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disappear from the everglades. How: 

-if are allowed to grow unchecked hy fire, they will 
shade the pines and kill them; 

... if hardwoods are allowed to grow before tbe 11shading out" point, 
fire may rage through the area and, having so much fuel, kill the 
pine trees as well as the hardwoods; 

-if fire comes at regular intervals, the young hardwoods will die 
out and the pine trees survivt: because they are fire .. res is tant • 

With this background in mind, try these activities: the pine trea will be 
the center of the circle (or a atudent may be selected to play the pine tree). 
One child i.a chosen as fire. The rest of the children form a circle aroun.d 
the tree repregent young hardwoods. The fire on the outside of the 
circle attempts to break through the hardwoods to the pine. The fire is 
only stopped if tapped by two hands (of same tree or two different trees). 
The fire three minutes to accomplish its task. If the fire gets through, 
he becomes the pine tree increase and hardwoods are reduced in number). 
If the fire does not get through, then the £ire becomes a hardwood. and the 
game must start all over. 

(8) 

You will need the following 
l. Colot·ed c.onstruc tion paper or assorted color ti.ssue papers 
2. Ink Rollet'"s 
3. Printing ink 
4. Old newspapers (to keep picnic tables clean} or sponges to wipe tables clean. 

Have students collect leaves of different shapes t sizes, and textures. Students 
should place the leaves face- down ('rough side up) and roll printing i.nk on 
them. Place the pa.pet' ovet' the inked leaf (do one at a time) and press down 
until clear print comes out. 

Discuss overl.apping of prints and color. Contrast ink. paper, and composHion. 

Students should increase their awareness of senses other than sight in this 
ac tivitv. 

Ask each person to find a rock and to examine it carefully. Tell them to get 
to know their rock as if i.t were the:i.r best friend. Then ask eve·ryone to 
pass their rocks to you. Pass the rocks back out to your right and have 
them identify their rock. After all the rocks have been identified. take 
the rocks back up. Now have the students close their eyes, and identify their 
rock by its texture. 

Do not tell them in advance why they are feeling the stone and emphasize the 
importance of not looking at the stone. After everyone has his or her rock 1 

tell them that this is the·f.r pet rock, and may do whatever they want with 



it. Suggest that they give it to a special friend without that friend knowing 
where the rock came from. 

(10) ldentifyina E!.tll ~ Natural Object 

The purpose of this activity is to encourage th~ students to learn t~ identify 
with nat\lre. It can also be used as an ice·breeker. 

As the students walk along the trail ask each person to pick up a natural 
object that reminds him or her of themselves. Tell them that t~ese objects 
~111 be uned in an activity. 

In a clearing have the group sit in a circle) talk about why activities are 
done in a circle. Ask the group what they usually say to a person when they 
are first introduced (name, school, etc.) . Then ask them how much about 
t hecnaelvea these things really tell (not very much). Tell them that this 
time they're going to introduce themselves a little differently. Ask them to 
tell what they are really like by comparing themselves to the object. The 
leader should go first, and every student in the group should have a turn. 
!ncourage openness by being open yourself. Explain beforehand that you do 
not want ecientif ic definitions and do not allow them. By asking leading 
questions, the leader may guide those-participants who have trouble. Always 
be encouraging~ 

(11) Angles 

Thia activity increases sensory awareness and illustrates that any object 
has more than one aide to it. 

Have the group sit in a circle. The leader picks up a natural object. such 
as • pine cone, and passes it around the circle. As each person receives 
the object, he must describe it from a different point of view. Encourage 
participants to uae senaee other than their sight. Imagination on the part 
of the leader is a must. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

The following rules ~nd regulations will help your field trip run more 
smoothly: 

(1) The park and your 
accompany each class. 
workshop at Everglades 
school year. 

school system require that one qualified teacher 
A qualified teacher is one who has participated in a 
National Park either this school year or last 

(2) Your students must eat lunch at the picnic area at Long Pine Key. 
No picnicking at Royal Palm is permitted. 

(3) No food of any kind is allowed on the trails.. !he temptation to feed 
animals is simply too great. Violations of this rule can result in 
dis~iesal from the park. 

(4) Students should not be allowed to purchase soft drinks or food at 
Royal Pslm. "."hey should all bring food and drink with them. 

(5) Have your day ' s ageocla planned prior to arrival. The workshop you attended 
should have provided you with some ideas and tools to plan yout" day. Rangers 
will help and ....,ork within your planned framework. 

(6) WhP.n you arrive at the Visitor Center, ask a uni formed person to phone 
the Envlronroenta 1 Education Group t:o come meet you . 

(7) When a ranger~na turalist joins you 8nd your group, please inform him/h~r 
of your agenda. Eve::-y attempt will be made to assist, but your day should be 
pl4nned so that you could conduct your activities unassisted. !n general. 
rangers will anticipate an ac tive role at Royal Palm. and a supportive role 
at Long Pine Key. 

(8) Collecting of any type within the park h not permitted. 

(9) The throwi ng of any objects at the wildlife is not permitted. Violations 
of this rule can result in dismissal from the park. 

(10) Tf you are using a Dade County bus~ the n~ximum csrrying capacity is 72 
(including teachers). Please do not ti-y to extend this U.mit. You will be 
esking the drivei- to jeopardize hts/h~r license. 
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FIBLD TRIP FOLLY (or R<M TO INSURE TUE FAILURE OF YOU"i 
nEt.J> TRIPS) 

1. Do not bother preparing your students for what they are to see 
and experience. 

2. Ignore until the last minute mere details concerning transportation, 
inaurance, parental approval, school adtflinistration cooperation and 
sanction, and other mundane items such as suitable clothes. 

3. If you travel by bus, do not take the trouble to look at things 
along the way. After all, if you do this. the students might learn 
something while travelling. What is better--"one-hundred bottles of 
beer on the wall," or an understanding of the area baing driven through? 

4. When a car caraYan is used, you (in the lead car) should spring out 
at each atop, go to the particular instruction spot, and start talking 
at once to the few breathless students who have raced after you. · If you 
do this properly, you can be finished and back in the lead.car before 
the last car of the caravan has caught up and its students disembarked. 

S. Since you are so good, you obviously do not need to go over the 
route caref11tly, prepare a route log with highlights and stops speci­
fied, or d~ other preparatory work. It is only those people who have 
run many field trips who persist in such silliness. 

6. When hiking the trails, get the youngsters strung out as much as 
possible; then they will not be close enough to hear you or ask questions. 

7. Do not pay any attention to the fact that there are resource 
people as close as the nearest telephone who would be glad to assist 
you with planning the trip. 

8. After the field trip is over, put it out of your mind~ and for 
Pete•e sake do not review it with your students . 

9. If you faithfully follow theae instructions, you too can join the 
ranks of those who know from experience that field tripe are nowhere 
near as valuable as cut-and-dried classroom instruct1.on. Agassiz did 
not know what horrible things he started when he saidt "Study nature, 
not books. 0 

(from Wilson Clark at Eastern Montana State College, Billings) ' 
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A child's world is fresh and new and beautiful, full of wonder and excitement. 
It is our misfortune that for most of us that clear-eyed vision, that true 
instinct for what la beautiful and awe-inspiring, is dimmed and even lost 
before we reach adulthood. If I had influence with the good fairy who is sup­
posed to preside over christening of all children I should ask that her gift 
to each child in the world be a sense of wonder so indestructible that it would 
last throughout life, as an unfailing antidote against the boredom and disen­
chantment• of later years, the sterile preoccupation with things that are 
artificial, the alienation from sources of our strength. 

If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder with.out any such gift 
from the fairies, he needs the compa.nionehi.p of at least one adult who can 
share it, l'edlscoverlng with him the .12.l• excitement and mystery of the wor-ld 
we live in. Parents often have a sense of inadequacy when confronted on the 
one hand with the eager, sensitive mind of a child and on the other ha.od wlth a. 
world of complex p~sical nature, inhabited by a lift- so various and: unfamiliar 
that it seems hopeless to reduce it to order and knowledge. In a mood of self 
defeat, they exclaim, "How can I possibly teach my child about 
nature--why, I don't even know one bird from another 111 

r sincerely beli~ve that for the child, and !or the parent 
seeking to gulde him, it is not half so important to know as 
to feel. If facts are the seeds that later produce knowledge 
and wisdom, then the emotions and the impressions of the 
senses are the fertile soil in which the seeds must grow. 
The years of early childhood are the time to prepare 
the soil. Once the emotions have been aroused- -
a sense of the beautiful, the excitement of the new 

admiration or love- -then we wish for knowledge . 
and the unknown, a feeling of sympathy, pity~ • 

about the object of our .emotional response. , fl 
Once found, it has lasting meaning. If is more 'fA j 
important to pave the way for the child to know ,fC::..,.~ 

than to put him on a diet of facts he is not ready( ~ 
to assimllate. 

' \. 
Rachel Carson 
A Sense of Wonder 
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