
THE MOOSE OF ISLE ROYALE:
Eight Decades after Ade Murie’s Study
by May Hindelang, Wildlife Ecologist

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Isle Royale 
Moose/Wolf Ecological Research Study, my thoughts go to those 
early naturalists who ventured to the island years ago. In particu­
lar, Adolph Murie’s meticulous and comprehensive study of Isle 
Royale conducted eighty years ago in the summers of 1929 and 
1930 has been the foundation for many of us who followed him as 
researchers.

In the spring of 1929, Michigan passed an act to survey Isle 
Royale s resources for potential future uses. The University of 
Michigan conducted the survey and the biological portion was 
placed under the Museum of Zoology where Adolph Murie was 
the new assistant curator of mammals.

It was a fitting summer adventure for young Ade Murie who 
had spent three years at the University of Michigan (1926-1929) 

becoming “burdened 
with a PhD”. His fol­
lowing two summers 
were devoted to studies 
of a little known remote 
wilderness island in 
Lake Superior. 
Previously, Ade had 
accompanied his brother 
Olaus Murie to Alaska 
in 1922-23 conducting 
caribou research, an 
experience that inspired 
his life’s work.

Although most of 
Ade’s time on Isle 
Royale was devoted to a 
study of the moose, his 
observations and trap­
ping enabled him to 
determine the presence 
or absence of the smaller 
species and he created 

an annotated list of the mammals on Isle Royale. Murie’s moose 
research was published as a professional scientific manuscript. He 
estimated that after only a few decades on the island in the 
absence of effective predators, there were well over a thousand 
moose and many of their preferred plant species were overbrowsed.

As I ventured through my doctoral research on the skeletal 
pathologies of Isle Royale moose in the early 1990s, a University 
of Michigan Museum of Zoology “miscellaneous publication” 
called “The Moose of Isle Royale” by Adolph Murie became my 
constant inspiration and reference, a copy always in my backpack 
for comparing observations or light reading by candlelight at the
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close of an exhilarating day among the moose of Isle Royale. His 
list of mammals, similar to our present list except for a rare coyote 
and lynx and the absence of wolves, kept me vigilant for critters 
smaller than a refrigerator.

With growing admiration of the work of Olaus and Adolph 
Murie, I had the great pleasure of visiting the Murie Ranch in 
Moose, WY, and spent many hours with Mardy and Louise 
(Weezy) over the years. They invited me to browse hand written 
notes and vast archives of bones and scat, and helped me locate 
the museums where they had donated more of their husbands’ 
works. Louise was particularly happy that I found Ade’s work and 
collections so helpful in my research and was enthralled with my 
photos and journal of my experiences on Isle Royale. She once 
told me that my style of studying wildlife reminded her of what 
she called “the Adolph Murie way”, witnessing the wild patiently, 
slowly, curiously; noting observations meticulously in a hand-writ­
ten journal.

Immersed in Ade’s handwritten notes of his time on Isle Royale, 
I find many observations similar to passages in my own journal. 
He never missed mention of a carcass of a moose mired in the 
mud, moose beds in cedar swamps and on ridges, reactions of 
moose encountered in great detail; or while endlessly walking the 
uplands and valleys noting asters, dogwood, fireweed, pin cherries; 
birds and small mammals scurrying around; sunrises and sunset 
and wild storms on Superior.

In 1935, Adolph Murie prepared a report on the qualifications 
of Isle Royale as a National Park. He noted that Isle Royale had 
both esthetic and scientific values of the highest order and con­
cluded that it was “unique and outstanding in many ways that 
merit action which will assure its preservation - the insular charac­
ter of Isle Royale’s flora and fauna, absence of many mainland 
forms, and distinctive mixture of boreal and southern elements in 
its biota.” On its value as a wilderness area, he wrote, “Isle Royale 
is practically uninhabited and untouched. The element of pure 
wilderness which it contains is rare and worthy of the best care. 
True wilderness is more marvelous (and harder to retain) than the 
grandiose, spectacular features of our outstanding parks. It alone 
labels Isle Royale as of park caliber.”

Ade Murie went on to become something of a legend, devoting 
32 years to the National Park Service leading pioneering studies in 
Yellowstone and Denali. He was an ecologist before the term was 
commonly used, focusing on relationships in the whole ecosystem 
rather than on single organisms. His contributions to wildlife 
research are many, but in my mind a greater gift was that Ade’s life 
inspired ways of experiencing the natural world with deepening 
desire to protect wild lands and wild creatures. Anyone who has 
ever heard of Isle Royale, or has grown to love her as I have, has 
Ade Murie to thank. ■
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KNHP Planning Visitor Center
The National Park Service at Keweenaw National 

Historical Park is making plans for its first visitor center in 
the Union Building in Downtown Calumet.

The Union Building was built in 1889 through a collabora­
tive effort of the Free 
and Accepted Masons 
and the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, 
hence the name “Union 
Building,” on land pro­
vided by the C&H 
Mining Company at the 
head of Fifth Street in 
downtown Calumet. 
While there were many 
commercial enterprises 
on the street level over 
the years, the upper 
floors were used for fra­
ternal and benevolent 
organizations’ meetings 
for more than seventy 
years.

In 1999,the 
National Park Service 
purchased the historic 
Union Building in
Calumet with the long-range goal of making it a visitor inter­
pretive facility. Keweenaw National Historical Park completed 
the first phase of the building’s rehabilitation by stabilizing 
its exterior in 2005. In 2008, the park received funding to 
begin planning the interior portion of the project. When the 
project is completed, targeted for 2011/2012 depending on 
funding, it will be the park’s first NPS-operated visitor facili­
ty and will include an information station to orient visitors to 
the park and the Keweenaw Heritage Sites, as well as inter­
pretive exhibits that will characterize “Life in a Mining Town” 
from the human perspective. According to park superintend­
ent Jim Corless, “The NPS is looking forward to welcoming 
residents and visitors alike in our ‘new’ facility,” adding that 
“should funding become available, we hope to have the 
Union Building open year-round.”

Proposed alterations to the historic structure include the 
installation of an elevator to provide universal accessibility 
and restroom facilities that comply with current building 
code guidelines. These alterations will require the removal of 

historic fabric in the 
building. The chal­
lenge is to minimize 
the impact to the his­
toric character of the 
structure.

The Office of 
Krister Olmon, Inc., 
has developed prelim­
inary concepts. In 
Value Analysis work­
shops, which includ­
ed subject matter 
experts from the 
NPS, the contractors, 
and community 
members, a prelimi­
nary preferred alter­
native was developed. 
Keweenaw National 
Historical Park host­
ed a historian's 
roundtable meeting

January 13 - 15 to discuss the national context of the 
Calumet social story and review themes, concepts and infor­
mation related to the Union Building exhibits. A document 
resulting from the workshop is posted on the park’s website 
at www.nps.gov/kewe. There is a link on the homepage for 
the Union Building project where the public can review the 
document to get an idea of the concepts being considered.

New Scholarship Honors Bob Linn
The Isle Royale and Keweenaw Parks Association has established a new scholarship in memory of our founding member Bob Linn. 

Bob was Park Naturalist for Isle Royale National Park for many years before becoming Chief Scientist for the National Park Service. The 
Bob Linn Scholarship is designed to pay tribute to Bob by providing financial assistance to students interested in nature and the environ­
ment. The Bob Linn scholarship will provide $250 to a high school senior who plans to major in biology, forestry, or earth sciences in college. 
The scholarship is open to members of 1RKPA, their children, and all students in the Copper Country Intermediate School District. The 
initial funding for the Bob Linn scholarship was contributed by Chuck Boyle and Bob and Linda Guiliani. Tax-deductible contributions to 
the scholarship fund will help us to maintain the scholarship for years to come. We encourage you to support this outreach effort.
QUALIFICATIONS:

Graduating Senior from CCISD High School or home school, or child of Isle Royale &. Keweenaw Parks Assoc, member.
College acceptance with plans to major in biology, forestry, or earth sciences.
Interest in nature and the environment as demonstrated by letter and recommendations.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS:
Letter of not more than 2 pages describing college plans, and activities and volunteer work related to nature and the environment.
Letter of recommendation from a teacher, Scout Leader, or other non-related adult.
Copy of school transcript.

Applications should be sent to Jill Burkland, Isle Royale &. Keweenaw Parks Assoc, 800 E. Lakeshore Dr, Houghton, MI 49931. 
Deadline: April 15, 2009 • For more information, please call Jill Burkland at 906-482-7860.
* Note: Children of Isle Royale or Keweenaw Park employees or IRKPA employees are not eligible for this award.

http://www.nps.gov/kewe


2008 Isle Royale & Keweenaw Parks Association Members
LIFE MEMBERS

Robert & Lynn Aho 
Shirley Ala 
David Albano
Sheila Albrecht-Irwin 
Dr & Mrs George Anast 
Richard & Rose Marie
Andersen 

John & Mary Anderson 
Richard Anderson* 
Alfred J & Beth Angell 
Lyda Elizabeth Angell 
Samuel Libero Angell 
Roger W Antony * 
Charles Armstrong * 
Jim Backus 
Nancy Bain 
James & Marjorie Baril 
Todd & Melinda Bass 
Sara & Ronald Basso 
Toxie E Beavers 
Robert & Phyllis Beery 
Philip L Susanne Bellfuss * 
Mrs. James Blocker 
David Blocker
Sarah Blocker Peterlin 
Arthur & SueAnne Bombry 
Chuck Boyle 
Jennifer Branch Sailor 
Paul T Brenner
Mr & Mrs Edward Hill Brown 
Viola Brown* 
James T Bruce 
Jane Bryan
W Stephen Candell 
John R Carbott 
Larry & Sally Carr* 
Sandra Carrigg 
Jill E Caskey

Ellen Caskey
Mrs Templar Cawthome 
Melba R Clapp* 
John & Sue Clover 
Dave Conn
Dick Conte MD 
Pamela Cooper 
Marilyn Cooper* 
Copper Island Printing 
Jean & Craig Coverdill 
David Crites & Family 
Stuart & Ellen Croll* 
Paul A Cyprus 
Janet Anuta Dalquist 
Mrs Ann B Dalton 
Mr & Mrs Skip Dassler 
Deanna Dawson 
Richard R Degraff 
Kenric J Delong
Leslie Desmond & Phillip 
Stoffregen

Robert & Johanna 
Diepenhorst

Sue Drenkhahn 
Nancy Dubrul 
Mike & Connie Ducey 
David Duchamp 
Annette Duchamp 
John Dunn* 
Janet Dunn* 
Pam Dyke
Ronald & Barbara Eckoff* 
Edith H Edwards 
Mary Ellen Finch* 
William & Barry Elizabeth Fink 
Hil & Marilyn Florek 
Cathy & Gary Foster 
Sherilyn Fowler 
Dr & Mrs Brian W Fox 
Janet Franczek

Martina Friedeberg 
Helen Fry 
Paul Gabriel
Donald & Amba Gale 
Stephen H Gale
Thomas & Kendra Gale 
Chris & Peg Gale* 
Drs. James George & 

Rebecca Morgan
David & Barbara Gilbert
Jeffrey Glazer 
Mark Gleason
Fred Greenwood
Melinda Grenier
Linda & Bob GuiUani*
Jean Hakala
Edward & Debra Halcomb* 
Tom Hall
Tina Marie Hallberg 
John & Joan Harnar* 
Kurt Hanson
John & Heidi Harlander* 
Douglas & Jan Harris 
Ross Hemphill
Jerry & Connie Hendrickson 
Paul & Elsie Hinzmann* 
Helmuth Hoenig* 
Karen Hollowood-McCoy

& John McCoy 
T C Howery 
Jennifer Lynn Hudson 
Joshua James Hudson 
Sue A Huntington 
Richard & Nancy Imm 
Rita Jack
Donald W Jackanicz 
Bob Janke
Charles & Patricia Jarvi 
James & Barbara Kackley* 
Kenneth F Kahn 

CALL FOR BOARD MEMBERS
Each year, the terms of two or three of our board members 

expire, and we are always interested in finding new people to fill 
those vacancies. If you are a current member of the Association 
and are interested in becoming more involved, consider running 
for our board. Board members serve three-year terms during 
which they are expected to attend three meetings each year, serve 
on committees, participate in fundraising, and support 1RKPA 
financially as they are able. These are volunteer positions; board 
members receive no compensation.

A major focus of the board over the next three years will be 
fundraising and membership development. Persons with experi­
ence in these areas are especially encouraged to apply.

To run in the upcoming election, please send a short biograph­
ical sketch indicating educational background and current 
employment as a well as a statement about your connections to 
Isle Royale and/or Keweenaw National Historical Park. Please 
include your address and phone number.

Nominations should be mailed no later than April 15 to 
1RKPA, 800 E. Lakeshore Dr., Houghton, MI, 49931, or submit­
ted by e-mail to jburkland@irnha.org.

Ballots will be distributed to all current members in June.

Sandra Katz 
Captain Don & Betty Kilpela 
Kemie King 
Dr.Thomas & Mrs. Debra King 
Glen Kivela 
Janet Kokko 
Paul M Kotila* 
Robert Krumenaker & 
Susan Edwards

Norman & Grace Kukuk 
Gerrie Kupper 
Doug L Mary Lake* 
Dennis Lakomy & Darlene
Frederick* 

Bill Lambert 
Steve Lane 
Alvhild M Larson 
Dr John & Karla Lawton* 
H Mark Lepinske 
Tom & Bobbi Jean

Litsenberger 
Robert & Maria Lohrmann 
Bill & Carol Ludemann 
Harry & Eloise Lund 
Mike & Barbara Madden 
Dr Eugene Majerowicz 
Christine Manninen 
James E Marcell 
Elaine Martin* 
Robert McEnroe 
Thomas McLaughlin 
Robert & Barbara
McTaggart 

Bruce & Renie McVeety 
A J & Mary Mendoza 
Grant & Marilyn Merritt 
Tom & Karen Mertaugh 
James Mertens* 
Jerry Miller 
Gall & Doug Miller 
Steve Miltz-MiUer
Ed Miner & Dee Stickley-Miner 
Marilyn Mitchell 
Ronald T Mitchell 
Richard & Margaret Moehl 
Clarence J Monette 
Bruce Monroe & Cynthia
Giacobone 

Tom C Moore 
Todd Moore 
Chauncy J Moran

James & Arleen Morrissey 
Richard G Mosteller 
Alvin J Murphy 
Birch & Patricia Lee
Musselman 

Martha A Myers 
M Stephan Nelson 
James & Laura Nelson 
Kyle Nemetz 
Patrick R Ness 
Robert Nobles 
John & Sally Orsbom 
E Muriel Otto 
Janet L Parker* 
Jim & Mare Payne 
John & Linda Peck 
Rolf & Carolyn Peterson* 
Joan & Gary Pethe* 
Richard & Diann Pickard 
Greg & Mary PUbeam 
Dr & Mrs Merle Plagge 
Marshall & Dawn Plumer* 
S Lawrence & Christina Pohe 
William H Pugh 
John & Betsy Quail 
Elinor & Harry Quinn 
Kathy & David Raeside 
Daniel Rambo 
Bill & Karen Regan* 
William Ribich 
Rick Rice
Suzanne Righetti 
James Robertson* 
Dan & Betty Rogalla 
Jeanne Romero-Severson 
William & Pearl Roorda 
Bill & Nanno Rose’ 
Kay & Randall Ross 
Elizabeth Rossini 
Robert Rudd* 
Susan B Ruddy 
Mark Rude
Ron & Debbie Sanders 
Dianne & Walter
Sappington 

Mrs Thomas C Savage 
Kent Schielke* 
Dorothea J Schlechte 
Eugene & Janice Schmidt 
Noreen A Schoener*

Barbara Schroeder
Cathy Schroeder* 
Robert Schulz
Mr & Mrs Kenneth Seaton
Philip Shelton 
Martin Singer 
Phil Slagle 
Vaughn & Terri Snook 
Dave Speranza 
Larry L Mindy Sporer 
Jeannette & Donald Stafford
Leo G Stem
Robby & Andie Stewart 
Robert Stottlemyer 
Norma Lee & Doug Stuart* 
John G Sulewski 
Kenneth & Susan Suppes 
Robert R Swanson, Jr 
David Swearingen &

Princesa VanBuren
Kris Sweeney 
Robert Swendrzynski* 
Tom & Liz Szpond 
David Tattan
WM Patrick Templeton 
Heather Anne Thieme 
Richard L Thomas
Michael & Kimberlle Thomas* 
Phyllis Titmus*
Steve Trynoski 
Donald Udelson
John & Joyce Van 

Westenburg
Jerry Van Wormer 
David S Vinton
Miriam Vinton
Michael & Deborah Ward
Timothy R Warner 
John C Waugh* 
Clifford Wetmore
Kevin & Stacey Whelan 
Charles R White
Kathryn Wilson 
Peter A Wimberg 
John Winn
Jacquleine Worden 
Randy & Beth Yeates 
Kathy & Joe Youngheim 
Charlie & Sue Zamzow 
Karl ZsUyczow

2009 Annual Meeting on the Keweenaw
At its October meeting the IRKPA Board of Directors 

voted to alternate IRKPA annual meetings from Isle Royale 
to the mainland. For the first time in recent history, this 
year’s annual summer membership meeting will be held in 
the Houghton/Calumet area July 25 and 26. The 2010 
meeting will be held the last weekend of July in Rock Harbor.

By alternating meeting sites, the board hopes to involve 
more IRKPA members, not only in the annual meeting, but 
also in special programs and social events held in conjunction 
with the meeting. Plans for this year’s membership weekend 
will be discussed at the February 28 board meeting. A 
schedule of events will be included in the next issue of 
Wolf’s Eye, will be sent to members on our email list, and 
will be updated on our website www.irnha.org.

mailto:jburkland@irnha.org
http://www.irnha.org
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SUSTAINING 
MEMBERS

Keith & Karen Abrahamson 
Steve & Judy Albee 
Scott & Lisa Belanger 
Susan Benfield 
John & Jean Bjorseth 
Ralph J Bremigan 
Joanne Broady 
Phil & Jo Ann Bryant 
Ronald Buck 
Anita & Paul Campbell* 
Richard & Wendy Chapman 
Mary & Loren Clifford 
Ronald Clise & Alexandra
Coon

Randy Coleman 
Larry & Jennifer Cornell 
Matthew Courchane 
Robert Dawson 
JohnDeLap & Tracy

Hosterman
Linda Dias 
Robert & Nancy Dibble 
Ted & Pat Doud
Susan & Chuck Dziadzio 
Sylvia Engel 
Lyndie Fabian 
David & Kathryn Fischer 
John Gale & Sandra Joos 
David Geisler 
Karen & Michael George 
Pan Godchaux 
Phylis & Jay Green Family * 
Bob Guida 
Ross Hemphill
Dave Herbster & Meredith 

Morgan
Willliam Higdon 
Lester Hintz, Sr 
George Hite* 
Ben Hocker 
Karen Hollowood-McCoy
& John McCoy 

Nancy M Janice 
Jerry & Trish Jones 
Kenneth Jones 
Lawrence & Michelle Kerr* 
Bernie Lear* 
Jim Lemmen 
Dr Karl & Kathryn

Lemmerman
Evelyn Lennart* 
Valerie Levitt 
Carl & Nelda Liebig* 
Marg Luft 
Ken Lukow * 
Mary Lunde 
Robert & Maria 
MacFarlane ’

Georgia & Hugh Makens 
Beverly Manko 
Pete Mantei
Janet & Bob Marr* 
Helen McCauslin 
Gregory L Cathy McCracken 
John B McLaughlin* 
Mike & Linda Meetz* 
Jeremy Mollison 
Penny Nickle 
Mike Novak

Debra Ortolan 
Robert & Nancy Oswald 
David Pedersen 
Marianne Perkins 
James & Alicia Phillips 
John L Piemonte 
Yvonne Pollick 
Alan Potts 
Michael B Rafferty 
Rudy Reising 
Deesa & Shine Rogers 
Roger & Sharon Schaver 
Barbara Schomer & Bruce
Randall 

Scott & Deborah See 
John & Joann Shriner 
Thomas & Lynette Smith 
David Smith & Joan Edwards 
Kerry Spell 
Carol Ann Todd 
Liz, Patrick & Isabel

Valencia 
Bill & Judy Walter* 
J. Edison Woods, Jr.

SUPPORTING MEMBERS

Joan & Dwight Allgood, Jr* 
Michelle Anctil 
Mark Anderson 
James R Anderson 
M S Andraschko 
Barbara Atkinson 
Ron Bengtson 
Ruth Ann Bennett 
Scott & Brenda Benson 
Tee Bergman 
Jim Bielecki
Lynn Bjorkman & Arnold 
Alanen

Jim & Tannie Bragiel 
Troy & Karen Brown 
RC&TMBuechs 
Jill Burkland & Randy

Freisinger 
Matt Buys 
Bruce Campbell 
Mary Caskey 
Jeff Christensen 
Martin B Christenson* 
Alison Jean Clarke 
Lisa Cleckner 
Patrick Clifford 
Dennis Collison 
James & Donna Connell 
James Cooper 
Steve & Chris Dahlberg 
Otwell J Derr 
Gary Dewey 
Thornton & Nancy

Dickinson* 
Susan Dlutkowski 
Ted Dohnal 
John & Sue Drewette 
Robert Dumas 
Allen & Janet Duncan* 
Don & Mary Durfee 
Jack Eberhard 
Richard Edwards 
Vic Foerster’ 
James Foss
Francis & Carolyn Fota

Scott Getz*
Connie & Rich Giles 
Gordon C Glen 
Ted Gostomski* 
Edith Greene 
N T Halvorson, Jr 
Mark R Hanson 
Katherine Harris 
Gregg Haug’ 
Paul & Cindy Haydon 
John Heneghan* 
Gregor & Nancy Hetzel* 
Susan Holm & David Wexler 
Andy & Linda H man 
Eric & Libby Iversen 
Timothy Killeen 
Kay Kingsley 
Jerry & Pam Kintz* 
Edward Klunk
Robert & Donna Kondek 
Ron & Jeanette Koski* 
Dennis Krieg 
Mary & Paul Langley
Ottensmeyer 

Bernard & Charlotte LaRoy 
Ray & Gerry Larson 
La Beau Family 
Rae Leggett * 
John & Jill Levi* 
Kristi Link 
James Mackey 
Dan L Matney * 
Christopher & Laura Morgan 
Richard & Bea Murray* 
David Naudi 
Mogens C Nielsen 
Anne Okonek 
Linda M Ott
Jim & Martha Owens 
Jan E Parker 
Leo Paveglio 
Aaron & Sharon Phipps 
LynnPriddy & Richard

McGee* 
Mildred M Pyorala 
Charlene Reinke 
Judith Rick 
Alisa & Bruce Sandahi 
Philip Scarpino 
Bob & Gena Schrems 
Richard & Cynthia Selfe 
Anne & David Sharpe 
Rick Shutes 
Mary Siarkiewcz & James
Czerw inski 

Robert & Beverly Simonson* 
Stacey Skinner 
Debra & Marshall Smith 
Laurie & Joan Snell* 
John Snell 
Sandra & Carter Snider 
Amy & Dave Stawicki 
Brian Stein
Susan Stiles & Alan Raney 
Roger Storm & Susan Wedzel 
Fran & Denis Stotler 
Russell & Barbara Tabbert* 
Kathleen Taylor* 
Jennifer Thominet* 
Randy & Karen Travelbee 
Garret VandenBelt 
Edward G Voss

Glen & Barbara Wagner 
Blaine West 
Alan M West 
Angus White 
Mark D Williams 
Ron & Lois Winquist 
Brian S Wolkenberg 
Terry Wood 
Don Wotring 
Benjamin J Zerbey

HOUSEHOLD 
MEMBERS

Lisa & Mark Abeles-Alison 
Mr & Mrs Robert Adams 
Albertson Family 
Kristine Aho 
Vilma Amberg 
Sue Anderson 
Fred Anderson 
Theresa Anderson 
Edna Applegate 
Keith & Mary Bader* 
David & Ellen Baese 
Randy & Maria Barnes 
Jim Bartelson 
Barb Barton 
Laura Bartoszek 
Dorothy Barzky 
Ann Bauermeister 
Beck Family 
Bruce & Nancy Becked 
Chris Belinas & Steph Cowan 
Linda & Jim Belote 
Mike & Dawn Benrud 
Bob & Deb Bentley 
Lynn Bernes 
Birkeland Family 
Richard & Jean Blanning 
Blocker Family 
Roger & Tillie Bobby 
Lynda & Doug Boose 
Mary & Philip Borkowski* 
Marilyn & Allen 

Brandenburger
Lisa Erode* 
Anita Brooks 
Joel Brown & Eleanore

Maurer
Jeff & Cori Brown 
William & Dorothy

Bykkonen
William & Debbie Byrd 
Martha Cain
Tom Caine 
William & Helen Campbell 
Robed C Campbell, DDS 
David L. Card* 
Carla & Gene Champagne 
Jack & Joan Chapman 
Doug Chenail 
James Childs 
Janet & Dave Chodos 
Edward & Diane Coleman 
Jerry & Jackie Compton* 
Stephanie & Les Cook 
Darrell Corsi 
Philip D Cudin 
Peter D'Albedo
Lisa M & Lawrence ODahl’ 
Trish Davis

Jeanette Deau
Edward M Denzer
Joseph & Patricia Dervin 
Peter & Liam Draper 
Joe Duchamp & Tina Sumpter 
Peter & Grace Duren 
Donald Dutcher & Myrna
Berlet

John & Barbara Eckel 
Larry Edwards & Missy
McDonald*

Pat and Dale Eisenberger 
Kathleen Engstrom 
Madison Fales
Gerald & Mary Farmer* 
Frank & Emily Fiala 
Chuck Fletter
Jo Foley
Vivian Foss
Kathy & Paul Fredrickson 
Frost-Henriques Family 
Florence Furdyna
Kyle Garver & Janette Ray 
Scott Gauss
Anneliese Gest 
Lillian Giuliano
Cindy & Jay Glase 
Karl & Kim Gretzinger 
Vanessa Gronewald 
Chris & Cary Grover 
Jay & Deb Gunderson 
Kenneth & Ardythe Haag 
Thomas Haas & Jean Thoren 
Ray & Gail Hain 
Doug Hammerand &
Christine Nothaft- 
Hammerand*

D James Heaton
John & Faith Hershiser* 
Mary Hindelang & Mark

Silver*
Kathleen Hoff
John & Karen Hock 
Merrill & Bob Horswill 
John Howe Candice Gancia 
Bill & Karen Howe 
John & Martha Hubbell 
Randy & Lynn Huber 
Marti & Joseph Hunt* 
Jo Ingman
Darleen & Chris Innis 
Dave & Julie Jaeckels * 
Steve & Susan James 
Steve, Barb & Nate Jedrzejek 
Kenneth Jerina 
Jeske Family
Captain Milford & Monica 
Johnson

Laurie Johnson
Larry & Susan Kangas 
Michelle Karl
Richard Kaufman 
Nannette & George Kean 
Georgann & Dennis

Kilbane
John & Gretchen Klasner 
Carolyn & Joe Klein 
David Kluck
Linda & Ed Kmit
Dennis Knickelbein 
Deborah Kohler 
Ray & Jill Koivunen

Joseph M Konieczka 
Jane & Gerald Korte 
Paul M Kotila
Robed Krzewinski & Sally 

Lunn
Bryan Kufus 
Craig & Jeanne Kurtz* 
Thomas Lambedy 
Virginia Lang
David & Elizabeth Larwa* 
Stefanie Lawler
Bill & Nancy Leonard* 
Joan & Robed Lewis 
John & Jeanne Lindell 
Larry Lowe
Carolyn & Mike Luptowski 
Miriam Lytle* 
John & Ann Mahan 
Jon & Carol Markley 
Lowell & Judy Markley* 
Jeff & Michelle Matlock 
Lou & Peggy Mattson 
Richard & Nancy McKnight 
Todd McQuiston
Gerald Michalski & Linda Poss 
Dave Miess & Sandy
Schlosser

Craig A Miller
Lizette Molina & Kelley Deem 
Mark W Monaghan 
Dennis & Rae Monsere* 
Jack & Barb Morris
Robed & Denise Font Morton 
Paul & Linda Moscherosch 
Nancy Murray 
Tom, Valerie & Steve
Musselman* 

Tom Nimtz 
Scott Oldanie 
Martin Olgren 
Mike Opel & Elaine Schaefer 
Katherine Orsbom 
Paul & Pat Padden 
William & Ursula Paine 
John and Tory Parlin 
Sandra Paterson 
Monnie Peters 
Reece Peterson 
Judy Pickle 
Sam Pillsbury 
Ray & Pam Pipkin 
Jacqueline & Ronald

Polomski
Lecia Prieskom & Chris 

Malloy
S.Rasmussen & N.

Malinowski
Lauren, Randy & Sara 
Rastello

Jeanine Reaume* 
Jessica Rees 
Paul Ribich Farmily 
Roger Righetti 
Robed & Ellen Ringle 
K. Roark
Richard H Roberts
Conni Robertson & Paul 

Boulanger
Richard & Sue Robinson 
Steve & Carol Ann Robrahn 
Dick Rundall & A J Golden 
Darcy & Robed Rutkowski

Family
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Michele M & Allan S. Sadaj 
Jacqueline Salsbury 
Susan Sanders & Ken Irwin 
Barb & Don Sanford 

ena Schmidt
Schrotenboer Family 
Norman A Scott 
David & Eric Seer 
Lowell & Judy Seybum 
Eddie Shaw
David and Kathy Shaw 
Edward & Elizabeth Sheridan 
Diane Shoos & Martyn Smith 
Guy Shuman
Dr Harold & Karen Slater 
Mark Smillie
Brett & Leora Smith’ 
Donna Smith
Mark and Amy Sneathen 
Ken & Sue Socks*
Dave Soleim & Elizabeth 
Navertz

Mike & Sherry Spain 
Nancy Spanswick 
Randy D Spencer 
Paul & Gayla St Onge 
Nancy Stegman 
Kurt J Steinbacher 
Marion Stoddart
Chuck & Pam Stouffer’ 
Richard Sugden* 
Lois & Paul Surdin 
Diane Swanbrow 
Judy & Conrad Swanson 
Larry & Marsi Swinkey 
Shannon Tait 
Kate & Carl TerHaar* 
D & D Thiel*
Mr & Mrs Norbert Thieme 
Maryann Thole 
Denny Thorley 
Mark & Donna Toft 
Charlie & Rhoda Transue* 
John & Betty Tregembo 
Theresa VanVeelen 
Norma Veurink 
Craig Vickstrom 
John & Leah Vucetich 
David & Melanie Walls 
Cindy Walters 
Dean Warlin* 
Stephen Watling 
Larry & Susan Wauck 
David L Phoebe Waugh* 
Frank & Susan Weaver 
Kathy Weidell 
Tiffany Weir 
Doug Weiss
Doug Welker & Marjory 
Johnston

Roger & Betty Werner 
Elizabeth Wheelan 
Lionel & Debbie Whiston 
Jeanne M. Wiest 
Carol Wilford 
Mary Wilson 
Susan Wisehart 
Robert Wittig 
Walker & Nancy Wyatt 
David & Jill Wyman 
Marilyn & Alan Youel* 
Lawrence & Mary Zipp*

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

Saint Clair Shores Public 
Library

Steve R Abbott 
Peter Abbrecht 
Heidi Alien 
Susan Anderson 
Bill Andresen 
Richard Andrews 
Nora Angeli 
Sherry Anstett 
Catherine Appel 
John Argento 
Hans Ariton 
Ron Ashley 
Paul Baker 
Ruth Baker 
Betsy Bartelt 
Margaret Bartelt 
Richard L Bates* 
Jill Baum 
William F Beckman 
Gary Beemer 
Dorthey Behrend 
Todd Bergeson 
Brian Merritt Bergson 
Charles Bemick 
Fr. Michael Betley 
Joseph Bissell 
Donald J Blain 
Julie Blair 
Karl Bohnak 
Frank Boles 
Jennifer Borgert 
Diane Borgert 
Peter J. Braun 
Marla Brin 
Ken Butterworth 
Gary Casper 
Nancy Cassano 
Daniel Cerys 
Eric Chapman 
Stephen D. Cheaney 
Elise Cheney-Makens 
Paul Chervenak 
Matthew Chodak 
Carl C. Clarke 
Paul J Coleman 
Mary Collet 
Jeff Conderman* 
Sally Connolly 
Tad Cooper 
Judith Coming 
James Corless 
Grant Cummings 
Patricia Davis 
Fred Dery 
David G Dogger 
Craig D Dogger 
Carol Dorer 
James C Duchamp 
Lisa M Duckart 
Dan Eagles 
Debbra Eckhout 
Alan S Ells 
Brian C Elmer* 
Susan Elsner 
Laura Farley 
Tom Ferranti 
Jan Ferris 
Gwen Filer

Conrad Flessner, Jr 
Kelli L Hory 
J Dirk Foelker 
Sam Foerster 
Larry Fuerst 
Patrick A Gagne 
Donald G Galow 
Tykie Sylvia Ganz 
Donald Gaskell 
Frank Giblin 
Brian Glienke 
Michelle Gobely 
Barbara Goetzelman 
Charles Goodwin 
Patrick Gorski 
James R Grady 
Joan Guillaume 
John C Hancock 
Steve Harold 
David M Harvey 
Bruce Hashimoto 
Harold Heinbuck 
David Henning 
Lon Herman 
Alison K. Hoagland 
Elizabeth Holster 
William L Howe 
Steve Humblet 
Jessica Irwin 
Jerry Jackson 
Allan Jano
Margaret Janovetz-Casey * 
Tom Jeczen
Cindy Johns-Giesen 
Dr Wendel Johnson 
Kathy Johnson 
Ronda Jones 
Peter A. Jordan 
Leroy Karp 
Rebecca Kluten 
Heather Kelley 
George Knight 
Kathy Koenig 
Jeff Korte* 
Marlene Kowalski* 
Susan Kramer 
Eileen Kreiner 
Michael Kreil 
Deb Krohn 
Linda Kronig

Chris & Kim Kubik 
John P. Kuretich 
Doug Lake, Jr 
Jim & Jean Lands 
J. Larry Lane* 
Helga Lange 
Betsy laNoue 
Eric Larson 
Cindy Latham 
Lawrence Leach 
John Lenters 
Thomas Lerczak 
Paul Lessner 
Richard Lichte 
Mary Ann Liefke 
Michael Lindeen 
Peter Loeger 
Dana Lowell 
Heidi A Lukow 
Mark Lynott 
Gaylord Lyon 
John J. Mack 
Mary Mackay Gaidis 
George Macveigh 
Richard Maisonville 
Margret Malone 
Kathy Manger 
William Mangold 
Cathie Mann 
David Man they 
Chris Martin 
Wayne Marvin 
Sue Mau 
Andrew F Maule 
Kevin McAuliffe 
Robert McGee-Ballinger 
Lauri Mendelsohn* 
William Michalski 
Tamara Monk-Hilty 
Shane Mossman 
Sharon Mousel 
Suzanne Murphy 
Nancy Murphy* 
Linda Myers 
Gail Nawrock 
Timothy Nawrocki 
Marcia A Neering 
Craig Newman 
Robin Nice 
Dennis Nicoliasen*

Sandra Norris Palmore 
Daniel O'Connor, Jr 
Sandra O’Neill 
Mary Ochsenchlager 
Julie Olson 
Dan Ortiz 
John Osler 
Joe Panci 
Christopher Patrick 
Karen Paulus 
Peter Ploeger 
Glen Polnow 
Ron Polzin 
Nicholas Posak * 
Mary Powell 
Russell Pu tikka 
John Raeside 
Linda Ramsden 
Paul Renard 
R Keith Rhoden 
Jenifer Robb 
Brenda Rogers 
Jane Rohlck 
Christine Rollins 
Greg Romaneck 
George B Rose 
Tom Rummel 
Marguerite Saecker 
Mary Ann Safranek 
Mary Saylor 
Susan Salgat 
Wayne Schlotfeldt 
Janet Schultz* 
Pam Schweinfurth 
Scott Sell 
Dale Shanholtzer 
Napier Shelton 
Jack Shoemaker 
Karen Siekas 
Allison Slavick 
David Sliwinski 
Dena L Smith * 
Michael Smith 
Lou Snow 
Joanne Snyder 
Paul Sobota 
Jessie Soder 
Craig Solberg 
Peter Solberg 
Suzanne Spain

Jon-Hudson Spencer 
Dave Speranza 
Russell Stabile 
Gail Staisil 
Lois S Starck 
Matthew A Starke 
Jerry Stan- 
John Stegman 
Dr Jean Steitz 
Don Stipech* 
Frank B Stone 
Rachel Sugden 
Helen Sullivan* 
Donna Svirsky 
Lenore Swenson 
Tom Swiergosz 
Gerald Taragos 
Alan Tate 
Michael Tegeder 
Brian Tennant * 
David Theune 
David W Thomas 
Mark Tompkins 
Michael Tremblay 
Michael Trenary 
Judy Trousdell* 
Patty Urbanski 
Sharon Vairo 
Nicole Valkevich 
Julia Vanatta 
Jeffrey Vanderhorst 
William Vogelman 
Darlene Wahl 
Chris Walker* 
Ben Wall 
Sandra Whitmire 
Sandy Wilhoit 
James Willoughby 
James Winslow 
Bob Withers 
Barb Woodhull 
Robert D Wright 
Rebecca Youmans 
Pete Zarembo 
Marie Zhuikov 
Joseph Zychowicz

* denotes additional contribution 

made in FY 2008

Island Visitor Numbers ... .2008 ........... . .2007 . . . . .2006

May ...................................................................... . . .498 .... . . . .555 . . . . . .592
June........................................................................ .2,191.......... . . .2,277 . . . . . .2,512
July ........................................................................ .3,592 .......... . . .3,483 . . . . . .5,188
August................................................................. .4,529 ........... . .4,397 . . . . . .5,437
September......................................................... .1,020 .... . . . .999 . . ...........888
Annual Island Visitation ........................... 11,941.......... . .11,786 . . . . .14,678
Annual Houghton Headquarters Visitors . . .2,234 .......... . . .1,637 . . . . . .2,367
Total Annual Visitors..................................... 14,175.......... . .13,423 . . . . .17,045

The chart above shows a comparison of the number of people visiting 
Isle Royale National Park over the last three years. Visitation numbers are not available for 

Keweenaw National Historical Park.



Income and Expense for Years Ended September 30:

* Donations do not include gifts to KCF Endowment

Income 2008 2007
Sales Income $118,392 $93,276
Member Dues $37,317 $34,036
Donations/Grants* $20,366 $13,845
Programs $10,173 $6,086
Interest/ Misc. Income $46 $630
Auction & Special Events $943 $1,281
Total Income $187,237 $149,148
Cost of Goods Sold $65,335 $53,340
PROFIT $121,902 $95,808

Expense
Operating Expense $84,408 $90,718
Net Annual Income $37,494 $5,090

Aid to the Park $16,759 $14,206

Net Increase/Decrease $20,735 -$9,116

Balance Sheets for 9/30 2008 2007
Assets

Current Assets
Cash and Investments $4,767 $8,308
Receivables $2,592 $1,486
Inventory $151,162 $135,785

Total Current Assets $158,521 $145,579
Fixed Assets (Equipment) $577 $1,037

Total Assets $159,098 $146,616

Liabilities and Equity

Accounts Payable $13,544 $11,591
Grants Payable $2,000 $3,086
Tax Liabilities -$1,007 -$511
Bank Loan $23,270 $31,803

Total Current Liabilities $37,807 $45,969
Equity $121,291 $100,647

Total Liabilities and Equity $159,098 $146,616

KC Foundation Endowment
Gifts to Date $107,629 $44,171
Initial Agency Endowment $1,102 $1,114

Total $108,731 $45,285

Aid to Park
Cash Contribution 2008 2007
Greenstone Newspaper $2,540 $2,751
ISRO Kids Newspaper $951 $0
KNHP Newspaper $1,971 $2,298
Free Park Brochures $1,379 $1,452
Artist in Residence Program $210 $2,012
Interpretation materials $100 $110
Superintendent's account* $344 $26
Natural Resources $3,114 $0
Author/Designer Fees $6,150 $5,370
Other $77

Total Cash Contribution $16,759 $14,338



•The effects of shutter speeds and Estops on your final image.
• How to obtain the proper exposure.
• Using flash photography to illuminate your subject.
• Filters that make sense to carry with you.
•Critiques of your images.

Botany and Photography Workshop Schedules for June, 2009
Learn to identify the diverse native plants of this incredible island with botanist Janet Marr or 
discover Isle Royale’s many beauties with professional photographer Bob Guiliani!
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP JUNE 19-24

Learn the many aspects involved in today’s world of nature photography. Designed for the beginner and intermediate using either 
film or digital cameras. Not only will you learn from Bob, but the interaction with other participants will give you more insights into 
the wonderful world of photography.

Some of the topics to be covered are:
•What all those dials and buttons mean and do on the camera.
•The many techniques used in close-up photography.
•What to look for in lighting your subject.
•How depth of field changes the look of your image.
•Rules of composition that work and don’t work and when.
• Sunrise, sunset pictures and if lucky, moon photos over Isle Roy ale.
Suggested equipment: Tripod, close-up capabilities either with a close-up lens, close-up filter or macro setting on the lens, flash 

in camera and/or a separate flash, a medium telephoto lens or longer, and a wide angle lens. Not all this equipment is needed, but 
most of it will be demonstrated by Bob while in the field with the participants. More specific information will be sent once regis­
tered. Bring notebook for notes and lots of film or memory cards. This will be a busy workshop with classroom lectures and in the 
field demonstrations with students taking many images while the instructor critiques them. There will also be time set aside to do 
photography on your own while visiting this classroom island filled with treasures of nature.

BOTANY WORKSHOP JUNE 15-20
This special botany workshop is open to anyone with beginninglntermediate knowledge of plant identification who would like to 

learn to identify the early season plants of Isle Royale. You’ll learn to use such tools as a dichotomous key and hand lens to identify 
plants. Plant communities, rare species, ecology, and invasive species will be discussed.

The instructor, botanist Janet Marr, has had many years of experience studying plants across Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and Isle 
Royale. She is co-author of Island Life, an Isle Royale Nature Guide recently published by IRKPA. Janet has taught two Isle Royale 
botany workshops as well as many botany and aquatic plant workshops in Michigan’s Keweenaw Peninsula.

Workshop activities will take place primarily outdoors. Field trips will be in the vicinity of Rock Harbor and will include Tobin 
Harbor, Scoville Point, and Raspberry Island. You should be able to hike up to seven miles a day with a daypack sometimes on 
steep, rocky trails and slippery bedrock shore.

FEES, LODGING, REGISTRATION
Participants may camp for free at a Rock Harbor group site, or stay in the Rock Harbor Lodge or housekeeping units at their own expense.
Total cost for each workshop is $600 per person ($575 for IRKPA members; see http://irnha.org/ for information on becoming a 

member). Fee covers instruction, camping, meals on the island, and transportation to and from Houghton, Michigan, on the Ranger 
III. Participants may travel from Grand Portage, Minnesota, on the Voyager at their own expense.

Workshops are scheduled so that those wishing to can attend both for a cost of $ 1100. There is a limit of 12 participants for each 
workshop. Participants need to pre-register and send a $100 deposit to be received by May 1st to the Isle Royale & 
Keweenaw Parks Association, Attn: Jill Burkland, 800 East Lakeshore Drive, Houghton, Ml 49931 in order to attend this work­
shop. For more information contact Jill Burkland @ 906-482-7860 or jburkland@irnha.org.

Don’t Let This Be Your Last Issue of Wolf’s Eye

As of January 31,404 of you have renewed your 
memberships for 2009. Another 341 of you have not! 
We thank those of you who have given IRKPA your support 
for another year by renewing your dues and/or sending an 
additional contribution. We urge those of you who haven’t 
yet renewed your support for 2009 to do so today. If all 
341 renewed at the household level, IRKPA would have 
another $12,000 to publish books and newspapers, provide 
programs like the botany and photography workshops, and 
assist our parks with money for education and research.

The mailing label on this newsletter includes your mem­
bership expiration date. If it says 12/31/08 we urge you to 
renew today by sending a check or contributing online at 
www.irnha.org.

Thanks!

P-S. If you renewed and did not receive a 2009 membership card 
and would like one, please let us know. You can email jburk- 
land@imha or call us at 800-678-6925.

IRKPA Receives Major 
Endowment Gift

The Isle Royale &. Keweenaw Parks Association 
Endowment Fund has received a gift of over $47,000 from 
the estate of the late Eileen Niva of Hancock, Michigan. 
Miss Niva, who was a long-time member of the Association, 
provided this generous gift as a provision of her will through 
the Keweenaw Community Foundation.

Ms. Niva was born in Laurium, Michigan in 1915 and 
lived most of her life in the Copper Country. She was a 
graduate of Calumet High School and Michigan 
Technological University, where she was employed for many 
years in the MTU Library. She was very active in the com­
munity through church work and tutoring. Her interests 
included reading, golf, bowling, politics and environmental 
issues. She enjoyed her time at her cottage on the shore of 
Lake Superior. Her gift to the IRKPA Endowment Fund is 
an expression of her love of Lake Superior and Isle Royale.

For Information on how you can make a planned gift to 
the Isle Royale & Keweenaw Parks Association, contact Jill 
Burkland at 906-482-7860 or jburkland@irnha.org or the 
Keweenaw Community Foundation at 906-481-9673 or 
Keweenaw-community-foundation.org.

http://irnha.org/
mailto:jburkland@irnha.org
http://www.irnha.org
mailto:jburkland@irnha.org
foundation.org
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Philip R. Gale -1920-2008 by Chris Gale
Phil Gale’s first year at Isle Royale was in 1932. His mother, Alfreda, became friends with the 

How family of Tobin Harbor from time spent living in Duluth in the 1920s. He was born and raised 
primarily in St. Louis, and each year the family went to a lake in lower Western Michigan for vaca­
tion. In 1932, the lake had a major fish kill and was unfit for vacationing. Phil, his brother John, 
mother and grandfather Alfred Prince drove to Copper Harbor and took the Copper Queen. They 
quickly became part of the Tobin Harbor community, and camped on available islands in Tobin 
Harbor the first few years.

Alfred Prince purchased Gale Island in 1935 and hired Art Mattson to build a cabin, with materi­
als shipped from Duluth aboard the Winyah. Phil and John helped Art for the next two summers. 
Alfred died on the island in 1946. His body was taken to Michigan by commercial fisherman 
Milford Johnson Sr., who used fish ice to keep him preserved. With the exception of one summer, 
Phil’s mother spent the next 50 summers on Isle Royale, until the age of 82.

Phil also spent part of most summers of his life at Isle Royale. From 1937-1940, he ran a charter 
fishing operation out of Washington Harbor, purchasing a 28-foot excursion boat, the H.M.S., from 
Fred Scofield of Belle Isle Lodge. Fie and his brother John also developed film obtained from tourists 
at Tobin Harbor Resort and Rock Harbor Lodge. They advertised a blistering fast 72-hour turn­
around service. During this time, John, operated a ham radio based out of Tobin Harbor, and 
offered communications with the mainland for a fee.

After college, Phil entered medical school as an officer of the Army in World War II. Following 
his service, he went into private practice in St. Louis as a child psychiatrist. In the mid-1970s, he 
moved to Hancock, Michigan for several years. He finished his professional career in Minnesota in 
the 1990s, and lived most recently in Boulder, Colorado.

Like his mother and his wife Penelope, Phil served time as a board member of the Isle Royale 
Natural History Association. He was an avid outdoor photographer, and leaves an archive of nearly 
2 000 slides including scenes of Isle Royale from the mid-1930s to early 2000s.

Phil was able to visit Isle Royale for the last time at age 86 in 2005, and it was obvious that he was 
as excited and enjoyed it as much his first time, 73 years earlier. The Island was an integral part of his 
life, and his four sons have been fortunate to make it part of their lives too. Phil passed away in 
Boulder, Colorado on December 12, 2008, with his sense of humor and joy of life intact to the end. ■

Isle Royale & Keweenaw 
Parks Association

800 E. Lakeshore Drive 
Houghton, Ml 49931

Tel: 906-482-7860 or 800-678-6925 
e-mail: irnha@irnha.org 
website: www.irnha.org

IRKPA is a non-profit membership organization 
that assists Isle Royale National Prrk and 

Keweenaw National Historical Park by 
publishing and selling educational materials to 
park visitors. Gifts, bequests, memorials and 

memberships are U.S. tax deductible.

Membership Categories
Individual $25 Household S35
Supporting $50 Sustaining $100

Patron $250
Life Membership $1,000* 

*Life memberships may be paid 
in 5 annual installments.
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