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WINTER STUDY 1995

This past winter saw the completion 
of Isle Royale's 37th annual Winter 
Study monitoring program of the wolves 
and moose, a cooperative venture be­
tween Isle Royale National Park and Dr. 
Rolf Peterson at Michigan Technological 
University. Population surveys of both 
the wolf and moose were completed dur­
ing the monitoring period (mid-January 
to Feb. 28, 1995). The results were not 
particularly surprising, although a few 
events are of particular interest.

The highest wolf count during the 
surveys was 16, as compared to 17 
wolves from a year ago. Three wolves 
died since last year and two new pups 
were born in the East Pack (the only suc­
cessful reproduction). The two "orphan" 
pups from the Middle Pack which were 
live-trapped and radio-collared in May, 
1994, survived to the winter and ap­
peared to be doing well. However, one 
of these wolves, a female, who had 
paired off with a male and appeared 
poised to become a breeding pair, ven­
tured into the East Pack territory and was 
killed by the East Pack in early Febru­
ary. The East Pack alpha female pro­
ceeded to feed upon the dead wolf, an 
event never before witnessed on Isle 
Royale by Dr. Peterson. Shortly thereaf­
ter the East Pack alpha female disap­
peared, and is presumed dead. Thus, the 
current wolf count stands at 14, with the 
population organized into three packs 
and four loners.

Meanwhile the moose population 
continues to increase dramatically. The 
estimated moose count now stands at ap­
proximately 2400, up from 1800 of a 
year ago. This estimate is the highest 
count since organized surveys began in 
1945.

Whereas the ongoing debate as to 

the cause of the wolf decline continues, 
the population has reached an impor­
tant point which should help to both 
clarify the underlying causes of the 
continued poor reproduction and deter­
mine the long-term fate of the Island's 
wolf population. A new generation of 
wolves is assuming leadership in the 
alpha roles, and the key food source for 
the wolves - old moose - is increasing 
steadily. If within the next few years 
the "new generation" packs fail to pro­
duce and successfully raise larger lit­
ters of pups, the evidence for the 
problem being genetically based due to 
inbreeding problems will be substan­
tial. Conversely, if these new breeding 
pairs do increase pup production, 
blame for the decline may fall on food 
shortage and/or disease.

Whatever the outcome may be for 
the Isle Royale wolves, the benefits of 
this long-term research and monitoring 
program can never be overstated. 
Much of what is known in the world 
about wolf ecology in a natural, non­
manipulated setting has come from the 
Isle Royale studies. Whatever we fi­
nally conclude about the root cause of 
the Isle Royale wolf decline could not 
be done without the extensive popula­
tion histories we have for the wolf and 
moose populations. The importance of 
these findings will reach well beyond 
the Isle Royale shorelines, for what we 
learn from our wolf population may di­
rectly apply to other isolated predator 
populations around the world, includ­
ing those isolated on "islands" formed 
due to surrounding habitat fragmenta­
tion. In that respect, once again, Isle 
Royale clearly contributes to its desig­
nation as an International Biosphere 
Reserve.
Jack Oelfke, Natural Resource 
Specialist, Isle Royale National Park

ALAIN BRIOT

Artist-in-Residence 1994

Moose Antlers and Rock Harbor Landscape
My Artist-in-Residence stay at Isle Roy­

ale National Park in July 1994 was my first vis­
it to this beautiful and remote national park. 
My two-week stay provided me with a won­
derful opportunity to both explore the Island 
and create images which express my personal 
vision of Isle Royale. My wife and I stayed at 
the Dassler cabin on Scoville Point. During 
our stay I photographed the Island and its wild­
life, focusing on the area around the Dassler 
cabin. We also hiked up to Lookout Louise and 
to Mount Franklin, canoed to Daisy Farm and 
the Edisen Fishery and visited Rolf Peterson. 
With Rolf’s help, I was able to photograph sev­
eral of the moose skulls and antlers which are 
part of his extensive collection.

My medium is digital photography, and 
since my return from Isle Royale I have been



Moose, Wolf and Tobin Harbor Landscape

creating digital images from the photo­
graphs I captured during my residency. 
After getting my films developed, I se­
lected a number of negatives I wanted to 
work with and got them scanned or digi-
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tired, and stored on Kodak photo-CD’s. 
With this step completed, I started work­
ing on the final images, using essentially 
Adobe Photoshop, currently one of the 
leading photo-enhancing software pack­
ages. I work on a Macintosh Quadra 
840av computer to which I have added a 
number of peripherals, including a 16” 
color monitor, a CD-ROM drive, a mag­
neto-optical drive, and a dye-sublimation 
printer (among others).

My final images are printed on 
watercolor paper. The images are printed 
to my specifications, in full color, and at 
very high resolution. The use of water­
color paper as support gives them a 
unique, soft quality.

So far, I have released two limited­
edition prints of Isle Royale. These are 
printed on Rives BFK 170 lb. watercolor 
paper, and are individually signed and 
numbered. The first image is entitled 
Moose, Wolf and Tobin Harbor Land­
scape. The landscape photograph was 
taken on the trail which leads to Suzy’s 
cave along Tobin Harbor. The moose 
antlers are part of Rolf Peterson’s collec­
tion and were photographed during my 
canoe trip to Daisy Farm. The wolf pho­
tograph was also taken by me, but not on 
Isle Royale. Given the uncooperative na­
ture of wolves when it comes to being 
photographed, I decided to visit the Inter­
national Wolf Center in Ely, Minnesota, 
and spent several days photographing the 
members of their captive pack. The wolf 
in Moose, Wolf and Tobin Harbor 
Landscape is Lucas, the alpha male of 
the International Wolf Center captive 

pack. It is a timber wolf similar to the 
wolves on Isle Royale.

The second image, Moose Antlers 
and Rock Harbor Landscape, includes 
a second pair of moose antlers from Rolf 
Peterson’s collection. The landscape 
photograph was taken near Rock Harbor, 
along the trail from Scoville Point to 
Rock Harbor. The colors of the original 
photograph were altered on the comput­
er. The resulting colors, oranges, mauves 
and soft greens could never be captured 
by film alone. The same effect was used 
in the photograph of Tobin Harbor, mak­
ing these two prints complimentary to 
each other. The antlers are semi-trans­
parent, so as to show the landscape un­
derneath them. Black and white 
reproduction does not fully do justice to 
this image.

The size of these two images is 12” 
x 18”. The price of each print is $95.00 
plus shipping and 6% sales tax for Mich­
igan residents. Order may be placed by 
calling 1-800-678-6925 or sending in the 
order form provided. These works will 
be on display at the Copper Country Gal­
lery Exhibition in Houghton, Michigan, 
on May 18 at 7:30 p.m.
Alain Briot

MEMBERS NEEDED 
FOR THE BOARD

The by-laws of the Isle Royale 
Natural History Association limit the 
term office of Board members to six 
years. This is a second call for those of 
you interested in serving the IRNHA, the 
park, and promoting long term growth 
and success. There will be openings for 
four new Board members this coming 
year.

The Board meets four times per 
year, three times in Houghton, and once 
a year at Rock Harbor for the Annual 
Meeting of the Association. Minimal 
mileage is paid for Board members living 
outside the Houghton area. There are no 
financial obligations connected with ser­
vice on the Board and your expenses con­
nected with meetings are tax deductible 
as contributions to the IRNHA. Only 
qualified voting members may become 
directors of the Association.

If you wish to run for the Board sub­



mil a paragraph describing your qualifi­
cations and reasons to the Houghton of­
fice. The address is; IRNHA, 800 E. 
Lakeshore Dr., Houghton, MI 49931 or 
call the Houghton office at (800) 678- 
6925. You may also contact any Board 
member to obtain information. Let us 
hear from you soon.
George T. Anast, MD, Chairman

PREPUBLICATION 
SALE

The Isle Royale Natural History 
Association will publish Isle Royale 
Album, A Photographic History in 
July, 1995. Produced by Tom Gale, the 
160 page book is a collection of more 
than 120 photographs from the 1860s to 
the 1940s.

Isle Royale Album captures the var­
ied activities on Isle Royale before it 
became a park. Chapters include: Explo­
rations. Mining, Commercial Fishing, 
The Resort Era, Navigation, and the na­
tional park movement (1936 fire, CCC 
camps, and park dedication).

Each chapter provides a brief over­
view of the era, full-page black and white 
photographs with captions, and excerpts 
from diaries and writings of others who 
lived and worked on the Island to illus­
trate life on Isle Royale. The book also 
contains several historically significant 

maps and illustrations of Isle Royale and 
Lake Superior from the late 1600s.

The Isle Royale Natural History As­
sociation will be offering to its members 
and friends a limited hardcover edition of 
Isle Royale Album. The book will be 
signed and numbered. The hardcover edi­
tion will only be printed to cover the pre­
publication orders. The price will be 
$29.95 plus shipping and sales tax where 
applicable. Orders will be taken up to 
May 15,1995. The book should be ready 
by mid-July. All other copies will be soft- 
cover and will be available in the Visitor 
Centers and through our mail order. The 
price on the softcover edition is approxi­
mately $24.95. The price has increased 
due to the constant jump in paper prices. 
Use the order form provided to reserve 
your hardcover copy today or call 1 -800- 
678-6925 to charge your order. We ac­
cepted MasterCard, Visa, and Discover.

MEMBERSHIP

Name Correction:
The correct name should have read: 

David Gausman, a 1987-1992 member.
Welcome to New Life Members: 

Greenlee Printing, Calumet, MI 
Kurt Hansen, Madison, WI

Special Thanks:
Gift Memberships, some of which 

will help round out our list of 50 states: 

Ron & Betty Cordes, Rigby, ID from 
Velta Anast.
Jon Batdorff, Boise, ID from James 
Coolbeth.
Mrs. JoAnn Powell, Diamondhead, MS 
from Barbara Wheeler.
Kevin Albrecht, Mesa AZ from Matt 
Cummings.
Susan Dlutkowski & David Harmon, 
Atlantic Mine, MI from Stu & Ellen 
Croll.

Memorial Gift:
In memory of Clark Woolley, who 

died in January 1995 and his late wife, 
Ellen, a gift from their daughters, Peg 
and Laurie Woolley. Clark and Ellen al­
ways thought of Isle Royale as their Par­
adise, so it is hoped they are now 
enjoying it together.
Donations to Help with Our Publish­

ing Projects:
Steven & Susan Bergin, Stevens Point, 
WI
Lisa Buss, Ft. Meyers Beach, FL 
Bradley Compton, Hadley, MA 
First National Bank of Calumet & Lake 
Linden, MI
Richard Lichte, New York, NY 
Charles White, Auburn, AL 
Lake Superior Trading Post, Grand 
Marais, MN
Edith Greene, Atlantic Mine, MI

Location of Lost Member:
John Carbott for helping to locate 

Life member Todd Moore.

Shipping Charges: 
Up to $10.00....$3.00 
$10.01-$30.00 .$4.00 
$30.01-$50.00 .$5.00 
$50.01-$$75.00 $6.00 
Over$75.00.. .$7.00 
Priority Mail add $3.00

Total purchase 
Less 10% for Members 

Subtotal 
MI Residents add 6% Sales Tax 

Shipping (see Chart) 
Added Charge for Priority Mail 

Membership Fee 
Total Enclosed

none given

Ship To:
Name
Address
City 
State  
Zip  
Phone

Method of Payment:
Visa MasterCard Discover Check
Credit Card #  
Expiration Date

Signature Required 

U.S. Funds Only
Make Checks Payable To:
Isle Royale Natural History Association
800 E. Lakeshore Drive, Houghton, MI 49931
Telephone Orders Accepted:
Phone: (800) 678-6925
Please Allow 2 to 3 Weeks for Delivery
(Listing and Prices Subject to Change)

Order Form:
Item

Isle Royale Album  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 
Quantity Price



Volunteers at the Copper Country 
Mall Community Awareness Day 

IRNHA Booth:
Becky Brown, Paul Hinzmann, Jan 
Anderson, Bob Nobles, & Brian 
McLaren

Volunteers Needed!
We need volunteers ready and will­

ing to help us with data entry, bulk mail­
ings, and manning membership-sales 
booths at fairs/festivals.

Interested? Call Ellen at 482-7860

ARTISTS-IN-
RESIDENCE 1995

There were 120 applicants for the 
Artist-in-Residence program this year. 
The three chosen are Gerald Korte, Lor­
raine Slabbaert-Norrgard, and Melanie 
Parke.

Gerald Korte is a signature member 
of the Midwest Watercolor Society and a 
past president of that organization. His 
works are in private and public collec­
tions in more than 40 states and nine 
countries.

Lorraine Slabbaert-Norrgard is a 
video artist. She will be working with 
Albert Hunter an Ojibwe poet. They plan 
on doing visualized poetry to explore the 
timeless power of the Island.

Malanie Parke is a oil painter who 

wishes to achieve an intimacy with the 
land. Through landscapes she hopes to 
interpret visually how the land affects us 
internally.

EXPLORING ISLE 
ROY ALE WINS AWARD

The new park video Exploring Isle 
Royale-An Island Wilderness has won 
the 1995 Best Outdoor Travel Adventure 
award from the Michigan Outdoor Writ­
ers Association in their Outdoor Travel 
Film Contest. The video was produced 
by the National Park Service at Harpers 
Ferry. Our congratulations for a job well 
done. The video sells for $17.95

ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the IRNHA 
will be held on Sunday July 30th, at Rock 
Harbor. The weekend plans are in 
progress.

On Saturday July 29th, interpreters 
from Project Lakewell will be at Rock 
Harbor. They will be doing programs 
and demonstrations on the French voy- 
ageurs. They will be in costume with au­
thentic reproductions of a voyageur 
canoe and bateaux.

Mary Ann Beckwith, current presi­

dent of the Midwest Watercolor Society 
and juror of the Artist-in-Residence pro­
gram will be giving a demonstration on 
Sunday.

Our meeting will begin around 2:00 
P.M. followed by the chicken barbecue 
behind the Lodge. A detailed schedule 
will be in the summer issue of the Wolfs 
Eye.

NEW SHIRTS

Ranger III $30.00

Heavyweight Fruit of the Loom 90/10 
cotton/polyester sweat shirt with full-col­
or art of the Ranger HI. Color- Cream. 
Sizes S-XL. Add $2.00 for XXL. Hanes 
Bccfy-T T-shirts $16.00. Sizes S-XL. 
Add $1.00 for XXL.
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