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FiG. 0-A. Andrew Balluta at Qizhjeh (24-Q, Kijik village) with K unust’in (47-K’, Kijik Mountain)
in the background in June of 2008. PHOTO BY KAREN STICKMAN.
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Foreword

by Karen Evanoff-Stickman
Cultural Anthropologist, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve

The spirit of these verbal essays by Andrew Balluta illuminates a way of life that has
sustained the Dena’ina people for millennia. There is no better way to tell that story

than in the Dena’ina language as in this book. One common thread in the stories is the
connection between human beings and the land, portraying a deep meaning and respect
for all living things. Andrew has carried these traditional Dena’ina values and passed on
this knowledge. As a young girl I watched Andrew take the lead at many of the potlatches
and community gatherings in Nondalton. At memorial potlatches he advised what the
role of each clan was, how gifts would be distributed, and the importance of doing things
the right way—the Dena’ina way. Andrew continues today to use the Dena’ina traditions
to guide his leadership. I have observed Andrew as he tirelessly shares his knowledge of
Dena’ina language and traditions to non-Native people. Andrew has built paths between
these two worlds.

In June of 2008 we traveled to the historic site of Kijik on a project to locate grave
sites. Andrew was one of the Elders who came with us, and we camped for three days.
Andrew provided the blessing for the grave site area, he told traditional stories, and
he gave practical camp advice. Andrew also carefully observed as the latest technical
equipment was being explained and demonstrated. He gave support for this forensic work
by his presence and willingness to be there.

[ have had the honor of working with Andrew for over ten years on various Dena’ina
cultural projects. Andrew emphasizes the importance of listening, of preserving the
details of Dena’ina culture by writing down the factual information and of capturing
accurate meanings for Dena’ina concepts. At times Andrew says “I am not sure I should
talk about this. It may not be right to talk about this.” He is always aware of what should
be said and what should not be said according to Dena’ina traditions.

In Shtutda’ina Da’a Shel Qudel—My Forefathers are Still Walking with Me, Andrew
shares some of his vast knowledge as he speaks precisely to us in the Dena’ina language.
He is passing on the true wisdom of our ancestors. Andrew’s hope is that younger
generations will learn some things from this book to pass on to their children. As an Elder



and leader of the Dena’ina people, Andrew Balluta’s contributions to the preservation
of Dena’ina culture have been invaluable. The Dena’ina people also acknowledge and
appreciate Jim Kari for his dedication to preserving the Dena’ina language.

F1G 0-8. Andrew Balluta giving the Orthodox blessing in June 2008 at the remains of the Kjik
Russian Orthodox chapel, The Precious and Life-Giving Cross, built in 1889 (Znamenski 2003:4).

PHOTO BY KAREN STICKMAN



Preface

by James Kari

Andrew Balluta and I began this book in the summer of 2003. At the Dena’ina Language
Institute in Soldotna he told me about the stroke he had had that winter, that he still had
his language, and that we should get on with our Dena’ina language work.

Andrew Balluta received considerable advice and training from the Dena’ina
elders since he was a young boy. For his adult life Andrew Balluta has been a scholar
and interlocutor on all matters pertaining to Dena’ina. He has welcomed managers,
researchers, and visitors to this spectaularly beautiful portion of Dena’ina Country in the
Southern Alaska Range that is now within Lake Clark National Park and Preserve. He
has been the facilitator at countless events, meetings and discussions in the communities
surrounding the park. As a park ranger he participated in reconnaissance and law
enforcement on the park lands. Between 1984 and 1992 Andrew collaborated with the
late Linda Ellanna on a major book, Nuvendaltin Quht’'ana, the People of Nondalton
(1992). He has done work on kinship and photo identification, place names, land use,
trail systems, site locations, archaeology. and studies of animals, fish and material
culture. With Albert Wassillie he contributed the Dena’ina translations for a large body
of unpublished narratives (see Ellanna 1986, Appendix 3). Andrew was one of the
most prolific contributors to Dena 'ina Topical Dictionary (Kari 2007), and he was the
translator of the 1954 recording of songs by John Coray (Coray 2007). In fact, it will be a
large task to specify all of Andrew Balluta’s works and to assemble the archival materials.

The essays in this book are a small sample of the great range of Dena’ina topics that
Andrew has reflected upon over the years. These are termed “verbal essays” because the
texts have been selected, reviewed, and ordered in the manner of written essays. Some
texts are spontaneous recordings produced without additional changes. Others have been
revised, amplified and reordered during the review of the audio and text. Two narratives
are rare recordings of Nondalton Chief Gabriel Trefon made in 1961 with commentary
by Balluta. The topics include discussions of Dena’ina religious beliefs and values, of
geography and travel, of animal and fish behavior, of technical skills such as butchering
and food preparation, as well as some historical events and sutdu (or legends).

xi
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Andrew Balluta’s Roots

by John Branson
Historian, Lake Clark National Park & Preserve

Andrew Balluta has been a leading figure in the preservation of Lake Clark (or Inland)
Dena’ina language, history and culture for the past twenty five years. In the 1980s, in the
early years of Lake Clark National Park and Preserve, Andrew was the first local-hire
ranger, and he worked closely with park managers, anthropologists, historians and others
to inform them about the Lake Clark area’s diverse human and natural resources. Since he
left the National Park Service in the late 1980s, Balluta has continued his commitment to
preserving his culture, by working with linguist Dr. Jim Kari and others in documenting
Dena’ina language, place names, trails and history.

A sketch of Andrew Balluta’s parents and grandparents offer insights into the kind
of people that made him the fine man that he is, and endowed him with an inquiring
mind for his language and culture. Andrew is one of those rare individuals who is
bilingual in tongue and thought. Balluta’s father, Anton Balluta (1905-1937), was
born at Ch quich 'ishtnu village [50-Ch’] near Telaquana Lake in 1905. Anton was a
Dena’ina hunter, trapper, big game guide, and commercial fisherman who spent most
of his short life on Lake Clark. As the son of Andrew and Daria Koktelash Balluta, he
was descended from the Kijik, Telaquana, and Mulchatna villages (Ellanna and Balluta
1992:178; see also Figures 0-d, 15-a).

When Anton Balluta was a young man his family moved to Lake Clark where he lived
with his aunt, Christina, who was married to Brown Carlson (1878—-1975) of Portage
Creek, a small mining camp on Lake Clark. Prospectors taught Anton to read and write,
and as such he was probably one of the first Lake Clark Dena’ina to become literate in
English (Sophie Austin, Andrew Balluta and Macy Hobson, interview, 2-21-85).

In 1927, Anton Balluta married Sophie Hobson (1910-2003) who had been born
on the Stony River, and had moved to Old Nondalton with her family in 1915. During
the winter the Balluta family stayed at Nan Qelah [16-NQ, Miller Creek] and lived
off the country—hunting, ice fishing, and trapping. During the early summer, Balluta
commercial fished for salmon at the Kvichak River canneries on Bristol Bay. Andrew was
born in 1930. In 1933, Anton Balluta kept a diary during spring beaver trapping season
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on the Chulitna River and while he was commercial fishing at Diamond J cannery on the
Kvichak (Branson 2007:150-153).

In 1937, Anton Balluta died from post-operative complications of an appendectomy.
While recuperating, he fell on the ice at his Lake Clark home, rupturing his incision, and
he was unable to receive medical attention before an infection caused his death. Balluta
was survived by his wife, Sophie, and six young children, including his seven year-old
son Andrew.

Sophie Hobson Balluta was a very intelligent, high-spirited lady who was imbued
with a ready smile and a strong work ethic. As a young widow with six children, in a time
before any social safety net, she amply demonstrated her resourcefulness and mettle by
hauling mail by dog sled, by hunting, trapping, and subsistence fishing. Sophie Balluta
also cut firewood for the Nondalton School and worked at Charley Denison’s sawmill
at Tanalian Point to sustain her family during the 1940s (Ellanna and Balluta 1992:186-
188). In the 1980s Sophie shared her considerable knowledge about the Lake Clark

FiG. 0-c. Jack Hobson and Tatiana Konstantinovna Hobson in the early 1930s.
NPS PHOTO H-444, COURTESY OF THE SOPHIE AUSTIN COLLECTION
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Dena’ina with National Park Service managers and researchers, and she worked tirelessly
with Andrew and anthropologist, Linda J. Ellanna, on their 1992 book, The People of
Nondalton.

Sophie’s mother was Tatiana Konstantinovna from the Stony River Dena’ina band.
She was born in 1875 and passed away in Nondalton in 1963. Sophie’s father was John
Martin Hobson, commonly known as Jack Hobson, who was born in lowa in 1868 and
passed away in Nondalton in 1949. Hobson is considered to be the first Euroamerican
to marry into the Inland Dena’ina when he married Tatiana in 1908. Hobson was a
prospector, trapper, Bristol Bay cannery man, and sport fishing guide.

Until recently Jack Hobson was thought to have come to Lake Clark in 1902.
However, recent research has shown that Hobson was on Cook Inlet in 1897. Explorer
Hugh Rodman’s diary documents several encounters with Hobson in July 1897 at
Kamishak Bay, Iliamna Bay, and Homer. Hobson told Rodman he had not tasted fresh
fruit in five years which suggests he might have been in Alaska Territory since 1892
(Rodman Diary:7-5-1897, 8-14-1897, 8-22-1897). By the first years of the twentieth
century Hobson became a liaison with the Lake Clark Dena’ina and cannery managers
by helping his Dena’ina friends obtain jobs in the fishing industry (Ellanna and Balluta
1992:238,239,260). Jack Hobson seemed to have a way with language. He understood
considerable Dena’ina and Russian. Hobson had a profound influence on the Lake Clark
Dena’ina as they transitioned into the twentieth century, and they greatly influenced him
by rounding off some of his apparent sharp edges (Ellanna and Balluta 1992:234).

Thus it seems that Andrew Balluta’s impressive technical skills and knowledge of the
country as well as his facility in both Dena’ina and English are inherited from his father,
Anton, from his multi-talented mother, Sophie, as well as from her father, Jack Hobson.

Chagq'ah Tugget [42-ChT] is a small bay on the north side of Lake Clark that faces
east and was the home of Andrew Balluta’s family probably from the early 1930s until
the elderly Sophie Austin moved to Nondalton in the late 1980s to be closer to her sons
Andrew, Jimmy and Philip. Chaq 'ah Tugget is about four miles west of the Kijik River
mouth. Therefore the Ballutas have been the last Lake Clark Dena’ina family to reside in
the immediate area of historic Kijik village.

It is thought that Anton Balluta built a cabin for his family in about 1932 at the trail
head at the shortest route from Lake Clark to K 'q 'uya Vena, [31-K’V, Kijik Lake]. Prior
to this time, in the 1920s Singa Kankanton of Kijik had built a cabin here, and he verbally
willed it to Anton Balluta.



Also of note: Kijik Lake has long attracted the attention of Bristol Bay people as it
figures in the oral history story about the Kijik War (which might better be termed, “the
foiled Eskimo raid on Kijik™, J. Kari, p.c.). Chaq 'ah Tugget means “one is kept in the
corner.” This refers to one event during the prehistoric Kijik War when a Yup’ik warrior
who was watching the raiding party’s boats, is captured by the Dena’ina at Chaq 'ah
Tugget. He was told to return to his people, and should they come back again for battle
to bring more people. Instead, the Yup’ik man said he wanted to remain with the Lake
Clark Dena’ina, “I’ll sit in the corner and I’ll do what you want me to do.” According to
Andrew Balluta, he later returned to his people. Therefore this place name commemorates
this event.

F1G 0-p. Anton Balluta in about 1934 getting into his baidarka on the Chulitna River. This famous
photo was taken by Pete Trefon using Anton's 30 mm Kodak camera. Andrew has this camera to
this day. Nps PHOTO H-92, COURTESY OF ANDREW BALLUTA.
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The People of Nondalton was presented to the Nondalton people. Copies were given to
each family, lunch was served in the school, smiles were on the faces of all.

We now live far apart. My fond memories of Andrew and his family will, however,
last a lifetime.

—Paul Haertel
Superindendent, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve, 1981-1991

[ met Andrew in 1983-1984 while I was assigned at the Federal Law Enforcement
Training Center at Brunswick, Georgia. Andrew was attending the basic law enforcement
program. Since Andrew had little formal education, the course was to be a great challenge
to him. [ made a point of sitting next to him during the exams. He had some difficulty
with unique phrases used in law enforcement such as “probable cause,” and “reasonable
suspicion.” Andrew made it through the first three exams. When the time came for his
final, I was away on official travel. I met with Andrew when I got back to Georgia. He
told me that he’d gotten his highest grade on the final. Andrew joked, “I’d have done a lot
better on these other tests if you hadn’t been here to help me.”

After I arrived in Port Alsworth as park superintendent in the summer of 1987, I spent

F1G. 0-E. Andrew Balluta in 1988 on patrol as Park Ranger. xes PHOTO BY ANDY HUTCHINSON.
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several memorable days with Andrew. We would take the Zodiac out to check around the
lake. Andrew pointed out places to me in the Lake Clark area where he had taken various
game animals including sheep, bear, and moose. He also showed me where his mother
ran her dog sled and delivered mail. He would always point out the various plants and
their local usage.

One day Andrew and I were up near the head of Lake Clark. The water was crystal
clear, the sky had a few fluffy clouds and not a wisp of wind. Andrew was running the
outboard on the Zodiac inflatable raft, and [ was perched in the bow. We passed over a
few leaves floating on the lake. I could not determine if they were floating or airborne.

[ started to duck down as we neared a leaf on the surface. The visibility was such that it
was difficult to make out the shoreline due to the reflection. Andrew stopped the boat,
had a good laugh and gave me the Dena’ina word for the phenomenon [AB: tahyiga
tuk 'uljayi, intense reflection on calm water]. He said that a local legends tell of a person
losing his mind when confronting such a situation in his one-man bidarka.

[ have the feeling that Andrew is the type of person that everyone likes but nobody
knows. Now in this book we can learn directly from Andrew as he describes the Dena’ina
natural world and beliefs. This is a unique accomplishment.

—Andrew Hutchinson
Superintendent, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve, 1987-1991

In 1983, Andrew Balluta became the first local-hire resident to work as a park ranger
for Lake Clark National Park and Preserve. He has continued to be involved with the
National Park Service in a variety of capacities, contributing his time and extensive
knowledge of the Lake Clark and Iliamna region.

Andrew is recognized as a Dena’ina cultural expert. His early education was based
on the annual cycle of his family moving through the seasons to hunt, trap, and fish, or
to gather berries and other resources. As a young man Andrew worked as a commercial
fisherman, an assistant big game guide, and served as the village safety officer in
Nondalton. As an elder, Andrew is known as a steward of Dena’ina language and culture,
and he is committed to educating Dena’ina youth about their cultural heritage and
traditional lifeways.



When Andrew began serving as a park ranger at Port Alsworth in 1983, he was a well-
known and respected Nondalton elder. Andrew’s contributions came at an important time
for the newly established national park. Anti-NPS sentiment in the aftermath of the 1980
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act ran high in many parts of Alaska. Many
local residents of the Lake Clark region were not certain what affect this park would have
on their traditional way of life. For the next six years Andrew worked full-time doing a

Fi1G 0-F. Sophie Balluta in 1939 with Andrew and Jimmy Balluta at Pete Delkittie's fishcamp on
the Newhalen River. Nps PHOTO H-25. COURTESY OF AGNES CUSMA.



variety of park ranger tasks. Most importantly, he was a critical link between the National
Park Service and local residents of the region. Not only did he help educate local residents
about the park’s role in protecting the natural and cultural resources that are important

to area residents. He also educated Park Service employees about how local people
traditionally use and continue to rely on the park’s resources for their subsistence needs.

Andrew is a strikingly handsome, silver-haired elder. He has an unimposing manner,
and he is very comfortable to be around. When he speaks, people tend to listen. I used
to enjoy watching how our staff as well as visitors would be drawn to him, asking
him questions, and listening intently to what he has to say. Always respectful, always
thoughtful, he would speak with you - not to or at you. He is one of the best low-key
educators [ have ever known.

In those years after ANILCA, park headquarters were humble affairs and the number
of park employees was small. The staff needed to have many skills and had to serve in
different roles. In addition to his extensive local knowledge of the region, Andrew had a
stellar reputation for having a cast iron stomach. We would fly twisting and turning and
circling on our wildlife surveys for hours on end. He would be right there with me the
whole time recording data sheets, marking maps and making observations. He would
never miss a beat. Andrew spent many hours assisting with aerial wildlife surveys for
bear, sheep, moose, caribou, wolf, wolverines and raptors over the landscape that he once
traveled by dog team, boat and on foot.

In 1992 Andrew co-authored with University of Alaska anthropologist, Linda Ellanna,
to write a comprehensive ethnography of the Dena’ina people of Nondalton. Nuvendaltin
Quht’ana: The People of Nondalton is recognized as a definitive record of historic and
contemporary Dena’ina culture.The breadth and scope of this important ethnography
could not have been accomplished without the detailed involvement and coordination of
Andrew with many village elders and the Traditional Tribal Councils associated with this
research. As a trusted local Native elder, he opened doors that would have been closed to
anyone else. The marrying of Native subsistence and cultural use to the national park idea
is one of the outstanding features in the story of Alaska’s ANILCA National Parks. One
great potential achievement for the National Park Service over next millennium will be to
cross cultural boundaries to implement true partnerships with traditional users. Andrew’s
work has been a meaningful step in that process.

Andrew’s commitment to preserving the Dena’ina language and culture and fostering
cross-cultural understanding of Dena’ina customs and subsistence traditions are testaments
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to his role as a leader and steward for protecting and preserving our cultural and natural
heritages. It has been truly an honor to have known and worked with Andrew Balluta.

—Hollis Twitchell
Chief Ranger, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve, 1989-1990
Currently Assistant Manager, Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge

The book Nuvendaltin Quht’ana: The People of Nondalton, published by the Smithsonian
Institution Press in 1992, is an especially well-written and informed ethnography of the
Dena’ina people of the Lake Clark Region. One of the authors is the late Linda Ellanna
of the University of Alaska Fairbanks. She was one of Alaska’s best and most insightful
cultural anthropologists and a master of the written word. The other author listed on the
book’s jacket is Andrew Balluta, the co-author of one of the most elegantly written and
informed ethnographies ever completed on an Alaska Native people.

Where did Andrew obtain his scholarly focus? His mother, Sophie Austin, once said
that as a child Andrew could not even keep his attention on blueberry picking. If Sophie
and her sister did not keep their eye on him he would soon be up a hill or mountain on his
own with no apparent purpose but to wander about. I believe those early wanderings were
his school room. He learned from the land, the plants, and the animals he encountered on
these solitary journeys away from the daily chores of the subsistence lifestyle. He also
paid close attention to the elders. He absorbed their knowledge and wisdom and made it
his own. I have often thought that if Andrew had been born 200 years ago he would have
become a shaman and healer—in short, a traditional Dena’ina scholar.

When he began working with Linda Ellanna on the ethnography of the Lake Clark
Dena’ina in 1985, he had a vast store of traditional knowledge he had acquired while
living a traditional subsistence lifestyle. He reflected daily on the Dena’ina way of life,
and he was always wanting to learn more. Recognizing and honoring Andrew’s in-depth
command of the Dena’ina language and culture from the start, Linda Ellanna treated
Andrew as her scholarly equal and as full-fledged co-researcher.

[ met Andrew and Linda in 1986 when [ was assigned as the project manager for their
Lake Clark ethnographic study. This project was funded to re-connect the parks to the
Native Americans who had held these lands dear in their hearts for thousands of years.
Because he had so many important ranger duties, Andrew and Linda could only get



together on the weekends to put the final touches on the book. I remember seeing them
work together in the Anchorage Regional Office many a time. They would sit before
a computer and Linda would do the writing. She would then read back the material to
Andrew who would agree or disagree or ask her to add some information he deemed
important. At times they would get into heated arguments about some esoteric point
about Dena’ina land use or kinship until they found a mutually satisfactory resolution to
their dispute. As I overheard these spirited arguments, I realized that Andrew and Linda
Ellanna were equals in the editorial process and they treated each other as such.

In 1992 Linda Ellanna and Andrew Balluta proudly brought boxes of their book to
the village of Nondalton. It was to be a “book potlatch,” one that Andrew had insisted on.
Hundreds of people had gathered in the school gym for the event. Andrew then took pride
in giving a copy of his and Linda’s book to every family present. It was a great day for
Andrew; he could now share what he had learned over a lifetime about Dena’ina culture
with his own people. As the co-author of Nuvendaltin Quht'ana: The People of Nondalton
he had been blessed to share this precious knowledge with the new generations just as the
elders had shared their knowledge with him several decades earlier.

—Ted Birkedal

Cultural Resources Team, Alaska Regional Office, National Park Service

It was early June, 1984. It was the day Andrew saved fellow ranger Maggie Yurick

and himself from a brown bear attack. Maggie and Andrew had just set up a camp at
Lachbuna Lake and were reconnoitering the lake inlet area for a river crossing. As
Maggie gauged the river, she saw a bear emerge from the vegetation on the other side
of the river at a full run, and enter the river and swim toward her. She yelled “bear” at
Andrew who was a short distance away. The bear made it to mid-stream before being
carried downstream. As it floated past Andrew, he fired a round over the bear’s head,
thinking that that would notify the bear that they weren’t moose calves. The bear exited
the river about 100 feet downstream and turned toward them on the gravel bar. The bear
continued its advance toward them. They retreated off the riverbank, crossed the slough
onto the gravel bar. The bear continued along the riverbank until it reached a point
directly across the slough from Maggie and Andrew. When it turned to face them, at
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twenty feet, Andrew fired one round from his .357 magnum hitting the bear in the neck,
knocking it off its feet. The bear regained its feet and staggered off. Maggie and Andrew
retreated to camp and called for assistance. The bear was located and dispatched. Our
field necropsy revealed a four-year old female with no cubs and only grass in her belly.
Her thin post-hibernation body and persistent intent on closing the gap left no doubt that
she was hungry and that Maggie and Andrew were her intended main course. Most likely
they would have been were it not for Andrew’s marksmanship.

—Andy Van Slyke
Chief Ranger, Lake Clark National Park and Preserve, 1983—1989

FiG 0-G. The Balluta family's friend and neighbor; the late Gov. Jay S. Hammond and Andrew
Balluta in 1994. They were standing near Was Trefon's cabin location at Nan Qelah [16-NQ,
Miller Creek]. Nps PHOTO BY JOHN BRANSON.






