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North American Fruit Explorers
Jill Vorbeck

Route One, P.O. Box 94

Chapin, Illinois 62628

217 24577589

www.nafex.org

North Nut Growers Association
www.northernnutgrowers.org

NRSP5/IR-2 Virus-Test Fruit Tree Collection
Irrigated Agriculture and Research Center
Washington State University

24106 North Bunn Road

Prosser, Washington 99350

(509) 786 9251

bhowell@tricity.wsu.edu
www.nrsps.wsu.edu

Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic Plants
Monticello

P.O. Box 316

Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

(8og4) 984 9821

www.monticello.org

Western Cascade Fruit Society
http://www.geocities.com/wcfsfruit

Western Washington Fruit Research Foundation
www.wwirf.org

Worcester County Horticultural Society
Tower Hill Botanical Garden

11 French Drive

P.O. Box 598

Boylston, MA 01505-0598
www.towerhillbg.org
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Glossary

Cultivar

The abbreviated term for a “cultivated variety.” A man-made variation
within a species. The name of the cultivar follows the genus and species and
is denoted by single quotation marks. The initial letters of the cultivar name
are capitalized, e.g., Pyrus comvmunis “Winter Bartlett,” and the cultivar
name is not italicized (see also: “variety”).

Clonal dwarfing rootstock

A commercial horticulture term for dwarfing rootstocks that are clones

or genetically identical to each other. Dwarfing rootstocks are cloned to
perpetuate desirable characteristics and to guarantee a rootstock’s ability
to confer these characteristics upon the scion, such as extent of dwarfness,
disease resistance, and youthful bearing of fruit.

Clone

The scion portion of a tree propagated by grafting. A clone is genetically
identical to the parent. Clones, as opposed to seedlings, do not have genetic
variation (see also: “scion”™).

Cultural resource

Term for a building, site, district, object, or structure evaluated as
historically significant.

Dwarfing rootstock

A rootstock that limits the height of a grafted tree to be shorter than the
standard height (see also: “dwarf tree”).

Dwarf tree

A tree grown on a rootstock that limits its final height to be shorter than the
standard height. Dwarf trees are generally classified as semi-standard, about
two thirds of standard height; semi dwarf, about half of standard height; and
dwarf, about one third of standard height.

Espalier

A method of training and pruning trees in which branches are trained
horizontally in a single plane, usually against a wall, fence or trellis,
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Evaluation

National Register term for the process by which the significance and
integrity of a historic property are judged and eligibility for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places is determined.

Germplasm

The genetic material, especially its specific molecular and chemical
constitution that forms the physical basis of heredity and is transmitted
from one generation to the next. When applied to plants, it is the term given
to seed or any vegetative material from which plants can be propagated.

Grafting

A method of propagation in which two different plants are joined together
in order to take advantage of the special characteristics of each (see also:
“rootstock” and “scion”).

Graft union

The joint between the two parts of the grafted tree which have grown
together. When visible, the union appears as a line, scar, indent, or change
in bark pattern on the tree trunk. The height of the graft union on the trunk
has varied over time, and during the 19" century, was commonly buried at
planting (see also: “grafting”).

Historic context

National Register term for an organizing structure for interpreting history
that groups information about historic properties which share a common
theme, common geographical area, and a common time period. The
development of historic contexts is a foundation for decisions about the
planning, identification, evaluation, registration, and treatment of historic
properties, based upon comparative historic significance.

Historic integrity

National Register term for the unimpaired ability of a property to convey its
historical significance. Integrity is a measure of the physical authenticity of
a historic property or cultural resource.

Historic significance

National Register term for the value or importance of a historic property
within the patterns of American history, in relation to a historic context.
Significance may be in association with important events or persons, or for
importance in design or construction, or tor information potential.
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Interstem

A grafting method in which the rootstock and scion are joined by an
intermediate graft, known as the interstem (scc also: “grafting™).

Low headed tree

The term for a tree with a scaffold borne upon a short trunk. The head or
point of attachment of the main branches to the trunk is set by pruning

in the first or second vear after planting. The practice of low heading or
creating fruit trees with a low head on a short trunk, was used to control
height in the transition from standard to dwarf trees between 1881 and 1945.

National Register of Historic Places

The Nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation.
Authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the
National Register is part of a national program to coordinate and support
public and private efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect our historic and
archeological resources. Properties listed in the Register include districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and objects that are significant in American
history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture. The National
Register is administered by the National Park Service, which is part of the
U.S. Department of the Interior.

Naturalize

A term used to describe the ability of some plant species to sexually
reproduce outside of their native ecosystems, i.e., their ability to sexually
reproduce themselves as non-native or exotic plants.

Perry

An alcoholic beverage made of fermented pear juice. It is similar to cider,
in that it is made using a similar process and often has a similar alcoholic
content, around 8.5% alcohol by volume. The word is derived from the
French, poire.

Pomology

The scientific study and cultivation of fruits, particular tree fruits.

Registration

National Register term for the process by which a historic property is
documented and nominated or determined eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places.

Rootstock

The term used in grafting to refer to the root system (see also: “scion”).
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Scaffold

The framework of major branches growing from the trunk on a tree,

Scion

The term used in grafting to refer to the upper portion of the graft, typically
the aerial portion of the grafted tree.

Seedling

A tree grown from seed.

Sport

A genetic variation on a part of a tree, such as a limb, with different
characteristics, such as redder fruit.

Spur-type variety

A strain of a varicty manifcsted as trees with more fruit-bearing spurs and
fewer vegetative shoots than the parent variety.

Standard tree

A tree grown on its own roots or grafted to a seedling rootstock that allows
the tree to reach its natural height (see also: “dwarf tree”).

Strain

A variation within a specific variety or a specific cultivar (see also:
“variety™ and “cultivar™).

Variety

A naturally occurring variation within a species. 'T'he variety name is a Latin
name written after the genus and species. The variety name is italicized
along with the genus and species, e.g., Prunus cerasifera atropurpurea (see
also: “cultivar™).

Vegetative propagation

‘I'he process of producing a new plant from a portion of another plant, such
as a stem or a branch. Also known as asexual reproduction, the process
does not involve the mixing of genes from different parents as in sexual
reproduction. The new offspring is genetically identical or a cluone of the
parent.

Whip

The term for an unbranched young tree typically one to two years old.
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