
A Hard Elace w.ith Soft Edges 
To describe the how and why of the 
rocks here, geologists use words like 
crash, strike, smash, collide. Massive 
blocks of Earth's crust have broken 
apar t, crashed together, sl ipped past 
each other, spread apart, and been 
forced up or down thousands of feet. 
The heat of magma (molten rock) 
deep below the surface powers this 
action, which has been ongoing for 
almost two billion years . 

The softer action of seas and lakes 
also has been changing the surface of 
this land. Vast, shallow seas moved in 
and away. Lakes rose and evaporated. 

"" 

Trilobites lived in the 
ancient ocean that 
covered some of this 
area. They became 
extinct more than 250 
million years ago. 

Each left behind layers of sediment 
that hardened into rock. The only 
lakes now are the two that humans 
have created. 

These new lakes, Mead and Mohave, 
continue to change this landscape. As 
lake waters soften canyon walls, the 
rocks erode. Sediment drops to the 
bottoms of the lakes. 

As you explore Lake Mead country, 
consider how rock and water have 
created this land of hard places and 
soft edges. 

In the American 
Southwest, I began a 
lifelong love affair 
with a pile of rock. 
- Edward Abbey 
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H gh mountains to the 
west create a rain 

shadow by blocking 
moisture from the 

Pacific Ocean 

I would defy anyone 
to make a journey by 

boat through those 
still, weird chasms 
and down that yet 

mysterious River, and 
not be brought under 

by their influence. 
-John Wesley Powell 
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Lake Havasu 

Two mass ive faults 
meet at a right angle 
and guide the river 
into a sharp turn south. 
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Congress has set aside nine WILDERNESS areas in 
Lake Mead National Recreation Area under the 
1964 Wilderness Act. Preserving wilderness shows 
restraint and humility, and benefits generations to 
come. Wilderness designation protects fo rever the 
land's wilderness character, natural conditions, oppor ­
tunities for solitude, and scientific, educational, and 
historical values. To learn more about the National Wil­
de rness Preservation System, visit www.wilderness.net. 
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TIME ZONES Nevada is on Pacific time; 
Arizona is on mountain time, but does not 
observe daylight saving time. 
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... ' Seeing It Safely ',,, 
On the water or in the desert, stay safe by following these guidelines. For 
more details, go to the park's website (listed"'uhd,er More Information) or ask 
at an entrance station or the vi itor center. "'',, 
WATER SAFETY change fre quently during CUMAT!'AND HEAT 
WATCH THE WEATHER the ear. A roach shore June through August, tem-
Watch fo r storm wa rn i ng~cautious l y; watch for shal- peratures are often aoove 
flags at mar inas. • Expec t lows and uhmerged debris. :I00°F. Avoid strenuous ac-
sudden winds and high 22"'' • Never let a passenger ride t i vi ties during t l;l e day. 
waves. · Expect lightning. mm on the bow. I •Know the signs of heat 
• If you cannot get off the exhaustion and heat stroke. 
water, seek shelter in a cove. WATER SKIING Skiers must •January and February 
• Monitor marine radio wear life jackets. • An ob- highs average .50°F; lo":s 
channel 16. server other than the boat can drop below 32°F. \ 

operator must be on the • Drink water often; you\ 
boat. • Display a ski flag body can lose fluids quick\y. 
when a kier is in the water. \ 

I 
\ 

SCUBA DIVING Always 
\ 
\ 
\ 

H UALAPA I 

INDIAN 

RESERVATION 

visitor center, entrance sta­
tions, or park website. 

PETS Keep pets on a leash 
(six-foot max imu m length). 
• Never leave pets alone, 
especially in a vehicle . Tem­
peratures inside can climb 
to 160°F; a pet can die ~ 
quickly. • Pets are prohibit-
ed on some designated 
beaches and in publi c eating 
places and public bui ldings. 

PROTECTED FEATURES 

IN THE WATER ife jackets 
are recommended fo r any­
one playing in or nea r water. 
• Pool toys are dangerous. 
· Watch your children. 
• Swim at you r own risk; no 
lifeguards. • Know and fol­
low all water safety rules for 
your water act ivity. 

dive wilh a buddy. · Mark 
you r lo ation with a diver's 
ilag. 

WILDLIFE AND PLANT 
CAUTIONS Scorpions and 
rattlesnakes will leave you 
alone unless disturbed or 
cornered. • Wear sturdy 
shoes; do not put your 

\ Federal law protects all nat-
ural and cult ural features 
including rocks, plants, ani­
mals, and artifacts. 

ON A BOAT An easy- to­
reach, approved life jacket 
must be available fo r every 
person on board. • Chi ldren 
12 and under must wear a 
life jacket. • It is illegal to 
operate a boat while under 
the influence of drugs or 
alcohol. • Water levels 
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DESER-r SAFETY hands or feet into a place 
FLASH FLOODS AND you can't see . •Do not sub-
LIG HTN I NG Flash floods \ merge your head in thermal 
can roar into areas un- waters- a microorganism in 
touched by rain. Never some hot springs can cause 
ca mp in a wash or a low- infect ion an d sometimes 
lying area; never drive death . · Avoid oleander, 
across a flooded road. its wood, and water from 
• Stay out of open areas d itches where it grows . 
where lightning may str ike . ~ 

MINES AND TUNNELS 
Chlor;de Do not enter old mines and 

tunnels; shafts and rotten 
t imbers are dangerous. 

\ 
ACcESSIBILITY We strive to 
make facili ties, services, and 
programs accessible to all. 
For information ask at an 
ent rance station or the visi­
tor cen ter, or check the park 
website. i 
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MORE INFORMATION 

' I Lake Mead 
Nat ional Recreat ion Area 
601 Nevada Way 
Boulder City, V 89005 
702-293-8990 

HUNTING AND FIREARMS www.nps.gov/lake 
You must have the appropri- / Hackberr/ \..... 
ate license and obey all reg- Follow us on Face book and 
ulations. • Hunting andr;re- witter. 
arms regulations are on the 
park website . Lake Mead is one of over 

400 parks in the National 
DRIVING Off-road dr ivmg Park System: Visi t www.nps. 

Silver Mountain . is prohibited. Use back- gov to learn more about 
country road maps from the parks . 
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To Needles, California and ~ To Needles, Cal ornia and @ 

Emergency call 911 
or park dispatch: 702-293 -8932 
Cell phone service is unreliable. 
'tl'GP0:2016-393·466/30828 New io 2014 
Pfi oted on recyd ed papi!r. 


