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Abraham Lincoln in Indiana 

Young Abraham Lincoln was known for his ability and eagerness to 
read. 

In the fall of 1816, Thomas and Nancy Lincoln 
packed their belongings and their two children, 
Sarah, 9, and Abraham, 7, and left their Kentucky 
home bound for the new frontier of southern 
Indiana. 

Abraham Lincoln lived in Indiana for 14 years, 
from the age of 7 to the age of 21. During that 
time he grew physically and mentally. With his 
hands and his back, he helped carve a farm and 
home out of the wilderness. With his mind, he 
began to explore the world of books and 
knowledge. He experienced adventure and he 
came to know deep personal loss. The death of his 
mother in 1818 and the death of his beloved sister, 
Sarah in 1828, left deep emotional scars. But all 
those experiences helped make him into the man 
that he became. 


