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August 20, 1958

Mr. Edward D. lewis 1
9526 Badminton Avenue /"/Q’
Whittier, California [

Dgar Mr. lewis:

This acknowledges with thanks your letter of August 17
replying to mine of August 6. We note your comments on Messrs.
Buhler, Beeson, Witmer and Broxmeyer.

Regarding the Southern Pacific lands in the Joshua Tree
National Monument, yestérday I had quite a long talk with Land
Commissioner Frandsen on the subject. He sald very definitely
that he has not been approached by any of these parties, and that
the Company would not dispose of these lands in eany way in which
the National Park Service would not get the benefit of such an ex-
change. He also said that he is still quite interested in the
Barstow lands, and I would think it stlll permissible for you to
again approach him on this matter in the nesr future. Mr. Frandsen
stated that the Company is not interested in selling land for the
reason that they do not wish to lessen their total ecreage, and as
a matter of fact would not be averse to inecreasing that acreage.
Having reappriesed their lands in the monument they have naturally
greatly increased the eppraised values, and we must recognize this
fact.

Regarding the Wechowski lands, which lands you think someone
is working on, it would seem probsble that this would be Mr. Witwer
and associates. Mr. Witmer indicated when he came to this office that
the public domain that he had his eyes on was a large block of land
in Southern California, some or much of which may already have been
filed on by small tract eppliceants. Apparently he is looking around
in every direction to secure offered lands which he can use in exchange
for this big block of selected land he has in mind.

I am glad you think you may be able to do something with
Whitlow in regerd to the remainder of his land in the way of an exchange.

It is noted that the Willett exchange is still being slowly
processed, there being some delay by reason of the proximity of an old




tank firing rengé Yo the selected lend, snd because of conflicting
~8pplications filed later on portions of this same land.

Regarding. the Coachella Valley County Water District ex-
change covering lends in T 1 8, R 7 E, we recelved a copy of the
Decigion dated June 19, 1958 in this connection. Thie Decision ap-
peared 1o reject some conflicting applications as alfecting the Water
District applicetion.

We note that you hint that Mr. Kinney has now sold his 80
acres in the monument. Our last camunication with him wes on June 3,
1958 when we agein asked if he would be interested in an exchange if
it could be worked out. We received no reply from him. It is too
bed if he has sold that land, since he had bought it only for the reason
of using it for matohing purposes in an exchange he had already applied
for, and later it was found in checking value for value that he did not
need thess 80 acres. In other words, it was swrplus to his immedlate
needs, and wve had understood thet he was quite prepared to let the Na-
tional Park Service cbtain this land vhen circumstences permitied.

Sincerely yours,

H8BRy B, 1, Al

B. F. M&nbay
Reglonal Chief of Lands
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES L1h25
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR R

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Region Four
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April’9, 1959

Memorandum (AIR MAIL)
To: Director
From: Regional Chief of Lands, Region Four

Subject: Desired exchange covering remaining S. P, Company lands,
Joshua Tree National Monument e

Today I had a long talk with Mr. L. Frandsen, Land Commissioner,
S. P. Land Company, regarding the company's remaining lands in the monu-
ment, amounting to around 13,000 acres. Mr. Frandsen said no progress
had been made in the matter of an exchange proposed for S. P. selected
lands near Barstow. The reason the Barstow exchange at present is on
the shelf is that S. P. Company high officials are giving preference to
another exchange in which the Kaiser Steel Company is involved.

‘The S. P. Company needs certain lands near Fontana owned by
the Kaiser Steel Company, and the Kaiser Steel Company needs certain
public domain south of the south boundary of the Joshua Tree National
Monument. Apparently high company officials of the Southern Pacific
in consequence are quite interested in working out a three-way ex-
change. The initial step would be agreement on an exchange under
which the S. P. Company would take over the Kaiser-Company-owned
land near Fontana and the Kaiser Company would take in exchange owner-
ship of the S. P. Land Company lands within the monument. The second
step would be an exchange under which the Kaiser Company would obtain
certain public domain they need, presumably near their mine south of
the south boundary line of the Joshua Tree National Monument, and the
United States in exchange would accept from the Kaiser Company the
former SP-owned lands. Mr. Frandsen also believes that there would
be tied in with this an agreement with the Park Service to permit a
long-term use by Kaiser Steel Company of the water in Pinto Well No. 2,
although this would not figure in the terms of the exchange.

Mr, Frandsen said that so far as he is concerned, he would
much prefer to get the Barstow land, but the company top officials
wish him to give consideration to the other proposal first. Should
the Kaiser exchange fall through, then they would go back to the
Barstow exchange,
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Mr. Frandsen also stated that should the Kaiser Company
exchange seem feasible, the S. P. Land Company would make it depend-
ent on the appfovhl and completion also of the exchange between the
K?iser Company and NPS as covering those lands in the monument now
in the ownership of the S. P. Land Company, This was the general
procedure used in -all the three-way S. P, Land Company exchanges

already completed in this monument.,

Bs F, Manbey
Regional Chief of Lands

Copy to: Supt., Joshua Tree





