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PLANNING YOUR VISIT 

Welcome to Jefferson National 

Expansion Memorial (JNEM). A typical 

visit includes riding the tram to the top 

of the Gateway Arch; viewing a film in 

one of two theaters; v isiting the Historic 
Old Courthouse, where the Dred Scott 

case began in 1846; and enjoying the 

Museum of Westward Expansion. For 

details visit: www.nps.gov/jeff. 

ST. LOUIS The Gateway Arch is in down­
town St . Louis, Mo., in a metropolitan 

area of 2.5 million people. For information 
about attractions and services, visit the 
St. Louis Convention and Visitor's Commis­
sion at www.explorestlouis.com. 

VISIT THE MUSEUM The Museum of 
Westward Expansion beneath t he Arch 
charts the history of the American West 
from the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 to 

the closing of the frontier in the 1890s. 
You can see how American Indians and 
pioneers lived. Exhibits show artifacts 
used by farmers, buffalo hunters, miners, 
cowboys, and others who played a role 

in westward expansion. Watch for a 
stagecoach, a covered wagon, a bullboat, 
and a wheel used to steer a steamboat. 

RIDING THE TRAM The highlight of most 
visits to JNEM is a ride to the top of the 
630-foot Arch. The north-leg and south-leg 
trams-a unique capsule-transporter 
system-consist of barrel-shaped capsules 

joined together to form a train-l ike vehicle 
that runs on tracks inside the hollow legs 
of the Arch. Each capsule holds five pas­
sengers and maintains a level position 
throughout the four-minute ride to the 

top. Tickets are required. 

HISTORIC OLD COURTHOUSE AND OLD 
CATHEDRAL Two historic buildings are 
within walking distance of the Arch. The 
Historic Old Courthouse, part of JNEM, 
was the site of a lawsuit that gained 

world-wide notoriety. In 1846 Dred Scott 

and his wife Harriet sued for and were 
granted their freedom. Later the U.S. 
Supreme Court declared that slaves were 
property and had no right to sue, a decision 

that hastened the Civil War. It offers exhib­
its and a museum store. The 1834 Old 
Cathedral, still an active Catholic parish, is 
open for visitation and has a small museum. 

ENTRANCE FEES HELP PROGRAMS 
Like many national parks, JNEM collects 
fees that support public programs and 
preservation projects. Fees are paid at 
the ticket counter on the east side of the 
Gateway Arch Visitor Center. Thank you 

for your support. 

FOR YOUR SAFETY The usual cautions 

that apply in urban areas are important 
during a visit to JNEM. Lock all valuables 

out of sight or take them with you. Be care­

ful crossing streets and on steps and ramps; 
ask the park about accessible routes. Keep 
your children with you at all times. Report 
suspicious activity to a park ranger. Visitors 

entering the Gateway Arch Visitor Center 
are subject to search and examination of all 

carry-in items. Emergencies: Call 911. 

MORE INFORMATION 
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 

11 North 4th Street 
St. Louis, MO 63102 
314-655-1700 

www.nps.gov/jeff 

Jefferson National Expansion Memorial 
is one of over 390 parks in the National 
Park System. To learn more about national 

parks visit www.nps.gov. 
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