
Big Hole National Battlefield

Junior Ranger Activity

m M s %
This booklet contains activities that you can complete to

earn a Big Hole Junior Ranger badge and certificate.

Grades 1,2: complete pages 1, 2, 3, and 11 
Grades 3, 4, 5: complete pages 1, 4, 5, 6, and 11 

Grades 6, 7, 8: complete pages 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11
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SAFETY FIRST!
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To learn how to stay safe while you visit Big Hole Battlefield, 
unscramble the following sentences.

☆ animals plenty room of Give--close don’t too get!

!

❖ Be by river the careful, you so in fall don’t.

the animals never Please feed.

___________________________________________ . They need to
eat wild food to stay healthy.

WE RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE! IF YOU NEED HELP, 
ASK A RANGER. WE LL DO OUR BEST TO HELP!

on stay the Please trails.
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CHECK IT OUT!!
Check out the Museum, vista room, and lobby to find the 
objects below. Put a V by the picture to show you found it, 
then decide who used each one. Write “NP” if a Nez Perce 
used it, or “S” if a soldier used it. You might have to draw the 
dot-to-dot first!



W hat land of house is warm in winter, cool in 
summer, and easy to carry with you? D o the 
DOT-TO-DOT to find out!
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Get down and DIG IT!
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Do you ever wonder how people know what happened more 
than one hundred years ago? There are lots of different kinds 
of clues about what happened before anyone living today was 
even born! But—no matter what kind of clues you’re looking 
for, when you’re looking into the past, you have to DIG IT!

Books, letters, and diaries are great ways to 
learn about past events. Look in the museum for 
Colonel G ibbon’s official diary. You might think 
digging is easier than reading his handwriting!

Photographs can tell lots, too. The first black and 
white cameras were being used in the west about 1 847. 
This is a picture of Billy Edwards, one of the civilians 
who came with the soldiers to fight the non-treaty Nez 
Perce in the Big Hole.

Really digging in the dirt is what 
ARCHEOLOGISTS do. They look for clues 
about how people lived, what they ate and wore, 
even whether they were sick or well.

EXCAVATIONS are the holes archeologists dig. They are very  
careful and dig slowly so they don’t destroy any clues.

STRATIGRAPHY is the study of the layers of soil in the earth.

ARTIFACTS are things made by humans, like arrowheads, 
shoes, toys, computers, and beads.



L o o k  in  t h e  M u s e u m  a n d  V is t a  R o o m  f o r  t h e  a n s w e r s .
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1. T h is R _____________ is th e  k in d  th e  so ld ie rs  w ere
using .

2. T h is item  belonged  to  Penahw enonm i, o r  H elp ing  
A n o ther. I t  is m ade w ith  k n o ts , b eads, a n d  m eta l 
p ieces a n d  h e lp ed  h e r rem em ber im p o rta n t da tes.

______ L _______ o r c o u n tin g  s trin g .

3. T here  a re  5 p o u ch es o r p o ck ets  in  th is  b lack  a n d  
ta n  bag. So ld iers ca rr ied  th e  bag, a n d  p u t food, 
tobacco , a n d  p e rso n a l item s. T hey u se d  th is  bag  
because  they  d id n ’t have backpacks.

V

4. H e w as th e  y o u n g est m em ber o f th e  L ooking 
G lass b a n d  to  figh t in  th e  B a ttle  o f th e  Big H ole.
H e h e lp ed  o th e r  w a rrio rs  c a p tu re  a n d  tak e  a p a r t  th e  
c an n o n . H is N ez Perce nam e m ean s “B ird  
A lig h tin g ” a n d  is spelled :

___________________  THOLEKT

5. T h is m an  w as in  charge  o f th e  so ld ie rs  w ho  
fo u g h t here . H e w as a C ivil W ar v e te ran , a n d  w as 
w o u n d e d  in  th e  B attle . H e w as

CO LO N EL_______________________________ N.

6. C h ief Jo sep h ’s co a t is m ade  o f _________ w ool.

I t  h a s  W  e rm in e  sk in s  o n  th e  sleeves.



WHO FOUGHT HERE? Fill in the blanks to discover who 
fought the Battle of the Big Hole. Use the list of words below.

The Ni-Mii-Pu (nee-MEE-poo) was one of many groups of

American____________ who lived in the northwest for

_____________of years. In 1805,_________ and _________

met some Ni-Mii-Pu when they were_______________ the

west. French trappers also met the Ni-Mii-Pu and called them

by th e________ name “Nez Perce” (NAY purSAY) because

some of them had pierced their________ . Most people call

them the Nez Perce (nez PURSE) today. The English names of

some of their famous leaders were Chief____________ , Chief

Looking Glass, and Chief__________ Bird.

The soldiers were mostly young________ who enlisted in the

Army. Some of the___________ were immigrants who had

moved from Germany,___________ , or Scotland. Most of the

____________ had fought in the Civil________just 10 years

earlier. Because the troops walked instead of riding horses, 
they were called____________ .

Officers French France exploring thousands
Lewis noses War Indians Clark
men Joseph Infantry White soldiers
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USE THE ALPHABET CODE TO UNCOVER CLUES 
ABOUT ARCHEOLOGY AT BIG HOLE!

A B C D E F G H I I K L M

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

_____________________________ are  sc ien tis ts  w h o ____________
1 18 3 8 5 15 12 15 7 9 1 9 2 0  19 19 20 2 1 5  25
peop le  a n d  c u ltu re s  o f th e  p a st.

M ore th a n  1 0 0 0 ______________________ from  t h e _______ H ole B attle
1 18 20 9 6 1 3 20 19 2 9 7

w ere  fo u n d  w h en  a rch eo lo g is ts  s tu d ie d  th e  b a ttle fie ld  in  1991.

An e n t i r e ______________ __________________w as fo u n d
20 18 15 23 5 12 2 1 25 15 14 5 20

w h en  arch eo lo g ists  d u g ___________________
5 24 3 1 22 1 20 9 15 14 19

o n  th e  b a ttle fie ld .

A rcheo log ists  have  to  be p rep a red  to  g e t______ a n d __
8 15 20 4 9 18 20 25

w h en  th ey  w ork , a n d  som etim es th ey  f i n d _________________ !!!
14 15 20 8 9 14 7

A rtifac ts  t e l l _________________a b o u t an c ien t people . N ever m ove
19 20 15 18 9 5 19

o r d is tu rb  a rro w h ea d s , beads, o r p ieces o f _________________ th a t
16 15 20 20 5 18 25 

y ou  fin d  o u ts id e . You m ig h t m ess u p  th e  clues. In s tead , te ll a 
p a rk  ra n g e r o r call th e  c lo ses t u n iv e rs ity  archeo logy  o r h is to ry  
d e p a rtm e n t.
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To figure ou t how  STRATIGRAPHY works:
© PRETEND you  drop a dim e on  the ground  
^IMAGINE grass growing over it

Leaves b low ing over itW 
Snow falling on  it $

©  years pass by.

WHERE IS YOUR DIME? 
It’s several inches deep by 
now , and grass roots have 
grow n over it. Soil has 
form ed over it, too. As 
m ore tim e p asses, i t ’s 
buried deeper and deeper 
under the surface.

T o d a y’s soil level, area is city park.

Soil level in 1970, area was backyard.

Soil level in 1910, area was cornfield.

U sually, artifacts deeper in  the earth are older than  
th ings on  the surface, or close to the surface. Studying  
th is is  called  stratigraphy. It helps archeologists figure 
ou t how  old  an artifact is  w hen they find it in  an 
excavation.

QUESTION: If som eone dropped a quarter 50 years 
AFTER you  dropped a dim e, w ould  future archeologists  
find  it above  or below  the dime?????
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TEST YOUR SKILLS AS AN ARCHEOLOGIST! Look at 
the picture o f each excavation. Circle the answer you

think tells w hat happened long ago in  
each place.

You FOUND: 
imparts o f a  rifle  
^ b u lle ts
A piece o f le a th e r  w ith  “U S” s ta m p e d  o n  it 

W h a t ’s  y o u r  b e s t  g u e s s ?
A. Som eone lo s t h is /h er rifle  a n d  am m o here.
B. A so ld ie r w as fig h tin g  here.
C. T h is w as once a ta rg e t range.____________
You f o u n d :
> b e a d s  
>-charcoal
I s m a i l  p ieces o f p o tte ry  
>*small p ieces o f s tr in g

W h a t ’s  y o u r  b e s t  g u e s s ?
A. So ld iers cam p ed  h ere  once.
B. A n A m erican  In d ia n  fam ily  cam ped  here.
C. A b la c k sm ith ’s sh o p  w as here.___________

You FOUND: >*a v e r y  la r g e  s k u l l
> a  s to n e  kn ife  b lade  
>*long sk in n y  bones 
> a n  s to n e  sp ea r p o in t

W h a t ’s  y o u r  b e s t  g u e s s ?
A. A b iso n  (or buffalo ) d ied  o f d isease  here
B. H u n te rs  sh o t a b iso n  h ere  10 y ears  ago.
C. H u n te rs  k illed  a bu ffa lo  a n d  b u tc h e re d  it  for 
m ea t a n d  h ide  here.

T/F A R C H E O L O G Y  IS  
C O O L!
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STUMP THE JUNIOR RANGER! Test your knowledge
of the National Park system. There might be more than one answer.

1. The oldest U.S. national park is in Montana, Wyoming, and 
Idaho. It is famous for geysers, hot mineral springs, and wolves. It 
is:

a. Grand Canyon National Park
b. Denali National Park and Preserve
c. Independence National Historical Park
d. Yellowstone National Park

2. The national park area which protects the highest mountain in 
North America is called:

a. Mt. Rainier National Park
b. Mt. Rushmore National Memorial
c. Great Basin National Park
d. Denali National Park and Preserve

3. National battlefields protect places where important battles were 
fought. They also help us remember the price of warfare. W hat is 
another national battlefield (besides Big Hole)?

a. Yosemite
b. Little Bighorn
c. Ford’s Theater
e. Gettysburg

4. To get a job as a park ranger when you grow up, you should try 
to:

a. Get your college degree
b. Call the President and ask for the job
c. Volunteer at your local city or county parks
d. Introduce yourself to every park ranger you see



D R A W  Y O U R  FAVO RITE T H IN G  A T  BIG  
H O LE. Ask the Ranger for crayons!
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