~ includes the ancestral homelands

Lake Mead

Lake Mead National Recreation Area is the largest recreation area in
the country. Its cool water, amazing vistas, and many miles of trails and
designated dirt roads attract millions of visitors who can find solitude
and beauty in all seasons.

Begin at Lake Mead Visitor Center, where rangers will help you plan
your trip. In the park’s other developed areas, you'll find marinas,
docks, restaurants, lodging, retail stores, and campgrounds.

In the summer heat, Lake Mead and Lake Mohave will beckon you to
fish, swim, kayak, and boat. Cooler weather will entice you to picnic,
camp, and explore established trails. We invite you to enjoy your

favorite land- or water-based recreational activities (options at right)

in this diverse and colorful desert landscape. Meander along trails to
reach Redstone’s covered

picnic areas and sandstone

landscapes. Explore the
pockets shaped by wind
and water.
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Life at Lake Mead
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This COYOTE will likely wait for cooler
_ evening temperatures to look for food. =
Desert coyotes are about half the size of
other coyotes and need less water—an

advantage in the desert.
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The SIDE-BLOTCHED LIZARD (above) and
COLLARED LIZARD (far right) are among 19
lizard species that live in the park. They o/ &~

are active at temperatures above 70°F. 2 & ¥
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Journey Through Our Geologic Past

This colorful landscape displays a rich geologic history. From
the red, iron-rich sandstone to the black basalt lava rock to the
gray, fossil-embedded limestone, Lake Mead reveals evidence
of nearly every type of geologic process.

Geologists use words like crash, push, deposit, break, and
erode to describe the how the landscape developed. Massive
blocks of Earth’s crust crashed together, creating mountains.
Magma pushed upward, forming volcanoes and lava domes.
Ancient seas deposited layers of sediment to make sandstone b §
and limestone. Wind and water eroded soils and rocks above
and below the surface, creating caves and canyons.

Fortification Hill (below) is a dark volcanic plateau that rises
just beyond the eastern shoreline of Boulder Basin. Hike and -,
scramble up 1,400 feet and take in the incredible views.

Weathering, erosion, and deposition can be seen along the
Bluffs Trail, where chunks of land slough off along the Las
Vegas Wash, and sediment is deposited in the channel’s twists
and turns. Rocks of every type—carried by water and other
geologic processes from the surrounding mountains—are also
scattered along the trail.

Trilobites (below) thrived in ancient, shallow seas. The tiny
fossils can be seen in limestone deposits along the Wetlands
Trail. Please don’t carve them out of the surrounding rock or
pick them up. Leave all rocks, plants, and artifacts in place so

that others may enjoy them. High mountains to the
west create a rain
shadow by blocking
moisture from the

Pacific Ocean.

Wind and rain carved unique shapes into the soft redstone. See
these shapes while meandering along a paved, accessible trail.

The distant mountains you can see from Lake Mead came
from faults scraping against each other. The Las Vegas Valley
still has several active fault lines that produce an occasional
earthquake.

FORTIFICATION HILL dominates views from
Boulder Basin. Behind, Wilson Ridge rises
to 5,455 feet. The “bathtub ring” marks
the historic high-water level in 1983.
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TRILOBITES lived in
the ancient ocean that
covered some of this
area. They became
extinct more than 250
million years ago.
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DIGENOUS HOMELAN

ake Mead National Recreation Area  NEW PEOPLE By the 1700s, European

~ Americans began to build small
towns along the Colorado, Virgin,
and Muddy Rivers. In 1849 Mormon
pioneers arrived. In 1867 a rush
for gold and silver created more
growth. Seasonal flooding along
the Colorado River led to the pro-
posal for a dam to regulate river

ow, generate power, and provide

of several Native Tribes. Since time
immemorial, Numic- and Yuman-
speaking peoples have farmed,
collected mesquite beans and
prickly pear cactus fruit, and made
baskets, shoes, ropes, and dwellings
from local resources.

Boulder Dam was completed in 1936
and later renamed Hoover Dam. By
1941 Lake Mead reached full water
pool (1,219 feet in elevation), and in
1951 Lake Mohave was formed from
Davis Dam. A new generation of
tourists and locals from the Las

CREOSOTE plants,

~ water for drinking and irrigation.
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which smell like desert rain,

cover about 70 percent of the Mojave Desert.
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Lake Mead National Recreation Area
Arizona / Nevada

Lake Mead and Lake Mohave were formed when Hoover Dam
and Davis Dam were completed in 1936 and 1951. The Bureau of
Reclamation manages the dams and lake levels, supplying water
and electricity to over 25 million people in several states and
northern Mexico. In 1936 the National Park Service began to
manage land- and water-based recreation and protect the area’s
natural and cultural features. In 1964 Congress designated both
lakes and the surrounding 1.5 million acres as the first national
recreation area.

Running

Biking

Hiking
History/Ghost Towns
Hunting

Art

Meditation/Yoga
Horseback Riding
Ranger-Led Programs

Eighty-seven percent of the park is in the Mojave Desert, where
plants and animals have adapted to thrive with little water. The
desert is home to over 900 plant and 500 animal species, includ-
ing 24 that are rare or threatened.

ROADRUNNERS prefer running to flying. A GOLDEN EAGLE lifts off as DESERT
They’ve been clocked at speeds of over u“‘.. BIGHORN RAMS clamber into sight. Their
20 mph. concave hooves grip rocks, allowing them

PS / ANDREW J. CATTOR  J to scramble up steep terrain,
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COLORADO RIVER

HIDDEN RIVER From its snowy beginnings in
the Rockies, the Colorado River runs more than
_800 miles before it flows out of the Grand_
Canyon into Lake Mead and Lake Mohave. b
The lakes rise hundreds of feet above the old
riverbed, which still forms the border between
Arizona and Nevada. Davis Dam, at the park’s
southern edge, releases the river to flow south
toward Mexico.

v CHANGES Today the river is bringing less :
N | water into the park than in the past. Less snow
: __is falling in the mountains of Wyoming, Utah,
_ and Colorado, which means less water flowing

‘ nto the streams and rivers that feed the
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Find this red-on-buff pottery

bowl and other Indigenous
artifacts on the collections
page of the park website.
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gas Valley embraced recreatic
ake Mead and Lake Mohave, and a
ecreational “boom” began. =

W levels ave dropped, revealing been sub
istoric settlements like St. Thomas

and artifacts from beer cans to Native

~ American objects. The emerging
items provide information that
allows archeologists to study what
would have otherwise been lost. The
power a sacred site holds for Native
Americans is undiminished by having

AL o / e
EMERGING HISTORY By 2000
climate change began to cause
record-setting droughts in the
Desert Southwest. The water supply
has steadily decreased, and lake

this history.

Land-Based Recreation

Birding
Photography
Scenic Drives
Volunteering
Picnicking
Camping
Staying at a Lodge
Stargazing
Watching

Sunrise or Sunset

Yucca moths
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Desert
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* Leave all historic objects in place, -4
and take only pictures to allow
others to experience and research

THE QUEST TO REACH THE WATER
Crisscrossing, unapproved roads
were created when people tried to
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The view of Lake Mead and
FORTIFICATION HILL from Boulder

Basin is unparalleled.
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Water-Based Recreation

Motorized Boating
Waterskiing
Kayaking/Canoeing
Stand-Up Paddleboarding
Scuba Diving

Swimming

Fishing

COLLARED LIZARD
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The spines of BUCKHORN CHOLLA offer

. protection from desert heat and animals

seeking food.
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HOW PLANTS SURVIVE The Joshua tree is a
yucca that lives in the higher elevations of
the Mojave Desert. Pollinated only by the
yucca moth, it blooms after a wet winter
with freezing temperatures. The creosote
bush dominates the lowlands. Its tiny leaves

~ are coated with resin to hold in water. Wind,

- water, and wildlife transport wildflower
~ seeds, which rest in the soil until the next

~rainy season. ool b
B »,4;.‘- R . .
~ HOW ANIMALS SURVIVE During hot weather,
desert tortoises burrow under the ground to

il

SLER

Joshua tree

BRIAN WOLF

akes’ new

ehicles that use these roads can

ey
# animals and become trapped in soft
or water-saturated silt. To preserve
the area’s historical and cultural
features and for your safety, drive
only on approved roads.

damage historic sites, plants,and Gt



Exploring Lake Mead National Recreation Area

BLUFFS TRAIL On this trail, you
can see erosion and deposition.
Bring binoculars to view birds

in the Las Vegas Wash.
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ST. THOMAS Hike a two-mile
trail to see the remnants of a
Mormon settlement abandoned
in the 1930s.

PEARCE FERRY Explore the
spot where the muddy Colorado
River pours out of the Grand
Canyon into Lake Mead.

KATHERINE LANDING At Lake
Mohave, Katherine Landing has
beaches, boat launches, and
other amenities.

ALL IMAGES—NPS UNLESS OTHERWISE CREDITED

33 HOLE Picnic with a view at 33
Hole and then hike into the Owl
Canyon Trail’s narrow slots.

HISTORIC RAILROAD TRAIL
Follow the train route that hauled
supplies to build Hoover Dam.
The universally accessible trail is
open to bikes.

7

BLACK CANYON Bring your
paddlecraft, snacks, drinking
water, and life jackets to explore
hidden gems. Life jackets must
be worn between the dam and

Mile 43.
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