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Quincy Mining Company's No. 2 Shaft-Rockhouse (1908) as it appears today. 
Louis G. Koepel collection, Paul Hinzmann photographer. 
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Quincy Mining Company miners prepare to descend into the mine via a man-car. 
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Calumet and Hecla Mining Company's paternalism is exemplified by the substantial community library 
they built for their workers. C&H also provided a bath house/swimming pool, an exclusive men's club, 
company hospital and doctors, and housing. Note the photography studio s Finnish byline. The 1900 United 
States census for Houghton County enumerated 9,975 Finns of the county's total population of 66,063. 

Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collection. 



I. PURPOSE 

This report presents several options for preserving and managing 
the historic copper mining resources on the Keweenaw Peninsula of 
Michigan. Impetus for this study began in the spring of 1987, 
when Congressman Robert W. Davis, 11th District of Michigan, 
requested the Secretary of the Interior to assess the historical 
significance of the role played by the community of Calumet in 
the copper mining industry. During that summer, the National 
Park Service (NPS) conducted a reconnaissance study to identify 
Keweenaw Peninsula copper mining sites that might meet the 
criteria of the National Historic Landmarks Program. 

Several Keweenaw Peninsula sites related to copper mining were 
determined to be of historical significance, and two areas 
appear to meet the Landmarks Program criteria of national 
significance. They are: 1) portions of the Quincy Mining 
Company properties (including the Franklin and Pewabic Mines and 
the smelting complex in Ripley), and 2) portions of the Calumet 
and Hecla (C&H) Mining Company location and the related 
commercial district of Red Jacket (the present village of 
Calumet) . Together, these two areas represent the major 
technological elements and related social infrastructure of the 
Michigan copper industry. Quincy and C&H were the dominant 
companies throughout the period of Michigan's leadership of the 
nation's copper industry between 1867 and 1882. This study is, 
therefore, limited (with one exception) to the boundaries 
recommended in the 1988 National Historic Landmark nominations 
(see maps). 

In December 1987, a delegation of local citizens, accompanied by 
Congressman Davis, met with the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Director of the National Park Service to express support for NPS 
involvement in Calumet and vicinity. The meeting also resulted 
in local funding by the Ventures Group, Houghton, Michigan, to 
support this study. The Midwest Regional Office of the National 
Park Service then organized a study team to evaluate the 
potential for NPS involvement in interpretation and preservation 
of the nationally significant areas. The study team first 
reviewed previous studies relating directly to the two areas that 
appear to meet the criteria for national significance. The team 
then examined other existing National Park System and affiliated 
areas with similar circumstances requiring preservation 
activities that are compatible with economic development, 
private ownership, and non-federal use. In late February the 
team visited the areas, reviewed resource significance, evaluated 
interpretive potential, and examined possible roles and levels of 
involvement for the National Park Service. This study attempts 
to outline a broad range of options for protection and 
interpretation of the proposed Landmark areas. None of the 
options have been selected by the team as preferred, and any 
possible future legislation could combine elements of more than 
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Proposed National Historic Landmark Boundary 

Calumet Historic District 

Source: USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle maps. Ahmeek and Laurium, Michigan. 



Proposed National Historic Landmark Boundary 

Quincy Mining Company Historic District 

Source: USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle maps. Chassell and Hancock, Michigan. 



one option. The study is also meant to provide the public and 
interested members of Congress with a tool for decision making. 

This report is not meant to present detailed alternatives for 
development, interpretation, or protection. If legislation were 
passed, highly detailed planning would follow and would provide 
the opportunity for future public involvement and input. 
Development would be addressed in the form of a General 
Management Plan. Likewise, the details of how to tell the mining 
story would be described in an Interpretive Prospectus, and 
protection of public and private structures would be described in 
a Land Protection Plan, both of which would be prepared following 
legislation. 

Calumet, Michigan. West side, 100 block of Fifth Street. St. Anne's Catholic Church 
and the Congregational Church in the distance. 

Michigan Technological University Archives and Copper Country Historical Collection. 
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II. BACKGROUND 

Since the suspension of mining and reclamation activity at the 
Quincy Mining Company in 1967, and at the Calumet and Hecla 
Mining Company in 1968, several companies and associations have 
played a key role in either the demolition/liquidation or the 
preservation/interpretation of these mining resources. 

Calumet and Hecla properties were purchased by Universal Oil 
Products just prior to the strike which ended copper production 
there. They subsequently sold their holdings to the Lake 
Superior Land Company. Lake Superior Land Company is currently 
engaged in managing some of their lands for forestry while they 
are platting and selling other portions of the former C&H 
holdings. Quincy Mining Company's properties have been 
transferred within the past year to the Quincy Development 
Corporation, an affiliate of the Ventures Group. 

The most prominent of the local organizations that are 
attempting to preserve and interpret the mining heritage are the 
Quincy Mine Hoist Association and Coppertown, U.S.A. The hoist 
association was incorporated in 1962 to preserve and interpret 
the shaft-rockhouse (1908), the Nordberg hoist (1920), and the 
hoist-house (1920), all of which served the Quincy Mining 
Company's No. 2 Shaft. The Quincy Mine Hoist Association 
obtained a 99-year lease on these structures. It took 
approximately five years for the association to raise money and 
begin operating the structures as tourist attractions. Seed 
money was provided by the Quincy Mining Company through a no-
interest $50,000 loan. In addition, the Quincy Mining Company 
would match any local donations eight to one. Approximately 
$8,000 was raised locally, which was matched by a contribution of 
approximately $64,000. Since Quincy's properties were recently 
purchased by the Quincy Development Corporation, the association 
is now a lessee of that entity which honored the original 99-year 
lease agreement. In 1988, the directors of the Quincy Mining 
Company notified the hoist association that they would not have 
to repay their initial $50,000 loan. Through the years the 
Quincy Mine Hoist Association has preserved and interpreted these 
sites. Recently, through local donations and state grants, the 
association was able to re-sheath the exterior of the No. 2 
shaft-rockhouse. 

Coppertown, U.S.A. is a museum housed in Calumet and Hecla's 
former pattern shop. The museum is the single tangible result 
of a much larger plan. The plan, prepared in 1972 by Barton-
Aschman Associates for Universal Oil Products Realty Development 
Company, is titled Coppertown, U.S.A. -- A History and Tourist 
Center for the Keweenaw Peninsula. Coppertown, U.S.A. was to 
have been a "historic center and service facility for Copper 
Country tourism where history and traditions will live again and 
be a year-round source of inspiration, fun, and excitement to 
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visitors of all ages." The attraction would have been a large 
complex comprised of restored and adaptively used mining 
structures as well as new construction. It was to feature such 
attractions as a copper mining exhibition center, copper products 
exhibition center, an ethnic and cultural center, a festival 
plaza, an arts and crafts area, a large new hotel facility, and 
a 7 0-foot tall statue of a copper miner. The proposed complex 
was compared to Greenfield Village (Michigan) and Cooperstown 
(upstate New York). The museum, primarily open in the summer, is 
administered by a board of directors and is staffed by 
volunteers. It attracts approximately 4,000 visitors each year. 
The entire Michigan copper district is interpreted through 
several displays. The emphasis, however, is on Calumet and 
Hecla. 

In addition to the master plan for Coppertown, U.S.A., several 
other preservation plans have been prepared for the area. In 
1977, the Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region 
produced a document entitled Historic Preservation Plan, in which 
buildings and sites in a six-county area were surveyed. An 
evaluated inventory was produced which ranked the Calumet 
Downtown Historic District as the highest preservation priority 
in the six-county area. 

Also in 1977, the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), 
National Park Service, and the Michigan Bureau of History, 
Michigan Department of State, co-sponsored an inventory of 
historic engineering and industrial sites and structures in 
Michigan's Upper Peninsula. The result was The Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan; An Inventory of Historic Engineering and Industrial 
Sites, published in 1978. That survey included the Quincy Mine. 
Because of the mine's long history and impressive physical 
remains, HAER selected it as the subject of a recording project 
in the summer of 1978. Field measurements, photography, and 
historical research were all accomplished during a brief ten-
week period. Eventually, a book, Old Reliable, was produced by 
parties involved in the Quincy HAER Project. 

In 1979, a document entitled Calumet Downtown Historic District 
Plan was prepared by Preservation and Urban Design (Ann Arbor, 
Michigan) in association with local architect John Roger 
Johansen. The plan depicts all buildings in the village's 
downtown area with line drawings. Different elements of each 
building are evaluated to indicate which are non-contributing 
(negative), neutral, positive, or outstanding. The narrative 
discussed what property owners in the village should do to 
restore their buildings. 

Although unaware of the historical park movement initiated by 
Keweenaw Peninsula residents, the Conservation Foundation 
released a regional preservation proposal in October 1986. The 
plan is titled a Concept Paper to Generate a Proposal for the 
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Conservation, Enhancement, and Development of a Regional Heritage 
Reserve in Michigan's Western Upper Peninsula. It is a 
coordinated plan for preserving the cultural and natural heritage 
in the six counties of the western Upper Peninsula. The plan 
does not propose federal involvement but rather an advisory board 
made up of representatives from state agencies, regional colleges 
and universities, local governments, chambers of commerce, and 
business owners. 

Beyond these basic preservation organizations and plans, there 
were no unified efforts to preserve and interpret copper mining 
until the fall of 1986. At a meeting of the Calumet Downtown 
Development Authority, its members discussed the idea of a 
national historical park in the village of Calumet. At the 
meeting, Calumet and its substantial buildings and related 
mining structures were compared favorably to Lowell National 
Historical Park and Gettysburg National Military Park. On 
February 10, 1987, the headline of the Daily Mining Gazette 
(Houghton, Michigan) read: "Idea: Turn Calumet into a National 
Park." In the ensuing weeks the news of the proposed national 
park was carried by national wire services, regional television 
stations and newspapers, and the local news media. In late 
February, Representative Davis set up a five-person task force to 
explore the possibilities of creating a national park in the 
village of Calumet. One of his aides was dispatched to Lowell, 
Massachusetts, to seek advice from the Massachusetts 
congressional delegates who aided in creating Lowell National 
Historical Park. Additional impetus was generated when several 
local village and city councils and the chamber of commerce 
endorsed the park concept. On March 26, Congressman Davis 
requested the Secretary of the Interior to direct the National 
Park Service to prepare a reconnaissance study of the village of 
Calumet. On April 10, 1987, a town meeting was held at the 
Calumet Theatre. More than 300 local citizens came to hear 
Congressman Davis and representatives from the Lowell Historic 
Preservation Commission and Lowell Heritage State Park. Those 
present watched slides depicting the dramatic revitalization of 
the former industrial city. 

During the summer of 1987, Kathleen Lidfors, Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore historian, was selected to study the Calumet 
area to determine if it possessed national significance. She was 
assisted by Mary Hrenchir, a seasonal employee at Apostle 
Islands. Ms. Lidfors found that to adequately preserve and 
interpret the copper mining story, consideration had to be given 
to areas beyond the village boundary of Calumet. The entire 
picture of copper mining was best represented by three 
components: the village of Calumet, the former Calumet and Hecla 
Mining Company properties, and the former Quincy Mining Company 
properties. The village buildings best represent social, ethnic, 
and commercial themes. Extant Calumet and Hecla buildings best 
depict corporate paternalism and power, and the themes of 
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