Hard Drive to the Klondke:
Promoting Seattle During the Gold Rush

A HISTORIC RESOURCE STUDY FOR THE
SEATTLE UNIT OF THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

“The

(iold Fever
Is

Raging”

And we are working night and

day putiing up the very best
outfits that money can bhuy—out-
fits thut will make _\‘ou xlad
when you KL( there,  We have
put up miners oulrl for years
and cun give you om xool
healthy advice as to what you
should and what you should not
tuk(-

Seo to It that your Hill of fare
is \\-oll \)5lll|hc1‘(l-~l\0l 100 much
of this and too little of that, ay
the chances are azainst your
evening it up to your satisfuc-
tion when you get to the

KLONDYKE

Il OCCIDENTAL AVE.

A ANAAAN A

LE;L

LUSARAT

’Wi

EKLY

el

D1 GO GO D

~— )

Sixty-Eight Rich Men on
the Steamer Portland.

STACKS OF YELLOW METAL!




HARD DRIVE TO THE KLONDIKE:
PROMOTING SEATTLE DURING THE GOLD RUSH

A HISTORIC RESOURCE STUDY
FOR THE SEATTLE UNIT OF THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Prepared for

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE

ETR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
COLUMBIA CASCADES SUPPORT OFFICE

Prepared by

Lisa Mighetto
Marcia Babcock Montgomery

Historical Research Associates, Inc.
Seattle, Washington

November 1998




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The authors would like to thank the following individuals who reviewed this work for the
National Park Service: Edwin C. Bearss, Marc Blackburn, Betsy Duncan-Clark, Gretchen
Luxenberg, and Frank Norris. Terrence Cole of the Department of History at the University of
Alaska, Fairbanks reviewed the manuscript as well, and he provided illustrations and research
materials. Richard Engeman of the Special Collections Division at the University of
Washington; Lorraine McConaghy of the Museum of History and Industry, Seattle; and Robert
Weaver of Hart-Crowser, Inc., Seattle also provided research materials and valuable
suggestions.

Additional repositories consulted included the following: Alaska and Polar Regions
Archives, Rasmuson Library, University of Alaska, Fairbanks; Bellingham Public Library;
British Library, London; Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park Library, Seattle;
Jefferson County Historical Society Museum, Port Townsend; Oregon History Center,
Portland; Seattle City Archives; Seattle Department of Construction and Land Use; Seattle
Department of Neighborhoods, Office of Urban Conservation; Seattle Public Library; Tacoma
Public Library; Vancouver City Archives, British Columbia; Washington State Archives, Puget
Sound Regional Branch; and the Washington State Historical Society, Tacoma. We are
grateful to their staffs for their time and attention.

Lastly, we appreciated the efforts of Carol Conrad, Linda Naoi Goetz, and Beverly
Hawkins of Historical Research Associates, Inc. in assisting with formatting and layout of the

text and images.

Lisa Mighetto
Marcia Babcock Montgomery
Seattle, 1998

Klondike Gold Rush Historic Resource Study Page i



Pioneer Square, including the Maynard Building (pictured left), Pioneer Building (in the middle), and the Hotel Seattle
(pictured right) during the Klondike Gold Rush era, 1899.
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Pioneer Square from a similar vantage point a century later, 1998.
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INTRODUCTION
THE LEGACY OF THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH

“It was through the gold rush that Seattle learned the marketing flair it now
applies to selling computer software or persuading people to pay $2 ... for a
cup of coffee.”

- The Economist, 1997

S eattle, according to a recent article in The Economist, “‘is remarkable for its golden
touch.” The metropolitan area serves as a base for Bill Gates, America’s richest man, along
with several thousand Microsoft millionaires. The city supports numerous companies
recognized as “standard-setters in their businesses,” including Boeing, Nordstrom, and
Starbucks. Seattle became the largest city in the Pacific Northwest almost a century ago —
and for nearly that long historians and other analysts have examined the reasons for this
growth. The Economist has offered an intriguing, if somewhat ahistorical, interpretation: what
sets Seattle apart from other successful cities is a series of characteristics resulting from the
Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-1898.

During these years, thousands of prospectors headed for the Far North, passing through
San Francisco, Portland, Tacoma, Seattle, Victoria, and Vancouver, British Columbia. Of the
approximately 100,000 miners who started for the gold fields, 70,000 used Seattle as their
point of departure.” For the most part, however, it was not the stampeders who struck it rich.
As was the case with other gold rushes in the western United States, it was the merchants who
profited from the Klondike Gold Rush — and Seattle provides an excellent example of how
this event encouraged population growth and the development of businesses that outfitted and
transported the miners. During the late 1890s, “Klondike™” became a “magic word,” and
Seattle merchants used it to sell a variety of goods and services.’

The Klondike Gold Rush fueled a longstanding commercial spirit in Seattle that has
continued through the present. John Nordstrom and George Bartell, for example, started
companies during this era, providing clothing and supplies — and both remain thriving
businesses today. As The Economist observed, the Klondike Gold Rush helped Seattle develop

the “marketing flair” now applied to selling computer software and coffee. Few public
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Introduction

relations campaigns in American history could match the advertising blitz organized by the
Seattle Chamber of Commerce during the stampede to the Yukon and Alaska. As a result of
that marketing effort, Seattle became linked to Alaska and the Far North in the public mind.
Moreover, according to The Economist, the energetic, risk-taking entrepreneurship that
developed in the city during the late nineteenth century remains a “recipe for business
achievement.”

Of course, this interpretation is very much a product of the 1990s. It is difficult to
imagine The Economist printing such an idea 25 years earlier, with Boeing laying off
thousands of employees and Seattle’s economy plunging into recession. The 1990s, however,
have exhibited a resurgence of the commercial success, along with the vitality and energy, that
characterized the gold-rush era of the late 1890s and the early twentieth century. As an article
in Pacific Northwest observed, during the 1990s Seattle transformed from a “modest place” to
“musical mecca, center of the coffee universe, hip tourist destination, hacker heaven and
superliveable place.” Because 1997-1998 marks the centennial of the Klondike Gold Rush,
this seems an especially appropriate time to examine its legacy.

As noted, the Seattle area owes a good measure of its current good fortune to the
presence of Microsoft. As chairman of this company, Bill Gates has seen a connection
between the gold rush and the development of the software industry. “The Internet,” he wrote
in 1997, “is another case where people who are selling pans to the prospectors often will do
better than the prospectors themselves. Analysts, the people who assemble trade shows,
consultants, and others providing internet-related services may have a more sure-fire way of
benefiting than the poor prospectors out there wielding picks and axes.. ..”% No one in America
has demonstrated this point better than Gates. He personifies a quality called “hard drive,”
which is manifested in the philosophy “work hard, make better products, and win.”’
Persistence and assertiveness are essential components of Microsoft’s ethos.®

Interestingly, 100 years earlier a miner by the name of Swiftwater Bill Gates (no
relation to the current chairman of Microsoft) supposedly leaned from the window of a Seattle
hotel, showering gold nuggets from the Klondike on the passersby below.” The new “gold
rush” of the 1990s has once again brought recognition and prosperity to Seattle.

Not all historians, however, see the connection between the gold rush and the current

economy. Neither do historians agree as to the importance of the gold rush to Seattle’s
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development. Some view it as a pivotal event affecting the course of the city’s history. Others
argue that the arrival of the transcontinental railroad proved to be far more significant in
encouraging population growth and the expansion of local industries that had already gained a
foothold in the area. Few historians, however, would deny the importance of the late
nineteenth century in the development of Seattle. At the very least, the Klondike Gold Rush
coincided with major events, including the arrival of the railroad, and it exemplified continuing
trends in the city’s history. If not the primary cause of the city’s growth and prosperity, the
Klondike Gold Rush nonetheless serves as a colorful reflection of the era and its themes,
including the celebrated “Seattle spirit.”

This Historic Resource Study examines these issues, beginning in the early 1850s with
the founding of Seattle, and ending in 1909 with the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition
commemorating the Klondike Gold Rush and the growth of the city. Chapter One describes
early Seattle and the gold strike in the Klondike, while the following three chapters analyze
how the city became the gateway to the Yukon, how the stampede to the Far North stimulated
local businesses, and how the city’s infrastructure and boundaries changed during the era of the
gold rush. Chapter Five looks at how historians have interpreted the Klondike Gold Rush
throughout the twentieth century. The final chapter brings the Klondike story up to the
present, describing the establishment of the Pioneer Square Historic District and the Klondike
Gold Rush National Historical Park. It also describes the buildings and structures associated
with the gold rush that remain standing, emphasizing those that have not yet been recognized
or listed in the National Register. These historic resources serve as reminders of the period

that, in the words of one observer, “put Seattle on the map.”"°
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This proposed design for a city seal illustrated the spirit of determination that characterized
Seattle in 1897. [Source: Museum of History and Industry, Seattle.]
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CHAPTER ONE
“BY-AND-BY”: THE EARLY HISTORY OF SEATTLE

“In a sense, Seattle itself arrived on the steamer PORTLAND.”
- Ross Anderson, The Seattle Times, 1997

Founding The City

S eattle has a long history of profiting from gold rushes. Beginning with the
stampede to California in the mid-nineteenth century and continuing through the Klondike
craze of 1897-1898, Seattle business interests were quick to spot economic opportunity. The
California Gold Rush rapidly expanded the development of San Francisco in the early 1850s,
opening a market for the lumber that grew in abundance in the Puget Sound region. Seattle’s
first business was a sawmill located at the foot of what is now Yesler Way. “You have the
timber up there that we want and must have,” one California miner advised an early Seattle
resident. “By selling us lumber ... you’ll soon be rich.”' The city’s founders swiftly
recognized the potential value of the area’s natural resources. They named their initial
settlement in what is now West Seattle “New York-Alki,” reflecting their ambition that “by-
and-by” it would enjoy a prosperity rivaling that of the large cities on the eastern seaboard.’

The Denny party, which included 24 people led by former Illinois resident Arthur
Denny, first settled on Alki Point in 1851. They arrived aboard the schooner Exact on a dreary
November day. As many historians have recounted, some of the party’s women responded to
the wet, unfamiliar landscape by weeping.> This site proved to be unsuitable, prompting
Denny, Carson Boren, and William Bell to explore the sheltered shoreline of Elliott Bay to the
east. Here, in February of 1852, they chose a new location for their town, calling the site
“Duwamps,” after the nearby Duwamish River. That summer, they changed the name to
Seattle, after the Indian leader Sealth.*

The new settlement consisted of an eight-acre island bordered by a saltwater lagoon to
the east, and tideflats to the south. The settlers’ initial claims ran from the foot of what is now
Denny Way south to the island, near the intersection of First Avenue and King Street. The

island’s high point was located between Jackson and King streets on First Avenue.
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Seattle, 1856. [Source: Calvin F. Schmid, Social Trends in Seattle (Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 1944)]

Throughout the nineteenth century, Seattle residents filled the surrounding tidelands, which
today stand approximately 12 feet above the high-water level.’

Shortly after the members of the Denny party had staked their claims, Dr. David
Swinson (known as “Doc”) Maynard arrived. Perhaps the most colorful of Seattle’s pioneers,
he headed west from Ohio in 1850, hoping to escape a bad marriage and to strike it rich in the
California gold fields.® “The first entry in his travel diary,” observed historian Murray
Morgan, “expressed the intention of many another man who eventually settled in Seattle: ‘Left
here for California.”””’” A personable, gregarious, and “hard-drinking” man, Maynard was also a

“buyer and a seller.” In 1852, he settled in Seattle, where he opened the first store. He
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established a 58-block tract that included part of the island and the lagoon, and joined other
settlers in donating land to Henry Yesler for the creation of a sawmill.® Maynard served as a
physician, justice of the peace, and the town’s first booster.” As historian Roger Sale
explained, he “was willing to do anything to make Seattle grow.”'o

Yesler’s business became the hub of Seattle's economy, and the new town’s labor force
expanded. Workers skidded enormous trees down Mill Street — or “Skid Road” (now Yesler
Way), to be cut into lumber. In 1854, Yesler constructed a wharf, and he began depositing
sawdust from his mill into the bay and saltwater lagoon, thus increasing the land base along the
waterfront. He also built a cookhouse, which became Seattle’s first restaurant, along with a
hall that became the town’s meeting place.!' By 1860, Seattle’s population had reached
approximately 150 residents. The commercial district on First Avenue South ran four blocks,
from Yesler’s mill to King Street. The city, incorporated in 1865, began to address the
transportation problems created by the wet climate, which turned dirt streets into impassable
bogs. Road crews planked Third Avenue with wood, marking the eastern border of the
town.'?

In 1869, when Seattle received its first charter, Yesler became mayor. Like Maynard,
he hailed from Ohio. In contrast to Maynard, however, he remained “dour and tight-fisted,”
eventually selling his sawmill to pursue a more lucrative career in real estate. In Sales’
estimation, had Seattle been settled mostly by people like Yesler, it would have evolved into
little more than a company town rather than the largest city on Puget Sound."

From the outset, Seattle’s character differed from that of other early communities on
Puget Sound, such as Port Gamble. According to numerous historians, Arthur Denny
embodied the nature of this difference. A man with “an innate business sense,” he had left his
home in Illinois to take advantage of the opportunities that the West presented — and he
realized the economic connection between Seattle and San Francisco very quickly. During the
early 1850s, ships arrived from California loaded with merchandise to be sold on commission
in Seattle. Denny found a way to keep the profits by building a store on the corner of First
Avenue and Washington Street, and purchasing stock directly in San Francisco. His
entrepreneurial activities helped “reduce San Francisco’s hold on Seattle.”"*

Throughout the remainder of his life, Denny engaged in a variety of businesses, ranging

from banking to producing building materials. He also surveyed and platted much of the

Klondike Gold Rush Historic Resource Study Page 13



By and By: The Early History of Seattle

downtown area, donating land for establishing a university. Perhaps the best example of
Denny’s foresight was his interest in the railroad and his efforts to expand Seattle’s
transportation system, described below. Taken individually, these activities were not unique
in burgeoning western communities. What set Denny apart was the extent of his “energy and
vision.” When he saw a need in the community, he stepped in to fill it, sometimes turning a
handsome profit in the process. Even so, he was motivated by more than money, “feeling the
growth of his own property to be a part of the growth of Seattle.” Denny’s activities led to “a
decreasing dependence on the outside world for Seattle’s essential livelihood,” paving the way
for future development.'” He thus represented the vitality and the entrepreneurism that would
characterize Seattle later in the century — qualities that would place the city in an

advantageous position during the Klondike Gold Rush era.

EElE

\ i

Seattle, early in 1865, from Main Street and First Avenue South, looking north. [Source: Clarence B.
Bagley, History of Seattle from the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time (Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing
Company, 1916)]
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Early Local Industries

The Donation Land Claim Act of 1850 encouraged settlement of the Pacific Northwest.
This early homestead measure offered each white male adult 320 acres of land if single, and if
he married by December 1, 1851, his wife was entitled to an additional 320 acres in her own
right. To take advantage of this measure, settlers were required only to reside on the land and
cultivate it for four years.16

Seattle further benefited from its proximity to farmlands in the Duwamish Valley.
While the town’s lumber industry developed during the 1850s, farmers staked claims along the
river and prairies as far south as Auburn. Here they raised livestock and a variety of crops,
including wheat, oats, peas, and potatoes, which they traded with Seattle settlers.'”

Probably no development proved more influential to the early growth of Seattle than
the arrival of the railroad. Arthur Denny realized the importance of connecting the town by
rail line from the outset of his settlement on Puget Sound. His dream was delayed, however,
by conflicts with Indians during the 1850s, and by the opening of Kansas and Nebraska for
homesteading, which diverted potential settlers. During the 1860s, the Civil War further
slowed railroad development in the West. Denny’s hopes were rekindled in 1870, when the
Northern Pacific Railroad began building a road west from Minnesota and a branch line from
the Columbia River to Puget Sound. To help finance construction, the federal government
gave the Northern Pacific the rights to millions of acres of land.'®

Seattle and Tacoma competed for the position as terminus for this transcontinental
railroad. In 1873, Seattle residents urged the Northern Pacific to build its terminal in their
town, extending offers of $250,000 in cash and 3,000 acres of undeveloped land — much of
which was located along the waterfront. The railroad company, however, decided to make
Tacoma its terminus, owing to the greater opportunities for land speculation that the “City of
Destiny” to the south presented. As The Oregonian, a Portland newspaper, explained, Tacoma
became a company town, “largely the creation of the Northern Pacific” for “the benefit of
some of its managers who compose the Tacoma Land Company.”"® Disappointed Seattle
residents, including Denny, formed the Seattle & Walla Walla Railroad, resolving to build their
own connection over Snoqualmie Pass. On May Day of 1874, they organized a picnic and
started laying track. Historians came to view this “bold and amusing” incident as reflecting a

distinctive “spirit” in Seattle, characterized by optimism and determination.*
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The effort to build a rail line from Seattle across the Cascade Mountains soon
languished, due to lack of funds. Similarly, the Northern Pacific had collapsed in 1873, when

Jay Cooke, its financier, went bankrupt.2 !

Meanwhile, the discovery of coal deposits south
and east of Seattle further encouraged city residents to develop local rail lines. By the 1870s,
Seattle had nearly exhausted its supply of timber — and the coal located in Renton, on the
southern shore of Lake Washington, presented the opportunity for an additional export. In
1876, James Colman purchased Yesler’s wharf, taking over construction of the Seattle &
Walla Walla Railroad. He extended the rail line to Renton and Newcastle, and Seattle began
sending coal to markets in Portland and San Francisco. Trains carried coal across the tideflats,
to docks on Elliott Bay. The rail connections, along with deposits discovered in Issaquah and
Black Diamond, helped make coal a significant export, second only to lumber. So significant
was the development of coal that Seattle came to be called “the Liverpool of the North.”*

During the 1880s, Seattle enjoyed its “first great spurt of growth..”® Residents
established a chamber of commerce to promote business interests in 1882, and five years later
the Northern Pacific Railroad completed its transcontinental line to Tacoma, thus linking Puget
Sound to the markets of the eastern United States. The railroad also helped make Seattle
accessible to migrants, who traveled north from Tacoma on a branch line.?* As the mayor of
Seattle, Henry Yesler viewed these railroad connections with considerable enthusiasm. He
predicted in 1886 that “in the near future more than one transcontinental railroad will be
humbly asking for our trade and support.” So bright were Seattle’s prospects that Yesler
downplayed its competition with Tacoma. Once the transcontinental railroad reaches Seattle,
he suggested, “it will be a matter of wonder that any other city upon Puget Sound ever dreamed
of being our rival, far less our superior.”®® By 1888, a tunnel through Stampede Pass, which
cut through the Cascade Mountains, had allowed for direct rail service from eastern points to
Seattle.

During the 1880s, the city’s population expanded from 3,500 to more than 43,000.%°
Rapid growth had its drawbacks, at least from an aesthetic perspective. Ernest Ingersoll, a
writer who visited Seattle at this time, characterized it as "scattered" and disorganized. "The

town has grown too fast to look well or healthy," he informed readers of Harper's New

Monthly Magazine. "Everybody has been in [such] great haste to get there and get a roof over
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his head that he has not minded much how it looked or pulled many stumps out of his door-
yard."*’

Seattle’s commercial district remained centered around the waterfront, which, by the
late 1880s, had featured a patchwork of piers and frame buildings extending over the bay.”®
While developing its rail connections, the city relied heavily on maritime traffic — some of
which focused on the Far North, due to an increasing commercial interest in the region’s fur
seals and fisheries. Although the Alaska Commercial Company was based in San Francisco,
by the 1880s, Seattle also had become a center of water trade between Puget Sound and the
Far North.”’ The construction of “larger and better wharves” and improved shipping facilities
hastened this transition.*

The Pacific Coast Steamship Company provided the first direct, regular service from
Seattle to Alaska in 1886. During the mid-1890s, the Alaska Steamship Company formed in
Seattle, and the Japan Steamship Company placed its western American terminus at the city,

contracting with the railroad for exchange of freight and delivery. This development

Yesler's Wharf about 1885. [Source: Clarence B. Bagley, History of Seattle from the Earliest Settlement to
the Present Time (Chicago: S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1916)]
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The Columbia and Puget Sound Railway Terminals on King Street and Occidental Avenue about 1883.
[Source: Clarence B. Bagley, History of Seattle from the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time (Chicago:
S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1916)]

represented an “immense advance in the commerce of the city.”' When the Japanese
steamship Miiki Maru sailed into Elliott Bay with a cargo of silk and tea in 1896, the Seattle
city council declared a holiday.” In the years before the Klondike Gold Rush, then, Seattle
established a trade link with Alaska and the Far North as well as with the Far East.

A variety of shipping company offices were located along First Avenue South , which
also supported such businesses as meat packing, food processing, furniture manufacturing, and
breweries. These industries served Seattle residents as well as the outlying logging, farming,
and mining communities.”> City laborers found lodging in hotels, tenements, and boarding
houses located off Main Street.**

During this era, Seattle included a Chinese community, located initially in the area
around First Avenue South and Occidental Avenue. Chinese immigrants came to the
Northwest in the 1870s, to work on the region’s rail lines and in its mines. For the next two
decades, they also labored on regrading projects and in laundries, canneries, and stores. By

the 1880s, the Chinese community had moved to Washington Street, between Second and
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Third avenues, where residents often lived above stores and retail businesses. Anti-Chinese
sentiment, encouraged by white laborers, erupted in riots during the mid-1880s, prompting
declaration of martial law. Before troops arrived, many Chinese workers were evicted from
the city. Those remaining in Seattle continued to live along Washington Street, where they
were joined by an influx of Japanese workers.>

Most of the town’s infrastructure — including streets, wharves, businesses, and
residences — was made of wood. In 1889, however, Seattle had the opportunity to rebuild
itself. On June 6 of that year, a devastating fire swept through downtown, beginning in a store
on the corner of First Avenue and Madison Street eventually destroying more than 30 blocks.
Although destructive, this blaze resulted in new development, as Seattle passed an ordinance
requiring that buildings downtown be constructed of brick and stone.’ 6

Observers — and investors — noted that the fire sparked the “Seattle spirit” of
optimism and determination. Seattle resident Judge Thomas Burke, for example, described
the post-fire mood of the town as one of “vigor and energy.” The flames “had scarcely been
extinguished before the rebuilding of the City and the re-establishment of business in the
various lines had been begun,” he stated in July of 1889. “Banks have now on deposit more

than they ever had before.”’

Early historians Similarly EARLY POPULATION GROWTH IN SEATTLE

praised the pluck and resolve

. _ 1860 c.150
of Seattle citizens for their 1865 ¢.350
. . 1870 1,107
swift response to the disaster. 1875 1,512
« : » : 1880 3,533
Fate lit a torch,” explained 1885 9.786
Welford Beaton in 1914,
“which called to arms the Source: Clarence B. Bagley, History of Seattle from the Earliest
: . Settlement to the Present Time, Vol. 2
enterprise and spirit of the (Chicago: S.J. Publishing Co., 1916), p.698.

people,” who began the task

of rebuilding “while the ashes
were still warm.”® Citizens in Seattle had further cause for optimism in July of 1889, when
territorial delegates met in Olympia to draft a state constitution and by-laws. On November

11 of that year, Washington was admitted to the Union as the 42nd state.*
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After the fire, the center of business activity in Seattle gradually expanded from
Yesler's wharf to the north, east, and southeast. Neighborhoods emerged along the electric
streetcar lines, established in 1884, that ran north and east from downtown.** Many residents
lived in the core of the city, in the five blocks on either side of Yesler Way, between First and
Third Avenues. According to Sale, downtown Seattle featured “furniture and cabinet makers,
machine shops, groceries, laundries, dressmakers, meat and fish merchants, and in a great
many instances the owners and employees of these businesses lived there or nearby." In short,
"light industry and office work were next to each other, and both were next to all kinds of
residences."*’ The presence of these various industries, along with the transportation
infrastructure, helped business interests in Seattle take advantage of the opportunities presented

at the onset of the Klondike Gold Rush.

The 1890s

The rebuilding of Seattle and the continued expansion of the town’s infrastructure
encouraged some residents to meet the 1890s with high expectations — and the decade began
favorably in Seattle. In 1890, The Overland Monthly, a national publication, characterized the
industrial growth in Puget Sound as “very remarkable.”** By that year, the population of
Seattle had reached 40,000. According to The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, newcomers were
attracted to the town’s “independent enterprise and go-aheadiveness.”* The decade began in
Seattle with a “building boom” prompted not only by the fire but also by the arrival of James
J. Hill’s Great Northern Railway. Judge Burke persuaded Hill to select the town as the
terminus for his transcontinental line, which reached Puget Sound in 1893. Historians would
later view this event as monumental in significance for its contribution to the growth of the
city’s economy and infrastructure.

The 1890s, however, proved to be anything but gay. In 1893, unchecked speculation
on Wall Street and overexpansion of railroads created the worst economic downturn that the
nation had yet experienced. Europe, South Africa, and South America also felt the effects of
what came to be known as the Panic of 1893. Frightened foreign investors sold their American
bonds, draining gold from the U.S. Treasury. The prosperity in Seattle stimulated by the Great

344

Northern Railway “collapsed with an abruptness that ruined thousands.”™" Edith Feero Larson,

who lived in Tacoma during the Panic of 1893, later recalled that “the Northwest should have
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boomed with the completion of the railroads.... It did for a few months, then money began to
disappear and no one had any work. For a while our papa cut firewood for the railway for a
dollar a day — a fourteen-hour day. ‘It keeps us eating,” he said.”*® So dismal was the
economic depression during the 1890s that one local historian has portrayed it as “the decade
of misery.”*®

Economic hard times strengthened interest in the People’s or Populist party throughout
the Pacific Northwest. Populism appealed to voters who regarded the “Gilded Age” of the late
nineteenth century with disenchantment. While the industrialization of the country after the
Civil War had brought vast fortunes to a few individuals, the gap between the wealthy and the
poor had widened considerably. The misery of the depression gave rise to unrest. In 1894
unemployed workers from the Pacific Northwest — known as Coxey’s Army — marched east
toward Capitol Hill, intending to demand jobs. The U.S. Army overtook these desperate men
in Wyoming, after they had commandeered a train. That year, the Pullman strike also marked
the first nationwide walkout by railroad workers. Corruption in government added to the
dissatisfaction that fueled Populist sentiment — and by the early 1890s unprecedented
unemployment increased calls for reforms. These included government ownership of railroad,
telegraph, and telephone lines as well as federal anti-trust legislation to curtail corporate
power."’

One of the most prominent platforms of the Populist party became the free and
unlimited coinage of silver by the federal treasury. The hope was that this inflationary measure
would stimulate the national economy, while bolstering the flagging silver mining industry in
the West. Opposition to the Free Silver Movement generally came from eastern-based bankers
and financiers who favored the traditional hard money, or gold standard. Many voters in
Washington state, however, embraced the Populist party — especially after the Panic of 1893.
“ By 1896, The Seattle Daily Times had become a voice of the Populist party, advocating free
coinage of silver. The newspaper’s masthead supported laborers against “the silk-stockinged
gentlemen” who favored the gold standard.*

In the presidential election of 1896, Washington and Idaho supported William Jennings
Bryan, the Populist and Democratic candidate and an advocate of free silver. “You shall not
press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns,” he warned the opposition at the

Democratic convention. “You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold!” His words
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revealed that free silver had become “almost as much a religious as a financial issue.” Even
so, Republican “Gold Bugs” triumphed over what they regarded as the “silver lunacy,” with
their candidate, William McKinley, winning the presidency.”® The advocacy of Free Silver as
a means to alleviate the depression in the 1890s directed national attention to the discovery and
mining of precious metals throughout the West and Far North, helping to set the stage for the
Klondike Gold Rush. *'

The anxious tone of the early 1890s was further reflected in Frederick Jackson Turner’s
Frontier Thesis. Delivered in 1893 before a Chicago meeting of the American Historical
Association, this bold interpretation of American history suggested the national identity had
been shaped by the so-called “frontier experience.” As Turner explained, “The existence of an
area of free land, its continuous recession, and the advance of American settlement westward,
explain American development.” According to him, the expansion into western lands had
transformed immigrants into self-reliant, independent, inventive Americans. The frontier,
moreover, represented the opportunity for fresh starts. Turner’s thesis touched a nerve in the
1890s, as the forces that he claimed had shaped the American character seemed to be fast
disappearing. Three years earlier, the U.S. Census had declared the frontier to be “closed,”
ending an era in American history. As the Superintendent of the Census explained in 1890, “at
present the unsettled area has been so broken into by isolated bodies of settlement that there
can hardly be said to be a frontier line.”*

Scholars have debated Turner’s thesis since it appeared in the 1890s. The New Western
Historians in the 1980s and 1990s, for example, criticized its ethnocentric assumptions,
pointing out that the “free land” Turner described was hardly a “frontier” to the Indian and
Latino peoples already living there.”> Even so, during the 1890s, Turner’s thesis signaled a
concern that the West no longer represented a land of promise or a safety valve for the laborers
of the East. Although the number of Americans aware of it would have been limited in 1893,
Turner’s thesis exemplified “a growing perception that the frontier era was over.”>*

This concern was not limited to the perceived availability of western lands. The
dispirited tone of the 1890s appeared in a variety of forums, including popular journals, which
summarized the “mood of the age” as one of “pessimism.”* As The Seattle Daily Times

explained in 1897, “the great majority of the American people ... have suffered so much loss

of property and the ordinary comforts of life, during the last four years.” So “burdensome” had
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the economic hard times become “that endurance for another year seemed almost
impossible.”>® For many Americans, the Klondike Gold Rush provided a welcome distraction.
Although its precise impact on the depression is difficult to determine, the stampede became a
focus for hope and expectation during the late 1890s — even for those who did not leave for
the Far North.

As the historian Roderick Nash pointed out, for many Americans the Yukon promised
more than economic gain. The timing of the Klondike stampede, he explained in Wilderness

and the American Mind, was particularly significant:

When the forty-niners rushed to California’s gold fields in the mid-nineteenth century, the
United States was still a developing nation with a wild West. The miners did not seem
picturesque and romantic so much as uncouth and a bit embarrassing to a society trying to
mature. But with the frontier officially dead (according to the 1890 census), the time was ripe
for a myth that accorded cowboys and hunters and miners legendary proportions. Americans of
the early twentieth century were prepared to romanticize the “ninety-eighters” and paint their

rush to the gold of the north in glowing colors.

The image of the Far North as a wild, savage place proved appealing. The wide circulation of
Jack London’s novel, The Call of the Wild (1903), exemplified the popularity of this

romanticized view of the gold rush.”’

Gold Fever Strikes

Few events in the history of Seattle have produced more excitement than the stampede
to the Yukon. Gold discoveries at Circle City and Cook Inlet in Alaska sparked a small rush in
Seattle in 1896, but the fervor did not equal that generated by the Klondike strike. The
discovery of gold in 1896 on Rabbit Creek, a tributary of the Klondike River, heralded a
momentous era for the city. In July of 1897, the ships Excelsior and Portland docked in San
Francisco and Seattle respectively, carrying three tons of gold between them from the Far
North. The media lost no time in spreading the news, sparking the “Klondike Fever” that
gripped much of the nation and Seattle for the next two years. The Seaitle Post-Intelligencer
produced one of the most memorable accounts of the Portland’s arrival. The paper chartered a

tug so that one of its correspondents could meet this vessel as it sailed, laden with gold
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nuggets, into Puget Sound.
“GOLD! GOLD! GOLD!
GOLD!,” the headline of July

Miners on board the Portland, along with fortunes from the
Klondike gold fields, included the following:

Qi vty TS Clarence Barry $45,000

17, 1897 read. “Sixty-Eight e e 50,000
Rich Men on the Steamer Frank Keller 10,000
James Pickett 20,000

Portland. STACKS OF William Stanley 10,000
1558 . G.W. Anderson 25,000

YELLOW METAL! This William Sloan 10,000
1d b fth Wilkerson 10,000
would prove to be one of the Frank Phiscator 70,000
o : Anderson 10,000

most enduring images in 2 10,000
Seattle’s history, contributing to George Gray 10,000
Charles Warden 10,000

the city’s identity. As one Jack Moffit 12,000
James Coslow 15,000

reporter observed 100 years

later, “in a sense, Seattle itself Source: San Francisco Chronicle, July 17,1897

arrived on the steamer
Portland.””

The Seattle Daily Times conveyed the sense of excitement and exhilaration that swept
the town. “All that anyone hears at present is ‘Klondyke,’” it reported on July 23, 1897. “It is
impossible to escape it. Itis talked in the morning; it is discussed at lunch; it demands
attention at the dinner table; it is all one hears during the interval of his after-dinner smoke; and
at night one dreams about mountains of yellow metal with nuggets as big as fire plugs.”60
Similarly, the celebrated nature writer John Muir, hired by the San Francisco Examiner to
describe the Far North, observed, “The Klondyke! The Klondyke! Which is the best way into
the yellow Klondyke? Is all the cry nowadays.” ®

Confusion about the term “Klondike” added to the mystery of the gold fields. The
press typeset the words “Klondike,” “Klondyke,” and “Clondyke,” sometimes seemingly at
random, although the Post-Intelligencer favored “Clondyke,” while the Times preferred using a

“K.” In August of 1897, the U.S. government and the Associated Press chose “Klondike” as
the official spelling.(’2
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This illustration depicted Klondike miners arriving in Seattle in 1897.
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Whatever the spelling, it soon became clear what the word conveyed to readers. The
national journal Leslie’s Weekly, for example, reported that it “stands for millions of gold, and
is a synonym for the advancement, after unspeakable suffering, of hundreds of miners from
poverty to affluence in a brief period of a few months.”® Four years of depression had
increased the appeal of the gold fields. One ounce of gold was worth $16 in 1897 — a year
when typical wages totaled approximately $14 for 78 hours of work. Moreover, the Far North
offered opportunity for adventure and exploration during an era that had witnessed the close of
the “frontier.”®

News of the Klondike strike quickly spread to the Midwest and East Coast, where
stories of instant wealth were circulated with a vigor that matched the media coverage in the
West — at least initially. Two days after the Portland docked in Seattle, New York City was
“touched” with gold fever. “Klondyke Arouses the East,” announced The Seattle Daily Times
on July 20, 1897. “Effete Civilization ... Affected by the Reports.” New York City had
contributed a large number of Forty-niners to the California Gold Rush, and observers
expected it would again be well represented among the eastern argonauts headed for the Far
North.®*  The New York Times reported the Klondike strike as monumentally significant. This
publication quoted Clarence King, a celebrated geologist, as asserting, "The rush to the
Klondike is one of the greatest in the history of the country.”*

The Post-Intelligencer proved even more enthusiastic, describing the Klondike
stampede as “one of the greatest migrations in the history of the world.”®” Both the Times and
the Post-Intelligencer sent correspondents to the gold fields. Reporter S.P. Weston took a
dozen carrier pigeons to send messages to the Associated Press and the Post-Intelligencer.®®
These Seattle papers also produced special Klondike editions, providing information on
outfitting and prospecting.®’ Harper’s Weekly, a national publication, sent special
correspondent Tappan Adney to the Yukon to keep its readership informed, while The
Illustrated London News sent Julius Price.”

The impact of this kind of media attention was immediate. Hundreds of spectators had
crowded the waterfront in Seattle to greet the Portland. On July 18, 1897 — just one day after
that vessel arrived, the steamer 4/-Ki departed for the Yukon, filled to capacity with miners
and 350 tons of supplies.”' As a Times headline explained on July 19, “Men With the Gold

Fever” were “Hustling to Go.”"
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So strong was the lure of the Klondike that cities along Puget Sound had difficulty
retaining employees. Much of Tacoma’s fire department resigned to leave for the Yukon,
while several Seattle policemen also quit. Some stores had to close because their clerks left
abruptly for the Far North. The Rainier Produce Company lost its manager when news of the
gold strike hit Seattle.”” The labor shortage similarly affected the Seattle District of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, which had difficulty retaining workers to complete its fortification
projects in the Puget Sound region. “Due to the Klondike excitement,” explained one
contractor, it is “impossible to secure steady and reliable men in anything like adequate
numbers.”’* Even Seattle’s mayor, W.D. Wood, succumbed to gold fever, as did Col. K.C.
Washburn, a King County and state legislator. “Seattle is Klondike Crazy,” one San Francisco
Chronicle headline explained on July 17, 1897. “Men of All Professions [Are] Preparing for
the Gold Fields.””

Within a week, the Seattle city council raised the salaries of police officers, and the
Post-Intelligencer issued a warning to job hunters that there was no labor shortage in the city,
to prevent a rush for the abandoned positions.”® The discovery of gold in the Yukon was even
credited with lowering the crime rate in the Puget Sound area, “since the men who would
ordinarily commit offenses against the laws of the city or state now have something else to
think about.””’ These were crimes such as burglary, for the gold rush encouraged the
development of vice-related offenses.

When the gold craze hit the nation, few Americans were familiar with the geography of
the Far North. Many assumed that the Klondike was located in Alaska, instead of in the
Yukon, in Canadian territory. Klondike guidebooks — some of which were hastily produced
in a matter of days — further obscured the issue. The Chicago Record’s Book for Gold
Seekers, for example, used the terms “Klondike” and “Alaska Gold Fields” interchangeably.
Blinded by visions of treasure, many prospective miners were ignorant of what a trip to the Far
North would entail.”® Upon hearing the news of the Klondike strike, a group of enterprising
New Yorkers made plans to walk to the gold fields from the East Coast. ” Similarly, one New

York woman inquired upon arriving in Seattle, “Can I walk to the Klondike or is it too far?”%
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10 THE KLONDYKE BY BALLOON.

Four Daring Aeronauts-te. Sail to the Gold Fiefds
" in the World's Fair Monster Airship.

Others planned to reach the
Yukon by balloon. Charles
Kuenzel, a resident of Hoboken,
New Jersey, organized an airship
expedition. “We may get lost away
up in the air somewhere,” he
conceded. “The Western and
Klondike country is strange to me,
and I may make some mistakes in
steering. There are no charts for the
air. But I’ll land all right.”®'
Similarly, a group of enthusiastic
Canadians planned to launch a “line
of airships” to the Klondike.*

Although these whimsical,
optimistic schemes can appear
charming today, the stampede to the
Klondike brought tragedy to many

— even to those who remained

home. By 1898, the Seattle police

had received hundreds of inquiries

about missing persons. One distraught

woman from Olympia reported that her

husband had left for Seattle and was not heard from again. She feared he had fallen ill, or had

become a victim of “the wicked part of the city.” As The Times described the situation,

“Children left behind and forgotten want to come to their fathers and mothers; old fathers in

the East inquire for sons; wives in destitute circumstances for husbands; old, gray haired

mothers write tear stained letters pitifully begging the Chief of Police to hunt up their wayward

83
boys.”
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The gold rush, according to the Post-Intelligencer, had resulted in a “Nest of Missing
People.”84 Clearly some gold seekers did not want to be found. Even so, many died
attempting to reach the Klondike — and their identities were not always known. On a
February evening in 1898, for example, the steamer Clara Nevada exploded and burned while
en route between Skagway and Seattle. More than 70 of its passengers were lost, and aside
from the crew it was not clear who was on board.®> A month after the disaster, the ship’s
carpenter notified The Seattle Daily Times that although the newspaper reported his death, he
remained “alive and hardy and well.”%

The Klondike Gold Rush attracted approximately 100,000 miners, 70,000 of whom
passed through Seattle, nearly doubling the population of the city. So extensive was this
migration that the Post-Intelligencer ran a regular column titled “The Passing Throng.” 87
Although the majority were white men, African-Americans traveled to the gold fields as well.
Many women went, too, sometimes bringing their families. The Klondike Gold Rush was a
multi-national event, attracting argonauts of various agés and ethnicity.®®

For the most part, however, it was not the prospectors who profited from the stampede
to the Klondike. Instead, it was the merchants who struck pay dirt, as the gold rush encouraged
the development of businesses that outfitted and transported the miners. As noted, Seattle
already had the transportation network, infrastructure, and local industries needed to benefit
from the migration to the Far North. Seattle also benefitted from the farmlands, coal deposits,

and forests in the surrounding area. All that was need was publicity promoting the city — a

theme that is analyzed throughout the following chapter.
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CHAPTER TWO
SELLING SEATTLE

“There is probably no city in the Union today so much talked about as Seattle
and there Is certainly none toward which more faces are at present turned.
From every nook and corner of America and from even the uttermost parts of
the earth, a ceaseless, restless throng is moving —moving toward the land of
the midnight sun and precious gold, and moving through its natural gateway

— the far-famed City of Seattle.”
- The Seattle Daily Times, 1898

“We are taking advantage of the Klondike excitement to let the world know

about Seattle.”
- Erastus Brainerd, 1897

Erastus Brainerd and The Seattle Chamber of Commerce

S eattle’s reputation as the gateway to Alaska and the Far North is widespread.
Alaska Airlines remains based in this city, providing a modern example of the transportation
connections that were established in the late nineteenth century. As historian Murray Morgan
observed, Seattle residents “tend to look on Alaska as their very own....Seattle stores display
sub-arctic clothing, though Puget Sound winters are usually mild; Seattle curio shops feature
»l

totem poles, though no Puget Sound Indian ever carved one.

legacy of the Klondike Gold Rush, which linked Seattle and the Far North in the public mind.

This perception is in part a

It resulted from an extensive advertising campaign designed and launched by the Seattle
Chamber of Commerce in 1897.

From the outset of the gold rush, Seattle newspapers promoted their city as the obvious
point of outfitting and departure for the Yukon. “If there ever was competition between Seattle
and other cities on the Pacific Coast relative to Alaska business,” The Seattle Post-Intelligencer
boasted on July 25, 1897, “it has entirely disappeared....Seattle controls the trade with Alaska.
There is no other way to state the fact — the control is complete and absolute.” As the Post-

Intelligencer concluded, the rush to the Klondike was “centered in Seattle.”

Despite such bold
assertions, however, it took the Seattle Chamber of Commerce months of effort in public
relations to make this “fact” a reality. Comprised of only seven key members, it proved to be a

very vocal force in promoting Seattle.
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Cooper and Levy — a major outfitter in the city — moved Seattle boosters to action.

One of the owners notified the Chamber of Commerce that railroad companies were not

routing many of the early Klondike stampeders through Seattle. Initially, only the Great

Northern Railway took Yukon-bound passengers to this city, while the Southern Pacific routed

passengers to San Francisco, the Northern Pacific advertised Portland, and the Canadian

Pacific promoted Vancouver, British Columbia. The Chamber of Commerce thus established

the Bureau of Information on August 30, 1897, to devise a plan for promoting Seattle as the

Klondike outfitting and departure center. It also charged the Bureau of Information with

counteracting the efforts of other cities in this direction. Even more significant, members

appointed Erastus Brainerd as secretary and executive officer.” Were it not for this move,

Seattle might not have figured as prominently as it did in the Klondike trade.

Brainerd proved to be the most influential
of Seattle’s boosters during the Klondike Gold
Rush. What was most remarkable about his
advertising campaign was that it was waged during
an era before the practice of swaying public opinion
had become commonplace. His social status and
his professional contacts helped his publicity
efforts. Born in the Connecticut River Valley in
1855, Brainerd attended Phillips Exeter Academy,
and graduated from Harvard at the tender age of 19.
After serving as curator of engravings at the Boston
Museum of Arts, he traveled to Europe, where he
promoted a tour for W. Irving Bishop, a “lecturing
showman.” While in Europe, Brainerd displayed
his gregarious personality and his propensity for
joining, becoming a Knight of the Order of St. John
of Jerusalem, a Knight of the Red Cross of Rome, a

Knight Templar, and a Mason.’

BUREAU OF INFORMATION, SEATTLE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 1897

Erastus Brainerd, Secretary

Edward F. Sweeney, president of Seattle
Brewing and Malt Company

J.W. Goodwin, J.W. Goodwin & Company

Emil Lobe, Golden Rule Bazaar

Samuel Rosenberg, Kline and Rosenberg,
clothiers

- A.B. Stewart, Stewart and Holmes,

wholesale druggists
F.S. Sylvester, president of Seattle Trading
Company, grocers

Source: "Answers to Queries," The Seattle
Post-Intelligencer, October 13, 1897, p.6.
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Returning to the United States, Brainerd turned to journalism, landing a job as a news
editor of the Atlanta Constitution. In 1882, he married Jefferson Davis’ granddaughter, which
endeared him to Southern readers. One reporter described Brainerd at this time as “an
accomplished gentleman, a desirable citizen, and an engaging friend.” Moving to Philadelphia,
Brainerd again joined a variety of organizations, including the Union League, Penn Club, and
the Authors and Press clubs of New York.’

In 1890, Brainerd suffered from several attacks of influenza. His desire for
employment opportunities as well as his ill health prompted him to relocate to Seattle, where
he became the editor of The Press-Times. Brainerd joined the Rainier Club and organized a
local Harvard Club, becoming known as “a social swell and an authority on terrapin [edible
turtles].” His activities included fishing trips with the eminent Judge Thomas Burke. By 1897,
when Brainerd became secretary of the Bureau of Information, he had developed valuable
social — and editorial — connections in the Puget Sound area and throughout the nation. As
one biographer summarized, Brainerd was a “man of the world, confident and self-assertive.”
He was also an “unusually facile writer”— a characteristic that would serve Seattle well in the

publicity campaign.6

The Advertising Campaign

Brainerd’s strategy was to promote the city as the only place to outfit for the Klondike.
He devised a plan to finance the Bureau of Information by taxing Seattle merchants who stood
to profit from the expected influx of population and increased trade.” Businesses that paid dues
received lists of prospective customers. Brainerd devoted some of this money to advertising in
newspapers and popular journals. He purchased a three-quarter-page ad in William Randolph
Hearst’s New York Journal for $800, along with quarter-page advertisements in Munsey,
McClure’s, Cosmopolitan, Harper’s Weekly, Scribner’s, and Review of Reviews.® One of these
advertisements pointed out that as the “Queen City of the Northwest,” Seattle served as the
manufacturing, railroad, mining, and agricultural center of Washington state. “Look at your
map!” the ad urged readers. “Seattle is a commercial city, and is to the Pacific Northwest as

New York is to the Atlantic coast.”
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Brainerd also encouraged the Post-Intelligencer to issue a special Klondike edition on
October 13, 1897, which began with the headline, “Seattle Opens the Gate to the Klondike
Gold Fields.” Seattle, the lead article assured readers, “is not a mushroom, milk-and-water
town with only crude frontier ways.” Instead, “it is a city of from 65,000 to 70,000 population,
with big brick and stone business blocks and mercantile establishments that would be a credit
to Chicago, New York, or Boston.” The issue featured a map of transcontinental railroad lines

leading to Seattle, “the Gateway.”'”

Seattle the Gateway--All Great Rail Lines Lead fo Scattle, .

This map, which appeared in The Seattle Post Intelligencer in October of 1897, depicted “all great rail
lines” leading to Seattle. San Francisco, Vancouver, and other rival cities — which also offered rail
connections — did not appear.
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ROUTES TO THE KLONDIKE
Seattle or Vancouver to Skagway

Steamships sailed 800 miles through the Inside Passage to Skagway. This trip took approximately
three days. From Skagway, gold seekers crossed the White Pass or Chilkoot Trails, to reach the
headwaters of the Yukon River, and from there they continued to Dawson City — a distance of
500 miles. Most prospectors took this route.

All-Water Route

Steamships sailed to the Bering Sea and the delta of the Yukon River. From St. Michael, gold
seekers took a riverboat upstream to Dawson City — a distance of 1,700 miles. This was the
longest and most expensive route to the gold fields.

All-Canada Route

Gold seekers reached Edmonton on the Canadian Pacific Railroad. From there, they traveled
overland to the Athabasca River, where they caught a steamboat to the Mackenzie River.
After traveling on the river, stampeders still needed to surmount a mountain range to the west
before reaching Dawson City. This was an extremely difficult route, due to the muskeg and
willow thickets that covered the trail.

-
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Seattle
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Alaska
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WHICH WILL ANSWER
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all questious as to Routes of Transportation, Cost of Outfitting, etc., for

The special Klondike edition
offered advice to prospectors
on what to bring to the gold
fields, how to obtain an outfit,
and which route to select. It
provided much of the same
information as the guidebooks

produced throughout the

the Yukon, Copper River, Kenai Peninsula and other ALASKAN GOLD
FIELDS; for which Scattle is tho port of departure. Address

E. BRAINERD, Secretary, Seattle, Wash.

nation during the late

nineteenth century, while
[Source: Erastus Brainerd Scrapbook, University of Washington.] promoting Seattle.

For a week preceding
the publication of the special Klondike edition, Brainerd placed advertisements announcing the
upcoming issue and urging readers to send copies to friends and relatives in the East. The
Post-Intelligencer printed 212,000 copies, making it the largest newspaper run that had been
produced west of Chicago. Brainerd sent more than 70,000 to postmasters across the nation,
requesting that they distribute them. Various newspaper editors received 20,000 copies, while
10,000 copies went to librarians, mayors, and members of town councils. The Great Northern
Railway and Northern Pacific received 10,000 and 5,000 copies respectively. !

In addition, Brainerd wrote feature stories on Seattle’s virtues, which he distributed to
publications throughout the nation. “The ‘Seattle Spirit’ has accomplished wonders,” he
assured readers of The Argus in 1897. “My impression is that wonders are yet to come.” He
claimed that observers in the East were convinced “Seattle is a remarkable place” and
“something remarkable is sure to occur here.” Relentlessly upbeat in tone, Brainerd’s writing,
like most booster literature, was given to hyperbole: “everybody in the East says Seattle is an
extraordinary place.” '

A subscription to a clippings service helped Brainerd keep track of his efforts as well as
those of competing cities. Always vigilant, when he encountered a negative or misinformed
article, he wrote to the editors, demanding a retraction.'* Often Brainerd’s letters employed a

deceptively innocent tone, as though the publicity for his city had erupted spontaneously, and

was not the result of his calculated efforts. “Seattle is not advertising the Klondike,” he argued
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in one letter-to-the-editor. “The Klondike is advertising Seattle, and we are taking advantage
of the Klondike excitement to let the world know about Seattle.” '

Also effective was Brainerd’s correspondence campaign, which employed tactics
similar to those of modern political lobbyists. He sent a confidential letter to employers,
organizational leaders, ministers, and teachers, encouraging them to ask the large numbers of
people with whom they came in contact to write letters about Seattle to out-of-town friends and
newspapers. The more spontaneous these letters could appear, the greater their impact.
Brainerd thus generated what looked like a groundswell of unsolicited support. The Bureau of
Information offered to furnish the details about Seattle as well as the postage to those who
agreed to write letters.'> “It is very important,” Brainerd explained, “that Seattle should be first
to catch the eye of the reading public and of the intending Klondiker.”'¢

Another masterful public relations effort was the production of circulars that promoted
Seattle as the gateway to the Klondike. Brainerd designed and wrote one of these to look like
an official government publication — and he convinced Will D. Jenkins, Washington’s
Secretary of State, to sign it. The circular reassured gold seekers of the safety of the trip to the
Yukon, “making it sound like no more than an invigorating outing.” The publication also
cautioned that no person should embark on the journey with less than $500.'” A number of
European countries — including France, Belgium, Italy, and Switzerland — found the circular
so appealing that they reprinted it and had it distributed. Encouraged by this success, Brainerd
sent pictures and information about Seattle and the Klondike as Christmas presents to the heads
of European nations. When Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany refused the gift, fearing it was a
bomb, Brainerd used his distrust to gain further publicity.'®

The Bureau of Information sent additional circulars to every governor and mayor in the
United States. These included a series of questions about prospective gold seekers and where
they planned to be outfitted. Ostensibly, the purpose of the information acquired was to help
Seattle businesses prepare for the stampede of prospectors. The circulars served to advertise
Seattle, however, and most recipients turned them over to local newspapers, which printed
them. Also, Brainerd provided the information he received from the circulars to Seattle’s

merchants. '’
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Brainerd’s questions elicited some humorous responses. An official of the city of
Plymouth, Connecticut, for instance, informed the Bureau of Information that “the "fever’ has
had but one victim here as far as we can learn. The young man having married since....has
recovered. Think there is no'danger from this point.”?® Similarly, a Detroit official indicated
that he could not answer Brainerd’s questions, reporting as follows: “How many women there
are who intend to go; where people would secure their outfits if they did go; when they expect
to go, I respectfully submit is a matter probably known only to Providence himself, and I doubt
that if you could communicate with Providence that he would give you reliable data.””'
Omabha responded with some boosterism of its own: “‘Klondike fever’ has not reached us nor
is it likely to do so. This species of disease is apt to strike Cities where business is stagnated
and people have lost their faith in the return of prosperity. In Omaha however prosperity is no
longer a prophecy but a grand reality.”*

One of the most celebrated of Brainerd’s publicity schemes was a traveling exhibit of
$6,000 of Klondike gold. Although it cost the Bureau of Information only $275, the Great
Northern Express Company carried this display all over the nation, providing exposure to
thousands of spectators and prospective stampeders.”

In March of 1898, the Bureau of Information’s charter expired. At that time, the
Chamber of Commerce’s finance committee reported that $9,546.50 had been collected for the
advertising campaign — and Brainerd had “made the most of every penny.”** As a result of
his efforts, Seattle received five times the advertising exposure as other cities on the West
Coast.” In early 1898, The Seattle Daily Times reported that Seattle had become the
recognized center of Klondike trade. “There is probably no city in the Union today so much
talked about as Seattle,” the article informed readers, “and there is certainly none toward which
more faces are at present turned. From every nook and corner of America and from even the
uttermost parts of the earth, a ceaseless, restless throng is moving — moving toward the land
of the midnight sun and precious gold, and moving through its natural gateway — the far-
famed City of Seattle.”?

For six months, Brainerd had promoted Seattle at a furious pace. By March of 1898,
the work had become “wearing.”*’ The next month, he took a new job for the Chamber of

Commerce: lobbying in Washington, D.C. for an assay office in Seattle, which would convert

the prospectors’ gold into cash. An assay office in Seattle would provide returning miners
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with money that they could spend in the city, allowing merchants to prosper from their
business not only on their way to the Klondike but also on their return. While Seattle boosters
had advocated this measure from the outset of the gold rush, delegations from San Francisco to
Philadelphia opposed the idea, fearing a loss of business in their assay offices. Even so,
Brainerd’s efforts were successful — and in June of 1898 Congress passed a bill establishing
an assay office in Seattle.?® The government selected a building owned by Thomas Prosch, a
prominent city resident. Located at 613 Ninth Avenue, it was a two-story concrete structure

featuring a spectacular view of Puget Sound and the busy harbor.?

COURTESY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

Erastus Brainerd in the Yukon, 1898.

Klondike Gold Rush Historic Resource Study Page 47



Selling Seattle

The assay office opened in mid-July of 1898 to a long line of miners recently returned
from the Klondike. They received money for their “glittering piles,” which employees melted
into bars and shipped to Philadelphia to be coined.*® “It was a sight not quickly to be
forgotten,” noted one observer. “The looks of anxiety depicted upon the faces of those in
waiting, the furrows caused by the rough touch of the north wind, and the general unkempt
appearance of the miners, told the bystander that these were men who had escaped none of the
hardships incident to life in the wilds of the [Far North].”*! The first day it opened, the assay
office took in $1 million in gold, and for the next six months the average receipts totaled one
million dollars per month — far exceeding expectations.”> By 1902, the assay office had
cleared $174 million in gold.”?

After helping Seattle obtain the assay office in 1898, Brainerd himself headed for the
Klondike, perhaps succumbing to his own “gold-rush propaganda.” Like many prospectors,
Brainerd did not strike it rich in the Far North. He returned to Seattle the following year,
becoming involved in numerous professional ventures. He served as “an irrepressible editor”
of The Seattle Post-Intelligencer, for instance, from 1904 to 1911. During the early twentieth
century, he argued for harbor improvements, public health measures, and civic beautification.
He also became vice chairman of the Republican City Committee of Seattle. Given the extent
of Brainerd’s contributions, his final years seem especially tragic. By 1920, he had become
mentally ill — and the next year he entered Western State Hospital at Steilacoom. He died
there on Christmas Day of 1922.

Strangely, Brainerd’s obituary in The Seattle Post-Intelligencer mentions very little
about the Klondike — and nothing about his role in promoting Seattle.> This omission could
suggest that the gold rush represented a minor event in Brainerd’s expansive career — yet later
biographers would note that if Brainerd is remembered at all it is for publicizing the link
between Seattle and the Far North.*® It would be difficult to credit Brainerd with single-
handedly securing Seattle’s place as the outfitting center, since the city’slpress and business
leaders seized the opportunity to advertise weeks before he assumed responsibility for the
publicity campaign. Still, Brainerd’s efforts to promote the city proved to be enthusiastic and

inventive — even for a booster.
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Competition Among Cities

Although it is difficult to evaluate Brainerd’s precise impact on the Klondike Gold
Rush or on the growth of Seattle, it is certain that the objective of his advertising campaign was
reached: Seattle indeed became the gateway to the Klondike. As noted, of the approximately
100,000 prospectors who set out for the Far North, 70,000 selected this city as the place for
outfitting and transportation. To some extent, this development was dictated by location. San
Francisco and Portland did not enjoy the relative proximity to the gold fields that cities on
Puget Sound offered. Meanwhile, smaller cities such as Everett, Bellingham, and Port
Townsend did not sustain a population base sufficient to support large-scale businesses that
could easily outfit tens of thousands of miners.

Still, the question of why Tacoma did not benefit more from the Klondike trade
remains an interesting one, as does the question of why an American city should profit more
than Victoria and Vancouver from a gold strike located on Canadian soil. The efforts of
Erastus Brainerd help explain how Seattle emerged the victor in the battle for gold-rush
business. No other city mounted an advertising campaign that could rival his. Part booster and
part huckster, Brainerd was “an optimist and an enthusiast” who had the vision necessary to
sell Seattle to the public. 37

At the outset of the Klondike Gold Rush, it was not clear that Seattle would emerge as
the point of departure. Like Seattle, other cities also advertised their merits. It was a measure
of Brainerd’s success that as the competition for the Yukon trade progressed, other towns

agreed on only one thing — that Seattle was not the place for outfitting and transportation.”®

San Francisco

Initially, San Francisco seemed to be a formidable rival. The vessel Excelsior had
landed there heavy with Klondike gold three days before the Portland docked in Seattle in July
of 1897. The Excelsior’s berths sold quickly a week later, as the steamer prepared to return to
the Far North.*® The oldest and most populated of the cities vying for the Klondike trade, San
Francisco promoted its vast experience outfitting Forty-niners during the California Gold

Rush.*
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Moreover, this city featured significant rail and shipping connections — and it enjoyed
a longstanding link to the industries of the Far North. Before the Klondike Gold Rush, San
Francisco served as the gateway city for the Yukon. *I The Alaska Commercial Company,
associated with fur sealing and other activities, was based in San Francisco — and it was this
firm that operated the Excelsior. As the Alaskan Trade Committee pointed out, San Francisco
was “many times larger” than other cities on the West Coast — and its size kept prices
competitive.42 At the time of the Klondike craze, San Francisco had more than 300,000
residents.®?

Yet San Francisco’s advertising campaign was no match for that of Seattle. To be
sure, its newspapers publicized the gold strike and the Bay Area’s role. As noted, the
Examiner hired John Muir to provide observations on the stampede. This naturalist, however,
was hardly a booster, viewing the gold rush as “a wild and discouraging mess.”**

San Francisco also established an Alaska-Klondike Bureau of Information. Staffed
with "competent, courteous and painstaking men," the Bureau maintained up-to-date reports on
the Yukon, along with an “educational exhibit.” It advised prospective miners to travel
through San Francisco “because you save time, money and annoyance.” Among the more
compelling arguments in favor of this city included the number of businesses, which kept
prices low and goods in stock, and the ample hotel accommodations. Interestingly, the Bureau
also highlighted recreational opportunities, promising that those who traveled to San Francisco
would encounter scenery superior to that of northern routes. San Francisco itself, moreover,
was “worth seeing.”*’

According to the The Seattle Daily Times, San Francisco merchants organized an
advertising campaign in 1897 that emphasized the California city’s advantages over Seattle.
“The stocks of San Francisco merchants are practically inexhaustible,” they claimed, “as
against the similar stores of Seattle, which on several occasions....were totally depleted in
several lines. Being forced to telegraph to San Francisco for goods, prices were boosted out of
sight in Seattle.” Not surprisingly, such disparaging claims provoked Seattle promoters, who
complained that the California city was “scheming” to take the Yukon trade. *®

The Seattle Daily Times assured its readers in 1897 that most of San Francisco’s
Klondike business was local.*” Located much farther south of the Yukon than the other

competing cities, San Francisco encouraged argonauts to take the all-water route. Seattle
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boosters counteracted this approach by claiming that the trip up the Inside Passage from Puget
Sound was safer.*® The route over Chilkoot Pass to the interior, developed during the 1880s,
gave Seattle an advantage over San Francisco.” Even so, rail line connections made San
Francisco accessible and attractive to prospectors outside California. These included Wyatt
Earp, who departed from Yuma, Arizona. “It was hot as Hades,” his wife recalled, “and we
were fondly remembering cool San Francisco.”

For all the early interest in San Francisco, the city did not seriously threaten Seattle’s
position as the gateway to the Klondike. As Seattle author and historian Archie Satterfield has
explained, “somehow the chemistry wasn’t right” in San Francisco.”’ The California city did
not experience the level of excitement that gripped towns farther north — and attempts to
advertise itself as the point of departure were lukewarm. John Bonner, writing from San
Francisco to the national journal Leslie’s Weekly, offered a similar explanation in December of
1897. “San Francisco has only just begun to wake up,” he pointed out, while Seattle “was the
first in the field” to take advantage of the opportunities that the gold rush presented. He
characterized Seattle residents as “energetic” and “enterprising” people of the “git-up-and-git
kind,” who flooded eastern cities with advertising. The people of San Francisco, on the other
hand, were “torpid,” inclined to “jaw-smithing when they should be acting.” In summary,

Seattle proved far more aggressive than San Francisco in pursuing the Klondike trade.

Portland

Portland had numerous advantages in the battle for the Klondike trade: a strong, stable
financial foundation and extensive rail connections and port facilities. With approximately
60,000 residents, Portland also boasted a higher population than Seattle — a distinction it
retained even after the gold rush. In September of 1897, Portland’s business leaders organized
an advertising campaign that resembled Brainerd’s plan. It included providing maps,
pamphlets, and circulars to railroads and prominent eastern publications. W.A. Mears, one of
the primary forces behind this campaign, assured fellow businessmen that success in this
venture would require extraordinary contributions. “You will have yourself to thank,” he
warned them, “if you see Seattle go ahead with a bound and distance this city in wealth and

population.”
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The Seattle Chamber of Commerce did not take this threat lightly. As Brainerd
explained, “Portland will not do this by halves.” Clearly he viewed the city as a rival, asking
“Is it likely that Portland with its great aggregated corporate and individual wealth will fail to
spend money like water when it thinks that a failure [to do so] will help Seattle?”** A large
advertisement for Portland appeared in the New York Journal in December of 1897, prompting
Brainerd to respond with an advertisement of his own.”

The Klondike Gold Rush indeed brought profit to Portland’s merchants. From 1896 to
1898, more than 300 new businesses incorporated in Oregon — and 136 of them were mining-
related enterprises. Henry Wemme exemplified a Portland businessman who capitalized on the
Klondike stampede by establishing “an immense business in selling tents.” 36

For all this success, however, the Webfoot City, as newspapers called it, did not
succeed in wresting much of the business from Seattle. Portland was farther from the gold
fields than the Puget Sound cities, and it did not have the frequent shipping service to the Far
North that Seattle offered. As a number of historians have pointed out, Portland was
established earlier than Seattle, and the older city retained a conservative, complacent character
that contrasted with the energy of Seattle promoters. Jonas A. Jonasson, for example,
explained in a comparison of Portland in Seattle that “Seattle’s favored location on Puget
Sound and the vigor of the famous ‘Seattle Spirit’ that saw its opportunity and took advantage

of it was an unbeatable combination.”’

Tacoma

Tacoma and Seattle had a longstanding rivalry. As the “City of Destiny,” Tacoma had
won the coveted position as terminus for the Northern Pacific — the first transcontinental
railroad to arrive in Washington. Like Seattle, Tacoma boasted port as well as rail facilities,
and it was relatively the same distance from this location to the Klondike. According to
historian Murray Morgan, what distinguished Tacoma from Seattle in the race for Klondike
trade was its slow pace and lack of vigor. “Before Tacoma awoke to the full possibilities of
the rush north,” he explained, “Seattle was synonymous with Alaska.” Significantly, Charles
Mellen, president of the Northern Pacific, arranged for company steamships to leave from

commercial docks in Seattle, even though he had to pay rent for those facilities. Ironically, at
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the outset of the gold rush, the only ship that sailed regularly from Tacoma to the Far North
was named The City of Seattle.®

Early accounts by the Tacoma press indicated a lack of recognition of the significance
of the gold rush. Two days after the Portland arrived in Seattle, The Tacoma Daily News
reported that the city “has not gone wild over the Klondike.” As the article advised, “It is not
well for people to lose their heads over distant gold fields, only to be reached after extreme
hardship.... Careful people who are making a living will stay where they are.”” Initially,

»60 While such caution appears

Tacoma business responded to the gold rush with “lethargy.

prudent in retrospect, it did not help increase Tacoma’s share of the Klondike trade.
Similarly, on July 29, The Tacoma Daily News sneered at Seattle’s aggressive

approach, suggesting that the city “should not make a spectacle of herself.” Moreover, the

(13

article found “the Seattle spirit” to be “unlovely.” While others praised Seattle’s “energy and
enterprise,” Tacoma saw only “hoggishness and snarling.”® The Tacoma press further
pointed out that other Puget Sound cities shared its sentiments. In late July of 1897, The Skagit
News-Herald, for example, urged Seattle promoters to “remember this is not yet the harvest
time,” advising them to proceed more slowly.62 Tacoma, then, was not alone in failing to
recognize the importance of speed in pursuing the Klondike trade.

A few weeks after the gold rush began, Tacoma businessmen began to realize what
they were missing. They suggested advertising in eastern newspapers and establishing a
bureau of information. “The principal thing for Tacoma to do just now is to advertise,” one
promoter advised in August of 1897. “Pick up any of the eastern newspapers today and you
will find just how much this town is losing by not keeping to the front as a starting and
outfitting point for miners bound for Alaska.”® Another observer in Tacoma noted that “there
is the greatest difference in the world between Tacoma and Seattle in this Klondike
excitement.... Over there they are all up in arms about it.” *

The Tacoma City government, however, was not in a position to respond, as it was
“bitterly divided” over a mayoral election that had come down to two votes. Because the
ballot boxes had been stolen from the city clerk’s office, a recount was not possible. As a
result, Tacoma was encumbered by two mayors and two civil service commissions. Moreover,

the Chamber of Commerce, established in 1884, split three ways when attempting to select a

publicity director for a Klondike advertising campaign.®®
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Accordingly, in late September of 1897, The Seattle Daily Times featured an article
titled “Tacoma Has Given Up,” suggesting that Seattle promoters did not view Tacoma as a
serious threat. It quoted Brainerd as follows: “It is best for the Coast cities to set forth their
merits as outfitting points in their own way, and let the intending Klondiker make his own
choice. In that case Seattle will stand the best chance to keep and to enlarge the trade she now
controls.”®
By late 1897, Tacoma’s

Chamber of Commerce had produced

a circular titled “Tacoma: Gateway

Authenti®®nd reliable infarmation regarding the New Gold Fields

g k] : : : of Alaska, ways and means and cost of reaching them, when and
to the Klondlke' ThlS pubhcatlon how to go; together with maps of the country and directions for
traveling and outfitting will be furnished free by addressing the~

promoted Tacoma as “the starting undersigned committee of citizens of Tacoma, Wash., head of navi-
gation on Puget Sound and the most economical outfitting point for
: ” the Klondike.
pOlnt Of all steamers fOI' AlaSka' All Transportation Companies’ Steamers start from Tacoma.
Perhaps attempting to avoid ED. 5. HAMILTON, cn-lm-n.ooumw“r:'nzn:mc MOTTET, Treasurer.
Of McCade & Hamilson Mevedoring Co, Manager sud Owser Munt & Motiet Co.
. . : S e g
inadvertent advertlsmg for rival F. W. MERRICK, GEORCE M. STONE, C. P. FERRY,

Addrens TAOOMA OITIZEN'S KLOKDIKE COMMITTEE, 842 Pacifc Aveons, Tumza, Wash,

cities, its authors refused to use the
, . [Source: Erastus Brainerd Scrapbook, University of

word “Seattle,” referring to W.D. Wood Washington.]

as mayor “of one of the Puget Sound

cities.”®” The Chamber of Commerce and Board of Trade also printed a booklet titled Tacoma

Souvenir, which announced that the city “is not the result of an accident,” since the Northern

Pacific Railroad selected it as the terminus after “exhaustive examinations of the entire
2968

northwest.
Like boosters in Seattle,
POPULATION.GROWTH IN COMPETING CITIES Tacoma promoters distributed
Population Increase 1890-1900 advertisements to railroads.
City 1890 1900 Number %

These billed Tacoma as “the
San Francisco 298,997 342,782 43,785 15

Portland 46,385 90426 44041 05 most economical outfitting point
Tacoma 36,006 37,714 1,708 5 for th .1, 969 .
Seattle 42837 80671 37834 88 et Elaniiie ™ Despits
Vancouver 13,709 27,010 13,301 97 these efforts, however, the
Victoria 16,841 20,919 4,078 24

Tacoma press revealed that the

Source: Alexander Norbert MacDonald, "Seattle, Vancouver,
and the Klondike," The Canadian Historical Review
(September 1968), p.246

city remained in a weak position.
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"

.A‘; \ AL Mprrco

TACOMA THE GATEWAY CITY—ALL THE GREAT RAILROADS
LEAD TO TACOMA.

Attempting to deflect attention from Seattle and the Yukon, The Tacoma Daily News
emphasized that there were other “Klondikes” in Washington, where prospectors could strike it
rich. This newspaper published a map as part of a special Klondike edition December of 1897
that prominently featured Tacoma as the gateway to the Yukon. Displaying the rail
connections that led to the city, it was a direct copy of the map featuring Seattle that the Post-
Intelligencer had published in its special Klondike edition two months earlier (see map on page
42). Even the organization of The Tacoma Daily News article resembled the earlier Seattle
piece.70

In summary, Tacoma’s efforts to gain the Klondike trade lagged behind that of Seattle
every step of the way. When the gold rush ended, according to Morgan, “the race for
dominance on Puget Sound was over. Tacoma was the second city. Its struggle in the next
years was not for triumph but for survival.” During the decade 1890-1900, Seattle’s
population nearly doubled, reaching 80,676. Tacoma’s population increased only 4.7 percent,
reaching a total of 37,714.7" It is interesting to speculate how this outcome might have
differed had Erastus Brainerd been named head of the publicity campaign of Tacoma. Even
so, it is doubtful that Tacoma, characterized as a “company town” dominated by the railroad,
could have surpassed Seattle in the rush for the Klondike trade.”” Brainerd’s enthusiasm and
his advertising schemes might not have proven effective without the vision and support of
Seattle’s business community, which, as noted, immediately seized the opportunity to promote

the city.
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Additional American Cities

A number of smaller cities on the West Coast attempted to secure some of the Klondike
trade. Juneau, for instance, billed itself as “the metropolis of Alaska” and “the gateway to the
interior gold fields.” Its merchants argued that miners outfitting in their town would reduce or
eliminate the cost of transporting freight to the Yukon, and they warned that outfits purchased
in Seattle were stowed at the bottom of the ship’s hold, where horses and mules stood over
them for the duration of the trip to the Far North.” Juneau business interests also distributed
circulars advertising Juneau on trains that ran between Seattle and Tacoma.”*

Port Townsend similarly promoted itself as “the principal city on the west side of Puget
Sound” and the port entry for the Puget Sound customs district. At the outset of the gold rush,
some Port Townsend merchants recognized the need for “prompt interest and vigorous action.”
Seattle, they noted, had benefited from this approach. 5 “The Seattle papers,” one observer
pointed out in July of 1897, “are full of advertisements of business houses, giving lists of
articles that should be purchased by intending Klondyke ‘gold seekers.... It has been generally
believed by them that Seattle was the only place where such goods can be procured.”’®

Port Townsend merchants, along with the Board of Trade, thus launched a relatively
modest publicity campaign touting the advantages of their town. Advertisements described
Port Townsend as “the principal city on the west side of Puget Sound” and the port entry for
the Puget Sound customs district. Steamers bound for the Far North stopped at Port Townsend
— and its businesses offered goods from San Francisco “at the lowest possible rates.”
Promoters promised that miners who purchased their outfits at Port Townsend would enjoy the
advantage of having their goods loaded last on the ship — since this was the last port stop —
making them the first to be unloaded at the port of discharge in the Far North. The Board of
Trade further suggested “that all Eastern parties who come through direct to Port Townsend
will be so well pleased that they will all write to their friends to come here as the starting point
for the great gold fields of the North.””’

Without the rail connections that Seattle and Tacoma enjoyed, however, Port Townsend
was not positioned to become the “starting point” to the Klondike. Moreover, with a
population of only 3,600 residents in 1897, the town did not support the number of businesses

that larger cities offered.’ Although the gold rush renewed the determination of town
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residents to secure a rail link to Portland, it did not play a major role in the development of the
community.

Similarly, Everett and Bellingham, for all their railroad and water connections, boasted
fewer than 10,000 residents apiece — and as historian Alexander Norbert MacDonald has
indicated, “their smallness ruled them out as significant competitors.”” They could not pursue
the Klondike trade with the zeal, vigor, and resources that Seattle merchants brought to the
enterprise. Newspapers in the Bellingham area, in fact, reported that the Klondike Gold Rush
was not what it was “cracked up to be,” and advertised placer mines in Whatcom County as

rivaling those in the Yukon.®

Vancouver and Victoria

Vancouver and Victoria enjoyed an advantage in the scramble for Klondike profits:
location. Not only were these cities closer to the gold fields than most West Coast
communities but they were Canadian as well. If American stampeders purchased and bonded
their outfits in Canada, they were not required to pay an import duty — and merchants in

Vancouver and Victoria made the most of this

point in attempting to lure prospectors their way.

Business interests in the cities mobilized quickly

For the Yukon ...

to mount a publicity campaign that included =

COURTESY TERRENCE COLE

advertisements in Vancouver’s News-Advertiser

distributing leaflets and printing articles and con V AN COUVER

is the Rearest Port; - °
the Best Qutlitting; Place; and
promotions emphasized that the gold fields were the Starting Point for all

the Best Routes tothe * * °

and Victoria’s The Daily Colonist. These

located in Canada, and that the British Columbia

cities were accessible by rail and steamer.®! ‘@,\KLO N D I K E
Interestingly, this effort sparked very little friction

See that pour Ticket reads

between the two cities, whose merchants felt the “via Vancouver?”
need to cooperate against their American rivals.®? and tbat pour Baggage 18 cheched
Tappan Adney, correspondent for Harper'’s ‘“to Vancouver”

Weekly, observed a flurry of business activity.

“Victoria sells mittens and hats and coats only for
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COURTESY TERRENCE COLE

ONDYRE COLD FIFLDS

ARE IN CANADA.

Goods purchased elsewhere than in Canada are subject
to Customs Duty on entering - the Yukon., Strong foree of
Customs Ofticers and Mounted Police stationed at the Passes
Customs Certificates on purchases in Canada will prevent
any delay from Canadian or United States officials.

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA,

I3 the best place to Fit Qut and. Sail from. All Steamboats
going North start from or call at Vietoria.

(5. A. KIRRK.
President B, C. Board ot Trade.

Klondike,” he wrote. “Flour and bacon, tea and coffee, are sold only for Klondike. Shoes and

2»”

saddles and boats, shovels and sacks — everything for Klondike.” He reported that some

“wide-awake” merchants from Victoria and Vancouver purchased an outfit in Seattle to
compare American and Canadian prices.®’

Despite the responsiveness of Canadian businesses, however, the gold rush had caught
the nation unprepared to address confusing trade regulations. For approximately eight months,
newspapers in Vancouver, Victoria, and American cities exchanged heated arguments about
Canadian customs. Encouraged by U.S. railway officials, Brainerd lobbied Congress to
pressure Canada for resolution of the tariff issue.®* In September of 1897, the Vancouver
Board of Trade advertised that all goods purchased in that city “will be certified by the
Customs Officers there, and be admitted free of duty, thus saving time, trouble and money to

the miner.” Seattle newspapers, on the other hand, suggested that no Canadian customs would

be collected on goods purchased on American soil. At the outset of the gold rush, duties were
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seldom collected in the Yukon, since Canada had not yet posted customs officials there. In the
fall of 1897, however, Canada established a customs post at Lake Tagish, and by January 1 of
the following year, regular duties were established.®

In addition to the lack of import duties, Vancouver and Victoria offered accessibility to
prospectors. The Canadian Pacific Railway had completed its transcontinental line to British
Columbia in 1885 — and the railroad advertised its services to gold seekers. Vancouver,
however, lacked Seattle’s trade connections with the Far North. At the outset of the gold rush
the Pacific Coast Steamship Company and the North American Transportation and Trading
Company, both of which maintained trading posts in the Yukon, were based in Seattle.
Vancouver, according to MacDonald, enjoyed no such facilities, and “had to start virtually
from scratch in its attempt to capture some of the trade.”® As noted, the foothold that Seattle
had gained in Alaska and the Far North before the gold rush helped the city eclipse the efforts
of rivals, including Vancouver.

Moreover, as was the case with other competing cities, Victoria and Vancouver could
not match the pace and extent of Seattle’s advertising campaign. In 1897, one Canadian
publication urged stampeders to exercise caution, noting “there is plenty of time....the gold
won’t run away. It has been there for several million years already, and will no doubt wait a
month or two longer.”®” It is difficult to imagine Brainerd issuing such a statement, which
contradicts the spirit of the term “gold rush.” Similarly, the Vancouver News-Advertiser
cautioned that “only one out of every hundred who risks the venture [to the Klondike] can
expect to realize any big results from their hazardous undertaking.”® In addition to
contributing to newspapers, Brainerd published articles in a variety of magazines. Canadian
journals, on the other hand, carried few, if any, articles on the gold rush in the fall of 1897.%
As one historian explained, Canadians were sober, moderate people, not given to the sense of
urgency that characterized the American response to the gold strike in the Klondike.
Canadians valued “safety and security, order and harmony,” whereas “for the Americans who
rushed north in 1897 and 1898, [the Klondike] was a last frontier; for them there were no more
wilderness worlds to conquer or even to know.”*°

Perhaps it was the British influence that resulted in this conservative, restrained tone.
The Illustrated London News portrayed an unappealing side of the gold rush that Seattle

newspapers avoided, if not ignored. “Thousands of men are quitting their safe abodes and
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proved industries or trades,” observed one article in 1897, “and making their way, at any cost,
with certain loss of what they leave behind.” In addition to this dismal assessment of the risks
involved in gold seeking, The Illustrated London News described the Yukon as “that remotest
and naturally most uninviting north-western corner of the vast British American dominion."”!
Similarly, Punch, a British journal, published a striking cartoon in 1897 that depicted dying
miners clawing their way toward a gold nugget, which was guarded by the Angel of Death.”
Such images were not designed to send gold seekers racing toward Canadian cities for
outfitting. In contrast, when Seattle publications depicted the hardships of the Yukon, the
narrative typically ended with advice about obtaining sufficient supplies and warm clothing,
which could be purchased in Seattle.”

Even guidebooks published in Canada touted Seattle — not Victoria or Vancouver —
as the best place to begin the journey to the gold fields, while The Seattle Post-Intelligencer
pronounced the All-Canadian route “worthless.”* In fact, most American promoters,
including Brainerd, downplayed the point that the gold fields were located in Canada — a
tactic that irritated promoters in Victoria and Vancouver.” In the end, the Klondike Gold Rush
turned out to be primarily an American phenomenon, with as many as 65 percent of the
prospectors coming from the United States.”® Although many miners were immigrants who
had recently naturalized, the fact that they started out from the United States might have made
them more likely to outfit from an American city.”’

In summary, although cities such as San Francisco, Portland, Tacoma, Victoria, and
Vancouver succeeded in gaining some of the Klondike trade, they were not able to take the
majority of it from Seattle, which became the “Queen City” of the Pacific Northwest and the
“emporium” of the Far North.”® None could boast a promoter as effective as Brainerd.
Although The Seattle Daily Times expressed concern in 1897 about Seattle’s “busy”
competitors, fearing “they stop at nothing,” it was Seattle’s boosters who “stopped at
nothing.”™” The Trade Register, a publication produced weekly in Seattle, derided Tacoma in
1897 as “our crotchety, jealous and notoriously unreliable little rival.” According to this
source, the eastern press “now recognizes Seattle’s importance as the leading commercial
center and headquarters for the Yukon trade.” As The Trade Register further explained,

“Seattle is all life and‘bustle, while Tacoma is as dead as a post.” '
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In addition to its superior efforts at promotion, Seattle had established trade
connections to the Far North, as well as railroad and shipping facilities, before the Klondike
stampede. Seattle also supported numerous local industries that could activate quickly for the
outfitting business. “The gold excitement did not start the wheels going,” The Trade Register
explained in 1897, “it only gave them a big whirl.”'”" The following chapter explores how this

“big whirl” affected Seattle businesses.

This striking illustration depicted dying miners clawing their way toward a gold
nugget, guarded by the Angel of Death. A watchful bear and a pair of wolves
(pictured right) added to the sense of doom. This cartoon appeared in Punch on
August 28, 1897.
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CHAPTER THREE
REAPING THE PROFITS OF THE KLONDIKE TRADE

“This town of thirty to forty thousand was all Klondike”
- Robert B. Medill, Klondike Diary: True Account of the
Gold Rush of 1897-1898

“The stores are ablaze with Klondike goods; men pass by robed in queer
garments; ... teams of trained dogs, trotting about with sleds; men with
packs upon their backs, and a thousand and one things which are of use

in the Klondike trade.”
- The Seattle Daily Times, 1897

An “All-Klondike” Town

D escriptions of Seattle from 1897 and 1898 share a common theme: a sense of
energy and purpose had gripped the city. After years of depression, the stampede to the
Klondike invigorated the economy, rekindling the Seattle spirit. As was the case with many
gold rushes throughout the West, it was generally not the miners who struck it rich. The
business district — centered around what is now Pioneer Square — flourished, as thousands of
gold seekers bound for the Yukon poured into the city, and a variety of merchants stepped
forward to meet their needs.

One observer, returning to Seattle after a seven-month absence in the late 1890s,
marveled that the sluggish, stagnant town he left bustled with new prosperity. “Up First
Avenue and down Second Avenue is one train of fanciful, kaleidoscopic pictures from real
life,” he wrote. “The stores are ablaze with Klondike goods; men pass by robed in queer
garments; ... teams of trained dogs, trotting about with sleds; men with packs upon their backs,
and a thousand and one things which are of use for the Klondike trade.”’ Martha Louise
Black, a prospector headed for the Yukon, had a similar reaction to Seattle’s streets.
“Everywhere were piles of outfits,” she recalled. These included camp supplies, sleds, carts,

2

and harnesses, together with dogs, horses, cattle, and oxen.” The increased commercial

activity affected the mood of the city. As one miner summarized, “We found no

discouragement in Seattle. This town of thirty to forty thousand was all Klondike.”
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So profitable was the Klondike trade that during the late 1890s Seattle became the
financial center of the Pacific Northwest. By 1900 Seattle’s bank clearances — the amount of
money that changed hands in the daily course of the city’s commercial life — had soared more
than 400 percent, surpassing those of Portland and Los Angeles. At the turn of the century,
only San Francisco enjoyed a greater volume of business among West Coast cities. Seattle
bankers attributed this prosperity to the gold rush.” The city’s merchants, too, remained well
aware of the source of their profits. Wa Chong & Company, for example, reported in 1898 that
“times are very good.... Klondike gold has helped things very much.”®

The amount and variety of goods in a typical Klondike grubstake boosted numerous
businesses in Seattle. During the winter of 1898, the Northwest Mounted Police required that
each miner bring enough provisions to last a year, which could weigh between 1,500 and 2,000
pounds. The “one-ton rule” helped ensure that prospectors would arrive at least somewhat
prepared to withstand the difficult environment of the Far North. It also benefited the
merchants, who sold the miners this vast quantity of supplies, along with a myriad of services.
Approximately 70,000 stampeders passed through Seattle during the Klondike Gold Rush —
each one a potential customer. Some gold seekers invested as much as $1,000 for supplies and
transportation.’

Not all were men.® Although the Seattle Chamber of Commerce discouraged women
from traveling to the Yukon, it established a Women’s Department, which distributed advice
on purchasing an outfit. Moreover, some entire families set out for the Klondike, providing
additional opportunities for sales. Articles commonly purchased included groceries, clothing,
bedding, sleds, hardware, medicine chests, tents, and harnesses and packsaddles.9

Some of the materials marketed to gold seekers were manufactured in the city. The
Seattle Woolen Mill, for example, produced blankets and robes “for the Arctic Regions.”lo
Another firm made a “special miner’s shoe,” turning out several dozen pairs per day.'' Seattle
also featured food processing plants, breweries, and foundries that supplied gold seekers."
Even so, Seattle merchants obtained many products — including dry goods and clothing —
from suppliers in New York and Chicago, who shipped their goods west. Sometimes
wholesalers in Seattle re-packaged these products under new, Klondike-related brand names.
Lilly, Bogardus, and Company, Inc., a Seattle grain and feed dealer, sold products purchased

from the Chicago stockyards as “Alaska Dog Feed.”"* By purchasing goods from the East and
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Midwest, Seattle merchants forged important commercial connections that allowed large
stocks to move quickly and efficiently, at reduced costs."

In addition to collecting fees from various merchants to finance its advertising
campaign, the Chamber of Commerce gathered testimonials from miners to help Seattle
businesses. “I never ate better bacon,” one prospector vouched for The Seattle Trading
Company. “The flour and beans could not be beat.” Moreover, he and his partner did not lose
any provisions, indicating that “the packing was first-class.” Erastus Brainerd published these
testimonials, many of which mentioned specific businesses, in Seattle newspapers. 13

From the summer of 1897 throughout 1898, the Seattle press was filled with large,
illustrated advertisements directed at stampeders. Merchants used the word “Klondike” to sell
everything from arctic underwear to insect-proof masks. Crystallized eggs and evaporated
foods were heavily advertised. Advertisements promoted an array of ingenious gadgets,
including Klondike frost extractors (boilers) and air-tight camp stoves. The smaller “want ads”
during this period further demonstrated the range of businesses that used the gold rush to sell
their products and services. Vashon College, for example, offered Yukon-bound parents a
place to leave their sons and daughters, “while their home is broken up.”'® The connection
between the Yukon and what was being sold often appeared tenuous. One business advertised,
“Going to the Klondyke? Have your watch repaired.”'” Even clairvoyants used the Klondike
craze to sell their services. Flo Marvin, for instance, had predicted the gold strike — and she
frequently advertised her “occult powers,” which included locating mines.'®

Such an array of advertised products made it difficult for gold seekers to distinguish the
essential from the useless and cumbersome. Miners had to decide whether to buy an air-tight
camp stove, for example, or whether one of Palmer’s Portable Houses would prove to be a
better investment than a tent." Purchasing agents were available to assist gold seekers in
selecting and buying an outfit, but this approach had its drawbacks. Some unscrupulous
purchasing agents — called “cappers” — took money from naive miners and bought
inexpensive, inadequate food and equipment, pocketing large profits.”® In any case, some
observers reveled in the city’s unbridled consumerism during the gold rush. “I like Seattle,”
William Ballou noted in 1898, “all its different fakirs trying to sell you a gold washer, a K.

stove, or a dog team with one lame dog which would get well by tomorrow.” !
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How to Get a
Good Outfit Cheap

Is what puzzes most even body.
We can turmish you with the
best outfit at less cost than you

Advertising

During the gold rush, businesses on the
West Coast used the word “Klondike” to sell
everything from opera glasses to evaporated food.
The following pages include examples of
advertising that appeared in newspapers and city
directories from San Francisco to Vancouver,
British Columbia, during the years 1897-1898.

Sources for these advertisements include
the following: The Seattle Daily Times, The
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, The Tacoma Daily
News, The Morning Leader (Port Townsend), and
Vancouver News-Advertiser, 1897-1898.

5
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$1.00
per €z,

Klondike Equipment and Services

Among the goods advertised were
asbestos-lined Yukon stoves, Klondike
insect-proof masks, and frost extractors.

Fine Cahinet Photozraphs, $1.00 per doz.
. Gem Photos, 5uc per doz.

GEM STUDIO, 1322 Pac. Ave., Tacoma

Risdon Iron Works,

MANUFACTURERS OF

GOLD DREDGING MACHINERY

FOR YUKON AND KLONDIKE.

Qur Mining River Dredge !a just the
thit g for placer mining In Alaska. Bhip-
pedd Rnockad dunma and, Il desired, erected,
In running order

We also manufacture all kinde of
R'ern-wheel DNoats. Mining ar 3 Milling
Machinery, Kngines and Moliers, Kvane
}atemt Mydraulle Flevators and Hlydraule
e Mante, Water Wheels and #Sheet lron
Rirveted Vipe.

Qttice and Works: Howard and Beale Nta, San Francinco, Cal,

Klondike Insect-Proof Mask

A newly patented device which is
an absolute protection against
all insects.

Made of Galvanized Steel wire and Cape
ot Linen scrim.

Cannot break or tear,

!
|
1
|
| Sold by all Qutlitters on Pacitic Coast.

Alaska Novelty Mfg. Co., Tacoma

DO NOT FORGET

To look up Clark’s Air-Tight Camp Stove

A
»
O
4
=
<
Al
vl
{l.\ 9

It will hold ﬁ;e longer, burn less wood and give Letter satisfaction

VUV VYV VYV VYV VT VYUV Y VYV VYV VY Y

than any stove thnt has gone into Alaska. e have had positive i . . . . .
Irootol thia ffom Dawson City and the trail. Do not et <ome of : which we are disposing of at reduced prices,
those outfitters tell you they have u; good —theyli'nnlnnl show .\'t(')u =}
anything better. We also make the -best cundle lanteru in the
market. If you canpot find them ut vour outfitters, call at head- ..,.CONIPLETE OUTFITS..'.
quarters. T.F.Clark & Co.,918 Western Ave.,Seattle
4
)
L) @ & 4
: A. L. PIPER, Receiver i )

g 4 - o A A VT IVUTTY
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For Thawlug
Frozen
Pldger Dirt.

« .

stfes~ 1, 2 and 3

shapes for paching
jou or address

. Write to V. R PEIRSON, 221 Cherry Street, Scattle, about your "knook-

Light, <heap and highly eHicient, Standard
ttorye power: weights 10U, 140
and 165 pounds complete . L arger sizes to order.
Fasibhy taken to pieces
bor turther parﬁgularﬂ call

Barron Bros. & Co.. 618 Rrst Av.

KLONDYKE BOA?ET

down boats. (Ve nlwa.)s have them rcacly in hmc

WATERPROOF

Covers,
BAGS =s DUCK,
TENTS.

~. ﬂ—\\\

A‘W\A" 24

~TeatAl 35 ald 20 exhU PACIFIC COAST AGENTS
Nest wrresr rer- of —FOR—
N o~ o« onand after A. J. Tower's Fish Brand
N.ofavy vl 2008007 Sampee

OILED CLOTHING.

Jas. S. Gary & Son
(ALBERTON MILLS)

COTTON DUCK.
AMES & HARRIS,

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS,

A LAT DY Haw ATrris Lo &

1t oconvement sizes and

100-104 Sacramento Street, +" 10-12 North First Street,
SAN FRANCISCO. CAL. PORTLAND, OR

' Get a Combined
“ Patent...:. : X KIO"dYke

A Y4h Sled and Rocker |
.t Combined. f
Light, Durable and Cheap. Capacity 700 to 1000 Ibs. Manufactured only by

PACIFIC WAGON CO., Manufacturers

| CAVEAT FILED Successors to the Buchanan & Brooke Lo.

-‘SQUTH THIRD AND LANE E STREETS

fommms cone o e o s 1o e = o

| S—
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CORNELL BROS,

MANUFACTURERS OF

HKlondilke Sleds|

754 C ST., TACOMA.

OUR EASTERN HICKORY SLEDS ARE THE LIGHTEST AND STRONGEST
ON THE MARKET.
Weight 32 pounds and guaranteed
Lo carry ISOOHT.& Hickory Sleds,
Take no other until yvou see them. .
Fir o

Handied by all the Leading Dealers
in Tacoma Oak 6

D RIFLE~

The Watchdog For The Klondike.

It bites when it barks. It will pro-

tect your claim and supply you with
food. Scnd name and address on a

postal card for 148-page illustrated
cataloguc. It is free,

" Winchester Repeating Arms Co.,
NEW HAVEN, CONN
418 Market St., San Francisco, Cal,

Just received, another ot of

T e

Eye Protectors, velvet llned, kest
made. Call and sec me before buy-
ing. You cannot do without them.

LOUIS KLODT

SCIENTIFIC QPTICIAN AND
SWISS WATCHMAKER.,

No. 824 Second Avenue,

Complicated Watches and Chro-
nometers Repalired.

T T T ML SR e

e L ISEATTLE BOAT EACTORY

G. V. JOHNSON & SON, Propr’s

Steamers, Launches, Yachts, Row Boats
Canoes, Yawl Boats and Spoon Oars

We Keep Constantly in Stock Yawls, Life-Boats and Row-Boats

Railroad Avenue, One-Half Block So. of Charles St. SEATTLE, WASH.
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Outfits for the Klondike

Some companies offered one-stop shopping
by providing complete outfits. Cooper and
Levy, one of the most heavily advertised
outfitters, warned gold seekers that “you are

going to a country where grub is more

valuable than gold.” This company also ran
advertisements showing hapless miners who
outfitted with “greenhorns, ” which left them
stranded in the Far North with inadequate

provisions.

of the BEST QUALITY caa be beapht frem

L Geattly Clothing
;

+B+BrBeBeBe B

719 Secoud Av. Hinckley Blouk.

.0.6.’.0.0.'.0.Q.‘.’.0-0."‘.'.’.’-‘.0'0.0-0.’".0.0
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Clondyke Outfits
co.

‘Dont get
rush away only halt pro=
pared. You are going to

KLONDYKE

& country where grub is

more vajuable than pold and frequently can’t be bought for any ||
price. Wo cam fit you our quicker and better them amy fitm lu |
téwn. Wo have had lots of experienco, Know how to pack and |

what 80 furnish.

excited and |

I

ICOOPER & LEVY|

KO%. 104 AND 106G FIRST AVENTUE S0UTH.

' COOPER & LEVY

I 1P Yo WaANiD To

DT OFINED LIKE THIA MAN, 00 T SOXR'»
SORARNHORNS™ W Y\ WA OLUTELY NOTHING ADOUT 'm .
ING ALANKAN 01 Illl“ ‘
WE DO RKNOW  WE ARE OLD ITANDN AT THK ALABKA RUI -
BUPPLY THE \LIY BEAT GOODY AND HAVE EXPERIENCED P“ ol
A, v
un,n- OF HEUPPLIEA B0 “ONE VAN FOIL ONE YEAIL® lllom .
WHAT T4 REQUIED. CORT AND WEIGHT o1 BAME, MAILED rll*
TU ANY ALDIEAA CRE

COOPER & LEVY,

Alaska Qutfitters,
104 and 100 First Ave. South,

SEATTLE, WASN:

[ RS R4 34 £4 £ £2 22 0 22 22 )

If you want the very best Klon-
dike outfit that money can buy, and
want it put up on short notice, we
can serve you well and faithfully.

%
2 &
|8 /
/A

_104-306. EIRST AXENUK _SOUTH. ONE DOOR V)LTH Of YESLER way
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%..................Q......

£ Klondike! Kunﬂlke!§

“The

(fold Fever
Is
Raging”

And we are working night and
day putting up the very best
outfits that money can buy—out-
fits thut will make you glad
when yuu get there, We have
put up miners’ outfits for years,
and can give you some good,
healthy advice as to what you
should and what you should not
take.

Seo to it that your bill of fare
fs well balanced—not too much
of this and too little of that, as
the chancex are azainst your
evening ft up to your satisfuc-
tlon when you get to the

KLONDYKE

ALASKA
Goldseekers’ Outfits

)

(J

®

)

(J

@ At wholesale and retail, complete in every detai , sold
@) by us; we carry a large stock of every 1me of
® goods used for a complete outfit, which we are selling
@ at most reasonable prices. All goods guaranteed as
@) represented; we are experienced hands in the business
® and know what a miner requires, aud how to pack
® it. Before selectin your outfit we invite you to
@) inspect our stock.

(J
(d
()
O
(J
@eeLe

Waterman & Katz

PCRT TOWNSEND, WASH.

0,0.0.0.0 .ﬂ,.... 290.0.9900.000009090),

Quallty TeIIs.

Klondike

et ARE
S i YOU
If you are going to the ‘}: GO[NG?
KLONDIKE

Be sure that your
ONLY

OUTFIT ‘;‘ HOUSE

In of the best quality and properly | i IN
packed. We can furnish it. § il TACOMA

CONNER BROS.. l

[ 720 SBecond Ave. Boston Block.

If so, remember that the

doing an outfitting busi-
ness exclusively
is—

KL@NDJKE CLOTHING AND SUPPLIES
OuU TFJ’TS. OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

Not the cheapest, but only the very best goods
I at very low prices. '

The
Alaska
Outfitting
Comp’y

| NATIVE ALASKA DOQS POR SALE.

THE MACDOUGALL & SOUTHWICK CO.

- — e
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Union Steamship Go. of B, C.

———33LIMITED.6—~*

HEAD OFFICE AND WHARF, (_VANCOUVER, B. C.

NORTHERN SETTLEMENTS.

S, S. Comox sails from Company's wharf every TUESDAY, at g a. m. for Bowen
Island, Howe Sound, Sechelt, Jervis Inlet, Froeck, Texada Island, Lund,
Hemando Island, Cortez Island, Read Island, Valdez Island, Shoal Bay,
Phillips Arm, Frederick Arm, Thurlow Island, Loughborough Inlet,
Salmon River, Port Neville, and sails every FRIDAY. at 3 p.m, for
Way Ports and Shoal Bay, calling at Bute Inlet every six weeks.

NASS RIVER AND WAY PORTS.

S, S, Coquitlam sails on the Sth and 22nd of cach month for Naas River and
Way Ports, and will proceed to any part of the Coast should inducements

offer.
MOODYVILLE AND NORTH VANCOUVER FERRY.

Leaves Moodyville at §, 9.13, 10.45 a. m., 12 noon, 2, 4. 5.45 and 7 p.om.
Leaves Vancouver at 8.35, 10, 11:20 a. m., 1.15, 3.15, 3.15, 6.20and 7. 30
p- n.. Calling at North Vancouver each way, excepting the noon trip.
Late” trip Naturday and Sunday, leave Moodyville 7 poome, Vaneouver,
7-30 p. m.

CLONDIKE GOLDFIELDS.
Steamers to DYEA for the YUKON COUNTRY during the Season.

T M T L L L T

Freight Steamer " Capilano,” capacity 300 tons d. w

Tug~ and scoms 2'ways svailable for towing and tresghting besness, Large

storage accomme«lation on Company s wharf.

Telepbone 84 P O Box 771 H. DARLING, Manacanr.

\x‘\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\“\\\\\‘\\‘\\\\\\\“\\‘\\\\\‘\mmh-\‘m\&\\\‘\\\\\\\\‘\‘\\“\\\\‘

e e N

M M B A i /M 0 M 5 B M 0/ M/ B 50/ /M ] 50 G/ 0 B M/ A0/ 0/ M/ 0/ B B M/ B B/ M M M | & /&

Transportation to the Klondike

Businesses such as the Alaska Steamship Company advertised
“ample room for horses and freight,” along with “first-class meals for all.”
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' ALASKA No Stock fo Sell

Our ships are
CLIPPER | ...
e LINE No Vessels to Build

Route A A

Passengersand freight by staunch suail-
ing vessely for all Alaska points at
reasonable rates.

Small steamers and mining machin-
ery taken as freight.

BENJAMIN HAVNER, Manager

Rooms 1, 2 and 3, Gross Buildingt
——u_ TACOMA, Wash.

Going to the | :

KLO\IDYKE

———- TAKE THE--

STEAMSHIP <UTOPIA”

WILL LEAVE SEATTLE

TOR SKAGUAY AND DYEA
| WEDNESDAY, AUG. 1th

Good Accommodations. First-Class Meals for All
Ample Roomn for Horses and I reight.

"STRONG SHIP, QUICK AND SAFE PASSAGE
ALASKA STEAMSHIP CO,

' Ticket ofice N. W. corner First avenue .
and Yesler way, under First
National bank

I
|
I
|
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Clothing for the Klondike

As one advertisement indicated,
"The Skagway winds blow hard
and cold and reach the bones
thro' blankets, woolens and
mackinaws." Clothing was an
important purchase for Klondike
stampeders.

Tlade
of Tlackinaw,
Warmly Linced.

Capot.

HE || .

‘ 142544274429 SLCORD AVINUL, NS AND N7 PIKL STREIT I Eome
L Yot

IKLONDIKE

Underwear

1These Goods

Purchased at

Vaucouver -

Victoria
Kamloops
Ashceroft . |

<<<<

Shorey’s Miners’ Suit

With or Without

in Khaki Duck.

can be

- BC

| Mode umder Pate
! e the Most Co

in all Shades

o NoL o
nretahle

¥ N

:'1 .. \

i i \

i \

/ i | K

h \ \
y H '

r‘ e : i
i Tl
. " "l-l,_ ~——/‘,‘
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| .
: i L ;

L ,{\? - \;’;‘\v-‘:ﬂ"ﬁ\'

e

- Shorey’s Arctic Suit

@

. SAOREYs
KLONDYKE
SHIRT

X
r

)
9

Hosiery

Made

of Heavy “lackinaw,

With or Without

Caput.

)

These Goods
be Purchased at

can

T Edmonton, N.W.T.

Calgary

Prince Albert o
Winnipeg
and all Eastern
Towns.

’“'/

in all Shades

Man.

COURTESY TERRENCE COLE

| ¥ And Gloves

' You Buy Them Here Cheaper .
Than Elsewhere ™~

JOhﬂ E KCHY, Und

has EXTRA HEAYY
KLONDIKE UNDERWEAR

|

|

for |
WOMEN » wi s MEN
i

|

The Seattle
erwear Dealer,

First Ave., Union and University Sts.,
, under the Vendome Hotel. -

L1
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The Skagway
Winds —

YOU WILL NEED A PAIR OF THESE

When Y« » to the

o

KIT.ONDIKE

Alaska Footwear

SEATTLE *

stock Alaska Footwga \ -’.-:v ‘1
Mu " Boots, Shoes and Rubier Goeds L Lo
Gcrm:m Sux. Felt Boots with Overs, ete.

% = K

- 3an Francisco Shoe Co.

COURTESY TERRENCE COLE

|
|

|
|

Blow hard and cold and reach the bones
thro' blankets, woolena and mackinaws. |
{ BUCKSKIN STOPS 'EM

So say those who have returned. We
.{ have the buckskin suits for big lunged
men and plucky women.
SOFT, WARM AND
IMPERYIOUS

703 First Ave.

oS ———

THE

sonMARDC HE
cfor ¢t

25 1421, 1428 Second Av. 008 115 Pe B

Hear the Prices Drop

Just in by Ove I dF cight—
20 Cn

Alaska and (}Iondyke

Wearing
Apparel.

Great Bargains In .

Alaska....
Footwear

|
Call and get our '

_'.
a
L)
:
X ;
- i
:
g -
i

It wﬁlspay you.

We are ogonts lor the
Cetebrated ’

A. A, Cutter

Boets and Shoes.

TREEN SHOE CO.

707 MRST AVIMUL.
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%

The est is none too good

When you go to Klondike you need
a stock of

i”! Pure Fresh DRUGS

|
FOR !’
FAIR IL’ Our Klondike Medicire Chest contaings
DEALING || the purest and best asscrtment of
¢o 70 Il drugs on the market.

ST. JOHN’S ‘PHARMACY, 93§’Paciﬁc Avenue, Tacoma.

Go to Alaska Prepared

For Emergencies...
OUR STAR REDICAL CASE

IR & camplete outfit of RKMEDIES. AP-
PLICATIONS aad AI'FLIANCES likely
1o be needed on a trip nogsth.  Contalne -
nothing useleas—nothing to bredX or freess.
Any desired changrs or additions made
without extra cost. A book of direvtions
sccompanies csch case.  Your nepeetion
Iavit . :

Stewart & Holmes Prug Co.

703 Firat Avenuo.

Your Klondike Outfit——=m

to bo correct M UST have our

Pharmaceuticals for the Klondike

Medicine cases and drugs were
widely advertised during the gold
rush. “You will be tired and sore,”
one advertisement for liniment noted.
Another advertisement used humor:
“Klondycitis is very prevalent disease
which cannot be cured by medical
science.”

oy |
~ Y ;
i &

- 7 & ~
< ToLriisyy ‘.-.i

KLONDYCITIS

breakage is eliminated.

modern acience.

ONVIENIENT

medicine case as nearly perfect as possible.

Apply for prices in any quantity to

Perfected Emergency §

Medicine Case

Being the LIGHTEST and altogether the CHKAPREST case on
the market. As it contains no liquids the danger of [reezing or |

Each retbedy is the best for its particular purpose kiown to
OMPLETE,
The Most OMPACT and™ e
Oar long experience in trade with Alaska miners has made
us familiar with their wants—hence our ability to furnish a

\WWo also have Concentrated Vinegar, Evaporated Lime
Juice for scurvy, and Saccharin 5 tines swecter than sugar.

STEWART & HOLMES DRUG O©O.,

Wholesale and Retail Druggista

‘make the ailment one of pleasure,

Is a very prevalent disease which can-
not be cured by medical sclence. We have
unusual advantages which enable us to

Come
and sce us before going North,

14

eed

€or, Beoond Avenue and Columbia Btreet.

T e cage

KLONDYKE

8iwash Liniment has hel
Lame Back, Boreness, Stiff
sale by len&ing dru

erl others over the fourncy, why not you?
oinl- Spraine, Drulses, Neuralgic Pains, cte.
ngl!tq and b) Chaq l(lmhnll

You Wl" Be |
Tired and Sore

Cures
For
D'm qon (‘Ry
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YeARS OF comTinUOUS
USE BY THE LARGLST PIE
AND CRACKER DAKERS IN
THE WORLD PROVE IT SUPLRIO®

\ TO COLD STORAGE ORANYOTULI
\ \thS'ﬂV[DOﬂHCLD LGOS

(i 4 . ’ "
0
atul 1o PRESEAVE tg,, err 10 IMPEOVE ) uw(:»rn S

Look for This Label

Aing uI PIOS JUON

S St ,::::::::;*"" A )
ANnD lsTnl RISUK’O' ‘.A‘LUZ L THOUBAND Doy —— /
or exremmenT, *" > IC
O+++++ ++++

C.a0.0 F..

INFRINGEMENTS WILL BE PROSECUTED AND FULL ACCOUNTING DEMANDED.

2333333333333393333333333333333333333

; i ! WE THROW DOWN
' Just received another ship- \ THE
ment of GAUNTLET

N

poratoes | [MILS[PIVERZED]Fi

AND ONIONS 3 PARALYZE GOMPETITION

LS

< Half the Price of the Self-Inflated and Sensationally
for Klondyke n Advertised High-Priced Prepared Eggs
outfitters. » Offered on this Market.

%(EW((‘“GG((“«WQE’

— >

COLUMBIA GROCERY CO. o

L. M. NEWMAN, Propr.

912 FIRST AVE.
- =

e

—————— Food for the Klondike
Your Life May Depend

upon your getting the very best “Your life may depend upon your
Groceries if you are going to the getting the very best groceries,” one

advertisement warned gold seekers.
KlondYke Evaporated food was heavily advertised,

and LaMont's frequently ran

Our goods are the VERY BEST advertisements for crystallized eggs,
and we pack them with the prompting challenges from Hall's, a
UTMOST CARE.

competitor.

COLUMBIA GROCERY Co.

L. M. NEWMAN, Propr,

912 FIRST AVE.
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Advertising in Tacoma LIVE IN, §
Best place e .
on luget Sound to INVEST IN,
. ) " ' MAKNE MONEY IN
The longstanding rivalry
between Tacoma and

Seattle intensified during
the Klondike'Gold Rush. C Ity Of De St l n y

These advertisements
from Tacoma touted the
“City of Destiny” as the
“best place on Puget
Sound. ” One Tacoma
company offered
investments in mining
asbbor Mz Elovidike, ™ real estntlo, call on or address

—__ALLEN C. MASON |

Room 2, Mason Block, TACOMA, Wash.
ESTABLISHED 1883 — s

R o T St SN

A judicious investment in real estate here now cannot, in my judg-
men fail to be profitable. Tacoma is growing and will continue to
grow, and real cstate must advance in value from present low prices.

For particulars concerning desirable investments in Tacoma

PN NS

Better than aro investments in REALTY and

MINING in the State of Washington.

. Choico list of Bunsiness, Residenco,
Klondlke Acres and Farin Property in Tacoma

and Pierco County.

MINING A SPECIALTY—Stocks for sale In all rellable companles.
HOUSES RENTED, TAXES PAID, and cntire ch#rge taken of property.

®or further information call on or address

Daniel McGregor,

16 Years Resldence in the State. 301 Washington Bldg., Tacoma, Wash.
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Miners’ KLONDIKE Outfits

When In Montreal Visit our Warerooms

COURTESY TERRENCE COLE

Advertising in Canada

Canadian companies
advertised “no duty” for
Klondike goods
purchased in British
Columbia.

Sleeping Bags, Dunnage Bags, Oiled Clothing. Waterproof Sheet:.,
Klondike Boots, Fishing Tackle, Canvas, Rope, Blocks, Kit-Bags,
Knapsacks, Belts, Packstraps, Rubber Goods, Hammocks.
Elder-down Sleeping Bags and Hoods. (These are the hest for cold weather).

We have fitted out i great number bound for the Gold Fields, and our goods have been used by
the most prominent expeditions and have given entire satisficction.
We have the largest and most varied stock in Ca

TENTS-~(Our own special make), double or single as required.  Finished specially for hard usage.
MINERS' TOOLS— The latest on the market, )
FOLDING STOVES (with cooking utensils of all kinds).
Shot Guns, Revolvers, Rifles Scc our latest, Rifle and Shot Gun combined.

Ask for aur $ l 2.00 OUTF”' Tent, Stove, Stool, Cooking Utensils and Waterproof

Headquarters—34« and 36 Victoria Sqﬁare
MONTREAL, CANADA.

The “Sonne” Awning, Tent and Tarpaulin Co.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS.

The 8. C. St Relimng (0

s LIMITE D e

BRANCH O#FICE,

VANCOUVER, B. C. <z VIGTORIA, B. C.

PUT UP

The Klondike stampede created geographical confusion. This
advertisement for a Canadian company was more appropriate for an
African outfit than an outfit for the Klondike.

Granulated, Cube and Bar

RO N LR R ML

SUGAR

SR NS TR S 3

&

VR R

IN 60 LB. 20 LB. and 10 LB. PACEAGES

~~SPLCIALLY SUITED FORA~-

HKLONDYKE ™

To ba had of all Merchants s Brrieh Columbea
e T

INO DUTY AT KLONDYXE ™™
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THE YUKON
GOLD FIELDS

GLONDYKL.

It you want all the news,
reliable, accurate and full,
subscribe for the

Jly PO Melency.

75¢ a Month.

. Steamers arrive every few days.
Don'’t let the opportunity slip by.

Subscribe Now.

- The Weey Postnielloencer, S1.00 Per Yem,

[EEELT]
Clondykel

Clondyke!
Clondyke!

GET THE LATEST NEWS
FROM THE KLONDIKE

LL THE NEWS of the Yukon Gold Fields is published in the Tacoxma
DaiLy and WeeeLy News, If you have relatives or friends on the
Klondike, get the latest news about them by takinz one of these papers.

The Daily News, per month -~ $ .50 | The Weekly News, six months $ 15
The Dally News, per year =~ 5.00 | The Weekly News, one year = 1.25

33333333333333333333333),

“P.-1.”

Clondﬂ(e_ Extra.

READY THIS MORNING.

Contains a summary of all the
latest news, maps, interviews, etc.,
relating to the great Alaskan Gold
Fields. - Procure your copies at
Business Office of the Post-Intel-
ligencer. Price 5 cents.. Special
rates given on largeorders. Every
reader of the Post-Intelligencer
should send this Special Clondyke
Edition to his Eastern friends
and these making inquiries about
the new Eldorado.

A

CEECEECEEEECEEEEEEEEEECCECEECEECEEEEEEEEEEEEE

5333333333333!3333333333333333333333333333_,

8 PAGES—ALL CLONDYKE.
EEFEEEEFEEFEFFEEEEEEEEEC

3
“c

Newspapers used the Klondike Gold Rush to
sell subscriptions.
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PART |

€

SECESSECEE

ELT @The Seottle Doilp Thmes, 755573

Seattle s

‘I HE Queen City of the PacHlic—tl.e metropolis of the State of Washin, and the gateway

to the gold felds of Alaska and the Klondike—the chief uudmn[':&l for ml.ng:r:. and
the hu‘dquarla'l for eighty per cent. of'all the steamship lines plying between the United States
and Bo#ch Columbla and Skaguay and Dyes, the landing points by the overland routes to
the Kl®ake, as well as the all-water route via the Dutch Gap, St. Michaels and the Yukon
dver.  Suale. with its 80,000 population, is 800 miles nearer Alaska and the Klondike gold
Belds than syenFranciseo, 200 miles nearer than Portland, Oregon, and steamers plying between
Seattle and troadnld Belds make Victoria and-Vancouver mere way stations.

- Washington

; ' :
GBE\TEST mineral producing state in the union, the products being gold, silver, iron,

copper and coal, in quantities and quality superior to all others. “The Evergreen State,”
whose standing forésts today include more than 13,000,000 acres of heavy timber, and whose
fisheries, larm, garden and orchard products are the most abundant and of the highest quality
grown in any Kate of the union., ' ' '

BEATTLE, WASHINGTON, SATURDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 18, 1897.

Alaska &% 2%

“ Wondetland of the Nineteenth Century”; a region of fabulous mineral w'u'ﬂh. with

tts Gold, its Coal, its Oil and its Timber; a vast and mighty empire, containing mare
than 500,000 square Miles, or being more than seven times greater than the State of Washing-
ton In its territorial expanse, Indeed, Alaska is another name when regarded from its mineral

" The Klondike

IHEhl.&mnd test gold fever in the history of the world has been kindled Intofleme end
Ahm“::.-b;idmwmg fales of golden sands, almost beyood oclicl, bom dfs
new Eldorado. A mugic Influence now belongs to the name “Klondike.” Seattle has proven
herself fo be the natural gateway to this Jand of gold, and by fair and honorable dealing with
gold-seekers and traders her merchants have secured to her the Hon's-thare of the outfiting
trade, now, assuming such gigantic proportiont as to astonish’a world. Wherever the word .

. “Klondike” fs used the name of Seattle, the Queen City, is at once spaken by associztion. The
_wuhhdAluh.o(tthlondlk:mdd&uSuuquhbﬂmm

HE SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER.
N e e
S8 “"'sl’m_‘l,\l, CLONDYKE EDITION,
| j\ %“ HCLONDYRE RICHES EEEEEE5 YES ROOM FOR ALL
8 L . i - - i i
ClONDYKE YIRS 4TI, ; b SN ORILYIE.
TN I ooy S
During the gold rush, =
newspapers helped | &= L EEERIETIT Serafo 0 EESEEE DTS
link Seattle, Alaska,
and the Klondike in the
public mind.
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Outfitters

Seattle offered numerous companies that could outfit miners — sometimes in a single
stop. Some of the city’s retailers captured Klondike trade by marketing complete outfits that
included food, equipment, and clothing. The Columbia Grocery Company, Seattle Trading
Company, and Fischer Brothers, for example, offered this service. While gold seekers in other
cities had to locate and visit a variety of stores, Seattle businesses developed a reputation for
providing outfits quickly and efficiently. The Seattle Trading Company, established in 1893,

printed special forms

listing supplies, and g
miners could check the §
items they wished to %
purchase.22 %

Cooper and Levy 8

was among the largest and
most heavily advertised of
the city’s outfitters. Isaac
Cooper and his wife’s
brother, Louis Levy,
formed a partnership in
1892, providing retail and
mail-order groceries,
hardware, and
woodenware. Their
business was located in

Seattle’s commercial

center, at the southeast
corner of First Avenue and Yesler (photo, above). During the gold rush, large stacks of goods
outside this store became a common sight — and it remains an enduring image of Seattle street

scenes from the period. In 1903, Cooper and Levy sold their business to the Bon Marche.*
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Schwabacher Brothers and Company was another prominent merchandising business.
Established in Seattle in 1869, it was also one of the city’s oldest. In 1888, Schwabacher
Hardware Company incorporated as a separate business. Schwabacher Brothers and Company
sold groceries, clothing, and building materials. The store was located in Seattle’s commercial
district, and the company also maintained a wharf. These facilities, along with the
Schwabachers’ longstanding presence in Seattle, placed the company in an advantageous
position when the gold rush began. Schwabacher’s wharf received considerable publicity in
July of 1897, when the Portland, laden with Klondike gold, docked there and set off the rush to
the Yukon.?*

Some Seattle companies that prospered during the stampede continue to serve
customers today. These include the Bon Marche, which frequently advertised arctic clothing
as well as a mail order business, in Seattle newspapers in 1897 and 1898. Its wares included
blankets, shoes, bedding, and general furnishings. Edward Nordhoff, a German immigrant,
founded this company, naming it after the famous store in Paris. “Le Bon Marche” translates
into “The Good Bargain.” During the gold rush, the Bon Marche operated at Second Avenue
and Pike Street.”

Additional outfitting stores that remained in business a century after the gold rush era
included the Clinton C. Filson Company, which operated the Pioneer Alaska Clothing and
Blanket Manufacturer, and continues to provide outdoor wear. 2® Similarly, the Bartell Drug
Company continues to maintain a chain of stores throughout Puget Sound.

Nordstrom Department Store remains one of the best-known businesses still in
operation. John W. Nordstrom, a Swedish immigrant, arrived in the Klondike gold fields in
1897. He struggled there for two years, supporting himself by taking odd jobs. When
Nordstrom finally hit pay dirt, another miner challenged his claim, and he sold it. In 1899, he
arrived in Seattle with $13,000, which “looked like a lot of money” to him. Two years later
Nordstrom invested $4,000 of his newfound wealth in a shoe store, which he opened with his
partner, Carl F. Wallin. Located at Fourth Avenue and Pike Street, the business prospered for
nearly 30 years — and Nordstrom and Wallin bought another store on Second Avenue. By the
late 1920s, the partnership had soured, and Nordstrom bought Wallin’s shares. Nordstrom’s
sons bought the shoe store during the 1930s, expanding it into a retail business with multiple

locations.?’
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Although Nordstrom’s was not founded during the stampede of 1897-1898, it benefited
from the vigorous economy that the Klondike Gold Rush encouraged in Seattle. Subsequent
gold strikes in Alaska at the turn of the century continued the momentum, bringing additional

customers to Seattle outfitters as well as other businesses, described below.

William B. Haskell listed the items in his outfit as follows:

Equipment
1 Handsaw 2 Hatchets 2 Shovels 1  Whip Saw
2 Handled Axes 2 Draw Knives 1 Jack Plane 30 Ibs. Nails (assorted sizes)
1 Gold Scale 2 Compasses 1 Chalk Line 1 Set Awls & Tools
2 Butcher Knives 2 Hunting Knives 2 PocketKnives 3 Chisels, assorted
1 Measuring Tape 1 Brace and 4 Bits 2 Money Belts 2 Gold Dust Bags (tuckskin)
2 Cartridge Belts 1  Caulking Iron 2 Gold Pans 1 Medicine Case
1 Whetstone 2 Prospector's Picks 2 Picks & Handles 150 ft. of 5/8-inch Rope
6 Towels 2  Pairs Snow Glasses 2 Coffee Pots 1 Stove (Yukon)
2 Grub Bags 1 Camp Kettle 2  Frying Pans 4  Granite Buckets
15  lbs. Pitch 4  Galvanized Pails 2 Large Spoons Granite Plates
2 Bread Pans 20 Ibs. Oakum Knives & Forks Granite Cups
2 Scissors Pack Straps Table & Teaspoons
Fish Lines & Hooks

Clothing
3 Suits, Underwear, extra heavy 2  Pairs Leopard Seal 1 Pair Hip Boots
2 Extra heavy double-breasted Waterproof Mittens 2  Pair Rubber Shoes

Flannel Overshirts 2 Pair Overalls 2 Pairs Blankets
1 Extra heavy Mackinaw Overshirt 1  Fur Cap 1  Wool Scarf
4 Pairs All-Wool Mittens 1 Pair Mackinaw Pants 1 Mackinaw Coat, extra heavy
1 Pair Leather Suspenders 1  Extra heavy all-wool 1  Waterproof, Blanket-Lined Coat
6 Pairs long German knit Socks double Sweater 1 Canvas Sleeping Bag
1 Extra Heavy Packing Bag 1 Suit Oil Clothing and Hat 1  Doz., Bandana Handkerchiefs
2 Pairs German knit and shrunk Stockings, leather heels :
Provisions
Flour 800 Ibs. Bacon 300 lbs. Evaporated Onions 20 Ibs.
Corn Meal 50 lbs. Dried Beef 60 lbs. Beef Extract 3 Ibs.
Rolled Oats 80 Ibs. Dried Salt Pork 50 Ibs. Evaporated Apples 50 Ibs.
Pilot Bread 50 Ibs. Roast Coffee 50 Ibs. Evaporated Peaches 50 Ibs.
Baking Powder 20 1bs. Tea 25 lbs. Evaporated Apricots 50 Ibs:
Yeast Cakes 6 lbs. Condensed Milk 50 Ibs. Ginger 2 Ibs.
Baking Soda 6 lbs. Butter, Jamaica Ginger 3 lbs.
Rice 100 Ibs. hermetically sealed 40 Ibs. Evaporated Vinegar 12 Ibs.
Beans 200 Ibs. Salt 40 Ibs. Matches 25 lbs.
Split Peas 50 Ibs. Ground Pepper 3 Ibs. Candles, 2 boxes
Evaporated Potatoes 50 lbs. Ground Mustard 3 Ibs. containing 240 candles 80 Ibs.
Total Weight 2,327 lbs.

5 Source: William B. Haskell, Two Years in the Klondike and Alaskan Gold-Fields, 1896-1898
(Fairbanks, University of Alaska Press, 1998).
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Miners and their supplies enroute to the Klondike gold fields.
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Transportation

Seattle’s transportation facilities proved crucial to its success in securing Klondike
trade. As noted, at the outset of the gold rush the city already had rail and marine connections
in place. Miners could take a train to the city, where they could then obtain passage on a

steamship to the Far North.

Railroads

Rail links were especially significant. Seattle served as the terminus for the Great
Northern Railway, completed in 1893. By the early 1890s, the city had also developed an
extensive local railroad network. The Columbia and Puget Sound Railroad (originally the

Seattle and Walla Walla), linked the city with the coal fields at Newcastle, Renton, Franklin,
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and Black Diamond. The Seattle Lake Shore and Eastern transported produce from the east
side of Lake Washington to the city, while its northern branch connected Seattle with
Snohomish, Skagit, and Whatcom counties. Moreover, Seattle could be reached through spur
lines via the Canadian Pacific in Vancouver, British Columbia, and the Union Pacific in
Portland, Oregon. In addition to carrying passengers, railroads shipped lumber, coal, fish, and

agricultural products from Seattle.?®

While bringing stampeders to the city, these rail connections also delivered goods to
merchants who supplied the miners. Rail shipments in Washington state increased
dramatically — as much as 50 percent per year — during the late nineteenth century. Seattle

became the “central point” of rail traffic, in part due to the “Alaskan trade.””

Shipping

By the time of the Klondike Gold Rush, Seattle also functioned as the central point for
water traffic of freight and passengers to Alaska. Before the 1890s, San Francisco controlled
trade with the Far North. During that decade, however, Seattle merchants gained a strong
foothold. In 1892, the Pacific Coast Steamship Company of San Francisco shifted its center of
operations from Portland to Seattle, which was closer and could offer an ample supply of
coal.® As noted, the Alaska Steamship Company formed in Seattle in the mid-1890s — and
the North American Transportation and Trading Company also operated there.’’

The Klondike
stampede boosted
Seattle’s shipping to the
Far North considerably.

According to a

COURTESY NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

newspaper report,

Seattle’s fleet tripled in
size between 1897 and
1898, in part due to the

“Alaskan business.”?

So pressing was the
demand for Gold seekers in Seattle board the Portland, bound for the Klondike.
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steamships in the late 1890s that some vessels of marginal quality were placed in service.
Seattle’s shipping “never was so entirely engaged,” explained one reporter in 1897. “Not a
single vessel seaworthy and capable of use” was overlooked.*

During the late nineteenth century, shippers filled these vessels to capacity. The Alaska
Steamship Company, for instance, operated vessels that carried as many as 700
passengers apiece. In general, each ship ran between Seattle and the Far North one and one-
half times per month.** To'prospector Martha Louise Black, it seemed that steamships left
Seattle for Alaska “almost every hour.”> The historian Clarence B. Bagley noted that all this
activity resulted in a “scene of confusion” on the Seattle waterfront that “has never been
equaled by any other American port."’ The docks were piled high with outfits, and crowds of
impatient miners “anxiously sought for some floating carrier to take them to the land of
gold.”¢

Shipping continued to expand in Seattle during the subsequent gold rush to Nome in
1899-1900. By that time, according to Bagley, the city’s fleet had become a “great armada.”
He detected an interesting trend: at the end of the nineteenth century, only 10 percent of the
ships sailing from Seattle to Alaska were owned and operated by people based in Seattle. In
1905, however, more than 90 percent of the vessels sailing from Seattle to Alaska were

controlled by Seattle residents and businesses based in the city.”’

Shipbuilding

The increase in shipping stimulated the boatbuilding industry during this era. At the
end of the nineteenth century, many shipbuilders in Seattle tripled their output as well as their
number of employees.”® Prior to this point, most ships constructed in the city included small
fishing vessels or boats for local trade. During the decade 1880 to 1890, Seattle shipbuilders
produced approximately 75 vessels, the average weight of each totaling 33 tons. In 1898,
Seattle shipyards built 57 steamers, 17 steam barges and scows, and 13 tugs.* Wood Brothers
of West Seattle constructed and launched the first steamer built “wholly for Yukon trade.”
This vessel measured 75 feet long and 20 feet wide.*® Moran Brothers Shipbuilding Company
produced many of the vessels constructed during the gold rush era. In early August of 1897,
the North American Transportation and Trading Company ordered a fleet of 15 ships from this

business. “A stroll through the extensive works of Moran Bros. discloses a varitable [sic] hive
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of industry,” observed one reporter. “About 400 men are employed and separate forces are at
work day and night.” The “immediate cause” of this activity was the Alaska trade.*' Gold
strikes in western Alaska at the turn of the nineteenth century — which required ocean-going
vessels that could sail the Bering Sea — further stimulated the shipbuilding industry in

Seattle.*?

Animals for the Yukon

In addition to encouraging the development of rail and marine transportation in Seattle,
the Klondike Gold Rush also fostered businesses that assisted miners in getting around once
they arrived in the Yukon. The stampede increased the market for dogs, horses, goats, and
oxen — all of which moved people and supplies to the gold fields.

Dogs became the most
heavily publicized animals for
sale. The use of these animals in
the Far North dated back centuries.
By the turn of the century, Tappan
Adney, a correspondent for
Harper's Weekly, had observed an
“extraordinary demand” for dogs
to carry sleds and saddlebags.
Yukon miners had “raked and

scraped” the Canadian Northwest

COURTESY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION, WASHINGTON STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

in search of dogs, resulting in a
shortage.” A single dog could
draw 200 pounds on a sled, and six
of these animals could carry a
year’s worth of supplies for a

miner.*
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Adney described a variety of breeds, including Eskimo, husky, malamute, and siwash.
So similar were these dogs in physical appearance that he had difficulty distinguishing them.
He did, however, detect differences in characteristics among the various animals. The Eskimo
dog, for instance, featured a “wolf-like muzzle,” but lacked the “wild wolf’s hard, sinister
expression.” The malamute, on the other hand, was a dog “without moral sense,” often
approaching “the lowest depths of turpitude.”® The Klondike trade in canines was not limited
to these large animals; Seattle dealers also sold “little dogs not much larger than pugs.”46

The scarcity of dogs made sale of these animals a lucrative business. Miners, according
to Adney, were “willing to pay almost any price,” and dogs brought “fabulous” sums in the
Yukon during the winter of 1897-1898. The best dogs sold for $300-400 apiece. By the
summer of 1898, approximately 5,000 dogs had arrived at Dawson City, indicating the size of
the market.*” Teams of dogs waiting for transport remained a common sight throughout the
commercial district in Seattle during the gold rush.*®

Businesses such as the Seattle-Yukon Dog Company imported “all kinds of canines”
from as far away as Chicago and St. Paul. In addition to transporting the énimals, the company
trained them in preparation for their service in the Yukon. “Dog drivers” placed the animals
two at a time in a harness attached to a sled, compelling them to pull it for half an hour. “At
first it is hard work,” noted one observer, “but nearly all of the dogs soon understand what is
wanted and pull the sled without trouble.”*® As Adney pointed out, however, not all dogs that
reached the Yukon were trained.”

The vast number of dogs brought into Seattle for the Klondike trade created problems
for merchants as well as for the animals. Some dog yards held as many as 400 animals at once
— all waiting to be shipped to the Yukon. One November morning in 1897, 200 canines, held
together in a si‘ngle yard, engaged in “one big dog fight.” The noise was “deafening,”
prompting The Seattle Daily Times to dispatch a reporter to investigate the event. He described
the animals as “snarling, biting, fighting canines who were doing their best to annihilate each
other.” Not surprisingly, nearly every dog was wounded in the brawl.”'

The Klondike stampede also created a demand for horses. A Yukon horse market
operated on Second Avenue and Yesler — and the commercial district also offered horses “at
every corner” for $10 to $25. By early October of 1897, within three months of the onset of
the gold rush, 5,000 horses had been shipped to the Far North from Seattle. Encouraged by
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the volume of sales, one Seattle firm ordered 4,000 burros from the Southwest. Merchants
selling tack and horseshoes also benefited from the trade. Many of these animals died,
however, killed by exposure, lack of food, and overwork. Their carcasses littered the trails to
the gold fields, serving as a grim reminder of the consequences of hasty marketing and
ignorance of northern conditions.’> Even so, the trade in horses, burros, and dogs remained
active, prompting the Seattle newspapers to carry a special section devoted to this topic in the
want ads.

Gold seekers not inclined to buy dogs, horses, or burros had another choice: goats.
While merchants advertised dogs as faithful, hard-working animals, businesses trading in goats
pointed out that their animals were less expensive to purchase and maintain — and they could
furnish milk, butter, food, and clothing.™ Goats, they argued, also proved to be sure-footed on
steep, icy inclines, and they could “gather their feed on the trail.”> Miners also purchased

oxen in Seattle, which they shipped to the gold fields.™

Wheels on Ice

One of the most colorful,
whimsical means of getting around the

Yukon was by bicycle — and Seattle

COURTESY TERRENCE COLE

merchants advertised them during the
stampede.”® The gold rush coincided with
the worldwide bicycle craze of the 1890s,
when riding “wheels” became a
fashionable pastime. One New York

Company considered producing a

“Klondike Bicycle,” which
representatives claimed could carry gold seekers across Chilkoot Pass to Dawson City. For all
the impracticality of that particular idea, numerous miners brought bikes to Alaska — and they
were available for purchase in Seattle. Spelger & Hurlbut, dealers operating on Second
Avenue, sold bicycles that they obtained from the Western Wheel Works factory in Chicago.
By 1900, one Seattle newspaper had reported that “scarcely a steamer leaves for the North that

does not carry bicycles.™’
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This mode of transportation offered several advantages: cyclists could follow the
tracks in the snow left by dogsleds with relative ease; they could travel faster than dog teams
and horses; and “iron steeds” were less expensive and easier to maintain than animals. Cycling
in the Far North was not without hazards, which included snowblindness and eyestrain from
attempting to follow a narrow track through the ice, and frequent breakdowns due to frozen

bearings and stiff tires.®

“A Hot Town” and “A Very Wicked City”

By day, Seattle bustled with activities associated with outfitting and transportation. By
night, according to one newspaper headline, it became “A Hot Town” that catered to the needs
of a largely transient population.’ ? The influx of people during the Klondike stampede

included dock workers, ship crews, and various merchants, as well as miners — most of whom
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were passing through. They increased the demand for accommodations, food and drink,
entertainment, and other services. “The town is overrun with strangers,” marveled one
observer, “the hotels are crowded; the restaurants are jammed;” and “a number of theaters are
running full blast.”®® The large number of people pouring into the city created a need for
hotels, rooming houses, and other service industries.®’ Asa result, downtown Seattle was a
lively place — “a great carnival of the senses” — at all hours.®

The hotel business thrived in Seattle during the gold rush. Accommodations at the high
end included the Hotel Seattle (originally the Occidental) at First Avenue and Yesler, the
Butler Hotel at Second Avenue and James, and the Grand Pacific and Northern hotels on First
Avenue. These were elegant buildings that offered a variety of amenities, including suites and
dining rooms.*> Less expensive rooming houses were also available throughout the
commercial district. These featured small units arranged along a narrow corridor, providing

very little privacy.®

The Hotel Seattle.

COURTESY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
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The supply of rooms, however, could not always meet the demand. “More Klondykers
than ever were in town last night,” noted one newspaper article from August of 1897. “For the
first time since the fire men were walking the streets in the lower part of the city unable to get a
bed, although they had money in plenty. The parlors in many of the hotels were filled with
cots.”®

In addition to searching for accommodations, a “great number” of people spent their
evenings “out doing the town.” Much of their activity centered around the Tenderloin — an
area bordered by Yesler Way, Jackson Street, Railroad Avenue, and Fifth Avenue. Here, gold
seekers could enjoy “all kinds” of activities, not all of which were legal.%® So lively was this
district that in the fall of 1897 Seattle’s City Council increased the size of the police force by
approximately 40 percent. The town grew 500 percent “in rogues and rascals,” one newspaper
article explained.67 Robberies and assaults became especially common crimes in this area. By
November of 1897, Seattle had become “the greatest petty larceny town on the Coast.” % As
one reporter summarized, it is “a very wicked city just now.”%’

The excitement in the Tenderloin was encouraged by the sales of alcohol and the
openings of numerous saloons. New drinking establishments in 1897 included the Torino and
People’s Café on Second Avenue South, and the Dawson Saloon on Washington Street.
Typically, these businesses served beer, whiskey, and even champagne. They attracted “the
Klondikers going and coming, for the majority of them get drunk at both stages of the game.”"
One visitor claimed that Seattle boasted one saloon for every 50 citizens, and he published
these observations in 7he New York Times. Accordingly, the Tenderloin acquired a reputation
like that of the Barbary Coast in San Francisco.”"

Seattle newspapers were filled with stories illustrating the consequences of widespread
drinking. In August of 1897, one gold seeker reported to city police that he had been robbed of
$300 while “doing” Washington Street during the evening. The police could locate no
suspects. Just as they were about to give up the search, the man sheepishly informed the
authorities that he had apparently deposited the missing $300 at his hotel while intoxicated —
an act of good sense that he could not remember.”

Captain Bensely Collenette of Boston was not so fortunate. He had come to Seattle to

lead a party of miners to the Yukon. Upon arriving in the city, he “went on a glorious drunk,”

spending “his money like wind.” On Washington Street, he was robbed of $185. Even so,
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Collenette was later observed “riding around the city in the finest hack in town,” and he left for
the Yukon on the steamer Cleveland.”

Along with the problems that alcohol presented, the police contended with morphine
and opium “fiends” in the Tenderloin. Many drug stores sold these substances, often
remaining open at night for that purpose. Newspapers credited morphine and opium with
murder, robbery, and leading women to a “life of shame.”"*

During the late nineteenth century, Seattle featured a variety of brothels, including the
Klondike House. Located on the corner of Main Street and Second Avenue South, this
establishment functioned as the “stopping place for the worst of Seattle’s fallen women,” and it

o Newspaper reports of the

gained the reputation of being one of the “worst dives in the city.
Tenderloin focused on prostitutes — known as “soiled doves.” Prostitution had existed in the
city long before the late 1890s, but the gold rush increased its visibility. Women also worked
as comediennes, singers, dancers, and actors in the district’s theaters — and they dealt cards in
the gambling houses that sprang up during the gold rush.”®

Gambling was a lucrative business that caught gold seekers before and after their trip to
the Klondike. By the turn of the century, the Standard Gambling House, for example, had
averaged more than $120,000 per year.”’ In addition to card games, customers could try their
luck with the “Klondike dice game.””®

In summary, vice became a prominent industry in Seattle during the stampede — one
that attracted as much immediate attention as outfitting and transporting miners. Newspapers
focused on this topic from 1897 through 1910 — in part because sensational and scandalous
stories increased sales. The Seattle Daily Times condemned Mayor J. Thomas Humes for his
failure to suppress gambling and other “social evils” in Seattle, likening his supporters to an
army of “besotted drunks.” In 1902, voters approved a reform measure that controlled vice
through saloon license fees of $1,000 and evening and Sunday closings.”

The excesses of the Tenderloin during the Klondike stampede link the gold seekers to
other figures in western history. During the early nineteenth century, mountain men and
trappers emerged once a year from the remote, far-flung areas where they hunted beaver. They
met at a rendezvous — a caravan that purchased their beaver pelts and sold them supplies.

After transacting their business, many trappers drank and gambled away their annual earnings,

turning the rendezvous into a “scene of roaring debauchery.” The caravan’s owners, on the
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other hand, profited handsomely from this arrangement, often enjoying returns that reached

2,000 percent.80 For the most part, those who made fortunes from the fur trade, like those who

reaped profits from the gold rush, were not the people directly involved in extracting the

resource; they were the ones that sold the goods and services.

LABOR EMPLOYED IN SEATTLE FACT ORIES, 1900

Industry Employees  Industry Employees
Bicycles 25 Jewelry 40
Boots and shoes 60 Lumber 4,000
Breweries 250 Packers and canners 300
Brick and tiles 400 Paints 50
Candles and crackers 250 Paper boxes 25
Cigars 75 Power plants 100
Cloaks and suits 25 Printing and publishing 400
Coopers 25 Saws 50
Drugs 25  Ship carpenters & caulkers 360
Electric plants 200 Spices, baking powder, etc. 30
Evaporating plants 150 Soda water bottling 50
Flour 100 Tailoring 200
Furniture 300 Tents and awnings 150
Gas 30 Tin, comnices, etc . 100
Hats and Caps 30 Vinegar and pickles 50
Iron (including machinery) 650

Total: - 8,600

Source: The Seattle Daily Times, December 22, 1900.

OCCUPATION OF SEATTLE WORK FORCE

1880 1890 1900 1910

Number Number % Number %
Agriculture 350 625 14 2,025 1.6
Fishing 250 478 1.1 1,097 0.9
Logging 350 664 1.5 1,338 1.1
Mining 1,900 3,595 8.1 1,915 1.6
Manufacture 138 2,750 5190 11.6 14,014 11.5
Hand Trades 2,850 5,383 12.0 25,625 20.9
Trade & Trans. 6,900 13,102 292 47,635 38.8
Domestic & Personal Service 6,800 12,802 285 19,874 16.3
Professional 1,600 3,029 6.7 8,762 72
Total Employment 23,750 44,868 122,285
Total Population 3,533 42,837 80,671 237,194

Source: Alexander Norbert McDonald, "Seattle's Economic Development, 1880-1910,"

Ph.D. Dissertation, University

of Washington, 1959
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Population and Economic Growth During the Gold-Rush Era

It was during the late 1890s that Seattle eclipsed other Puget Sound communities as the
state’s most populous city. By 1890, Tacoma’s population had reached 36,006 — which was
fairly close to Seattle’s 42,837 residents. During the decade of the 1890s, however, Tacoma
gained only 1,708 residents, while Seattle’s population rose by 37,834, to a total of 80,671 =

Most of this growth — approximately two-thirds — occurred between 1897 and 1900,
when the city increased from 56,842 to 80,671.*2 This development suggests the influence of
the Klondike Gold Rush. By 1910, Seattle had developed into a city of 237,194 residents.

Seattle’s growth exceeded that of many other comparable cities in other regions of the country

during this period.

: For all this dramatic
GROWTH OF SELECTED AMERICAN CITIES .
growth, the ethnic

Population .. R
City 1880 P 1910 i bacrbise composition of Seattle’s
Washington, D.C. 177,624 331,069 86 : :
Los Angeles 11,183 319,198 2,700 populanian did not hangs
Minneapolis 46,887 301,408 504 appreciably during the late
Jersey City 120,722 267,799 122
Kansas City 55,785 248,381 345 nineteenth and early
Seattle 3,533 237,194 6,600 . .
Indianapolis 75,056 233,650 210 twentieth centuries. In
Providence 104,857 224,326 116 . .
Louisville 123,785 223,928 81 1880, native-born whites
;“;‘ﬁlter 2?’3,673 g:i’;ﬁ 31‘11‘51 comprised approximately

69 percent of the
Source: Alexander Norbert McDonald, "Seattle's Economic Development,

1880-1910," Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Washington, 1959.  population, while in 1910

they accounted for 70
percent. The percentage of foreign-born whites also remained stable, at around 26-27 percent.
Between 1890 and 1910, African-Americans made up one percent of the city’s population,
while Asians comprised around 3 percent.83

Most native-born residents in Seattle came from somewhere else — particularly the
Midwest and East Coast. In 1910 only 16 percent of the city’s residents were from
Washington. Seattle’s foreign-born population was comprised of migrants from Canada,
Sweden, Norway, Great Britain, and Germany in 1880. Immigration from Japan, Italy, and

Russia had become more common by 1910.%
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Rapid population growth could be viewed as an indication of economic prosperity.
Seattle’s population figures reveal that the late 1890s and early twentieth century — the era of
the Klondike stampede — was a period of vigorous expansion.85 Even so, an examination of
population figures for other western cities during the 1890s demonstrates comparable growth.
Although Portland and Vancouver, British Columbia, did not attract the Klondike trade to the
extent that Seattle enjoyed, they both expanded at a faster rate than Seattle, perhaps due to
momentum gained early in the decade, before the gold strike. This trend suggests that the

continuing movement

west of the population of

POPULATION COMPOSITION OF SELECT: I ITIE :
o » 5 s e the two nations proved to

Percentage Distribution be a significant influence
Native-born Foreign-born  African- Asian & on growth. %6
White White American Others
By 1910,

Washington, D.C. 64.0 7.4 28.5 0.1 , "
Los Angeles 76.7 19.0 24 2.0 Seattle’s position as the
Minneapolis 70.6 28.5 0.9 0.1 ; .
Jersey City 687 290 29 o1 state’s commercial center
Seattle 70.4 25.6 1.0 3.0
Indianapolis 82.2 8.5 9.3 0.1 region’s rail and water
Providence 63.4 34.0 24 0.2 .
Louisville 74.1 7.8 18.1 0.1 transportation network
Rochester 72.5 27.0 04 0.1 .
St. Paul 72 263 15 0.1 also concentrated in the

Source: Alexander Norbert McDonald, "Seattle's Economic Development, city. Foreign trade grew

1880-1910," Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Washington, 1959. during the early twentieth

century as well, shifting
from British Columbia to
Asia. On the surface, Seattle’s manufacturing base seemed sound, as the city produced an
array of products ranging from shoes to beer to bicycles. Yet, according to historian Alexander
Norbert MacDonald, Seattle continued to rely mostly on extractive industries, including |
lumbering, fishing, and agriculture. Although the gold rush helped ensure Seattle’s position as
a commercial center for the region, it did not provide a broad, diversified manufacturing base

that could rival the industrial cities of the eastern seaboard.®’
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COMPOSITION OF SEATTLE'S POPULATION, 1880-1910

1880 1890 1900 1910
Number % Number % _Number % _Number %

Native-born White 2,450 69 28,906 67.5 58,159 72.1 166918 70.4
Foreign-born White 950 27 13,150 30.7 18,656 232 60,835 25.6

African-American 25 1 286 0.7 406 0.5 2296 1.0
Asian and Other 108 3 495 12 3,450 43 7,145 3.0
Total Population 3,533 42,837 80,671 237,194

Source: Alexander Norbert McDonald, "Seattle's Economic Development,
1880-1910," Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Washington, 1959.

The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition

In May of 1898, The New York Times announced that the Klondike excitement was

. 88
“fizzling out.”

Although this assertion proved to be premature, it signaled that the frenetic
pace of the stampede was slowing down and that the media’s interest was waning. The
outbreak of the Spanish American War in April provided a new arena for the nation’s
reporters, and that topic pushed the Klondike out of the headlines.® By late 1898, the rush to
the Klondike had subsided considerably. The following year new gold discoveries in Nome
deflected attention from the Yukon to western Alaska, and Seattle continued to function as an
outfitting center.”® In April and May of 1900, approximately 8,000 gold seekers passed
through Seattle on their way to Nome.”! During the early twentieth century, miners continued
to travel through Seattle on their way to subsequent gold rushes to Fairbanks, Kantishna,
Iditarod, Ruby, Chisana, and Livengood.g2

The trade to the Far North never regained the excitement of the Klondike Gold Rush.
Seattle, however, retained its dominant connection to this region — and it continued to supply
Alaska with lumber, coal, food, clothing, and other goods. By 1900, Alaska’s population had
reached 63,592 residents, many of whom remained “heavily dependent” on Seattle for trade.”
This link between Seattle and the Far North endured throughout the twentieth century.

To celebrate its ties to the Far North and to commemorate the Klondike Gold Rush,

Seattle hosted the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in 1909. This world’s fair represented a
“coming-of-age party” for the city, signaling the end of its pioneer era. In 1905, Portland
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similarly hosted the Lewis and Clark
Exposition to commemorate the
centennial of the 1805 expedition to
the Pacific. Its fair attracted three
million visitors — a point Seattle
boosters noted with interest. Four
years later, Seattle’s exposition drew
nearly four million people, focusing
national attention on the city and the
region.”

Organizers wanted to hold the
event in 1907, to honor the 10-year
anniversary of the Klondike Gold
Rush. Jamestown, Virginia, however,

also planned to celebration its 300-

year anniversary with a fair in 1907.

In any case, the Panic of 1907, a

nationwide depression that slowed the
economy in Seattle, would have reduced the scale of festivities and the visitation — so it was a
fortuitous turn of events that delayed the exposition until June of 1909.”> On that date,
President William H. Taft at the national capitol pressed the gold nugget Alaska key, setting
the fair’s operations in motion. Railroad magnate James J. Hill greeted 80,000 spectators in
the commencement celebration, which included a parade in downtown Seattle.”®

The Olmsted Brothers served as landscape architects of the fair, while John Galen
Howard became its principal architect. Held on the grounds of the University of Washington
campus, the exposition featured pools, fountains, gardens, and statuary that opened on a vista
of Mount Rainier. A variety of ornate buildings designed in the French Renaissance style
housed exhibits from all over the world.”’

The exposition included an amusement park with carnival rides and other
entertainment. It was called the “Paystreak” — a term for the richest deposit of gold in a

placer claim and an allusion to the importance of gold mining to Seattle. The Paystreak
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featured an attraction called “Gold Camps of Alaska” as well as an Eskimo village. Additional
references to the Far North at the exposition included a large gold nugget, on display from the
Yukon. Especially visible was the Alaska monument, a column measuring 80 feet high.
Covered in pieces of gold from Alaska and the Yukon, it stood in front of the U.S. Government
Building, reminding visitors of the ties between Seattle and the Far North.”®

While reflecting on the past, the exposition also looked to the future — and organizers
hoped to boost interest in Seattle and the Northwest. “This summer’s show is essentially a bid
to settlers,” noted one reporter, “and an advertisement for Eastern capital to come West and
help develop the natural resources which offer wealth on every hand.” The exposition featured
numerous promotional booths from cities such as Tacoma and Yakima. Washington and other
western states financed construction of buildings that featured their products and resources.
The exposition also celebrated the Pacific Rim, promoting increased trade with Asia. Japan,
China, Hawaii, and the Philippines provided exhibits, and a Japanese battleship docked in
Seattle’s port in honor of the fair.”

Seattle merchants and residents hoped that the economy would boom as a result of the
Alaska-Yukon Exposition. Irene and Zacharias Woodson, for example, expected the demand
for housing to expand in the summer of 1909. This African-American couple operated a cigar
store and rooming houses in downtown Seattle, using the profits to purchase new properties.
The Woodson Apartments, constructed in 1908 at 1820 24"™ Avenue, represented these
hopes.lo0

The exposition ended in October of 1909, marking the end of an era. Although most of
the infrastructure was removed, several buildings remained, including Cunningham and
Architecture halls. Today, they stand on the University of Washington campus as testaments
to a significant point in Seattle’s history.

Another legacy of the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition was that it strengthened the
link between Seattle and the Far North in the public mind. Seattle had developed a significant
connection to Alaska before the Klondike Gold Rush, and promoters such as Erastus Brainerd
had used the stampede as an occasion to publicize that tie in the late 1890s. The exposition
similarly advertised it in 1909. As historian Clarence B. Bagley summarized, the fair

successfully met the city’s objectives: it demonstrated “the enormous value of Alaska to the
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United States and the greatness of its entry port, Seattle. The city’s guests left the fair with the
knowledge that Alaska was a golden possession and Seattle a growing metropolis.”101

It is difficult to measure the precise impact of the fair and the worldwide exposure it
provided to Seattle. As noted, by 1910, the city’s population had jumped to 237,194 residents.
According to MacDonald, however, the dramatic growth in the city’s economy occurred before
1910. After that point, the city “settled down to the moderate growth of the region,”
abandoning the “independent, enthusiastic” mood of the previous era.'” Seattle’s foreign trade
had grown rapidly during the first decade of the twentieth century, but for all the hopes of
exposition promoters, there was no immediate increase in trade with Asia after the fair.'® Not

until the late twentieth century would Seattle again experience the vibrance and energy

exhibited during the gold-rush era.
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The Great Northern Railway advertised the Alaska-Yukon-
Pacific Exposition.
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Post Cards from the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition

COURTESY OFFICE OF URBAN CONSERVATION, SEATTLE

COURTESY OFFICE OF URBAN CONSERVATION, SEATTLE
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The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition included an amusement park
called the “Paystreak;” a term for the richest deposit of gold in placer
mining. The Paystreak featured an attraction called “Gold Camps of
Alaska.”
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CHAPTER FOUR
BUILDING THE CITY

“Seattle is the result of a patriotic, unselfish, urban spirit which has been
willing to sacrifice in order to gain a desired end — the upbuilding of a
great city....Seattle has well-paved streets, a thorough and satisfactory
street car system, large and handsome business blocks, and residence

districts adorned by palatial homes and green and velvety lawns.”
-Daniel L. Pratt, “Seattle, The Queen City,” The Pacific Monthly, 1905

S eattle changed more during the gold-rush era than in any other period in its
history. The rapid economic and population growth of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries spurred the development of the city’s infrastructure, transforming it from a town to a
metropolis. As one historian observed, if Rip Van Winkle had appeared in 1883 after a 30-
year absence, he would have easily recognized what he saw: a town dependent on the lumber
industry and water transportation. Similarly, if he awakened in the 1940s after a 30-year
absence, he would find the city bigger but not fundamentally changed. However, if he fell
asleep in 1880 and returned in 1910, he would not have known where he was. Although
natural landmarks such as Mount Rainer and Puget Sound remained in their familiar positions,
“Seattle had undergone more profound changes during these thirty years than in any other
thirty year period.”' An examination of the city’s infrastructure reveals the extent of these

changes.

Buildings

During the gold-rush era, building along the waterfront increased dramatically.
Schwabacher’s rebuilt and extended its wharf. The Northern Pacific Railway extended its
Yesler dock, and the Great Northern Railway added a new facility that included docks,
warehouses, and a wheat elevator.?

The changes within the commercial district were especially visible. As noted, brick
and masonry buildings replaced wooden structures after the fire in 1889. Building in the
downtown area became denser, and the size and scale of structures increased. The Alaska

Building, the city’s first steel-frame skyscraper, appeared in 1904. Located at Second and
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Cherry, this 14-story structure symbolized the significance of the gold rush to Seattle. The
porthole windows along the top floor looked out over the waterfront, providing a view of the
shipbuilding, shipping, and rail industries that the gold rush encouraged. For many years a
gold nugget embedded in the front door of this building reminded visitors of the stampede and
the city’s connection to the Far North. Construction of the Arctic Building at Third and Cherry
in 1914 similarly represented Seattle’s connection to Alaska. This stately structure was
noteworthy for its Italianate terra-cotta fagade, tusked walrus heads, and rococo-gilt Dome

Room.’

HRA PHOTO

Check @ Mari

The Alaskan window (pictured above) appears on the first floor of the Morrison
Hotel, located at 501 Third Avenue. This building, constructed in 1908, was the
original home of the Arctic Club, comprised of the city's leaders and entrepreneurs.

That year, the Arctic Club merged with the Alaska Club, a commercial organization
of Alaskans in Seattle. For years, the Alaska Club had maintained a reading room
featuring Alaska newspapers and mineral exhibits, and its leaders promoted the
Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition. In 1916, the Arctic Club moved to the Arctic
Building (pictured on pages 122-123).
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Seattle's connection with the Far North is reflected in a
variety of structures, including the Alaska Building
(pictured above), located at Second and Cherry, and the

Arctic Building (pictured on the following pages), located at
Third and Cherry.
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Twenty-seven walruses ring the third-floor exterior of the
Arctic Building (pictured above and on opposite page).
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Prominent architect Elmer Fisher
designed the Pioneer Building, pictured
left. Constructed in 1889-1890, this
building reflected the optimism of the
developing city after the fire. This
Victorian structure is embellished with
Romaneque Revival features, including
rusticated stone columns extending
above the building’s central entrance.
This striking building was located in the
heart of the city’s commercial center
during the Klondike Gold Rush.
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Established in 1890, the Merchants Café,
located at Yesler and Marion, advertises
itself as Seattle's oldest restaurant. It
operated during the Klondike Gold
Rush.
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Street and Transportation Improvements

The influx of people during the late nineteenth century increased the need to provide
access to the city’s commercial district, requiring street improvements within the downtown
area. During the 1880s, many streets had been covered with wood planking. This material had
its drawbacks: it did not last long and engineers feared it was unsanitary. By the early 1890s,
gravel was used to pave some Seattle roads, but hauling the quantities required proved
expensive and difficult. By that time, brick had become another favored material.’

In 1898, engineers at Smart and Company leveled First Avenue from Pine Street to
Denny Way, using the earth to fill Western and Railroad avenues, located along the
waterfront.” That year, the city also laid new planking and paving from First Avenue to Fourth
Avenue, between Yesler Way and Pine Street. One article in The Seattle Daily Times cited
1898 as a record-breaking year for improvements, noting that contractors “flourished as they
have not done before.”

Streetcars also facilitated movement in the downtown area. The first street railway
appeared in 1884, offering nickel-a-fare service. Operated by the Seattle Street Railway
Company, it used horses to pull the cars. Five years later an electric streetcar began operating
in Seattle — and even the fire did not interrupt its service. During the 1880s, Seattle’s
downtown area also featured a cable railway, which ran along Yesler Way and First and
Second avenues. By the early 1890s, passengers could travel to Lake Union along Westlake
Avenue and to points farther north.” Promoters praised these developments, noting how they
had transformed the city during the gold-rush era. An article in The Pacific Monthly, published
in 1905, informed readers that “Seattle has well-paved streets, a thorough and satisfactory
street car system, large and handsome business blocks, and residence districts adorned by
palatial homes and green and velvety lawns.”®

Electric rail lines also connected Seattle to communities to the north and south of the
city. An interurban train ran between Seattle and Tacoma, and the completion in 1910 of a line
from Seattle to Everett further opened opportunities for growth, encouraging development in

new communities such as Alderwood Manor.’
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Seattle (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1944)]
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City Parks

Another development in early twentieth-century Seattle was the creation of the city's
park system. As early as 1884, the Denny Family had donated a five-acre tract located at the
foot of what is now Battefy Street. Although first used as a cemetery, this parcel became
Denny Park, a "verdant oasis" that featured the headquarters building of the board of park
commissioners. The park commissioners also developed Volunteer Park, at the north end of
Capitol Hill, and Woodland Park, east of Green Lake. Located outside the city limits, these
reserves became accessible by streetcar lines. Additional acquisitions included Washington

Park — which is now the Arboretum — Ravenna Park, and Leschi Park. '

Regrading [

From the 1880s through
1910, the city limits grew

dramatically, extending northward

S
past Green Lake and southward to .
West Roxbury and Juniper streets. REDRADE AREA , ?
The commercial district expanded N
eastward away from the waterfront, 5:

as the shoreline became increasingly

devoted to shipping and

pok’

manufacturing. It also moved
northward, toward Denny Hill.
During the early twentieth century,
Seattle’s hills blocked further

expansion of the city. In some

places, the grades on streets over the

hills measured 20 per cent, making

transportation, as well as ]
[Source: V.V. Tarbill, “Mountain-Moving in Seattle,” Harvard

construction, difficult."! Business Review, July, 1930.]
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City engineers addressed this problem with extensive regrading projects, radically
altering the topography of the city. As historian Clarence B. Bagley pointed out, during the
early twentieth century the business section of Seattle became “one vast reclamation project.”
As he defined it, this area extended from Denny Way and the foot of Queen Anne Hill on the
north to the Duwamish River toward the south. "> Two of the most noteworthy reclamation
projects included the Denny and Jackson Street regrades.

Reginald H. Thomson supervised much of this work. He was a civic-minded visionary
— a leader reminiscent of Arthur Denny. Born in Indiana, Thomson arrived in Seattle in 1881
at the age of 26. He dreamed of building a large city on Puget Sound, and investigated a
number of possibilities, including Bellingham, Everett, and Tacoma, before settling on Seattle.
He became City Engineer in 1892, quickly developing a reputation for dedication. “Thompson
is a man who loves work,” noted one observer, who further characterized him as “the greatest
influence in Seattle.”'> Within two years he garnered support for the project to level Denny
Hill, which presented a considerable barrier to northward expansion of the city. 14

This leveling — called the Denny Regrade — proceeded in two stages: 1902-1910 and
1929-1930. By 1905, engineers had removed the west side of the hill, leaving the Washington
Hotel precariously perched 100 feet above Second Avenue. This massive amount of earth was
moved by hydraulics. Engineers used sluicing techniques similar to those used in gold mining,
drawing water from Lake Union by large electric pumps through woodstave pipes. The water
sprayed from hoses that featured a pressure of approximately 125 pounds at the nozzle,
washing clay and rocks down into flumes and a central tunnel. Heralded as a monumental
engineering feat, the Denny Regrade created more than 30 blocks of level land for new
construction. '’

Between 1900 and 1914, Thomson also transformed the southern end of the city.
Called the Jackson Street Regrade, this project resurfaced and cut down approximately fifty
blocks between Main Street on the north and Judkins Street on the south, and Twelfth Avenue
on the east and Fourth Avenue on the west. The Jackson Street Regrade resulted in the
removal of approximately five million cubic yards of earth at a cost of $471,547.10. A smaller
regrade at Dearborn Street also removed more than one million cubic yards of earth, leveling

areas for new construction. These projects improved access to the waterfront, Rainier Valley,
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COURTESY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

Engineers used sluicing methods drawn from placer mining to level the hills of Seattle. Pictured here is
the Denny Regrade, early twentieth century.

and Lake Washington. According to Bagley, the regrade projects were among Thomson’s
most notable achievements — and they dramatically changed the look of the city.'®

Engineers used much of the earth removed from the regrades to fill the tideflats, a
process that changed the appearance of the waterfront. The filled tideflats encouraged further
development of rail yards and terminals — and this expansion forced the relocation of ethnic
groups, including Japanese and Chinese, that had resided and worked around Washington and
King streets. The growth of an industrial complex in this area pushed them east of Fifth
Avenue, where they formed a new community, now called the International District. H

As a result of the regrades, the city was level enough by 1910 to accommodate
automobiles, which greatly increased the volume and speed of land transportation. Most land
traffic in the Puget Sound area flowed through Seattle, further securing its status as the

metropolis of the region.'®
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Sewage, Water, and Electricity

As City Engineer, Thomson’s chief concerns were sewage, water, and electricity. He
was alarmed by the longstanding practice of individuals and businesses dumping waste into
Lake Washington, which had no natural outlet. He suggested that sewage be discharged at
West Point, at the edge of Fort Lawton on Magnolia Bluff, since the deep and constant current
there could carry waste into Puget Sound. After lengthy negotiations with the U.S. Army,
Thomson won approval to run sewer lines out to West Point."

Providing for the expanding city was a major issue in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Before Thomson became City Engineer, Seattle had relied on a number of
early water systems, included the operations of the Spring Hill Water Company. This firm
secured its supply of water from the west slope of First Hill, storing it in wooden tanks in the
south end of the city. In 1886, the company also constructed a pumping station at Lake
Washington and a reservoir at Beacon Hill. Four years later, the city purchased the Spring Hill
Water Company’s system. By that time, city officials had already looked to the Cedar River,
which flowed out of the Cascade Mountains, as the ultimate source of water supply. One of
his first tasks as City Engineer was to design a plan for its development. A citywide fight over
public versus private construction and management delayed the project until the late 1890s.%°

In 1899, the city contracted with the Pacific Bridge Company to construct the
headworks, dam, and pipeline. It also hired Smith, Wakefield & David to build the reservoirs
in Lincoln and Volunteer parks. In 1901, the system went into commission, delivering 22
million gallons of water per day. By the end of the decade, however, city officials realized that
this amount was not sufficient for the needs of the growing metropolis, and a second pipeline
was constructed in 1909. By 1916, the expanded system had delivered 66 million gallons per
day.2]

Thomson also tackled the issue of electricity. In the early twentieth century, Seattle
Electric — a predecessor company of Puget Sound Energy — enjoyed a near monopoly on
electric power as well as public transportation. Thomson, however, wanted the city to build a
hydroelectric plant at Cedar River, and he garnered support among city officials and residents.

In 1902, voters decided in favor of the city power plant.22
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Harbor and Waterway Improvements

During the early twentieth century, construction of the Panama Canal encouraged cities
along the West Coast to plan for increased maritime traffic. Seattle promoters, including local
newspapers and the Chamber of Commerce, advocated setting up a municipal corporation to
own, expand, and manage Seattle’s harbor. This enthusiasm inspired Virgil Bogue, a civil
engineer, to draw up the city’s first comprehensive plan for harbor improvement in 1910.
Bogue had enjoyed an impressive career, designing Prospect Park in Brooklyn with Frederick
Law Olmsted. He also constructed a trans-Andean railroad in Peru, and had identified
Stampede Pass in the Cascade Mountains for the passage of the railroad.”

Bogue’s plan for Seattle’s harbor inéluded two large marinas on the central waterfront,
one for ferries and Alaska steamers and the other for Seattle’s “mosquito fleet” (a fleet of small
ships). He further envisioned 1,500-foot coal docks and the addition of piers and slips at Lake ,,
Union, which would be transformed into an industrial waterway. His plan also included a
3,000-foot waterway between Shilshole and Salmon Bays in Ballard — a project for which
Erastus Brainerd had lobbied in 1902. Bogue’s most ambitious idea was to develop seven
1,400-foot piers at Harbor Island, which could increase Seattle’s annual marine commerce by
seven times. “Seattle's harbor is Seattle’s opportunity,” he wrote. “With cheap power in
abundance, and an inexhaustible supply of coal at her very gates and the vast resources of its
hinterland, all that remains to be done by Seattle, the gateway to Alaska and the Orient, is to
adopt a comprehensive scheme for its development.”*

In 1910, Congress authorized construction of the Lake Washington Canal connecting
Lake Washington and Lake Union to Puget Sound. The following year, voters in King County
created the Port of Seattle and passed Bogue’s plan.” These improvements to navigation and
harbor facilities helped Seattle become a major port, ensuring the city’s continued connections
to the Far North and Asia.

In general, the expansion of Seattle’s infrastructure during the early twentieth century
accommodated the population growth spurred by the Klondike stampede and subsequent gold
rushes in Alaska. As historian Murray Morgan explained, “without Brainerd, Seattle might not
have tripled its population in a decade; ... without Thomson, it could not have handled the

newcomers.”>®
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University

]

Bird's-eye view of Seattle in 1891, showing concentration of development along the waterfront, two years after the fire. [Courtesy Special Collections

Division
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CHAPTER FIVE
INTERPRETING THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH

“The Seattle gold rush of 1897-98 was more than just an interesting story. It was the

major turning point in the city’s history.”
- David V. and Judith A. Clarridge, A Ton of Gold: The Seattle Gold
Rush, 1897-98, 1972

“The boost Seattle received from the Gold Rush was not a major contributor to its

essential economic development.”
- Roger Sale, Seattle, Past to Present, 1976

H istorians and other commentators wasted no time taking on the task of
interpreting the Klondike Gold Rush. Early in the twentieth century they began examining the
stampede’s influence on the development of Seattle and the region, starting a process that has
continued for nearly 100 years. Although popular and scholarly accounts have varied greatly
throughout this period, a general trend emerged: many early histories downplayed the gold
rush’s role in economic and population growth, while later interpretations increasingly
presented the stampede as a major influence in the city’s history. Throughout the twentieth
century, most historians have agreed that the gold-rush era brought monumental changes to the
city; it would be very difficult to argue otherwise. The following chapter focuses on how the

stampede as a single event has been interpreted.

Early Interpretations

During the early twentieth century, popular, promotional publications continued to tout
the Klondike Gold Rush as a pivotal event. An article in The Pacific Monthly in 1905, for
example, retained the spirit of the advertising campaign that the Seattle Chamber of Commerce
had waged during the late 1890s. “Seattle is an achievement, not a mere growth,” boasted the
author. “Seattle is the result of a patriotic, unselfish, urban spirit which has been willing to
sacrifice in order to gain a desired end — the upbuilding of a great city.” To his mind, the
“turning point in Seattle’s career came in the summer of 1897,” when Seattle became “a busy,

prosperous port” focused on outfitting thousands of gold seekers.' In 1909, four years after
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this article appeared, the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition celebrated the gold rush as part of
Seattle’s connection to the Far North.

Edmond Meany was one of the first historians to tackle the significance of the gold
rush. In 1910, he noted that the stampede brought immediate improvements in Seattle’s
economy. In assessing its long-term impact, however, he broadened the picture beyond the
events of 1897 and 1898, concluding that “the industrial and economic life of Washington was
profoundly affected by the series of events known as the golden era of Alaska.”

Welford Beaton, another early historian, presented the stampede in a different light. In
The City That Made Itself, published in 1914, he claimed that the “greatest single factor in the
upbuilding of Seattle was not the Klondike rush.” To his mind, “it was the coming of the Great
Northern Railway” that marked the turning point for the city, “for without the railway service
which that company provided Seattle would not have been able to avail itself to the upmost of
the possibilities the gold presented.”

Beaton was not the only observer to emphasize the importance of the railroad. In 1909,
the Seattle Chamber of Commerce produced a pamphlet promoting the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific
Exposition. Looking back, the publication credited the city’s rail connections for its economic
growth during the late nineteenth century. The pamphlet did not mention the stampede.
Although this was a piece of boosterism and not a thoughtful reflection on the past, it is
revealing that the very promoters who had once focused so intensely on the gold rush had all
but forgotten the event a decade later.”

Similarly, Clarence B. Bagley’s portrayal of the gold rush is interesting mostly for what
he did not say. One of the best known early-Seattle historians, Bagley also served as secretary
of the City’s Board of Public Works. He produced detailed, year-by-year accounts of various
events in his three-volume, History of Seattle From the Earliest Settlement to the Present Time,
published in 1916. Although this work mentions the Klondike stampede and the frenzied
activity on the city’s waterfront, Bagley’s brief description is buried in a chapter on Alaska
shipping interests. He did not indicate that the gold rush was responsible for the city’s
prosperity in the late 1890s. Nor did he present the stampede itself as an event of long-term
significance. Bagley presented Alaska trade and commerce as the important influence during

the era — and presumably to him the Klondike stampede represented one small part of that
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larger topic.” Also revealing is the absence of Erastus Brainerd in Bagley’s discussions of
individuals important to the city’s development.

Six years after Bagley’s work appeared, Jeannette Paddock Nichols offered a similarly
low-key interpretation. In 1922, she published an article devoted to advertising and the
Klondike Gold Rush in The Western Historical Quarterly. Her strongest statement read as
follows: “It cannot be gainsayed that the Bureau of Information of the Seattle Chamber of
Commerce gave momentum to the growth of both the Klondike and Seattle.”® The idea that
promotions of Seattle “gave momentum” to the city’s growth is very different from the notion
that advertising proved to be essential to the city’s growth.

In summary, the first historians to examine the Klondike Gold Rush had the difficult
task of assessing the long-term impact of events that occurred only 10 or 20 years previously.
Perhaps the early commentators needed sufficient time to place the stampede in a larger
context, witnessing more of its aftermath. On the other hand, historians who lived during the
gold-rush era, experiencing it firsthand, were perhaps in a good position to evaluate different
types of evidence. In 1998, the most readily available primary documents specifically
pertaining to the gold rush include newspaper articles, guidebooks, and promotional materials
— sources that by their very nature emphasize the importance and success of the event. As
Nichols pointed out, the Klondike Gold Rush is a study in the effectiveness of advertising. It is
possible that promotional sources wielded less influence on early historians, who were well
aware of their intent — and perhaps this point accounts for the reserved manner in which some
of them presented the stampede.

Also, some of the early histories mentioned here generally focused on politics,
economics, and prominent community leaders, in accordance with the standards of the time.
Typically, they remained subdued in tone, avoiding a more lively, spirited presentation
appropriate for a popular, general audience. It is difficult to imagine Bagley adopting a style
that would later characterize the work of Murray Morgan or William C. Speidel — whatever

the topic.
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The Pioneer Building and Hotel Seattle in March of 1899.

Mid-Twentieth Century Interpretations

Various anniversaries of the gold rush prompted popular examinations of what it meant
to Seattle. At the 40-year mark, for example, an article by Irving Sayford in Travel reflected
on how the stampede increased the city’s prosperity. Written in an enthusiastic, hyperbolic
tone that would have won Brainerd’s approval, the article portrayed the Klondike Gold Rush as
“the greatest treasure hunt in the annals of the western world.” Sayford portrayed the

importance of the gold strike in the Yukon as follows:

[Seattle], founded on the Northern fisheries industry and its commerce, overnight shot up
through municipal adolescence and became a gangling, boisterous, delighted, bawdy and
infelonious landlord to transients twice the number of its permanent inhabitants. It was faced
with the job of feeding the hordes, bedding them, entertaining then, while they were outfitting
themselves in the town and shouting for ships to take them away from there to the Northland to

hunt gold!

With a heavy dose of exclamation points, Sayford’s article conveyed the excitement of the
stampede, depicting it as a romantic, colorful event that profoundly affected the city. “No
municipality ever changed more suddenly than Seattle,” he concluded. Moreover, in his

estimation, it was the Klondike Gold Rush that “put Seattle on the map.”’

COURTESY SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Two years later, Archie Binns’s history of the Port of Seattle echoed these sentiments.
His book, Northwest Gateway, published in 1941, celebrated Seattle as the “Gateway to Gold”
during the Klondike stampede. Unlike Bagley, he devoted an entire chapter to the topic. “The
city roared, and the waterfront roared,” he wrote. With embellished prose reminiscent of
nineteenth-century accounts, Binns informed readers that “in dull streets all over the United
States, and farther away, men heard the blaring of the master calliope and the roll of golden
chariots. The great parade was happening at last and it was forming in Seattle.”® In addition to
leaving the impression that the gold rush was a noisy event, Binns’s book portrayed it as being
significant to the city’s development.

The 50-year anniversary further rekindled interest in the gold rush. At that time, The
Seattle Times Magazine carried a series of articles describing how “the city went mad” during
the gold rush. Although the author acknowledged the hardships of mining, for the most part
the stampede was portrayed as a great adventure that began in Seattle.’

Like Binns, Murray Morgan devoted an entire chapter to the stampede in his well-
known history of Seattle, Skid Road. First published in 1951, this book credited Brainerd with
“making Seattle the main port of the Klondike and Nome gold rushes.” Morgan, alert to
interesting and colorful details, conveyed the story in a manner that appealed to a wide
audience — and his book underwent numerous printings. In an exaggerated style, he portrayed
the economic benefits that the stampede brought to Seattle: “Every business prospered. Real-
estate values boomed. Papers increased their circulation. Anyone who owned or could lease a
ship, no matter how old, no matter how unseaworthy, could find passengers.” Significantly,
Morgan’s chapter on the gold rush ends with Seattle’s transformation to a metropolis. “The
city’s dominance of the region was secure,” he concluded.'®

Even scholarly examinations assumed a tone of enthusiasm that was missing from
works produced 20 and 30 years earlier. In 1944, Calvin F. Schmid, a professor of sociology
at the University of Washington, described the Klondike gold strike (which he placed in
Alaska) as “momentous.”’! Alexander Norbert MacDonald’s lengthy dissertation on Seattle’s
economic development, completed in 1959, also included the stampede as an event important
to the prosperity of the city. “The impact of the gold rush in the Klondike was quickly
apparent in Seattle,” he wrote. “Everything boomed.” MacDonald cited Seattle newspaper

articles to support this expansive statement. '*

Klondike Gold Rush Historic Resource Study Page 149



Interpreting The Klondike Gold Rush

Yet nineteenth-century newspapers also included information to the contrary. Buried in
reports on Seattle businesses, for example, were peevish statements from merchants who did
not realize the profits that they had been led to expect during the gold rush. By 1898, one
business that lost $5,000 had become “sore on Seattle.”"® Although this kind of information
appeared only occasionally in newspapers bent on promoting the city, it provided a broader
perspective, indicating that “everything” did not “boom.” Many mid twentieth-century
interpretations avoided this point, choosing to emphasize the more successful, glamorous
stories of the gold rush. In any case, in an article in 1968, MacDonald approached the topic
more cautiously, writing “it seems reasonable to conclude that the rush of the 1890s helped

establish Seattle as the dominant city on Puget Sound.”"

Modern Interpretations

During the last 30 years, historians have continued to emphasize the economic growth
that the gold rush sparked. Many contrasted the success of Seattle businesses with the relative
failure of most miners. Some commentators took an additional step, analyzing what it was
about Seattle that positioned the city to take advantage of the opportunities that the stampede
presented.

Earl Pomeroy offered one of the most intriguing interpretations, drawing on
longstanding descriptions of the “Seattle spirit.” In The Pacific Slope, published in the mid-
1960s, Pomeroy presented the gold rush as Seattle’s “most colorful experience” — one that set
it apart from other western cities. He argued that Seattle lacked the complacency of Portland,
which remained economically secure in its “reliable traffic with the farmers of the Columbia
Basin.” Seattle businesses were “free in their imaginations to seek after new visions of fortune
overseas,” which motivated them to “improve themselves by developing and advertising their
city.” To achieve economic prosperity, Seattle merchants had to cultivate ambition and
acumen. When gold arrived in Seattle in 1897, the city perfected these qualities, cultivating a
“speculative excitement” that “remained for a long time,” fueling a continuing interest in the
Far North and Asia. In Pomeroy’s estimation, the success of the gold rush represented “a
triumph for generations of frontier optimists who had dreamed of a thriving city rising out of

the wilderness to traffic in silk and gold as well as in salmon and lumber.”"
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In their classic book, Empire of the Columbia, Dorothy O. Johansen and Charles M.
Gates offered a similar analysis. Published in 1967, this work claimed that partly through its
“energetic promotion” during the gold rush, “Seattle helped establish itself as the fastest
growing city in the Northwest.”'® As noted, MacDonald demonstrated that Portland actually
grew at a faster rate during that period.

William C. Speidel put a different spin on this interpretation. A popular historian who
reached thousands of readers through his books, Speidel also launched the well visited tours of
underground Seattle. These tours continue to feature what remained of the city’s infrastructure
before the fire of 1889 had raised the level of construction, and they include numerous stories
of the gold-rush era. While historians like Morgan and Pomeroy presented the drive and pluck
of Seattle promoters in a positive light, Speidel adopted the cynical view that the city’s leaders
were simply consumed by one longstanding pursuit: the desire for monetary gain.

His book, Sons of the Profits, published in 1967, applied this thesis to most of the major
events in Seattle’s history. In keeping with his theme, Speidel titled his chapter on the gold
rush “This Little Piggy Stayed Home.” Like other observers, Speidel noted that the merchants
in Seattle benefited far more from the stampede than did most prospectors who traveled to the
Yukon. “By the time the big strike came along in 1897,” he wrote, “we had the business of
mining the miners honed to a fine edge.... We got the miners coming and going.”"’

Despite Speidel’s relentlessly flip tone, he did place the gold rush in the larger context
of Seattle’s longstanding cultivation of the Alaskan trade and the development of shipping and
rail connections. In essence, Speidel’s interpretation was not radically different from that of
Binns or Morgan. It was his style of expression and his desire to shock readers that
distinguished his writing.

For all the discussion of the economic impact of the gold rush on Seattle, popular
historians also continued to focus on the flamboyant details of the stampede. As a journalist
and former editor of the Post-Intelligencer, Nard Jones depicted the gold rush as a raucous
event that rocked “Seattle to its foundations.” According to his book, Seattle, published in
1972, “virtually all of Seattle crowded the waterfront” to greet the Portland in July of 1897.
Jones regaled his readers with stories of Diamond-tooth Lil, a leading madame who sported a
large gem embedded in her front tooth, along with descriptions of brothels featuring “plush red

velvet interiors hung with oil paintings of provocative nudes.”'® Such vivid images made for
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more interesting reading than did discussions of the number of grocers and shoe makers that
prospered during the gold rush. In part, the colorful aspects of the stampede seemed to attract
attention from historians because they provided appealing anecdotes. As historian Pierre
Berton noted, “the Klondike odyssey has been subject in the past to some fantastic
misstatements, errors, half-truths, garblings, over-romanticizations, and out-and-out
fabrications.”"’

Yet most modern historians continued to present the Klondike Gold Rush as a pivotal
event essential to the city’s development. David and Judith Clarridge, for example, claimed in
1972 that the stampede was “more than just an interesting story.” To them, “It was the major
turning point in the city’s history.”* '

Not everyone agreed with this view. Roger Sale, an English professor at the University
of Washington turned historian, conceded in 1976 that the gold rush “was exciting and of
course it did help.” Even so, he concluded that “the boost Seattle received from the gold rush
was not a major contributor to its essential economic development.” According to his
reasoning, “if it had been the crucial event it often has been taken to be, we would expect a
falling off in Seattle when the gold ran out, as it quickly did.” Nor did Sale place much stock
in the value of Seattle advertising. In his analysis, Bellingham, Port Townsend, and Tacoma
“could have had five Brainerds and would have gained little from them.” Seattle already
possessed the transportation facilities and the manufacturing goods to supply the gold
seekers.”!

This interpretation is noteworthy mostly because it presented a novel perspective in the
modern era. Sale himself acknowledged that historians have “often” depicted the gold rush to
be a “crucial event”; his book in fact refuted half a century of commentators. In any case,
Sale’s narrative skirted the point that the gold rush might have stimulated business that could
be sustained after “the gold ran out.”

His assessment of Tacoma also seems off the mark. As noted, Tacoma had
transportation connections and access to manufactured goods that could rival those of Seattle
— and it was comparable in size. While it is simplistic to credit Brainerd with single-handedly
focusing national attention on Seattle, the point that advertising of the city increased

dramatically during the Klondike Gold Rush — and that the publicity benefited city businesses

— is difficult to deny. And historians have demonstrated that the gold rushes of the late
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nineteenth century proved essential to Seattle’s continuing trade links to Alaska, which in turn
represented an important component of the city’s economy.”* Moreover, the Klondike Gold
Rush and the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition were specific events that strengthened the link
between Seattle and the Far North in the public mind — a point supported by the sheer
numbers of people that participated, as well as the pervasive nature of the advertising.

Furthermore, Sale’s interpretation implies that the Klondike Gold Rush was an isolated
event, when in fact placer production continued in the Far North into the early twentieth
century. The Alaska trade was an ongoing process for Seattle, and it did not end abruptly in
1898. Sale was mistaken in assuming that there should be a spike in the city’s growth in 1897-
1898, followed by a collapse. Such an assumption misses the significance of the Klondike as
the first in a series of northern gold rushes, followed by stampedes to Nome, Fairbanks,
Kantishna, Iditarod, Ruby, Chisana, Livengood, and others.?

Although Sale’s estimation of the Klondike Gold Rush differed from those of many
modern historians, it could help explain why scholars and academics have not devoted more
effort to this topic. The volume of books and articles on the California Gold Rush of 1849 far
exceeds that pertaining to the Klondike stampede. That the California rush occurred 50 years
earlier — and it involved more people and a greater quantity of gold — might help explain this
discrepancy in attention. Even so, major books on western history, including Ray Allen
Billington’s Westward Expansion and Richard White’s “It’s Your Misfortune and None of My
Own”: A New History of the American West, barely mentioned the Klondike or its importance
to Seattle. White devoted half a line to the gold rush — which he placed in Alaska — in his
600-page book, published in 1991.* Yet as Paula Mitchell Marks pointed out in 1994, the
Klondike fever exhibited numerous similarities to the California rush, including “the
international scope of the response and the high level of interest exhibited by the American
populace.”

Analyzing the significance of the stampede in Seattle’s history prompts the question of
what the city might be like today had the event not occurred. Would Seattle be the same
place? As Sale pointed out, the city had already established transportation connections, trade
with the Far North, and thriving businesses. Kathryn Taylor Morse noted a similar point in her
dissertation on the Klondike stampede, completed in 1997. She observed that it was during the

gold rush that Seattle became the gateway to the Far North, replacing San Francisco as the
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principal link between Alaska and the “outside” world. The Klondike Gold Rush assured
Seattle’s position as “the urban marketplace which funneled people and supplies to and from
the north.” In Morse’s estimation, however, this point does not explain Seattle’s development.
“The gold certainly boomed the Alaska trade,” she wrote, “but it was not, in and of itself, the
only cause of Seattle’s subsequent emergence as the Northwest’s leading metropolis. The
initial 1897-1900 boom was accompanied by, and then followed by, a prolonged economic
expansion, beyond the Alaska trade, into world-wide markets in wheat, flour, fruit, forest
products, salmon, and general merchandise. Those markets included Alaska, but the expansion
was fueled as much by rail and steamer connections to the eastern United States, California,
Europe, Hawaii, and South America.”*

If it was not a pivotal event, however, the gold rush can at least be viewed as a striking
and colorful manifestation of the larger forces that shaped the city. Although the railroad
arrived in Seattle long before the stampede, the story of special “Klondike cars” that displayed
gold nuggets reveal the general importance of railroads in late nineteenth-century America.
Promotions by steamship companies similarly indicated Seattle’s longstanding association with
the Far North and its importance to the city’s commerce. Similarly, the advertisements that
pervaded local newspapers and national publications reveal the range of businesses operating
in Seattle during the era.

The story of the gold rush also offers a glimpse of the city in a major period of
transition, since the event occurred during the era that transformed it from a town to a
metropolis. The event has become an important symbol of this development; as one reporter
recently observed, “in a sense, Seattle itself arrived on the steamer Portland.”*’ The gold rush
also makes an interesting story. As historians throughout the century have demonstrated, the
Klondike story has high drama (bringing hope to a nation reeling from a depression); spectacle
(the image of gold seekers crowding the waterfront); tragedy (the wreck of the Clara Nevada,
to name just one); and whimsy (marketing and design of Klondike opera glasses, bicycles, and
other products of ingenuity and questionable utility).

The gold rush further provides an interesting look at the character of the city. As
Pomeroy pointed out, Seattle exhibited distinctive qualities during the gold-rush era that
pushed it ahead of other communities, expanding its economy and population. Similarly, an

article in The Economist reported in 1997 that Seattle “is remarkable for its golden touch.”
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The metropolitan area serves as a base for Bill Gates, America’s richest man, along with
several thousand Microsoft millionaires — and the city supports numerous companies
recognized as “standard-setters in their businesses.” According to this article, what sets Seattle
apart from other successful cities is a series of traits, including energy and risk-taking
entrepreneurship, that resulted from the Klondike Gold Rush of 1897-1898. Today, these
qualities remain a “recipe for business achievement,” fueling sales of everything from coffee to
computer software.”® Bill Gates, the personification of a quality called “hard drive,”
exemplifies the commercial spirit that was also evident during the stampede — and he has
observed the parallels between the industry that he helped build and the business of outfitting
gold seekers.”

As noted, this interpretation is a product of its time. The parallels between the late
1890s and the late 1990s are striking: both were periods of rapid growth, high energy, and
national attention. What makes this analysis intriguing is that it explains the significance of
the gold rush in terms that are relevant to Seattle today. As the city’s history continues to

evolve, historians will continue to reassess the legacy of the Klondike Gold Rush.
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CHAPTER SIX
HISTORIC RESOURCES IN THE MODERN ERA

“Today we need not regret that the commercial center moved on, leaving the area to
stagnate. This lack of interest and investment insured that a remarkable stand of
urbanistically compatible buildings from the end of the nineteenth century would
remain. Streetscapes like that from Pioneer Square south along First Avenue are rare
in a modern metropolis forced to reuse the same downtown area over and over.”

- Sally Woodbridge and Roger Montgomery, A Guide to
Architecture in Washington State, 1980

Pioneer Square: Seattle’s First Commercial District

Wlen the Klondike Gold Rush began in 1897, the area now called “Pioneer
Square” was a thriving commercial district. A variety of businesses served the stampeders,
including outfitting, hardware, and grocery stores. Today, most of Seattle’s historic resources
associated with the Klondike Gold Rush are located within this commercial district, extending
from Columbia Street south to King Street and from Third Avenue west to Alaskan Way S. In
1970, this 52-acre area was listed in the National Register of Historic Places (National
Register). In 1978, the boundaries of the district were expanded to 88 acres, and an additional
three acres along the district’s southwest end were added in 1987." The district’s three
National Register nominations are included in the Appendix. After Pioneer Square was listed
in the National Register, the City of Seattle established its own preservation district to facilitate
management at the local level.

Buildings within the Pioneer Square Historic District date from three periods between
the years 1889-1916. The first period, lasting from 1889 to 1899, represents the city’s
redevelopment after the fire. In the following period, which lasted from 1900 to 1910, Pioneer
Square experienced tremendous growth and underwent significant development projects
including regrading and filling in the tide flats. Just prior to World War I, the district
experienced a final surge of construction.” After the war, Seattle’s retail district moved north

of Pioneer Square along First and Second avenues.
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Over the years, this shift resulted in the abandonment of Pioneer Square. Buildings in
Pioneer Square that once hummed with commercial activity were left vacant or used for
storage.

In 1966, an “urban renewal” project proposed by a local planning group known as the
Central Association threatened the area. Under the Central Association’s plan, buildings in
Pioneer Square would have been replaced by modern parking garages.” However, as
architectural historians Sally Woodbridge and Roger Montgomery explained, “streetscapes like
that from Pioneer Square south along First Avenue are rare in a modern metropolis forced to
reuse the same downtown area over and over.”™ Recognizing the importance of this intact
historic district, preservationists, led by the non-profit Allied Arts of Seattle, worked to raise
awareness of Pioneer Square’s historic and architectural significance. As a result of these
efforts, Pioneer Square became the city’s first National Register district in 1970.° Historic
designation revitalized Pioneer Square by attracting the attention of private developers
interested in rehabilitating buildings; businesses seeking commercial space; and individuals
interested in the area’s stores and colorful history.

In 1976, as Pioneer Square regained its foothold as an important commercial center,
Congress established the Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park, which included a
Seattle Unit, in the district. A copy of the statute that created the Park is included in the
Appendix. Today, the Park’s interpretive exhibits and tours of Pioneer Square allow visitors to

envision Seattle during the gold-rush years of the late 1890s.

Seattle’s Gold-Rush Era Properties Located Outside the Pioneer Square Historic District

Although most buildings associated with the gold rush in Seattle are located within the
Pioneer Square Historic District, some properties lie outside the district’s boundaries. This
study involved the identification of gold-rush era resources that are located outside the district
and which date from after the Seattle fire in 1889 until the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition
(AYP) in 1909. Seattle expanded rapidly during this period, in part due to the influx of miners
and mining-related businesses. The study also includes properties associated with the AYP
because it represents the culmination of Seattle’s fascination with the Far North. The already
familiar AYP properties located at the original fairgrounds on the University of Washington

campus, however, have not been included in this study.
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Historical Research Associates, Inc. (HRA) initiated the research for this project by
contacting historical preservation agencies and organizations to inquire about their knowledge
of gold rush resources located outside the Pioneer Square Historic District. Those contacted
include the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Seattle Office of Urban
Conservation, Allied Arts, and Historic Seattle Preservation and Development Authority. The
latter assisted in identifying the house of George Carmack, who filed the first claim for
Klondike gold.

HRA historians obtained the addresses of additional properties through research in
Seattle City Directories. Using key words such as “Alaska, Klondike, Miner, and Yukon,”
HRA identified addresses of businesses located outside the Pioneer Square Historic District. A
similar process was used to go through Klondike guidebooks, which advertised businesses
associated with the gold rush. The National Park Service (NPS) is currently developing a
database, which includes scanned gold-rush images from historic newspaper articles,
advertisements, and photographs. HRA used the database to help identify the addresses of gold
rush businesses.

HRA also used Seattle City Directories to determine the addresses of individuals who
played an important role in the gold rush. HRA researched the residences of Seattle promoter
Erastus Brainerd, Mayor William Wood, and miners Tom Lippy and George Carmack.
Information relating to the architectural characteristics and history of the Wood and Carmack
residences is included later in this chapter. HRA determined that the Brainerd and Lippy
homes had been demolished. During the early 1900s, Brainerd lived in downtown Seattle at
1116 Fifth Avenue and in 1909 he moved to Richmond Beach. The YMCA building replaced
Brainerd’s downtown address in 1913.® From 1900 until 1931, Thomas Lippy lived in a grand
house located at 1019 James Street. Constructed by Seattle Pioneer James Scurry in 1890, the
house was demolished in 1966.

HRA conducted further research on identified buildings by looking at their specific
addresses in Sanborn Fire Insurance maps and obtaining King County Assessor’s historic
property cards for each building. Historians obtained information about the historic use of
some properties by accessing articles and advertisements listed in the NPS database of gold
mining businesses. HRA obtained available records associated with the early history of

buildings from the Seattle Department of Construction and Land Use. HRA also consulted

Klondike Gold Rush Historic Resource Study Page 165



Historic Resources in the Modern Era

historic preservation records filed at the Seattle Office of Urban Conservation and Office of
Archaeology and Historic Preservation. These records included National Register and City
landmark nominations.

The nine gold-rush era buildings that HRA identified outside the Pioneer Square
Historic District include the U.S. Assay Office (613 9" Avenue), the Colman Building (801-
821 First Avenue), the Grand Pacific Hotel (1117 First Avenue), the Holyoke Building (1018
First Avenue), the Globe Building (1007 First Avenue), the Moore Theatre and Hotel (1932
Second Avenue), the George Carmack House (1522 East Jefferson Street), the William Wood
House (816 35™ Avenue) and the Woodson Apartments (1820 24™ Street). Six of these
buildings are listed in the National Register and as Seattle Landmarks. The nomination for
each National Register property is included in the Appendix. The unlisted Carmack and Wood
houses appear eligible for the National Register. Although the Woodson Apartment building
possesses an association with the AYP as an example of residential development that occurred
prior to the event, physical alterations have compromised its integrity making it ineligible for
the National Register. A catalog at the end of this section provides current and historic
photographs, along with a summary of each property’s architectural characteristics, past uses,
and potential eligibility for the National Register.

While the Pioneer Square Historic District’s gold rush resources are located within a
cohesive group of properties built soon after Seattle’s 1889 fire, most of the buildings
identified outside the district were constructed later. Six of the properties outside Pioneer
Square are associated with two phases of development: the northward expansion of downtown
along First Avenue (1889-1909) and Seattle’s preparation for the AYP (1907-1909). The
development of a commercial district along First Avenue began as early as 1889 with the
construction of the Holyoke Building at the southeast corner of First Avenue and Spring
Street.® It was not until the turn of the century, however, that a considerable amount of
development occurred in this area. Construction associated with the AYP was limited to the
years just prior to the event. Three properties, notably the U.S. Assay Office and the houses of
George Carmack and William Wood, do not correspond to the above listed phases.

HRA determined that the Holyoke Building, the Grand Pacific Hotel, the Globe
Building, and the Colman Building are associated with both the northward expansion of

Seattle’s retail district and the gold rush. During the 1970s, the Seattle Office of Urban
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Conservation recognized the historic significance of buildings along First Avenue and worked
to establish a First Avenue Historic District stretching from Pioneer Square (Columbia Street)
north to the Pike Place Market (Union Street). The Office of Urban Conservation determined
after numerous public hearings and the demolition of an entire block of these buildings that the
historic First Avenue properties should be nominated individually rather than as a district.
Several of the historic First Avenue properties, including the Holyoke and the Colman
buildings, had already been listed in the National Register. Consequently, in 1980, the Office
of Urban Conservation prepared a National Register nomination for the following seven
buildings, referring to them as the First Avenue Groups: the Globe Building (1001-1011 First
Avenue), the Beebe Building (1013 First Avenue), the Cecil Hotel (1019-1023 First Avenue),
the Coleman Building (94-96 Spring Street), the Grand Pacific Hotel (1115-1117 First
Avenue), the Colonial Hotel (1119-1123 First Avenue), and the National Building (1006-1024
Western Avenue). The Coleman Building is the only property from this group that was not
listed in the National Register. A copy of the First Avenue Groups’ National Register
nomination is included in the Appendix.

According to the First Avenue Groups’ National Register nomination, the Grand
Pacific Hotel, the Globe Building, the Beebe Building, the Cecil Hotel, and the Colonial Hotel
were constructed to house Seattle’s large transient labor population, which had grown as a
result of the Klondike Gold Rush.” Research indicated the Grand Pacific Hotel and the Globe
Building also housed businesses associated with the gold rush. The Seattle Woolen Mill, which
outfitted miners with clothing and blankets, was located in the street-level commercial space of
the Grand Pacific Hotel from 1899 until 1914. From 1903 until 1912, the Globe Building
housed the offices of the Alaska Gold Standard Mining Co., and from 1908 until 1909 the
Treasurer’s Office for the AYP was also located in the Globe Building.' Because HRA did not
find additional information connecting the gold rush and the Beebe, Cecil, and Colonial hotels,
these buildings were not included in the catalog.

The Holyoke Building, located at the southeast corner of Spring Street and First
Avenue, is also part of the commercial district’s northward expansion. In 1976, the Office of
Urban Conservation nominated the Holyoke Building as a fine example of the Victorian Style.

The nomination also noted that the Holyoke was the “first office building to be completed after
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Seattle’s disastrous fire of 1889.”'' HRA determined that during the gold rush the Northwest

Fixture Company, a supplier of lighting equipment for Klondike miners, occupied the Holyoke

from 1894 until 1900."
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The Colman Building, located on the west
side of First Avenue between Columbia and Marion
streets, was constructed in 1889 as Seattle’s
commercial district spread northward. Architect
Stephen Meany originally designed the Colman
Building as a two-story Romanesque Revival
building. In 1904, architect August Tidemand
redesigned it into a six-story Chicago Style
building.” It has been listed in the National Register
as a fine example of the Chicago Style of architecture
and for its association with James Colman an
influential businessman in Seattle." The Colman
Building housed two businesses that catered to gold
seekers. The grocer Louch, Augustine & Co.
occupied the Colman Building from 1894 until 1907,
and the Klondike clothing outfitter, Rochester
Clothing Co. was located in the building from 1897
until 1899. HRA also determined that during the
AYP years, the Colman Building housed the offices
of the exposition’s publisher and legal counsel. *

The Moore Theatre and Hotel and the
Woodson Apartments were constructed in direct
response to the AYP. Anticipating the event, land
developer James A. Moore constructed his namesake

Theatre and Hotel in downtown Seattle. When the

theatre opened on December 28, 1907, its connection to the AYP was stressed by featuring a

comic opera entitled The Alaskan.'® The Moore is listed in the National Register because of its

unique design, association with the AYP, and its role as a “leading cultural house in the city.”"’
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Expecting an increased need for housing due to the AYP, Irene and Zacharais Woodson
constructed the Woodson Apartments in the Central District. Although the Woodson
Apartment building possesses an important tie to the AYP, it is not eligible for the National
Register because physical changes have compromised its integrity.

The U.S. Assay Office and the houses of miner George Carmack and Mayor William
Wood are not associated with either the commercial district’s northward expansion along First
Avenue or the AYP. Among the properties included in this study, the U.S. Assay Office is the
most directly related to the gold rush. Although it was not originally constructed as an assay
office, public demand for a federal assayist required that this entertainment hall be converted
for government use as an assay office in 1897. According to this property’s 1969 National
Register nomination, it continued to be used for this purpose until 1932."*

When George Carmack first returned from the Far North, he lived in hotels in the
Pioneer Square area. From 1905 until 1909, he lived in a house at 3007 East Denny, which no.
longer remains standing."” The house Carmack lived in from 1910 until his death in 1922 is
still standing in Seattle’s Central District. This property appears eligible for the National
Register for its association with Carmack, who filed the first claim for Klondike gold.

As the mayor who left his post to try his hand at mining in the Yukon, William Wood
played a significant role in Seattle’s gold rush history. Prior to the gold rush Wood owned a
large amount of land east of Greenlake, which he was responsible for platting. According to
Seattle City Directories, from 1892 until 1900 he lived at the intersection of Woodlawn and
Greenlake. Because historical maps do not show that Woodlawn and Greenlake intersect,
HRA could not identify the location of Wood’s house during this period. Between 1900 and
1904, Wood lived at two different addresses and from 1905 until 1915, he lived at 816 35™
Avenue.” The latter property appears to be eligible for the National Register because of its
association with him.

The following catalog includes the six National Register-listed and three unlisted
properties that HRA identified as associated with the Klondike Gold Rush. For each building,
the catalog includes a description of the property’s design and its association with the Klondike

Gold Rush. The map on page 172 shows the location of each property.
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Property 1 U.S. Assay Office Tax Parcel No.: 859040-0796
613 Ninth Avenue Legal Description: Lot 3, Blk. 69, Terry’s First Add.
Seattle, WA National Register Status: Listed on March 16, 1972

Architectural Description

The two-story U.S. Assay Office is an “excellent example of a 19th century commercial cast-
iron and masonry building, typified with larger, open street level bays and narrow vertical window
openings on other facades and on the upper street-front level.”* The front facade includes two
traditional style storefronts consisting of large windows, kick plates, and transoms. The arched
entrance to the second floor space is surrounded by columns and a pediment. Five centrally located
arched windows on the second floor are flanked by narrow rectangular windows. The protruding
central portion of the parapet wall is decorated with a wooden cornice and brackets.

The U.S. Assay Office has undergone several minor alterations, including a narrow addition
featuring arched windows similar to rest of the building added to the south side of the building. Many
of the building’s windows have been replaced or filled-in. Two first-floor windows on the north side
of the building have been filled with brick. One south side window and all the second story windows
on the rear (west) of the building have been replaced. A small wood sided addition has been added to
the southwest corner of the building’s second floor.

Historical Significance

The building that housed the U.S. Assay Office was erected in 1886 by Thomas Prosch, a
secretary of the Seattle Chamber of Commerce and owner of the Post-Intelligencer, for use as an
entertainment hall and office building. Originally, the first floor was used as offices and the second
floor was rented as a ballroom. During the gold rush, the Seattle Chamber of Commerce recognized
the city’s need for a federal assay office. The Chamber of Commerce, represented by Erastus
Brainerd, successfully lobbied for the establishment of an assay office. In May of 1898, the federal
government rented Prosch’s building and on July 15, 1898, the U.S. Assay Office opened. The Assay
Office included a melting department. During the early years of the Klondike Gold Rush, deposits in
the office reached approximately $20 million. In 1932, the U. S. Assay Office moved to a
government-owned building.

In 1935, the Deutsches Haus (German House) purchased this property and renovated it for use
as a social center. During World War II it was used as an entertainment center. After the war, the
Deutsches Haus again occupied the structure.” The building is currently owned by the German
Heritage Society.

The U.S. Assay Office is historically significant as a fine example of commercial cast-iron and
masonry architecture, and because of its association with the Klondike Gold Rush, an event that
contributed to the economic growth of Seattle.
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Property 2 Colman Building Tax Parcel No.: 859140 0005
801-821 First Avenue Legal Description: Lot 2 & 3, Blk. 1, Terry’s Third Add.
Seattle, WA National Register Status: Listed on March 16, 1972

Architectural Description

The six-story Chicago Style Colman Building occupies the east half of the block located on the
west side of First Avenue between Columbia Street and Marion Street. In a Seattle Landmark
nomination form, the Seattle Office of Urban Conservation described the Colman Building as follows:

The Colman Building is a six-story concrete and brick office building with stone and marble
trim that epitomizes the Chicago Style and its influence upon Seattle architecture.... The
exterior of the lower floors was faced with rusticated stone and the additional floors with red
brick. A central bay which, at the First Avenue ground level houses the main entrance to the
building, protrudes from the rest of the facade and is faced in the same stone as the lower
floors. On either side of this central section, the building facade is divided into four equal
sections consisting of five structural piers and four window spandrels each. The outermost
corner sections extend outward slightly from the adjacent sections, providing a subtle
undulation of the surface. A narrow banding just below the top floor and a modestly extended
copper cornice crown the building.... The ground level retail shops were embellished by small
multi-paned transoms and pediment and column entrances. The building is also distinguished
by a metal and glass awning, which stretches along the entire east or front facade.*

Historical Significance

The original two-story Colman Building was erected by James Colman, an influential
businessman who arrived in Seattle in 1861. Colman’s entrepreneurial tendencies involved him in a
variety of businesses, including owning woolen mills, land acquisition, and railroading. Colman was
one of the major promoters of the railroad to the Renton Coal mines. He operated this railroad for one
year until Henry Villard of the Northern Pacific Railroad took it over.”

In 1890, the two-story Colman Building was constructed on the site of the old Colman Block, a
wooden building that burned in the fire of 1889. The Colman Block had been built on the remains of
the ship Winward, which had wrecked near Whidbey Island. Intending to salvage the boat, James
Colman bought it and towed it to his dock in Seattle. When the Colman Block was constructed the
ship was surrounded by land and buried under the foundation of the Colman Block.*

Architect Stephen Meany originally designed the Colman Building as two-story Romanesque
Revival structure. In 1904, the Danish architect August Tidemand remodeled it into Seattle’s “earliest
example of the Chicago Style of commercial architecture.” All that was retained of the original
facade were the cast iron columns between the storefront bays on First Avenue. The Colman Building
has been recognized as historically important for its architectural style and association with James
Colman.*®

The Colman Building housed two businesses that catered to gold seekers. The grocer Louch,
Augustine & Co. occupied the Colman Building from 1894 until 1907 and the Klondike clothing
outfitter, Rochester Clothing Co. was located in the building from 1897 until 1899. HRA also
determined that from 1908 until 1909, the Colman Building housed the offices of the AYP’s publisher
and legal counsel. ¥
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Property 3 Grand Pacific Hotel Tax Parcel No.: 197460-0050
1117 First Avenue Legal Description: Lot 3, Blk. C, AA Denny’s First Add.
Seattle, WA National Register Status: Listed on May 13, 1982

Architectural Description

The Grand Pacific Hotel is part of a collection of turn-of-the-century commercial buildings
north of Pioneer Square on First Avenue. In 1980, the Seattle Office of Urban Conservation prepared a
National Register nomination for this cluster of buildings referred to as the First Avenue Groups. The
Seattle Office of Urban Conservation described the Grand Pacific Hotel in the following way:

The former Grand Pacific Hotel exemplifies the Richardsonian Romanesque Style in the
composition and detailing of its primary or First Avenue elevation. Beginning at the ground
floor, the elevation incorporates a bold central entrance arch flanked by clerestoried
storefronts. The arch is constructed of lightly rusticated limestone blocks and voussoirs, as are
the two stone block piers at the extreme ends of the store front zone.... Above the store front
area and the archway, the First Avenue facade is dominated by a rhythmic two story arcade
composed of nine square-based brick piers and eight round, cut stone arches which spring from
elegant and compact stone capitals. Deeply recessed between these piers, the second and third
story windows are separated by slightly recessed spandrels, faced in small, square, rusticated
blocks. The fourth story of the First Avenue facade begins above a stone dentil course and
consists of eight rectangular windows framed between short piers aligned with those of the
arcade below. A parapet wall rising above the fourth story is detailed with recessed panels and
a corbelled cornice.”

The First Avenue Groups’ nomination noted that the hotel’s storefronts suffered from
uncomplimentary signage and a boarded-up central building entrance. Although the original storefront
windows have been replaced in recent years, the new windows are well suited for the building. The
building’s main arched entrance is currently in use.

Historical Significance

Although the architect for the Grand Pacific Hotel is undetermined, this building has been
recognized as “one of Seattle’s finest examples of Richardsonian Romanesque commercial
architecture.” It has also been identified as one of “the last major buildings in Seattle to be designed in
this style.”" Circa 1898, the Grand Pacific Hotel opened under the name “First Avenue Hotel.” This
hotel, along with others included in the First Avenue Groups, was constructed in part to cater to the
needs of Seattle’s growing transient laborer population. Growth resulting from the Klondike Gold
Rush resulted in an “acute need for new structures to provide necessary retail outlets and hotels for the
large number of transients, dock workers, lumber workers and ship’s crews.””* The Grand Pacific
Hotel filled the growing need for both housing and commercial space.

From 1899 until 1914, the Grand Pacific Hotel also housed the office and salesroom for the
Seattle Woolen Mill, an important outfitter for the Klondike. According to Seattle City Directories,
this company moved its offices from a neighboring building at 1119 First Street. This earlier building
was replaced by the Colonial Hotel in 1901. During the gold rush, the Seattle Woolen Mill advertised
“Llama underwear, heavy Mackinaw clothing and double woven blankets for the Arctic Regions” as
well as, “Blanket Clothing for the Klondike.”*
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East elevation of the Grand Pacific Hotel, 1998.

HRA PHOTO

Grand Pacific Hotel, circa 1900.
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Property 4  Holyoke Building Tax Parcel No.: 093900-0515
1018 First Avenue Legal Description: Lot 1, Blk. 12, Boren/Denny Add.
Seattle, WA National Register Status: Listed on June 3, 1976

Architectural Description

The five-story Holyoke Building is essentially Victorian in style. The building’s emphasis on
verticality evidenced in the tall narrow windows and closely spaced repeating piers is characteristic of
Victorian buildings. It was framed with post and beam construction and clad in red brick. A
continuous band of concrete runs across the top of the building and is repeated on the upper-stories in
the form of interrupted concrete bands above each of the windows. These details off-set the strong
vertical emphasis by providing distinct horizontal lines.

Concrete detailing compliments the gray-colored rusticated stone block first-floor facade. The
Holyoke Building’s principal facade faces First Avenue. Because the building is set into the hillside
formed by Seneca Street, the stonework along this secondary street-facing facade is cut-off by the
incline. The Holyoke Building’s commercial store-fronts, complete with recessed doorways, kick
plates, and large store-front windows are still intact. Few alterations have been made to the original
design of this building.

Historical Significance

In 1890, lumberman Richard Holyoke constructed the Holyoke Building. Architects Thomas
Bird and George Dornbach had planned the construction of the Holyoke Building prior to Seattle’s
1889 fire. After the fire had occurred, the Holyoke Building was one of the first office buildings to be
completed.”

This building represents the northward expansion of Seattle’s downtown spreading out from
Pioneer Square. In the late 1890s, the Klondike Gold Rush caused increased development activity
resulting in the construction of hotels and commercial properties near the Holyoke Building.** During
the gold rush, the Holyoke Building housed the Northwest Fixture Co. This company outfitted miners
with electric motors and generators for mining and lighting.”” This business was located in the
Holyoke Building from 1894 until 1900. In the following years, the Northwest Fixture Co. moved to
313 First Avenue, where it was located until 1902. According to Seattle City Directories, it no longer
existed after 1902. **

Klondike Gold Rush Historic Resource Study Page 180



Historic Resources in the Modern Era

. . " " " (=]
o |
. ar?i e °
u -|‘|“ . o
~ P :
“Pue LA L
5'4 ‘-\-‘- '
- Sy AT NAT
~ \ / yal
&
ol
- al®
- A’ tL
-~ " ‘:‘,
N "' LAt
s
- s "‘;
17 v
. " Y
- [ )
.
L Jefat
= ]
" .
Y +
'

-
e @ ®

COURTESY SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

Holyoke Building, circa 1900.
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Property S Globe Building Tax Parcel No.: 197460-0035
1007 First Avenue Legal Description: Lot 6 and 7, Blk. B,
Seattle, WA AA Denny’s First Add.

National Register Status: Listed on April 29, 1982

Architectural Description

The Globe Building is part of a collection of turn-of-the-century commercial buildings located
just north of Pioneer Square and referred to as the First Avenue Groups. In 1980, the Seattle Office of
Urban Conservation prepared a National Register nomination for the First Avenue Groups which
provided the following physical description of the Globe Building’s street-facing elevations:

The First Avenue facade is organized into three vertically ascending layers consisting of a
continuous ground floor storefront zone, a two story body and an arcaded upper story. The
storefront zone consists of large display windows and clerestories, many of which have been
cosmetically altered with garish signage and other reversible accretions. Masonry walls above
the storefronts are supported by a series of slender iron columns and horizontal girders encased
within a terra cotta entablature. The walls are faced in tan-colored press brick and are
penetrated by pairs of double hung windows at the second and third stories, and a nearly
continuous arcade of round arched windows at the fourth story. Neo-classical detailing
executed in ivory-colored terra cotta includes corner quoins, bracketed lintels above the second
story windows, segmented flat arches above the third story windows and a terminating cornice
detailed with an egg and dart motif. An arched entrance canopy, four iron balconies and a
small roofline pediment originally incorporated at the center of the First Avenue facade no
longer remain.

The Madison Street facade incorporates similar fenestration and detailing. The wall plane of
this facade is interrupted at the center where a slight recess occurs beneath an elliptical terra
cotta arch. The recess appears to have originally opened into an internal light court, which has
since been enclosed. The wall surface now contains unadorned double hung windows.
Openings at the basement level of this facade relate to the Arlington Garage, which occupied
the lower floors of the building several decades after the building's initial construction.

Historical Significance

The First Avenue Groups National Register nomination indicates that the Globe Building was
“constructed for developer J. W. Clise in 1901, and was originally occupied by retail stores, offices,
and presumably lodgings.” This nomination indicates that the Globe Building, along with the Grand
Pacific Hotel, housed the influx of transient laborers that arrived with the gold rush.

Among the offices housed in the Globe Building were two businesses associated with ties to
the Far North that Seattle established during the Klondike Gold Rush. From 1903 until 1912, the
offices of the Alaska Gold Standard Mining Co. were located in the Globe Building. Seattle’s
fascination with the Far North culminated in 1909 with the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition. From
1908 until 1909, the Treasurer’s Office for this noteworthy event was housed in the Globe Building.*
Today, this building houses the Alexis Hotel.
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Property 6 Moore Theatre and Hotel =~ Tax Parcel Number: 197720-1035
1932 Second Avenue Legal Description Lots 1,4,5, Blk. 46, Denny’s 6th Add.
Seattle, WA National Register Status: Listed on August 30, 1974

Architectural Description

The seven-story Moore Theatre and Hotel building is located at the corner of Second Avenue
and Virginia Street. The primary facade faces Second Avenue with another street-facing facade along
Virginia. It is constructed of reinforced concrete with white glazed brick cladding. Accents of tan-
colored terra-cotta appear over the main arched entrances, on the window sills, and on a panel which
bears the name “Moore Theatre.” These details along with a decorative cornice and freeze are the
building’s principal exterior embellishments.

In 1937, the building was reported to have 11 stores and 146 hotel rooms.*" The building’s
commercial spaces along Second Avenue are still in use, although the original store fronts have been
replaced with aluminum-framed windows and black siding. The theatre’s original marquee has been
replaced with a larger modern version. The windows throughout the building have been replaced.

Historical Significance

This building was constructed by James A. Moore, an early Seattle real estate developer who
was responsible for erecting over 200 homes on Capitol Hill and platting Latona and part of what is
now the University District.* In 1907, he opened the Moore Theatre and Hotel to accommodate
anticipated crowds associated with the 1909 AYP. The building’s design “was immediately noted
nation-wide, and its use made it the leading cultural house of the city.”” Moore Theatre and Hotel
Architect E. W. Houghton designed a lavish interior which included onyx and marble in the theatre
lobby and foyer.

The theatre opened on December 28, 1907, eight months after the hotel. James A. Moore had
been convinced to open a theatre by the manager of the Northwestern Theatrical Association, James
Cort. Cort became the manager of the Moore Theatre and attracted well-known entertainers to the
theatre. Cort's successor Celia Schultz outdid him by regularly bringing a fantastic array of singers,
dancers, and instrumentalists to the theatre until 1949 when she resigned. Until the 1950s, the Moore
Theatre played a leading role in the Seattle entertainment industry. It continues to hold musical
concerts today. The National Register Nomination for this building notes the following;:

The Moore is significant not only for theatrical contributions, but also for its outstanding
theatre architecture. From the expensive exterior construction, withstanding both climatic and
earthquake stresses, to interior design features of exiting ramps, excellent sight lines, superior
stage “life,” and acoustics, the Moore is among the best example of theatre architecture and
engineering ahead of its time, to be found in the country.*

The Moore Theatre and Hotel building was closely associated with the AYP. As noted, it was
constructed in part to cater to AYP visitors. When the theatre opened, its first production was a comic
opera entitled, The Alaskan. Journalist Jane Lotter explained that during that time period “Seattle was
still in the midst of a love affair with the North that had begun with the 1897 gold rush and The
Alaskan was a guaranteed crowd pleaser.” As expected, the opening performance was a hit with 2,500
people- including the governor, the mayor, James A. Moore and John Cort-attending the performance.
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Northeast corner of the Moore Theatre and Hotel, 1998.
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Historical postcard of the Moore Theatre and Hotel, circa 1909.
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Property 7 George Carmack House Tax Parcel No. 794260-0795
1522 East Jefferson St. Legal Description Lot 22, Blk. 5, Squire Park Add.
Seattle, WA National Register Status: Unlisted

Architectural Description

The George Carmack (1910-1922) residence is located at the corner of East Jefferson and 16th
Avenue. It is a two and a half-story Colonial Revival house with a rectangular plan and a side-gambrel
roof. This wood frame building is clad with white-painted clapboards at the first floor and shingles
above. Dense vegetation currently surrounds the property, making it difficult to view the house. The
original porch, which stretches across the front of the house (facing East Jefferson), has been enclosed
with corrugated plastic siding. On the second floor above the porch is a shed roof dormer with bay
windows. At the first level on the 16th Avenue side of the house is a bay with three double-hung
windows. Like most of the building’s lights, these windows have multiple panes above and a single
pane below. Another bay with two double-hung windows and a bracketed eve is located above the
first-story bay. Over the years, this building has undergone few exterior alterations.

Historical Significance

George Washington Carmack, the “official discover of Klondike gold,” lived in this house
from 1910 until 1922. On August 16, 1897, Carmack discovered gold along Bonzana Creek, a
tributary of the Klondike River. Carmack was married to a Tagish Indian woman named Kate. When
he discovered the gold, he was accompanied by two Tagish men Skookum Jim Mason, and Dawson
(Tagish) Charley. By filing a claim first, Carmack became credited with finding the Klondike lode.
After Carmack arrived in Seattle on July 17, 1897, the stampede to the Klondike began.*

When Carmack and his wife disposed of their holdings in the Klondike, they moved to Seattle
where they took residence at the prestigious Hotel Seattle. Kate Carmack did not enjoy living in
Seattle and returned to her northern home.* Carmack soon thereafter married a woman named
Marguerite. Carmack eventually left the Hotel Seattle, but continued residing in the Pioneer Square
area. From 1905 until 1909, he lived in a house at 3007 East Denny Way, which has since been
removed. By 1910, Carmack moved to 1522 East Jefferson. According to Seattle City Directories,
Carmack lived at this address until he died in 1922.” Marguerite Carmack continued living in the
house until the 1940s. A considerable amount of development has occurred around this house, which
is still used as a residential structure.
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HRA PHOTO

East side of the George Carmack House, 1998.
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George Carmack House, circa 1937.
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Property 8 Woodson Apartments Tax Parcel No. 982870-2660
1820 24th Avenue Legal Description: Yesler’s H. L. Second
Seattle, WA Addition Supplemental, Blk. 51, Lot 6

National Register Status: Unlisted

Architectural Description

The Woodson Apartments, known today as the Cascade View Apartments, have undergone
numerous alterations over the years. This two-story rectangular building is located on the east side of
24th Avenue and stretches from the street to an alley east of the property. The building originally had
a two-story porch that protruded from the center of the east facade to shelter the main entrance on the
first floor and a similar space at the second level. The second-story porch had a low-pitched gable roof

supported by classical columns. The same style columns also supported the porch at the first level. A
cornice once extended across the principle facade and around the building’s north and south corners.

Today, the architectural details that once characterized the Woodson Apartments have been
removed. The two-story porch has been replaced with a simple metal awning over the main entrance.
A metal railing borders the concrete stairway leading to the entrance. The cornice has been removed
and the original double hung windows have been replaced with aluminum frame versions. The east
side of the building is covered in a composite concrete and the rest of the building is clad in vinyl.

Historical Significance

In 1908, Zacharias and Irene Woodson built this apartment anticipating that the AYP would
increase the demand for housing in Seattle. According to Esther Mumford’s Seattle’s Black
Victorians, the Woodsons came to Seattle in 1897 and operated rooming houses during the first three
decades of the century.*®® Seattle City Directories list Zacharias as a “bootblack” in 1899. By 1903,
however, Zacharias is listed as being the proprietor of a rooming house at 1216 Second Avenue In
1909, the Woodsons are listed as the proprietors of both the Woodson Apartments and a rooming
house at 1530 Fifth Avenue.* This property represents the growth Seattle experienced due to the AYP.
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Property 9 William Wood House Tax Parcel No. 918470-0715
816 35th Avenue Legal Description: Washington Heights,
Seattle, WA Blk. 7, Lot 14.

National Register Status: Unlisted

Architectural Description

This two-and-a-half story Classic Box house is located in Madrona, on the edge of a hill
overlooking Lake Washington. The house is set back from 35th Avenue and is approached by an
alley-like driveway that runs between two houses set closer to the street. The east facing principal
facade overlooks Lake Washington.

The house has a hip roof with hip-roof dormers on the east and west elevations. The exposed
rafter tails that once decorated the eaves have been removed. The clapboard walls of the second floor
flare slightly before meeting a flat board that separates the first and second floors. The northeast
corner of the house has an inset porch supported by classical columns. The railing surrounding the
porch has turned balusters. Most of the house’s original windows are one-over-one and double hung.
On the north side of the house is a ribbon of three leaded glass windows. The principle facade has a
one-story bay window on its north side. The north, south, and west sides of the house are unaltered.
The south elevation is obscured by thick vegetation making it difficult to discern if alterations have
occurred to this side of the house.

Historical Description

Seattle City Directories indicate that Seattle Mayor William Wood and his wife Emma lived in
this house from 1905 until 1915. Wood had many interests which included working as a realtor,
lawyer, and businessman. As a realtor in 1888, Wood owned a large amount of land on the east side of
Greenlake, which he platted. Prior to becoming mayor in 1897, he acted as the president of W.D.
Wood & Co. lawyers. His business interests included serving as president for both the Seattle-Yukon
Transportation Co. and the Antimony Smelting & Refining Co.

The year the gold rush began, Wood became the Mayor of Seattle. Unable to resist the
temptation of striking it rich, he, too, went to the Yukon for a short period. In the years following his
return from the Far North, he lived in several different houses for short periods. It is unknown if Wood
commissioned the construction of this house; however, it is likely that he and his wife were the first
people to live here.*
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William Wood House, 1998.
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Recommendations
Research

An examination of the papers of the Alaska Commercial Company and Northern
Commercial Company could reveal much about the development of transportation facilities in
Seattle. As noted in Chapter 3, historian Clarence B. Bagley observed that an increasing
number of Seattle-owned shipping companies emerged during the early twentieth century.
Further analysis of the records of the Alaska Commercial Company — based in San Francisco
— could help explain this trend. Also, these documents could yield additional information
about San Francisco’s interest in the Klondike Gold Rush. They are located at the Bancroft
Library at the University of California, Berkeley and Stanford Library in Palo Alto, California.

Further research could be conducted to compile a more complete list of gold-rush era
businesses, their activities, and their current status. The Appendix includes a list of such
businesses compiled by the Centennial Committee of Washington State. To enhance this list,
the names and locations of additional businesses may be obtained through turn-of-the-century
newspapers (listed in the bibliography) and Seattle City Directories.  To determine the current
status of the companies, the Articles of Incorporation for each company could then be obtained
from Secretary of State records at the Washington State Archives in Olympia. New
information obtained from this research could be added to the NPS database and used for

interpretive purposes.

Interpretation

In coordination with the City of Seattle, the NPS could develop signs to interpret
historic buildings within the Pioneer Square area. The Pioneer Square Historic District has
been chosen as one of Seattle’s 37 urban villages, where intensive planning occurs to
accommodate growth and commercial development that is neighborhood friendly. In March
1998, the City of Seattle released the “Draft Pioneer Square Neighborhood Plan.” One of the
top seven projects proposed in the Plan was to “facilitate strong coordination and partnering
251

among projects to strengthen the neighborhood’s unique historic character and arts identity.

The City proposed the development of a “comprehensive public art and history program”
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through the creation of legends and public art gateways. Utilizing information provided in this
report and the NPS’s database of gold-rush era businesses, the NPS could contribute valuable

information to the interpretation of historic resources for use in public exhibits.

National Register Nominations

This project identified the house of George Carmack, the discoverer of the Klondike
gold, and gold-rush era Mayor William Wood. Both houses appear eligible for the National
Register under National Register criteria A and B, due to their association with the Klondike
Gold Rush and significant individuals from that period. HRA recommends that a
determination of eligibility for both properties be requested from the Washington Office of
Archaeology and Historic Preservation. If the properties are determined eligible for the
National Register, the property owner, the Seattle Office of Urban Conservation, and or a non-
profit dedicated to historical preservation, could nominate both properties to the National
Register, using the information provided in this historic resource study. Local historic
preservation organizations that could nominate the properties include, Historic Seattle
Preservation and Development Authority, Allied Arts, and the Washington Trust for Historic
Preservation.

The NPS, in collaboration with the Seattle Office of Urban Conservation, could
consider conducting additional research on historic properties located within the Pioneer
Square Historic District. Because National Register requirements have changed over the years,
important historical and architectural descriptions are missing from the original 1969
nomination, which listed the majority of Seattle’s oldest post-fire commercial architecture in
the National Register.

Today, new National Register historic district nominations are required to provide
detailed information about individual structures within a proposed district. Revising the
Pioneer Square National Register nomination would provide an opportunity to both bring the
nomination up to current standards and conduct research on the historic use of properties
included in the original nomination. Such research is not necessary for the buildings included
in the 1978 and 1987 amendments to the nomination, because individual descriptions of the
historical use and architectural characteristics of these buildings were included in the boundary

extension nominations. The new information could be consolidated into a document that
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would be a more useful planning tool for both the City and preservation organizations.
Furthermore, historical research on the buildings included in the original district nomination
would provide the NPS with valuable interpretive information about gold-rush era structures.
Utilizing preservation and planning studies created since the designation of the historic district
in 1969, the NPS could consolidate information about the current status of the district and its
resources. The NPS database could provide information about the historic use of many of the
district’s buildings and new information obtained in the course of preparing the nomination
could be added to the database. This new research material could enhance the Park's
interpretive and educational programs, which present the legacy of the Klondike Gold Rush to

the public.
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