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Letter from the 
Superintendent

We anticipate a Record of 
Decision concerning the General 
Management Plan (GMP) from 
the Midwest Regional Director at 
any time now. If the preferred 
alternative described in the final 
Environmental Impact Statement 
and General Management Plan is 
approved, the park will begin 
implementing the provisions of 
the plan this year.

This has been a long, some­
times contentious, process. The 
park staff and planning team have 
worked extremely hard to formu­
late a plan that preserves this 
wonderful park for future genera­
tions while allowing visitor use to 
continue at approximate present 
levels and present uses.

Pressure has been enormous 
from all sides of the user spectrum 
to be sure to retain and emphasize 
their particular use, and some­
times to discontinue the use of 
others. We have had significant 
pressure to do everything within 
the park from building many 
more facilities to virtually closing 
the park to most use. If you take 
the time to read the enabling legis­
lation and subsequent wilderness 
legislation, it becomes very clear 
that the Congress intended that 
the park would serve a variety of 
uses ranging from boating on the 
waters of Lake Superior to provid­
ing docks, trails, and facilities for 
campers. The plan does exactly 
that. What the plan DOES NOT 
DO, is close the park to boaters, 
paddlers, the elderly, the handi­
capped, lodge guests, the hiker.

More on the next page...
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1998 Loon Survey Update
The annual Common Loon moni­

toring program at Isle Royale was 
completed in 1998 to maintain con­
tinuous data on the size and produc­
tivity of the island's unique loon pop­
ulation. This is the ninth consecutive 
year of the monitoring program.

1998 was a year of more intensive 
effort than previous years because it 
included participation by three 
groups: Meetz and Beckman's annual 
investigation, BioDiversity's summer- 
long research, and NPS personnel's 
on-going monitoring. In order to 
acquire the most complete informa­
tion, many locations were resurveyed 
if there was suspicion of missed juve­
niles or nesting activity. Forty-seven 
of the island's interior lakes and 33 
locations along the Lake Superior 
shoreline were surveyed between 
July 26 and September 3, 1998, either 
by boat, canoe, kayak, or walking 
along the shoreline. This combined 
effort substantially increased the accu­
racy of the survey, and recommenda­
tions have been made to continue this 
procedure in subsequent years.

Adult loons were recorded on 29 
of the 47 interior lakes and 29 of the 
33 Lake Superior sites. Juvenile loons 

were present on 14 of the interior lakes 
and 13 of the Lake Superior sites. 
Productivity among the 52 pairs was 
0.8 young/pair, higher than in the pre­
vious two years. This productivity rate 
is slightly above the range considered 
necessary for a loon population to sus­
tain itself. The average productivity of 
the 9-year loon survey (0.64 young/pair) 
is also within the range of sustaining 
the population. Ten pairs successfully 
raised twins in 1998. The total of 52 
adult pairs is above the average of 44 
for Isle Royale and the total of 41 juve­
niles is notably above the average of 28.

Suggestions to improve nesting 
success of loons in high-use areas 
include increased educational efforts to 
paddlers and powerboaters about loon 
nesting requirements and the potential 
closure of known nesting areas to 
human use until approximately early 
July of each year.

The BioDiversity group is develop­
ing an atlas of territory delineation for 
Common Loons on Isle Royale. This 
atlas, funded by IRNHA, will improve 
the accuracy of NPS monitoring efforts 
and will be useful in management 
actions regarding loons. ■



WINTER READING
We have some new titles in our collection that we think might be just the thing for your winter reading.

—A Fully Accredited Ocean: Essays on the Great Lakes 
by Victoria Brehm, Editor.

In this collection, Victoria Brehm has brought together scholars and writers 
from Canada and the United States to explore the fascinating maritime his­
tory of the Great Lakes. The essays in A Fully Accredited Ocean answer 
many questions about life, shipping, and the economy of the Great Lakes 
and offer insight and knowledge reflecting decades of accumulated 
research and study. Of special interest to IRNHA members is an essay 
entitled "The Boats That Were My Friends," on the fishing craft of Isle 
Royale by Hawk Tolson. (Hardcover, $47.50)

Letter front the 
Superintendent

—The Manitous:
The Supernatural World of the Ojibway 
by Basil Johnston.

Manitous are spirits and mysteries that infuse all living creatures, representing both 
the wonders and shortcomings of human nature. In this spellbinding 
collection of legends and spiritual teachings, the world's leading native expert assem­
bles a rich Ojibway heritage from an ancient, never-before-recorded oral tradition. 
These engrossing stories provide a window into an ancient culture, and hold great 
meaning for modem readers. (Softcover, $13.00)

.. . Continued from the last page

the photographer, and all of the 
other myriad of uses this park 
has welcomed for generations.

I stated in all of the meetings 
during the last round of the 
GMP public meetings that all 
user groups need to make an 
effort to better recognize and 
accommodate the other visitors' 
desires for a quality experience 
at the park. In other words: 
How would I like to be treated? 
This is the message I give to my 
staff on a regular basis and it is 
one that we can all embrace. 
Conte see us!

Doug Barnard 
Superintendent

HAKALA HONORED
Former Isle Royale Park Ranger Robert Hakala is the recipient of the 

National Association for Interpretation (NAI) Outstanding Senior/ 
Retired Interpreter Award for 1998. The award was presented at NAI's 
annual workshop held in October in Anchorage, Alaska.

The award is presented to an NAI member and lifelong interpreter who 
has dedicated his or her career to interpretation. Hakala is known as the 
"father of interpretation" for the U.S. Forest Service in Alaska. He was 
instrumental in the development of the first visitor center ever built on a 
National Forest: The Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center. He also 
pioneered efforts to hire women interpreters and initiated the jrf 
concept of audio interpretive messages for Alaska in the 1960's, h

Before working with the Forest Service, Hakala worked for 13 
years with the National Park Service, from 1950-55 for Isle
Royale. Since retirement he divides his time between Juneau, J 
AK and Watersmeet, MI where he serves as a volunteer for both 'wjH 
the Forest Service and National Parks.
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•GEORGE HITE 
ARLENE HOFFER 
RONALD HOLLAND
CANDICE GANCIA & JOHN HOWE 
•MR & MRS N K HUBER 
K C PUBLICATIONS. INC 
ANITA JOHNSON 
ROSEMARY B JOHNSON 
ROBERT & DONNA L KONDEK 
MR & MRS KENNETH KRAFT 
JIM & GLORIA KUSH
AMANDA GILIOTTI & MARTHA LANTZ 
STEFANIE LAWLER 
RAE LEGGETT 
JOHN LICALZI 
MARG LUFT
ROBERT & MARIA MAC FARLANE 
LAKE SUPERIOR MAGAZINE 
DEBORAH VINCENT & JAMES M AL UTA 
CHRISTINE L MANNINEN 
DAN L MATNEY 
JOHN B MCLAUGHLIN 
•BRUCE & RENIE McVEETY 
STEVE MILAS 
CRAIG A MILLER
RICHARD & LINDA MITCHELL 
•JIM & MARTHA OWENS 
SANDRA NORRIS PALMORE 
WARREN & MARIANNE PERKINS 
DANIEL & JOY ANNE RAMBO 
SAMUEL M RICE

SUZANNE RIGHETTI 
CHRISTINE ROSENBALM 
•ROBERT RUDD 
JANE & JAMES SCHAACK 
BOB & GENA SCHREMS 
ROBERT L SCHULTZ
SUSAN DONNELLY L BOB SHARKEY 
ANTHONY J & BETTY R SKOMSKI 
ALLISON D SLAVICK
THOMAS & LYNETTE SMITH 
•J.LAURIE & JOAN P SNELL 
SANDRA & CARTER SNIDER 
MAUREEN & ERIK SORENSEN 
ROBERT SPIETH 
STEVE & BETH SPONSELLER 
DENA ST CLAIR
HEADWATERS ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATION. INC 
DAVE STAWICKI
HELEN SULLIVAN 
MARK TEDSEN 
PHILLIP THOMPSON 
CAROL ANN TODD 
JUDY TROUSDELL 
LINDA L VORCE
GLEN & BARBARA WAGNER 
MARY & FRED WEISSE
CLINT & MARY WHITE 
JEFF WITTE
•DR TERRY WOOD 
WALKER & NANCY WYATT

Sustaining
MARJORIE & GEORGE BOWEN 
DAVID & SUE GOLDENBERG 
•MAURINE & DENNIS HARRINGTON 
JERRY & TRISH JONES
JAMES KACKLEY 
•DOUG & MARY LAKE 
•ROBERT & ELIZABETH RICCI 
•JAMES ROBERTSON
KAREN LEACH & CHRISTOPHER ROUSSI 
ALAN & DAVID TATE
DR & MRS JAMES E ZINS

Life
ROBERT W & LYNN AHO 
CHUCK & TAMMY ALBERT 
SHEILA ALBRECHT-IRWIN 
DR & MRS GEORGE ANAST 
RICHARD & ROSE MARIE ANDERSEN 
JANICE ANDERSON
JOHN & MARY ANDERSON 
RICH ANDERSON
ALFRED J & BETH ANGELI 
SAMUEL LIBERO ANGELI 
LYDA ELIZABETH ANGELI 
•ROGER W ANTONY 
•CHARLES ARMSTRONG 
JIM BACKUS
NANCY BAIN
JAMES & MARJORIE BARIL 
TODD BASS
SARA J BASSO
MR & MRS TOXIE E BEAVERS 
ROBERT W & PHYLLIS L BEERY 
•PHILIP W & SUSANNE BEILFUSS 
MRS JAMES BLOCKER
DAVID BLOCKER
ARTHUR & SUE ANNE BOMBRYS 
•CHARLES J & BETSY BOYLE 
PAUL T & ELSA BRENNER
MR & MRS EDWARD HILL BROWN 
JAMES T BRUCE
SANDRA BUSSE 
DORIS CAMPBELL
W STEPHEN & NANCY A CANDELL 
JOHN R CARBOTT
JILL E CASKEY
MRS TEMPLAR CAWTHORNE 
•MELBA R CLAPP
JOHN & SUE CLOVER 
MARCIA COLES 
DAVE CONN
DAVID CONNOLLY 
DICK CONTE. MD 
•PAMELA COOPER
STUART & ELLEN CROLL 
•PAULA CYPRUS
•JANET ANUTA DALQUIST 
MRS ANN B DALTON
•MR & MRS SKIP DASSLER 
D D DAVIS
DEANNA DAWSON 
RICHARD R DEGRAFF

KENRICJ DELONG 
ROBERT z JOHANNA DIEPENHORST 
JOHN DOERR 
MIKE & CONNIE DUCEY 
•ANNETTE & DAVID DUCHAMP 
•JOHN & JANET DUNN 
PAM DYKE 
EDITH H EDWARDS 
•CHARLES & MARY ELLEN FINCH 
WILLIAM L BARRY ELIZABETH FINK 
HIL & MARILYN FLOREK 
CATHY & GARY FOSTER 
SHERI LYN FOWLER 
•DR & MRS BRIAN W FOX 
•MR & MRS GEORGE FRY 
PAUL & ELLEN GABRIEL 
DONALD & AMBA GALE 
STEPHEN H GALE
THOMAS & KENDRA GALE 
CHRIS & MARGARET GALE 
•DR PHILIP R GALE 
•JAMES N GEORGE. MD 
•BRUCE MONROE A CYNTHIA GIACOBONE 
DAVID & BARBARA GILBERT 
JEFFREY GLAZER 
FRED GREENWOOD 
•MELINDA GRENIER 
•ROBERT & JEAN HAKALA 
•J EDWARD & DEBRA HALCOMB 
TOM HALL 
MARIE HALLBERG 
MR & MRS JOHN HAMAR 
JOANNE & CLIFF HANNULA 
KURT HANSEN
JOHN & HEIDI H AR LANDER 
DOUGLAS & JAN HARRIS 
PAUL & ELSIE HINZMANN 
NANCY HIRES
HELMUTH HOENIG 
JENNIFER LYNN HUDSON 
JOSHUA JAMES HUDSON 
SUE A HUNTINGTON 
DONALD W JACKANICZ 
FREDERICK W JACOBS 
BOB & NADINE JANKE 
CHARLES & PATRICIA JARVI 
•ROBERT E & BETTY JOHNS 
MRS KENNETH F KAHN 
DON & BETTY KILPELA 
KERNIE KING 
GLEN KIVELA 
JANET KOKKO
SUSAN EDWARDS & ROBERT 
KRUMENAKER 
NORMAN & GRACE KUKUK 
•MRS GERRIE KUPPER 
DENNIS LAKOMY 
MRS KENNETH R LARSON 
DR JOHN & KARLA LAWTON 
H. MARK LEPINSKE 
•ROBERT M LINN 
TOM & B J LITSENBERGER 
ROBERT & MARIA LOHRMANN 
•CHARLES F LOMAS 
HARRY C & ELOISE E LUND 
MIKE & BARBARA MADDEN 
DR EUGENE MAJEROWICZ 
JAMESE MARCELL 
JOHN MARKHAM 
JANE M MARSTON-DAVIS 
•ELAINE V. MARTIN 
KENNETH E MATZNER 
TOM MCLAUGHLIN 
•MARJORIE MCPHERREN 
ROBERT & BARBARA MCTAGGART 
KATHLEEN P MELBY 
A J & MARY MENDOZA 
GRANT & MARILYN MERRITT 
DR & MRS W A MERRITT 
TOM & KAREN MERTAUGH 
JAMESG MERTENS 
JERRY MILLER 
MARILYN MITCHELL 
RONALD T MITCHELL
RICHARD & MARGARET MOEHL 
CLARENCE J MONETTE 
TOM C. MOORE 
TODD MOORE 
RICHARD G MOSTELLER 
ALVIN J MURPHY 
MARTHA A MYERS 
PAUL A NAGY 
STEVE NELSON 
PATRICK NESS 
BOB NOBLES 
JOHN & SALLY ORSBORN 
E. MURIEL OTTO 
JANET L PARKER
SARAH BLOCKER PETERLIN

ROLF & CAROLYN PETERSON
JOAN & GARY PETHE
MR & MRS RICHARD A PICKARD
GREG & MARY PILBEAM
DR & MRS MERLE O PLAGGE 
MARSHALL & DAWN PLUMER
S. LAWRENCE & CHRISTINA POHE 
GREENLEE PRINTING
WILLIAM H. PUGH
ELINORE & HARRY G QUINN
KATHY & DAVID RAESIDE
WILLIAM RIBICH
RICK RICE
DAN & BETTY ROG AL LA
WILLIAM S. & PEARL E ROORDA
BILL & NANNO ROSE
KAY & RANDALL ROSS
SUSAN B RUDDY
MARK RUDE
JENNIFER BRANCH SAILOR
RON & DEBBIE SANDERS
DIANNE & WALTER SAPPINGTON
MRS THOMAS C SAVAGE
KENT SCHIELKE
DOROTHEA J SCHLECHTE
EUGENE J. & JANICE SCHMIDT
NOREEN A SCHOENER
ROBERT SCHULZ
MR & MRS KENNETH D SEATON
PHILIP SHELTON
MARTIN SINGER
PHIL SLAGLE
JEANNETTE & DONALD STAFFORD
LEO G STERN
•ROBERT STOTTLEMYER
NORMA LEE & DOUG STUART
JOHN G. SULEWSKI
KENNETH J & SUSAN A SUPPES
ROBERT R SWANSON. JR
RO & JK SWEENEY
ROBERT G SWENDRZYNSKI
TOM & LIZ SZPOND
DAVID TATTAN
WM PATRICK TEMPLETON
HEATHER ANNE THIEME 
•RICHARD L THOMAS
MICHAEL & KIMBERLIE THOMAS 
•DONALD THURBER
•PHYLLIS TITMUS
STEVE TRYNOSKI
DONALD UDELSON
D J SWEARINGEN & PRINCESA VAN BUREN 
•JOHN & JOYCE VAN WESTENBURG 
MICHAEL & DEBORAH WARD
TIMOTHY R WARNER
JOHN C WAUGH
CLIFFORD WETMORE
BARBARA WHEELER
CHARLES R WHITE
PETER A WIMBERG
JOHN WINN
FLORENCE WOLBRINK
RANDY YEATES
KATHY & JOE YOUNGHEIM
•CHARLIE ZAMZOW
KARL ZSILYCZOW

Others
Corporate Patron:
MEAD PAPER COMPANY

Corporate Sponsors
W.H. PUGH OIL CO.
D&N FINANCIAL SERVICES

Contributions made in memory of.
HOWARD CLARKE 
NATE KRUEGER 
ALICE MERRITT

In-Kind Contribution:
TERRI RACH. IMPACT USA

• Additional Contribution made in 1998



1998 Report to Members
MISSION STATEMENT 
The Isle Royale Natural History 
Association, in partnership with the 
National Park Service, promotes the 
public's understanding, appreciation 
and enjoyment of Isle Royale 
National Park.

VISION STATEMENT
The Isle Royale Natural History 
Association...
• Provides high quality educational 
products and services which pro­
mote an increased understanding of 
Isle Royale National Park, resulting 
in better stewardship of this unique 
park and the natural world.
• Is the primary educational partner 
for Isle Royale National Park, main­
taining excellent communication 
and cooperation with the National 
Park Service, and providing finan­
cial support for research and inter­
pretation.
• Continually expands the scope of 
its outreach by increasing member­
ship, developing a more diverse 
constituency, and promoting part­
nerships with additional communi­
ties and organizations.
• Maintains a knowledgeable, com­
mitted board which recognizes the 
need for informed leadership, fiscal 
responsibility, communication and 
flexibility critical to the success of a 
non-profit volunteer organization.

Balance Sheets for September 30, 1998 and 1997
Assets 1998 1997
Current Assets

Cash and Investments $70,478 $69,142
Receivables $2,803 $1,729
Inventory $114,105 $98,277

Total Current Assets $187,386 $169,148
Fixed Assets (Equipment) $6,151 $8,519

Total Assets $193,537 $177,667

Liabilities and Equity
Accounts Payable $5,094 $1,000

Payroll debilities $361 $0
Sales Tax Payable $42 $0

Total Current Liabilities $5,497 $1,000
Equity $188,040 $176,667

Total Liabilities and Equity $193,537 $177,667

Statement of Income and Expense for Years Ended September 30:
Income 1998 1997
Sales Income $131,958 $114,694
Member Dues $20,867 $17,676
Donations/Grants $11,442 $7,738
Other Income $2,290 $4,754
Total Income $166,557 $144,862

Expense
Cost of Goods Sold $65,036 $57,729
Operating Expense $85,349 $83,790

Total Expense $150,385 $141,519

Net Annual Income $16,172 $3,343

Aid to Isle Royale Natl. Park $11,423 $9,847

Net Increase/Decrease $4,749 ($6,504)

HIGHLIGHTS
In 1998 IRNHA...
• Published Superior Wilderness: 
Isle Royale National Park, a com­
plete natural history of the island by 
Napier Shelton.
• Published the first Isle Royale 
National Park newspaper, The 
Greenstone. This 12-page, full color 
newspaper offers visitors and poten­
tial visitors all the information they 
need to plan a trip to Isle Royale in 
a single publication.
• Signed a Memorandum of 
Agreement with Keweenaw 
National Historical Park. Under the 
terms of this agreement IRNHA will 
serve as a cooperating association 
for this new national park in the 
same way we have served Isle 
Royale National Park for over 40 
years.
• Completed the research and writ­
ing of our upcoming book, The

continued on page 4

Aid to Isle Royale National Park 1998

Cash Contribution
Greenstone Newspaper $5,617
Designer Fee for Superior Wilderness $2,600
Herbarium Exhibit for Windigo VC $1,252
Junior Ranger Workbook $676
Boating Brochure $366
Artist in Residence Program $356
Malone and Amygdaloid Exhibits $250
Interpretive Materials $123
Miscellaneous $146
Book Donations $37

$11,423
In-Kind Contributions
Staff Assistance at Visitor Centers $3,568
Administrative Assistance $1,525
Book and Map Donations $389

$5,482

Total Aid to the Park $16,905
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CALL FOR BOARD MEMBERS
It is once again time to put out the call for new IRNHA board members. 

Any current IRNHA member may nominate him/herself or another 
IRNHA member who has agreed to serve. We will be conducting elec­
tions in May and ask that anyone interested in running for the board this 
year send the following to us by March 15:
— a short biographical sketch indicating educational background and cur­
rent employment,
—a statement explaining why you believe you (or the person you are 
nominating) are qualified to hold a position on the board, 
—your name, address, and phone number.

Board members are expected to attend board meetings held four times a 
year in Houghton, Michigan. Members are also expected to actively 
serve on board committees.

Send nominations to:
IRNHA, 800 E. Lakeshore Dr., Houghton, MI 49931.

1998 Report to Members continued from page 3

Place Names of Isle Royale. The 
book, written by IRNHA Board 
member Doug Welker and IRNP 
Chief of Interpretation, Smitty 
Parratt, is due out in March, 1999.
• Raised funds and began work on 
our biggest publication project to 
date, a coffee table book which 
will include full color photographs 
of much of the art produced for the 
Isle Royale Artist-in-Residence pro­
gram. The book, scheduled for 
publication in 2000, will also 
include essays by the artists on how 
their experiences on the island have 
influenced their work.
• Raised the money for a layman's 
herbarium exhibit for the new 
Windigo Visitor Center. The herbar­
ium will offer visitors an easy plant­
identification guide for the island.
• Worked with IRNP Chief of

Interpretation and interns from 
Michigan Technological University 
to produce and publish the Junior 
Ranger workbook, which enabled 
the park to begin a Junior Ranger 
Program for Isle Royale this past 
summer.
• Increased our overall product 
sales by 15% and our wholesale 
sales by 89%.
• Began marketing our publications 
through national book distributors' 
catalogues and on-line services.
• Developed and implemented an 
IRNHA website with sales cata­
logue, membership information and 
on-line ordering capabilities. Our 
address is .www.portup.com/imha
• Completed a ten-year strategic 
plan and revised the IRNHA Articles 
of Incorporation.

Isle Royale Natural 
History Association

800 E. Lakeshore Drive 
Houghton, MI 49931 

Tel: 906-482-7860 or 800-678-6925 
e-mail: imha@portup.com 

website: www.portup.com/imha

IRNHA is a non-profit membership 
organization that assists Isle Royale 

National Park by publishing and selling 
educational materials to park visitors.

Gifts, bequests, memorials and 
memberships are U.S. tax deductible.

Membership Categories 
Individual...........................$15
Household...........................$25
Supporting...........................$50
Sustaining.........................$100
Life Membership............ $500*
Corporate Sponsor.... $ 1,000 
Corporate Patron..........$5,000

*Life memberships may be paid 
in 5 annual installments.

Board of Directors
Gary Pethe, President, Charles Boyle, 
David Duchamp, John Dunn, Nancy 
Leonard, Christine Manninen, Steve 

Merritt, Doug Welker, Charles Zamzov.

Staff
Jill Burkland, Executive Director & 
Wolf's Eye Editor; Lori Honrath and 

Lauren Rastello, Mail Order and
Membership Specialists.

http://www.portup.com/imha
mailto:imha@portup.com
http://www.portup.com/imha

