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1 INTRODUCTION

This Practical Guide to MAB is designed to inform Unesco Member
States, MAB National Committees, co-operating institutions and organizationms,
interested scientists and citizens, about the Man and Biosphere Programme
of Unesco (commonly known as 'MAB"). It provides an introduction to the
objectives, organization and activities of MAB. It seeks to answer the
questions:

What is MAB?

What does it do?

How does it work?

How can one get involved?
Who is responsible for what?

Further information can be obtained by writing to:

MAB Secretariat

Division of Ecological Sciences
Unesco

7, place de Fontenoy

75700 Paris

(France)

Telephone: (1) 45.68.40.68
Telex: 204461 Paris

Telefax N°: 45671690.

2. WHAT IS MAB?

The MAB Programme is a nationally based, international programme
of research, training, demonstration and information diffusion aimed at
providing the scientific basis and the trained personnel needed to deal
with problems relative to rational utilisation and conservation of resources
and resource systems and, to human settlements.

The MAB Programme emphasizes research for solving problems: it
thus involves research by multi-disciplinary teams on the interactions between
ecological and social systems; field training; and the application of a
systems approach to understanding the relationships between the natural
and human components of development and environmental management.

5 A THE MAB STRUCTURE

MAB is a decentralized intergovernmental scientific programme with
field projects and training activities in over 100 countries. These are
carried out by scientists and technicians from universities, Academies of
Sciences, national research laboratories and other research and development
institutions under the auspices of more than 100 MAB National Committees.

The International Secretariat for the MAB Programme is located
at Unesco Headquarters in Paris at the Division of Ecological Sciences.
MAB is one of the intergovernmental scientific programmes of Unesco; it
has 1its own intergovernmental governing body: the MAB Internmational
Coordinating Council (ICC).




Overall Organization of the MAB Programme

The organization of the MAB Programme can be represented by the
diagram in Figure 1.

There are two levels of organisation, namely within Unesco itself
and within the MAB Programme.

Within Unesco, the MAB Programme is one of the intergovernmental
programmes of the Science Sector whose activities make up the '"s'" in Unesco.
The MAB Programme, being interdisciplinary 1in nature, touches on and
complements activities of other Unesco programmes. Every effort is made
by the Secretariat to coordinate MAB activities with these programmes. For
the sciences, these include the International Hydrological Programme (IHP),
the activities of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC),
the International Geological Correlation programme (IGCP) and the Coastal
Marine Programme (COMAR). Cooperation is also sought with the Social and
Human Sciences Sector for activities relating to urban systems, with the
Education Sector for environmental education and training in relation
particularly with the joint Unesco/UNEP International Environmental Education
Programme (IEEP), and with the Sector for Culture for conservation of the
natural heritage in biosphere reserves and sites inscribed on the World
Heritage List under the convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage.

Within the MAB Programme itself, activities are first coordinated
on the national level by the respective MAB National Committees (see section
3.2). The MAB National Committees organise their national contribution to
the international MAB Programme through conducting comparative studies (see
section 4.4.2), implementing pilot projects (see section 4.4.1), organising
training activities (see section 8), and by setting up biosphere reserves
which can act as a locus for all the former (see section 5). Within a country,
these different elements form the national network of MAB activities (eg
the national network of biosphere reserves): for countries within the same
geographic or isoclimatic region, they add together to form regional or
thematic networks which promote the exchange of information and personnel
(see section 6). On the global scale, national activities add together to
form international networks, for which the best example is the international
biosphere reserve network.

The key link between the nationally-based activities and the
international MAB programme in Unesco lies with the MAB National committees,
described in the following section. The entry point to Unesco is through
the international MAB Secretariat, whose function and composition is described
in section 3.6. Unesco itself has some 158 Member States, of which more
than 100 participate in the MAB Programme.

3 2 MAB National Committees

Rationale

MAB was launched as an international intergovermmental programme
whose execution primarily concerns the Member States of Unesco. The first
MAB-ICC therefore recognised that each Member States wauld need to identify
a qualified, permanent focal point at the national level, not only to define
and implement national MAB activities, but only to establish and maintain
regional and internmational links using the MAB framework. Thus the Council
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recommended in 1971 that each participating Member State establish a MAB
National Committee to fulfill these functions.

Guiding principles

At its first session in 1971, the MAB-ICC outlined the five "guiding
principles" which are presented below in up-to-date form:

(i) MAB National Committees should be composed of scientists whose
value is recognised by the national and international scientific
community;

(ii) MAB National Committees should be interdisciplinary and concerned

with the main elements of the MAB Programme;

(iii) MAB National Committees should serve to ensure a full national
participation in the programme and this includes, on the one hand,
representatives of wuniversities and research institutions and on
the other, representatitives of different specialised government
agencies. The latter should ensure appropriate coordination both
at national and at international levels;

(iv) MAB National Committes should establish adequate links with other
National Committees of other governmental and non-governmental
programmes (such at the International Hydrological Programme, IHP;
the Scientific Committee on Problems of the Environment, SCOPE;
the International Geosphere/Biosphere Programmme, IGBP, for example);

(v) MAB National Committees should prepare and recommend to their
governments the content of the national programme, taking national
priorities into account, as well as practical possibilities and
international needs.

Evolution

Since the recommendation of the ICC in 1971, as of mid 1987, there
are over 100 MAB national Committees. Over the years, the MAB-ICC has
emphasised the following points regarding MAB National Committees:

- membership: MAB national Committees call for a diversity of
disciplines and particularly for representation from the social
sciences, and from national planning agencies (R and D);

- MAB National Committees need sound scientific advice for
developing MAB projects on the national level, and for a rigorous
screening process in proposing research projects as MAB pilot
projects, comparative studies, biosphere reserves for
international recognition under the MAB programme. To meet
this need, some MAB National Committees have established
specialised secretariats or directorates, or consultative panels
of scientific advisors;

- MAB National Committees need to have the necessary national
credibility to muster the human and financial resources needed
to carry out MAB activities at the national level and to ensure
the establishment of links with other MAB National Committees
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