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this time comes, the park will truly be able to hold more than the Hall. In diversi­
fication lies this park's best hope of meeting the visitor's needs in the years that lie 
just ahead. 

VISITOR SERVICES (Non-lnterpretive) 

Because lndependence National Historical Park is situated in the heart of a city, it 
must rely to a !arge extent on the city and its business community to provide for the 
physical needs of its visitors. This applies to food and lodging as much as it does to 
streets and parking. However, despite the Philadelphia Planning Commission's efforts 
to promote investment in visitor-oriented facilities near the park, on ly token progress 
has been made to date. No restaurateur or motel developer wants to be the first to 
take the plunge. As long as these needs remain unfulfilled visitor enjoyment of the 
full potentiality of a Philadelphia visit will be frustrated, and signficant evening use 
of this park will be limited. 

Controlled redevelopment of the block known as Area F to provide facilities for eating, 
shopping, etc., if it can be achieved through cooperative efforts by the Service, the city 
and private businesses, will afford an enlightened and responsible way to answer a part 
of this need. 

Reconstruction of City Tavern offers a unique opportunity for the Service to contribute 
to the total effort. Not only will this structure help to illustra te the park story, but 
actual use as an eating place, featuring appropriate food and drink, and as a meeting 
place for suitable functions will add a new dimension to the visitor's experiences. 

Similarly, use of the restored First Bank of the United States as an actual bank is recom­
mended; partly to serve a useful community purpose, partly because it would dramatize 
the sense of continuity between the time of Alexander Hamilton and today. 

Significant as these steps will be, the fäet remains that the visitors' needs can be fully 
served only if the city and business community cooperate to improve existing facilities 
and provide new ones where desirable. Of primary importance in this effort is the de­
velopment of the Chestnut Street Mall. Served by a two-way trolley, but primarily for 
pedestrian use, this mall will provide the climate and incentive for visitors to explore 
Philadelphia's Center City and to take advantage of its fine shopping and entertainment 
facilities. The Service should lend what weight it can to completion of this project and 
related improvements which will help keep visitors here for more than a day. 
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MAINTENANCE 

Problems of maintenance at Independence National Historical Park bear no relation 
to its size. Set in the midst of a large city, visited annually by millions, its aged build­
ings are subjected to atmospheric and physical stresses which demand of the park staff 
peculiar sensitivity to such things as air pollution, humidity controls, and even the 
devastating effect of spike heels on wood floors. In the restored buildings, especially 
those which are furnished with antiques, quality maintenance presents special problems 
which often require special training and close adherence to unfamiliar methods and 
formulae. It is essential that the park's maintenance program accomplish its function 
to preserve with as little intrusion as possible upon the historie scene, and with the least 
possible inconvenience to the visitor. 

One ironic result of the successful transformation of the run-down area, which now 
embraces Independence National Historical Park and Society Hill, has been the elim­
ination of sites needed for a properly functional park maintenance center. The facilities 
on Marshall's Court are even now barely adequate for present operations and their loca­
tion, while secluded from the rest of the park, is no longer compatible with the resi­
dential development of the adjoining area. 

The United States Custom House, Second and Chestnut Streets, offers an attractive 
solution, which should be worked out with the General Services Administration. In 
relation to the park, as fully developed, the Custom House is centrally located, yet its 
business end (off Second Street, south of Chestnut) is not in the projected path of 
visiter flow and can be effectively screened. It has excellent facilities for storage and 
for such maintenance operations as paint and carpenter shops. Since there are no 
charges for space or utilities and no construction costs, other than those involved in 
installation ·or equipment, use of the Custom House would save the Service heavy 
construction and operating expenses. 

In order to avoid the necessity of supporting a !arge maintenance staff, performance 
of various services (cleaning, etc.) will be contracted out to GSA or private firms, as 
practicable. 
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INDEPENDENCE SOUARE 

Independence Square, with the buildings in it, isat once the nation's best-loved 
historie shrine, a city park, and from April to August a problem in human logistics. 
The often opposed claims of preservation, interpretation, and traditional use present 
many opportunities for disagreement and eon fusion. The specific issues still un­
decided are: (1) How far should the restoration of the buildings and grounds be 
carried; (2) where should the Liberty Bell be displayed? and (3) what restrictions 
should be placed on the use of the buildings and grounds. The following guidelines 
are suggested. 

I. Restoration Policy 

At issue is the reconstruction of the Committee Room and Library and the original 
wings and piazzas of lndependence Hall, and the re-creation of the State House 
Garden as laid out by Samuel Vaughan in 1784. Proponents regard these as essen-
tial elements of the setting in which the framers of the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution did their work. Opponents feel that further restoration of the 
original setting, particularly the Square, will cut off a useful urban open space from 
the living city and interrupt the natural evolution of the space. Since the present 
mixed situation presents no serious hindrances to the interpretation of the buildings, . 
it is recommended that a decision definitely to restore, or not restore, the State 
House Garden and attendant structures be postponed until the more urgently needed 
developments envisaged in this Master Plan have been completed. At that time it 
may be more readily apparent whether restoration is or is not in the best interests of 
the Square. 

2. Liberty Bell 

Because of its happily prophetic inscription, its long history of association with 
Independence Hall, and the almost human frailty exemplified in its crack, the 
Liberty Bell has come to hold a place in the affections of the American people, equal 
to, if not even greater than, that of lndependence HaJJ itself. For this reason, any 
decision to move the bell from its present location must be taken with caution and 
justified in terms of the bell's own needs rather than the side benefits that may arise 
from the move. 

The bell's present location, which it has occupied almost uninterruptedly since 1897 
(touchable since 1917), is no longer satisfactory. The space is not large enough for 
the crowds, nor can visitors be successfully disposed around it as long as it stands 
inside the rear door of the Hall. The situation will be much worse when the second 
floar is open to the public again, since the bell stands close to the foot of the stairs. 
Congestion, noise and unregulated flow make for an often frustrating experience. 
especially for children. 
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There have been severa l suggestions as to the best method of exhibiting the Liberty 
Bell. Among them the one which seems to offer the least violence to the traditional 
association of building and bell, yet meets the need for more space and better circu­
lation, is to place the Liberty Bell in the west room of Independence Hall, across the 
hall from the Assembly Room. The architectural setting has great dignity; the arch­
ways provide a natura I means of directing the flow of visitors; the bell is still touch­
able and photographable. 

3. Restriction on Use 

A degree of uncertainty exists as to the !imitations that should be placed on use of 
the Independence Hall group and the Square for patriotic ceremonies, public meet­
ings and demonstrations, entertainments, television programs, advertising and pub­
licity photographs, and other forms of noninterpretive use. In the public interest, 
every effort should be made to divert inappropriate activity to the more appropriate 
Independence Mall. It should be clearly the Service's policy, as official custodian of 
this property, that preservation and interpretation of these structures come first; 
for the rest, the Service should work out with the city, as actual owner, rules govern­
ing use of the Square and buildings on it for other purposes. 

COORDINATION OF HISTORICAL PRESERVATION AND RESEARCH 

Independence National Historical Park has several unique advantages which point to 
its possible role as the focal point for the Service's activities in the field of historie 
preservation, as set forth in the Historie Preservation Act of 1966. It is located in 
Philadelphia where interest in preservation is high and opportunities for study of 
l 8th and l 9th century buildings are particularly favorable, owing to the large 
number of surviving structures. The park's own study resources are unusually 
good, including about 70,000 artifacts recovered during some 20 professionally 
conducted archeological projects in the area ; several thousand pieces of architec­
tural and paint evidence salvaged from early Philadelphia buildings; and a reference 
library which contains, in addition to 3,000 volumes on early American history, 
some thousands of photographs, 500 reels of microfilm, and historical data files 
compiled in the course of research on the park's resources. Within close proximity 
are several outstanding libraries and historical callections, while the research re­
sources of New York and Washington are within easy reach. Manuscript collections 
af the Historical Saciety of Pennsylvania, the Library Company, and the American 
Philasophical Society concentrate in one locality three of the country's most valu­
able bodies af materials on the period af the American Revolution. Nearby , the 
Presbyterian Historical Society (alsa known as the Department af History of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the United States) has just maved manuscript col­
lections, containing over 400,000 letters, into a fine new period building. The 
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Society has been officially made the records center for the church. The American 
Catholic Historical Society has similar plans for another nearby historie building. 
This strong pulse of historical scholarship is rapidly mak1ng Philadelphia the mecca 
for study of the American Revolution. Finally, there isa natura! association in the 
public mind between Philadelphia and the American Revolution, as symbolized in 
Independence Hall. 

The opportunity exists to build on this identification by establishing within lnde­
pendence National Historical Park an institutional center for historie preservation. 
This center would group together the several field operations of the Office of Arche­
ology and Historie Preservation already in Philadelphia, adding an American Revolu­
tionary Field Office of the Division of History. In general terms, this center would 
provide the following services; 

I . Coordination of preservation activities in the Northeastern United States. 

2. Park history studies, American Revolution and Federal period. 

3. Historical information services relating to the same period, involving 
research, publications, anda union catalogue of Revolutionary documents. 

4. Architectural and building studies and investigations, restoration plans 
and drawings, and project supervision. 

5. Archeological studies and investigations and project supervision. 

6. Orientation and training of specialists in early building crafts; historical 
orientation for managers and interpreters of Revolutionary sites. 

7. Ca.ordination and support through research, report preparation, and 
publication of the Philadelphia 1976 Bicentennial Corporation's pro­
grams, and those of Boston and other communities planning to observe 
the Bicentennial of American lndependence. 

Creation of such a center would not only consolidate and strengthen existing arche­
ological and architectural programs of the Service, it would also facilitate the opera­
tions of the proposed Historie Building Crafts Center to be located in Philadelphia. 
The pooling of technical and professional knowledge of a highly important period 
would certainly produce significant improvement in the Service's ability to prepare 
for the approaching Revolutionary Bicentennial. 

Further, this center would be of immeasurable benefit in establishing the helpful 
atmosphere of cooperation between the Service and outside agencies and institutions 
contemplated in the Historie Preservation Act of 1966. Nowhere is such cooperative 
eff ort more urgently needed than in the section which will feel the full impact of the 
Bicentennial years (1974-1983). 
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Consideration should be given, at the earliest possible moment, to the establishment 
of the center outlined herein . Since the amount of additional office space required 
would be relatively small, no new building would be required to accommodate it. 

DEVELOPMENT NEEDS 

Of necessity, the park's principal effort has been until now focused on demolishing 
unneeded buildings to create open space around historie buildings, and on restoring 
those structures which have been retained. The present landscaped grounds, setting 
off key buildings, evidence the Service's commitment to the concept of urban open 
space. Measured against what was there before, these efforts represent a job well 
done; but from the standpoint of the park's ultimate purpose, the job is only half 
finished. 

In order to give real meaning to the structures which have been so faithfully and pains­
takingly restored, this plan proposes development of the following facilities for their 
interpretation and for the varied needs of the millions who come here for inspiration. 

lndependence lnterpretive Center 

A major structure of modem functional design, to be located at the southeast corner . 
of Second and Chestnut Streets. It will contain visiter information and orientation 
facilities and the park's primary interpretive center, where the American Revolution 
will be the theme. An over-street connection with the desk of the U.S. Custom House 
will permit a visiter overlook of the park and the river. Rehabilitated early buildings 
along Front Street and Walnut Street, along with several within the block, will help 
to give the area character, and will provide space for food and gift shops geared to the 
needs of visiters. 

Franklin lnterpretive Center 

A contemporary structure on the east side of Fourth Street, midway between Chestnut 
and Market Streets. This will contain an auditorium and space for permanent exhibits 
on Franklin's career. It will be supplemented by re-creation of Franklin's house and 
the court within which it was located, along with restoration of the five houses on 
Market Street flanking the entrance to Franklin Court. 

Historie Philadelphia Interpretive Center 

A modern, shelter-type structure to occupy the northwest corner of Fourth and Walnut 
.Streets, now occupied by the Irvin Building. This will house an information desk and 
exhibits on the past and present in Philadelphia's historie area. 
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Museum Education Building. A structure of contemporary design 
to be placed at the intersection of Third and Dock Streets, with 
bus parking area behind it. It would contain at least six classrooms 
and attached exhibit areas (possibly on a revolving stage), with 
kitchen, lunchroom, restrooms, and staff rooms. This building, 
besides serving a vital educational function, will give more point to 
the restored course of Dock Street itself and strengthen the visual 
connection between City Tavern and the rest of the Park. 

Old Dock Street 
in 1847 

City Tavern. Reconstructed on its original site near the northwest 
corner of Second and Walnut Streets, this late 18th century building 
will be used as a period eating and meeting place. A few important 
rooms, furnished in period, will be exhibited. 

CITY TAVERN 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
.... 

-
-

-
-
-
-

-



-

-

..... 

-
-

Graf[ House 

A reconstruction of the house on the southwest comer of Seventh and Market Streets, 
where Jefferson lodged while drafting the Declaration of Independence; attached to it, 
an interpretive wing of functional design. 

GRAFF HOUSE 

First Bank of the United States 

Exterior restoration by the Service. Interior restoration to be deferred until a suitable 
tenant can be found, willing to underwrite the restoration and carry on banking activ­
ities in the building. 

Second Bank of the United States 

Carry through partial restoration and adaptation for use as Portrait Gallery of Revolu­
tionary Patriots and Other Distinguished Characters. 

Deshler-Morris House 

Stabilize house and grounds, and furnish as historie house museum reflecting period of 
Washington's residence in 1793-94. 

lndependence Hall Group 

Complete restoration work currently planned by 1972. Other i:estoration projects 
(Committee Room and Library, piazzas and wings of Independence Hall, the portico 
of Congress Hall, and State House Garden) to be deferred for future consideration. 
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PARK BOUNDARIES 

In order to carry out effectively the proposed interpretive programs, minimal bound­
ary adjustments are required and all but one are already authorized. The areas in­
volved are the site of the Irvin Building, the Graff House site, the Bourse Garage site 
on Fourth Street, and a portion of Area F. 

The site of the Graff House at Seventh and Market Streets, to be acquired by author­
ity of the Act of August 21, 1964, Public Law 4 77, 88th Congress, will be used to 
interpret the story of the Declaration of lndependence. Funds for acquisition will be 
appropriated, hut development of the site is to be financed with donated funds. 

Acquisition of the Irvin Building site, at Fourth and Walnut Streets, is authorized by 
the Act of June 28, ] 948, Public Law 795, 80th Congress. Amendment to this Act, 
to raise the limitation on expenditures for land acquisition in order to permit the 
purchase of this property, is now under consideration in Congress. On this site it is 
proposed to establish an interpretive center for the theme "Philadelphia, The Capital 
City." 

The Bourse Garage and adjoining properties (approximately 19,150 square feet), on 
the east side of Fourth Street between Chestnut and Market, can be acquired under 
existing authority embodied in the Act of September 18, 1964, Public Law 604, 
88th Congress. Use of this space for the Franklin interpretive center is recommended. 
The location is excellent, for it touches, without intrusion, upon the court in which 
Franklin lived and it lies along a natural route of visitor flow from the main park area 
to the historie sites north of Market Street (Christ Church, Elfreth's Alley, etc.). The 
land is available through the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority, which will de­
molish existing structures on it. In pursuance of the Act of September 18, 1964, the 
contemplated exchange of park property on Marshall's Court for this Fourth Street 
property should be carried out; to facilitate this, negotiations should be initiated as 
soon as possible for space in the U.S. Custom House to accommodate park mainte­
nance facilities, now located on Marshall's Court. 

Paramount to the park is the need for a site to accommodate a primary interpretive 
facility (American Revolution). In this respect Area F (the block east of the park) 
is most strategic, in that it lies at the junction of two major visitor access routes 
(Chestnut Street and Second Street). 

The block is also an important element in the basic design framework of the city's 
comprehensive plan, providing a bridge between lndependence Mall, lndependence 
Park (green space) and the Penn's Landing waterfront development (green space), 
as well as an opportunity to preserve and revitalize a portion of Philadelphia's 
rapidly decaying or vanishing 18th-l 9th century waterfront scene. Because it also 
encompasses the Penn Slate Roof House site (an element of an important 
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Pennsylvania story), the Service shotild join with appropriate agencies of the City of 
Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to acquire and develop this 
block cooperatively along the lines outlined in the Master Plan report. 

Such a development would involve the following elements: 

Primary Visitor Facility 

Slate Roof House Site 

Walnut-Front Street Frontage 

Bookbinders 

- National Park Service 

- Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

- Philadelphia Planning Commission­
HUD - Private 

- Private 

Parking Structure (600-800 cars) - Philadelphia Parking Authority 

Action is now pending in Congress on a bill which envisages unilateral acquisition and 
development of Area F by the National Park Service, primarily for parking. In order 
that the Service may be able to report on this bill, in light of current planning it is 
imperative that the city and State be approached to ascertain if cooperative effort is 
possible. The results of this discussion will have an important influence on the Serv­
ice's final report to Congress. 

Ownership or custody of Independence Mall is not felt to be essential to Independence 
National Historical Park. As long as the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is willing to 
maintain it no change should be sought. Should the Commonwealth desire at some 
future <late to divest itself of all or part of the Mall, the Service should then seriously 
consider assuming responsibility for at least the first block. 

Because of its strategic location in relation to the rest of Independence National His­
torical Park, the ultimate disposition of the land on which now stands the United 
States Custom House is a matter of importance to the park. The question is not of 
immediate relevance, since the Custom House is a long way from obsolescence, but 
the Service should keep before the appropriate authorities its interest in the site. In 
the meantime, use of available space il.1 the building for appropriate Service functions 
(storage, offices, etc.) will be encouraged. 

Since the Delaware Expressway lies along the projected eastern edge of the park, its 
design is naturally of interest to the Service. By depressing the roadway as it passes 
the park and Society Hill, the designers have eliminated the principal ills associated 
with riverfront highways. In regard to the various methods proposed to cover the 
"ditch" between Chestnut and Delancey Streets, the Service's position is favorable 
to the cover concept. However, something less than a full cover is preferable to 
having a "tunnel" which forces trucks hearing inflammables to detour through this 
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very section of the city. The expressway was intended to relieve such gross intrusions. 
The most important consideration is to preserve easy access from the city to Penn's 
Landing on the other side of the expressway, whether this access is across a five-block­
long cover or across Rialto-type bridges. In either case, there is no compelling reason 
for the Service to seek control of any part of the cover. As with Independence Mall, 
it may eventually become necessary as a matter of protection, but it should not be 
sought by the Service under existing circumstances. 
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PRIORITY OF NEEDS 

Proposed for accomplishment by 1974 (Bicentennial) 

LAND ACQUISITION 

lrvin Bldg. Si te I 

Fourth Street (Exchange) 

Graff House2 

LONG RANGE: 

RESTORATIQN 
AND 

REHABILITATION 

Independence Hall 

Old City Hall 

Market Street Houses 

Second Bank of U.S. 

First Bank of U.S. 
(Exterior) 

City Tavern 

Deshler-Morris House 

1 Congressional hearing under way 
2 Awaiting donated funds 

3 Possibility of non-a.ppropriated funds 

( ( ( ( ( ( ( 

INTERPRETIVE FACILITIES MANAGEMENT ACTION 

Area F- Interpretive Center Protection and Develop­
ment of Area F 

Franklin-Interpretive Maintenance Relocation 
Center 

Franklin- Residence 

Educational Center3 

Graff House-Interpretive 
Facility 

Capita! City-Interpretive 
Center 

( [ ( 

Independence Use Policies 

Historie Preservation Center 

Develop Cooperation on All 
Interpretation 
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UTILITIES 

Electric Power 

Supplied by the Philadelphia Electric Company with primary and secondary lines 
(single and two-phase, underground) throughout the park. 

A 2400-volt primary, two-phase anda 120/208-volt secondary, three-phase trans­
former vault are located both in park headquarters and in the Philadelphia Exchange. 

TV outlets are available at Congress Hall, with one I 00-amp. in the basement and 
four 50-amps. on each floor. 

Secondary power to the pump pits of the lawn sprinkler system is located in the 
park corridor (Area B), the Second Bank, and the First Bank. 

The Magnolia Garden has secondary power at quarters, 410 Locust Street, which 
furnishes flood lighting, pumps for water fountains and a drinking fountain. 

Christ Church area - Secondary power furnishes all needs. 

Gas 

Gas is furnished by the Philadelphia Gas Works, with service mains in all streets 
throughout the park (core area). 

Except for lndependence Square's outdoor lighting, maintained by the above-named 
company, no other gas service is utilized at present. 

Telephones · 

Bell Telephone Company service is available at all buildings within the park. 

A closed-circuit Motorola rental radio system is used for communications within the 
park. The base station is located in the West Wing basement of lndependence Hall. 

Heat 

All buildings (park core) are heated by steam, piped and furnished by the Philadelphia 
Electric Company. All buildings in outlying areas are individually heated by oil. 

A segment of steamlines exist between the Philadelphia Exchange and the City Tavern 
site, and will be completed and activated when heating is needed at the tavern site. 

An atmospheric control system is located in the lndependence Hall complex. Another 
is proposed for installation in the Second Bank. 
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Water 

Supplied by the Philadelphia Water Department. Service mains are available in all 
main streets throughout the park. No water storage or treatment is required. 

A complete system of lawn sprinklers has been installed throughout the park's core 
area. 

Sewers 

A complete network of sanitary and storm sewers, owned and maintained by the 
City of Philadelphia, service all buildings in the park. 

Trash and Garbage 

Collected by the park and disposed of by the City of Philadelphia. 

Fire Protection 

Fire protection is provided by fire hydrants located at strategic points throughout 
the entire park area. 

Two automatic 50 hp.-500 gpm. fire pumps for sprinkler systems are located in 
the East Wing basement of Independence Hall, and are serviced by three street 
mains. 

Fire detection systems are installed in the lndependence Hall complex, the Todd, 
Morris, Griffitts, Kid, Fling, Mcllvaine Houses, Park Headquarters, and Bishop 
White and Pemberton Houses and are connected, via lines leased from the tele­
phone company, toa console located in the West Wing of Independence Hall. 
Future extensions should include New Hall, City Tavem and the Graff House. 
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American Revolution 
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Information 
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Employees Lounges 

& Lackers 
EXHJBITS-IN-PLACE 

*2. City Tavern 
Mee t ing Place of Pa triols 

3. Carpenters' Hall (Privately-0wned) 
First Continental Congress 

4. New Hall-Pemberton House 
Military Effort 

26. Portrait Gallery 
Portraits of Patriots 

5. Congress Hall 
U. S. Congress, 1790- 1800 

6. Independence Hall 
Declaration of Indcpendence 
Constitution 
Liberty Bell 

*7. Old City Hall 
U.S. SupremeCourt, 1791- 1800 

•8. Graff House 

•9_ 
• 10. 

*11. 

Declaration of lndependence 

Parking Facility (by others) 600-800 cars 
Walnut & Front Streets Frontage (Preserve) 

Community and Visitor Services 

INTERPRETIVE CENTER Exhibits 
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Interpretation 
Information 
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17. Todd House 
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National Carl Schurz Association, lnc. 
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The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
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Structure of Architectural Merit 
Offices: NERO; PSC (DC) 

•25. First Bank of Unitcd States (Restore Exterior) 
Operational Bank-Lease 

26. Second Bank of United States 
Early American Portraits 

*12-13. Franklin Court 
*2. City Tavern 

Meeting Rooms-Period Tavern 
5. Congress Hall 

U.S. Capitol 
27. Locus! Street Houses 

Period Homes 

] J 

*28. Educational Complex 
Classrooms - Bus Parking 

29. Park Headquarters 
*30. U. S. Custom House (GSA) 

Maintenance-Storage 

J 

American Revolution Field Office 
27. Locust Street Houses 

Employee Residences 
*31. Maintenance Area 

Obliterate & Exchange Land 
26. Second Bank 

Division of Museum Services 

32. Magnolia Garden 
Memorial Garden 

HISTORIC SITES 

33. Norris Row - Office af War Department, 1790 

34. Surgeons Hall - First Surgical Theater in U. S. 

35 . Navy Office - Department of the Navy 

36. Anvil and Cross Keys Tavern - Early Tavern Site 

37. Friends School and Meeting House 

38. Clark Hall - Office of Secretary of Treasury ; 

Residence of Presidents of Continental Congress 

39. Fawcitt House - Early Residence 

40. Office ofCommissioner of Revenue of U. S. 

4 1. Sia te Roof House Si te -·William Penn 

*Proposed 
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GLORIA DEi NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OESHLER-MORRIS HOUSE 
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e;-1 1. Gloria Dei Church - Early Church 
~ 2. Rectory 
c 3. Sexton's House 
it; 4. Parish House - Sunday School -
°f! Exhibits 
~ 5. Guild House 
U 6. Cemetery 

7. Parking (Six Cars) 
8. National Park Service Property 
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I. Deshler-Morris House 
Temporary White House, 1793-1794 

(Furnished) 
18th Century Country Villa 

GLORIA DEi NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE 

[ ( ( ( { ( 

_____________ ) \__ ___ . -
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Germantown Ave. 

DESHLER ·MORRIS HOUSE 
(part of INHP) 

[ 

GENERAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

OUTLYING 
AREAS 
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February 10, 1763 

r 

March 22, 1765 -
October 7-25, 1765 

-
- June 29 , 1767 

March 5, 1770 

- May 10, 1773 

December 16, 1773 

- March-June 1774 

- September 5-
October 26, 1774 

-
February 9, 1775 

- March 23, 1775 

- April 19, 1775 

May 10, 1775 

-
June 15, 1775 

-

CHRONOLOGY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
AND 

EST ABLISHMENT OF GOVERNMENT 

Treaty of Paris ends colonial wars, leaving 
Great Britain supreme on North American 
Continent. 

Stamp Act. First direct tax ever levied by 
Parliament upon the colonies 

Stamp Act Congress meeting in New York. 
Through Declaration of Rights and Griev-
ances, declares taxation without represen-
tation a violation of the rights of the 
colonists. 

Townshend Act levies externa! taxes on 
colonial imports, including tea and re-
established customs. 

Boston Massacre. British troops fire on 
colonists. 

Tea Tax passed by Parliament. 

Boston Tea Party. 

Intolerable Acts, close port of Boston 
and provide quartering of British troops 
in American households. 

First Continental Congress adopts declara-
tion and resolves proclaiming colonists' 
rights and denouncing Parliarnent's acts 
as unconstitutional. 

Parliament declares Massachusetts to be 
in rebellion. 

"Give me liberty or give me death." 
Patrick Henry. 

Lexington and Concord. 

Second Continental Congress convenes. 

Fort Ticonderoga taken. 

Washington named Commander-in-Chief 
of Continental Army; general organiza-
tional plan for army adopted next day. 
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Versailles 

London 

New York 

London 

Boston 

London 

Boston 

London 

Philadelphia 

London 

Virginia 

Boston 

Philadelphia 

New York 

Philadelphia 



August 23, 1775 Proclamation of Rebellion - George III -' 
declares colonies to be in open rebellion. England 

September 12- Arnold's expedition against Quebec. Canada ._J 
December 31, 1775 

October 13, 1775 Congress authorizes fitting out ships; 
organizes Navy November 25. Philadelphia 

November 10, 1775 Congress resolves to raise two battalions 
ofmarines. Philadelphia -January 15, 1776 "Common Sense" - Thomas Paine's 
pamphlet terming King "Royal Brute," 
calls for independence; colonists -electrified. Philadelphia 

July 2, 1776 Congress votes independence. Philadelphia 

July 4, 1776 Congress adopts Declaration of -
Independence (signed August 2). Philadelphia 

July 8, 1776 Declaration first proclaimed publicly. Philadelphia 

December 26, 1776 Battle of Trenton - Crossing of the 
Delaware. New Jersey 

June 14, 1777 Congress adopts flag of United States. Philadelphia 

October 17, 1 777 Burgoyne surrenders at Saratoga New York -December 14, 1777- Continental Army at Valley Forge. Pennsylvania 
June 19, 1778 

February 6, 1778 Treaty of Alliance with France. Versailles -
February 25, 1778 George Rogers Clark captures Vincennes. Indiana 

September 23, 1779 John Paul Jones in Bonhomme Richard -takes British Serapis. High Seas 

March 1, 1781 Ratification of Articles of Confedera-
tion (reported in draft July 12, 1776; ..... 
formally adopted by Congress and sent 
to states November 15, 1777). Philadel-
phia and York. Pennsylvania -

October 19, 1781 Comwallis surrenders at Yorktown. Virginia 

September 3, 1783 Treaty of Peace with Great Britain (peace 
effective with prelirninary trea ty, Janu- -
ary 20, 1783). Paris 

August 1786- Civil insurrection in Massachusetts (Shay's -February 1787 rebellion). Massachusetts 

-
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-
July 13, 1787 Northwest Ordinance provides new states 

to be admitted on equal footing with old 
and prohibits slavery in northwest terri-
tory ; greatest achievement under Con-
federation. New York 

September 17, 1787 Constitution of the United States adopted 
and signed by convention, meeting since 
May 25. Philadelphia 

June 21, 1788 Ninth State ratifies Constitution; becomes Portsmouth, 

- operative. New Hampshire 

September 13, 1788 Congress under Confederation adopts or-
dinance setting place of new government 

r as New York, and fixing dates for election 
of Congress and president, and convening 
of new Congress. New York 

- April 30, 1789 George Washington inaugurated föst 
President of the United States. New York 

July 27- Department of State created by Congress - September 15, 1789 (Thomas Jefferson föst Secretary of State ). New York 

August 7, 1789 War Department created. (Henry Knox 
föst Secretary of War). New York -

September 7, 1789 Treasury Department created. (Alexander 
Hamilton föst Secretary of Treasury ). New York - September 24, 1789 Federal Judiciary Act organizes Supreme 
Court and Circuit and District Courts; 
establishes Office of Attorney General - (John Jay föst Chief Justice, Edmund 
Randolph föst Attorney General). New York 

J anuary 1, 1790 First Report on Public Credit recommends - measures for funding Revolutionary War 
debts. New York 

February 25, 1791 Report on the, Bank of the United States. Philadelphia 

November 26, 1791 First cabinet meeting. Philadelphia 

- December 5, 1791 Report on Manufactures proposes protec-
tive tariff, bounties for agriculture, and 
internat irnprovement. Philadelphia 

December 15, 1791 Bill of Rights becomes part of Constitution. Philadelphia 

April 22, 1793 Washington's Neutrality Proclamation keep-
ing United States out of French Revolution-- ary War. Philadelphia 

A-3 -



t.J 
Chisholm vs. Georgia, first judicial test of 
Constitution. Philadelphia 

July- November 1794 Whiskey Rebellion over excise tax - its -i 
suppression occasions show of national 
power. Pennsy lvania 

November 19, 1794 Jay Trea ty. Second trea ty of peace with ....; 

Great Britain, test of executive prerogative 
by House over ratification (1795). Philadelphia 

March 8, 1796 Hylton vs. United States. Supreme Court 
-i 

upholds constitutionality of Act of Congress. Philadelphia 

September 17, 1796 Washington's Farewell Address - set prece- -<lent against third term and permanent al-
liances with foreign nations (later basis for 
Isolationism). Philadelphia 

' -
March 4, 1797 John Adams inaugurated second President 

of the United States. Philadelphia 

October 18, 1797 XYZ Affair. Culmination of bad relations 
with France nearly leads to war ("Millions 
for Defense but not a cent for tribute"); 
undeclared naval war follows. Paris 

May 3, 1798 Navy Department created. Philadelphia 

June 18- Alien and Sedition Acts, aimed at interna! 
July 14, 1798 dissent and strengthening of Federalist 

control - boomerang. Philadelphia 

November 16, 1798 Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions raised - ..... 
December 24, 1798 question of arbiter of constitutionality; Richmond, Va. 
November 22, 1799 "nullification" doctrine bom. Frankfort, Ky. 

December 3, 1800 Federalists lose presidency in balloting held -
this <late. Washington, D.C. 

-
-
-
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