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Original Appearance

Prior to its abandonment in the early 1900 f s, the Tanaina village of 
Kijik consisted of at least 12 house structures, five bathhouses, 29 
caches, a Russian Orthodox Church, and cemetery. According to ethno- 
historians, James W. VanStone and Joan B. Towrisend, who excavated the 
Kijik site during the summer of 1966, none of the house sites can be 
dated with certainty, although all were evidently constructed from forms 
introduced by Russians and Americans during the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. The Russian Orthodox Church may have been constructed 
in 1877 or 1881, for it was in these years that agents of the church 
made significant progress in baptizing the Kijik population and the 
need for a place of worship became great.

There is little doubt that all of the Kijik houses were rectangular in 
outline, and constructed of horizontal logs, each log shaped on at least 
two sides, and probably three sides, with the ends notched. Five of the 
12 houses included a living room and another room, the purpose of which 
is not absolutely clear. This room may have been used as a general storage 
area for heating bath rocks; it might also have been used for the drying 
and smoking of fish. A sixth house was similarly constructed, except 
that a bathhouse was attached to the main structure. The seventh and 
eighth houses were more complex, including several rooms. Three houses 
were identified as having only a single room. The twelfth house could 
not be reconstructed sufficiently to determine its form, although it 
seemed to include three rooms. All of the houses probably had some form 
of gabled roof.

______________ _____ ____ lijik site, the 
churctT'Suilcling is ~almo~st squafe^aB^II:w !̂̂ 'ŝ ^fs aiĴ y°~^. 5 meters) in 
outline, except for a three-sided wall where the altar was located. The 
log construction of the building indicates skilled craftsmanship, the 
logs shaped and fitted well. The structure lacked a prepared log floor, 
but included two small windows facing the lake, and perhaps a gabled 
plank roof, flat on top, supported by two long cross beams parallel with 
the side walls. Just southwest of the church building are nine wooden 
Orthodox grave markers.

The five bathhouses were also constructed of horizontal logs. The cache 
pits were small, deep depressions, rectangular in shape with rounded 
corners; they averaged about 1 1/2 meter length, 70 centimeters ,in width, 
and about 1 meter in depth.
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Present Appearance

When the Tanaina Kijik began to abandon their village in the early 
1900's, they dismantled their homes, and carried the logs, piece by 
piece, to Old Nondalton. Only the church, graves, and two houses were 
left behind. Today, only a partially standing church building (in poor 
condition), cache pits, and cemetery remain to testify of Kijik's former 
importance in the Lake Clark region. It is to be noted, however, that 
the former church is currently used as a storage shed by a person claiming 
the Kijik site under the Homesite Act.
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During the summer of 1966, ethnohistorians Dr. James W. VanStone and 
Dr. Joan B. Townsend excavated the former Tanaina village of Kijik, 
discovering the largest number of American, and possibly Russian trade 
materials, ever .recovered from an archaeological site in southwestern 
Alaska, if not in all Alaska. The discovery of these artifacts, none 
of which can be definitely described of Russian origin, permit a fasci 
nating glimpse into the nature of trading activities between the Tanaina 
people, Russians, and Americans during the nineteenth century. Once 
the only permanent Tanaina settlement in the Lake Clark area, Kijik 
should be entered in the National Register of Historic Places as a 
significant site in Alaska local history.

_____^ Kijik may 
early 1800 f s, when Russian traders began to establish posts in the Cook 
Inlet area. While it is possible that Kijik was founded by Tanaina 
Indians sent by Russian traders to harvest the resources in the Lake 
Clark area, it is more likely that the village was established by the 
Tanaina as a result of violent contacts with the Russians. To avoid 
Russian reprisals, some Tanaina Indians may have retreated from Cook 
Inlet to the Lake Clark and Lake Iliamna area. Russian traders and 
missionaries followed in an effort to establish trade contacts, but 
were unsuccessful. In 1796, Yakov Federovich Juvenal, a Russian 
Orthodox priest, was killed in the Lake Iliamna region, possibly at 
Kijik. Four years later, Indians in the same region combined forces 
and destroyed the local Russian trading post, killing all but one of 
the inhabitants.

With the passage of time, the Russians were able to establish trade 
relations with the Tanaina, who finally permitted, in 1821, the Russians 
to establish a post in the Iliamna area. Relations continued to 
improve, so that, beginning in 1845, when the Nushagak mission was 
established, Russian Orthodox missionaries visited Kijik at least 
once a year. '*"  ' '  ^' ; ^w
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When in 1867 the United States purchased Alaska, Kijik 1 s contacts with 
the West expanded considerably as the Alaska Commercial Company occupied 
former Russian trading posts and established others, as did the Western 
Trading Company. At the same time, Russian Orthodox missionaries continued 
their activities in the area, frequently recording the vital statistics 
of Kijik during the 1870's and 1880's. Mission records indicate a 
population of 101 at Kijik. If, however, allowance is made for seasonal 
variations, it is probable that Kijik supported a maximum population of 
150 to 175 persons during the years 1875 to 1890.

Beginning in 1902, the Tanaina Kijik slowly began to move away, most 
going to Old Nondalton in order to be closer to trading posts on Iliamna 
Lake and salmon canneries in Bristol Bay. This exodus may also have 
been partly induced by a measles epidemic, which struck the Tanaina 
Kijik in 1900. By 1909, when a U.S. Geological Survey party visited the 
area, Kijik was reported an abandoned settlement. However, there is 
evidence that one or two persons periodically resided at the old village 
during the 1930's.
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