President 
Washington characteristically remained at 190 High Street, reluctant to set a bad 
example and encourage hysterical behavior. He, like the city's doctors and general 
public, had no clear idea. of the epidemic's cause, or whether it was contagious. 
Yellow fever had not been in the city for over 30 years, so the doctors misdiagnosed 
the symptoms, sometimes calling it flu or other illnesses typical of the summer 
season. Perhaps the president's location on the western end of town, which was 
typically thought to be airy and healthful, gave Washington a sense of greater 
protection from the epidemic. The lingering sadness over Polly Lear's sudden, 
unexplained death on July 28th, however, may have led the family to wonder 
whether she had contracted yellow fever. (Had she visited the waterfront Polly may 
have been bitten by the Aedis aegypti mosquito that carries the virus. Trading ships 
from the West Indies, where yellow fever had been rampant over the summer, 
brought the infected mosquitoes to town.) 190 

Washington finally consented to leave town earlier than intended at Martha's 
imploring. She would not go without him, and he was anxious to see his family safe. 
They set out for Mount Vernon on September 10'", when nearly all the city and state 
offices had already closed. Only the Mayor, his committee of volunteers, including 
men and women from the Free African Society who took on the most dangerous 
jobs, burying the dead and nursing the sick, remained to struggle with the crisis. 
Those who remained lived in fear. The nasty public debate among the city's eminent 
doctors as to the cause and treatment for yellow fever left them anxious. People 
avoided walking the streets, and kept away from each other, even on occasion 
abandoning their sick. Opposite Congress Hall, Samuel Benge, (the upholsterer who 

189 
Adams to Jefferson, June 30, 1813, Lester J. Cappon, The Adams-Jefferson Letters The Complete 

Correspondence Between Thomas Jefferson and Abigail and John Adams, Two Volumes, II, (Chapel Hill, 
1959), 346-7. This year, 1793, has been written about at length in many histories, due to the complexity of 
the yellow fever, the French Revolution and European war, the dangers on the frontier, and the internal 
enmity within Washington's cabinet. A recent history focused on the period: Stanley Elkins and Eric 
McKitrick, The Age of Federalism (New York, 1993), covers the impact of this turbulent year in a chapter, 
"The French Revolution in America," 303-373. 
190 

As quoted in Jacob E. Cooke, Tench Coxe and the Early Republic, (Chapel Hill, 1978), 252; John 
Harvey Powell, Bring Out Your Dead The Great Plague of Yellow Fever in Philadelphia in 1793 
(Philadelphia, 1949, 1993) is perhaps the best general account of the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia. 
J. Worth Estes and Billy G. Smith, Editors, A Melancholy Scene of Devastation The Public Response to the 
I 793 Phildelphia Yellow Fever Epidemic (Philadelphia, 1997), 7 discusses the disease and its morbidity 
and the fact that still there is no cure. Ibid., 13, describes the sharply divided medical community. 
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had just that February completed some work for President Washington),191 stayed to 
supervise the removal of the dead to the Stranger's burial ground (where the city's 
poor and church unaffiliated went) another block away, in today's Washington 
Square. During September and October the death toll sometimes reached 100 dead 
a day. When cold weather finally killed off the mosquitoes and ended the epidemic, 
1,334 of more than 4000 yellow fever victims had been buried there, some in long 
trenches dug hurriedly to dispose of the contaminated corpses.'92 

This was but the first of several outbreaks of yellow fever during the decade. 
Congress and the President returned that fall to Germantown until the city finally 
was declared safe in late November.'93 Although the outbreaks in 1797 and 1798 
killed ·thousarrds ·more, the residents· gradually ·learned techniques to protect their 
population. Even the first year, remedial steps seem to have been almost 
instinctively carried out. "The town looks beautifully clean," Tench Coxe reported in 
early November. As early as October 2 Mayor Clarkson had ordered the streets 
regularly cleaned. Jacob Hiltzheimer supervised a daily wetting down on his street, 
and concluded that it "must make it healthier." Soon planning got underway to build 
new sewers and a water works to pipe clean water into the city and many of the old 
pits for brickmaking were filled in to reduce what some in the medical profession 
thought were toxic fumes emanating from rotting vegetable matter. Tent camps 
were set up on the banks of the Schulykill River for the city's poor at the first signs 
of epidemic. Even as this campaign continued, the federal and state legislators began 
to anticipate another, more reliable place for their capital.194 

President Washington struggled with other immediate concerns, including the 
deepening disagreements and personal animosities within his cabinet who met 
regularly at 190 High Street. By 1793 Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson and 
Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton had polarized into the leaders of two 
intense political parties, the Democratic-Republicans and the Federalists. Each grew 
convinced the other would subvert the new nation, either by denying individual rights 
and succumbing to the British example or by subjecting the fragile experiment to 
volatile and violent French influence. This bitter and suspicious environment within 
Washington's administration was mirrored publicly in the press. Jefferson and his 
party leader in Congress, James Madison, hired and subsidized the former 
Revolutionary War poet, Philip Freneau, "with his sharp wit and acid pen," to edit the 

191 
Feb. 7, 1793, "Washington's Household Account Book, 1793-1797," PMHB 31(1907),334. 

192 
Sept. 19, and Oct. 1,2, 1793, Jacob. HiltzheimerDiary, MSS, APS. The Oct.I date notes the opening of 

a new burial ground "on the public square between Race and Vine" on the far end of town; Mathew Carey, 
Account of the Malignant Fever lately Prevalent in Philadelphia: ... Third Edition, Improved (Philadelphia, 
November 30, 1793), end tables give a break down of deaths and burials by location. 
193 

The Washingtons stayed at the Deshler-Morris house, (now so named), today a unit oflndependence 
National Historical Park. The following year they again took the house. Anna Coxe Toogood, "Historic 
Structure/Furnishings/Grounds Report, Deshler-Morris, Bringhurst House, Historical Data Section, 
Independence National Historical Park,"(Denver Service Center, 1990), 32-45. 
194 

Nathan G. Goodman, Benjamin Rush Physician and Citizen 1746-1813, (Philadelphia, 1934), 202-209, 
222-5; Coxe to John Adams, Nov. 11, 3, 6, 1793, as quoted in Cooke, Tench Coxe, 252; Parsons, ed., 
Hiltzheimer, 196; Scharf and Wescott, History of Philadelphia, 1, 495, ft. nt. 1; Martin S. Pemick, 
"Politics, Parties, and Pestilence: Epidemic Yellow Fever in Philadelphia and the Rise of the First Party 
System," W&MQ 29 (1972), 566 ff, deals with the theories on what caused the epidemic and measures 
taken to prevent future outbreaks. 
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Republican mouthpiece, the National Gazette, while Hamilton gave staunch support 
to John Fenno's the United States Gazette. 195 

Washington had hoped that the new government would not divide into 
parties, but when it so readily did, he worked to find a balance and consensus. By 
1793, however, the antagonisms led Jefferson to submit his resignation and 
Hamilton followed suit soon after. Washington's next dilemma was to find competent 
replacements, not an easy task, as several candidates turned him down. The 
president himself longed to retire to Mount Vernon, but the pressure from his 
advisors to continue for a second term finally made him consent, out of his strong 
sense of duty. 196 The second term in office perhaps caused him even greater stress, 
as the vituperations within the cabinet continued and the·national and·international 
politics fomented heated debates and public demonstrations. The complicated and 
often disputed issues of the Whiskey Rebellion in Western Pennsylvania, Jay's Treaty 
with the British, the treaty with Spain over the right to trade on the Mississippi River, 
the Army's mission to subdue the Indians on the frontier and the captivity of 
American seamen by the Barbary States, all weighed heavily on his mind. So did the 
capital named after him, which remained "little but a sea of mud and vacant lots," 
despite his concerted effort to instill progress in his appointed commissioners in 
charge of the construction. 197 As his final years in office unfolded, the Republican 
press, which now included the Aurora, lambasted the president, who subscribed to all 
the major newspapers to keep himself informed. Washington's carefully controlled 
demeanor fell aside during at least one of the cabinet meetings at 190 High Street, 
when he exposed his rage over one of the insulting articles. 198 

Washington, like Congress, usually went home during the recesses, giving 
him some relief from this stressful life. 199 Wherever the president went, however, 
troubles followed, as the voluminous correspondence he sent out from 190 High 
Street indicates. New dentures had to be ordered in 1797 when Washington told the 
manufacturer that the two sets he owned were "both uneasy in the mouth and bulge 
my lips out in such a manner as to make them appear considerably swelled." 200 His 
absence from Mount Vernon distressed him, as he watched his farms suffer under 
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Tue political scene is oversimplified for this report, but is covered in depth in many published sources 

on this decade, among them, Eugene R. Sheridan, "Thomas Jefferson and the Giles Resolutions," W&MQ 
49 (1992), 589-608; quote describing Freneau from Philip S. Forrer, Editor, The Democratic-Republican 
Societies, 1790-1800 (Westport CT, 1976),3; Nathan Schachner, Alexander Hamilton (New York, 1946), 
299. 
196 

For strong urgings from Thomas Jefferson, May 28, 1792, Alexander Hamilton , July 30, 1792, and 
from Randolph on Aug. 5, 1792, see Baker, Washington After The Revolution, 241-242. 
197 

As quoted in William C. Di Giacomantonio, "All the President's Men, George Washington's Federal 
City Commissioners," Washington History 3 (1991), 52-75. 
198

Benjarnin Rush in a letter to John Adams, June 4, 1812, tells an antecdote given him by Jefferson who 
claimed he "once saw him [Washington] throw the Aurora hastily upon the floor with a 'dam' of the 
author. .. "Butterfield, Letters of Rush, 2, 1139. Irving Brant described a cabinet battle, when Edmund 
Randolph, Jefferson's replacement as Secretary of State, was accused of accepting a treasonable bribe from 
France, "Randolph's misfortune" was to "have against him two of the most malevolent men who ever 
decorated a presidential Cabinet-Timothy Pickering and Oliver Wolcott." Brant, "Edmund Randolph, Not 
Guilty!" W&MQ 7 (1950), 180. Benjamin Franklin's grandson, Benjamin Franklin Bache, published the 
Aurora . . Bache on one occasion wrote of Washington's "Vituperous drivel." Aurora Mar. 5, 1797. 
199 

For an abbreviated version of his daily schedule as president, see Baker, Washington After the 
Revolution. 
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As quoted in Ellen G. Miles, George and Martha Washington Portraits from the Presidential Years 
(Washington, 1999), 44. 
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poor supervision. 201 Family problems plagued him as his brothers and sisters died, 
leaving many young dependents who needed his attention and financial support. 
Martha's three siblings provided seven more children, so that between them there 
were 24 nephews and nieces. Added to that were Martha's four grandchildren from 
her first marriage, two of whom, Eleanor (Nelly) Parke and George Washington 
(Wash) Parke Custis, the Washingtons adopted as infants. He grew resigned to the 
family deaths as well as the responsibility, and found solace in the new family circles. 
The Washington household usually included several children who absorbed Martha's 
attention and brightened both their worlds, when they weren't disappointing them in 
some inappropriate behavior. 202 

· In Philadelphia Washington saw· tcrthe education of· Nelly ·and George and 
took his littie family to concerts, to plays at the new Chestnut Street Theater, to 
Peale's museum on the State House Square, and to some of the gala affairs that the 
city's social elite so enthusiastically enjoyed. The family turned out on March 8, 1797 
for the grand dinner in Washington's honor held at Rickett's Circus across Sixth 
Street from Congress Hall. Two hundred and forty guests paid their respects and a 
few days later the Washingtons were on the road for Mount Vernon. Washington had 
reluctantly accepted a second term in 1793, but in 1796 had firmly refused to serve 
a third. He knew it was "indispensably necessary" to be out of the "serious anxiety" 
the office created and was determined to enjoy his final years in private life. 203 His 
public career had finally come to a close and the aging couple soon were to "feel like 
children just released from school or from a hard taskmaster," as Martha put it to 
her old friend Lucy Knox. Vouching for both of them, she continued, "nothing can 
tempt us to leave the sacred roof-tree again, except on private business or 
pleasure." 204 

President Washington's successor, President John Adams, moved into 190 
High Street with little furniture and no Abigail. She remained home in Braintree to 
complete the arrangements for their absence. President Adams felt acutely his 
aloneness. He had endured Washington's Farewell Address where tears flowed freely 
for the departing first president. For his own inaugeration he experienced anxiety 
and worries over his reception. He agonized over the disparity between his and 
Washington's pocket book and the inflated prices in the national capital, knowing full 
well that on his salary he could not afford the luxuries, the servants, the finery that 
Washington had established as the image of the executive. 205 

201 Washington wrote 116 letters to his manager at Mount Vernon between October 1793 and January 1797. 
Baker, Washington After the Revolution., 274. Shortly after retirement Washington lamented, "an eight 
years absence from home ... had so deranged my private affairs; had so despoiled my buildings; and in a 
word, had thrown my domestic concerns into such disorder, as at no period of my life have I been more 
engaged than in the last six months, to recover and put them in some tolerable train again." Washington to 
Reverend William Gordon, Oct. 15, 1797, Fitzpatrick, The Writings of Washington, 36, 49. 
202 John E. Ferling, The First of Men A life of George Washington (Knoxville, 1988), 355; Miriam Anne 
Bourne, First Family George Washington and His Intimate Relations (New York, 1982), 139-173. 
20

' As quoted in. Ferling, George Washington, 466. 
204 

Martha to Lucy FluckerKnox, n.d., Joseph E. Fields, compiler, "Worthy Partner" The Papers of 
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Such jitters and resentments soon were replaced by others, as President 
Adams felt the full impact of his official responsibilities. Just weeks after taking 
office, when agitated by troubles on the domestic and diplomatic front, he wrote 
Abigail to come, regardless of the situation at Braintree."! care nothing about it," he 
told her, "But you I must and will have." He "wanted her advice and assistance" 
more than ever, for, he assured her, "! can do nothing without you." Abigail was 
needed to manage the executive mansion, which he found in a shambles, furnished 
only with a few items bought with public funds and in a deplorable condition. "There 
is not a chair fit to sit in," he told her, and the "beds and bedding are in a woeful 
pickle." Evidently the servants, in the absence of any supervision after the 
Washingtons vacated, ·had made merry in the house in the "most scandalous 
drunkenness and disorder ... ever heard of." Abigail, his life partner and soothing 
consultant, joined him in Philadelphia the ninth of May, and the two established their 
own pattern of official entertainments and social appearances, and he, his own 
system of meeting with the officers and Congressmen. 206 

Abigail Adams had faced the move to Philadelphia in 1790 with despondency. 
"! feel low-spirited and heartless," she told her sister. She dreaded having to go 
"among a new set of company, to form new acquaintances, to make and receive a 
hundred ceremonious visits," the routine for high office. 207 The years in Philadelphia 
during Washington's presidency, however, had eased her anxiety, although family 
and domestic problems still plagued her and John. The Adamses had four adult 
children by the time of John's presidency, Abigail or Nabby, 32, John Quincy, 30, 
Charles, 27, and Thomas Boyton, 25. Much had been expected of the children by 
their parents. As Adams had told the oldest son, John Quincy, "You come into life 
with advantages which will disgrace you if your success is mediocre. And if you do 
not rise to the head not only of your Profession, but of your country, it will be owing 
to your own Lasiness, Slovenliness, and Obstinancy." 208 The two younger sons 
struggled with this mantle, both turning to alcohol to relieve their stress. Thomas 
finally managed to escape to Europe as secretary to his brother, John Quincy, 

. ambassador to Holland, and then to set up a law practice in Philadelphia. Charles, 
however, deteriorated emotionally, despite having married his sister-in-law, Sally 
Smith, who delivered their beautiful baby daughter, Susan. Adams offered little 
sympathy, seeing Charles as "possessed by the Devil, " and Charles finally died of 
drink on December 1, 1800, at the close of Adams' presidency. His death caused 
great grief, but also relief and mortification for the proud Adams family. Though 
grieving was a private matter, Adams admitted to Jefferson that his loss posed "the 
deepest affliction of my life." 209 

Daughter Nabby also worried her parents. She had married an unreliable 
man, William Stevens Smith, who frequently left her alone, and at times desperate, 
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with their three small children. Johnny, her infant second son, had gone with his 
grandparents to Philadelphia in 1790 during Adams' service as vice-president, where 
he had delighted and relaxed the typically uptight John Adams. Abigail stopped at 
Nabby's in Eastchester, near New York City, on her way to Philadelphia in April 1797. 
She found Nabby typically sad and distracted, but unwilling to discuss her husband's 
absence. Abigail fretted that Nabby lived in such a lonely, isolated spot and that her 
children were "prey to grief and misfortune."210 

After her arrival in Philadelphia in May 1797, the Adams family settled into a 
comfortable routine at 190 High Street. The household now included Louisa Smith, 
Abigail's niece, (daughter of her deceased brother), who proved to be a comfort and 

·help during the trying presidential years. -In· November Abigaif· collected Nabby and 
her young daughter, Caroline, in New York and took them with her to Philadelphia to 
relieve their isolation (William Smith once more had disappeared). The Adams family 
also continued with their faithful housekeepers, John and Esther Briesler, and their 
young children. From her previous seven years in Philadelphia Abigail had formed 
close friendships with several other families, among them, the Washingtons. She 
grew close to Eliza Powel, (also one of George Washington's favorites), as well as 
Samuel Otis' wife, and Mrs. John Allen and her three daughters. 211 The regular 
Tuesday-Thursday levees established by Washington, the Adamses continued, often 
feeding from 30 to 40 politicians or statesmen at a sitting. Another Washington 
tradition-- the Fourth of July open house-- caused Abigail considerable anxiety. They 
had heard that these events customarily had cost Washington $500. Invitees 
included all of Congress, the leading families of the city, the governor, and the 
Philadelphia Light Horse militia officers and men, who sat at tables inside and out in 
the yard, to enjoy over 200 pounds of cake served with wine and rum. When she 
survived her first Fourth of July with "much more ease" than expected, Abigail felt 
fortified for future occasions. 212 

John Adams took office during a political crisis that boded war with France. 
Washington at the close of his term had recalled James Monroe from Paris because of 
his blatantly Francophile diplomacy, even counteracting his government's orders. 
Monroe, Adams scoffed, had created "a school for scandal against his country." It 
was Adams' job to replace him, one that troubled the new president. The Federalist 
ranks had been thinning through retirement and the country stood bitterly divided 
over foreign policy, whether to go with British or French infiuence. To Adams it was 
clear enough. The French Revolution, with its bloody news and revolving 
governments, all in the name of "Liberty, Equality and Fraternity," repelled him. The 
British posed far less a threat to the national security than the ferocious 
revolutionaries in France. Nonetheless, Adams, with some hesitation, offered the 
post as minister in France to James Madison, the recently retired leader of the 
Republican Party in the House. When Madison declined, he asked Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney of South Carolina, who accepted. Within weeks of his inaugeration Adams 
received news that the Directory in France not only had not received Pinckney, he 
had been insulted and ordered out of the country. Moreover, French frigates had 
seized American ships in the West Indies. 213 
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Adams met the crisis by requesting his Cabinet's opinion on the best policy to 
follow and calling a special session of Congress for May 15 to ask their approval for 
negotiations with France. His Cabinet members all agreed that negotiations and 
military preparations for war were both in order. Locating appropriate commissioners 
to France, however, bogged down with refusals from vice-president, Thomas 
Jefferson and, again, Madison. On May 15 President Adams delivered a bombshell on 
the reconvened Congress when he exhorted them "to convince France and the world 
that we are not a degraded people, humiliated under a colonial spirit of fear and a 
sense of inferiority, fitted to be the miserable instruments of foreign influence.'' He 
pressed the House to find the resources to strengthen the navy and militia for the 
"natural and-safe ·defense -0f the country.''214 

Congress responded with staunch patriotic support and voted to send Adams' 
delegation of John Marshall and Elbridge Gerry to join Pinckney for negotiations. In 
addition, the members passed bills to build twelve new frigates for the navy and to 
strengthen coastal fortifications. At the same time, Adams was dealing with a 
proposal to ratify a treaty with the Barbary pirates, while British ships Impressed 
American seamen, and the Spanish refused to honor the 1795 Pinckney treaty which 
called for vacating their forts on the Southern frontier. President Adams also found 
himself besieged by petitions from needy citizens looking for government 
appointments, and in June by the public scandal created by Senator Blount of North 
Carolina, who got caught red-handed plotting with the British to invade Spanish 
territory in the southwest. The president's desk piled high and his eyes grew weary. 
At 190 High he held frequent meetings with his heads of state and burned the 
midnight oil writing letters and proposals to Congress. The Presidential family 
returned to Quincy for the summer months and remained into November. At their 
return to Philadelphia after the long absence, Adams continued to have the support 
of the public, although Bache's Aurora daily printed insults dubbing the president and 
his wife Darby and Joan after a country couple depicted in a popular Yorkshire 
ballad. 215 

News arrived from France of Napoleon Bonaparte's military campaigns that 
brought Francis II of Austria to the peace table and threatened a massive Invasion on 
England. Moreover the peace commissioners in France had not been received. 
Tempers ran high in Congress, too, where a fisty-cuff between two members, 
Mathew Lyon and Roger Griswold, derailed debate on several bills. Adams got worn 
down over his effort to move the members to pass needed legislation. Abigail 
admitted to a friend that the both of them were "sick, sick, sick of public life." Finally 
in March 1798 word came from France and it was not good. War loomed. French 
agents, anonymously named simply X, Y and Z, had demanded bribes before 
negotiations could begin. France also wanted President Adams' apology and a loan of 
$12 million. 216 

The so-called X, Y, Z Affair aroused the nation and turned the strong tide that 
had been building in favor of the French. In May some 1206 young men delivered an 
address to the President at 190 High. Huge crowds gathered to witness this touching 
show of support. Abigail recorded that "in great order and decorum" the young men 
"marched through the multitude," each wearing a black cockade. Adams, dressed in 
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his uniform, greeted them in the Levee Room and gave his reply, after which the 
young men departed to three cheers from the crowd. Later, at midnight, they 
returned "drunk with wine," and woke the Adams with a serenade at the president's 
windows. Following this, another demonstration in the State House Yard turned 
violent when a small group of Republican youth sporting the tricolor cockade came to 
blows with the young black cockaders and were hauled off to the Walnut Street jail. 
As a precaution, the light horse was called out to patrol the streets and a guard was 
posted before the Executive Mansion.217 

Adams managed to avoid war by sending a special envoy to France. At the 
same time, he had to cope with a national fever to prepare for war. Adams appointed 
Washington · L:ieutenant General -and ·Commander-in"Chief. Ever ·mindful to his 
nation's security, Washington returned to Philadelphia in November to plan the 
military buildup and Congress passed a federal direct tax to finance it. Resistance to 
the tax in Northampton County prompted Adams to call out troops. Fries Rebellion, 
so called, vaporized without any violence, but John Fries was convicted of treason in 
the courtroom at the State House Square and sentenced to be hanged. A petition to 
pardon him came to the President's desk, moving him to study the case with his 
legal expertise, trying to reason in favor. Partisan emotions and scheming continued. 
Only two of Adams' Cabinet, Charles Lee and Secretary of the Navy Benjamin 
Stoddert supported him in his plan for a peace mission. The press war escalated to 
the point that Congress, led by the Federalist majority, passed the Alien and Sedition 
Acts in June and July 1798, a measure that Abigail heartily supported, but the 
Republicans found alarming. British impressment of American seamen continued to 
worry the president. The controversial policy with France, the Federalist legislation 
and the dangerous movement towards a standing army~traditionally loathed on 
American soil- led Federalists and Republicans alike to launch a campaign against 
Adams' reelection. 218 

The intensity and complexity of these national concerns wore the president 
down. When Congress adjourned, usually in the spring, he wasted no time in packing 
to head for Quincy with Abigail, regardless of strong advice and complaints that he 
was needed in the volatile capital. Adams refused to give into these arguments. His 
four-month residence at Braintree in 1799 and 1800 restored his health and helped 
to calm him and give him the perspective needed for these trying times. Mindful of 
his duties, however, he kept up a stream of correspondence from his peaceful 
country home, surrounded by his family and longtime neighbors. Abigail, frequently 
plagued with rheumatism and with fragile health, didn't always join her husband in 
Philadelphia. Both felt this separation acutely, but Adams always was willing to 
endure it, rather than risk the life of his beloved. Daughter Louisa (Smith) filled in as 
hostess in her absence and Adams brought his nephew Billy (William) Shaw, son of 
Abigail's sister, Elizabeth, to Philadelphia in 1798-99 to serve as his secretary. Billy 
helped to keep Abigail informed, when the president sank too deeply into the morass 
of official duties. 219 
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Moody and prone to swings between despondency and euphoria, President 
Adams remained determined to carve his own path through the political jungle. He 
was well aware that Pickering, Wolcott and McHenry in his own Cabinet placed their 
loyalty with the retired Federalist leader, Alexander Hamilton. Finally disgusted by 
the backstage treacheries, he fired Timothy Pickering and James McHenry in May 
1800, in his last year in Philadelphia. The public embarrassment and alarm over this 
rupture in government helped to fuel his enemies' argument to elect a new 
president. Hamilton gave the most telling blow to Adams' reelection with his 
publication of a pamphlet expressing a damning opinion about Adams' presidency 
and personality. John and Abigail departed Philadelphia in May 1800 deeply aware of 
the public mood. It left the president acutely irritable. They both journeyed to the 
new federal capital in Washington, D.C. the·following .fall where they· awaited Adams' 
fate in the new and unfinished executive mansion. It was not long before they 
received news of Thomas Jefferson's election. 220 

Adams departed Philadelphia still the President, but his remaining time in 
office was short. Later Adams proudly recalled his turbulent one term with a hint of 
the arrogance that left him few friends in politics. 

I left my country in peace and harmony with all the world, and after all my 
'extravagant expenses' and 'wanton waste of public money,' I left navy yards, 
fortifications, frigates, timber, naval stores, manufactories of cannon and 
arms, and a treasury full of five millions of dollars. This was all done step by 
step, against perpetual oppositions, clamors and reproaches, such as no other 
President had to encounter, and with a more feeble, divided, and incapable 
support than has ever fallen to the lot of any administration before or since. 
For this I was turned out of office, degraded and disgraced by my country; 
and I was glad of it. I felt no disgrace, because I felt no remorse. It has 
given me fourteen of the happiest years of my life; and I am certain I could 
have not lasted one more year in that station, shackled in the chains of that 
arbitrary faction. 221 

The Executive Mansion vacated by the Adamses no longer belonged to Robert 
Morris. Having led the real estate speculation in the post-war era, Morris a decade 
later was land rich and cash poor. In March 1795 he sold the house and lots to 
Andrew Kennedy, a soapboiler, for $37,000, to pay creditors. He stipulated that 
Washington had the right to stay in the house for two years, and reserved his two 
large looking glasses, the hall stove, the marble and wooden baths, with the copper 
boiler and bath apparatus (bathing equipment at this date still was a rarity) for 
himself. Kennedy then promptly insured the property and continued to lease it to the 
state as the presidential mansion. 222 

With the national capital removed to Washington, D.C., the lease for 190 High 
Street again became available and John Adams' old landlord at the Indian Queen 
Tavern, John Francis, took it. In short order he opened the "Union Hotel," where 
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Abigail Adams stayed on her way south to Washington, D.C. in the fall of 1800. She 
received several visitors there and enjoyed herself while in Philadelphia, reminded of 
the many pleasures this grand city offered over the near wilderness of the new 
capital where she was headed. Two years later a banquet for Governor Thomas 
McKean, presided over by William Jones and Alexander James Dallas, brightened the 
hotel, before Francis gave up the lease in 1803. The old mansion remained a hotel 
until 1803, but then received alterations to ready it for stores. Finally, in 1832, 
Nathaniel Burt, a merchant, purchased the property and tore down the old house 
(not without taking an interest in its history), to rebuild on the foundations three 
stores, later numbered 526, 528 and 530 Market Street. 223 

170 High: The House-Trist-Dunn Boarding House. A Republican Stronghold 

While 190 High Street served the Executive Branch of government during the 
decade, 170 High Street, Mrs. House's boarding house at Fifth and Market streets, 
became a Republican Party stronghold as the residence of Congressman James 
Madison. Madison's close ties with fellow Virginian Thomas Jefferson, the recognized 
head of Republican politics, and his own ability to present Republican ideas in word 
and writing, made him the party leader in Congress. Jefferson pressed him in 1791 
to speak with the British agent George Beckwith, who perhaps unknowingly also 
boarded with Mrs. House. Beckwith had already established relations with Hamilton 
and other pro-British Federalists and so refused to cooperate with Madison's line of 
question concerning the Northwest forts still in British control. Madison had more 
success when promoting the Republican ideology. With Jefferson's encouragement, 
he played a key role in persuading his old Princeton friend, Philip Freneau, to launch 
the party paper, National Gazette, in October 1791. It took many machinations to 
lure Freneau to Philadelphia, because he supported a large family and needed a 
secure job before leaving New York. Jefferson offered him a post as translating clerk 
in the State Department and Madison met with party supporters, wrote letters and a 
stream of subscription solicitations for the proposed newspaper, until the plan finally 
came together. He then wrote a series of political articles. for the paper over the 
winter of 1791-92 and the fall of 1792 that spelled out clearly and effectively the 
party line. They made clear Madison's heightened awareness of the dangers posed 
by Treasury Secretary Hamilton's pr-ogram for a national bank and his arguments 
that government should favor the wealthy to stabilize the Union. By these essays, in 
one historian's estimation, Madison actually formed the Republican Party. In 
Congress both Federalists and Republicans acknowledged him as the "opposition 
leader" and the "great man of the party" and they called the Republican Party 
"Madison's Party." 224 

According to local Republican convert Benjamin Rush, Madison generated 
good conversation. In March 1792 at Mrs. House's they "spent a long and agreeable 
evening" together in Madison's room talking about "the evils introduced into our 
country by the funded debt of the United States and in praise of republican 
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governments. He said that he could at all times discover a sympathy between the 
speeches and pockets of all those members who held certificates." Such were the 
suspicions and deep worries that drove Madison to great measures in behalf of his 
party and for the good of the people and nation. In 1792, for instance, he rallied 
support against the reelection of John Adams for vice-president. Adams had proven 
himself alien to agrarian and Southern sentiments through his published Discourses 
of Davila, and, besides, Madison never really could take a liking to the man. But an 
even bigger target for his party work was of course, Alexander Hamilton, who 
acknowledged that he probably would not have accepted the office of Secretary to 
the Treasury had he known in advance of the intrinsic difficulties of the office and 
"the powers of Mr. Madison. "225 

A powerful influence outside of politics eventually diverted some of Madison's 
energy and ultimately led to his retirement from Congress in March 1797. Madison 
fell in love and proposed marriage to Dolley Payne Todd, a young widow who had 
lost her husband and one child in the yellow fever epidemic of 1793. Senator Aaron 
Burr, who knew the family by boarding with Dolley's mother, introduced them in May 
of 1794. Madison, long a bachelor and then 43 years old, found a good match in the 
vivacious 26-year old young mother, who recognized in "the great little Madison" her 
Virginia roots and a match for her own sharp intellect. They likely discussed the 
prospect of marriage at their first meeting in Philadelphia, but Congress soon after 
adjourned and both separately removed to Virginia. There, at Harewood, home to 
Dolley's little sister and her husband, George Steptoe Washington, the President's 
nephew, Dolley wrote to Madison accepting his offer for marriage, and there on 
September 15th the two took their vows, which carried them through their 42 years 
together. 226 

The Madisons returned to Philadelphia for three more winter seasons of 
Congress, but not to Mrs. House's boarding house. Mary House had died in May 
1793, ("She extinguished almost like a candle," Jefferson reported to Madison) and 
Mrs. Trist planned to give up the house "immediately," as it had brought her "great 
loss" despite her exertions to keep it solvent. James Dunn finally took over the 
boarding house and soon it again provided comfortable quarters for Congressmen 
and other visitors to the capital. In 1797 the directory listed John Wilkes Kittera, 
Congressman from Pennsylvania, and Jonathan Dayton, Speaker of the House, from 
New Jersey, and in 1798, Congressmen David Holmes and James Machir, of Virginia, 
in residence. Tax records showed New Jersey's Richard Stockton boarding over 
several years. As an attorney to the Pennsylvania bar, he had reason to live near the 
State House. 227 

Robert Morris: Road to Financial Disaster 

At the other end of the block, at 192 High Street, Senator Robert Morris and 
his family lived in the graceful old mansion built by Alexander Stedman some three 
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decades earlier. Morris had bought the property in a public sale after the Revolution, 
when Pennsylvania no longer needed the governors' mansion, and had rented it until 
Congress made plans to move to Philadelphia. When his own home was chosen for 
President Washington, the Morris family moved next door. First, the state purchased 
the lease from Morris' tenant, General Walter Stewart, so that Morris and his family 
could move in and make 190 High available for President Washington. Morris had 
been writing Stewart from New York to keep him posted on the arrangements to 
bring the capital to Philadelphia. Stewart, who had recently retired from the army, 
listed himself a merchant in the 1790 census. His friendship with Morris continued, 
for in 1792 the two of them sat together on a board, Morris as president and Stewart 
as one of several managers for a newly formed company to build a canal between 

· the Delaware· and Schuylkill Rivers; 228 Morris· held some of·these meetings, as well 
as those for the Society for promoting the Improvement of Roads and Inland 
Navigation, for which he also served as president, at Hassell's Tavern and at the 
State House across Chestnut Street. 229 

Robert Morris' career, however, had already started on the skids early in the 
1790s. In December 1794 he sold off the eastern half (30 feet) of the Sixth and 
Market Street lot where he lived to Robert Kidd, a perfumer, for $3200 and the 
following March he deeded the other half of the property, including the house where 
he lived, to William Bell, a merchant and grocer across the street. Morris already had 
moved to the back end of the house; numbered 1 South Sixth Street by 1793, which 
Bell leased to Morris for his home and office. The front part Bell rented to Robert 
Kidd, who remained there through the century, rising to the status of copper 
merchant in the 1801 directory. Kidd had sold off the adjoining lot (1797) to Lucia 
Carolina Grattan, after building a house on the lot that came only 9 feet from the 
west wall of President Washington's executive mansion. The corner property turned 
over several times after Bell's purchase, but its primary use after the capital 
relocated, was commercial. In 1815, the newly chartered Schuylkill Bank took 
ownership and opened its doors to begin a long stretch of business at that location. 
Further pressed for money, Morris sold his own home at 190 High to Andrew 

- Kennedy in 1795, as well as several lots to its east, to Henry Sheaff (510, 512 and 
514 Market), Charles Marquedant (516-518 Market) and Peter Kuhn (520-522). 230 

Wine merchant Henry Sheaff ended up with two of the lots and moved to 180 High 
Street by 1795. Merchant Peter Kuhn kept a thriving vineyard on his Morris lot that 
he proudly showed off to Jacob Hiltzheimer in 1797 .231 
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Robert Morris' final decline came in 1798, a year in which he lost more than 
his freedom. His tragic arrest in February prompted "a dreadful scene of distress" 
from the family. Mary Morris appeared "almost frantic, and flew upon the Person who 
was his bail and who brot him to town and would have committed violence but was 
prevented," Samuel Otis reported to his wife. Only a few years ago "he was in wealth 
and honor, the most considerable man in the United States, & she ruled the world of 
fashion with unrivaled sway." Otis imagined that Morris would "probably moulder 
away a few remaining wretched years in prison, and her joys and comforts have 
probably forever vanished." 232 

Otis' grim projection came close to realization. In October William Morris died 
· from yellow fever during the second· worst epidemic of·the··decade in Philadelphia. 
From debtor's prison Robert Morris wrote · his old friend and associate, John 
Nicholson, "In him I have lost a Dutiful! and affectionate Son, and a valuable Friend 
& Companion, and in him my Family have Jost of those protectors that I counted on 
when Fate should call me off ... " 233 Morris' insolvency left him devoid of his vast 
tracts of western lands and his several city properties. The three-year term in 
debtors' prison also permanently damaged his credit in the community. Loyal friends, 
however, continued to support him and look to his release. When called out of 
retirement for the Quasi-War with France in 1798, George Washington made a 
month-long visit to Philadelphia to make arrangements, when he dined out with 
President Adams at 190 High Street and the next night with Morris and his family in 
the prison. Morris was finally released after Congress passed a Bankruptcy Act in 
1800, with him in mind. Gouverneur Morris helped to support Morris and his wife in 
their few final years together. Robert Morris' spare will of 1804 made painfully 
obvious the paltry estate of the once richest man in America. 234 

Chestnut Street Public Figures 

Chestnut Street during the decade continued to provide housing for political 
and prestigious visitors in town. On the old Emlen tract at the east end, Phineas 
Bond, Esq., 'Charge Des Affairs for his Britannic Majesty, listed himself at 171 
Chestnut Street in 1795. He had lived in Philadelphia nearly 10 years under service 
to his country before he moved to Chestnut Street. In September 1793 his mother, 
Williamina (Moore) Bond, widow of Dr. Phineas Bond, insured a new, large, but 
simply appointed dwelling, 173 Chestnut Street. Phineas, Jr. gave his address as 
173 Chestnut in the 1797 city directory, when his title was listed as Consul General 
for the Middle and Southern States. In 1800, Thomas Bond, under the same official 
title, lived at 173 Chestnut, evidently taking over his brother's duties. Samuel 
Meredith, the U.S. Treasurer, called 171 Chestnut Street home and office from 1794 
through 1800. Samuel Blodgett, Jr., architect of the First Bank of the United States 

232 
H.G. Otis to his wife, Feb. 16, 1798, Otis Papers, Box 2, Folder 1798, MHS, as cited in INDE note card 

file. 
233 

Morris to Nicholson, Oct. I 0, 1798, Robert Morris Coll., HSP 
234

Reede and Forde Papers, 1759-1823, at HSP show the properties in Pennsylvania that Morris had to 
dispose of to satisfy creditors.and Accessible Archives under Robert Morris showed numerous land sales 
for Robert Morris; Nov. 26 and 27, 1798 in Jackson, ed., The Diaries of George Washington, VI,; P.S. 
DuPonceau to R.R. Livingston, Aug. 6, 1803, expects that Morris' effort to start a new bank will fail 
without local support, due to his history. Roberts Coll., Box 789, Peter Du Ponceaus, MSS [Haverford), as 
cited in INDE note card file. Morris died in 1806. A copy of his short will is rich in sentiment and short on 
resources to distribute. Will, June 13, 1804, Last Will and Testament of Robert Morris, Society Small 
Collection, Robert Morris, HSP. 
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on Third Street, lived at 169 Chestnut Street in 1795, the year construction got 
underway on the bank. Both Meredith and Blodgett rented from Pennsylvania's 
Treasurer and sole Trustee of the Loan Office, Christian Febiger, who had purchased 
land from the Emlen estate and in 1793 built a large and expensive double house 
"nearly opposite the State House." The January 1794 insurance also noted two 
stables and coach houses on Emlen's court to the rear of the house. The Emlen 
homestead at 179 Chestnut at the western edge of the tract, next door to the old 
tavern lot, had in residence widow Mary Emlen throughout the decade. 235 

On the middle tract, held since 1720 in the Hamilton family, the old inn still 
ran under the name of Hassell's tavern. In November 1790 the Supreme Executive 
Council decided to put -up Seneca· {;hiefs ·Cornplanter· and ·Half--Moon at ·William 
Hassell's "untill the arrival of the President of the United States in this city. "236 In 
January 1794 Robert Morris became the owner of the tavern lot, evidently after 
Hassell's death from yellow fever. 237 Still optimistic that real estate was the way to 
wealth, he bought up all the Hamilton ground on Chestnut Street. The tract included 
133-Y2 feet frontage containing the three original lots, a 22-foot lot to the west, and 
a 75 by 86-foot plot on the south side of Minor Street (the south end of Market 
Street lots) which Hamilton acquired in 1761 from the Kinsey estate. That spring 
Attorney Jared Ingersoll purchased a 60-foot lot to the east of the tavern lot and by 
1795 had moved into his new, "spacious family mansion and office," at 181 Chestnut 
Street, as listed in the 1795 city directory. Ingersoll, who had represented 
Pennsylvania in the Federal Convention of 1787, must have spent considerable time 
in the courts and offices across the street, especially in 1799, when he served as one 
of two attorneys for Senator William Blount's impeachment. That year, too, he was 
appointed as one of several commissioners to oversee the "speedy introduction of a 
copious supply of wholesome water ... deemed essential for the health and 
preservation of the city.'' His new house also was convenient to the new Philosophical 
Hall on the State House Square where he attended meetings of the American 
Philosophical Society. 238 

Physical Changes and Demographics, 1790-1811 

The breakup of the large landholdings of the Hamilton, Emlen and Morris 
families during the capital city decade reformatted property ownership on the block. 
Real estate turnover on Chestnut Street continued at a rapid pace throughout the 

235 PG Nov, 22, 1786; Sept 29, 1790, Mar. 28, 1792, Aug. 28, 1793; Philadelphia Directory, 1794, 1795, 
1797, 1798, 1799, 1800; Lillian B. Miller, Editor, The Selected Papers of Charles Willson Peale and His 
Family, Three Volumes, 2, (New Haven, 1988), 108, n. I on Blodgett; Parsons, ed. Hiltzheimer, 235, notes 
Febiger's burial on Sept. 22, 1796. Blodgett married Rev. William Smith's daughter in 1792. "Descendants 
of the Rev. William Smith, D.D.," PMHB 4 (1880), 381; Heads of Families, 224-5; W. Bond, Mutual 
Assurance Policy Nos. 3385, 386, 387, in Garvan, Mutual Papers, 1, 250; Christian Febiger, Jan. 2, 1794, 
C Bk, S#l, 155; Philadelphia Tax Assessment, Middle Ward, c. 1795, Micro Roll 569, INDE. 
236Nov. 8, 1790, Minutes of the Supreme Executive Council Pennsylvania, XV (Harrisburg, 1853), 513. 
237 Roach, "Historical Report," 50 suggests Hassell's death from yellow fever, but this writer did not find 
his name on Carey's listings of the buried at the back of his Account of Nov. 1793. 
238Morris to Ingersoll, May 2, 1794, as given in Roach, "Historical Report," 50-51. Roach points out that 
the office was a one-story addition to the house; PG Jan. 12, 1785 notes that Ingersoll served as counsellor 
for the society that year. PG Feb. 13, 1799 spells out his duties as commissioner. Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Recollections Historical, Political, Biographical, and Social. Two Volumes. 1, (Philadelphia, 1861), 32-3. 
Quotes about the Ingersoll house from, Paulson's American Daily Advertiser, Feb. 10, 1829, as cited in 
INDE note card file. 
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1790s. Several lots extended beyond the original 178 feet to include the full distance 
to Minor Street. Ingersoll's 60-foot Chestnut Street lot did, as did the 35-foot lot to 
its west, which Robert Morris sold to Joseph Thomas, an attorney, in Oct 1794. 
Thomas in turn sold the lot to James and William Miller, who sold to Henry Pepper, 
the brew house owner at 4 South Fifth Street. Morris sold the actual tavern and its 
60-foot lot the next summer (July 7, 1795) to William Parker who divided it in two 
and sold the lots off the next week to two buyers. John Fries purchased the vacant 
35-foot lot to the west of the tavern, and John Irwin the 25-foot lot with the tavern, 
which he chose to tear down that year, closing more than a century (1690-1795) of 
use. Henry Pepper purchased Irwin's lot, giving him a 60-foot property span along 
Chestnut Street. City surveys show that Henry Pepper by 1802 owned 95 1/2 feet in 
the center of the block from Chestnut to· Minor streets, -which· indicates further 
contiguous purchases, on which he erected three new 3-story houses long known as 
"Pepper's Row." 239Later records show that behind these houses, 105 feet back from 
Chestnut Street, stood a 25-foot court. This open area could be reached from 
Chestnut Street by a small alley along the east of Pepper's property, or by a 13-foot 
alley that ran into the court from Minor Street along the back end of Sixth Street 
lots. This large court probably explains the location of the stables "Opposite the State 
House" from the earliest days of the Assembly meetings. 240 

Chestnut Street in this area was becoming a very fashionable place to live 
and shop. At the corner of Sixth Street John Lawrence once again lived in the house 
he had purchased nearly twenty years before. His neighbors to the east -- Samuel 
Benge, the upholsterer, James Girvan, a tailor, and Abraham Morrow, gunmaker -­
continued in the modest buildings "on a rising ground towards Sixth Street," on the 
old Church estate. Benge's trade must have been good, as another upholsterer, 
Richard Wevill, took over the business after his death. Morrow's gunsmith trade had 
long associated him with government contracts. He had cleaned and repaired city 
militia arms during the 1780s and in 1792 refurbished bayonets and muskets for the 
army. His move to Chestnut Street across from the government may have helped 
him to win other contracts, especially during the Adams administration, when war 
with France seemed imminent. 241 

Market Street occupants in 1790 (besides already mentioned Walter Stewart, 
Robert Morris, and Mary House), included Abraham Kimling (Kintzing), wagon 
master, Patrick McCormick, fishmonger, Benjamin Harbeson, coppersmith (who led 
his tradesmen in the Federal Procession of 1788), and William Jones, grazier, who 
had moved into the old Kinsey property years earlier, after marrying widow Elizabeth 
Gray, who died in June 1793. In 1794 Jones built a 3-story home on the lot next to 
his for his son Robert E. Jones, a wine merchant. Robert Jones in turn built another 
house in 1804 "west of and near" Fifth Street. Like Henry Pepper's new Market 
Street houses on this block, Jones' measured 24 feet by 47 feet deep, with 2-story 

239 "Measures of Chestnut & Minor streets &c. For Derrick Peterson April 28"' 1802," City Surveys, Third 
Survey District, PCA. See City Surveys, No. 3. 
240 

Roach, "Historical Report," 51; Pepper's large lot stood 92 feet east of Sixth Street, according to the 
compiled map for Chestnut Street lots. The courr as a feature is marked on the plat in the post-1814 folder, 
but presumably was an earlier feature. Chestnut Street surveys, pre-1814 folder and 1814-1855 folder, 
Third Survey District, PCA. 
241 

Philadelphia Tax Assessments, Middle Ward, 1790s; quote re. the rising ground, American Daily 
Advertiser, Feb. 10, 1829; PP Nov. 20, 1788; Aurora General Advertiser, Nov. 5, 1799. 
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backbuildings. Built as a dry goods store, the building had a 2 foot 9 inch alley 
"taken off below," likely to access the rear storage area. 242 

Henry Pepper insured his industrial property on the north corner of Minor 
Street in 1801. The 2-story brew house, which he estimated to be 30 years old, 
measured 25 by 70 feet, with a double broken pitch roof. The malt house to the rear, 
built c. 1787, was L-shaped, measuring 22 by 51 feet and north 41 by 22 feet. Parts 
or all of this beer manufactory survived to the age of photography. Pepper clearly 
saw real estate as his future. In addition to "Pepper's Row" on Chestnut Street, he 
began to build substantial houses on Market Street. In 1804 he insured three new 3-
story houses on the south side of Market Street on this block. In February he listed a 
24 by 47"foot house and another·"six ·ctoors·west" of-it, 24· feet front and 50 feet 
back. In December he listed the third property, once again a new 24 by 59-foot 
house. Clearly meant for prosperous buyers or tenants, the houses all had 
backbuildings, stables and coach houses. 243 

Fifth and Sixth Streets continued through the decade to have residents in the 
service industry, like a grocer, brickmaker, shoemaker, blacksmith and two 
coachmakers. Local government officials, like town coroner John Leacock, 
occasionally boarded on Fifth Street, no doubt for the convenience of location. On 
Fifth in 1790 Isaac Morris, (a Brittain heir) insured an old two-story house and 
kitchen, measuring only 16 by 31 feet, two rooms to a floor, and "very plain." This 
typified many of the houses on the north-south streets. Morris' cousin, Israel Jones, 
however, insured a new 3-story house at the corner of Fifth and Minor streets in 
1787. The house only had a 10-foot frontage on Fifth, and extended along Minor 80 
feet. Jones lived there and had a wet goods store in one of the rooms. 244 

Sixth Street, according to Philadelphia's historians of the last century, may 
have been the scene for an important moment in national history. John Harper 
evidently struck the first U.S. coins in an old coach shop "on Sixth Street above 
Chestnut," in the presence of Adam Eckfeld, later the coiner for the U.S. Mint. 245 

As in other parts of the city, the east-west streets remained the more 
fashionable location for residential, but as development pushed westward at the 
close of the eighteenth century, this block between Fifth and Sixth turned more to 
commercial enterprise. In 1810 the city extended the market sheds from Fourth to 
Sixth Street, changing the residential flavor of the Market Street properties. 246 By 
1811 the former executive mansion at 190 High Street had been divided up into two 
stores, George K. Kuhn upstairs and John and Joseph Barie downstairs. Peter Kuhn 
and son ran a dry goods and grocery store out of the old governor's mansion on the 
corner. Chestnut Street followed a similar pattern. The 1811 city directory listing for 
Thomas B. Zantzinger, seller of classical books on the northeast corner of Sixth and 
Chestnut streets introduces the strong presence of the arts and printing trade on this 
block by mid-century. Over the next decades publishers and booksellers typically 
located their shops on Chestnut, while the support trades of bookbinding and printing 

242 
Heads of Families, 1790; PG July 9, 1788; June 26, 1793; Jan. 9 and Apr. 22, 1799, Oct 22, 1800. There 

may be a mix up with another William Jones. Jones died in 1804. Policy of Oct. 18, 1804, CBK 3, 233. 
2•' l Ju y 30, 1801, Feb. 25, and Dec. 31, 1804, CBk 3, 123, 220, 253. 
244 

Hogan, Prospect, 1795. Isaac Morris policy, Dec. 7, 1790, CBS #I, 140; Israel Jones policy, CBk I, 
129. 
245 

Scharf and Wescott, Philadelphia, 1, 472-3. 
246 Jackson, Market Street, 68. 
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with their associated warehouses grew up along Minor Street. A century later, before 
it was razed to build Independence Mall, this block stood at the center of the book 
arts industries in Philadelphia. 247 For awhile into the 19th century Chestnut Street 
remained the home to a few prominent lawyers-Peter Du Ponceau, z. Phillips, and 
Joseph McKean-- who lived near the federal, state and local courts still on the State 
House Square. The transition to a commercial setting as depicted mid-century by the 
views of J.C. Wilds and Baxter's Panoramic had begun. 248 

The demographics for block one during the final decade of the century begin 
with the census of 1790 which list households by age and, subtly, by race (The 
category, "All other free persons" translates to free blacks, and, presumably, Native 
Americans). The two blacks, -presumably ·free, fiste& either in the 1781-82 or the 
1787 tax assessments, Cato Foster on Philip Kinsey estate (Market Street Jot) and 
Samuel Easlin (elsewhere spelled Easton), on Chestnut Street, on Widow Kemble's 
Estate, do not appear in this decade. Hogan's city directory, Prospect for 
Philadelphia, 1795, identifies African Americans with Af. before the name, but lists no 
black households on the block. Tax assessment records for the 1790s, on the other 
hand, did record unnamed servants or slaves in the wealthy families. These 
assessments indicate the decline in slave holding on the block. The c.1795 
assessment, the last one studied for this report, listed only one slave among the 
residents, in the household of Mrs. Bond, evidently British Consul Phineas Bond's 
mother. 249 

Philadelphia after the national and state capitals moved to new locations, 
neglected its significant contributions to American history until Lafayette's 1824 
ceremonial return to the "Hall of Independence," when the State House began to 
symbolize an important chapter in our national story. 250 Honoring the French hero, 
crowds filled the streets once again. The scene was reminiscent of the pomp and 
circumstance that so characterized the nation's capital during the 1790s and the 
Revolutionary capital a decade before that. Philadelphia has continued to value that 
history and the people who forged it, many of whom lived for a time on ground today 
known as Block One of Independence Mall. 

247 
James Robinson, The Philadelphia Directory for l 811 (Philadelphia, 1811 ); "Minor Street," in Making 

A Case For Cloth Publishers' Cloth Case Bindings 1830-1900. Exhibition, Library Company of 
Philadelphia, 1995. 
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Peter Du Ponceau lived at 195 Chestnut and kept his office at 15 S. 6th; Z. Phillips, 193 Chestnut, and 
Joseph McKean, 183 Chestnut. Robinson, Directory for 181 l; J.C. Wild, "Panorama of Philadelphia, From 
the State House Steeple," North View, 1838, in Nicholas B. Wainwright, Philadelphia in the Romantic Age 
of Lithography (Philadelphia, 1958), no. 265; "Baxter's Panoramic Business Directory," Market Street, 
south side, between Fifth and Sixth Streets, 1859, FLP (available on line, "Places in Time, 
www.brynmawr.edu/Acads/Cities/iconog/frdr.htrnl.); The Philadelphia Complete Business Directory for 
1857 (Philadelphia, 1857) lists a number of the book trade businesses under the title of booksellers, book 
binders, book importers, book gilders, book sellers and publishers and law book sellers and publishers. 
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The census and first city directory list Samuel Ester, shopkeeper, at 191 Chestnut Street, but don't 
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Middle Ward, c. 1795. The assessments are not dated, but based on Robert Morris' sale of the Sixth and 
Market Street property in December 1794, and Roach's reference to the subsequent construction of a new 
house on the east side of the Sixth Street corner lot. In this assessment the lot remained vacant, which 
indicates that this assessment was taken in 1795 or shortly afterwards. 
250 
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Epilogue 

Destruction and New Construction 

When William J. Fotterall tore down the "old frames" along Fifth Street to 
build "Fotteral Hall" at the corner of Chestnut Street in 1831, the workers uncovered 
a foundation stone at the corner dated 1701. Fotterall had large commercial 
ambitions for his new hall. The lower floor was taken up by a tailor and piano sales 
room, while the upper floor became known as the Hall of Industry because of the 
cotton mill operated their with four dogs turning a wheel. Philadelphia's new role as 
the leading manufacturing center in·the nation had begun. 1 

Fotterall's grand hall burned to the ground in 1854, along with the two 
properties to the west built by George W. Edwards around 1846. Within the year 
Fotterall replaced his loss with a five-story brick commercial building. Evidently 
another fire in the spring of 1856 again caused damage at this corner, leaving a gap 
in the row of buildings. After the fire of 1854 the Public Ledger purchased the ground 
west of Fotterall's Henkel's building on the lot to the west of Fotterall's also was 
destroyed in the 1854 fire, so that and erected two five-story iron-fronted stores that 
extended the length of the lot, numbered 179-181 Chestnut (505 and 507). This was 
the site of the large double house Christian Febiger put up in 1793 and where 
Phineas Bond lived as the British consul during the 1790s. Afterwards Febiger's 
house had served as an art gallery from 1814 through 1837 when Thomas Sulley 
took over its management.2 

Further west the three-story brick house numbered 175-177 (511-513) was 
torn down in 1827 by Jacob Ridgway and replaced by a new house he built for his 
daughter Phoebe, married to Dr. James Rush. The couple remained there until 1845, 
after which the house went commercial. Jacob Ridgway also tore down two houses to 
build The American Hotel in 1844 at 181-183 Chestnut (517-519). Initially the hotel 
was the largest in the city and quite an attraction. Henry Pepper's "Pepper's Row" 
took up some of the old State House Inn lot, 189 to 191 Chestnut (527-529) and the 
Orleans Hotel at 193 (531) stood the place of the old State House Inn. 3 

A fire in December 1851 destroyed the five-story building at the corner of 
Sixth and Chestnut Street built by Abram S. Hart to replace the 3-story brick house, 
195 (535) Chestnut Street that John Lawrence had constructed in the 1770s. This 
was the property where such notables as Governor John Penn, Robert Livingston and 
Peter Du Ponceau had lived during the last quarter of the 18'" century. Several 
photographs of the street show the structure that followed Hart's building on this 
corner, as does the Baxter Panoramic of 1859. Among its first occupants was a 
fashionable new industrial business, a daguerreotype foundry, along with a shop of 
wood engravers. 4 

Chestnut Street's paving caused a racket in 1787 during the Federal 
Convention (they laid down straw to muffle the wagon sounds), and still presented 

1 Souder's History of Chestnut Street, 105, Perkins Collection, Volume 75, HSP. 
2 

Souder's History of Chestnut Street, 107, Ibid.; Joseph Hopkinson to John Trumbull, Feb. 18, 1823, John 
Trumbull Papers, NYPL, as cited in INDE note card file: Rouch, "Historical Report," 57-62 
3.Souder's History of Chestnut Street, 108-111, Ibid. 
4 Souder's History of Chestnut Street, 112, Ibid. 
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an unacceptable level of sound distraction in 1828, when Select Council considered 
laying down gravel to dampen the noise. Perhaps that's why the city authorized the 
funds to McAdamize Chestnut Street in the fall of 1831.5 

Several insurance policies and advertisements from the first half of the new 
century indicate the pattern on Minor Street of warehouses and manufacturing 
buildings. Crissy and Markley, printers, at 4 Minor Street, published the Minutes of 
the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia, 1704 to 1776 for the city 
government in 1847. Their location so close to City Hall no doubt facilitated the 
contract. Jacob Ridgway built two four-story brick stores on the south side of the 
street, at 506 and 510 Minor Street, in 1855 and 1866. 6 

In 1832 Nathaniel Burt tore down the old executive mansion, 190 High Street, 
the home of Presidents Washington and Adams, and replaced it with three adjoining 
commercial buildings, renumbered after the city incorporation, 526, 528, and 530 
Market Street. An insurance policy on 190 High Street dated June 9, 1856 (for Nancy 
K. Risk) located the property 112 feet east of Sixth Street, or on the wood lot of the 
former Morris property. The four-story brick store measured 25 feet by 50 feet with 
a piazza and back building, in outline much like the old Georgian row house style, 
but a transition architecturally towards the new department stores rising on Market. 
The policy on this granite front building likely was written to reflect repair or 
rebuilding on the property after the devastating fire of April 1856 that began on 
Commerce Street north of Market and blew south, destroying large sections of real 
estate. The city's fire department reported that the flames crossed over from the 
north side of Market near Sixth and caused "considerable damage to the buildings in 
that vicinity." The fire may also have cleared the corner lot at Sixth Street, making 

·room for a six-story building, said to be the first of that height in the city. Baxter's 
Panoramic Business Directory of Philadelphia for 1859 shows a 6-story clothier store 
on the corner under the banner, Levick & Bassett. Originally called "Mc Neil's Folly," 
after its builder, this building was renamed "Oak Hall" by John Wanamaker and his 
partner Brown, when they opened their clothing business in 1865.7 

Photographs suggest that the building on the southwest corner of Fifth and 
Market streets used by Mary House as a boarding house during the founding years of 
the nation survived to be torn down by Pennsylvania for Independence Mall. Likewise 
the adjoining building to the south, Henry Pepper's brew and malt house at the north 
corner of Fifth and Minor Street, appears in a twentieth century photograph. Most of 
the other remnants of the 18th century, however, had been demolished or destroyed 
during the subsequent century, leaving perhaps archeological traces of an historic 
period in American history. 

5 
Bicentennial Daybook 1787, ; Aug. 5, 1828, Minutes of Select Council, June 16, 1821-Sept. 30, 1830, 

PCA, as cited in INDE note card file; Proceedings of Councils, Sept. 8, 1831, Hazard, ed. Tue Register of 
Pennsylvania Vol. V!Il, p. 182, as cited in INDE note card file. 
6 

See Contributionship and Mutual Insurance Policies index, Minor Street, in park library; card index for 
Minor Street, Graphics Division, Library Co. of Philadelphia (LCP); Minutes of Common Council of the 
City of Philadelphia 1704 to 1776 (Philadelphia, 1847), title page. 
7 

This policy includes a ground plan. Copy from Philadelphia Historical Commission, in Holt files, INDE 
archives; "View of the ruins caused by the great fire Northeast corner of Sixth and Market st. which began 
on the night of Weds. April 30, 1856-From the Northeast." LCP.; "The Fire Department of Philadelphia," 
typescript based on The Fireman, D.D. Dana, 1858, from Contributionship Fire Insurance file, courtesy 
archivist Carol Smith; Baxter's Panoramic Business Directory of Philadelphia, for 1859; "Where John 
Wanamaker Began Business," Jackson, Market Street, l!O. 
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APPENDIX A 

Chestnut Street Lots, mid-century, a compilation 
Chestnut Street frontage, orignally labeled "back lotts," developed early in the 18th 
century as three large lots extending 178 feet north. From Fifth Street west, George 

Emlen owned 151 feet, William Hamilton 133 feet, and Edmund Davis 110 feet to Sixth 
Street. These families held on to much of their title until the close of the 18th century. 

The Emlen and Davis families lived on their properties, while the Hamiltons leased to a 
series of innkeepers who kept the tavern opposite the State House. 

Composite from 18th centmy records 



Wm Davis to 
Alex Stedman; 
John Lawrence 
-------------------· 
--- -- -- --- -- -- - ____ , __ - - --- - -- -- ------ --- --

-----------------------------------------------
Davis & Church Lot 

-----------------------------------------------
(110' on Chestnut) 

JoJ JonJ Thomas Lennon "Sign of the Blue Ball" 
William Clark "Sign of the Blue Ba11" 

William Hamilton lot 
(133'6 on Chestnut) 

178 feet 

Emlen homestead 

George Emlen lot 
-----------------------------------------------

(15 I' on Chestnut) 
David Edwards 
Widow Thomas 

Malt House 

Not to Scale 

Chestnut Street Lots, mid-century 

James Logan patented two lots, measuring a total of I I 0 feet east from Sixth Street, 1708 
Logan sells his lots, I IO by 178 feet, to Edmund Davis, tallow chandler, March 1, 1720 
By his will, Davis leaves property to wife Mary Davis, 1728 
Widow Mary Davis d. 1734; Daughters:Jennet Church and Mary Davis (m. to William Davis) 

Sell 18' lot east of homestead to John Boyle, carpenter, Feb. 15, 1743/4 
1748 Land division b. Church and Davis: (110' on Chestnut) 

Frame Homestead goes to Mary Davis 
William and David Davis, her sons, inherit her share of 6 lots; each receive half of 

52 by 52' lot at north end of the comer lot at Sixth St. 
David Davis sells northern 13 by 52' lot on Sixth Street to James Glenn, bricklayer, 1770' 
William Davis sells frame homestead on 22' Chestnut St. lot toGeorge Kemble, 1768 

George Kemble opens new, large and commodious stables near Sixth St., 1762 
Jennet Church takes lot with frame dwelling c. 33 feet from Sixth & I 7'6" lot to its west 
Mary Davis willss corner 17'6" lot with frame dwelling to son William Davis 

William Davis sells corner lot at Sixth Street to Alexander Stedman, June 3, 1765 
Sheriff's sale of Alexander Stedman lot to John Lawrence, August 31, 1771 

Jennet Church to John Lawrence, August 13, 1771, 13 feet to the east- lot is now 29'6 
John Lawrence insures new house, 29'6 by 38 feet, at corner of Sixth St., 1778 

Andrew Hamilton leaves the 133 feet on Chestnut to son James, 1741, who leases it as an inn until his 
death, 1783; William Crews House an inn under Powell, ff.Clark, Jones, Lennon and M. Clark 

George Emlen I?I feet west from Fifth Street, (George II and George III) 

Sources: Roach, "Historical Report," 52-58;1762 Clarkson-Biddle Map of Philadelphia 
Deeds & Wills; Pennsylvania Gazette; Philadelphia Monthly Meeting Directory, J 757-60 



APPENDIX B 

Market Street Lots, mid-century, a compilation 
William Penn awarded the "Great lotts" on Market Street as bonus lots to large land 
purchasers, but the titles soon changed hands. During the 17 40s, most of the Market 

Street lots on this block came by marriage and purchase to John Kinsey, Speaker of the 
Assembly and a powerful Quaker politician. At his sudden death in 1750, Kinsey's estate 

fell into debt, forcing the family to lease the Kinsey mansion near Fifth Street to the 
newly created Pennsylvania Hospital, the first in British North America. The 1760s saw 
the addition of two more substantial houses on the block, one at Sixth Street constructed 
by Alexander Stedman, and the other in the lot adjoining, built by Mary Masters, who 

gave the property to her daughter in 1772, when she married Richard Penn. 

Composite from 18th century records 
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Market Street Lots mid-century 

Henry Flowers to Thomas Masters, 1684 
Thomas Masters to Patrick Robinson, 1687 
Patrick Robinson purchased adjoining lots, total 236' on Market 
Patrick Robinson died intestate, 1701 
Griffith Jones married widow Robinson, c. 1706 
Widow Elizabeth (Robinson) Jones sold to Lionel Brittain, 1714 
Lionel Brittain to wife by will, 1720 
Elizabeth Brittain deeds to granddaughter, Eliz. Kearney, 1729 
John Kinsey and wife, Mary Kearney, take land on Market in family swap, 
1731; Kinsey builds new house & buys most of Market St. lots before his 
death in 1750; Heirs lease Kinsey house to Pennsylvania Hospital, 1751 
Mary Masters builds elegant house on Kinsey lot 60'east of Sixth, c. 1762 
Alexander Stedman builds elegant house at Sixth &Market, c. 1761 
Minor Street, 40 feet wide, cut through 180' south of Market St. by Kinsey 
heirs during sale ofreal estate, 1750s 
8-foot alley headed west from Fifth Street 120 feet south of Market Street, as 
laid out in 1762 deed to John Odenheimer 
Sources: Deeds; Roach, "Historical Report"; Pennsylvania Gazette 
Beniamin Franklin Some Account of the Pennwlvania Hosnita/ 



APPENDIXC 

Fire Insurance Policies for Alexander Stedman House 
Sixth and Market Streets 

November 4, 1766 
Alexander Stedman, a wealthy Philadelphia merchant, insured his elegant house and back 
buildings on his 60 by 306-foot lot at the corner of Sixth and Market streets, just prior to 

selling the property due to financial difficulties. 

Contributionship Insurance Policies 1133-1135 
with 

Transcription from INDE note card file 
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APPENDIXD 

Inventory of Joseph Galloway's Forfeited Household Goods, July 21, 1778 
Joseph Galloway purchased the Stedman property in 177 and occupied the house as 

mayor of the city under the British occupation of Philadelphia, 1777-1778. Galloway fled 
with his daughter during the British evacuation, leaying his house at Sixth and Market 
Streets in the care of his distraught wife, Elizabeth Growden Galloway. Pennsylvania 

patriots voted to confiscate Galloway's property, including the furnishings to the house at 
Sixth Street. 

RG 4, Records of the Office of the Comptroller General, Forfeited Estates, A-Z 
Pennsylvania State Archives, 

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, Harrisburg 
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APPENDIXE 

Insurance Policies for Governor [Richard] Penn's Dwelling, Mar. 1, 1779 
Richard Penn, married to the daughter of Mary Masters who built the mansion near the 

southeast comer of Market and Sixth Streets early in the 1760s, insured the property after 
he and his wife escaped to England during the Revolution. Less than a year after he took 

out the policies, this beautiful home burned down on January I, 1780. Robert Morris 
arranged to rebuild the house, largely on the same scale. See the plan of the property 
drawn up after the fire in Illustration 5 and Appendix I, insurance on the property in 

1798, for a description ofMorris'construction. 

Contributionship Book I, 49 
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APPENDIXF 

Deed, Mary Masters, Richard Penn & Sarah Masters to Robert Morris 
August, 25, 1785 

Mary Masters, her son-in-law Richard Penn, and daughter, Sarah Penn, signed the deed 
transferring ownership to the Market Street property where Robert Morris had been living 

for nearly four years. Morris rebuilt the house on the foundations of the Masters-Penn 
house after the 1780 fire. The deed explains that Morris' attorney delayed the land 

purchase to allow time to make a careful study of the title for his client. 

Philadelphia County Deed Book D-15, 117-120 
[ 190 High Street, the Executive Mansion] 

Typescript by Ed Lawler, 1999 
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1785 DEED TO 190 HIGH STREET 
Deed. [2]5 AUG 1785 

Deed: Mary Masters, Richard Penn This Indenture made the 
& Sarah Masters twenty fifth day of August in the 

To: Robert Morris Year of our Lord one thousand seven 
-,.-~.,----,---~~~-=~~~~~~~ 

hundred and eighty five, Between Richard Penn late of the 
City of Philadelphia now of Cavendish Square in the County 
of Middlesex in Great Britain Esquire and Mary his wife of 
the first part, Mary Masters of the same place Widow of the 
second part, Sarah Masters of the same place Spinster of 
the third part, Tench Francis of the City of Philadelphia 
Gentleman of the fourth part, and Robert Morris of the same 
City Esquire of the fifth part. Whereas James Kinsey and Hannah his 
Wife, Phillip Kinsey and Thomas Kinsey by Indenture dated the first 
day of January oue thousand seven hundred and sixty one for the Con­
-sideration therein mentioned did grant bargain sell convey and ass-
-ure to John Lawrence Esquire his heirs and assigns forever a Certain Lot 
of Grouud situate on the South side of High Street in the City of Philadelp­
-hia containing in breadth on the said Street forty eight feet and 
in Depth one hundred and eighty feet, bounded on the East by tl1er Ground of the 
said James Kinsey and Brothers on the South by Minor Street on the West by 
ther Ground then or late of the said James Kinsey and Brothers and then 
conveyed or intended to be conveyed to Alexander Stedman and on the North 
by High Street aforesaid as in and by the said Indenture fully appears [--] And 
Whereas the said John Lawrence and Elizabeth his Wife by Indenture dated the 
twentieth day of October one thousand seven hundred and sixty one for the 
Consideration therein mentioned did grant bargain sell convey and assure the 
said Lot of Ground with the Appurtenances to the said Mary Masters her Heirs 
and Assigns for ever as by the same Indenture fully appears [--] And Whereas 
the said Mary Masters by Deed Roll bearing Date the nineteenth day of May one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy two reciting that she had erected a Messuage 
or Dwelling House and made other Improvements on the said Lot of Ground did 
give grant and Confirm the said Lot with the Building 'and' Improvements therein to 
her eldest Daughter Mary Masters and this said Mary the Wife of said Richard 
Penn and Party herein and her Heirs and Assign:; for ever as in and by the 
said Deed Roll fully appears[--] [And Whereas the said James Kinsey and Wife Phillip Kinsey 
and Thomas Kinsey by one other Indenture dated the fifth Day of August one thousand seven 
hundred and sixty eight did grant bargain sell Convey and assure to the said Mary 
Masters the Mother her Heirs and Assigns forever one other Lot of Ground situate on the 
South Side of High Street aforesaid next adjoining to and on the East Side of the Lot 
herein 'above' described and Containing in Breadth twent~· four feet and in depth one hundred and 
Eighty feet bounded Eastward by other Ground of the said James Kinsey and Brothers South-
-ward by Minor Street aforesaid, and Westward by the above described Lot reserving thereof one Ann-
-uity or yearly rent Charge of thirty Pounds lawful Money of Pennsylvania payable to the said 
James Kinsey and Phillip Kinsey and Thomas Kinsey their Heirs and Assigns forever, as in and by the said 
Indentures fully appears and wi1ereas the said Mary.Masters by Deed Roll indorses 'on the last [ill.] Indenture 
and dated the sixth day of July one thousand seven hundred and seventy three for the Consideration therein 
mentioned did bargain sell assign and set over the said Lot of 



Ground with the Apportionments to the said Richard Penn his Heirs and 
assigns for ever charged \\·ith the said rent as in and by the 
said Deed Roll 'fully' appears [--] And Whereas the said Mary Masters 
the Mother by force of some good Conveyance and assurance 
in the Law become used in her [illegible] as of fee of and in 
another Lot or stripe of Ground adjoining the first described Lot on the 
West side thereof [illegible] of a Lot herein before mentioned to have 
been granted or intended to be granted by the said James Kinsey and 
Brothers to the said Alexander Stedman which last mentioned stripe 
contained in breadth on High Street Three [feet] be the same more or less and 
in depth from High Street to Minor Street one hundred and Eighty 
feet and is bounded Eastward by the first above described Lot and 
Westward by the remainder of the said Lot granted to Alexander 
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Stedman[--] And Whereas the Capital Messuage erected on the said Lot was 
on or about the second day of January one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty for the most part consumed by fire and rendered uninhabitable 
\\·hereupon the said Richard Penn by Letters under his Hand directed 
the said Tench Francis (whom he had instituted his Attorney whith [sic] 
Power to sell and Convey all his Real Estate in America) to sell the 
Ruins of the said Messuage together with all and Singular the Lots of Ground 
herein above described which were and had been customarily used with 
the said Messuage to any person willing to purchase the same and 
thereupon the said Tench Francis as Attorney to the said Richard Penn 
contracted with the said Robert Morris for the absolute sale and convey­
-ance of the said Messuage and Lots of Ground for the price of three 
thousand seven hundred. and fifty pounds Sterling Money of Great Britain 
which Sum the said Robert Morris secured to be paid to the said Richard 
Penn upon the perfecting the title to the said Robert Morris and there-
-upon the said Robert Morris received possession of the said ruins 
and Lots of Ground and hath since caused them to be rebuilt and 
repaired and hath made divers other very Valuable Improvements 
therein[--] And Whereas in persuance of the said Contract so made 
by the said Tench Francis and in Order to carry the same into 
execution an Indenture Tripartaite was drawn and executed in England 
bearing the date the eight[h] day of June one thousand seven hundred and · 
eighty one where in the said Richard Penn and Mary his Wife 
and Sarah Masters were parties of the first part. the said Mary 
Masters, Widow was party of the second part, and the said 
Tench Francis was party of the third part(--] In which lnden-
-ture it was recited in Sunstance that the said Messuage and 
the Lot of Land wherein it stood was Originally the Estate of William 
Masters deceased the husband of the said Mary Masters and 
Father of the said Mary Penn and Sarah Masters that upon 
his Death the same descended to the said Mary Penn 
and Sarah Masters in ffee [sic] simple subject to the Right 
of Dower of the said Mary Masters of and in the same 
that the said Mary Penn and Sarah Masters were 
desirous to sell and dispose of the same with the 
approbation of the said Mary Masters, and for effectu­
-ating that purpose in Consideration of the Sum of five 
Shillings the said Richard Penn and Mary his 
Wife and Sarah Masters did grant bargain and 
Sell and the said Mary Masters did release ratify 



and confirm to the said Tench Francis all that the Lot of 
Land in the said Deed mentioned with all the Buildings 
and Appurtenances thereunto belonging To hold to him his 
Heirs and Assigns to his and their proper Use and Behoof for ever 
upon trust nevertheless to sell and dispose of the same for 
the Use of the said Richard Penn and Mary his Wife and 
Sarah Masters and the Heirs and Assigns of the said Mary 
Penn and Sarah Masters respectively as in and by the said 
Indenture recorded at Philadelphia in Letter of Attorney No. 1. 
Page 215 &c. fully appears which said recitals are not founded 
in facts nor is the description of the said Lot or Lots sufficiently 
comprehensive or certain to assure the same to the said Robert 
Morris in the full extent of the Contract[--] Whereforeit has been 
advised by the Council learned in the Law of the said Robert 
Morris to cause and procure a Deed describing the premises 
with more certainty to be executed by all the said Parties to these 
presents whereby as well the legal Estate by the last recited Inden­
-ture vested in the said Tench Francis as the Trust created thereby 
of the purchase Monies for the said Richard Penn and Mary his 
Wife and Sarah Masters and all other the Rights which the said 
Mary Masters[,] Richard Penn and Mary his Wife[,] Sarah Masters and 
Tench Francis have of in to and out of all the said Lotts mav ' 
be consolidated and vested in the said Robert Morris Now 
therefore this Indenture Witnesseth the said Mary Masters for and in 
Consideration of the Natural Love and Affection which she hath and 
beareth to her Daughter the said Mary Penn and to enable the 
said Richard Penn and Mary his Wife to perfect the Title to the 
said Messuage and Lots and thereupon to receive the purchase 
Money agreed for and also of the sum of five Shillings to her in hand 
paid by the said Robert Morris the Receipt whereof is hereby acknow­
-ledged, The said Richard Penn and Mary his Wife for and in Conside-
-ration of the said sum of three thousand seven hundred and fifty Pounds 
Sterling Money of Great Britain to these in hand paid at the Time 

-of the Execution hereof by the said Robert Morris being the full 
purchase Money agreed on the receipt whereof is hereby acknow­
-ledged, the said Sarah Masters in Consideration of the said 
Mistake in the said Recited Indenture, and in order to rectify the 
same and of the Sum of five Shillings to her in hand paid by 
the said Robert Morris at the Time of the Execution hereof and 
the said Tench Francis in pursuance and execution of the Trust 
by the said Indenture in him reposed and in Execution of the Con­
-tract so as aforesaid by him made as Attorney to the said 
Richard Penn and in Consideration of the Sum of five Shillings to 
him in Hand paid at the Time of the Execution hereof the Receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged[--] Have and each of them Hath 
granted bargained sold aliened [illegible] Released and Confirmed 
and they and each of them for him her and themselves Do and 
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Doth jointly and severally grant bargain and sell alien [illegible] release and confirm to 
the said Robert Morris his Heirs and Assigns for ever All that Capital Messuage and the 
said Lots of Ground herein above mentioned thereto belonging and therewith used 
situate on the South side of High Street between fifth and Sixth in the City of 
Philadelphia containing in breadth on High Street aforesaid Seventy five feet be 
the same more or less and in Depth from High Street to Minor Street 



one hundred and eighty feet hounded on the North by High Street 
of the East by the Ground Late of James Kinse)· and Brothers and 
by Minor Street and on the West by a Messuage and Lot no'v 
vested in the Commonwealth for the Use of the President 
for the Time being of the Supreme Executive Council thereof 
or howsoever else the said Messuage Lot or Lots and premises 
hereby intended to be granted are or ought to be [illegible] bounded 
and described[--] Together with all and Singular the House Buildings 
Imporvements Ways Waters Water Courses Lights Liberties Privileges 
Immunities Hereditaments and Appurtenances whatsoever to the same 
belonging or therewith used and Possessed nothing whatsoever reser­
-ved or excepted and the Reversions and Remainders Rents issues and 
profits thereof and all the Estate.Right Titlelnterest Use Trust 
Property Possession Claim and Demand whatsoever either at Law 
or in Equity or othenvise howsoever of them the said Mary Masters[,] 
Richard Penn and Mary his Wife[,] Sarah Masters[,] and Tench 
Francis and of each and every of them either jointly with one 
or more of them or severally of him her or themselves of in to or 
out of the premises or any and every part thereof [--] To have 
and to hold the said Messuage Lot or Lots of Ground and 
Premises with all and every their Appurtenances to the said 
Robert Morris his Heirs and assigns to his and their own 
proper Use and Behoof for ever Subject never the less to 
and charged with the said Yearly Rent of thirty Pounds 
lawful Money of Pennsylvania issuing out of one of the said 
Lots payable to the said James Kinsey and Brothers their · 
Heirs and Assigns for ever And to the Proportionable 
part of the yearly Quit rent reserved out of a Larger Lot 
of which the said Lot or Lots were part payable to the late 
proprietaries of Pennsylvania and their Heirs for ever if any 
such Quit rent is or shall be due to those[-] And the said Mary 
Masters for herself and her Heirs and the said Richard Penn 
and Mary his Wift for themselves and their Heirs and 
especially for the Heirs of the said Mary Penn and the said 
Sarah Masters for herself and her self and her Heirs and 
the said Tench Francis for himself and his Heirs and 
jointly or one for another of them Do and Doth c9nvenant promise grant and 
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agree to and with the said Robert Morris his Heirs and Assigns who are or shall be 
Tenants of the Freehold of the Premises hereby intended to be granted or any part thereof 
that they or any or either have and hath not done or suffered to be done any Act 
Matter or Thing whatsoever whereby the same or any part thereof hath been or may be 
charged or incumbered or the Title thereof impeached and that they and each and every 
of them their and each and every of their Heirs all and Singular the premises hereby 
intended to be granted with the appurtenances as to the said Robert Morris his Heirs and Assigns 
who are or shall be Tenants of the Freehold of the same or any part thereof against 
themselves and each of them severally and against all and all Manner of Persons whatsoever 
lawfully Claiming by this from or under them or any or other of them shall and Will 
Warrant and forever defend In Witness whereof the said Parties have to these presents set their Hands and 
Seals the Day and Year above Written Tench Francis (seal) 
Sealed & Delivered by Tench Francis in the Riehl! Penn (seal) ~ p{~ ~ 
presence of us: Tho~ Wm Francis. Miers Fisher Mary Penn (seal) Mary Masters (seal) 

Sarah Masters (seal) 



APPENDIXG 

Robert Morris' letter to George Washington describing his Ice House, June 15, 1784 
On June 2, 1784, Washington wrote his friend Robert Morris asking for a description of 
Morris' icehousehe'd seen on a visit to Philadelphia. When he reconstructed the Penn-

Masters house, Morris added an ice house to the property. Jacob Hiltzheimer noted in his 
diary in February 1782 that he filled the ice house at Morris' dwelling on Market Street 

with ice taken from the Schuylkill River. Archeology on block in the spring of 2001 
located a large pit in the southwest comer of the Morris property, presumably the remains 

of the ice house Morris described to Washington in this letter. 

W.W. Abbot, Editor, The Papers of George Washington, Confederation Series, I, January-July 1784, 
(Charlottesville, 1992), 450-452. 



. ' 
for Baltimore (where he is to embark) yesterday-MY lee 
House is about 18 feet deep and 16 Square. the bottom is a 
Coarse Gravell & the Water which drains from the lee soaks 
into it as fast as the Ice melts, this prevents the necessitv of a 
Drain which if the bottom was a Ciay or Stiff Loom would be 
necessary and for this reason the side of a Hill is preferred gen­
erally for digging an Ice House, as if needful a drain can easily 
be cut from the bottom of it, through the side of the Hill to let 
the Water run out. The Walls of my Ice House are built of 
Stone without Mortar (which is called a Drv Wall) until! within a 
foot and a 'half of the Surface of the Ea;th when Mortar was 
used from thence to the Surface to make the top more binding 
and Solid-When this wall was brought up even with the Sur­
face of the Earth I stopped there and then dug the foundation 
for another Wall two foot back from the first,.and about two 
feet deep, this done the foundation was laid so as to enclose the 
whole of the Walls built on the inside of the Hole where the Ice 
is put and on this foundation is built the Walls which appear 
above ground and in mine they are about ten foot high, On 
these the Roof is fixed, these Walls are very thick, built of Stone 
and Mortar, afterwards rough Cast on the outside. I nailed a 
Cieling of Boards under the Roof• flat from Wall to Wall, and 
filled all the Space between that Cieling and the Shingling of 
the Roof with Straw, so that the Heat of the Sun Cannot possi­
bly have any Effect. 

In the Bottom of the Ice House I placed some Blocks of 
Wood. about two foot long and on these I laid a plat form of 
Common fence Rails Close enough to hold the Ice & open 
enough to let the Water pass through; thus the Ice lays two foot 
from the gravel and of Course gives room for the Water to soak 
away gradually without being in contact with the Ice, which if it 
was for any time would waste it amazingly. The upper Floor is 
laid on Joists placed across the top of the Inner wall and for 
greater security I nailed a Cieling under those Joists and filled 
the Space between the Cieling & Floor with Straw. 

The Door for entering this Ice House from the north, a Trap 
Door is made in the middle of the Floor through which the Ice 
Is put in and taken out-I find it best to fill with Ice which as it 

is put in should be broke into small peices and pounded down 
with heavy Clubs or Battons such as Pavers use, if well beat it 
will after a while consolidate into one solid mass, and require to 
be cut out with a Chizell or Axe-I tryed Snow one year and 
lost it in June-The Ice keeps until! October or November and 
I beleive if the Hole was larger so as (to ho)ld more it would 
keep until! Christmass, the closer it is packed the bett(er i)t 
keeps & I beleive if the Walls were lined with Straw between the 
Ice a(n)d stone it would preserve it much, the melting begins 
next the Walls and Continues round the Edge of the Body of 
Ice throughout the Season.' Mrs Morris joins me in our best 
Compliments to Mrs Washington & yourself and I beg to re­
turn Mrs Washington my thanks for her kind present which 
will be very useful to me next winter. I am Dear Sir Your most 
Obedt hble servt 

Robt Morris 
P.S. Thatch is the best covering for an Ice House. 



APPENDIX H 

George Washington's Activities While Attending the Federal Convention, May 13-
September 18, 1787 

General Washington stayed as a guest of his friend and fellow delegate, Robert Morris, 
during the three months of the 1787 convention that created the Constitution of the 

United States. Three years later Washington, as the first U.S. President under the 
Constitution, leased and modified Morris' Market Street house as the Executive Mansion. 

L_ 

Compiled by the writer from 
Donald Jackson and Dorothy Twohig, Editors, The Diaries of George Washington, Volume V, July 1786-

December 1789, (Charlottesville, 1979), 155-186 
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APPENDIX I 

Fire Insnrance for Andrew Kennedy, 190 High Street 
South Side High between Fifth and Sixth Streets 

June 19, 1798 
Andrew Kennedy, soapboiler, purchased Robert Morris' dwelling and lot in 1795 and 

continued to lease the property to President Washington and then to President John 
Adams. After the capital moved to Washington, the house was leased as a fashionable 

hotel for a few years and was finally torn down in 1832 by its new owner. This insurance 
policy lists an ice house among the back buildings, but omits giving its measurements. 

This policy is the only written record describing what Robert Morris built on the property 
after the destruction of the Penn-Masters house in 1780. 

Mutual Assurance Policies 891-895 

Copy from Philadelphia Historical Commission 
As Provided by Edward Lawler 
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the f:ame \vas or were before fuch Firt:' or Fires happened. And ?IC likewife order and direCl: the fiiid Treafurer for the 
Ti!Y.1'bei9g of th~ Affu~g;i.t..e...Compa11ra.t the End of the faid ~e:m of Sroen Tears, to rep~y unto the faid-­
//?Zduu_, /~??z~ ~.L.-7'--Executors, Adm1ndlrators or Affigns, the fa1d Money fo depoficed·. 
as aforefa.id,or fo much there fual1 not in the n1ean Time be applied towards I. .. offcs:and the unavoidablc:Expence 
of the faid bifuranct Office, rfuant to the J3id Deed of Sc11/e111e11t. ~ . 

j_!Vro\Jt'tlcb, and it is hereby declared and agreed, That if the faid Depofice Money !hall not be demanded at this 
,,.. lrjurance Off.ct wichin the Space of One rear next·afcer the Expiration of t]le faid Ter1n ?f Se'Ue11 Tears, then the Pay-

17:.cnc thereof fnall ~ea(i:, and the fame !hal! be funk and ren1ain to the: Benefit of the faid AJ!urance Con1pany. 

· 1_0rotn!JeU alfo, 1'h:it if it fhould fo happen, that the whoie Stock of the faid .AJ!ura11ce Con1pa11)' fhould ever be in­
~1.1 ~icienl fully to pay and difchargc ~11 the Lo If es f u!tained by the Me1nbers of this .11.lfurauce C1nnp4ny, in fucb Cafe·a 
J"fl Avcr<>.ge fh:..ll be made, and cheifay1nent to be deinanded in ''irtue of this Policy !hall be a. Dividend of the faid 
St11cl:, in Proportion to the Sum infUred, agreeable to the.Tenor and true Intent of the faid Deed of Settle1ne11t. 

:Sn [fil(t~ltCrc_Q_~.JV e h;.W:hereunto f 9ui: i-lands, a~d ~~ufed the Seal of t~e fa~1d Ajjurance Company t~ be 
affixed, this/ ~~M-J~Dar of ~/. . in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand Seven 

Hundred and/ 7~'&>- ~ , 

0 Any Affignmcnt of the ::i.boTc· Policy mull: 

be broi.:ght to the Ollicc to be entered, within 

four \Vccks next .;.ftc;: fueh AiJi~11mcnt Iha.I! 





. / Q./~ 
during the Tern) of Scve1; Year.; fi·on1 the:' Date A#U~~ Which faid Sun1...Qf~ 
------------is hereby declared to 0epoficed·by the {aid U-~.,u<.; ~~ 
:-.s a Pledge or Caution for the Performance of the Agreements comprifed in the faid De.td cf Settlenzent on~ 
Pm from henccfo:th to be performed. Now We the '""ru!lee.!J of the !aid Ja:[uranre QI;ompan!» for and in Confidcr­
~uion thereof, do hereby order, dired and appoint the Treafurer for the Time bejng of the . · AJ!ur~ Company, 
ac~ding ro the. {aid Deed of Settle11u11t, to pay and fatisfy unto the faid d-:17-~ ~~f,,d?'~. 
fo,,,.// Executors, Adminiftr:i.tors, ~gn;/ t.0e S~of-;- ~ · ~ ·- . _ ,......, 

Pounds, at the End of three Month:..ne:-i:t after the faid ;J:Y?.,,,,.?;?d~.,.e-,h?/~,,.,..,,~_·.'~/ ~~- ~ ~.e./ 1 

mJl)'Oe burnc£own o; dem.oljfhed by, or by Reafon or Means of, Fire; an~n an r. iliall p.;.yffie ...S~f ~ 
.V11-.z.VV4~~$"- Po1111d.1, fo often as any/~.e;.· ~~p..-/.,?~,.#4 
o( the fame Value and Goodnefs; built in the Room thereof, lhall be burnt down or demoli~ by Reafon or Means · 
of Fire, during the Tiine this Pc/icy remains in Force, and thereupon to indorfe each and every fu~h Pa ment on 
this prCfcnr Policy. 9nb a.Ifo, J'-gat 'N-eJ/ll.e.TAJJ.tt.J aforWid,40 hq~ farther orQcr, dire8: an "int,.,...tbia;.-.,.c­
wheu an~lP ofe't:n as rhe fatd i/7.::741'..d/..-Vu/~/:r~ #'.Y;/~j?~...,e..L.. -or any..: dA.¢'°~~;. 
f~~/£~,::f..,.w,-/.v'built in the Room thereof, {I I happen to be djmnified or injured by, or by Means of, Fire, 
fuch Damages Chall be made good acpording to tie Eftimate thereof, or repaired, and pµt into as good Condition as 
the f::ime was or were before fuch Fire.or Fires happened. And we likewife order and direct the faid Treafurer for the 
Ti1>t_bcj,ng of ~h~Ajjurance 01npa11YJ1at the End of the faid ~e~m of S. even J:ear1, to rep~y unco the {aid-­
.;//;ii'di~~V Y~U.· -,~~-Executors, Adn11n1ftrators or Afiigns, the fa1d Money {o depoficcd 
as aforefaid,or fo n"luch thereo all not in the n1ean Time be applied towards. I-off'es and the unavoidableExpcnce 
of che !aid lnjuranct Office, p rfuant tO the faid Detd of Setl/t111t11I. . 

i,0robilJetJ, and it is hereby declared and agreed, That if the faid Depoftte Money !hall not be demanded at this 
lefurance Office within the Space of On"e rear next after d1e Expiration of tbe faid Term of Seven Tear.1, then the Pay-
11enc th~rcof fuall ceafe, and the fo.n1e. ~1all be funk and remain to the Benefit of the faid .Ajfuranct Cov1pa11y. 

i.8lt:J.'lbftit!l «!fa, 1'hac if ic n1ould fo happen, that the whole Stock of the faid 4J!urance C:o1npa1~y !liould ever be in· 
~11flicient fully to pay and difcharn-e all the Lo£fes fuftained by the Meinbers of this .Ajfurauce Company, in fuch Cafe a 
ufl Average fr.all be made, and die Payment to be dCmanded in Virtue of this Policy 01all be a Dividend of the faid 
)tock, in Proportion to the Sum infured, agreeable to the Tenor and true Intent of the faid Deed of Seltle1nmt. 

3)n Wttn~·r.her~'!Ji_We 1"1)"¢hercunto fe wr Hand$, and caufed the Seal of the faid 4/furance Company to be 
.ffixed, chis"'~#?<."'~·t~~ ;D,:iy of :e'~ in the Year of our Lord One Thoufand Seven 

clundred anddM-77~ ; . !. ~ 

v . ~----,,L_~;r:,._~ , 
::j"" Any Affignmcnt of the ~.,.e Policy muQ 

be brought to the~ Office to he entered, within _>:? 
four \Vccks ncxt~ficr foch Affignmcnt n1ail / _/ • . ,l· ) /,/ . 
be m.:i.dc; and on Default t.bcrcof, the Bendit . ··a ..J;·L.Llil) ////J El'/?"""~ 
of Iaforincc wil~ be loft, :i~rce;b\c to the _-. -·~._ .. _...,.-/ , 
JJud of S1ftlm1<11f~ 



::</ 
d~;i! ;Ji. '.ferm of Sc<''" 1'ears fr~m the Dace ~rj:.,. Which faid Sum,11/::;:,,/{!f~cJ' ~ 

;?."!7'?z. <;:/ ii hereby declored to Jf'depofitcd by the faid ~ /~~ 
ns ii Plcdrr r Caution for the Pcrfonnance of the Agreements co~nprif('d in the faid Deed of Settlenz;r.t ant/ ./ 
Pore fron cnceforrh to be perfonne;;i. Now We the t<i:rnllee$ of the laid liHrurance l[;Ompanp, for.and in Confider-
";".r .. ion thereof, do hereby or<lc::r, direft. and :ippoinc the Treafure.r for the Tj.vle b~ina~f ;J< id 1f~·C"mpany, 
2.c¢'rding co the faid Deed of Settlement, to pay and fatisfy unto the:: faid #.h-'4'-+'~~ - "*_7 - ,, ....,,,,_ 

/,lf,;, 'Execurors, Adminil\rators, o~lT;gi;s, tlll! Surrj.-0f':0:"'""""'/~""h'' ~ ·. ~q 
Pou;;d.t, at the .End of three ~011t~/r:i':xt afrer chr faid~.Z,-~Zi..{~:~~··C~_:.,;f.,;l"-e/Y~~A r. ~ _ 

fo'lJl;Oc bu;n.laowlJ-,or1d~<;!J> .. ·~-,~by, or by Rcafon or Means of, F1r.e; •n<Mn liJ<_..N~ner Jhall,_par.;il>;: ~l}ffi of' · 
~,,.L/_..!d·P/;A{i.t.,t:T r··")-e Pounds, fo often as any,.,s::?./;;ut:& •. {/:'~-eh.,..;_.p;~~ 
of the fame Value and G d ·,. uilc in the Room thereof, !hali be burnt down or demoli!hed·by Reafon or Means · 
of Fire 1 during the Tiine this Pulicj reinains in Force, and cher~\1pon to indorfe each and every fuch Payment on : 
th

1
is pref'cnt Policy. 9:11b' «.IfG, ...,1:.Jti~ l'U c~ 2"'r1u1/e_.i.ffercfaid ~lCJ'~~'..Y ~rther q(der, dirctl: :ind ap~inj.(.J.r_ha.V 

yu~n :in;jJ.o/9fy.in as the faid #/..i'.PU.UM.r/,,/?/.~~~/i://:~fl.;;r~. or anyd~;.;p~ 
~~ .. ,.;r.t/cf~:i"M'.f".l'.1~/ ..... ..Jbuilt in che R.aon1 thereof, !hall happen to be damnified or inj'urcd by, or by Means of, Fire, . 

fuch Damages Chall be made good a!=cording to the Eftimate thereof, or repaired, and put into as good Condition as 
the fame was or were before fuch Fire or Fires happened. And we likewife order and dii·eCI: the faid Treafurer for the 
Tir;rfbei:ig of ~fad A.ffura1y;e Comtu61J, at the End of.the faid Term of.Sroe.n Tears, .co repay unto che faid 
J.,,?~uo #""~.-'?Z~,JM---Execucors, Adminiftrators or Affigns~ the faid Money fo depofired 
as aforefaid, or fo 1nuch the~ ~s)fball not in the 1ncan Tin:ie be applied towards I..offc:s and the unavoidableExpence 
of the I aid l11jura11te Ojfite, purfuant to the faid Deed of Settlenunt. 

iE>tCUfDelJ, and it is hereby declared and agreed, That if the faid Depofite Money tha1l noc be de1nanded at this 
lnj1tra11te Office within the Space of Qne rear next after the Expiration of the faid Term of Sroe~ Tears, then the Pay· 
ment thereof !hall cc:afe, and the fame fl1all be funk and remain to the Benefit of the faid Ajfurante Con1pa11y. 

1..0tObt1JclJ ctlfo, 1'hat if it l11ol1ld fo happen, that the whole Stock of the faid Ajfurahce Company !hould ever be in­
fufficicnt fUlJy to pay and difcharge all chc LolTes fuftained by the Me1nbers of chis Ajfttraute Company, in fuch Cafe a • 
juft Average fnail be made:, a.nd the Payment to be demanded in Vir~ue of this Policy fhall be a Dividend of the fa.id 
Stotk, in Proport)on co the: Sum infured, agreeable co t~c TCnor and cru~ Intent of thefaid Deed of Se1t]e11ienl. 

. Sin [(J(t~~-"?)creQ£,_W~. U.:.dhereunto fi_ ur . .flandp, and caufed the Seal.of the faid Alfura11te Co111pany co' be 
affixed, this ·~:"'l'~~f:~~/ pay of ~. ~ in the Yc::ar of ou;:; rd One Thoufand Seven 

Hundred and~7/lZT:· .·. · 7L . I 
U Aoy Afl;gom~oe of th' abm Pol;oy m"ff . ~ 'I """-_-;;,~;{'-h__,_._ . 

be brought to the OJJicc tO be entered, within ~~ 
four \V eeks next after fuch Affignmcnt lhall --- , J /L. · 
be m;i.Je; :tnd oii Def;i.ult thereof, the Benefit -.- £k..Jf1 a L)' ~/// #"'/"?~'i: 
of Infur:ince will be Jo{}J :igrcc:i.hle to the .--.J_ __ 7 -



APPENDIX J 

Household Furniture Purchased for 190 High Street 
By the United States and by George Washington 

[February 1797) 
George Washington took great pains to set a good precedent as first president of the 
United States. His purchases for the Executive Mansion suggest his desire to display 

restraint in the expense, while exhibiting a stylish taste. 

Manuscript Division, Library of Congress 
Copy provided by Edward Lawler 
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APPENDIXK 

Thomas Twining: Visit to President Washington at 190 High Street 
May 13, 1795 · 

Thomas Twining, like many foreign visitors, deeply admired George Washington, but 
was surprised by the first president's modest home. 

Thomas Twining, Travels in America JOO Years Ago (New York, 1902), 132-3. 



Thomas Twining At 190 High Street, May 13, 1795 

13 May - At one o'clock to-day I called at General Washington's with the 
picture and letter I had for him. He lived in a small red brick house on the left side of 
High Street, not much higher up than Fourth Street. There was nothing in the 
exterior of the house that denoted the rank of its possessor. Next door was a hair­
dresser. Having stated my object to ·a servant who came to the ·door, I was 
conducted up a neat but rather narrow staircase, carpeted in the middle, and was 
shown into a middling-sized well-furnished drawing-room on the left of the passage. 
Nearly Opposite the door was the fireplace, with a wood-fire in it. The fioor was 
carpeted. On the left of the fireplace was a sofa, which sloped across the room. 
There were no pictures on the walls, no ornaments on the chimney-piece. Two 
windows on the right of the entrance looked into the street. There was nobody in the 
room, but in a minute Mrs. Washington came in, when I repeated the object of my 
calling, and put into her hands the letter for General Washington, and his miniature. 
She said she would deliver them to the President, and, inviting me to sit down, 
retired for that purpose. She soon returned, and said the President would come 
presently. Mrs. Washington was a middle-sized lady, rather stout; her manner 
extremely kind and unaffected. She sat down on the sofa, and invited me to sit by 
her. I spoke of the pleasant days I had passed at Washington, and of the attentions I 
had received from her granddaughter, Mrs. Law. 

While engaged in this conversation, but with my thoughts turned to the 
expected arrival of the General, the door opened, and Mrs. Washington and myself 
rising, she said, "The President," and introduced me to him. Never did I feel more 
interest than at this moment, when I saw the tall, upright, venerable figure of this 
great man advancing towards me to take me by the hand. There was seriousness in 
his manner which seemed to contribute to the impressive dignity of his person 
without diminishing the confidence and ease which the benevolence of his 
countenance and the kindness of his address inspired. There are persons in whose 
appearance one looks in vain for the qualities they are known to possess, but the 
appearance of General Washington harmonized in a singular manner with the dignity 
and modesty of his public life. So completely did he look the great and good man he 
really was, that I felt rather respect than awe in his presence, and experienced 
neither the surprise nor disappointment with which a personal introduction to 
distinguished individuals is often accompanied ... 

The General's age was rather more than sixty-four. In person he was tall, 
well-proportioned, and upright. His hair was powdered and tied behind. Although his 
deportment was that of a general, the expression of his features had rather the calm 
dignity of a legislator than the severity of a soldier ... 



APPENDIX L 

Insurance Policy for John Lawrence, Northeast Corner, Sixth and Chestnnt Streets, 
November 1785 . 

John Lawrence, a prominent Philadelphia politician and jurist, purchased two lots on the 
comer of Sixth in 1771 and tore down the old frl!1lle building that had been there. 

Lawrence erected a new 3-story brick house across the full width of the lot, 29'6 on 
Chestnut by 38 feet on Sixth Street, with the kitchen in the cellar. The Mutual Assurance 

Company allowed for street trees, but made note of them, as in this policy's two trees 
"within range of the gable end." 

Mutual Assurance Policy 146 
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APPENDIX M 

Insurance Policy for James Glenn, 16 March, 1774 
This short policy describes Glenn's new house built at the north end of a 52 by 52 foot lot behind John 

Lawrence's property at Sixth and Chestnut Streets. The 3-story brick structure measured 12 by 18 feet deep 
and was "finished very plain." During the Revolution this simple structure served as the Office of Foreign 

Affairs under Robert Livingston. 

Contributionship Book l, 62 



I 

·.· 

I 

\ 



APPENDIX N 

Residents of Block One of Independence Mall, 1787 
For the Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution, Independence NHP staff researched and 

completed a property map of the blocks within the park. Oversized, the section for Block 
One is presented on four sheets here, beginning at Chestnut at Fifth Streets going north to 
Minor Street, followed by Fifth from Minor to Market, then Sixth Street from Chestnut to 

Minor and, finally, Sixth from Minor to Market Street. Mary House's boardinghouse at 
Fifth and Market and Robert Morris' house further west on Market together hosted seven 

delegates to the Constitutional Convention. An eighth delegate, Charles Pinckney of 
South Carolina, also stayed at Mrs. House's for a time during the convention. 

Codes: Dw=Dwelling; Occ=Occupation; ph-per head; oz.pl.:ounces (silver) plate; 
Est. =estate 

Drawing No. 391, Sheet 5, Prepared by Anna Coxe Toogood, 1985 and Digitalized 1996 
Compiled from 

Philadelphia Tax Assessments, Middle Ward, 1787 
Deeds, newspapers. street commissioners records 
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APPENDIX 0 

Residents of Block One of Independence Mall, 1790-1791 
Chestnut and Market Streets 

And 
Fifth and Sixth Stre.ets 

Clement Biddle conducted the first U.S. Census for Philadelphia and used the 
information he gathered street by street to compile what is considered the first city 

directory with an officially-accepted numbering system. Finally Philadelphia adopted a 
scheme to have odd numbers on the north and east sides and even numbers on the south 

and west sides of the streets to facilitate locating an address. Fortunately, most of the 
people listed by street in the 1790 census still were at the same address the following 

year, when Biddle completed his directory. The directory had its limits-you still could 
not be sure on what block the number was placed-but this system remained until the 

mid-l 9'h century, when the city adopted a new and innovative scheme. Each block 
received up to 100 numbers, so that any number in the 500s meant between Fifth and 

Sixth Street. Thus 190 High, the executive mansion in 1790-91, became 524 to 530 
Market Street in 1857. 

Heads of Families, Pennsylvania, 1790 
And 

Clement Biddle, The Philadelphia Directory, 1791 



195 
193 
191 

185 

179 
179 
177 
175 

165 

Chestnut and Market Streets, 1790-1791 

George Fox, gentleman 
James Girvan, innkeeper 
Samuel Ester, shopkeeper 

William Hassell, innkeeper 

Sixth Street 

I 
David Beveridge, insurance broker 
Mary Emlen, gentlewoman 
Ann Queen, widow 
Edwards, widow 

James Simmons, coachmaker 

Fifth Street 

SOURCES: 
Heads of Families, Pennsylvania, 1790 
Clement Biddle, The Philadelphia Directory, 1791 

Walter Stewart 

Robert Morris, Esq. 
Merchant & countinghouse 
(1791) U.S. President 

Abraham Kintzing, 
wagonmaster 
Patrick McCormick, 
Fishmonger 
Benj. Harbeson, 
coppersmith 

William Jones, grazier 
Mary House, 
boardin!.!house 

192 

190 

178 

176 

172 

170 



Fifth and Sixth Streets, 1790-91 
Sixth Street 

17 15 13&9 1 

Robert Samuel Alexr David 
Hartong Gilmore Christie Clark 
Laborer carpenter painter coachrnkr 

Jos. Thos. Paul John Hugh Israel 
Skerret Copson Esler Johnson Roberts Jones 
Blacksm. Laborer brickmkr mariner Carp. 

Henry Pfeiffer 
Brewer 

now Peter Lohra grocer 

16 12 8 6 4 2 

Fifth Street 

SOURCES: 
Heads of Families, Pennsylvania, 1790 
Clement Biddle, The Philadelphia Directory, 1791 



APPENDIX P 

Residents of Block One Of Independence Mall, 1795 
Fortunately Edmund Hogan provided a prospect or directory for two years (1795-1796) 

that recorded residents by street, rather than alphabetically. This method made it clear for 
the first time where numbers ended on a block, as the directory indicated when crossing 
the main streets. Thus, going west on High or Market, the Prospect reads "cross Fifth" 

then "cross Sixth," demarcating the block. For this block, however, Hogan did not 
mention Minor Street while heading south from Market, nor did he reference any Sixth 
Street numbers. The placing of Janet Clark on the south side of Minor is a conjecture 

arising from earlier references to her husband's coach business on Sixth Street. Hogan 
also provides an alphabetical index of residents to facilitate finding specific people. 

As Recorded in 
Edmund Hogan, The Prospect of Philadelphia and Check on the Next Directory. 1795. 

And put in plan by Anna Coxe Toogood, Independence National Historical Park 
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Residents of Block One, 1795 
On Chestnut and Market Streets 

Sixth Street 

195 John Lawrence, 
gentleman 
193 Samuel Bengal, 
upholsterer 
191 Abraham Morrow, 
gunsmith 
189 Jared Ingersoll, Attorney 
at Law 

179 Mary Emlen, Widow, 
Gentlewoman 

--Mr. Bond, His Britannic 
Majesty's Charge D'Affaires 
171 Samuel Meredith, 
Treasurer of the United 
States 
169 Samuel Blodgett, 
Gentleman 

Fifth Street 

Robert Kidd, 192 
perfumer 

George Washington, 190 
President of the United 
States 

Henry Sheaff 
Wine Merchant 
Abraham Kintzing 
Grazier 
Jacob Stein 
Flour Merchant 

Robert E. Jones 
Wine Merchant 
William Jones 
Gentleman 
James Dunn 
boardinghouse 

180 

178 

176 

174 

172 

170 
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Residents of Block One, 1795 
On Fifth and Sixth Streets 

Sixth Street 

Thomas Ogle, Andrew Janet 
Thomas Thomas Coach maker Christie, Clarke 
Dobbin, Eagen, Coach & Widow 
cabinet shoemaker Sign 
maker Painter 

1 

6, John 4, 
Johnson Israel 

12, William 10,lohn mariner & 
Roberts, Leacock, 8, & David 14, Henry 
taylor & Coroner Nich Thomas Jones Horn, 
Baptist Gillis, alas Johnson grocer blacksmith 
Fre. barber Eslin shoema 

David g, kr 
Simmons, brick 
coach maker 

I 
Fifth Street 

_I 

- ----

1, 
Robert 
Morris, 
Merchant 

:!: 
::i 
0 ., 
Ill .... ., 
Ill 
Ill .... 

2, Henry 
Pepper 
Brewer 



APPENDIX Q 

Residents of Block One, Independence Mall, I 801 
Chestnut and Market Streets 

Fifth and Sixth Streets 
Comenlius William Stafford provided a directory similar to Hogan's 1795 pattern, by 

street listings, so once again Philadelphians could see who lived on what street and could 
look up individuals in an alphabetical index. A comparison with the 1795 and 1790-91 
charts shows the gradual build up along Sixth Street over the decade and the loss of the 

State House Inn (185) on Chestnut Street. 

Cornelius William Stafford, Philadephia Directory for 1801 
And pnt in plan by Anna Coxe Toogood 
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Sixth Street 

17 15 11 7 5 

William Thomas Egan E. Thos. Alexr. 
Stuart, shoemaker Christie Ogle Turnbull 
Oysterman boardingho. Coachmkr 

Cabinet mkr 

George Joseph Philip Wm. Francis Wm. Israel & 
Johnson, Beale & Ridabock McDonald Mason, Davis, David 
Coachmkr Samuel tavern hairdresser sawmkr taylor & Jones 

18 

Mcintire keeper & intelligence . John Leacock, 
Cabinetmkrs officer coroner grocers 

16 14 12 10 8 4 

Fifth Street 

BLOCK ONE, INDEPENDENCE MALL, 1801 
FIFTH AND SIXTH STREETS 

3 

John w. 
Godfrey, 
Merchant 

1 

Joshua 
B. Bond, 

merchant 

Henry Pepper Mrs. Maxwell 
& Sons, brewers Boardinghouse 

No address numbers given 

Cornelius William Stafford, Philadelphia Directory for 1801. 
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195 
193 
191 

181 
179 

173 
171 
169 

Robert Alexander, gentleman 
Richard Weevil, upholsterer 
Abraham Morrow, innkeeper 

Jared Ingersoll, counsellor at law 
Ann Emlen, widow 

Phineas Bond, his Brittanie Majesty's consul general 
John Waddington, gentleman 
Samuel Blodgett, gentleman 

Sixth Street 

.... 
~ 

~ 
~ .. 
<;:, .rs 
~ 

Fifth Street 

Robert Kidd, copper merchant 

John Francis Hotel 

Anthony & John Kennedy 
Merchants 

Henry Sheaff, wine merchant 
Abraham Kinsey, gentleman 
Jonathan Miller, merchant 
Edward Lynch, merchant 
William Jones, gentleman 
Cochrane and Thursby, 

merchants 

BLOCK ONE, INDEPENDENCE MALL, 1801 
CHESTNUT AND MARKET STREETS 

Cornelius William Stafford, Philadelphia Directory for 1801. 

192 

190 

184 
.... 
~ 
~ 

~ 
180 ~ 178 
176 ~ 
174 
172 
170 



APPENDIX R 

U.S. Senators, Congressmen and Government Officers on Block One, 1791-1800 
Only Thomas Stephen in 1796 and William Cornelius Stafford in 1798 and 1800 

attempted to list in their city directories the street addresses for important non-residents, 
such as Congressmen, government officers, or diplomatic representatives in Philadelphia. 

Typically the addresses were listed at the back of the book, in the government section. 
Only the President of the United States consistently throughout the decade had his name 

and address, 190 High, printed in the alphabetical or street (Hogan) listings. 

Because of its obvious convenience to the State House Square, where Congress met and 
most government business transpired in the 1790s, the block north of Chestnut Street 
logically should have been a popular boarding house and rental location. The existing 
record, however, indicates it attracted only a few in 1796 and none in 1798 and 1800, 

perhaps because of the lodging expense. 

Compiled from city directories, 1791, 1793-1800 and INDE's notecard file research in RG 63, National 
Archives. 



U.S. Senators, Congressmen and Government Officers, 1795-1800 

Biddle, Hardie, Stephen's and Stafford, Philadelphia Directories, 1791-1797* 

l> George Washington, President of the United States, 190 High Street 

Stafford, Philadelphia Directories, 1798-1800 

l> John Adams, President of the United States, 190 High Street 

Hardie, Hogan, Stephen and Stafford, Philadelphia Directories, 1794-1800: 

l> Meredith, Samuel, Treasurer of U.S., 171 Chestnut St. (1794, Treasurer's office 
at 145 Chestnut; 1799-1800 Meredith only keeps Treasurer office at 171 

Chestnut and lives elsewhere) 

(Records of the Registers Office, Vol. 137, p. 429, MS, RG 63, NA. INDE notecard), 
1795 

l> Mr. [Jacob] Read, 170 High [Senator, SC, 1795-i.800] 

Thomas Stephen's Philadelphia Directory for 1796 

l> Livingston, Edward, Representative, NY, 192 High 
i- Langdon, John, Senator, NH, 192 High 
l> Dayton, Jonathan, Speaker of the House, 170 High 
l> Kittera, John Wilkes, Representative, PA, 170 High 
l> Giles, William B., Representative, VA, 170 High 
l> Thomas Dunn, Assistant Doorkeeper, 193 Chestnut 
l> Bond, Phineas, Charge des Affairs in the absence of G. Hammond, Consul General 

for the Middle and Southern States, 171 Chestnut 
l> Treasury Office, 171 Chestnut 



APPENDIX S 

Robert Morris' Market Street Property Sales, 1794-1795 
Robert Morris fell into a spiraling debt in the mid- l 790s, forcing him to sell off his real 

estate on Market Street and finally ending him in Debtors' Prison. His two homes during 
the decade, first at 190 High and then 192 High, were the most prominent structures on 
the block. When the new numbers (the 500s shown here) were introduced after 1854, 

both these houses had been torn down to make room for more commercial structures. As 
the numbers indicate, Morris owned the entire Market Street frontage except the corner 

lot at Fifth Street before his decline. 

Compiled from "Summary of the 190 High Street, WPA Research Notes, Annotated by Ed Lawler, Jr." 
The 190 High WPA Research Notes are in the collections of the American Philosophical Society. 



Robert Morris' Market Street Property Sales, 1794-1795 

Sixth Street 

March 13, 1795 Robert Morris to William Bell 192 or 536 

December 22, 1794 Robert Morris to Robert Kidd & wife 192 or 532-534 

August 21, 1795 Robert Morris to Andrew Kennedy 
(two lots: 48 by 180 to Minor Street; 24 by 180 to Minor St.) 

190 or 524 to 530 

May 13, 1795 Robert Morris to Peter Kuhn 520-522 

May 13 1795 Robert Morris to Charles Marquedant 516-518 

May 10, 1795 Robert Morris to Henry Sheaff 512-514 

March 23, 1795 Robert Morris to Henry Sheaff 510 

! Fifth Street 



Philadelphia City Surveys 

The loose city surveys in the Third Survey District prior to 1814 frovide important 
information about the lot development of the block during the 18' century. Although 

most of the surveys are not dated, they furnish lot sizes along Sixth Street, where the new 
Liberty Bell Pavilion will be erected. Even with these surveys, however, it is not always 
possible to line up exactly the surveyed lots with the Sixth Street residents listed on this 

block in the city directories of 1791, 1795 and 1801. 

Third Survey District, Folder 67, pre-1814 
Philadelphia City Archives 



1. Sixth and Chestnut Streets, no date 
This survey presents the comer lots after the Edmund Davis heirs divided the family 
property. The families of the two married sisters, Mary Davis and Jennette Church, 

divided their land, which extended 110 feet on Chestnut Street east from the comer of 
Sixth Street, into lots. John Lawrence's name is added to the comer lot, indicating that 

the survey was made after his 1771 purchase of the property. Lawrence later reconfigured 
the comer property by buying from the estate a large lot, 52 by 52 feet along Sixth, and 

12 more feet along his eastern lot line. He also tore replaced the frame house at the comer 
with his new residence. (See App. K) William Crews, Andrew Hamilton and William 

Hamilton are shown on the large central Chestnut Street lot. The Hamilton family leased 
the property as a popular inn, called the State House Inn after the Revolution . 

• 
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2. Sixth and Chestnut Streets, no date 
John Lawrence's comer lot at Sixth has been extended along the back of the adjoining 
Chestnut Street lots, evidently to provide a stable and entrance from Sixth Street for his 
new residence. The lot widths do not correspond with the earlier survey (see Survey 1 ), 
but the 52 by 52 foot lot Lawrence eventually acquired on Sixth Street is evident in two 
adjoining 26-3 lots. The Kemble heirs refer to the George Kemble who ran a prosperous 

livery stable opposite the State House. 
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3. "Measures of Chestnut & Minor Streets, &c for Derrick Peterson, April 28, 1802" 
This dated survey indicates the status of all the Chestnut Street lots at the close of the l 8'h 
century. The corner lot at Sixth Street now measures 92 feet on Chestnut and 177' 103/4" 

in depth. The three. remaining lots on .Sixth north to Minor Street reflect the 86 feet 
originally attached to the Market Street lots, which all measured 306 feet in depth. After 
Minor Street went in during the 1760s, the Market Street owners began to subdivide and 

sell off the back end of their lots. Look for Thomas Ogle on the resident maps for the 
1790s (appendices), and note the 3-foot alley extending south from Minor Street 51 '71/2 

behind two Sixth Street lots. 
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4. Peterson, Ogle, Turnbull & Hagal, n.d. 
This undated survey again shows the three lots making up the back end of the Market 

Street lots below Minor Street. Some sort of calculations were clearly anticipating 
another real estate change. 
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5. "Survey of Derrick Petersons Lot on Sixth Street Sold to Alexr Turnbull & 
Thomas Ogle, April 281

h 1802 by James Pearson" 
This dated survey again shows the Sixth Street lots south of Minor, but the text offers 
specific new information about the change of owners. Evidently all three lots were at 
some time owned by Derrick Peterson, who sold the southern 34-foot lots to Thomas 

Ogle, coachmaker, and Alexander Turnbull. Turnbull evidently leased his property, based 
on the directory listings. Derrick Peterson's house is indicated on the lot just south of 

Minor. This 3-story brick house Robert Morris built in 1786-1787 when he purchased the 
old Governor's property at the corner of Sixth and Market Streets in two lots, one 60 by 

180 north of Minor and the other, 60 by 86 feet below Minor Street. (December 14, 1786, 
in Parsons, ed., Hiltzheimer, 11 O; Minutes of the Supreme Executive Council of 

Pennsylvania, XV, 151) 
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Illustrations 



1. William Parsons Survey, 1747 

William Parsons, Surveyor-General of Pennsylvania from 1740-47, completed a citywide 
lot plan that recorded the original property owners awarded bonus lots by William Penn 
on Market and Chestnut streets. By the date of the survey' s completion, the lots on this 

block had been bought up into larger tracts. 

As reproduced in Nicholas B. Wainwright, "Plan of Philadelphia," Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography 80 (1956). 
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2. Section of Clarkson-Biddle Map of 1762, 
This map is thought to be a composite of the city surveys prepared by Nicholas Scull 

during his service as Surveyor General of Pennsylvania, 1748-1761, and published after 
his death by his daughter, Mary Biddle and Matthew Clarkson. Block One is situated 

directly above the large B. 

From Hannah Benner Roach, Colonial Philadelphians, 70 
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3. "Richd Penn's Burnt House Lot Philadelphia" after the fire of January 1, 1780. 

Robert Morris purchased Richard Penn's property after the fire and rebuilt the house 
in a different style, but on the same foundations. The lot shows a carriage entrance 

from Market and from Minor Street, where the stables and coach house stood. Morris 
purchased adjoining Market Street lots to the east and west of his house lot during 
the 1780s. The one at the corner of Sixth Street here is labeled "President's lot," 

otherwise known as Pennsylvania's Governor's mansion. 

Record Group 17, Land Office, Map Collection, #3399, Pennsylvania State Archives 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, Harrisburg 
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4. 190 High Street, the Executive Mansion 

This drawing by Ed Lawler (1999) is based on the sketch of the house by William L. 
Mason, May 1, 1832, just before it was demolished to make way for three stores. 

Copy provided this writer by Ed Lawler 
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. 5. George Washington's Desk .from 190.High Street 

This pine desk has a mahogany veneer with ebony and maple inlays. Washington's 
appreciation for fine work was balanced by his self-conscious effort to display 

economy as the first president. When Washington left Philadelphia for Mount Vernon, 
he sold the desk to his friend, Eliza Powel (Mrs. Samuel) for $245, as recorded in a 

letter of March 9, 1797 from Tobias Lear to Mrs. Powel. At some point later the desk 
was modified by adding the unrelated top piece and new legs. 

Desk at Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Gift of Charles Hare Hutchinson, 1867 
Image provided by Ed Lawler, Information on desk alteration from Karie Diethorn, Curator, INDE 
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6. Baxter's Panoramic Business Directory of Philadelphia, for 1859 

This mid-nineteenth century depiction of Market Street reflects the demolition and 
rebuilding of the former 190 and 192 High Street properties. The former Executive 
Mansion has been replaced with three stores, 526, 528, 530 Market Street, and the 

adjoining wood lot or yard of the house is numbered 524 Market Street. 

The fonner 190 High Street identified on the image by the writer 
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