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Chalmette 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK • LOUISIANA 

FOR YOUR SAFETY 

Do not al low your visit to be spoiled by an acci­
dent. While every ef fort has been madeto provide 
for your safety, there are st i l l hazards wh ich re­
quire your alertness and vigilance.Exercise com­
mon sense and caution. 

Chalmette Nat ional Histor ica l Park is adminis­
tered by the Nat ional Park Service, U.S. Depart­
ment of the Inter ior . A super intendent , whose 
address is Box 429, Arab i , LA 70032, is in immed­
iate charge. 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has basic responsibili­
ties to protect and conserve our land and water, 
energy and minerals, f ish and wildl i fe, park and 
recreation areas, and for the wise use of all those 
resources. The Department also has a major 
responsibil ity for American Indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in Island 
Territories under U.S. administration. 
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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 



Gen. Andrew Jackson's stunning victory over 
crack British troops at Chalmette plantation on 
January 8, 1815, was the greatest land victory of 
the War of 1812. Commonly called the Battle of 
New Orleans— the last battle of the last war be­
tween England and the United States —it pre­
served America's claim to the Louisiana 
Territory, prevented the Mississippi River from 
becoming America's fixed western boundary, 
and restored American military pride. It also 
made Jackson a national hero. 

In early December 1814 a Br i t ish force of 7,500 
veteran soldiers under Gen. Sir Edward Paken-
ham marched over land f rom Lake Borgne to 
attack New Orleans, the key to the t rans-Appa­
lachian region. This was the last of three major 
offensives launched against the Uni ted States 
in 1814. The previous two— one on Lake Cham-
plain, the other in Chesapeake Bay— had fai led, 
leaving the capture of the impor tan t gulf coast 
ci ty Bri tain 's main hope for exact ing a favorable 
peace set t lement f rom the Amer icans. By con­
t ro l l ing the mouth of the Mississippi River, 
England could seriously threaten the economic 
wel l -being of the ent ire Mississippi Valley and 
hamper U.S. wes tward expansion. 

On December 23, when the Br i t ish columns were 
wi th in 7 miles of the ci ty. General Jackson's 
mil i t ia halted their advance in a f ierce night at­
tack that caught the Bri t ish off guard . Falling 

back to Chalmette p lantat ion, Jackson th rew up 
a defensive line along the banks of the dry, nar­
row Rodriguez Canal. Pakenham t r ied unsuc­
cessfully to dislodge the Americans w i th ar t i l ­
lery. On January 8, 181 5, the Br i t ish commander 
sent 5,400 seasoned soldiers head-on against 
the Amer ican l ine, but the wi ther ing f i re f rom 
Jackson's art i l lery and infantry tore th rough 
their ranks wi th devastating effect. Two other 
assaults also fa i led. In less than 30 minutes the 
Brit ish suffered 2,000 casualties; the American 
loss was 13. The defense of New Orleans was 
over, and Jackson's victory assured the future 
of Louisiana. 

ABOUT YOUR V I S I T 

Chalmette National Historical Park is in St. Ber­
nard Parish on the east bank of the Mississippi 
River, 6 miles f rom the heart of New Orleans. 
From Canal Street fol low the main thoroughfare 
that begins at Rampart Street and merges into 
St. Claude Avenue, then into St. Bernard Highway, 
which passes directly in f ront of the park. 

The visitor center, located in the Beauregard 
Home, contains exhibits and an audio-visual 
program explaining the importance of Louisiana 
and the Battle of New Orleans in the War of 
1812. 



POINTS OF INTEREST 

The American Line. On the left of the road be­
tween the park entrance and the monument lies 
a restored section of the American defense line, 
where Andrew Jackson's 4,000 militia stood 
against British General Pakenham's 5,400 sea­
soned soldiers. In 1815, the line was about 1 
mile long, with its right anchored to the Missis­
sippi River and its left resting on an impassable 
swamp. It was built of fence rails, posts, wooden 
kegs, and mud. The futile British attacks against 
this posit ion cost them 2,000 casualties, 
including Pakenham himself, and reduced their 
Louisiana campaign to a heart-rending test of 
human endurance and bitter retreat. 

The Beauregard Home. This beautiful planta­
tion home of the 1830-50 period is a remarkable 
exam pie of French-Louisiana architecture. Quiet 
and serene, its solitary splendor somehow cap­
tures the hospitable warmth and inner glow 
characteristic of the culture that produced it. 
It has been restored as the park visitor center. 

The National Cemetery. Chalmette National 
Cemetery was established in May 1864, on land 
where, in 1815, the British formed for their at­
tack on the American position. The first people 
buried here were men who died in the many Civil 
War hospitals located in this area. Veterans of 
the Spanish-American War and World Wars I 
and II, and soldiers killed in action in Vietnam, 
are also buried here. Interestingly, only three 
American veterans of the War of 1812 have been 
reinterred at Chalmette. The single British burial 
is associated with World War II. 

CHALMETTE TODAY 

Chalmette was designated a national historical 
park on August 10, 1939. The 100-foot monu­
ment commemorating the Battle of New Orleans 
was begun by Louisiana in 1855; the Federal 
Government completed the shaft after acquiring 
the grounds in 1907. Today the park contains 
141 acres which include the more important 
portion of the American line and the now inactive 
Chalmette National Cemetery. 


