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An early 1960s view from the Alsworth home looking east over Hardenberg Bay with Babe's
SR-JR ready for loading freight, an amphibian airplane taxis in for fuel, and the Elmer Bly
House visible on the point. Photo courtesy Margaret “Sis” Clum. H-2931.
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An oil painting by LBowman in 2001 documenting the first aircraft landing at Tanalian
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A mid-1950s view of Hardenberg Bay, the Alsworth Homestead, right center, and the Hadfield
Cabin to the left on the bay. Beyond the runway is the mouth of Dry Creek and the mouth of the
Tanalian River. This location is an ideal location for aircraft operations. Photo H-681 courtesy of
Mike Mooter.
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Preface

A book documenting the advent and development of aviation around the Lake
Clark region has long been needed. This book attempts to address the need to
illuminate the early history of flight in the area and to a lesser extent in the wider
Bristol Bay region. The history of Port Alsworth and of the last two decades of
Tanalian Point (1930-1950), the predecessor village of Port Alsworth, has been
defined by the accessibility of people and goods and services brought about by
aircraft. The very raison d’etre for the existence of Port Alsworth is civil and com-
mercial aviation.

Many pilots consider the Babe and Mary Alsworth Homestead to have been
situated in the most ideal location between Iliamna and Anchorage for aircraft op-
erations; landings with floats and skis on Hardenberg Bay in summer or winter with
an adjacent 3,800 foot landing strip running east-west. The western terminus of the
critical Lake Clark Pass is only about 25 miles east of Port Alsworth. The Alsworth
Homestead from its earliest days provided a snug refuge from the vagaries of the
ever-changing weather for pilots and their airplanes. From the early 1930s pilots
have spent days and nights at Tanalian Point at Floyd and Lena Denison’s house
and after 1944 with Babe and Mary Alsworth waiting for Lake Clark Pass to open
so they could proceed to Anchorage. In one unusually long example, around Christ-
mas of 1953 Jay and Bella Hammond left their home in Naknek bound for Vermont
to visit Jay’s parents when ice fog kept them at the Alsworth’s Homestead for one
week before they could proceed to Anchorage to catch a commercial flight to the
continental U.S.

This book is primarily an effort to illuminate the early years of the development of
aviation and its influence on the lives of the people who lived around Lake Clark
and Nondalton. The Lake Clark-Iliamna area was strategically situated half-way
between the Anchorage commercial and transportation hub and the dynamic Bristol
Bay commercial salmon fishery and the nascent sport hunting and sport fishing
industries that commercial aviation enabled during the 1930s and 1940s.

The terse Helen Mae Denison diary has been augmented and clarified, where
possible, by some 300 footnotes to provide readers with more historic context.
Helen Denison’s rather enigmatic life has been illuminated by Elizabeth Appleton’s
timeline and brief biographical sketch. The grandchildren and great grandchildren
of Charlie Denison do not know much about Helen’s background and consequently
Ms. Appleton’s research will be welcomed news to them and others. Ms. Apple-
ton is a Technical Services Supervisor at the St. Joseph, Michigan Public Library
who did some foundational research on Helen’s life because Helen lived in that
Michigan city when she was a child. The diary documents the role of aviation in
Helen’s Alaska life before and after she moved to Lake Clark and married Charlie
Denison in 1944-1945. Reading Helen’s diary one always wishes for more detail,
but the fact she documented so many people and their travels around the lake and to
Anchorage provides eye witness testimony about the growing reliance on aviation



Alaskans came to take for granted. There were no roads in bush Alaska but pilots
and their airplanes filled that void just as well.

Another chapter of the book, “The Development of Aviation in the Lake Clark
Area, 1927-1968,” is a brief account of the first bush pilots and their flying services
to operate around Lake Clark on their way to and from the Bristol Bay coast and
Anchorage. Pilots such as Russel Merrill, Matt Nieminen, Oscar Winchell, and Bob
Ellis and such flying services as Anchorage Air Transport, McGee Airways, Star Air
Service, and finally Alaska Air Lines in 1942-1944. Babe Alsworth began operating
on Lake Clark the summer of 1942, although he and his wife, Mary, did not move
from the north shore of Lake Clark to Hardenberg Bay until August 1944.



Port Moller

L.

-I‘\Ll\hkchak National
Monument and
Preserve

<

hal n/Point

“wlliamna

Portage Pass
-
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Introduction, Commentary and Timeline
by Elizabeth Appleton, St. Joseph, Michigan Public Library

[ was unable to find any photo of Helen at the time she lived in St. Joseph. But I did
manage to gather a fairly good outline of her life, and from what I gathered, Helen
was kind of amazing.

To give a brief synopsis, she was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan and lived in St.
Joseph for a brief period when she was 4. Her family then moved to Three Rivers,
Michigan where her mother passed away when Helen was about 5. Her father re-
married a year later, and the family moved to Lansing, Michagan. When Helen was
18 she married, had a child about a year later, and then divorced from her husband,
Leland Brass.

After the divorce, I believe she went to college at Michigan State College (a pre-
cursor to Michigan State University in Lansing). It’s here where there is a mild leap
of faith in my research. While I mostly tracked Helen through her maiden name,
Beeman, on a hunch, I searched for Helen Mae Brass in Ancestry.com and found
Michigan State College yearbooks from 1928 and 1929, the years following her
divorce. While all that is included in the yearbooks is the name Helen M. Brass, it
had the correct city she lived in, Lansing. Whether you trust this deduction is up to
you, as there is nothing completely solid linking Helen Beeman to this college, but
[ believe it is a reasonable leap of faith.

I know you asked specifically about Helen’s nurses training, but again, I came up
with nothing concrete enough for me to give a definite answer. I did find a Helen
Beeman who was a student nurse in 1930, however the Helen Beeman that showed
up on the 1930s census in New York stated she was from New York, and her par-
ents were from New York. Could this be the same Helen, I don’t know? I think it
is suggestive that the Helen Beeman on the 1930s census in New York claimed to
have 2 years of college —the same as the Helen Beeman from Michigan, but why
would she lie on a census? The other family trees that I found on Ancestry that
linked with Helen Beeman all were missing her whereabouts in the 1930s census,
which is odd as well. So could this be the same Helen, maybe? I think it’s sugges-
tive, but I don’t know if a solid link could be made unless you were able to access
Helen Beeman’s student nurse records, which I am not sure are even available. So
this just may just remain a mystery.

Although the location and whereabouts of Helen are a bit foggy in the 1930s, she’s
definitely back on the census records in 1940. At this point she is living in New
York on her own, working as a nurse (again, which makes the 1930s census a bit
more interesting), it is likely it is her, but I don’t understand why the misinforma-
tion (if it was her) about her place of origin, maybe looking for a clean start? On the
1940s census she stated she lived in Chicago in 1935, but I couldn’t see any records
of her in Illinois from that time period.


http://Anccstry.com

After the 1940s census, she’s gone — obviously she went from there to Alaska, and
her trail is cold. Because I am kind of a curious person, I also tracked her son, again
mostly through the census and other legal documents. He lived with both sets of his
grandparents at different stages of his life, and when he was 18 he got married. He
moved around a bit and eventually settled in Seattle, Washington where he passed
away in 1993.

Because the information I found was so detailed, I wanted to make sure I gave a
more precise breakdown of Helen’s timeline. I have attached a word document with
the dates and where I found various information.

Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan about 1906 (information gathered
Jrom Ancestry.com)

By 1910 (she was age 4) she was living in St. Joseph, Michigan at 711
7" Street (this street is no longer in existence, but used to be near Lions
Park Drive perpendicular to the beach.) The subdivision she lived in
was called Shepherd’s Subdivision. (1910 census on Ancestry.com. and
also 1903 Platt Map for St. Joseph.)

In 1910, her father worked as a postal clerk for the local post office,
household members were Howard Beeman 26, Emma Beeman 26,
Helen 4, Olive 2, and Martin Miller, father-in-law, 63. (Information
gathered from the 1910 census on Ancestry.)

On 20 May 1911, Helen’s mom, Emma, died while the family lived in
Three Rivers, Michigan. She is buried at Riverside Cemetery. (Find a
Grave.com)

On August 26, 1912 Howard Leland remarried Hazel Griswold in
South Lyon, Michigan. At the time of the marriage, Howard was living
in Three Rivers, Michigan and worked for the railroad.

In 1920, the Beeman family lived in Wheatfield, Ingham County, Mich-
igan (near Lansing), and the family consisted of Howard 36, Hazel 32
(new wife), Helen 13, and Olive 11. (Ancestry.com).

On 21 August 1924, when Helen was 18, she married Leland M. Brass
in Lansing, Michigan. (Michigan Marriage records available through
Ancestry).

Leland and Helen had a child, Howard Leland Brass, 20 September
1925. (Ancestry.com, on the Severence Family Tree.)

By January 29, 1927 the marriage between Helen and Leland had
broken down, and Helen filed for divorce citing “Extreme and repeated
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cruelty, and non-support.” The divorce was granted on August 13, 1927
and Helen was given alimony. (Michigan divorce records for Leland
Brass 1997-1952 accessed via Ancestry.)

In 1928, a freshman was enrolled at Michigan State College named
Helen M. Brass. (Digitized records, 1928 Michigan State College year-
book). This very well could be Helen Beeman, she did go to college at
some point, and Michigan State College (precursor to Michigan State
University) was located in Lansing which was close to her family and
where she lived at the time.

In 1929, Helen M. Brass appears in the 1929 Michigan State College
yearbook under the major Home Economics. Again, although her
married name is used, I feel fairly confident that it is the same Helen
Beeman, that she received 2 years of college education, and Michigan
State College Home Economics was the only course open to women at
this time.

After the divorce, it appears that Howard Leland Brass, Helen's son,
lived with his paternal grandparents (according to the 1930s census).
By the 1940 census, Howard was living with his maternal grandpar-
ents, and he married in 1945 at the age of 19. (Census records 1930
and 1940).

By 1935, Helen was living in Chicago and working as a nurse.

In 1940, Helen was living in New York, New York working as a nurse
for the Department of Health. She was living alone in a rented apart-
ment, unmarried, working full time at about 48 hours a week. The
highest education that Helen received was 2nd year of college. Unfor-
tunately, the college she attended was not cited. She earned a wage of
$1,260/year. (1940 census).?

Elizabeth Appleton, e-mail message to the editor, January 6,2017.



The Enigmatic Helen Mae Beeman Denison

by John Branson

Helen Beeman Denison, right, and Bertha Mooter, left, at the Alsworth Homestead, c. 1949
looking south. Photo courtesy of Margaret “Sis” Clum. H-2897.

I was only able to begin to unlock Helen Mae Beeman Denison’s origins after
obtaining a copy of her death certificate from the State of Alaska. Helen was born
in Grand Rapids, Michigan and this ultimately put me in touch with Technical
Services Supervisor Elizabeth Appleton of the St. Joseph, Michigan Public Library.
Elizabeth traced Helen from her birth in 1906 to her life in New York City in 1940.
No one in Alaska knew much about Helen's early life, and even now, 64 years
after her death, as her diary is on the cusp of publication, Helen is still an enig-
matic character. Few people around the Lake Clark-Iliamna arca today know who
was Helen Mae Beeman Denison, much less recall her. Only Shirley Hill Nielsen
of Kokhanok, and her brother Lary Hill and Alice Hedlund of Iliamna, and Aggie



Alexie of Nondalton knew her at Port Alsworth in the late 1940s and early 1950s,
but time has even dimmed those long ago interactions.

Even Helen’s contemporaries (such as Mary Alsworth, Terry Gill, Bernie Hadfield,
and Floyd Denison) who were interviewed by National Park Service historian Sara
Hornberger in the mid-1980s, had little to say about her. What follows is all that a
researcher has been able to glean from those interviews.

Helen died at the home she shared with her husband, Charlie Denison, on Lake
Clark at Port Alsworth on March 30, 1954. Her last diary entry was made on Octo-
ber 20, 1952; that she lived another 15 months without confiding in her diary is a
silent testament that her last year was a very difficult one. According to Mary Als-
worth, who was a friend of Helen’s, she died of cancer. Her death certificate lists
cause of death as “cardiac condition and apparently kidney complications.™ She is
buried in an unmarked grave, but next to Charlie’s grave a few hundred yards west
of their house on Lake Clark.

It was Mary Alsworth who first documented Helen Beeman in Alaska because Hel-
en delivered Mary'’s first child, Leon Jr., on July 12, 1943 at Kanakanak Hospital.
After contacting tuberculosis the baby died on April 1, 1944 and was buried on a
terrace overlooking the Alsworth’s first home on the north shore of Lake Clark.#

Kvichak River cannery man and Bonanza Creek miner, Terry Gill, worked with
Charlie Denison on his sawmill and got to know Helen in 1948. Terry stated that
Helen was an excellent cook. He also recalled that sawmill worker Ray Brower
used to grouse to him about having to frequently pack water from Lake Clark for
Helen’s bath.?

Helen’s active life becomes more accessible to readers once she begins keeping
her diary on November 20", 1943 at the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital at
Kanakanak, seven miles west of Dillingham, Alaska. Although she does not reveal
much about her private thoughts, readers understand her independence and her
courage in leaving her nursing career and striking off to marry Charlie Denison at
Lake Clark. That was truly a bold move on Helen’s part.

Until she left nursing for life at Lake Clark, her time with the U.S. Public Health
Service in war-time Alaska territory was very peripatetic and stressful. A closer
look at the path of her career is warranted. Helen seemed to enjoy her busy time
nursing and socializing at Kanakanak Hospital and Dillingham but she notes
onJune 13, 1944 that she has been ordered to go work at the hospital in Bethel.
However, she resigned rather than take the transfer. On June 16 she was offered a

3 Certificate of Death, Helen Mae Denison, March 30, 1954, 0298, Alaska Department of Health,
Bureau of Vital Statistics, November 16, 2016.
4 Mary Alsworth, “Notes & Dates,” circa 1985, 1, 6.

5 Terry Gill, interview with Sara Hornberger, August 29, 1984, 3.



transfer to Tanana instead, and she took it. On June 19 Helen told a colleague she
planned on returning to Kanakanak.

Helen left Kanakanak on July 7 by aircraft and arrived in Anchorage in the early
evening. On July 10 Helen flew from Anchorage to Fairbanks. On July 12 she flew
from Fairbanks to Tanana on the Yukon River.

On August | the United States Indian Service (USIS) directed her to transfer to
Kotzebue on the Northwest Arctic coast. However, nothing ever materialized with
that proposed move. Instead, on September 23 Helen was ordered to go to Juneau.
Her next travels saw Helen leave Fairbanks on September 29 and be in Anchor-
age on September 30, and in Iliamna on October 1. On October 4, Babe Alsworth
flew Helen from Iliamna to Tanalian Point on Lake Clark where she met widower
Charlie Denison and stayed with the Jim and Glenna Kennedy family at the Point.
This sojourn to Lake Clark must have been a reconnaissance for Helen to check out
Denison and Lake Clark to determine her compatibility with both. Obviously, she
left Lake Clark with positive feelings for Denison and the other folks she met and
the overwhelming scenic beauty of the Lake Clark country. Informed speculation
suggests that Babe and Mary Alsworth, knowing both the recently widowed Charlie
Denison and Helen Beeman'’s single status, played match-makers in introducing
Charlie and Helen to one another.

On October 7 Babe flew Helen to Anchorage. On October 8 she flew to Fairbanks.
On October 17 Helen was ordered to Juneau via Whitehorse, Yukon Territory, ar-
riving in Juneau on October 18. On October 19 Helen confided to her diary: “How I
hate Juneau. Rain, rain and all up and down.”

On December 15, 1944 Helen wrote: “Unable to work my last day.” Previously,
she had twisted her ankle. She must have finally resigned her job, knowing she
could begin her life anew with Charlie Denison at Lake Clark. On December 18
she flew out of Juneau writing: “Left Juneau about noon. Did not ever look back.”
On December 20 she arrived in Seward and later that day flew to Anchorage. On
December 22 she flew to Iliamna on Alaska Airlines. On December 29, 1944 Helen
arrived at Lake Clark for the second time to a “nice reception.”

On March 8, 1945 Franklin Smith flew over to Tanalian Point from his home in
the Nushagak River country and married Helen Mae Beeman and Charlie Denison
at Otis M. “Doc”™ Dutton’s house. For the next several years Helen would live a
very busy subsistence lifestyle with her husband, punctuated with house calls to
deliver babies and treat injuries and one accidental gunshot wound around Lake
Clark and Iliamna. Reading her diary, one understands that she did not possess the
vigorous health that Charlie was endowed with. But as her diary attests when she
was healthy Helen was a hard worker and accomplished a great deal. Her last 15
months, however, must have been a very difficult time for her and Charlie as her
illness became terminal.
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Fortunately for posterity, Helen documented the transition from dog sled and motor
boat days to the hustle bustle and the ultimate hegemony of the aviation over
Alaska’s vastness, particularly bush Alaska. When Helen married Charlie Denison
she married a workaholic. Reading the terse diary, it quickly becomes apparent

that Helen took to Charlie’s subsistence life, even if she could not keep up with his
nearly relentless pace. Nevertheless, she more than carried her own weight until her
declining health intervened. Besides the never-ending cooking, washing, and house
cleaning she was feeding lots of guests who were assisting Charlie in the woods or
sawing logs. Helen fired the steam boiler, worked the thickness planer, helped with
salmon fishing and preservation, canned vegetables, moose meat, and jelly, and
participated with Charlie in various home improvement projects.

Perhaps the main reason Helen’s diary is an important historical record is because
she offers a firsthand account of the life of a working woman in war-time territorial
Alaska. Her role as a registered or practical nurse in the bush, where there were few
if any medical professionals in the Bristol Bay region other than those working at
Kanakanak Hospital is revelatory. The first documented Registered Nurse to live in
the Bristol Bay region was Phillippine King, at the Moravian Mission of Carmel,

at Kanulik in Nushagak Bay in 1896.° However, Bristol Bay canneries had doctors
and nurses on staff during the fishing season, likely as early as the late 1880s, but it
was in place by at least 1918-1919 when the Spanish influenza hit the Bristol Bay
region.” Dr. Joseph Romig, a Moravian missionary at Carmel was the first resident
doctor to reside in the Bristol Bay region during 1904-1905. He attempted to start

a for-profit hospital at Nushagak or “New Kanakanak™ serving the local populace
and cannery workers, but the idea was not viable because of the low population and
few could afford to get sick.® However, it was not until the early 20th century when
the first medical doctors, Dr. Henry Schalaben and Dr. Linius Hiram French treated
the sick in Old Nondalton in 1908-1909 and 1914 and 1916 respectively.® The Lake
Clark area was more remote and more difficult to access than were the canneries on
the Bristol Bay coast. It was not until 1936 when Norma Bowman, registered nurse,
moved to Portage Creek that a nurse lived on Lake Clark. Helen was the second
nurse. In 1950 Bertha Mooter became the third resident nurse on the lake. Since
neither Elizabeth Appleton nor I were able to find documentation on the extent of
Helen’s nursing education it is not known whether she was a registered nurse or a
practical nurse.

In addition, Helen’s diary is important because she arrived at Lake Clark to live
with Charlie Denison just four months after Babe and Mary Alsworth moved to

6 James W. Henkelmann and Kurt H. Vitt. The History of the Alaska Moravian Church 1885-1985,
Harmonious To Dwell. Bethel, Alaska: The Moravarian Seminary. 1985, 133.

James W. VanStone, Nushagak, An Historic Trading Center in Southwestern Alaska. Chicago: Field
Museum of Natural History, 1972, 102.

8 Henkelmann and Vitt, op. cit., 163; VanStone, ibid., 45.

Harlan D. Unrau, Historic Resource Study, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve, Alaska, Draft, United
States Department of the Interior, Anchorage: National Park Service, L.ake Clark National Park and Pre-
serve, 1992, 477; Dr. Linius Hiram French, “Journal.” 4-6-1914, LACL.
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the perfect location to establish their aviation-centered homestead on Hardenberg
Bay. Helen chronicles some of Babe Alsworth’s air travels to and from Anchorage
and Bristol Bay salmon canneries on the Naknek and Kvichak Rivers in which he
brought piglets, chickens, goats, sheep and all manner of consumer goods to Lake
Clark. Not to mention hardware, tools, and various components for a sawmill flown
to Port Alsworth in his Stinson SR-JR. Helen notes going to the Alsworth’s house
for mail in 1951 documenting the growth of Port Alsworth because it was in 1950
that the official Port Alsworth post office was established. '°

Finally, Helen’s diary reveals the importance of Charlie Denison’s sawmill, and

how the availability of sawed lumber enabled the people of Nondalton to live in
framed houses for the first time. Previously most all houses built around Lake Clark
were made of logs. In spite of the fact that Helen’s diary is sparse on detail she does
chronicle people and events that occurred at Lake Clark at a time of significant
change and when apparently no one else was documenting the mid-twentieth century
grassroots history of all the people living there.

10" Melvin B. Ricks, “Directory of Alaska of Alaska Post Offices and Postmasters,” Ketchikan, Alas-
ka:Tongass Publishing Company, 1965, 52; Carolyn Matti, conversation with the editor, September
22,2002.
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The Diary of Helen Mae Beeman Denison
November 20, 1943 to October 20, 1952

“Helen Mae Beeman Five Yr. Diary, Keep Five Years of Alaska here and then
publish it. H.B.

[Kanakanak,U. S. Public Health Service Hospital, Dillingham, Alaska]

November 20, 1943
Received this today from Jr."!

November 24, 1943
Homesick for the first time since I left home. No Thanksgiving spirit.

November 25, 1943
On duty the first time since last Sat. morning. Had a good Thanksgiving
Dinner but the spirit was not there.

November 27, 1943
Did not go to town as I felt so bad. Cold coming on.

December 4, 1943
Mitzie had 9 pups. 5 destroyed.

December 5, 1943
[Carlos] Carsons came out for her [Ona] treatment.'? Brought some
moose hide for my crocheted slippers. They have been nice to us.

December 8, 1943
Beginning to get my boxes ready to wrap for Xmas. Have some things
to finish off today.

December 25, 1943
The loot consisted of candy, cig., food, soap. The Xmas mail has not
come yet so have that to look forward to. Still feeling homesick.

" Jr. refers to Helen's son, Howard Leland Brass (1925-1993) who died in Seattle. Nothing further is

known of him. Elizabeth Appleton, e-mail message to the editor, 1-6-17.

12 Carlos (1886-1963) and Ona Carson. Carlos was a game warden for the Alaska Game Commission,

his wife Ona was a home-maker. Later they purchased the Bob and Bernie Hadfield cabin on Harden-

berg Bay at Port Alsworth about 1949 or 1950. Mary Alsworth, “Notes and Dates™ to Sara Horn-
berger, 1985, copy in the LACL history files at Port Alsworth, [hereafter known as LACL history|.
Petticoat Gazette, Seward, Alaska, July 18, 1963.
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Carlos and Ona Carson in their 1940 Christmas card. Carson was the first law enforcement

officer working in Katmai National Monument between 1936 and 1950. Photo courtesy of
Margaret “Sis” Clum. H-2245

December 27, 1943
Well the holidays are over even the trees have disappeared. Snow is too
deep to go to town.

January 1, 1944
Terribly depressed as usual. Wish I had something to do really interesting.

January 4, 1944
Started to refile charts according to ABC rather than date. Such
interesting data.
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January 7, 1944

Regular blizzard today. P’s [ Palmers] tried to go to town [Dilling-
ham].”? Got just over the hill. Woke up at 4 A.M. PS ¢'? Tonner went
into town in PM."°

January 13, 1944
Capt. Kirchner came over from Post.'® Had Drinks @P’s. Heard about
M 6 surgery nurses always get blamed.

Pilot John Walatka, J.W., and Peggy Baker at Merrill Field in 1942. Photo courtesy of Margaret
“Sis” Clum. H-2718.

January 14, 1944

A lot of people from Dill[ingham] are flown out by J. W.'7 He even
brought his own wife [Lillian] & daughter [Johanna]. A lot of business,
more tomorrow. Nice weather.

Nothing is known of the Palmers except they probably worked at Kanakanak Hospital.

Helen Beeman Denison uses the symbol “¢™ as shorthand for “with™ throughout the diary.

Nothing is known about “PC" and Tonner but they apparently worked at Kanakanak Hospital with
Helen.

Nothing is known of Captain Kirchner or perhaps he was both a doctor and a captain? It is plausible
he was detailed from the U.S Army Air Corps air base at Naknek. now known as King Salmon. to
command a small army post in Dillingham that provided for civil defense and recruitment in the
Nushagak district during World War I1. Lillian Walatka was the Selective Service administrator in
Dillingham during World War I1. Selective Service board meetings were held in John and Lillian
Walatka's home in Dillingham during the war. Johanna Walatka Bouker, e-mail message to the editor,
March 2. 2018.

“J. W." were the initials of bush pilot John Walatka (1908-1970) who moved with his wife, Lillian,
from Minnesota to Dillingham to fly for Bert Ruoff”'s Bristol Bay Air Service in 1938. Within a few
years Walatka started his own air taxi company and was instantancously busy. The daughter that Hel-

en refers to was Johanna Walatka (Bouker) who was delivered at Kanakanak Hospital by Dr. Louis
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January 15, 1944
MD left today by plane. Had to visit some in town before he left. Anoth-
er lovely day.

January 18, 1944
Mail came at last. Hardly anyone could eat, so anxious to read it. Got
several Xmas cards. No pkgs. yet.

January 26, 1944
- 20° this AM.

January 27, 1944
-18° this A.M.

January 28, 1944
-22°this AM. No mail yet.

January 31, 1944
Nice snowstorm thru the nite & day. Warmer 30°

February 4, 1944
Been having Jan. thaw for a couple days. Tried to go over to P.O. Fell
down. Nuff said.

February 7, 1944
Capt. Kirchner came over today. [appoint.? | tomorrow.

February 8, 1944
Plenty of business. Heard a plane several times.

February 10, 1944
Dr. K. tried to leave but plenty of snow prevented.

February 15, 1944
T. had fight ¢ Martha. She or Martha has to go. Sade says Means...
also.

February 16, 1944
T & S packed up but weather so stormy no dog teams will go out.

February 17, 1944
The fight over, T&S are staying. Something else will happen as they
don't like it here anyway. Mrs. Plalmer | worked last nite.
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Salazar in 1940. Johanna Walatka Bouker, e-mail message to the editor, March 2, 2018.
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February 19, 1944
Played cards & had hot buttered rum at Palmers.

February 22, 1944
Mrs. Opland came up & T&S&S played P.!® Had hot buttered rum again.

February 24, 1944
Jr. wants the furniture. Maybe I'll let him have it."”

February 25, 1944
Played cards at Palmer’s had some more H.B.R. The weather is quite
changeable, rain, snow & freeze & thaw.

February 26, 1944
Thought I was biggest person up here till tonight. Mrs. Haskins teacher
at Nushagak came over for treatment for infected eyes.?’ 250 lbs.

February 27, 1944
She sure is interesting O.H. [Mrs. Haskins |. Knows a lot about Natives
thru 3 children that speak language.

February 28, 1944
R. Spears brought in today has been in wrecked plane 8 days s food or
water. Has fr leg Rt & laceration of head ?'

February 29, 1944
Mrs. Opland came & played cards this PM. Capt. K[irchner | arrived at 4
PM. Quite a day - was annoyed ¢ Mrs. Plalmer | several times lately.

Margaret Opland was a school teacher in Dillingham and her husband, Elfred Opland, managed the
reindeer herds in the Nushagak country. The Oplands also ran a hotel in Dillingham. Mildred Opland,
telephone conversation with the editor, November 20,2017.

Helen refers to her son, Howard L. Brass, apparently she received a letter from him asking for the
furniture. It is possible that they were living together in New York before she left for Alaska in the
carly 1940s.

Mrs. Haskins was the school teacher at Nushagak but nothing further is known about her.

Roscoe Spears (1909-1949) lived in Dillingham. Later on Spears and his wife Virginia and his
brother Clyde and his wife, Muriel. owned the Felder&Gale Store which later became the Dillingham
Commercial (DC) Company. Roscoe died January 1949 when an Alaska Airlines DC-3 crashed in the
mountains on the Kenai Peninsula. The Last Yesterday, The History of Dillingham and Nushagak Bay
by Dillingham High Alaskan (sic) History Class, 1972-73, John B. Parker, instructor. Second edition,
1985 and other sources: Star-News, I-January 23,1949, 14 A. Clyde Spears was a high school teach-
er who lived in Dillingham. He and John Walatka were the witnesses for Babe and Mary Alsworth’s
wedding on January 4, 1941. The Alsworths were married by Magistrate Erik Fenno. Fred Walatka,
conversation with the editor, January 6., 2018; Mary Alsworth, op. cit.
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March 3, 1944
The situation is more deadly every day. She had Mr. Plalmer] in help-
ing M.D.this A.M. Wonder what she is afraid of.

March 5, 1944
Plalmer[’s entertain every nite except last nite. Mrs. Plalmer]. Went to
town ¢ Mrs. Spears & stayed all nite > M.D. there too.

March 6, 1944

Had good game of P. ¢ Opland'’s last nite. Had some more Hot B. Rum.
Invited to go to Plalmer]’s. Refused. So did Toner.

March 8, 1944
Snow all day today. Colder also.

March 9, 1944
Capt. K[irchner] left today. Had -4° this AM. Snow drifted by wind.

March 17, 194.
Capt. K[irchner| came back to exam 50 draftees. He’ll stay awhile as
most are hunting.

March 18, 1944
The Rush has begun. Some pt [patients? | come by plane.

March 29, 1944
Went to town first time in 3 1/2 months. Stayed @ S.

March 30, 1944
Cooked moose pot roast ¢ onions & browned potatoes. Darn good. Had
Wassillie come after me ?3 Swell time.

March 31, 1944
Extremely sleepy today. Slept all P.M.

April 2, 1944
Delivered twin boys 6 - 8 1/2,5 - 7 1/2 [b. Mother Lillian Gabriel.
Father Bill Ingram. Nice babies.*?

April 4, 1944
Went to town [Dillingham] to stay over nite. Wassillie took me. Stayed
same place.

22 Mrs. Spears first name was Virginia, the wife of the convalescing Roscoe Spears.
3

12

There is no information on Wassillie.
24

Lillian and Bill Ingram had twin sons, Bill Jr. and Jim. and Helen delivered them at Kanakanak Hos-
pital. Bill and Lillian Ingram, interview with the editor, June 1,2001.
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Bill and Lillian Ingram, left with Gladys and Red Vail at the Vail's Mulchatna River cabin in
1943-1944. Photo courtesy of William and Marie Andrews. H-1614.

April 5, 1944

Had nice time in town. Came home after the show. Saw Carsons [Car-
los and Ona]. Thawing a lot. Won't be able to go much more till all
snow off.

April 7, 1944
Coming down ¢ cold. Took [sulfadiazine? ]. Slept from 3 P.M.

April 8, 1944
My cold no better. Took more pills. Still thawing. Would have like to go
to town as I'm off in AM.

April 20, 1944
Went to town [Dillingham|. Has been thawing a lot for 2 days. Rather
bad going. Saw R. Spears. Stayed same place as before.

April 21, 1944
More thawing. Was rather wet coming home but got here around 10
P.M. Had more onions tasted good.

April 22, 1944
Got soap & popcorn from the folks for my birthday [19]06.%

» Helen Mae Beeman Denison was born in Grand Rapids, Michigan on April 27, 1906.
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Herb Nicholson loading reindeer in his Waco in the late 1930s or early 1940s in the Nushagak
country. Photo courtesy of Dennis and Lois Herrmann. H-2741.
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April 26, 1944

Popped some corn. Came out so-so. Tasted good.

April 27, 1944
Steve & Tonner spent nite in town [Dillingham] ¢ a little poker &
liquor. Steve baked me a cake after walking home. Was hard going.

April 28, 1944

Road open. Went in on truck stayed over nite. M.D. came again.

April 29, 1944

Walked most of way home. Tire & lame.

May 1, 1944
Walked in most of the way with Steve. They are really going this time
June 1. Had supper ¢ S. Got home around 10.

May 2, 1944
A little snow storm today. They say it’s cold.

May 3, 1944
Snowed all nite. Quite mild. Feeling little better today. M.D. unable to
leave yet.






