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ABSTRACT 

In November 2 0 0 0 , HRA Gray & Pape, LLC, contracted with the National Park Service, Midwest Regional 

Off ice, to prepare a Historic Resources Study of the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial in Spencer County, 

Indiana (Contract No . P63000001 25). In 1962 , the National Park Service designated the Lincoln Boyhood site 

a Nat ional Memorial to preserve the family and boyhood home setting of Abraham Lincoln and the grave site of 

his mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln. The Lincoln family lived on the Thomas Lincoln farm from 1816 until February 

1830 , when they moved to Illinois. The memorial site includes a visitor center, park housing complex, memori­

al and designed historic landscape, walking trails, living history farm, a burial area, and wayside exhibits. Park 

administrative offices are housed in the visitor center. The site was designated a National Historic Landmark in 

1966 and was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1973 . 

This report is derived from research in primary and secondary records related to environmental history, 

Native American use and occupat ion, exploration, land use, settlement patterns, and commemorat ion of the lives 

of Abraham Lincoln and Nancy Hanks Lincoln. It utilizes both documentary research and field observations to 

determine and describe the integrity, authenticity, associative values, and significance of resources within the 

memorial site, as well as to highlight areas for future interpretive development. The study will serve as the foun­

dation for future cultural resource assessments and management plans. The historic context defines themes of 

area history; establishes a relationship between events and the built environment; identifies time frames and peri­

ods of significance for historic contexts; and identifies links between nat ional, regional, and local events. 

The Lincoln Boyhood Nat ional Memoria l is historically significant for its association with the early life of 

Abraham Lincoln and as the final resting place of Nancy Hanks Lincoln. Furthermore, the property retains a high 

level of integrity with regard to its historic landscape design, and the Memorial Building is an important con­

tributing element to the property's architectural significance. Finally, the property is significant for its association 

with the development of historic preservation theory over the course of the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

It began as a shrine to Nancy Hanks Lincoln and, by extension, the cult of motherhood that characterized the 

Victorian era. During the 1930s, the memorial was transformed to commemorate Lincoln and his lifetime of 

accomplishments. Thirty years later, the site's programs were expanded to include a parallel interpretive theme 

with the construction of the Living History Farm. The influences of each interpretive theme are clearly visible upon 

the extant cultural landscape and contribute to our understanding of the constantly evolving cultural and social 

phenomena of memorializing important personages in American history. 
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Chapter I Introduction 

I 

L I N C O L N 

In November 2 0 0 0 , HRA Gray & Pape, LLC, (HRAG&P) contracted with the National Park Service (NPS), 

Midwest Regional Off ice, to prepare a Historic Resource Study (HRS) of the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial 

in Spencer County, Indiana (Contract No . P63000001 25). In 1962 , Congress designated the Lincoln Boyhood 

site a National Memorial to preserve the family and boyhood home setting of Abraham Lincoln and the grave 

site of his mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln (Figure 1/inside cover). The Lincoln family lived on the Thomas Lincoln 

farm from 1816 until February 1830 , when they moved to Illinois. The memorial site includes a visitor center, 

park housing complex, memorial and designed historic landscape, walking trails, living history farm, a burial 

area, and wayside exhibits. Park administrative offices are housed in the visitor center. The site was listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1973. 

As a management too l , the HRS synthesizes cultural resource information from all cultural resource dis­

ciplines in a narrative designed to serve managers, planners, interpreters, cultural resource specialists, and the 

interested public as a reference for the history of the region and the resources within the park. This HRS is derived 

from research in primary and secondary records related to environmental history, Native American use and occu­

pat ion, exploration, land use, settlement patterns, and commemorat ion of the lives of Abraham Lincoln and 

Nancy Hanks Lincoln. This study utilizes both documentary research and field observations to determine and 

describe the integrity, authenticity, associative values, and significance of resources within the memorial site, as 

well as to highlight areas for future interpretive development. The HRS will serve as the foundation for future cul­

tural resource assessments and management plans. It defines themes of area history; establishes a relationship 

between events and the built environment; identifies time frames and periods of significance for historic contexts; 

and identifies links between nat ional, regional, and local events. 

This HRS also is designed to address deficiencies in previously completed Lincoln Boyhood National 

Memoria l cultural resource studies. These deficiencies are the result of changing cultural resource management 

theories and changing management needs arising from increased use of the site and the targeting of a broader 

audience. Furthermore, in recent years cultural resource managers have placed increased emphasis upon cul­

tural landscapes encompassing the totality of resources that form a system of land use or that now form a mul­

tiple-layer depiction of use over t ime. Natural features (as they influence cultural development), vegetation, land 

use patterns, and circulation systems are a few of the important elements of cultural landscapes. The Memoria l 

is located in an area rich with Indian, European, early United States military and settlement history, the interwov­

en effects of which are visible in the present landscape. To interpret and manage the primary cultural resources 

for which the monument was established, it is critical to understand the evolution of this cultural landscape. 
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METHODOLOGY 

HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

HRAG&P undertook a comprehensive literature search for this project in early 2 0 0 1 . This effort resulted 

in preparation of a chapter outline for the HRS and an annotated bibl iography of major primary and secondary 

sources to be used in the preparation of the document. The research effort began with initial consultation with 

park and regional NPS office staff and other local informants. It continued with a review of secondary resources 

and gray literature, fol lowed by primary-source materials at various Indiana repositories. HRAG&P's research 

focused on four efforts: (1) compi lat ion and mastery of the published literature; (2) familiarity with the primary 

sources on which the published literature stands; (3) original research in primary sources on issues that pertained 

specifically to cultural resources within the property; and (4) review of existing cultural resource documentat ion. 

Repositories consulted during the course of these investigations included the Lincoln Boyhood National 

Memor ia l , the adjacent Lincoln State Park, historical societies in Perry and Spencer Counties, the Indiana State 

Historic Preservation Off ice, and the Indiana State Historical Society. 

FIELD SURVEY 

Information derived from a review of the 1973 National Register nomination for the Lincoln Boyhood 

National Memoria l and from previously completed cultural resource studies, inventories, and surveys of resources 

guided HRAG&P's field survey, completed in 2 0 0 1 . During the course of f ieldwork, the location, integrity, and 

condit ion of all previously identified cultural resources were confirmed. The field investigations were informed by 

the findings of the documentary research, with particular care taken to identify and evaluate cultural landscapes 

and areas of high archaeological site potential. No subsurface archaeological investigations were conducted as 

part of this effort. Fieldwork took place in early 2 0 0 1 , with fo l low-up visits to photograph significant cultural 

resources taking place in August and November 2 0 0 1 . 

PROJECT PERSONNEL 

HRAG&P's Senior Historian, Patrick O'Bannon, served as the Principal Investigator for the project. He acted 

as the primary point of contact with the National Park Service, directed the field survey, undertook preliminary histor­

ical research, prepared the management summary and annotated bibliography, and edited the final report. Project 

Historians Lena Sweeten and Harrison Stamm Gowdy conducted some of the historical research, prepared the his­

toric context, identified areas in need of further research, and developed recommendations for additional interpretive 

programs. Graphic Artist Casey Fagin created the graphic layout and design of the final report. 

I 
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L I IN C () L N 

The historical record is as much a product of natural forces as of human endeavors. In much the same way, 

the extant landscape displays the interwoven influences of cultural and natural components in an ever-evolving rela­

tionship. In order to understand patterns of prehistoric human occupation in Spencer County, the natural environ­

ment of southern Indiana must be considered. Human societies at all levels of complexity are linked to the natural 

environment in a systemic or ecological relationship. This relationship can best be understood as the differential use 

of available resources, coupled with the strategies employed for exploitation of those resources. Environmental con­

straints work to define the set of settlement and subsistence options available to a particular social group. These 

include proximity to water, climactic patterns, access to lithic resources, and the presence of game and edible plants. 

Parameters such as these further affect site selection for settlements and influence the likelihood of the site's subse­

quent preservation. Only sites preserved through a combination of environmental, locational, and geographic fac­

tors remain sufficiently intact to yield information concerning prehistoric peoples. Consequently, the information 

available about patterns of human occupation in a given area is shaped both by the types of societies occupied the 

area and the contemporary and subsequent environmental conditions present at the site. 

PHYSIOGRAPHY-GEOMORPHOLOGY 

Spencer County is located in southwestern Indiana, approximately 150 miles south of Indianapolis and 

40 miles east of Evansville. It is bounded on the west by Warrick County, on the north by Dubois County, and on 

the east by Perry County. The 37-mi le southern boundary is formed by the Oh io River. Spencer County is approx­

imately 4 0 0 square miles in area.1 

This county lies within the Wabash Lowlands physiographic unit, the largest and westernmost unit in 

southern Indiana (Figure 2). It is situated south of the l l l inoian and Wisconsin glacial boundaries. During the 

Wisconsin Age (Late Pleistocene), the tremendous volume of water carried by the Wabash River created a lake 

that covered much of southwestern Indiana. Depositions dating from this era are responsible for the present 

topography of broad aggraded valleys separated by low, rolling hills. As a result, with the exception of the north­

eastern section, topographic relief in Spencer County is not great, with elevations generally ranging between 338 

and 6 6 0 feet above sea level. In these unglaciated areas, the soil is thin and easily worn away, particularly in 

comparison to the soil stratigraphy in the northern half of Indiana.2 

1 James H. Kellar, An Archaeological Survey of Spencer County, Indiana (Indianapolis, Ind.: Indiana Historical Society, 1956), 9. 

2 Allen F. Schneider, "Physiography," in Natural Features of Indiana, ed. Alton A. Lindsey (Indianapolis, Ind.: Indiana Academy of Sciences, 

1966), 48; William J. Wayne, "Ice and Land," in Natural Features of Indiana, ed. Alton A. Lindsey (Indianapolis, Ind.: Indiana Academy of 

Science, 1966), 32-36; Kellar, Archaeological Suney of Spencer County, 1 1-13. 
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Map of Indiana Showing Physiographic Units and Glacial Boundaries (Schneider, 1966: 41) 
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In southern Indiana, the Oh io River is bordered by bottom lands and floodplains as much as three-and-a-

half miles in width. During prehistoric times, extensive swamps and marshes paralleled the river. Fully one-quarter of 

Spencer County's area historically was dominated by marshy bottomlands and floodplains. A few shallow lakes were 

present as well, with the largest being Willow Pond, located in east-central Luce Township. Sand and silt ridges were 

interspersed among the swamps, and likely were dry except during periods of f looding. Kellar's archaeological sur­

vey of Spencer County suggests that many of these ridges were locales for aboriginal occupation.3 

Presently, with the exception of the Oh io River, Spencer County does not have any major waterways. Little 

Pigeon Creek and Anderson River form the western and eastern boundaries, respectively, of the county and both 

are comparatively modest streams. A number of small brooks exist, such as Big Sandy, Little Sandy, and Crooked 

creeks, but these often are dry during summer months. Dredging and draining are believed to have altered a 

number of stream courses. Deforestation of the area during the nineteenth century and subsequent agricultural 

practices also are likely to have contributed to changes in drainage patterns.4 

BEDROCK GEOLOGY 

Spencer County is underlain by rocks of Pennsylvanian age (late Paleozoic Era), the youngest bedrock 

formations found in Indiana (Figure 3). The dip in the rock beds is generally to the west from the Cincinnati Arch. 

The stratigraphy is dominated by siltstones and shales, interbedded with limestone formations and coal beds.5 

Bedrock geology determined the various lithic resources available for utilization by Paleoindian cultures, the types 

of soils in the area (which were significant to agricultural activity), and topography. In more recent times, the prox­

imity of the coal beds to the surface has resulted in the strip mining of much of the county. 

LITHIC RESOURCES 

Several limestones crop out within and near Spencer ounty that contain chert. These cherts include 

Hol land and Lead Creek. Hol land chert is a high quality blue-gray chert that crops out in southcentral Dubois 

and northern Spencer Counties. It was utilized by prehistoric peoples during all cultural periods for use as tools, 

blades, and spear points. Lead Creek has also been known as Lieber and "the black chert beneath the Mar iah 

Hill coal seam." It is a poor to medium quality fossiliferous chert found in residual contexts in much of Spencer 

3 Kellar, Archaeological Survey of Spencer County, 12-13. 

4 Kellar, Archaeo/ogica/Survey of Spencer County, 11, 13. 

5 Raymond C. Gutschick, "Bedrock Geology," in Natural Features of Indiana, ed. Alton A. Lindsey (Indianapolis, Ind.: Indiana Academy of 

Sciences, 1966), 1-3; Robert H. Shaver et al., "Compendium of Paleozoic Rock-Unit Stratigraphy in Indiana - A Revision," Bulletin 59 

(Indianapolis, Ind.: State of Indiana, Department of Natural Resources Geological Survey, 1986), Plate 2. 

5 
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Map of Indiana Showing Bedrock Physiographic Units (Gutschick, 1966:54) 
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County. Other chert resources in the vicinity include 

Ditney chert in Warrick County, Haney chert in Perry, 

Crawford, and Orange Counties, and Derby chert in 

Perry County. All of these are of medium quality. The high 

quality Wyandotte chert crops out some 35 miles to the 

east, along the Crawford and Harrison County border.6 

SOILS 

In the northern two-thirds of Indiana, soils are 

generally deep, silty, l ight-brown loams that are the 

result of glaciat ion. The unglaciated southern portion 

of Indiana has thinner, less fertile soil that consists of 

heavy clays, brown silt loams, or yellowish silty to 

sandy deposits. Their fertility was greatly depleted by 

pioneer farming practices that relied on a succession 

of corn crops without any crop rotation. Over the 

course of the nineteenth century, deforestation further 

contributed to problems with erosion and also led to 

increased instances of f looding and drought. During 

the 1930s, 100 ,000 acres in southern Indiana were 

assessed to be in serious stages of erosion (Figure A).7 

1935 Map Showing Percent of Sheet Erosion and Gullying by 

County (Sieber and Munson, 1994: 86) 

6 John L. Bassett, "Chert Resources of the Upper Patoka Drainage Basin," In Archoeo/ogica/ Salvage Excavations at Patoka Lake, Indiana: 

Prehistoric Occupations of the Upper Patoka River Valley, Research Reports No. 6, ed. Cheryl A. Munson (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana 

University, Glenn A. Black Laboratory of Archaeology, 1980), 89; Mark Cantin and Kenneth B. Tankersley, "Redefinition of Several Upper 

Mississippian and Lower Pennsylvania:! Chert Types in Southern Indiana" (paper presented at the 104*" annual meeting of the Indiana 

Academy of Science, South Bend, Indiana, 1988); Mark Cantin and C. Michael Anslinger, "Variations in Temporal Usage of Holland Chert 

in Selected Areas in Southwestern Indiana" (paper presented at the annual meeting of the Indiana Historical Society, Indianapolis, Indiana, 

November 1985); C. Russell Stafford, C. Michael Anslinger, Mark Cantin, and Robert E. Pace, An Analysis of Data Center Site Surveys in 

Southwestern Indiana, Indiana State University Anthropology Laboratory Technical Report 3, Prepared for Division of Historic Preservation, 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana State University Anthropology Laboratory, 1988), 19-21. 

' Writer's Program of the Works Progress Administration (WPA), Indiana: A Guide to the Hoosier State (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1947), 16-17. 
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Soils in Spencer County are formed in the Oh io River f loodplain and terraces, from sands derived from 

Pleistocene glacial outwash and related lacustrine deposits, from f ine-grained windblown (loess) deposits, and 

from weathered sandstone and shale bedrock. The Silvan-Alford-Hosmer Association consists of silts and loess 

derived f rom windblown deposits on the eastern edge of the Wabash River Valley. These soils are found on gen­

tly rolling hills and ridges, and are generally wel l-drained. The Zanesville- Gi lp in-Monteval lo Association soils 

form in dissected sandstone and shale uplands in the northern half of Spencer County. These soils are moder­

ately to poorly drained. The rugged character of this area of the county historically has not lent itself to profitable 

agricultural pursuits.8 

The alluvial terrace soils along the O h i o River, primarily of the Wheel ing series, are developed in silty 

and sandy al luvium. The well-drained Wheel ing soils provide a rich basis for agricultural endeavors, an asset 

important to Paleoindian cultures, successive Indian tribes, and Euroamerican settlers. In comparison, related 

alluvial terrace soils such as Sciotoville soils are moderately well drained, Weinbach soils are somewhat poorly 

drained, and the Giant soils are poorly drained. The Bloomfield- Princeton Association formed in the sand dune 

belt along the eastern edge of the Wabash Valley. The Bloomfield and Chelsea soils are well drained fine sandy 

loams that also were conducive to crop cultivation, while the Ayrshire and Lyles soils are somewhat poorly drained 

loamy fine sands.9 

CLIMATE 

Pollen studies conducted in areas adjacent to southern Indiana indicate several climatic shifts occurred 

in Indiana during the Holocene Period. As the glacial ice sheets retreated across North America, spruce-domi­

nated boreal forests occupied areas adjacent to the ice margins, including northern Indiana. Open subarctic 

grasslands were also present, probably in a complex mosaic on the landscape defined by local condit ions.10 

Gradual warming occurred after 10 ,000 B.C. and spruce forests were replaced by northern oak and p ines . " 

A dryer, warmer climatic interval occurred from 5 0 0 0 to 2 0 0 0 BC. This resulted in a significant retreat 

of grasslands from northern Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Minnesota.1 2 The effects of this warming are unknown 

for the oak and pine forests of southcentral Indiana but, presumably, there was some shift of localized prairie 

areas. Subsequent to 2 0 0 0 BC, a climate much like the present prevailed, with occasional cooler and wetter 

episodes, and a modern deciduous forest. 

8 H. P Ulrich, "Soils," In Natural Features of Indiana, ed. Alton A. Lindsey (Indianapolis, Ind.: Indiana Academy of Science, 1966), 74-

77; Kellar, Archaeological Survey of Spencer County, 12. 

9 Ulrich, "Soils," 68, 73. 

0 J. C. Bernabo and T. Webb III, "Changing Patterns in the Holocene Pollen Record of Northeastern North America: A Mapped 

Summary," Quarfernary Research 8 (1976): 89. 

1 ' Bernabo and Webb, "Changing Patterns in the Holocene Pollen Record," 89. 

1 2 Bernabo and Webb, "Changing Patterns in the Holocene Pollen Record," 89. 
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