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HISTORICAL DATA

INTRODUCTION

Since the Martin Luther King, Jr., Birth Home has already been partially
restored and refurnished, it is important to summarize the available informa-
tion on the goals of that restoration and the procedures followed by those who

carried out the refurnishing.

On August 17, 1871, Mrs. Alberta Williams King deeded to the Martin Luther
King Memorial Center the house and lot, 501 Auburn Avenue, where her son,
Martin Luther King, Jr., was born in 1929 and lived until 1941, when he was
12 years old.} Under the auspices of the Center (now known as the Martin
Luther King, Jr., Center for Non-Violent Social Change, Inc.), plans were drawn
up “to restore the building and furnish the rooms as they were during the time
of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birth and boyhood years.”?

Mrs. Alberta Williams King and her daughter, Mrs. Christine King Farris,
headed the restoration committee. The furnishings committee was chaired by
Mrs. Nina King Miller, a close friend of the King family; the other members
were Mrs. King, Mrs. Farris, and Mrs. India Crittenden, “a former neighbor and

friend from the earlier days on Auburn Avenue,

Most of the information on furnishings and interior details came from family
members, especially Mrs. King and Mrs. Farris. “Taped interviews with these

1 Fulton County Deed Book 5442, p. 545, Fulton County Courthouse, Atlanta, Georgia,
quoted in National Park Service, "Historic Structure Report, Martin Luther King, Jr.,

Birth Home,” p. 17.

2 "Restoration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Birth Home: Plan and Procedures,” 1975 (cited
hereafter as “Restoration...Plan and Procedures”). See Appendix A.

3 "Opening Tour—Martin Luther King, Jr. Birth Home," February 11, 1975 (cited
hereafter as “Opening Tour”). See Appendix C.
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family members and friends have been conducted and will be continued,” the . ‘

committee reported in 1975, “to provide house, neighborhood and life-style ']
information as a part of the future program for the house.”®

“Many original pieces that came from the house were available from family and
friends,” the 1975 committee report stated. “Style and form of the others has \
been determined from the memories of family and friends. These details were |
checked with sources such as the Sears Roebuck catalogs of the period for |
stylistic details,” Funds for the purchase of furnishings came largely from

academic s.orom;zes5 including Alpha Kappa Alpba, Sigma Gamma Rho, and |
Delta Sigma Theta.

Shortly before the house was opened to the public on February 11, 1975, Mrs. \
Farris, chairman of the restoration project’s advisory council, reported:

We have been working on the home since 1971 and the restora- ‘-
tion is now complete enough to admit the public. We were |
fortunate because Mother was able to personally supervise the \
painting, wallpapering and selection of some of the furniture
before she was taken from ug and the house is very much as it
was when Martin was born.®

The committee recognized, however, that the restoration was not complete and
regarded it as an ongoing project. Plans for family-oriented exhibits in the
downstairs bedroom never materialized, leaving a difficult-to-interpret empty
room in the middle of the first floor; token furnishing of the room as Pastor
Williams’ study only compounded the problem, since there is no evidence that
it ever served that function.” Upstmrs, the lack of a bedroom showing how
young Martin lived when he was growing up left another gap in the story.

These and other furnishing questions were still unresolved when the operation
of the Birth Home was turned over to the National Park Service in 1983, with
the understanding that the Service would carry out the necessary research to
document the history of the structure and its furnishings during the years
Martin Luther King, Jr., lived there.

4 "Restoration...Plan and Procedures,” 1975. These taped interviews have not been
available {o the author of this report.

5 Ibid.; Mrs. Benita Bennett, interview, January 6, 1984. See Appendix F.

6  Quoted in “King Center Annocunces Opening of Birth Home,” press release of the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for Social Change, dated February 6, 1975,

7 "Opening Tour," 1975.



The present report on the furnishings incorporates information gathered in
connection with the 1974-75 restoration project, in 1984 interviews with Mrs.
Farris and Mrs. Bennett, and in a 1987 interview with the Rev. Joel King, Sr.,
younger brother of Rev, Martin Luther King, Sr., and a resident of the house
from about 1927 to 1937. Since the site staff plans te conduct additional
interviews with members of the King family and friends from the 1930s and
1940s, this report may be subject to future revision on the basis of evidence not
presently available.

ANALYSIS OF HISTORIC OCCUPANCY

Occupants of the Auburn Avenue House, 1929-1941

At the time of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birth on January 15, 19293the family
in residence at 501 Auburn Avenue included the following persons:

Rev. A.D. Williams, aged about 65, the baby's maternal grandfather, pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church, a founder and past president of the Atlanta
Chapter, NAACP;

Mrs. Jennie Celeste Parks Williams, Martin’s maternal grandmother, known
as “Mama”;

Rev. Mike (not yet Martin Luther) King, almost 30, the baby’s father, pastor of
two small Baptist churches in the Atlanta area;

Mrs. Alberta Williams King, 25, the baby’s mother, daughter of Rev. and Mrs.
Williams, a talented musician who gave up her intended teaching career to
marry Rev. Mike King in 1926;

Willie Christine King, 16 months old, the baby’s older sister;

Joel King, 13, Mike King’s youngest brother who had come to live with Mike
and Alberta soon after their marriage;

8 Information in this section has been drawn from the following sources: Stephen B.
Oates, Let the Trumpet Sound (New York: Harper and Row, 1982); Martin Luther
King, Sr., with Clayton Riley, Daddy King, an Autobiography (New York: William
Morrow Company, 1980); Lerone Bennett, Jr., What Manner of Man {(Chicago: Johnson
Publishing Co., 1964); and Rev, Joel King, Sr., interview, 1987 {Appendix E).




Mrs. Ida Worthem (Aunt 1da), Mrs. Williams’ sister, who made her home with
the Williams family in her last years.

A third child was born to Mike and Alberta King in July 1930, a son named
Alfred Daniel, but generally known as A.D. His older brother, called at first
Mike, Jr., came to be known as M.L. after his father formally took the name
Martin Luther King, Sr., in 1933.

The first break in the family circle occurred in 1931 when Grandfather Williams
died of a heart attack while playing with little Christine. M.L.'s Great-aunt Ida
also died while he was a small child.

M.L.’s Uncle Joel, only 13 years his senior, remained a part of the household
through his college years until his marriage in 1937, when he left for his first
pastorate. He was an occasional visitor in later years.

“Mama” Williams, to whom M.L. was especially devoted, died suddenly in the
spring of 1941, Although she left 501 Auburn Avenue to her daughter Alberta,
the Kings bought a larger house on Boulevard, a few blocks away, and moved
in the summer of 1941, when M.L. was twelve. The Avburn Avenue house
thereafler was rented out.

Besides the permanent residents, there were also many visitors-—family and
friends—who stayed overnight in the one or two spare rooms available most of
the time. According to Rev. Joel King, there were no paying boarders during
these years.

EVIDENCE OF FURNISHINGS

General Evidence

The following evidence relates to the house in general rather than to specific
roOms.

Wall Treatments, During a visit {o the Birth Home about two weeks after the
building restoration had begun, Russell V. Keune, Director of Field Services,
National Trust for Historic Preservation, noted that “almost all of the interior
plaster had already been removed from the first and second floors.” He “urged
that immediate steps be taken to salvage whatever sections might be available
80 as to provide some documentary evidence of what the interior colors and
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wallpapers were.”? There is nothing to indicate that this recommendation was
followed, except, perhaps, for the trim paint. Interior paint colors and finishes
for the 1929-1941 period were selected on the basis of Mrs. Alberta King’s

memory, as confirmed by “analysis of the old paint chips.”

Wallpapers for the rooms to be furnished were chosen by Mrs, King “as those
available patterns that were closest to those she remembered.””* In rooms not
refurnished, paint was applied directly on the new plaster; there is no recorded
evidence of the original wallpaper in these rooms.

Floor Coverings. For the living room Mrs. King selected a new rug “similar
to the one she originally used.” Mrs. Farris recalled that:

Other rooms had linoleum, floor-size rugs. Since this material
was not available [in 1975), vinyl rugs with similar patterns
were chosen. If some linoleum rugs can be found i in the course
of the continuing project, they will be substituted.’

The Rev. Joel King, Sr., remembered linoleum on the floors in the kitchen,
hallway, and bathroom downstairs; woven rugs in the entrance hall, living room,
and bedrooms; and a bare floor in the dining room.’

9 Russell V. Keune, Director, Field Services, National Trust for Historic Preservation,
field report of meeting on February 21, 1974, with officials of The Martin Luther King,
dJr. Center for Social Change and representatives of other organizations interested in
the restoration of the Birth Home {cited hereafter as Keune, field report, 1974),

10 "Restoration...Plan and Procedures,” 1975.

11 Ibid.

12 Ibid.

13  Rev. Joel King, Sr., taped interview, November 13, 1987 (cited hereafter as Rey, Joel
King, 1987 interview).



Lighting Fixfures. According to Mr, Keune and the restoration committee,
Mrs. Farris remembered that the ceiling lights were operated by pull chains
rather than by wall switches.!* Ceiling lamp holders of this type were installed
during the restoration. Itis not known whether any of the original fixtures were

still in place and retained.

Fireplaces and Heaters. “Mantels and fireplae tiles were extant...,
Fireplace grates and heatrola or circulator heaters which were used before
central heating will be researched and an attempt made to find examples.”

Use of gas heaters during the historic period, after central heating had been
introduced, is evidenced by the following:

According to an interview conducted with Mrs. Farris on July
19, 1883, there were gas heatersin the house the day the family
moved from Auburn Ave. to Boulevard. Evidences remaining
in the house confirm this recollection. However, it i1s unknown
as to when these h-aters were added, but it is obvious that they
were added during the historical period. Therefore, gas heaters
can be added to the hokxse as well as left out and either way be
historically correct.....

The Rev. Joel King, Sr., did not recall the gas heaters, which may indicate that
they were added after he left about 1937,

In the same report, the unidentified architect mentioned that “many of the
fireplace hearths either have damaged or missing tiles; these,” he recommended,
“should be replaced in kind, Because these tiles are nonexistent, we recommend

that they be custom made.”*®

14  Keune, field report, 1974; “Restoration...Plan and Procedures,” 1975.

15 "Restoration...Plan and Procedures,” 1975.

16 "Histeric Structure Report, The Martin Luther King Birth Home, Martin Luther King,
Jr. National Historic Site, Atlanta, Georgia,” p. 29 (Denver Service Center, National
Park Service, November 1986) (cited hereafter as HSR),

17  Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

18 HSR, p. 30.




In regard to fireplace covers, the architect reported:

There are very few fireplace covers present in the house (not
mentioned in inventory). Even though these are [not?] directly
attached to the structure, they are still considered as part of
the structure. These covers are in a great need of revarnishing
and repainting where needed.”

In a 1984 interview Mrs. Bennett, a long-time resident of Atlanta, suggested
that “in all probability there were blowers in this house that went in front of the
fireplaces, so that you could close it off when you weren’t using it and to keep
the draft from coming down.”. A blower, she explained,

is a piece of metal and it was usually decorative...and it even
helped you get the fire started. If would be back, like this
outline in here [in living room fireplace) and it would fit in this
area and it would have handles on it, so that you could pull it
out and also push it in when you got ready to start it. But this
[referring to a wooden fireplace cover in the restored living
room] is a piece that would have come along later in order
to..make it vergodecorative. But this would have nothing to do

with the fire....

The original stoker-fed coal furnace, probably dating from the 1930s, is still in
the cellar, though no longer operative, having been replaced by an cil-burner
after 1971.

Pictures. According to Mrs. Farris, “there weren't that many pictures,”
photographs or prints, on the walls, although she did remember some mirrors.
“I guess we didn't take that many pictures,” she explained, “and I'm beginning
to see that now, because I don't have but very few pictures of that time.”

19 Thid.

20  Mrs. Bennett, taped interview, January 6, 1984 (cited herafier as Bennett, 1984
interview).

21  Mrs. Christine King Farris, taped interview, March 13, 1884, with Mrs. Coretta Scott
King {cited hereafter as Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview). Rev. Joel King, Sr., recalled a
few pictures, which are mentioned in the evidence on the living room and kitchen (1987

inferview).




Plants and Flowers. Mrs. Farris remembered that there were pink hollyhocks
in front of the house, rose bushes in the front and back yards, and petunias and
coleus in the hanging flower boxes on the parch. Her mother had cut flowers in
the house but “not too many potted plant,s.”22 “It is commonly known,” reports
another source, “that Mrs. Martin Luther King, Sr., was very fond of flowers.”®

Reading Matter. Although young Martin showed early an interest in reading,
there is little information on the books, magazines, and newspapers that he had
access to while growing up in the Auburn Avenue house. Mrs. Farris is the
source of the only specific reference to books in this house:

We had an-encyclopedia and everything, because my aunt, my
great-aunt, who was my grandmother’s sister, lived withus and
she used to read to us all the time, out of the Book of Wisdom
encyclopedia, and I remember she used to point out to us about
the gorillas and the apes and so forth. She used to read to us
all the time, fables, things like that.2#

Most of the books, according to Joel King, were in the bedrooms.®

22  Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview.
23 Ibid.;HSR, p. 31.

24  Mrs, Farris, 1984 interview. The "Book of Wisdom encyclopedia” may have been The
Book of Knowledge, a children's encyclopedia popular in the 1920s and 1930s,
published by The Grolier Society.

25 Rev. Joe! King, 1987 interview.
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Evidence for Specific Rooms

Porch

The porch extends across the front of the house and down the west side, with a
front door leading into the entrance hall and a side door opening into the hall
under the staircase. In warm weather the porch was a favorite place for the
children to play and for older family members to sit and visit with friends and

neighbors or just wave to passers-by.

In one of the few family photographs from the 1930s (not available for reproduc-
tion in this report) some of the porch furniture is visible, including at least two
wooden rocking chairs with woven seats and backs and wooden planters hang-
ing from the porch railing. There was a door mat at the front door, but no
matting on the floor, and no furniture along the side porch, where the children

often played.2 7

The original ceiling hooks for a porch swing are still in place at the east end of
the front porch. The swing that was there when Joel King lived in the house
(1927-37) is gone, but a similar swing was procured for the restoration.

26 "Opening Tour.”
27  Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

28 "Opening Tour"; Joel King, 1987 interview.
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'The flowers in the planters were usually petunias and coleus, while in front of
the porch grew pink hollyhocks.

When the house was restored, Mrs. Leana McCain donated “wooden rockers
with wicker seats and backs that are similar to the originals.

Entrance Hall (F-1)

What the family called this space is not clear. When the restored house was
opened to the public in 1975, tour guides were instructed to call it the entrance
hall.3! In 1884 Mrs. Farris referred to it as “that little foyer or hallway.” In
1987 Rev. Joel King called it “the hallway. 32 Planning documents variously
refer to it as the entrance foyer, entry hall, and entrance hall.®3 Unless the
actual 1929-41 usage can be established, this report recommends the use of
entrance hall, on the assumption that the restoration committee followed Mrs.

Alberta King’s lead on this,

The function of this small (94" x 117} area is more certain. Visitors greeted at
the front door found themselves in a sort of vestibule, dimly lit in the daytime
by two windows locking cut on the porch. To the left was a large opening into
the living room; straight ahead the narrow hall that led to the other first floor

29  "Opening Tour"; Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview,

30 "Opening Tour."

31 Ibid.

32  Mrs, Farris, 1984 interview; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

33 1974 restoration plans, J. W. Robinson & Associates, Inc. (see HSR, Appendix D) ;
undated, unlabelled sketch plans, historian's files, Martin Luther King, Jr., National
Historie Site MALU); Martin Luther King, Jr., Birth Home drawings, NPS
489/62,056-62,060, March 1984.

12



rooms and the stairs to the second floor. Visitors could leave their hats, coats,
and umbrellas out here, but family members usually used a rack in the stair
hall. There is no evidence that the entrance hall was used as a waiting room;
both Pastor Williams and Pastor King conducted most of their church business
at the church. The entrance hall did provide overflow space for choir members

on rehearsal evenings.

Mrs. Alberta King selected for the restoration modern wallpaper similar to the
original paper. The ceiling light with pull chain is of the type remembered by
Mrs. Farris. Rev. Joel King recalled a “little chair..just inside the door,” a
coatrack that was rarely used, and a carpet on the floor.™ The restoration
committee placed in the room a whatnot and a small table that wereinthe house
originally but not necessarily in the entrance hall. 36 Also original are two hats
that belonged to Rev. Martin Luther King, Sr.37 The hall rack, donated by Mrs.

Mamie Raiford Hamilton, a neighbor, is said to be similar to the original oak
hall rack “with a lift-up bench and mirror which stood near side entrance in
stair-hall.”*® What kind of rack stood in the entrance hall is not recorded.

Curtaips and window shades were selected by the committee under Mrs. King’s
dlrectmn and are, therefore, presumably similar to the ongmals

34 "Opening Tour."
35 "Restoration...Plan and Procedures™; Rev. Joel King interview, 1987,

36  Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview. The whatnot was in the living room when the house
first opened ("Opening Tour").

37 Mrs. Farris interview, 1584,
38 "Opening Tour.”

39 "Restoration...Plan and Procedures.”

13




Stair Hall (F-2)

This middle portion of the hallway is 16'6" long and 5’ to 9'6" wide. Itslong east
wall is broken only by the door to the downstairs bedroom. On the other side of
the hall are the stairs to the second floor, the side porch door, and the cellar
stairs, covered with a trap door in the {loor. At the north end a pair of French
doors separates the entrance hall and stair hall. These may have been kept
closed in cold weather or when there was a meeting in the living room.

The stair hall was obviously little more than a passageway, with room for few
furnishings, The only documented piece of furniture, an oak hall rack with a
mirror and lift-up seat, stood “near side entrance in stair-hall.” The original
hall rack is gone; one similar to it was donated by a neighbor, Mrs. Mamie
Raiford Hamilton, but the restoration cominittee placed it in the entrance hall
near the front door instead of in the stair hall near the side door.

A telephone was located in the stair hall where it was equally accessible from
all the first floor rooms. According to Rev. Joel King the telephone was at one
time on the wall next to the Williams’ bedroom door but he chiefly remembered
it being on the north wall over the stair landmg The original instrument is

not extant 42

Three stories about young Martin Luther King, Jr., are associated with the stair
. hall. The first dates from about 1936, when he was seven years old. According
to Mrs. Christine King Farris, her father, recuperating in the big downstairs
bedroom from a tonsillectomy, was talking with visitors one evening afer the
children had been sent upstairs to bed. “We did not always go right away,” Mrs.
Farris admits, and this time young M.L. perched himself on the upstairs hall
banister where he could hear and see what was going on below, He dozed off,
however, tumbled over, and landed dramatically on the cellar trap door just
outside his father’s room. M.L.’s mother rushed to him and saw that his eyes

were *“walled [or rolled] back.

40 "Opening Tour." Rev. Joel King (interview, 1987) said: “Along under the steps there
was where we kept our clothes.”

41  Rev. Joe! King, 1987 interview.
42  Mrs. Bennett interview, 1984,

43  Mrs. Farris, as quoted in “Opening Tour.®
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Then I guess Mother kind of shook him and he came to; I don’t
even think they carried him to the hospital. They examined
him, but nothing—just a fall, It was really a miracle. And he
fell on his head, I understand.

My uncle Joel was coming in the house, because he lived with
us...and he had...a bag of groceries...and I recall [ heard and I
got up and I saw that Joel had dropped the groceries and went
to M.L. and I saw these two different forms and I thought that

maybe M.L, had come apart. I eouldn’t figure it out for a
while. 4

Another story, from an unidentified source, concerns the two brothers’ practice
of sliding down the banisters. Once M.L. knocked down Grandmother Williams
who was standing at the foot of the stairs. Thinking that he had killed her, the

story goes‘cisM.L. ran upstairs and tried to kill himself by jumping out a
window.

The third story, told by his brother A.D., aptly demonstrates that as a youngster,
Martin Luther King, Jr., had yet to espouse the doctrine of non-violence with
which his name has become indelibly associated.

Iremember once, that I was giving our sister Christine...a hard
time, and he told me to cut it out. I kept on with whatever I
was doing, and M.L. suddealy reached over and picked up the
telephone. I thought he was going to call Daddy or Mother,
wherever they were, but he didn’t. He conked me over the head
with that phone and almost knocked my brains out, *®

44 Mrs. Farrig, 1984 interview; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
45 Oates, Let the Trumpet Sound, pp. 8-9.

46 Quoted in Bennett, What Manner of Man, p. 24.
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Living Room (F-3)

When the house was first built, this room, approximately 14 feet square, was
probably a formal parlor and the room behind it the back parlor or family sitting
room, but during the years the Williams and King families lived there the front
room was the “living room” and served both functions. It was “a major gathering
place” for the family and their friends and it was used for choir rehearsals,
church meetings, and occasional public meetings arising out of Rev. Williamsg’
and Rev. King’s involvement in eﬂ'orl:; to improve the lot of Atlanta’s black
citizens during the 19208 and 19308.47 It was here, for instance, that black
teachers of Atlanta met in 1936 to organize for their equal pay fight.*® The
living room and adjacent entrance hall were used for rehearsals of the Ebenezer
Baptist Church choir, organized by Mrs. Alberta King in 1932. Her daughter,
Mrs. Farris, remembers helping serve the choir members cookies and hot

chocc»late.4

The Ricca & Son upright piano in the restored Birth Home is the original piano
given to Alberta Williams by her parents before she went to study music at
Hampton Institute. It remained in the house until the Kings moved away in
1941. Mrs. King held on to it until ber death in 1974. The following year it
came back to the house on Auburn Avenue.

Music was an integral part of the household. Mrs. King, Sr.,
played and sang and worked with the church music, sometimes
the family sang spirituals and hymns together.

47 "Opening Tour™; Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview; Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview; Rev. Joel
King, 1987 interview,

48 Martin Luther King, Sr., with Clayton Riley, Daddy King.

49 "Opening Tour." Joel King (interview, 1987} explains that Mrs. King held choir
rehearsals and occasional women’s church meetings at home because she could not
leave the children alone at night.

50 Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview,
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Children all took piano lessons. Martin’s sister, Mrs, Farris,
tells stories about the lessons, especially about a teacher who
would strike the children’s fingers when they hit a wrong note.
At one {ime a roll-up type piano stool was being used. The
children knew it was loose, but said nothing. One day while
Christine was talmrg her lesson, and M L. was close by waiting
his turn, the piano teacher jarred the seat loose and landed on
the floor, much to the children’s enjoyment.5!

Mrs. Farris has also pointed out that, if you look closely at the piano, “you can
see where my brothers hammered onit,” adding that M.L.. and A.D. “didn’t want

to take music sometimes.™

About 1924, when she began teaching school, Alberta Williams is said to have
bought a three-piece parlor suite consisting of a sofa and two chairs. These have
been described as “upholstered, but not massive, with ornamented band of wood
across the back of the sofa,” and maroon cut-velvet upholstery. This set is not

extant. 53

Rev. Joel King remembered the living room as containing the piano at an angle
in the southeast corner, a victrola on the east wall, a sofa between the north
windows, a rocking chair, and at least one large picture of “a farm, old-fashioned
picture like they were gathering wheat,” There was a “real carpet” on the floor.
Up to 1937, when he left, there was no radio in the living room. A wood or coal
fire in a grate in the open fireplace provided heat before the installation of

central heating.

Other evidence for living room furnishings is found in the “Opening Tour” guide,
as follows:

Pavenport Table—Long narrow table which stood behind the
sofa, and often had a vase of cut flowers on it.

51 "Opening Tour.”

52  Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview. Joel King (1987 interview) recalled that M.L. learned to
play better than Christine and A_D. and he regretted that they had not made him take

musie, t00,

53 "Opening Tour."

54  Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
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Floor Lamp—~White shade and brass pole of this Jamp is like
original. Found in home of Miss James Dibble in South
Carolina by commitiee member Mrs, Palmer.

What-not shelves—an original piece from the house. Family
and friends remember small pitchers and animals which stood
on its shelves....

Majestic radio—This radio, donated by Mrs. Alverna Greene is
like the one purchased by the family about 1330.
Victrola—Loaned by Mrs. Albert Manley who found it in the
president’s home at Spelman College.

Curtains—Lace {ype which was placed on stretchers when
washed. Light manila shades are of type originally in house
which were pulled down with a crocheted ring.

Rug—Original was flowered pattern, room rug with fringe.
This one chosen by Mrs. King, Sr., as similar to the one she

originally had.%

When the house was opened to the publicin 1975 there were two brass vases in
the living room that had belonged to Grandmother Williams; one was later

moved {o the entrance hall.

As in other rooms, Mrs. Alberta King selected wallpaper similar to what she
remembered.

The unshaded ceiling light is as remembered by Mrs. Farris.?®

Williams/King Bedroom (F-4)

This large (156" x 14’), bright room, with its fireplace and bay window, was
probably intended to be a family sitting room when the house was built. It may
have been so used in the early years of the Williams’ occupancy, but it was Rev.
and Mrs. Williams’ bedroom at least from 1926 to 1931, when Alberta and Mike

55 "Opening Tour," The victrola is no longer in the house. The whatnot was later moved
into the entrance hall.

56 "Preliminary Draft of Inventory, MLK, Jr., Birth Home," January 11, 1975 (cited
hereafter as “Inventory,” 1975); photographic inventory of Birth Home, January 26,
1984 (cited as photo inventory, 1984), roll 2, frames 18 and 23.

57 "Restoration...Plan and Procedures.”

58 Ibid,
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King occupied the big upstairs bedreom (Birth Room). Sometime after her
husband’s death in 1931, Mrs. Williams moved upstairs and the Rev. and Mrs.
King took over the downstairs bedroom. Sources differ on whether the room
remained a bedroom until 1941, Mrs. Farris said that it was “used more or less
as a den”in later years, and that they played family games there, like Old Maid,
Monopoly and Chinese Checkers, Rev. Joel King, on the other hand, said that
this room was the King parents’ bedroom “all the time I remember” and that

the “den” was in the dining room.

The room has also beenidentified as Rev. A.D. Williams’ study, perhaps harking
back to its otherwise undocumented use in the years before 1926. Rev. Joel
King, however, points out that the pastor’s study was at the church, not at home.
When the restoration committee placed Rev. Williams’ desk here in 1975, for
lack of any other place to show it, they may have inadvertently fostered the
mistaken assumption that this actually was his study at one time.

The evidence at hand appears to indicate that this room was used as a bedroom
all or most of the time while Martin Luther King, Jr., was growing up, possibly
as a den or family room toward the end of that period.

Mrs. Alberta King selected wallpaper for this room similar to the paper she
remembered. There 18 no direct evidence on the furnishings of the Williams’
bedroom or of the den, aside from the games mentioned by Mrs. Farris.50

Plans for this room at the time the house was opened to the public called for an
exhibit “which would include family history, events and ideas of the movement
which Marhn Luther King, Jr., led, and the life-style and culture of the period
of his youth.”®® This plan has not been carried out. Instead, the committee
placed in the room Pastor Williams’ desk and photographs of Rev. A.D. Williams
and his wife, Mrs. Jennie Williams, thereby linking the room to Pr. King’s
maternal grandparents, although the sparse furnishings give no hint of the
room’s actual functions or appearance.

59  Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview; “Opening Tour™; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
60 "Opening Tour."

61 Ibid.
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Dining Room (F-§)

The dining room played an important part in the development of the King
children. “We used to have family meals all the time,” Mrs. Farris says. “That
was a regular routine, breakfzst and dinner” and both meals were served in the
dining room, “always the dining room.” Adults and children ate together, for
“that was the time for the family really to get together.... We had to be here at
dinner time and everybody had to be there around the table,” even when Pastor
King waslate getting home from Ebenezer Baptist Church down the street. “On
Daddy’s orders, M'I,,gg Chris and little A.D. recited Scripture at evening meals

in the dining room.

Other families might eat in their kitchen, at least for breakfast, but “here on
Auburn Avenue even this morning meal was laid out family style in the dining
room,” according to the 1975 committee notes. Breakfast typically consisted of
“eggs, grits and bacon all served on large platters.” Mrs, King and Mrs. Williams
served this and the other meals, assisted part of the time by Aunt Ida, who lived

with them.%?

The Rev. Joel King recalled that, sometime after he left, they “used the dining
room for a den there for a while,” with the table turned to allow more space at
the west side of the room.

The room measures 15'6" x 14". Original features include the built-in china
cabinet and part of the Kings’ dining room furniture. Although the "Opening
Tour" guidesheet of 1975 states that the buffet is original to the house, Mrs.
Farris has recently said that the dining room set was given to a church member,
who later donated the original table and chairs to the Birth Home, but not the
buffet. The buffet now in the house, Mrs. Farris said, was "selected by Mrs.
King, Sr. from an antique store.”®> The table was usually covered with a white

62  Mrs, Farris, 1984 interview; Oates, Lef the Trumpet Sound, p. 5.

63 "Opening Tour.”

64 Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview. Sinece he also mentioned their moving a TV into the
dining room/den, Rev. King may have been recalling something that took place when
A.D. and Naomi King lived in the house in the 1950s.

65 "Opening Tour"; Mrs. Farris, conversation with Park Ranger Barbara Tagger, 1989. In
her 1984 interview, Mrs. Farris was not sure whether it was the table or the buffet that

was original.
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damask cloth; a cloth of this type that belonged to Mrs. Alberta King is in the
site collection. Also in the collection is a brass crumber used by Mrs. King.66

Several pieces of glass and china that belonged to Mrs. Alberta King and her
mother were returned to the house in 1975 for display in the dining room. As
inventoried in 1975 these included the following:

Pressed glass
two pitchers, wheat-diamond patiern
sugar and creamer, scalloped border
sugar and creamer, Sandwich-type
vinegar cruet, roseties
sugar bowl, button-and-daisy pattern
butter dish, round, button pattern
Other glassware
two fruit compotes, Della Robbia-style
four ice creain dishes
wine glass, cut glass
bud vase, efched
mayonnaise dish
three-piece compote and saucer
Chira
platter, owned by Mrs, Williams
plate, owned by Mrs. Williams
dishes

A plate “in rose design,” presumably one of the above pieces of china, is further
described as “from original set that was given by Grandmother Williams to Mrs.
King on the occasion of her finishing course work at Morris Brown.

As in other rooms, Mrs. King selected wallpaper similar to the paper she
remembered from the 1930s. Mrs. Farrig remembered a linoleum Iugon the
floor; Rev. Joel King remembered a “plain, natural, hardwood floor,

66 "Inventory,” 1975.

67 T“Inventory,” 1975; “Opening Tour.”

68 Ibid.; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
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Kitchen (F-6)

The kitchen, measuring 11°6" x 13), retaing much of its turn-of-the-century
character, with exposed plumbing, an old-fashioned sink and drainboard, and
painted wainscoting. It is a bright room, with windows on the south and east
walls, Two doors in the northwest corner lead to the dining room and back hall,

respectively.

While the Williams-King family lived here, the kitchen appears to have been
used almost exclusively for preparing meals and cleaning up afterward. As
previously noted, the family regularly ate together in the dining room, although
Grandmother Williams often served young Joel King his breakfast in the
kitchen, when he was a college student.5?

Washing dishes was a chore assigned to the children, with somewhat uneven
success, as sister Christine recalled:

{When] it was time to wash the dishes, of course, I hate to say
it, but my brother [M.L.] had to go to the...bathroom each time
it was time for the dishes to be washed. That’s one thing that
he did; be didn't want to wash those dishes, neither of them
wanted fo do that. And my mother tried all kinds of things, She
would give us a rotating system; she’d set up a schedule, you
know-—this is your week {0 wash the dishes—but it always
ended up being my week, because there was something that
would happen, so they didn'’t do much washing of dishes.

As far back as Mrs. Farris remembered, they cooked on a gas range. “A lot of
people have been trying to say that it was a coal stove. Inever knew a coal stove.

69 "Opening Tour"; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview. See also Dining Room, above, for
evidence on meal service,

70  Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview.
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It was a gas stove. "1 Mrs. Farris later identified it as a Roper Gas Range; from
Roper advertisements (1923-25) she selected as most like her mother's range
the six-burner, five oven model (illus. 6) 2 The stove stood on the south wall,

with the stovepipe going up through the ceiling.

In the southeast corner of the restored kitchen stands a small stove, wood or
coal fired, for heating water. Its stovepipe vents through the kitchen ceiling,
Described as a “typical one for the period,” this water heater probably is original,
although Rev. Joel King did not remember such a stove in the kitchen during

his time.’

At the start of the period, a large icebox provided cold storage for food. Later,
probably in the late 19308, Mrs. King acquired a Frigidaire refrigerator. For
the restoration, a neighbor donated a small jcebox. ™

Like many kitchens of the days before built-in cabinets became standard
equipment, this kitchen had a free-standing, all-purpose kitchen cabinet, no
longer extant. A Hoosier cabinet donated to the Birth Home by Miss Lillian
Wright, a neighbor, is, according to Mrs. Farris, “very much like the cabinet that
we had.” Rev. Joel King thought they kept dishes and glasses in this cabinet. °

Toward the north side of the room there was a wooden-top table, “more of a work
surface than an eating place.” QOilcloth was tacked to the top; a cloth was laid

71 Ibid.

72 Memorandum, Superintendent, Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site, to the
author, June 17, 1985. For copies of Roper Gas Range advertisements the author is
indebted to the Rockford, Ilincis, Museum Association.

73  "Opening Tour"; Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

74 "Opening Tour"; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

75  "Opening Tour"; Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview,
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over this for meals. There were two cane-botiom chairs. Since the original table
and chairs were not available, the restoration committee placed here a maple

table and two matching chairs that had been used by the Kings after 1941 in
the breakfast room of their house on Boulevard,’®

The kitchen floor was covered with linoleum, green and white checkerboard
patiern. Asa temporary substitute, the restoration committee put down a vinyl
rug, hoping one day to find a suitable piece of linoleum.”?

Rev. Joel King recalled that there were at least two pictures and a calendar on
the walls but could not describe them. One picture hung above the sink, another

“little thing” hung ab,?sve the kitchen cabinet, and a “large calendar” hung next
to the south window.

Christine’s Room (F-7}

This room on the west side of the back hall, opposite the dining room, was
Alberta Williams® bedroom before her marriage. Mrs, Nina King Miller, who
was the future Mrs. King's close friend, remembered visiting with her in this
room. Before central heat:ing§ she reported, “bedrooms were warm places and
were used as living space.”” Later the room became Alberta’s daughter’s

768 "Opening Tour"; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
77 "Opening Tour"; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
78  Rev. Joe! King, 1987 interview.

79 "Opening Tour."”




bedroom. “That was while my grandparents were living, when I was young,”
Christine King Fams has said; “then my parents moved back downstairs, {and
things] changed O The implication appears to be that Christine occupied the
downstairs bedroom during her early childhood but moved upstairs sometime
in the mid-1930s. After that the downstairs room seems to have been a spare
bedroom. The Rev. and Mrs, Joel King were married in this room in 1937, the
groom’s brother officiating.®!

The white—painted bed, bureau, and dressing table now in the room are original
pieces, given to Alberta Williams by her father “as a birthday or Christmas gift”
and later by her to her daughter Christine, who has returned them to their
original setting. 82

On the bed, Mrs. Farrisrecalled, was a “Dutch girl spread,” a type made in rural
Georgia. Since a spread of this type was not available, the restoration commit-
tee accepted a “cotton bedspread, hand embroidered birds and flowers with pink
border,” as a gift from a committee member,

The doll furniture on the dresser in the restored room, Mre. Farris noted, “are
things that...we actually played with.” The girl's dress and socks that someone
placed in the restored room are of the period but not family-associated.

The wallpaper was selected by Mrs. King as similar to what was there in
1929-41. A vinyl rug placed on the floor was a temporary substitute for the
linoleum rug Mrs. Farris recalled.®

80 Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview.

81 Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

82 "Opening Tour"; Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview.
83 Mrs, Farnis, 1984 interview; “Inventory,” 1975.
84  Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview.

85 "Opening Tour."
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Downstairs Bathroom (F-8)

Without architectural investigation it is not possible to tell whether the
downstairs bathroom was part of the original structure or an early addition.
Since public water and sewers had reached this part of Atlanta by 1895, it could
date from the original construction, although g full bathroom on the first floor
would have been unusual. Perhaps it was added when two downstairs rooms
were made into bedrooms after the Williams family acquired the house in 1909.
In any case,it was in place before the King children came alongin the late 1920s.
“Christine has said to me,” reported Mrs. Bennett in 1984, “that...she never
heard her mother speak of any outdoor lavatories, that as far 88 she recalls there
was always this bathroom down here and the one upstairs.

The bathroom fixtures are no more precisely datable than the room itself. The
ball-and-claw-foot bathtub and the water closet certainly date from before 1929,
but the sink, space heater, and two towel bars could date from the 1930s or even
later. The vinyl floor covering is quite recent, replacing the green and white
linoleum Joel King remembered mopping as a boy. 7

Pantry (F-9)

“Also on that back porch...what we now use as a kind of storage closet—we called
that a pantry, but it wasn’t a food pantry,” Mrs. Farris recalled. “It was a storage
pantry and that’s where different things stayed that you weren’t using,” such
as roller sgkates, tricycles, and bikes, along with Mrs. King's housekeeping
supplies.

Since the north wall of this little (5' x 6’4") room is still covered with shiplap
siding, it was evidently at one time part of the back porch. The date of its
conversion to a storage room is not known, although it must have been in the
1920s at the latest. The wood shelving probably dates from the same time.

86  Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview.

87  Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

88  Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview.
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Back Porch (F-10)

Although it was enclosed by the time the King children were growing up, this
must originally have been an open or screened porch which included what later
became the pantry and possibly the downstairs bathroom. Further architec-
tural investigation is needed to confirm thig in detail, but the shiplap siding
indicates that this space was once outside the house, as does the retention by
the family of the name “back porch” for what had become, in effect, part of the
back hall. In any case, the change occurred not later than the 1920s, since Mrs.
Farris remembered it only as an enclosed area.

The back porch was “the place where washing and ironing were done in good
weather,” using wash tubs and a washboard in early years, a wringer-type
electric washing machine by the 19308.%® No other function is recorded for the
back porch, but it was probably also used for storage.

The washing machine, washtub, ironing board, irons and washboard on display

here since 1975 are not King-associated items. They were placed here to show
how laundry procedures have changed over the years.

Upstairs Hall (S-1 and S-2)

The upstairs hall extends the full depth of the house, about 50 feet, and is divided
into two sections: S-1, the back hall, and S-2, the front hall,

89 Mrs, Farris, 1984 interview. Asked if they had enclosed *what appears to have been a
small back porch,” Mrs. Farris replied, “It wasn’t a back porch. It was just a roof...an
extended roof.” It is not clear whether she was referring to a time within her own
memory or earlier,

90 "Opening Tour."

91 Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview,
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The back hall, separated from the front hall by a door next to the stair landing,
is about 22 feet long and 5 feet wide. At the south end it narrows slightly,
forming an entry to the upstairs bathroom off to the right; this section is also
one step down from the rest of the hall. In this entry area there is a sink,
probably dating from before 1930. The present door in the south wall, leading
to an outside stairway, is a pre-1937 replacement of the original window.%? The
metal ceiling lamp holders are modern, replacing porcelain lamp holders that
were there during the Kings’ time.

The front hall measures 28 feet from the stair landing to the north wall; itis 5
feet wide along the stairwell, widening to 9-1/2 feet at the north end of the
stairwell, This wider front section served as the King boys’ bedroom in the
mid-1930s, according to Rev. Joel King, Sr., their uncle. They shared a single
bed along the west wall and a small chest of drawers on the north wall; there
was a throw rug on the floor beside the bed. On the chest of drawers was a lamp
and probably the encyclopedia or Book of Knowledge®* After the boys moved
into Unele Joel's room about 1937, the front hall became a play area. The two
tables, treadle sewing machine, and small rug placed here by the restoration
committee are not King-associated pieces. 5

There are two windows in the front hall. One is over the side porch roof: the
other, originally a door, opens onto a small balcony overlooking the front porch
roof. This hallway is unusually rich in family associations. When Martin

92 Rev.Joel King, 1987 interview.
93 Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview,
94  Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

95 Mrs. Bennett, interview.
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Luther King, Jr., was born, his father was so joyful that, as he has wnitten, “I
jumped ugﬁin the hall outside the room where he was born and touched the

ceiling....”

A few years later little Martin fell from the upstairs hall railing to the hall below
and on another occasion, sliding down the banister, knocked his grandmother
down. The latter incident led to the first of his two abortive attempts at suicide
by jumping out a second story window, possibly one of those in the upper hail.?

At the age of 12, he tried again, driven by grief and guilt over the sudden death
of his beloved Grandmother Williams while he was out watching a parade

instead of home studying.?®

Front Bedroom (S-3)

Entered from the front hall, the front bedroom measures 13-1/2 feet by 14 feet.
It has two windows on the north side, a blank east wall, and a fireplace on the

south side.

“AsIwas coming up there wasalways a roomer,” recalled Mrs. Farris, “someone
who lived in the house, sogthat the front room upstairs was used for a person
who lived in the house,”™” In the 1920s the roomer was sometimes a young

96 King, Daddy King, p. 189.
97  See Stair Hall, above.

98 Both incidents are described in Bennett, What Manner of Man, pp. 18-19; Oates, Let
the Trumpet Sound, pp. 8-9, 13. Mrs. Bennett, a friend of Mrs, King, identified the
“front window”™ as the one Martin jumped from in 1941 (1984 interview). Since the
front window opens onto the balcony, it seems more likely that he jumped from the side
window or from & window in his own bedroom.

99 Mrs, Farris, 1984 interview,
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ministerial student from out of town, sometimes a relative such as Miss Woodie
King, Mike King’s sister, who lived with Rev. and Mrs. Williams while she was
going to college in Atlanta.!% When the King children were ﬁ)rowing up the
room’s main occupant was Aunt Ida, a sister of Mrs. Williams.” ™" Mrs. Farris
thought that her Uncle Joel had this room “a [ﬁood deal of the time,” but he said
that he always had the back bedroom (S-5).1

Since this rcom was not included in the 1974-75 refurnishing, no information
on ita furnishings was recorded. The wallpaper dates from 1974 and was not

intended to duplicate the original paper.

Birth Room (S-4)

What was, in effect, the master bedroom, is now known as the erth Room,
because Martin Luther King, Jr., was born there on January 15, 1929.1%% This
was the King parents’ bedroom f‘rom the time of their marriage in 1926 until
they traded rooms with Grandmother Williams somctime after 1931. It
remained Mrs. Williams’ room until her death in 1941, During these years it
was probably known to the family as Mama’s room.

The largest of the four upstairs bedrooms, this room measures 15 feet 3 inches
by 14 feet (15 feet 9 inches at the center of the bay on the east side). Thereisa
fireplace on the north wall, next to the closet door; two windows on the east side;
nothing on the south wall; and a door on the west wall opening from the hall

near the stair landing.

100 Mrs. Benneit, 1984 interview.
101 Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
102 Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview; Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

103 "Opening Tour."

104 See Wiliams'King Bedrooimn for evidence on the shifting bedroom arrangements during
the 192041 period Mrs. Williams was called “Mama” by her grandchildren; Mrs. King

was known as “Mother” or “Mother Dear.”
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Of the original bedroom suite, acquired by the Kings at the time of their
marriage, only the chifforobe was available to be returned to the room in 1975.
A cedar chest that had belonged to Mrs. Alberta King was also restored to the
room at that time. The other pieces of furniture—double bed with bowed head
and foot boards, vanity dresser with three-part mirror, and chest of drawers——
are of the period and similar to the original pieces remembered by the family.!

A “pcarlized” hand mirror from Mrs. Alberta King’s dresser set and a Bible used
by her husband are the only accessories now in the room associated with the
King family. A bedspread “used at the time of Mrs. Williams' death” was
donated by committee member Mrs. India Crittenden; the description
presumably refers to the spread’s age rather than to actual use in this house.
Other documented, but not King-associated, accessories include a doily “used in
period” by Nina King Miller, a family friend, and a quilt made by the mother of
Mrs. Coretta Scott ]King.m6

The birth room wallpaper was selected by Mrs. Alberta King as similar to the
paper on the walls in 1929. The shadeless ceiling light, with pull chain, was
restored in 1975 on Mrs. Farris’s authority. Joel King remembered a small rug
in this room. Before central heating, this room was heated by coal or wood in a

fireplace grate. 107

Joel’s Room (S-5)

According to Joel King, this was always his room while he lived with Mike and
Alberta King. After he left home in 1937, it became M.L. and A.D.’s room. 1%
“The room right next to the Birth Room is where my brothers stayed,” Mrs.
Farris stated in 1984, adding:

105 "Opening Tour"; Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview.
106 "Opening Tour.”
107 Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.

108 Ibid.
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they moved at different points, but at the point of our moving
from that house they were staying in that room.... Like fypical
boys their room always was in great disarray...and I remember
cnce my brother got sick—that is, my younger brother {A.D.}—
and as sick as he was, he knew the doctor had to come o the
house, so he said, “You all clean up the room now, get the room
clean,” because he knew they could hardly get in, with it looking

like it was.!

It was here, “in the bedroom he (M L.] and A.D. shared,” that Daddy King spent
“nearly all of an afternoon” in May 1941, explaining to 12-year-old Martin that
God was not punishing him by taking away hig %r‘andmother while Martin was
“neglecting a little homework...to see a parade.” 10

The back bedroom measures 15 feet 6 inches by 13 feet 9 inches. A door on the
west wall opens from the back hall. The north wall is unbroken. There are two
windows on the east wall. Lined up across the south side are a closet door, a
fireplace with cast iron grate, and a low door providing access to the attic space
above the kitchen. The walls and ceiling were replastered and painted in 1974;
no sample survives of the wallpaper removed at that time. The room was
occupied by visiting ministers from 1974 to 1983 and has been used for ad-
ministrative purposes in recent years.

Joel King’s room, as he remembered it in 1987, contained a wooden bed with a
natural finish, against the north wall; a carpet under the bed; a chest of drawers
“with a vanity like” between the windows on the east wall; a built-in closet in
the southeast corner; and a cane-seat chair, with a natural finish, on either side
of the hall door. There were some pictures, but he did not remember their

subjects. 11

There is no record of furnishings in the room when Martin Luther King, Jr., and
his brother occupied it; they may have used what was there when it was Uncle

169 Mrs, Farris, 1984 interview.
110 Xing, Daddy King, p. 109.

111 Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview.
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Joel's room. A Bigelow Hartford Saxony rug (a&proximately 9'x 12') now in the
room, has no known King family association.!

Spare Room (S-6)

Without giving it a special name, Mrs. Farris has identified this as a multi-pur-
pose room where she slept “sometimes”™

...the room right on the other side of the hall as you come
upstairs, on the right handside, that wasjust another bedroom,
for guests or whoever, and from time to time it was used for
different things, because there was a point—sometimes I
stayed upstairs in that room.

Although Mrs. Farris did not date her use of the room, it may have been about
the time her grandmother moved upstairs and her parents downstairs in the
early 1930s. After the Kings moved out in 1941, this rcom became the kitchen
for the second-floor apartment.

In recent years “this was the room from which the non-violence program” was
conducted, before the Martin Luther King, Jr., Center for Non-Violent Social
Change was constructed. After that, “there were times when the person...con-
ducting the tours did work from this room.”*!

The room measures 15-1/2 feet by 9 feet. There is a door opening from the hall
in the east wall, a window on the west side; the other two walls are unbroken.

112 Information from Lead Historian Dean Rowley, MALU, 1985,

113 Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview. Rev. Joel King (1987 interview) referred to it as a vacant
room used “for company.”

114 Mrs. Bennett, 1984 interview.
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The room has no closet. The walls and ceiling were stripped, replastered, and

painte}d} 5in 1974; no sample of the wallpaper removed at that time has sur-
vived.

There is no record of furnishings used in this room except, by implication, for
the period when it was occupied by Christine King.

Upstairs Bathroom (S-7)

Like the bathroom directly below, the upstairs bathroom may have been part
of the original 1895 house, though it scems more likely that it was added a little
later. Further architectural investigation might settle the question. It was

clearly in place when the King children lived here, however, and probably at
least 10 or even 20 years before that,!16

A story involving the young Martin Luther King, Jr., presumably relates to this
bathroom, nearest his bedroom:??

When Martin was a kid his mother was dressing him one
morning on his way to church and after she had bathed young
Martin and...A.D. and after she had completely dressed A.D,,

young Martin ran back and jumped in the bathtub with his
clothes on.

This bathroom is unusual in that it contains a bathtub and water closet but not
a sink, which is located on the other side of the wall in the back hall. The tub
and sink appear to be of the same age as those downstairs, while the water closet

looks as if it may have been added somewhat later, perhaps in the 1940s when
the second floor became a separate apartment.

115 HSR, p. 10.

116 Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview, in which Mrs. Farris stated that even her mother did not
remember a time when there wasn’t any bathroom in the house.

117 Quoted from a taped tour of the Birth Home about 1984 (side 2 of Mrs, Bennett's 1984
interview tape.) The story was originally told by Mrs. King, Sr. in a talk about Martin

Luther King, Jr.’s childhood, a tape recording of which is in the King Center’s oral
history collection.
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Cellar

‘The only recorded information about the cellar is that the coal furnace and hot
air central heating system were put in by the Kings in the early 1930s. Tending
the furnace was one of Joel King’s duties as a boy; later it became one of young
M.L.’s particular chores. “He soon learned to fire it, to bank the fire at night,
and get up early mornings to open the damper, put on the coal, and haul out the
ashes.”!1® Conversion to a stoker-fed operation probably occurred afier the
Kings moved away.

Although a new oil furnace and air-conditioning system have been installed by
the National Park Service, the stoker-fed furnace has been left in place and
visible to visitors through a mirror below the open hatchway in the stair hall,
An iron gate and wooden railing on the cellar stairs are modern additions to
protect visitors and site staff from falling.

118 Coretta Scott King, My Life, p. 81; Mrs. Benneit, 1984 interview; Rev. Joel King, 1987
interview.
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FURNISHING PLAN

INTERPRETIVE OBJECTIVES

Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site was established in 1980 to “protect
and interpret...the places where Martin Luther King, Jr., was born, where he lived,
worked and worshiped, and where he is buried.” In addition to the Birth Home,
Ebenezer Baptist Church, and the grave site, thelegislation established a preservation
district encompassing much of the Sweet Auburn neighborhood within which Martin
Luther King, Jr., grew up and spent much of his professional career.

Interpretive programs, existing and proposed, are designed primarily to help visitors
understand Martin Luther King, Jr.’s role as the pre-eminent spokesman for non-
violent social change in the United States during the 1950s and 1960s and the most
articulate, most visible leader of the civil rights movement until his assassination in
1968. Films, publications, and exhibits document for visitors the dramatic events of
Dr. King’s short life and remind them of his unparalleled impact as a speaker and
writer in the cause of equality and freedom.

In terms of the historic site itself, and the surrounding preservation district, the
interpretive media aim to show how his family, his church, and the neighborhood
where he grew up in the 1930s and 1940s helped mold the boy M.L. into Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and revered/hated leader
of a non-vioclent revolution, which changed the course of American social history.

The “Birth Home” at 501 Auburn Avenue will be for many visitors the focus of
particular interest as the house where Martin Luther King, Jr., was born in 1929 and
lived until he was 12 years old. Curiosity about how famous people once lived is
common, but when the era involved is recent enough to be remembered by older visitors
a strong element of nostalgia adds to the attraction. The interpretive objective in
partially refurnishing the house is to capitalize on this interest by showing what kind
of household Dr. King grew up in. Many older visitors will recognize, without being
told, that the Kings were relatively well off in the 1930s, in spite of the Depression.
They will also understand the needs of an extended family that put the little boys in
a makeshifi bedroom in the upstairs hall. For younger visitors these and other aspects
of life fifty years ago may need to be explained, but good personal interpretation can
do much to make the home setting meaningful in relation to the social, moral, and
intellectual development of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Although the Interpretive Prospectus for Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic
Site (1987) calls for guided tours of the Birth Home, it does not specify which rooms
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are to be refurnished.  On the basis of the informztion presently available, sum-
marized in the preceding section of this report, refurnishing of the following areas is
recommended: front porch, entrance hall (F-1), stair hall (F-2), living room (F-3),
dining room (F-5), kitchen (F-6), Christine’s room (F-7), M.L. and A.D.’s hall bedroom
{S-2), “Birth Room" (§-4), and Joel’s room (8-5).

As furnished, the house will reflect conditions about the mid-1930s, while both Aunt
1da and Uncle Joel were still living with the Kings, but afier the death of Grandfather
Williams. The Williams’ bedroom on the first floor (F4), for which there is kttle
documentation, will not be furnished; it will contain minimal exhibits on the Williams
and King families and on the neighborhood during Martin Luther King, Jr."s boyhcod,

helping to place the house in its period context.

OPERATING PLAN

Visitation at the Birth Home will be limited to scheduled, guided tour groups of no
more than 10 people, conducted by a uniformed ranger who will provide both inter-
pretation and protection. Visitors will view the furnished rooms from the doorways,
behind movable rope-and-stanchion barriers. Unobtrusive vinyl or synthetic carpet
runners will protect floors and help keep visitors on the tour path.

Tour groups will be met at the front door and invited ints the entrance hall, where
they will receive a brief introduction to the house and tour. After seeing the living
room, they will pass along the narrow hall to the dining room and kitchen, then retrace
their steps for a look into Christine’s room and a glimpse of the old coal furnace in the
cellar, reflected in a mirror at the head of the cellar stairs. Before going upstairs, they
will have an opportunity to view exhibits in room 3 on the family and neighborhood.
Upstairs, visitors will see the boys’ hall bedroom, the Birth Room, and Joel’s room and
exit the building at the south end of the hall, down the outside stairway to the back

yard.
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VISITOR CIRCULATION AND ROOM DRAWINGS
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LIST OF FURNISHINGS

Except for the birth room (1929), the recommended furnishings reflect conditions in the early to mid 1930s, before Joel
King left home in 1937. The plan recommends few changes in the rooms furnished in 1974/75 under the direction of
Mrs. Alberta Williams King and her daughter, Mrs. Christine King Farris, since they knew better than any later
researcher how those rooms looked in the historic period. For information on the boys’ hall bedroom and Joel’s room,

previously unfurnished, the plan leans heavily on Rev. Joel King’s memories of the time before he married and left
Auburn Avenue.

Front Porch

65

Since the front porch is visible from the street, it will help to make the house look lived in if there are some furnishings
on the porch, including live plants in the flower boxes in the summer. Although the King family had at least two rocking

chai::s on the porch, these will not be replaced. The park has provided modern oak benches for visitors 1o sit on while
waiting for tours to begin; thege are considered safer and more durable.

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
1. PORCH SWING Hanging Original hooks in ceiling; Rev. Retain similar swing acquired
from dJoel King, 1987 interview. in 1970s; immobilize to prevent
ceiling, left accidental injury to visitors.
end of

porch.



Front Porch, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
2. PLANTERS (2), wood, with  Hanging Cover illustration; “Opening Fabricate planters, paint white;
metal hangers from porch  Tour”; Mrs. Farris, 1984 plant with petunias and coleus.
railing interview,
east of
steps.
3. DOOR MAT, fiber At front Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview. Acquire modern cocoa mat
: door.,

gimilar to one in Sears,
Roebuck 1930 catalog, p. 620.



Entrance Hall, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
5. CLOTHING Hanging Cormmon usage; two of Rev. Acquire two men’s winter coats
on Martin Luther King, Sr.’'s hats and hats, a woman's winter
costumer are on loan to MALU from coat and hat of the mid-1930s,
and hall MLX Center for Non-Violent and a woman’s and man’s straw
rack. Social Change. hats; display winter coats and
hats from QOctober to May;
during the warm months leave
woman’s and man’s straw hats;
retain original hats in study
collection,
6. END TABLE, dark finish, West wall Common usage. Retain non-original table
. 1920-1930 under acquired about 1975.
o window.
7. DOILY, VASE, and SILK On table, Common usage. Retain period doily, acquire
FLOWERS brass vase, and good quality
silk roses.
8. PHOTOGRAPH of King On end Commeon usage. Reproduce photograph; acquire
family, 1939 table or period frame.
south wall, :

8. RUG, about6' x 11’

Rev. Joel King, 1987
interview, mentions a carpet
here, rather than lincleum.

Retain modern, synthetic rug,
dark red.
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Entrance Hall (F-1)

The furnishings in the entrance hall reflect its primary function as an entry where the Kings’ visitors could leave their
coats and hats before going into the living room.

Object Location Evidence Recommendation

1. SIDE CHAIRS (2), wooden Southwest  Rev. Joel King, in his 1987 Acquire period chairs.
seats, 1910-1920 corner, interview, mentioned only a

chair just inside the front door.

2. HALL/RACK, wood, with Northwest  Rev. Joel King, 1987 Retain non-original hall rack
niirror and metal hooks, comer, interview, described this as donated by Mrs. Mamie Raiford
1910-20 “an old rack for coats to hang, Hamilton about 1975.

and nobody used it very much”

3, UMBRELLA STAND with Beside Common usage. Acquire period umbrella stand,
UMBRELLA and CANE door, north umbrella, and cane.

wall.

4. COSTUMER, wood, with Southwest Common usage. Acquire period costumer.

hooks, 1910-1930

corner,




Entrance Hall, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation

10. DOOR CURTAIN, white, Frontdoor. 1975 restoration. Retain curtain from 1975
mounted on brass rod at top restoration; acquire similar
and bottom curtain for backup.

11. WINDOW CURTAINS West 1975 restoration. Retain curtains from 1975
(1 pair), white lace window. restoration; acquire sirmilar

backup set.
12. WINDOW SHADE, ivory West 1975 restoration. Retain shade from 1975
window.

restoration.



Stair Hall (F-2)

This narrow passageway held few furnishings, the most obvious heing the hall rack used by family members. A.It.?mgugh
the cellar trapdoor in the floor under the stairs normally was kept closed, it is now left open so that modern visitors
can see (in a mirror) the old coal furnace in the basement. A non-historic railing around the cellar opening keeps
vigitors from falling down the cellar stairs, but makes it impossible to place the hall rack in ite historic location,

Object Location Evidence Recommendation

1. HALL RUNNER Extending  Rev. Joel King, 1987 Since this hall receives heavy
down the interview, recalled a green public use, retain modern

hall from and white linoleum runner in  synthetic carpeting.
the French  the hall.

doors to
the
bathroom.
2. TELEPHONE on STAND Under Rev. Joel King, 1987 Since a wall-mounted telephone
with matching SEAT, staircase. interview. Rev. King said would present a safety problem
1920-1930 that the telephone was in this narrow hallway, use

originally on the north wall, period instrument acquired by
over the stair landing, but restoration committee, place on
was later moved to the east period telephone stand, with
wall, beside the door to the seat, in MALU collection.
Kings’ bedroom, and that

there was neither a table nor

a chair by the phone in either
location.

P ®
*«




Living Room (F-3)

Theliving room served as a family sitting room, as a place to entertain guests, and as a meeting room for choir rehearsals
and small civic groups. Its furnishings dated mostly from the mid-1920s. Of the original furnishings only the piano
and whatnot have survived, but Mrs. King, Sr., was able to find in 1974 wallpaper, a rug, and a sofa, which were similar

to those she had once had.
Object

Location

Evidence

Recommendation

1. PIANO, upright, Ricca &
Son, ca. 1915 (original)

2. PIANO STOOL with
revolving seat, ca. 1915

Northeast

corner,

angled.

At piano.

“Opening Tour”; Mrs. Farris,
1984 interview; Rev. Joel

King, 1987 interview.

“Opening Tour” guidesheet
(1976) says that “a roli-up
type piano stool” was used
when the King children were
taking piano lessons; later
Mrs. King acquired a piano
bench, which was donated

along with the piano in 1974.

Retain original piano, given by
Rev. and Mrs. Williams to their
daughter Alberta about 1915,
and donated to the Martin
Luther King Memorial Center
after her death in 1974.

Acquire period piano stool with
revolving seat; retain Mrs.
King’s later bench in park
collection.



Living Room, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation

3. PIANO SCARF, VASES, On top of Common usage. Acquire period piano scarf,
and PHOTOGRAPH, piano. retain the pair of green pottery
1915-1925

vases acquired by the 1975
restoration cormittee and
reproduction of photograph of
Rev. and Mrs. A.D. Williamas.

4. RELIGIOUS SONGBOOKS On piano “Opening Tour”™; “Mrs. King,  Retain songbooks acquired for
or HYMINALS (up to 3), rack. Sr., played and sang and 1975 restoration; acquire
PIANQ INSTRUCTION worked with the church beginning piano book, ca.
BOOK, and CHRISTMAS music, sometimes family sang  1920-1935, and carol book (for
CAROL BOOK spirituals and hymns display at Christmas).

together. The children all
took piano lessons.”

5. ROCKING CHAIR, Infrontof Rev. Joel King, 1984 Acquire period rocking chair.,
upholstered, ca. 1920 east interview: “They had a rocker ‘

window. and a [sofa] in front of the
windows,”
6. PHONOGRAPH, 1915-1930 East wall,  Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period phonograph.
left of interview; Rev. King noted
window, that there was no radio until

after he left in 1937.
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Living Room, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
7. FLOOR LAMP, brass, with  Southeast  “Opening Tour.” Retain similar lamp donated
pleated silk or paper shade corner, about 1975 by Migs James
next to Dibble; acquire period shade.
sofa.
8. SOFA TABLE, mshogany South “Opening Tour.” Retain table acquired by 1975
finish wall, refurnishing committee,
behind
sofa.
9. Art glass VASE, crocheted On sofa Common usage and 1975 Retain vase from 1975
DOILY, and ARTIFICIAL table, restoration, restoration and crocheted doily
FLOWERS donated by Miss James Dibble;
acquire good quality silk rose.
10. SOFA, upholstered in Infrontof  “Opening Tour™; Rev. Joel Retain sofa acquired for 1975
maroon cut-velvet sofa table.  King, 1987 interview. restoration.
11. EASY CHAIR West side  “Opening Tour”; arrangement Retain period armchair.
of room. conjectural.
12, ANTIMACASSARS (11), On backs Common usage; 1975 Retain 6 antimacassars on sofa
crocheted and arms restoration. acquired for 1975 restoration;
of sofa and acquire 2 more of similar style
backs of

two chairs.

for chair backs.




Living Room, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
13, WHATNOT, corner type, Southwest  “Opening Tour™ “What-not Use original whatnot.
dark wood (original) corner. ghelves—an original piece
from the house.”
14. BRIC-A-BRAC On shelves “Opening Tour™ “family and  Use small objects (non-original)
of whatnot. friends remember small placed on the whatnot by the
pitchers and animals which 1975 refurnishing committee.
stood on its shelves.”
156. END TABLES (2), dark At west Common usage, Retain non-original end tables
wood, 19208 end of sofa. acquired for 1975 restoration.
16. DOILIES (2), BOOK, and On end Common usage. Acquire two period doilies;
MAGAZINES tables. place on tables the book
Singers in the Dawn; a Brief
Anthology of American Negro
Poetry (Atlanta 1939), and
other period books and
magazines.
17. COAL GRATE, iron, and In Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period grate; place coal
COAL fireplace. interview, stated that they

burned both coal and wood in

the living room fireplace.

in it during winter months;
leave empty in warm months.
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Living Room, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
18. FIREPLACE COVER,wood Infrontof  Possibly original, since there  Use original fireplace cover
(original) fireplace. were some fireplace covers in  during warm months; remove
the house before the in winter,
restoration began (HSR, p. 30).

19. COAL HOD and SHOVEL  On hearth. Common usage. Acquire period hod and tools.

or TONGS

20. VASES and FIGURINES Onmantel Common usage. Use the pair of brass vases and
shelf, two china figurines placed in

the room by the 1975
restoration committee.

21, FANS (3), hand On end Common usage. Acquire period cardboard fans
tables and for summer display.
chair or
sofa.

22. PRINT East wall,  Rev. Joel King, 1987 interview. Acquire period framed print of
over Millet's The Gleaners.
phonograph

23. ICE SIGN In front Common usage, Acquire reproduction of period
window,

sign,
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Living Room, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
24. RUG, American oriental, Centered. “Opening Tour™, “original rug  Retain rug selected by Mrs.
x12

25. WINDOW SHADES (2),
ivory

26. CURTAINS (2 prs.), white
lace

was flowered pattern, room
rug, with fringe.”

1975 restoration.

1975 restoration.

King, Sr., in 1974,

Retain shades acquired for the
restoration,

Retain curtains acquired by
1975 restoration committee;
acquire backup set of similar
curtains,
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Dining Room (F-5)

The dining room is set up for dinner, when “everybody had to be there around the table,” as Mrs. Farris recalled. In
1937 this meant that there would have been at least seven chairs and place settings to accommodate the King parents
and children, Grandmother Williams, and Joel King. The built-in china cabinet, the buffet, and several pieces of china
and glassware are original King family possessions. As an occasional altermative, show the table uncovered, with one

of the board games set up for four players.

Object ’ Location

Evidence

Recommendation

1. CHINA CABINET (¢riginal) Built-in,
east wall.

2. CONTENTS OF CHINA On

CABINET (griginal) shelves,
behind
closed

glass doors.

3. BUFFET, ca. 1925 West wall,
centered.

Still in place at time of
restoration; wallpaper behind

shelves installed during the

Retain as restored in 1975.

restoration, with Mrs. King's

approval.

Common usage; 1975

restoration.

Called “an original piece” in

1975 “Opening Tour”
guidesheet, but identified by
Mrs. Farris (1989) as “selected

by Mrs. King, Sr. from an

antique store.”

Use original table china and
glass; acquire other original
pieces, as available.

Retain buffet.



I———

(47

Dining Room, Continued

Object

Location

Evidence

Recommendation

4. BUFFET SCARF, WATER
PITCHER, BOWL, and
COVERED PITCHER

5. DINING TABLE, ca. 1925
(original)

6. DINING CHAIRS (7), ca.
1925 (of which 4 are
einal)

7. TABLECLOTHS (2), white
linen

On top of
buffet.

Center of
room.

Around
table,
armchair
at north
end.

Common usage; 1975
restoration.

Mrs. Farris (1989) identified
this as her mother’s table,
given to a church member who
donated it to the Birth Home.

The four chairs now in the
room are part of the original
King dining room set, donated
by the friend to whom Mrs.
King, Sr. had given them,
(Mrs. Farris, 1989). Three
additional chairs would have
been needed to accormmodate
the whole family in 1937.

“Opening Tour”; “usually
covered with white damask
cloth.”

Retain objects placed on buffet
by 1975 committee, including
crocheted runner and three
pieces of original china and
glang: pressed glass water
pitcher, ceramic bowl, and
china covered pitcher.

Use original table, fully
extended.

Acquire three chairs which are

original or similar to original
set.

Acquire two cloths, one plain,
one similar to original in park
study collection; use plain cloth
as “silence cloth” under
embroidered cloth.
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Dining Room, Continued

Object

Location

Evidence

Recommendation

8. TABLE SETTING

9. FIREPLACE COVER
(possibly originaD

10. CRUMBER (original)

11. PITCHER, china

On dining
table.

In front of
fireplace.

On
mante],
left end.

Lower
shelf, left,

Common usage.

Found in house, p.

Inventory 1975; Mrs. Bennett,
interview.

1975 restoration.

Use griginal glass WATER
PITCHER, SUGAR,
CREAMER and WATER
GOBLETS (7); acquire the
following:

DINNER PLATES (7), ca.
1920, pattern with roses.

KNIFE, FORK, and
SPOON (7 sets), ca. 1920,
silverplate.

COFFEE CUPS and
SAUCERS (4), ca. 1920-40.
SALT and PEPPER
SHAKERS, glass, ca. 1920.
NAPKINS (7), linen.

Use one of the two existing
fireplace covers.

Use Mrs. King’s original
crumber,

Retain pink and white pitcher
acquired for the 1975
restoration.
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Dining Room, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation

12. CHINA DISH with handle Lower 1975 restoration. Retain dish acquired for the

shelf, right. 1975 restoration.

13. CHINA FIGURINES (boy Upper 1975 restoration. Retain figurines acquired for

and girl) shelf, left. the 1975 restoration.

14, CHINA ROOSTERS Upper 1975 restoration. Retain roosters acquired for the

shelf, right. 1975 restoration.

16, WINDOW SHADES (2), Common usage. Retain cotton shades acquired

ivory for the 1975 restoration.

16. CURTAINS (2 prs.), white Common usage. Retain sheer white curtains
acquired for the 1975
restoration; acquire backup set.

17 RUG, linoleum Centered. Mrs. Farris remembered a Since it probably had Mrs.
linoleum rug on this floor; King, Sr.’s approval, retain the
Rev. Joel King thought the modern vinyl rug while trying
floor was bare. to locate a period linoleum rug
or & reproduction.

18. TABLE, occasional Southwest  Coromon usage. Use non-original small table in

corner. park collection.
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Dining Room, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
19. GAMES (3) On Mrs. Farris, interview, 1984,  Acquire period games
occasional mentioned Monopoly, Chinese remembered by Mrs. Farris.
table oron  Checkers, and Old Maid as
dining games they played as a
table. family. The dining room table

seems the most likely place,
since there was no center
table in the living room.
When not in use, they may
have been on a side table.
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Kitchen (F-6)

Of the original kitchen furnishings only the sink and drainboard (and possibly the water heater) have survived, but
family members recall a Roper gas range with several ovens, a Hoosier-type kitchen cabinet, a large icebox (replaced
after 1937 by a Frigidaire refrigerator), and a kitchen table that did double duty as a work table and as a breakfast
table for some of the family. The stove and table furnishings will suggest that dinner is being prepared.

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
1. SINK, CUPBOARD, and West wall.  Original, probably little Retain as restored in 1974,
DRAINBOARD (¢riginal) changed since the house was  including oilcloth splash cloth
built. over sink.

2. SINK DRAINER, comer In sink. Common usage. Acquire period sink drainer,
type, ca. 1930

either enamel or agate ware.

3. DISHPAN, tin, ca. 1930 On Common usage and 1975 Retain dishpan from 1975
drainboard, furnishing committee; Rev. restoration.
upside Joel King (1987 interview)
down, said that there was no
dishpan.
4. DISHCILOTH, On Common usage. Acquire period items or similar
SCRUBBER, POT BRUSH, drainboard. modern ones.
BAR OF SOAP, DUTCH
CLEANSER CAN, and
SOAP FLAKES BOX
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Kitchen, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation

5. DISH TOWEL Hanging Common usage. Acquire period dish towel.
from nail
in side of
drainboard,

6. GARBAGE CAN Beside Common usage. Acquire period garbage can.
sink.

7. PICTURE West wall, Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire a framed landscape or
to right of  interview: “There was flower print of the period.
sink. one...between the sink and the

door.”
8. SMALL CALENDAR, Oversink, Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire small calendar of the
1935-1937 between interview: “They kept a little  period.
: pipes. old calendar in there

always...between that picture
[#3, above] and the sink.
There was quite a space
between [the pipes]...they
come down and then there's a
picture somewhere along up
here. It's right over this sink
here...."
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Kitchen, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
9. LARGE CALENDAR, West wall, Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period calendar with
1935-1937 next to interview: they had “a large Atlanta or Georgia
south calendar” next to the south advertisement.
window. window.

10. KITCHEN RANGE, Roper South Murs. Farris identified the Acquire period Roper gas range
gas range with 6 burners wall, left model her mother had froma  (illus. 6) or similar period range.
and 5 ovens, ca. 1925 of window.  series of Roper advertise-

ments of the mid-1920s; Rev.
Joel King (1987 interview)
said that it was on the south
wall, with the stovepipe going
“straight up” through the
ceiling.

11. COFFEEPOT, aluminum, On stove. Common usage. Acquire period coffeepot and
and COFFEE CAN coffee can.

12. BOX OF MATCHES, On range Common usage. Acquire period match box.
kitchen size top.

13. SOUI" KETTLE, two On stove. Common usage, related to Acquire period soup kettle,
aluminum SAUCE PANS, dining table setting. saucepans, and pot holder.
and POT HOLDER

14. ‘FRYING PANS (2), cast Onornear Common usage; 1975 Use frying pans acquired for
iron oven. restoration (on east wall). the restoration,




Kitchen, Continued

Object Location

Evidence

Recommendation

15. WATER HEATER, coal or
wood fired (possibly
einal

Southeast
corner

6L

16. WATER KETTLE, castiron  On heater.

17. COAL HOD and SHOVEL  Beside

heater.

The existing stove was
described in the “Opening
Tour” guidesheet as a “typical
one of the period,” but it was
not identified as original to
the house. It is hooked up to
pipes connecting it with the
kitchen sink, From the
apparent age of the piping it
seems likely that this stove, or
one like it, was in place when
the Kings lived here, although
Rev. Joel King (1987
interview) responded “No, no”
when asked if they had a
pot-bellied stove in the
kitchen to heat water. Sears,
Roebuck carried stoves of this
type as late as 1930.

Common usage.

Common usage.

Retain water heater, pending
further information.

Retain kettle acquired for the
restoration,

Acquire period coal hod and
shovel.




08

Kitchen, Continued

Object

Location

Evidence

Recommendation

18. KITCHEN CABINET,
Hoosier, ca. 1925

19. CONTENTS OF CABINET

20. KEROSENE LAMP, glass,
with chimney

East wall.

On upper
shelves
and
behind
sliding
workshelf,

On top of
kitchen
cabinet.

Rev. Joel King, 1987
interview, said that the
kitchen cabinet was against
the east wall and that they
kept glasses, dishes, and
towels in it; Mrs. Farris, 1984
interview, said that the
Hoosier cabinet given by a
neighbor “ig very much like
the cabinet that we had,”
although Joel King
remembered it as having a

glass-fronted upper section.

Common usage.

Common usage: stored here in
case of electrical failure.

Retain cabinet donated by Miss
Lillian Wright.

Retain jars (empty) and other
containers from the 1975
restoration; acquire additional
period (1930-1940) containers
for spices, condiments, and
staples like baking soda,
baking powder, etc.; leave
upper doors open.

Retain lamp from 1975
restoration; half fill reservoir
with colored water to simulate
kerosene.
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Kitchen, Continued

Object

Location

Evidence

Recommendation

21, WATERING CAN, ceramic

22. ICEBOX, oak

23. KITCHEN TABLE

24. TABLE COVER, oilcloth

On top of
kitchen
cabinet.

North
wall, next,
to window,
facing
south.

North of
center.

Common usage.

Rev. Joel King, 1987
interview, described the
icebox as “a large one,” which
stood in the northeast corner
until it was replaced by a
refrigerator after he left.

Rev. Joel King, 1987
interview: “This table was
sitting out here [north side of
kitchen]. You could go by here
to the...sink”; the table was
similar to, but smaller than
the breakfast table from the
Boulevard house placed here
by the 1975 committee.

Rev. Joel King, 1987
interview: “It seems like it
had an oilcloth, I believe,
glued or nailed to it, and then
they put a scarfon it.... I know
it [the oilcloth] didn’t move.”

Retain watering can from 1975
restoration.

Retain period icebox donated
for the 1975 restoration.

Acquire a 1920s white-painted
kitchen table, smaller and
plainer than the Kings’
post-1941 table, which should
be retained in study collection.

Use green and white check
oilcloth from 1975 restoration,
tacked down under the table
top.
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I
Kitchen, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
25. SERVING DISHES (3)and  On kitchen Common usage, related to Acquire period pieces similar to
PLATTER table. serving dinner. table china.
26. KITCHEN CHAIRS (2), At east Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire two matching
cane seats and north interview: There were two cane-bottom chairs, 1920s.
sides of chairs, “maybe it was
table. straw--cane bottomed chairs.”
27. SIDE CHAIR, spindleback Infrontof Common usage. Acquire period chair.
south
window.
)
83 28. FLYSWATTER and FLY Swatteron Common usage. Acquire period swatter and
PAPER windowsill; modern flypaper.
paper :
hanging
over table.
29. MOUSETRAP On floor Common usage. Acquire period mousetrap.
near
kitchen
cabinet.
30. APRON On chair, Common usage. Acquire period apron.




Kitchen, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
31. RUG, linoleum, Placed so Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period linoleum or a
ca. 9x12 that it interview, remembered a similarly patterned vinyl rug.
comes up pattern of green and white
to but not squares.
under
range and
sink.
32. }N’INDOW SHADES (2), Common usage. Retain cotton shades installed
ivory in 1975,
33. CURTAINS (2 prs.), cottage 19756 restoration. Retain curtains acquired by
type 1975 committee; alternate with
acquired backup set of white

cottage curtains.
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Christine’s Room (F-7)

Although Christine King had probably moved upstairs by 1937, this was her room earlier in the 19308 when her
Grandmother Williams had the room across the hall and Christine’s parents were still upstairs. The three-piece
bedroom suite (#1-3, below) belonged originally to Christine’s mother, who had this room when she was growing up.
When the house was restored in 1974/76, Mrs. Christine King Farris returned the original furniture to her old room.

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
1. BED, double, wood, painted  South Mrs. Farris, 1975 restoration; Retain original bed in location
white (griginal) wall, head  Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview: assigned by Mrs. Farris.
against “The suite that is in my room

¥8

west wall.  was an original..., it belonged
to my mother; she passed it to

me.

2. TALL CHEST OF East wall.  Mrs. Farris, 1975 restoration; Retain original chest of
DRAWERS, with detached Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview, drawers in location assigned by
MIB.ROR. YVOOd, painted Mrs, Farris; hang mirror above
white (original chest.

3. DRESSING TABLE West wall,  Mrs. Farris, 1975 restoration; Retain original dressing table
(VANITY), with three part right of Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview. in location assigned by Mrs.
mirror, wood, painted white window.

Farris; acquire period vanity

(original), with BENCH bench.
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Christine’s Room, Continued

Object

Location

Evidence

Recommendation

4. DOLL CHAIRS (2), wicker

(original)

5. BOUDOIR LAMPS (2)

6. BEDDING: MATTRESS,
SHEETS (2), PILLOW,
PILLOWCASE, and
BLANKET

7. BEDSPREAD, cotton,
embroidered in pink, and
QUILT

8. DOLL, ca. 1930

On
dressing
table.

On
dressing
table.

On bed,
propped
up against
the pillow.

Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview:
“the little pieces of furniture
on that dresser, those are
things that I, that we actually
played with.”

Original (?)

Common usage.

Mrs. Farris, 1984 interview,
said that she originally had a
“Dutch girl spread”; the
spread used since the
restoration was a gift from a
committee member.,

1976 restoration,

Retain doll furniture in same
location.

Retain lamps.

Retain mattress, pillow, sheets,
pillowcase from 1975
restoration; acquire period
blanket.

Retain donated spread and
quilt; acquire reproduction of a
“Dutch girl spread” of the
1930s; use spread in summer,
quilt in winter.

Retain non-original doll.
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Christine’s Room, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
9. DRESSER SCARVES (2) On top of Common usage. Acquire period dresser scarves.

dressing

table and

chest of

drawers.

10. RUG, linoleum Centered.  Mrs. Farris. Retain vinyl rug until a period
linoleum rug can be acquired or
reproduced.

11. THROW RUG Beside bed. Common usage. Acquire period rag or cotton rug.

o
o

12. WINDOW SHADE, ivory - Common usage. Retain cotton shade instalied in
1975.

13. CURTAINS, sheer, princess 1975 restoration. Retain curtains installed in

style 1975; acquire a similar backup
set.

14. WASTEBASKET Under Common usage. Acquire period wastebasket.,

window,

15. TABLET, PENCIL CASE On vanity. Common usage. Acquire period examples.

and PENCILS

s
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Christine’s Room, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
16, HEATING There i8 no evidence for a

stove in this room.
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SECOND FLOOR

Front Hall/Boys’ Bedroom (S-2)

When M.L. and A.D. were little boys, their bedroom was this wide space at the north end of the hall, opposite Aunt
Ida’s room (S-3, front room) and their parents’ room (S-4, birth room). Here they shared a single bed and a chest of
drawers until M.L. was 8 years old and A.D. was about 6. It was probably during this time that M.L. took his tumble

from the upstairs to the downstairs hall. The boys moved into the back bedroom (S-5) in 1937, after its previous
occupant, their Uncle Joel, got married and left Auburn Avenue.

Object Location Evidence

Recommendation
1. BED, single, steel, ca. 1930 West wall, Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period bed, brown
head interview: “A.D. and M.L. enamel finish.
against stayed in this room over here
stair on the upstairs balcony” until
railing. they moved into the back
bedroom he gave up when he
got married,

2. BEDDING Common usage. Acquire modern mattress,
sheets, blanket, pillow, and
pillowcase; period white or
striped bedspread.




68

Second Fioor—Front Hall/Boys’ Bedroom, Continued

Object

Location Evidence Recommendation
3. CHEST OF DRAWERS, North wall. Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period chest,
1910-1920 interview: “at the end there
was a little small chest of
drawers...that had been there
for years.”
4. LAMP, electric, metal, with  On top of Rev. Joel King, 1987 Use period lamp placed in the
fabric shade chest. interview: “There was a light  birth room by the 1975
sitting on top of it [chest of committee,
drawers).”
5. ENCYCLOPEDIA, 1920s On top of Mrs. Farris (1984 interview)  Acquire period set of The Book
chest of mentioned a “Book of of Knowledge.
drawers. Wisdom” encyclopedia from

which her aunt read to the
children about animals,
fables, etc., probably The Book
of Knowledge, a 20-volume
children’s encyclopedia
featuring illustrated stories
from history, mythology,
natural history, and
literature. Rev. Joel King
(1987 interview) thought the
encyclopedia “had to be on top
of that chest of drawers" in
the boy's hall bedroom.



Second Floor~—Front Hall/Boys’ Bedroom, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
6. ROCKING CHAIR; In front of  Mrs, Farris, 1984 interview, Acquire period cane-seated
SHAWL balcony referring to her Great-aunt rocker and shawl.
window, Ida reading to the King
children from the “Book of
Wisdom” encyclopedia.

7. THROW RUG Beside bed. Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire a rectangular rag rug
interview: “they had a little or oval braided rug, about 24 x
throw rug.” 36 to 27 x 54 inches.

8. CHILDREN'S TOYS and On bed Common usage. Acquire period items such as

BOOKS (up to 10) and floor, marbles, storybooks, coloring
book, crayons, smail toys or
games.

9. WINDOW SHADES (2), Common usage. Retain cotton shades installed

ivory in 1975,
10. CURTAINS (2 prs.), sheer, 1975 restoration.

white

Acquire sheer curtains (2 sets).
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Birth Room (S-4)

Rev. and Mrs. King occupied this room from the time of their marriage in 1926 until the mid-1930s, and all three of
their children were born here, It is furnished approximately as it was at the time of Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birth on
January 15, 1929. Only the chifforobe from the King’s bedroom suite has survived; the other original pieces in the
room are a cedar chest and hand mirror that belonged to Alberta King, and a Bible used by her husband.

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
1. CRIB and BEDDING; South wall Common usage. Acquire period crib and baby
BABY POWDER,; to right of blanket, modern crib mattress
STUFFED ANIMAL bed. and cover, period stuffed
animal and powder can.

2. CEEST OF DRAWERS West wall, The Kings received a bed- Retain period chest of drawers
to right of  room suite as a wedding acquired for 1975 restoration.
door. present; this would have

included a chest of drawers.

3. DRESSER SCARF On top of Common usage. Acquire period dresser scarf.
chest of
drawers.

4. BED, double, ca. 1925,and  South wall. “Opening Tour™: “Bed—not Retain bed and bedding
BEDDING the original piece, but acquired by 1975 committee.
bow-foot type with paneled
headboard like the bed in
which Martin was born.”
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Birth Room, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation
5. BEDSPREAD “Preliminary Inventory,” Acquire period white spread;
1975: “Bedspread in Birth retain in the study the
Room~—one belonging to Mrs. sun-damaged bedspread given
Crittenden and used at the by Mrs. India Crittenden.
time of Mrs. Williams’ death
(19411

6. PATCHWORK QUILT Folded, at  “Preliminary Inventory,” Retain Mrs. Scott’s quiit.
foot of bed. 1975: “Quits 1. Handmade

by Mrs. Scott (Coretta Scott
King’s mother).”

7. SEWING MACHINE South Common usage to keep sewing Move non-original sewing
wall, machine in the housewife's machine from upstairs hall.
between bedroom, next to a window.
bed and
window.

8. VANITY DRESSER and East wall, “Opening Tour™ “...like the Retain dresser and bench

BENCH between one which the family acquired for the restoration in
windows. remembers.” *

1975.
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Birth Room, Continued
Object Location Ewvidence Recommendation
9. DRESSER ACCESSORIES: Ontopof Common usage; objects Retain standing mirror,
DOILIES, crocheted (2); drawer selected by 1975 committee. atomizer, and bracelet on left,
DRESSER SET; sections of gide. Since Mrs. King's hand
BRACELET; ATOMIZER; vanity. mirror is too fragile to exhibit,
STANDING MIRROR acquire similar period mirror
and dresser set; acquire two
doilies.
JEWELRY BOX, POWDER On top of Common usage. Acquire period jewelry box,
BOX, and PILL BOX right place bracelet in open box,
drawer dangling over edge; acquire
section. period pill and powder boxes.
10. CHIFFOROBE (origingl) North “Opening Tour™; Mrs, Farris,  Retain chifforobe, with doors
wall, 1984 interview. closed.
between
window
and
fireplace.
11, HATBOX On top of Common usage. Acquire period woman's hatbox.
chifforobe.
12. CLOCK, 8-day On mantel. Common usage. Retain period clock acquired for
the 1975 restoration.
13. ROCKING CHAIR, In frontof  Common usage, for nursing Retain chair acquired for 1975
upholstered seat fireplace. mother.

restoration,




Birth Room, Continued

Object Location Evidence Recommendation

14. SHAWL Hanging Common usage. Acquire period shawl.
over back
of rocker.

15. CEDAR CHEST (original) Center of “Opening Tour”; Mrs. Farris, Move to indicated location, but
room, at 1984 interview; no evidence without the washbowl and
foot of bed.  on location. pitcher, not needed in a house

with two bathrooms.

16. HOLY BIBLE {original) On cedar The Bible used by Rev, Martin Acquire similar Bible, place
chest, Luther King, Sr. is in the open on chest at foot of bed, as

site’s study collection but too  if Rev. King had been reading it
L fragile to exhibit. after he woke up.

17. WASTEBASKET Left of Common usage. Acquire period wastebasket.
vanity

18. RUG’, linoleum, Centered.  “Opening Tour.” Retain vinyl rug from 1975

ca. 9 x12 restoration until a period
linoleum rug or reproduction
can be acquired.

19. THROW RUG Beside Common usage., Retain rag rug from 1975
b'e(;l, west restoration.
side.
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Birth Room, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation
20. WINDOW SHADES (2), Common usage. Retain cotton shades from 1975
ivory restoration.
21, CURTAINS (2 prs.), sheer, 1975 restoration. Retain curtaine from 1975

princess style

restoration; acquire backup set.
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Joel’s Room (S-5)

Until he got married in 1937, this back bedroom was Joel King’s room. It was very simaply furnished with a wooden
single bed, a chest of drawers, a couple of chairs, and “half of a carpet,” as Rev. Joel King remembered 50 years later.
After their Uncle Joel left home, the King boys—M.L., aged 8, and A.D., about 6--moved into the room, probably taking
with them the single bed they had shared in their hall bedroom (S-2), and using the same furniture Joel had been using
for the past 10 years. Since the rest of the house is being furnished to the 1929-1937 period, this room will be furnished

as it was when it was Uncle Joel's, thus drawing the visitor's attention to the extended family within which Martin,
Jr., grew up.

Object Location - Evidence Recommendation
1. BED, naturally finished North Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period bed.
wood, ca. 1925 wall, interview.
centered.
2. BEDDING

Common usage. Acquire modern matiress,

sheets, pillow, and pillowcase;
acquire period bedspread and

blanket.
3. CHEST OF DRAWERS, East wall,  Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire period chest of drawers
natural finish, ca, 1925 between interview. or chiffonier.
windows.
4. SAFETY RAZOR; On chest Common usage. Acquire period razor and
DRESSER SCARF of drawers.

dresser scarf.
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Joel’'s Room, Continued
Object Location Evidence Recommendation

5. CHAIRS (2), cane seats, West wall, Rev. Joel King, 1987 Acquire two period chairs.
natural finish, 1900-1920 on either interview.

side of

door.

6. RUG Under bed, Rev. Joel King, 1987 Use period rug in site collection.

extending  interview: “..theyhada

from north  carpet, haif of a carpet...

wall to under the bed; it went all the

center of way” from the north wall to

room. the middie of the room,
leaving bare floor around the
east, west, and south sides of
the room. It was a “real rug,”
not linoleum.

7. BOOKS (up to 10), On mantel  Joel King was attending Acquire college textbooks, a
NOTEBOOK, PEN, and shelf and college in Atlanta duringthe  small Bible, and a dictionary of
PENCILS on floor mid-1930s and presumably the period, along with a period

beside did some of his studying in notebook, pen, and pencils.
chairnext  his own room.
to fireplace.

8. ALARM CLOCK On chest Common usage. Acquire period alarm clock.

of drawers.

9. BASEBALL BAT, GLOVE Dropped Commuon usage. Acquire period bat, ball and
and BALL on bed.

glove,



Joel’s Room, Continued
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Object Location Evidence Recommendation
10. PHOTOGRAPH Onmantel. Common usage. If available, reproduce a ¢.1937
photograph of the future Mrs.
Joel King.

11. FLOOR LAMP, ca. 1930 Next to Common usage. Acquire period lamp, with wood
chair in or metal pole, and period shade.
southwest
corner,

12. WASTEBASKET, 1930s Next to Common usage. Acquire period wastehaskot,
lamp.

13. CALENDAR, 1930-1937 On closet Common usage. Acquire period calendar.

Door. '

14. WINDOW SHADES (2), Common usage. Acquire modern cloth shades.

ivory

15. CURTAINS (2 prs.) Common usage. Acquire plain sheer curtains;

hang straight.

16, WALLPAPER

Original wallpaper removed;
no evidence recorded.

Acquire a modern wallpaper
with a striped pattern similar
to bedroom wallpapers of the
1920s,



FURNISHINGS MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION
RECOMMENDATIONS AND PROCEDURES

This section is being prepared in collaboration with the Regional Curator,
Southeast Regional Office, and will be issued separately, following implemen-
tation of the furnishings plan.
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INus. 1:

Nlus. 2:

King family, with Grandmother Wil-
liams, ca. 1939. :

Entrance hall, looking west, as refur-
nished in 1975. Note King family what-
not (left) and hats worn by Rev. Martin
Luther King, Sr., on the hall rack
(right). 1990 photograph, courtesy Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., National Historic
Site.
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Itlus. 3:

Mus. 4:

Living room, looking east from entrance
hall, asrefurnished in 1976.M.L..,A.D.,
and Christine King took piano lessons
on their mother’s piano (right). From a
posteard, ca. 1875; courtesy Martin
YLuther King, Jr., National Historic Site.

Dining room, loocking north, as refur-
nished in 1975. The table and chairs
and most of the china and glassware are
original. From a ca. 1975 postcard, cour-
tesy Martin Luther King, Jr., Naticnal
Historic Site.
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us. 5: Kitchen, looking southeast, as refur-

nished in 1975. The ca. 1940-45 maple
table and chairs came from the Kings’
second house, on Boulevard, From a ca.
1975 posteard, courtesy Martin Luther
King, Jr., National Historic Site.

Nlus. 6: Roper gas range, ca. 1923-25, like the

one Mrs. King had in her kitchen.
From Brown’s Directory of American
Gas Companies and Gas Engineering

and Appliance Catalogue, 1924 Edition,
p. 202.
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Hlus. 7:

Nlus. 8;

Christine’s room, looking southwest,
with its original bed, vanity, and
bureau, as restored in 1975. 1984
photograph, courtesy Martin Luther
King, Jr., National Historic Site.

Upstairs hall, looking north, as refur-
nished in 1975. 1984 photograph, cour-

tesy Martin Luther King, Jr., National
Historic Site.
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- Mus. 9:

Dlus. 10;

Birth room, looking northeast, as refur-
nished in 1975. The chifforobe (center)
was part of the Kings' original bedroom
set. 1984 photograph, courtesy Martin
LutherKing, Jr., National Historic Site.

Birth room, south wall, as refurnished
in 1975. The cedar chest (right) was
Mrs. King’s. 1984 photograph, courtesy

Martin Luther King, Jr., National His-
toric Site.
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Appendix A

“Restoration of Martin Luther King, Jr., Birth Home: Plan and Procedures.” Un-
dated statement, ca. 1975, from the files of the Birth Home Committee, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Center for Social Change.
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Hioanelng =

Apyrosche

Froceduyes= fwtormaphio record of the house beforw and during nn\muo;l has besa

.lxﬁalhﬂ working with & Centar wtaff seaber,

deqlan Livn of Yartin Lyltmr Zins. Iv. S1xlA Gowe
Fian apd Proe: 'ures

¢ Un proferty . :
Darmishine of Individual Kool

athey fTunde
alivre -~

Soal taa bwen 10 Yestars tha Wuildines amd furnish L voons #a they were
durins the time of Fartin Luthear Mng, Jr,*s Birdh and borhodd yedtw,
This is Jericd Batwesa 1929 and 1948 after which Un faaily xoved te

A hovma 68 Boulsvard, Jurnishinge iatludsd thess purchased Yy the
Kinge asd many elder places from tha Villiaas' socupancy.

The comaiites views this goa] as jndonpleis. BSena toous have pot yet
besn furatabed, and sony deisile of those whieh bave buen opered are
not yot conplate,

The furnishing of the houss and the yard will coniinue 48 tiee &nt
mosey pormit, ZFlans arve Bleo beinz developsd for an axhidit tw one
of the dourstalys yooos,This wxhibit will ahow fanily history, periad
1M tyleccul e and possibly inelude soae aspeois of the movesent
which Nartis luther Xing,Jx. led.

savenbled, An cutline of the woxk has alao beia coaplled by the

A plen for pefioring UW Iuiln sixucture s prepaved by the

architacts, J,¥. Robinson & Assocs.,Inc. and #dwerd C. Killar

in consuliation vith the Ring faally. Some family photorxephs showing

the houat Wexe used for some detatle. In additlon, somr chipe of
various sateriala were meni to the Mation Txual fer Hiatrio Preservaiisn
Dejaytmant of Fia)d Sacvices, for amalysis. .
Furnishings and interier details alsd developed throush tonsultatien
with thwe fanily, sspecially the late Mrs. Martis Luthex Ximg, Sr. and
Partin’s sistar, Mra, Ghristine Xing Parria, I sddition, Kye. Flns
Xing Killer, a' close persomal friemd of Krw. King,4r. and of the faslly
and Jlong-tine reaidant of the mizhbarhood, s en ohnldan of the
furnishings coamitien, Asziatance has beem given by Fime India
Crittendan, nlsa & lorg-tine fasily friend and maighbor. Taded

interviess with theas fenlly menbexrw and frisnde have besn conducted
and wi)] be continued to provids houss, naizhbtorhsod and 1ife-atyle
informmtion an & part of the future pwozrsm for the Noes,

Kany orizimd pieces that cans from Uhe houss wars availadls firoa the
farily and friends. Style and form of the athers bas Besn determined
fros the xsworiss of faamlly and Dikends. These detalls vate chacked
with scurces such as the Ssars Nosbuck catslogs of the period for
siylistiic detaile.

Houma=  Basgc mizucture was intaet,

-
Print for sxiaginr wurfacen and Intariax

Kre. Xing, 3¥. ahackad with o
paint chlma,

Colors remsadyred
thaga obis ined Frow snalysis of \hy u}?;

Extarior haxdware, 11zhts, sta. fram ald photorraphe,

Interior walls~

wall chaga
available putle . n b Kre.

™S that were olosest to those

Rantels and Pipw " )
the dintne place tiles were sxtant, Adse, bulltein supdoand i

Ting. Sr. & those
A Tessabderve,

Lights in calllings with M) chain are the type resanberad by.rr.

. Yorris as origimai to the housa,

Firsplace prates, and heatrols o ofroulator

wefore centrnl heating widl bloasssarched a

heaters vhich vers waed
sxaaples,

P4 an atltenpt asde to Cind

Tloar coverimra~ L1

ar Sover x.‘c‘mvxu;quxx Uy shosen by Mrs. Kins, S¢, as aimilar ta
Othex rooms had 1twoleua floaxr~s1%e ru~ : {neo

Mterial vas not avatlable, vinyl Tugs n;h alatlar P‘.{:;MS”" s

thosen, If zome Ihncleun
NG tan be found
Coatinuing WoJent they WLIL e sebetituind, | O SOUrse of the
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Appendix B

“Preliminary Draft of Inventory—MILK, Jr., Bixth Home,” January 11, 1975. From
the files of the Birth Home Committee, Martin Luther King, Jr., Center for Social
Change.
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Feriimimyy Draft of Inventory- KLX,Jr, Firth Aees

u-:—.i Norm

* Clasa- u.»..o!. f.._!ﬁ»_.ﬁ 1o Srandmother Yilliama apd-Rrs, Xin:, Zr.
{as ﬁ_:.; on 3atunlay, Jabusry 13, 1975)

Sie
1, uﬂai Zlass phivkexs 1 t_l-?#rioap ttern pltcher

b - s}tehar

1 !ﬁ-.. n?— e-.a!-unlaa!pov hrder

1 ~sandwich glase-type thtlers
T vitmaar orvet-rosatiss

1 surar-dainy apd botton trye atilarn

1 Wtter dish-round vith tWtton pattern

R Beproduction glasa 2 Dolln A0BBHIA fruit coapotes
O 1ce oxeam dlishes
X wine glass, out glass pettern

&.. hh-mnﬂmanbg sauoer

). Diaes ‘ Plattax~
?.no&.a 10 Grandnother Vi1l isas)
Alahes-
1 piates .

{Crandacther Villlams)

b, Yases tall twass effect type

* 5. One Brmas crvader for dining voom tatls

! £,7able cottes~ 1 ¥hite Linen(?) with stitched pattern delonged to Hrw, King,Sr.,

Bedrboun~ 1 laoe awosoﬁv-nuﬁ.i»sralnwux Lyon's sather, .t:uﬁ»ﬁ
1 rand sirror-pearlised type~ Lo dresser set used by [ King, S,

Badepreed in Mixth Roos~ one Bsloneiny to Krm. Critlendan and used at the
tima of Kxs, Villians' desth.

Quilta- u.. Nandmade b Mre, Scott (Coretia Scott kh-ﬂ..- aothex)

Bedupresd in ghg.- T0ome Cotton bedspresd, hAnd enbroidered bivds -Ru
flowers with pink bvorder,

Othex limams= doiliss (liat by rooma in which they axw being used)
© Bixth Room- VUsed in'period by Kiw. Xina Kire Killer.
Living Room Runmax given by Miss Jasss Jibble,

e
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Appendix C

“Opening Tour—Martin Luther King, Jr., Birth Home,” February 11, 1975. From the
files of the Birth Home Committee, Martin Luther King, Jr., Center for Social
Change.
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P Opaning Tour-Martia Luth: r Xing, Jr. Buth Home , ¥elamary iy t 102
HIAR S e .

INTRODUCTION = Martta Luther Xing, Jr. was bora 1a thie house on fenuacy 1S, 1929
and spant his boyhcod years hers. -

The Birth Home is & Victoriaa Quaes Anas Style house butlt about 1095

Omlunyuuhwuhlondtoo‘u of the firerea from the Tire
. Statlon on the corner of Boulsvard. In 1908 Martin®s matermal

Grandfathar, Raverend Adem D. Willlams, pastor of Ibeceser Baptist

Church, moved this fanily Lo the twoesiory frame structure,
nuuunu.wum-u-uyvumdm first black femilies
0 movs into the residential selghboood ta the ssst of Boulevard

- which bicame one of the €it's Lmpartent Magk cemmunitiss.

Whaen Revearand Willlams® daughter, Albarta marriad Martis Lethar

ll.n Sr. ia 192¢, the young cauple lived ia the family hoexe.

‘1a addition to the Willlsms, other family members also ltved with
\mnmuuamuunammmuuuw

Heghboehood = The bome (s a part of the Maria Jigber King, Jr. Historic Districe
) . which 18 Listed on the Kational Reglstar of Miswwia Places la
' the Departmant of the [natlor ia Washiagton, D.C,

The district includes tha=Blrth Xome dad swrrondlag reabdential
meighborhood, sne of the eidest extam Miasts
nalghborhoods.

Ebanazer Baptist Church and tha Martla Lother -
King, Tr. Gravs Sl

Fire Station #6 snd Owr Lady of Lousdas Cathulie
Mlssisa on Bouleverd, dboth aites uannud-li
Martin's boyhood .

Neighborhood was mixad restdentlal with many types of u-um
and & {ow seighborhood stores. One store was locared la bhouse~
likg structure dlrectly scross the street from cha Bisth Home.,

) The childrea could buy candy and ioe cream there,

The King childrea, Christine, Martin (knowa af'ectionataly to
the family as M,.L. } and Allred { A.D. ) wars allowed w play
withia the Ylock from tha Firehouse to Howell Street, wratizes
playing ia the fire Yard with the liswman.

Restaration ~ The goal has bean to restors the bullding and furaish the reoms as
thay were duriog the tles Martin was boen and growing up there
. betwaan 1929 and 1940 tafore the fenlly coved to Boulsvand .
: The committes recogalzes the gos) I3 (ac late, but s
_ . the restoration as an ongolog projedt. .
The major source of Lafrmation and tmlumn has been the JHng
family wha have tried 10 make the homs very uuchnuwnvh-n
Mertln Luther King, Ir. was born, sad-to reprodusce tha ’mwn
“ and -pumnl spvironmant of the sarly days of his lite, -

.

Pase vhers the fasily gatbwred, and vhere they cowdd vielt with
»a Ba

e ighnorikoed wag 4 sacyre place im
which UwYe vas 86 Tasy And desss serw ofwn loft wnlscked.
o)

Paruitare ia knougthawugh & photaagh of the My, Veoden reshsrs
oIALIAE te the exiglmls, previdet

1 Pang Sromrorigize) heels whish wery extant, Tfowat
h-u-d‘ﬁ-uﬂnhcu, Joo Ashimsen.

Meolograyh alss showed sstal porel shairw end weslden planters which
wexe

hung Trow porsh mailing and Tilled in sensen with geivaias and oslsws.
Theoe will W Mddad ladey,

.

" utxapge Walle Nt Muok-origimal piece wes & davk enk mnalk witl & Jaft-up

*ﬁmmmauum-mmu-w Freesat

Heos 18 & SLALIAY FINO0 . . . . Siven Wy Nre. Naals Baiferd
mu.mnm;.m-aw




gel

Living pocos Alec & sejor pstherisg pluce for 1ha family, Chuxch melings and shelr
Tebaareals

often Iwld baxe.

e sbilArents Tlegexs whes they hit & woia, At ons Aime s
roldewp tyae Yland atool wy bwins waed, Thw shlldres loww it wa loses,
et sl sothiss,

Coalivs 4l hot elwoulnte Waxe seved, 7 A4 Tenambers Weing allewed
1% baly serve,
dofn and o ehaimer Oxigiml wulie mee Yy Rea: Rlug, . shawy
* 1925 when ahe Cixet bagan Seashing Uphalatered, Wt wmt
dve wiih

tad el of word aowew tha Wwek of U eu,

Harosly Bui~vylvet gove Oemalilen
Pren U puried for the sotn. loshizg for statiar poews

Davasport Tolla= Long murrew wble vhich stood behind the soff, ond elten
bad & vas of sut flowers on L%

oo Janp- ntumoaumuﬁhduuuuunhm Pound.
in hoad of Mine Juyeu DLWYS
wanber Mre. Mlserw,

Vbat-aot sahelvess An oxigival piece from the howse. Faaily And fxienis remenber
:u PAREDe e And ADInsls which 81008 em S48 abavies. The plvoes on it wew

Baleatic Tedlo~ Thin redie, dermted W Myw. Alwirna Creens
18 K D o purchined Wy the family abowt 4§30,

Tistrolae Teomned Ny Mra .
.u’w“u.a:' o AlbeeT maley vhe foumd 1t 1n the yrvatbent's howe

Curtalsa~ 1aew type wiich wan planed ou atwetchers Whos smshed. Lizht ssalla
M-mnwpmmmhw-hmmnpmm-m-mum.

Becm Orizisad win Tlevarvd patiesn, vesm Tvg with Frince, Thi theasn
mu.k.unwhrummmﬂmlb h“'_!‘ - v

D - -

-t

PiTth Ranee Neow in wvhich Fartis luthes Tng,Jr. wvas boon em Jamaary 15, 1079,
Wev, Kinc,3¥, vemeatars hir excliemest ia birth of a son. Ke
Teaynd with wuch Joy that s touched the high oeillirg.

Pusniahinees Orizisel sults was the Xingh weldisg fwrnivwere of 1924,
n\u?cm. «this is arigiml yisos ‘hat stesd is the Yoom.

Preaxins Tatle- Banch wnnlowsd im drawers aad )l airver s 1ike ore whioh
the family resrabave. .

Pud= Hot Vw ariziml pisos, Wt eu-foet trpe with yusiled hasd boerd lle
Uw ted 18 shich Fartin ws Yern.
spumwtm-(ﬁ-mmm”a.mmhmpru)

Codar (host= eririnel which was Ln ihe house,

Biar Bl contagwe Gosp dosal vhioh lesds 10 Mssurat and old Daxnay, U
s2iginal sill I place.in Peruially sxesvated spuor,Und wea, asd atill i
wonmon 6 hiwry fn Uils Tezion, Marios ookl bayning, Martia’s jed te fire
tha furvace seoe b wmae o4 eaoush. AY the- tiene of Ml Wth the beeew &id
nad bave stmtand iwatd Iater, autanstie staimy Laeta)led,

Trap dece(olosed 54 (e A1ne) soens of slariling Lntdent vme' bvoniar wvhen
MEAin v Al sl Poite $ld.  Bev, Kirg Bxr, 1A ek In devmatalss Sedrees
of T 1hia space, recowring Trom Lomeilledtony and entertaining visiterw.
Heiher mud sent children 4o Wdspatars Jbul as M Farsia gt o didad”

alwmzn 20 rizht awsy. HMhrtad bal va b malsver wpisles anmarestly tryisg
%0 ave oY heer what was going on wlow, Apmxwnily f£#11 ealsep and Wwabled
aver, landod on the tzap door: Kolss staxtled amd frishiered visiteos and
fanlly, Nother rwebed to Tlod Kartis with his eyvs “mllsd Wek™ asd teoh
hinm to the mapital, Yo seriowm fnjusy.
Demiircons [L1ret room e Une Isf{ off the Ball] Tila IO R YA DAL oreRt
S Trunction at #ifferent tiass.  Vas at ene tiw the dedyoos of Hartia‘a
oramiprrenta, e 4,0, Villisse, slec wes scespisd Wy U Xings ant we
latexr wied au & 4on, The ewmitide ploss te dvwelop an exhi¥it hers which
would Include femlly Diwtexy, vveats sl ides of ‘he nevestst whleh dartin
Tarther King,Jv. Mo, and the 11Ce atrle Ami eulture of the prricd of Mie
outh,

The xoli-top 4rek Aov hoxw wa Bov. Willlame',
Soshausen~

- {ts the Mizht off Lhe M1l bwyond the sid~. entrence) Thie rose
Wuring Yartls’s borhond edontwd to hix eleterx Chriatine. (Kre. Marris)
Earlisx It bwd telorged 1o thedx motisr, Nre, Hariia Laotiher King. sr.
- WX iar, vhe wa . King'a sloee frisnd, vassalmry
wiadting wiih be

r 1n il roon.  Pefewe gentmml heat abs yepwis, bedresss
were warn pladva ard were wesd.as liviag spamea, 1 i

The furnituss {a the oriZiml sulte used by Chrisline which Md anrlisr
lencad s bexr mother. 1 VRS siwen 16 Kve, Xirg by Der fatter as 4
Yirtviny sr Chrlatmas zify, ™ r—— - .

-
——
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At aneriinen 110wed S0 ML'0un, Wt baxe sa AMwrn Avenwe sven W

apralnz meal wes Jald st fuallyer‘yle An Uw dinlx; veon, &zos, £Xits

ant taoon A1l earved on laxze platters, Kes. Xing anl Crandaother T11)48ms

wrtved Wb meala. AL sne Vs s sunt, Aho I fondly Tessabered Ny U

feally, lived with then and elmed wIth the howsework.

s Frugen, TRARRRATE that Whe algrel for suppex was e arrival of Bew, Xing

Mosw Tren the thureh and Uw shildres kv they sust S ready 49 Ctee ween
It wasp acerpiod vithout guestiion tat 4ll of the faally

would sat tegethnr, ’

erniehingew

Bufivi~ this 1s Whe erigimel pleen,

Tndin=

Tatlly ssvered Wy vhils dessk sloth, Wress avvabiy is e erifiml veed &
alenn the surfase after meala.

Pieses $n e WUt-1n wapbeards One Plate 1 vess desizy ia frow eriziml
st YAt ma siuwy Jramineiher Villiane o Kre, Xing on e ssonalon of
et Finlehing ovarse werk 84 Nerrle Drewn.

In saxlinut dase fanlly 414 set eat e, OGoigioml iable was were of
& work surfacm Yhan sating ylaos. The ile and chalrw which are ia the rewm
now, 4T the set which the family waed in & Lreakfest vooh afte Hmy mowed
1o Poulavard fiva Aubury Aveiue, Set pleced hem st becouas 1L fms e

satting for fanily seele and wns sctually weed Wy Fartin,
Araladinge-

Sink Ye the oxizirel,

Not water heater 18 typloal one from period, \un-a(c.u ?)

3 rd wen type with ;nt_-tn four ¥in vommen to ;v;l\-;- this one s Clven
W & meighbor vho 1lves on Hewell strwet, Miss Iillian Veisht.

Committes in assenbling othex fwrnishingas Steve= gas Tanze, Roper Wrapd with
. 2ide OVaR. N
Tow Sou used at first, later FrizMaire.
R - !

Back Joreh= Plaos wharw weshing And Axvhing dowe in cood weather, !
Tefore ther wringexr-Ayse snphing sachine wes put here, wish wg dowe °°

with rubboards and tin uh, wahing deus evary day,

bt e WaATRLA T W rLe LR "o

Tagk Yard= Vertical bowrd fence 38 Alhe thy eriziral wvhich ia reprenentiad im old
Fhotozraph.larce apen fleld to the maar wvas & play ADecE used by e 1z hoothood
LA ¥ 8180 uaed King's Wekvand an nelizhborhood play—Tound. iartiin, at

::'1.::‘- v-.q nuch intarsated Ln Baskettall and & Wskatinll zoad vas Jut wp

.
IR0 N W,
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Appendix D

Interview with Mrs. Christine King Farris, Atlanta, March 13, 1984, conducted by members of the Nati opal P.ark
Service interpretive planning team, including Janet C. Wolf, Superintendent, and Dean Rowley, Historian,

Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site, and Sarah Olson, Chief, Division of Historic Furnishings,
Harpers Ferry Center.

This is a partial transcript by David H. Wallace including only material relevant to this report. Q=questions
from the interviewers; A=Mrs. Farris’s answers,

o

You were very Involved in setting up the Home, originally,
How did you go about doing that?

Well, we had some things that were original things. The suite
that Is in my room now was an original—came all the way
through-—it betonged to my mother, she passeditto me, and
s0 forth, so0 that is original. The piano in the living room is
the piano that we had and it you lake a close look at it you
can seewhere my brothers hammered onit. They didnt want
to take music sometimes. So thatis all original. There are
several pleces that are original. | think in that fittle foyer or
the haflway there’s a table and...whatnot that is original. And
there may be soma little pieces | can't recall. The hats that
are hanging on the rack belonged t1o my father, came all the
way down through the years. And the room that we call the
“birth room," the roomwhare my brother was bom, | think that
there are twe original plecesinthat-—that chifforobe we calied
It arxi the cedar chest. And the dining room—I think there's
one piece in there that's original. | just cant remember
whether it's the table or that serving plece. What had hap-
paned, my mother gave it to one of the members at Ebenezer

and she had a piece of it and gave it back to us. | cant
remember which piece itis. Might be both pieces. I'll have
to check that out.... But from there——fortunately my mother
was still living at the time sa that she could remember much
of the things and then there were several persons who were
her friends and lived In the neighborhood, so they assisted
in bringing back to mind some of the things. Additionally, we
contacted Sears, the headquarters of Sears, Roebuck and
0ot a cataiogue, which | still have, because we had decided
that we would restore it from the time he was barn on, with
that catalogue, | think from 1929, which we ooked through
and that gave us an idea, more vividly, of the kinds of things
that were there and then we set out to acquire those kinds of
things, went to all the antique stores, furniture stores, Salva-
tion Army, ahything to find those things. We really did & real
search so we tried to duplicate as near as possible and 1 think
that we did a pretty good joh of getting things that were there,
Then some ¢f the neighbors in the community gave us
several pieces. Thaticebox whichisinthe kitchenwas given
by a friend in the neighborhood and also the kitchen ¢abinet,
a lady that lived in the neighborhood, gave us that cabinet
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which is very much like the cabinet that we had. And also in
the hall, that...halltree, that was given by cne ot the neighbors
in the neighborhood. So that the other things that we found

in the stores, so that's how we did it. it was quite an
expernence.

How close do you feel the house is now to your childhood
memories?

1t is very close,

Including the fittie things? Did you try 1o get down to—well,
{ know that there were some small accessory items—

Yes. That was exactly what we did. As | said there were
persons on there—ior example, the spread that's on the bed
in my room, one of the parsons there gave i to us, because
| remember we had what we called—and I'm stili looking for
that—a Outch @il spread. They were made, people in the
rural areas made those spreads and gave them, because we
used to visit Ansonia[?] and Crockettvilte, and | remember
that they made those spreads and | guess somebody's still
making them, but that's what [ was looking for, a Dutch girt
spread. Butinthe meantime while | was looking for the Duich
girt spread, then ane of the members on the committee—and
she now Is deceased—she came up with a spread that she
had at that time and gave us the spread that's on the bed in
the birth room and also the one In my room. Now in my room
i see that someone has placed some clothing, items of
clothing, in there; those are not—Il don't know if some inter-
ested individual said, well they should be in there, so that's
how they got there. | can claim no [credit] for those. But the
littie pieces of furniture, that are on that dresser, those are
things that [, that we actually played with....

is there anything you think is missing from the house, from
your memory of your childhood?

You mean small things?
Anything.

What about pictures, photographs on the walls? | notice
there’s hardiy none.

Well, actually, there weren't that many pictures. | guess we
didnt take that many pictures and I'm beginning to see_that
now because | don't have but very few pictures of that time.

What about things on the wall? Paintings, mirrors?

Mirrors. I'm not sure about that many prints. There ware
some mirors and just things. | guess if | could see some
arlifacts perhaps that would bring that back 10 mind.

Da you have any photographs taken of the interiors at that
time?

I really don't. We just dign't take that many pictures. | have

some outside, but they are faded. They give you an idea of
the outside of the house.

seie ¥

What do you feef is the most important room in that house?

Is there an emphasis to be placed on certain areas of the
house?

Visitors most often seem to be interested in the room [S-4]
where he wasbormn. And | understand there have been some
inquiries as to where they actually stayed. As itoki Lissimore
the other day that room [S-5] right next to the birth room is
the rcom where my brothers actually stayed. Now they
moved from different points, but at the point of our moving
from that house they were staying in that room.
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Do you fee! that the whole house shoukd be fumished and
opan to visitors, or just certain portions of it?

Waell, it's just some portions, because | think we could do
something with the room where they stayed, but the ather
rooms were just rooms. As | was coming up there was
always a roomer, someone who livad in the house, so that
that front room upstairs {S-3) was used for a person who lived
inthe house and ithe room [S-6] cight on the other side of the
hall as you come upstairs, on the right hand side, that was
just another bedroom, for guests or whoevar, and from time
to time it was used tor different things because there was a
point, sometimes { stayed upstairs in that room. My parents
stayed in a room upstaire [S-4] and then at one time they
stayed in the room downstalrs [F-4) which is kind of used—
what we woulid like to do there is use that room tor exhibits.

Which room?

Downstairs [F-4], under the birth room,

The one that's now set up sort of fike a study?
Right,

That was used as a bedroom for a whilg?

:es. It had different roles, a bedroom, finally kind of as a
en,

[Suggests they have been thinking of using one of upstairs
rooms for exhibits on MLK or on other family members.)

{Had same thought tor oom downstairs.}

Which room inthe house do you rememberthe family gather-
ing in the most? Were there one or two rooms where the
family members got together frequently?

1 guess in the bedroom, sometimes in the living room.

Ara you thinking that middie room [F-4] would be a good
exhibit room because i changed functions so often?

Yes.
it didn't have a definite Identity.

Right, After the bedroom, then, as | said, it was used more
or less as a den, because at a point then, | rernember, dens

started being very popular. In eadier years | didn't kxnow
anything about a den.

Do you remember when the study was your grandparents’
room?

Yes, # was my grandparents’ room. That's where my
grandtather died, he feil on the floor in that room.

It was in the bedroom?
That room, yes. | was the one who found him.

Do you remember the time when it was a bedroom and when
it changed over 10 be the study?

You mean in terms of years? My memory’s not that good, |

never knew it would have significance, so | cant recall it in
terms of years.

Can you tell me if they ever had another room that was their
bedroom?
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No, never, because—~my grandmother eventually moved
upsiairs in what is now the birth room; she iived in that room
{for a while.

That wouid be when your parents moved downstairs?
Right.

A ot of people are asking us why was the girl down on the
first fioor by herself, because it's set up with the one bedroom
downstairs [F-7].

OK, [ can see—well, that was while my grandparents were

living, when | was young. Then as | said my parents moved
back downstairs—changed.

Most of the time that you were living in the house that [F-4]
was used more as a bedroom than as a den?

Which, the room wheré we now have it?

The den—was mostly a bedroom?

Right.

What kind of an exhibit do you see in there?

Well, things about the tamily, whatever we have—
What kind of materials do you have to illustrate that?

[Family pictures, not necessarily taken in that house. Not
released.]

sl

The hedges seem 10 be the same ohes wherg there's an
opening there. As | was telling several peopla about it——I
know that's original, it hasn't changed, because we used to
take by grandmother's fur piece and putit on a stick and carry
it out through those hedges to frighten peopie.

Hekk

There are some flowers—and it I'd see them | couid identity
them—that shouid go there in frort of the porch. | dont know
fiowers, i don'tknow the names but they woulkd bloorm—it was
kind of a tall flower and they came out on the tall plant. That
would certainly bring that back. And there were flower
boxes—did we putflower boxes there, I'm not sure—wooden
fiower boxes that hung right outside there on the porch.

ek
[Back of house. iron stairs new.]

| bet that extension is newtoo. Did you enclose what appears
to have been a small back porch?

it wasnt a back porch, [t was just a roof, it wasn't a back
porch, it was an extended roof.

ool

On the first floor where the washing machine and ironing
board are now [F-10), was that enciosed?

Yes, it was there.
Upstairs, where you go through that kind of door—

That was a window where the door is, a big window just like
the one that's in frort, a big window like that,
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What about potted plants and things in the interior? Did your

mother or your grandmother-—were they really into potted
plants?

Not inside, | don't remember too many potied plants.
What about cut flowers?

Yas, cut flowers, and there ware also rose bushes inthe back

yard and the front yard, too. 1 remember those rose bushes
stick.

Mk
Did you have a clothes line out In the back yard?

Yas, there was a clothes line.
One of those wooden ones with a rope or pulleys.

No, not quite that fancy, just a rope.

LA

Side 2
Wara there books inthe house? Was your brother a reader?

Yeos, there were books. We had an encyclopedia and every-
thing, ‘cause my asumt, my great-aunt, who was my
grandmothar's sister lived with us and she used o readto us
all the time, out ot the Book of Wisdom, encyclopedias, and

| remember she used to point out to us about the gortllas and
the apes and so forth. She used to read o us all the time,
tables, things like that.

e
Was there a lot of activity in the kitchen?

Yes, the kitchen and the dining room, we used to have family

meals all the tima. That was a regular routine, breakfast and
dinner.

Did you aiways eat in the dining room or did you eat in the
kitchen?

Dining room, always the dining room.

Was it supposed 10 be the tradition that the adults ate first
and the chikiren....

No, no, sat around the table. And that was the tima for the
tamily really 1o get logether and my father was the pastor at
Ebenezer and | remember wa would be waiting a lot of days
for him to walk up the street for dinngr. We had to be there
atdinnartime and everybody hadto be there around thetable.

Waere any other rooms used for meetings or gatherings?

Yes, the living room, definitely. My mother had cholrrehears-
als all the time. And church meetings were heid there.

Do you remember in the kitchen, especially in the period

wa're talking about, the stove that was there? Woukd you not
have had a gas range?

Yes, there was gas. See a lot of people have been trying 1o
say that it was a coal stove. | never knew a coal stove, it
was a gas stove,

Was that wood stove used for heating water?

Which wood stove? It's not a stove, that's a water heater. i
mean, for the water, it's not a stove.

So, you're saying that it had a gas line running through it.

=

-
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I'd assume it would, because that's what we used—gas. But
{ can identify one, ‘cause f've seenit in the Sears catalogue
that we had. And one of the members of our advisory
committee toid me that she saw one at a place and we never

did get it. I'm sure they don't have it. It was a stove piace
down here on Whitehall Street,

And this Is the gas range.

Yes, but | don't know If they still have it ‘cause that was a

couple of years ago and we noever did getit. A lot of people
think that is a stove but it is not.

Wi

Do you remamber any particular Incidents in that house,
invoiving your brother which wouid have forecast his future?

No, there's nothing that would have forecast his future,
because he was just a normal boy. The only thing that might
have given some inkiing wag~-{ don't know when It was—but
my father often sald that my grandmother said she just
coukin't stand to see him get a whipping or spanking. But
other than that he just had a normal boyhood. He played, he
tussied, he did everything else that other boys did. He wasn't
quite as mischievous as my younger brother, but he did
things——there was nothing at that stage that would suggest
anything about his future.

Did you have bikes or skates?

Yes. Skates, bikes, yes. Even once he was knocked off of
a bike...a car knocked him off of a bike, but it wasn't a serious
kind of a thing. So that's something that he keoked forward
to at Christmas--skates, he looked forward to that and he'd
go down to Powell Strest and skate, ‘cause there were littie

Q
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like hills. And of course we had tricycies and then iater, he'd
get a bicycle.

Where did you keep those?

On the back porch [F-10] and also on that back porch—...on
that rear porch, what we now use as a kind of storage closet
[F-9], we catled that a pantry, but it wasa't a food pantry. It
was a storage pantry and that's where different things stayed
that you weren't using.

So that's whare the tricycles and the bikes and that kind of
thing would have been.

Right....

We know that one chore of Dr, King's was to stoke the

tumace. What were some of the other things that you all had
to do?

Well, the regular things: Wash dishes.
Bring in the coal, | bet,

Yeas, we had to do that.

Oid they make you [help wash?] the dishes?

They tried to. [When] it was time to wash the dishes, of
course, | hate to say i, but my brother had to go 10 the rest
rocm, to the bathroom, each time it was time for the dishes
to be washed. That's one thing that he did, he didn't want to
wash those dishes, neither of them wanted to do that. And
my mather tried all kinds of things, she would give us a
rotating system, she'd set up a schedule, you know this is
your week to wash the dishes, but it aiways ended up being
my week—because there was something that wouks happen.
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So they didn't do much washing of dishes. That was a great
chore, biut then we would have to clean the house, dust and
sweep and she would kind of corral them to do some of those
things il she stood over them mare or less. Like typical boys
their room always was In great disarray—atways constantly
on the iookout picking things up and | remember once my
brother got sick, that is, my younger brother, and as sick as
he was, he knew the doctor had to come to the house, 50 he
said “you all clean up the room now, get the room clean”

‘cause he knew they could hardly get in with it looking fike it
was,

Were there any games that you alt played as chikiren?

OK, we finally learned to play Chinese Checkers, that was a
family game. My father taugnt us—we played that as a
farnily. Ot course my father would always try to win and we
leamed a lot trom him. And then we also played Monopoly,
and my Kids laugh at me now, my kids, when { say “You know,
Monopoly's an interesting game,” 'cause Dr. King loved
Monopoly, We played that as a family and with friends, and
that went on for years. Even after we were going to college,
we were still playing Monopoly.

Whaere in the house, which room did you play, these two
games.

Down in that room that was the den....and you played Oid
Maid too. That came to me yesterday, | was talking to my

class about work with children and thinking of games—Oki
Maid....

Do you know how your grandfather got his weaith?

Wealtht He wasn't a wealthy man. He owned that house and
he owned segveral other pieces of property, but he wasn't
what you would call a wealthy man. 1 guess he was just

trugal. He had a sense of direction, of looking forward, but
he hadn’t amassed a ot of wealth,

His primary job was being a pastor?

That was his job. | have a picture of him sitting in the back
yard, up at the house, of him just sitting outin the back yard.

© o e

[Story of M.L.’s fall from the upper hall} He fell from upstairs.
He was sitting on the banister upstairs, when he should have
been in bed, My father was lll; he had had his tonsils
removed, and hewas recuperating, and | think there probably
were some visitors in the room, S0 now he's sitting upstairs
in front of the birth room on the banisters and | think he tell
asleap and then of course he tumbled over and fell down—
notinthe basement, because that doorwas closed, butthat’s
the place where he fell. And then when my mother ran to
him, you know, she said his eyes were [?] and of course it
was frightening, and then | guess mather kind of shook him
and he came to; { don't even think they camied him to the
hospital. They examined nim but nothing, just a fall. 1 was
really a miracie. And he fell on his head, | understand. My
Uncle Joel was coming in the house, because he lived with
us. That's another thing | dicnt mention. My father's brother,
youngest brother, lived with us a good dea! of the time. Now
he's about, ha's much older than we are, bt yet he was
young enough tor my father o bring him up like a son.... But
anyway the time that M.L. fell, Joel was coming in the house
and he had some groceries, a bag of grocerias, that he had,
and § can recall | heard and { got up and | saw that Joet had
dropped the groceries and went to M.L. and | saw these two
different forms and | thought that maybe M.L. had come
apart. |coulkidnt figure it out for a while,

ek
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Appendix E

Interview with Rev. Joel King, Sr., Mansfield, Ohio, November 13, 1987, conducted

by David H. Wallace, Staff Curator, Division of Historic Furnishings, Harpers Ferry
Center, National Park Service.

This is a partial transcript by David H. Wallace, including only material relevant to the subject of this report.

Q:

A

You were a young boy when you first came to Aubum
Avenue?

Yont
About how oid would you have been?
About 13, § think,

So you were there when—may | call the children M.L., A.D.,
and Christine?

Yes. | was there before any of themwere bom.... | was born
in 1915, 29th of October.

So, where did you—what was your room?

My room was the third room [S-5], it would be on the left, the
last room on the left.

That one behind where Mr. and Mrs. King were. Did you
always have that room?

Always,

Q:

A
Q:
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Untit you left—and when was that?
| think | ieft In thirty-seven, | believe, when | got married.
$o who had the room in the front {$-3]7

Nobody. The room in the front. There was a little room right
out here. What is this?

Waell this is the balcony; this is the front part of the hall and
then this is the front bedroom.

But this was a bedroom in here [S-3].

Is this the one they rented?

That's where Sister Williams® sister lived.,
What was her name?

Ida.

S0 she would be Great-aunt Idato M.L. and A.D. and all. And
she lived there at {he same time that you did?
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¥es, she did, till she passed.

Do you have any idea when that was?
No. Chistine ought to have that....
Sometime in the 30s | suppose?

Yes.

And when you were in the room at the back, this is where
Rev. and Mrs. King...?

That's right. That's where M.L. was bom, in that room [S-4].

And how was the room [S-8] on the other side of the hall
used?

It was vacan.

That was vacamt?

For cofmpany....

A spare room?

And the one downstairs [F-7] the same.

That would be the one they now call Christine’s room?
| guess s0; it's downstairs, isn't it?

That's downstairs across from the dining room.

Yes. And this is the bath back here.

»

Q

0 > 0 » 8

That's right. And the Williams’ were in this room [F-4] behind
the parior?

Downstairs, yes.

Do you remember atter Rev. Wiliams died, Mrs. Williams
some time moved upstairs?

She moved into the same room where M.L. and them was
born in.

And the Kings moved downstairs?

Yos.

Da you have any idea when that was?
it was right after his death, not long after his death.

So most of the time when the chikiren were growing up their
parents were downstairs?

Yes.

Their grandmother was upstairs in the Birth Room.... During
the time you lived in the house, did they have seminary
students who rented a room?

No, there’d be no rgom for them to rernt.

It was just famnily living in the house?

it was just tamily. We-—we had a lot of old frerkds who woukd
come in occasionally, but nobody rerted or lived there.

Can | ask you to 1ry 1o take yourself back and imagine that
you are walking up 1o the house at the time that you were
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there, say inthe early 30s, and ask you some guestions about
what you wouid see on the porch and in each of the rooms
as | go through?

All right.

Which door would you go in? You came up on the porch—
[Baside] the walk there was an okd tree; we finally cut that
down, a big oak tree; the stump is still there, | think that was
what you'd see in thelittle yard, ‘cause | did ali that work, you
know.... And you come on the porch, there was a swing, had
a swing up, next 10 that side rail over here on the porch. And
nothing but chairs over here and nothing around on the sile.
Ware those rocking chairg with cane seats, sort of?

Yes, they had that; there ware two of thoas onthe front porch,
as | recalil.

Anything on the side porch?

Nothing on the side porch. We used to play [around there—
the children?]

Anything on the fioor of the porch?
No.

No matting or anything?

No, no matting. Once we had a little foot mat right as you
enter,

Door mat, sort of?

2
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Something like that. And you'd goin and there was a hallway
there.

So you went in the front door, not the side door?

Always—not the side door. Very rarely the side door was
used, because you'd have 1o come arouni.

So what did they call the room you went imto when you went
inside the front door? Did it have a name?

It was the haliway.

Just called it the hallway?

And that first room was what they called the kving mom,
Not the parior?

No. They had a iittle chair here in this littie parior.... You
could set gown there.. just Inside the door.

Was there a coatrack or anything of that sort?

Yes, thera was. . .that's all was there. That rarely was used.
Along under the steps there was where we kept our clothes.

Oh, | see, you went past the stairs?
Yeos, there was a little place.

Under the stairs?

Kind ot like that, where you go down in the basement. We
had a door that you raised to go down the steps.

And the coatrack was behind that little trap door?
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Yas.

Someone had said there was a ¢oatrack back there, so that
made me think people maybe came in there, but you say they
came through the front door?

Always. | dont remamber any—Only time that door was
used sometimes when we keep up a lot of noise. Well, we'd
come out there to get {away when they'd] try to whip us, for
somathing we wera daing. tt was just open for the family. |
don't ever remember anybody going in and out of that door
on the side. Then the next room [F-4] there was Rev.
Wiltiams',

That was a bedroom?
Yas, that was a bedroom.
Did he ever use that as a study or did he have his—

He had his study at the church. He aiways had his study at
the church and his office was there at the church.

So It was just a bedroom?

Just a bedroom. it had a bed, a chest—

So after Rev., Williams died, not too long atter he died, Mrs.
Wililams movedupstairs and yourbrother and his wife moved
downstairs and it remained a bedroom. Later—they call it

the den now-—do you remember when it ceased 10 be a
bedroom? How would it have become a den?

I don't remember that, because all the time | remember my
brother and his wife were there.

Certainly up through 1937 when you——

Q
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They may have turmned something after | left. But they
did-~they probably have the wrong room——we used the
dining room for a den thare for a while, | remember that,
Where did they put the dining table?

Well, they had it turned—

On, they kept it in the same room?

You see that's a pretly large room.

And then do you remember when Christine had that room?

Oh, yes.
That wouid be when she was a little okler, | suppose?

Yes. Im trying to remember how did they have those
children, A.D. and M.L, they stayed in this room over here
on the upstairs balcony here [S-2].

They had this room, the spare room for a—yes, you had this
room in the back [S-5].

Arg this is the room they had upstairs, this room here {5-2].
The haliway?

They stayed right out thare.

The kttle boys?

Yeos.
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Till about what-—as fong as you were there, and then they
moved into this room [S-5] after you left? Apparentiy this is
where A.D. and M.L. were the iast couple of years.

Yes, the last couple of years. And by the way ['d come back
every so often.... And that's what i say, that's when | said
they changed this dining room.

So the dining room became a combination den and dining
room,

They even moved the TV in there.

They never had the TV in the parior or the kving room?
No.

Did they have a radio there?

No. There was a planc in there, an okd piano.

That's stili there.

And I'm trying to see what was in the comer. They had a
rocker and a kind of a, something kike this.

A sofa in front of the windows, was it?

Yes.

And the plano was back in thié [southeast] cormner?

Back in that corner, right back in here somewhere. You see
the door opened, the door right here.... That piano usually
was sitling right over here.

Was it sort of catty-comered? The piano?

Q
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Yes.

Sothisis a door? Onto the porch? [referring to fromt window,
right]

No, there was a door coming out of this hall here.

That would be over here. This is the hall here. See, the front
door and the hall—

Oh, yeah. This is the haff right here. And the door fight here.
So, the planc was—

Was [?] What is this right here?

The piano, or the sofa?

They had a chair sitting over here.

Rocking chair, did you say?

Uh, huh.

Can you picture that corner?

They had an okd-fashioned—not a record player—what you
cail them?

Victroia?
Victrola, and [that] was always in that room.
How about a radio?

All the radios was in the rooms.
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Little radios?

Well, they didn't have any.

No radios?

| didn't have any in my room.

And none in the kving room?

No.

What about pictures an the wall in the living room?
Oh, they had pictures.

Remember what kind?

Oh, no, they had a big large picture like this [points to picture
on wall above him, about 20" x 30" horizontal].

Would they be religious pictures, or—
Oh, yes, they were religious pictures.
Landscapes?

They had one landscape. That was a farm, old-fashioned
picture like they were gathering wheat.

Oh, “the Angelus™? Uistening to the church belis in the
digtance. [More likely "The Gleaners”] Any mirrors do you
remember? In the living room?

No, no mirror.

Not over the fireplace?

> 0 ®» 0 X

> 0 » £ 2 0

No.
How did they heat the room?

They had a—i made alithe fires..thatwas my job. There was
a stove, there was a fireplace in the living room. There was
a firgplace over there, 100,

Yes, both the living room and the Williams® room had a
fireplace. Did they bum coalin it or wood?

Burn wooed and sometimaes coal, both.

But they didn't have kittle gas stoves?

No, nothing iike that.

Were you there when they put in the fumace?

Yes. |think | was there when they put up the fumace [7]. |

had to put the stove ¢coal inthat thing. That's been quite a

while.... Anyway it burned a—-slack, we called it, little stutt
looked like dirt-~—

In the stoker?

Yes, inthe stoker, And that heated the whole house then,
But it wasn't ike that when you first moved there?

No, by no means.

That came in iater?

1 madse the fires... | can remember firing brother's rmom and
the Williams’ room and my roomif | had any.
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And there was a fireplace in the dining room, too, apparently.
Yes.

And then your bedroom?

There was a fireplace there.

And they all bumed coal?

Coal, yes.

inagrate?

These old fashioned grates.

| think there's a couple of those still there, if | remember.
Later on they put in gas.

I've been through the house since they remodetled it. Place
is {7} changed [?7] because | had no reason at that particular

time to remember. | know in my room there was some
pictures in there, the bed and—

Was that a metal bed or a wooden bed?
A wooden bed.

Painted?

No, i dont think it was painted.

Natural finish, like a maple?

Yes. And the fireplace and a chair. It used to sit up front ot

me and they had in this room, they had a little closet back
here somewhere.

Q

> o » 020 >» 0 2 Q0 » Q2

Right. You'd come in the door here. Where would the bed
be?

The bed woulkd be right here [north wall].
Sticking out?

Yes.

And the chest?

The chest would be right here. That's the window, isn't it?
That's the firgpiace.

Fireplace.

Window's here.

Window right here.

So it would be in front of, between the windows?
Yes. Now [?] the chair set here by the—

With a mirror or without & mirror?

I don't know about a mirror [7] There ware very few mirrors
in the house.

Was this like a washstand or just a chest of drawers, a fittle
chest?

A chest of drawers, you know, like they have where you put

your shirts inthe drawers, with g vanity like and you set things
on top of it.
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And this was a bigger chest over here?
No, this was a chair.
Oh, Ym sorry. | thought you said chest.

Chair aiways sat there. And there was a small chair right
over here.

Would those be painted chairs or natural finish?
Naturai finigh.
With hard wood seats or caned seats?

Caned seats.... And somewhare right in here was where you
put your clothes.

A closet?

A closaet.

| think that's there now. What was on the floor?

They had acarpet, half of a carpet. The rest was a plain floor.
That wouks be out here?

it covered from here [?] by the bed.

Like in here, just beside the bed?

No, under the bed; it went all the way.

I should et you draw it

>0 > 0 2 0 20

You ses, it came—tha carpet started back here, but it lett a
space back there where the chest is—that was wood. This
fight in here was wood.... [?]

So the bed was sitting on it?

Yes.

Was that a linoleum or—

itwas a rug.

ltwas a real rug?

A real rug.

With a pattern on t?

The only [room] where linoleum was in the kitchen and the
bathrooms, because | had to mop those...and in the dining
room there was plain natural floor, hardwood tloor. And a
smali rug in both room, bedrooms,

Sort of like the one in your room?

Yeos.

Sothat when you stepped out of bed you weren't on the coid
fioor, How about in the living room? '

A carpetin there. A real carpet in there.
And the spare bedrooms?
When you asked me about that—it's coming (o me now. it

was a—out there inthat hall [F-1] which you asked me about,
it was a thing stood there, an old rack for coats to hang, and
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nobody used it very much, always went out there in the back.
| remember that now.

That was an oak rack--not a wardrobe?

Yeas. No, just a rack....

...Was there anything on the floor out there [upstairs hal]?
Yes, they had a littie—! wouki call it a throw rug.

Getting back to the living room, | think in your brothers

autobiography he tatks about how his wife had cholr practice
sometimes in the iiving room?

Yeos, but that was-~they sat out in this little hall and then the
room,

Both rooms?

Because of the plano.

Was the piano ever out in the hall?
No, it never was.

It was always in the living room?

Yes.

How many were in the choir? Sounds like it was pretty big.
Oh yes, they always had a large membership of the choir.

When they had cholr practice what did they use for chairs for
that number of people?

o » 0 » o0 =X
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They pushed those stools and those chairs over the house.
Brought them from all over the house?

All over the house.

They didn't have folding chairs stashed away....?

No. 8ack then when | came up | rarely ever saw a folding
chair [?].

Waell, they had them in Sunday School when | was a kid, but
there were usually three together or something like that.

Yes, | remember that, but | mean—
But not in the house?

Neot in the house.

Did thay have any other kind of meetings in that living room?

No—that was for her, because of the children, you know,
where she'd be with the children, because going to church in
the evening there, you know, they didn't dare 1o ieave the
children alone and she could be there with them [during choir
practice?]. And that was the only thing that they ever—oc-

casionally sometimes she might have a women’'s meeting
there {7).

But mostly it was for the family and friends when they were
visiting, thay sat in the living room?

Uh-huh,

Did they sing around the piano much?
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Oh yes, they sang there....

She taught some music too, | guess?

Qh yes, she was very competent.

So turderstand. Did all the chikiren leam to play the piana?
M.L. learned it better than any of them; the other two didn"t—
Christine and A.D, didn't play too much. Uke myself. | wish
to God | had..[somaone] make me take music. | don't know
why | missed that....

And you know later on he bullt on at the back of this house
steps that go downstairs fromthe outside. is this sthl there?

They're still there. Was that after thay converted it to duplex
apantments?

No, that was when | was there, they put those steps back
there. :

Was that tor safety reasons?

| think it was more for comfort getting out.... | think they had
that in mind.

Did they ever use the balcony? This littie-—~'cause you know
now {t's a window and the architects say that was originally

a door out onto the balcony? Do you remember anything
about that?

Whare, from the back?

No, in the front. There’s a little balcony in front of the house
right off this hallway.

Oh, no, the most use of that was the chiidren, they'd get out
thare; you know, play and hop around and that sort of thing.
We never did anything but [?].

There wouldn't be any chairs?

No chairs,nothing like that. And you wanted to see things
and overhear [7]. Yeah, | remember that now. That thing, it
was a tin on the floor; | don’t think It had been completed.
Really part of the roof? The porch roof?

Wali, that's right—because that's nothing but tin and they
have a littie oki balcony around.

So it reaily was for appearance?

Yas, it never was for yse.

Which window did M.L. jump out of when he thought he'd
Killed his grandmother?

| can't—i guess~—he had two talls, Wall, that was—it wasn’t
a window, he fell from upstairs.

Oh, off the railing?
Off the raifing, right down here—and he knocked himself out.

And according 10 Christine you were just coming in the door
with a bag of groceries.

[taughs] And Mrs. Willlams ran out there but he was out,
because | picked him up. You know how children play
on—{laughs] | remember that.

How old was he then?

o . //—//
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7] He's young.
Four, five, six?
Yeah, somewhere around that. He got a good fall out of that.

And then one time they say he and A.D, were sliding down
the banisters and knocked Grandmother Williams over,

Yes, you see they came down—see these are railings.

This Is the first floor steps. This is the second floor. This
wouid be the railings on the second fioor.

You see, they'd come on down this way and Mrs. Williams
standing along there and he couldnt stop here and she's
standing there and he hit her.

Wellthattime he's supposed to have run upstairs and jumped
out a window, Do you remember that?

No.

And then when--aiso when she died he's supposed to have
jJumped out a second fioor window.

i was away from—I was pastoring.

Of course that was in *41,

| was pastor in Griffin then and they called me here....
Where in the downstélrs hall was the telephone?....

The telephone, it was on...it was right here where you see
the first steps are.

s
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These are the steps going up to the second fioor; this is the
first floor hall, the side porch door.

Between this step and the railing along in here was a—the
telephone was nailed to the wall,

Right at the foot of the steps?
Yes.
It was on the wail? Was it hanging or was it on a starxi?

No, it was nailed-~you know, they have a clear wall right
here.

Right. Mounted on the wall?
Right. Mounted on the wail.

Do you remember anything on these walls next to the
Williams' bedroom?

No. He moved that phone from that side to that side. |
remembar that, over here to over there.

This wouid be—you'd almost have to be standing on the
steps to use it there because you have that swinging door.

Yeah, but there's quite a space between this step—they had
a landing. i'd ba on the landing like.

Oh, on the landing.

But you used to stand on the landing to use the phone. You
had a kind of space there.

Did they have any sort of table or anything on the landing?
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No, it was clear.

There are French doors here. Did they keep those open or
closed?

Most times these were open, rght in here. But you had
some—going ino this~these French doors stood between
this entrance jere.

They were there when you started to live there?
Yes, they were there....

Was there any carpeting on the floor in the hatt? Orwas that
bare?

No, in here you had linoleum.
Lingleum alohg—out hers t00?
No, no. 1t was carpet up here.

Carpet in the front hall?

And dght here leading from those French doors back to
the—0n back to the bathroom, you stepped down [?] | don't
know, but | remember mopping that so often,

Do you have any memory of what color it might have been?
it was green and white,

Block pattem?

Yes.

How about it the kitchen?
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The same thing.

And the bathroom?

Yeah. Haiway, bathroom, kitchen.

Sort of like a checkerboard, in green and white?

Yes.

Where was the stove, the kitchen range, in the kitchen?

it wag—

See, this is the back wall.

Back wall, back there against this wall.

And the sink was over here,

And they had a table, a breaktast table.

Like that?

Ut-tuh.

Did anyone eat breakiast there?

Well,  guess [ ate more than them, 'cause they all most ate
in the dining room all the time, Mrs. Williams herself [?]. |
never see the whale family {eat on this table7].

Not the three of thern?

No, ‘cause usually Dr. Williams had his breaktast there on
the tabie. We all {?] not enough room back there.
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You took all your meals with the tamily?
Uh-huh.
But some people had breakfast in the kitchen?

Usually Mrs, Willlams just fixed something [?] when | was

going to schoofl {7] just put it on the table. Sometimes she’'d
eat there,

How about the Kings?

| don't remember them,

Too many of them. How about the icebox? Remember
where that was?

Yes. It was sitting right in here.
By the window? And was there anything in that comer?

Fmteying to think. They had sarmething sitting in there where
they put dishes, glasses.

Like a kitchen cabinet?

Yeah, but it wasn't a kitchen cabinet.

it was a digh cabinet?

Smail—

With glass front or—-?

Yes, it was glass front. They kept dishes in there.

That would be against the back wall beside the stove?

Q
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Let's see, 'mtrying to get this space. You see this—you had
a lot of room atter you've got this stove in that kitchen.

| have a picture of it the way it is now,... This is the window
and thay have an icebox there.

This is the thing 'm talking about over there, see that fght
there?

Kitchen cabinet. They have it now where the stove shoukd
be | think,

Let's see.

That's lookirg in the kitchen door. You dont see the sink
‘cause it's to your right,

They've got that thing sitting where the stove is.

That's what | thought. And then they have a little pot-bellied
stove to heat water—now. Did they have that then?

No, no.

They heated water right on the range?
Now, what is this here?

That's an icebox, but a pretty small one.

| don't {7] but it was a large one. This is a window. And this
thing here was sitting right in here.

Yeah, that makes 5ense. You need the light baside i,
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You see what | mean, That was sitting right over here. And
this thing here, this table was sitting out here. Is that sup-
posed to be in the middie now.

1 think they have it in the middle now. But it shouid be close
to the wali?

Yeah. You could go by here 10 the washaer, 10 the sink. And
over there would have been the stove. That was ali was in
there.

Do you remember what kind of table it was? A drop-leat or
porcelain top?

it was ke this but it wasn't near this large.
Actually this one Is from the other house over on Boulevard,

from their breaktast nook, 50 it's really not a kitchen table at
all. But it didn't have a porcelain top, it had a wood top?

Waood top,

Did it have a tloth on it or something?

Yas, it had a cloth on it.

Did Mrs. Williams or Mrs. King use that as a work table atso?
Yeah. They did a ot of work there where they had—

But of course this cabinet has a work surface (00....

But most of that work was done on Sundays {?] and that's
about alt that's in there.

And there was linoleum on that floor.

2
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Yes....

Would it have been oilcioth on that table or cotton cloth?

They had both, it seems like it had anoilcloth, | believe gived
or nailed to #. And then they always put a scarf onit.

So you could use the oiicioth it you were going to work on the
table and it was tacked on undernaath or something?

I know it didn't move. Most of the time I'd ba the last one
getting out to school, so Mrs, Withams would fix me some
cocoa and breakfast, and she'd sit right at that end of table.

What kind of chairs were there?

They had maybe it was straw, cane-bottom chairs.
[There were] just two of them?

Two chairs.

Wouk! there be any pictures on the walls in thers, or a
calendar or anything of that sont?

Yeah, they had some pictures. | remember two. There was
one over in that comer gver there. It wasn't as [far?] as the
sink but right near, between the sink and the door in the wall
there, there was a picture.

Any idea what it was?

No,

And how about a calendar?
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Oh yes, they kept a little oid calendar in there, always.
[Hanging?] between that picture and the sink. There was
quite a space there between them sink—

| may have a picture of that.

Ali right. You see this space—

That woukl be the door right there.

Where's the sink? Right here.

Yes.
Seo right up here was a picture.
Between the pipes?

Soe those pipes here. And they come down and then there’s

a picture somewhere along up here. it's right over this sink
here.

This would be where the stove was and the cabinet's round
the comaer on this wall. See this is the back window. The
stove was there, wasn't it?

Yeah.

And then the cabinet was just amund the comer, ke here,
and the stove there?

Thay had three pictures in that room. They had a little thing

hanging right up here over the cabinet. And they had a large
calendar.

A large calendar naxt to the window?

Q
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Yes.

OK, that wouid be the...the south window, the back window,
anyway.

With the stove was there a stovepipe that went out the wall
or out the window or did it go right up?

Straight up.
Through the ceiling?

Yes.

That's the way they have the little wood stove now, Did they

get a gas or electric refrigerator while you were still there?
Or did they always have the icebox?

They had the icebox.

Justthe lcebox? Was there any kind of a rolier towsl, do you
remember, on the door or anything ke that?

No.
Where were the towels, dish towels and things?
They placed them in this thing here.

Oh, in the cabinet? Do you remember any kind of dishpan
or dish drainer on the drain board?

No.

They just laid them on the board itseff.... Back to this room.
This [F-7] Is downstairs across from the dining room. That
was usually a spare room until Christine got oider?
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Yeah.

And she had that when she was a teenager, | suppose?
This is the room that | married in.
Your brother married you?

Yes. He married me [?].
And that was '377

Side 2
| was asking you about books,

Most of the books was in the rooms.
inthe bedrooms?
Inthe bedrooms. There was no spedial place.

Where would the encyclopedia have been? You don't
remember that? it may have been later.

it must have been—it had 1o be up there in that front room
[S-2] on the top of that chest of drawers or whatever.

Was there any sort of chest of drawers with the room where
the boys slept?

No, at the end there was a little small chest of drawers [7)

and that had been there for years, There was a light sitting
ontopof it,

| beligve this here is the same old thing they had when | was
there.
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The washing machine?

Yeah, that's it. You see there | wasteliing you about-—some-
thing you asked me aboutis in this comer; see back up there
that [stool?] where...right along here.

This is in the back hall,
This Is in the hall now.
Yeah, the back porch, they called it [F-10].

[7) what did we cali that room? That Httle thing stood off from
that bathroom.

Did they have coal oil lamps? Or did the electricity never go
off?

| don't remember.
| guess in the city it wasn't that much of a problem?

| don't remember..any lamps. | dont remember when the

electricity ever went off.... | don't think we ever had that
trouble.

Any pictures that you remember other than the gathering
wheat?

No, I don't. There was no pictures of the family.
No pictures of the tamity?

inthe house.

Even Dr. Wiliams after he died? That would\be in Mrs.
Williams' room | suppose if there was one?
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The only picture that | realize ot him was the one inthe church
window, that | remembaer. | was never in Mrs. Williams’ room.
That's the reason—I've been trying to locate my mother's
picture. That's my dad there, and him—and there’s only one
picture of my mother and | can't—nobody-—i've been- tried
to buy from the people down in Stockbridge a [ ] that had a
fittie picture of her cause | wanted one. And | havent been

able to get— There's onty one picture of her. Back then they
didn't make many pictures.

And | guess even the King chligren didnt—I don't know if
they had a Brownie camera, but there just don't seem to be
family snapshots, except outdoors, kke on the front porch....

You know, one thing..the okier people was the kind of
people—they didn't go for this kind of [?] and [ wonder where
is the pictures— don't know i they have any pictures of the
children when they were babies.

I've just seen one or two pictures and they were taken out on
the porch, when they were six, seven, eight years okd, but
nothing inside.... But at least there weren’t framed pictures
of your parents or the Wiliamses hanging orn the walls?

NO, m....

Would there have been a print of “the last supper” anywhere
in the house?

No, no no.
A picture of Jesus?

No. They were very homely people. You know, both Dr,
Wiiliams and my brother being preachers....

b * B S *

But they didn't go in for things like that? And I suppose
having their offices in the church you woukin't have things at
home? ‘

Yeah, but see you atways.... {I have an office at church?) but
| always kept a littie desk of books...I'm called on 1o speak a
jot and | have a lot of those things right there in my bedroom,
books and ali....

Would either your brother or Dr. Williams have had a desk in
their bedroom?

No.
They were so close 1o the church?

Dr. Williams got up early in the moming, he used to go to the
church and he’d stay there till about four, come home and
oat and go back there, They did very ittle reading at night,

Did people get around in the living room and read at night?
No. All your reading was done in the bedroom.
Were there any particular games they played?

No, they never—0r, Williams...no | didnt see them ever play
a game in there. One of the strong—{my brother] never did
believe in smoking or drinking and when | grew up | came
home one day—he got me a little job with Dr. Drellis—and |
came home smoking a Cigarette.... My brother waited il |

got up on the porch, he was ahead of me, ard he hit me a
back hand an [laughs}-~

Wiped it right out?
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A:  And that cigarette—{laughs].... He was a strict man. 1| tell
paople he was one of the most—{ guess brother really lived
what he preached. Any man | know, probably, he ought to
have went 10 heaven. Because he believed in that Bible. He

fived by it. | never seen my brother do anything wrong, ail

the time...never.

Nk




Appendix F

Interview with Mrs. Benita Bennett, friend of the King family and tour guide at the
Birth Home, January 6, 1984, conducted in the Birth Home by staff members, Martin
Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site.

This is a partial transcript by David H. Wallace, including only material relevant to the subject of this report.
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...l was not a part of the original commitiee that refumished
the house. These pieces were purchased and matched to
the recollection of Mrs. King who really supervised the res-
toration ¢f the house...Mrs. Alberta King who grew up in this
housa. She was not bom in this house because, Mrs. King,
if | remember correctly, was five years old when the family
moved herg, And 0, the wallpapers throughout the house
and the furnishings are as best she could recall them being
in 1929. This is what you wers trying 1o match,

The piano is the original. Thatwas hers. Because Mrs. King
was an accomplished musiclan. That was her plano and
when the family moved from here she took the piano with her
and then she even had it, fortunately stored In her basement

on [?] Street. So when they got ready to refurnigh, it was no
problem to pick it up.

Do you know any history behind it as far as whether she got
it as a Christmas gift from her father?

No, | don't know when it was given to her, whether it was a
gift or at what time. It's just that | know she got it at a time

So all of the other pieces in here woukd be pieces possibly
that...would be pleces of the period but not original to the
housa. Now, | understand from Mrs. Famis that this whatnot
stand and this desk are original and were in the house. But
now | dont know whether or not they were where you see

them. And of course you know that's out of piace [the
telephone]....

Wae will probably move this....

And you know about this photograph. This photograph was
taken in Januasy of "41. It was taken just before they moved
out of here. The grandmother died In May of 1941 and t was
in‘41 that the family moved away, 80 you have-—this is Martin
on your right and then Christine and AD...and this is Mrs.

King, Rev. King, and Mrs. Jennie Williamns, Mrs. King's
mother.

These are Daddy King's hats, but this [hall stand] is not an
original.

[At this point Mrs. Bennett begins to giire her house

when she was in her teens and...she grew up with that....
tour.]
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inthe living room the piano is original. Mrs. Alberta Kingwas
an accomplished musician. She studisd attampton Institute

and each of the three King children learned {o play on that
p(ano

Then we move into the next room {F-4]. whi.ch sometimes
served as a study, sometimes a bedroom, and in later years
as a playroom. The original piece in there is the desk. The
desk belonged to the Rev. Williams,

And then we move on down to the dining room. Note the
1929 vintage telephone, because they did have atelephohe,
that is, the Kings and the Willlams.

in the dining room the buttet is an original plece. So are the
plates and the glasses on the table. if you look onthe mantel,
you wili 86 a crumber and that was used by the tamily. Now
we have to remember that the Rev. Willlams was a formal
individual anxt in his day ministers were not as informal as
they are today, thersfore it was important that the family sit
down together fortheir meals, and the tamily did sit down first
underthe Rev. Wiltiams' direction and later under Rev., King,
Sr.’s direction. So the meals were eaten in this dining room,

Now, we go from the dining room to the kitchen, The only
original plece in the kitchenis the sink which was builtin when
the house was constructed. The table that you see was a
table which the King family had when the tamily fived on
Boulevard.... The family moved 1o Boulevard in 1941 after
the grandmother, Mre, Jannie Williams, had died.

This is the faundry area [F-10] and here we Just have ex-
amples of the kinds of progression for laundry, the old type
washboard, the old fluting iron, and one of the early electric

irons, an early electric washer, and of course, the standby,
the tubs and the board.

Now this house has two baths, and mis is oné [F-8}, down

here, a complete bath. And you also see this closet here
[F-8), sort of storage indoors.

Now we'll go back along the hali,-if you will, and this is a
bedroom [F-7]. This was Chdstine’s bedroom, Christine
being the okdest of the three children and the only girl. This
furniture bebnged fo her mother, it was her mother's when
her mother was in her teens and her mother bequeathed it

to Chiristine ang Christine has subsequerrtly bequeatheditto
the King Center.

The wallpaper that you see in the hall and each of the rooms
has been matched or was matched to Mrs. King's recoliec-
tion. Mrs. Alberta King was—Alberta Williams King—was
fiva when the tamily moved here and when the house was
being restored she recalled as best sha could how it looked

when she moved here and cenainty when her son was bom
inthis house....

| have no idea about that trunk. 1do know it's emigty. | don't
know whather they just put #in....

When was the back of the house added?

| asked Christine about that. Christine does not recall this
being added. Christine has said 1o me that they never
had-—sha never heard her mother speak of any outdoor
{avatories, that as tar as she recalls there was always this
bathroom down here and the one upstairs.

That's pessible, because we know from other sources...that
there were sewers in this area by 1895 so this could have

been one of the first houses built from the ground up with
indoor piumbing.
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When Marlin was a youngster one of the things that he was
responsible for was filling that with coal. Now in the winter-
time it seams that they closed this because you get nothing
but a draft~but in the summerit's usually open and of course
you can see that the new furnace has been instalted for the
renovation, because the house is now air conditioned. Butit
was not at the time they lived here. And this raiting was not
here at the time that they lived here....

Now in all probability there were blowens in this house, that
went in front of the fireplaces 5o that you could close it off

when you weren't using It and to keep the draft from coming
down,

Explain to me what is a blower.

it's a plece of metal and it was usually decorative...and it even
helped you get the firs started. It would be back, kke this
outline is here [in kving room fireplace] and it would fit in this
area and it wouid have handlgs on it, so that you could pull
it out and also push it in when you got ready 1o start it. But
this [fire board] is a piece that wouid have come along later
in order to...make It very decorative. But this would have

nothing to do with the fire; in fact this is wood, so it would
have tobe...

Did other members of the King or Williams families live in the
house?

A St
Yes. Mrs. Williams had a sister whose name Was Eve [Ida]
and she lived here during the ime that Martin—
Do you know how long Daddy King séési;ster Woody
King whlla she was going to school. .

No, | don't know how long. At that time, of Course, she was
staying here with the Wilams. And | guess at this juncture
she might be the only one.

She's still iving?

Yes, she's still fiving. Now Rev. King might remember how
long she stayed here.

Now this is the room {S-4] in which he was bomn. And the
original pleces of furniture in here are this chest thatis by the
door and the chifforobe. Ang this cedar chest, which

belonged to his mother, that was a common piece of fumiture
at that time.

Is the bed a bed that was in the house or just a period—
| think it's just a period-—

Now this area [S-2] and this table too are something that was
put in here. This area was sometimes used as a bedroom.
You see it's large enough to have put & single bed out here.
And then later it was used as a play area for the chikiren.

This is a machine like the one from that period but not an
original piece. o

Was that window ever a door? L

No, this has atways been e this, Full window. This is the

window from which Martin Jumped at one time when he heard
i think, that his grandmother had died.

And then this is a bedroom [8-3] 1his was a bednoom And
| understark! that this room was often rented 1o beginning
ministers. There are four bedrooms on this fioor.

Did AD and Martin share a bedroom always.
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Now that | don't really know authenticaily....

§ think thare’s mare storage than anything eise now there is
a Center. There was a lime prior to the Center being con-
structed that ihis [S-5] was the room from which the non-
violencs program was conducted and then there were times
when the person, whoever was here conducting the tours,
dicd work Jrom this room. So you have lots of old stuff in here.
This is a chair like the kind that would have been on the front

porch and  had & brought up here because it’s broken and
was very unsightly.

This plece is part of the furnighings that were acquived by the

AKAs or!s this another plece that basically is a remembrance
piece?

This was a piece that would have been acquired.

The reason § ask Is that whan we do a fumishings study we
need to make sure we take into conskleration every piece
that may have bean either acquired or original....

Now let me getthis straight. The AKAs [AlphaKappa Alphas)]
acquired the furnishings?

No, the AKAs bought the house from Mrs. Alberia King and
deeded it to the King Center. And then, as you look on the
doors, you will see the names of the other sororities that
made some contribution toward—ior example—who is this?

Sigma Gamma Rho

All right, Sigma Gamma Rho was large responsible for
refumishing of the Birth Room. The Atianta Chapter of Delta

[Sigma Theta] was responsible for the refurnishing of the
living room.

bl 2 g

Hara is the bathroom [S-7].

Yes, this is a later sink? I'm not sure.

§ wouid doubt that.

You think it may be the sink that was here?

LL L

Thae Rev. Willams, Martin’s maternal grandfather, was gne
ot the presidents of the Allanta branch of the NAAGP, There-
{ore it Is conceivable that mesetings for the tormation of the
organization, plus some of the other involvements thathe had
to bring about a kind of parity in the city, those meetings were
held hare. We know that church circles met hera. In fact
there was a choir at Ebenezer that was formed by Mrs. King
in 1932 and they otten rehearsed here. So the house, from
what | have been able to glean, was a happy home....

You know | niever hear much about Mama King, about her

lifa. l've read Daddy King's book, but | don't know a whole
kot about her lite and her history.

i feel very bad when you say that because | was supposed
10 have worked with her on getling her story told. And ! had
only one interview with her. | beganin'73 and of coursa she
was killed in'74, But she was shy and quiet, but she had an
excellent sense of humor. And whereas she would never
have struck out against all of this segregation the way that
Rev. King did, she supporied him but she was afrald. She
did not have the bravado that hé had. She could walk up to
you and very quietly tell you something and make you laugh
and then they'd be wondering, Gosh, what's going on over
there. And she did hers | think through the music.... in
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addition to her forrmal training she had a lot of innate ability,
because she couid sit to the piano and just play.

I've heard some biographical information about Dr. King that
said that he also sort of played the plano.

All of them had lessons.

As far as you know, did he inherit or did he have any of that
kind of musical talent himselt or were his talents other.

| think his talents were other, because what would happenis
that Martin could sit to the pianc and the piece that really
stands outin my mind and | guess inthe minds of most people
would be Moonlight Sonata and you couid settie back think-

Bt

ing you were going to hear it and after about the first page
that would be the end of it. Now he sang beautifully. He had

a beautiful rich baritone voice, but nothing on the piano as
opposed to—

Most Victorian houses of this era you'd find a number of
portraits and pictures, largely pictures of pastoral scenes

hanging on the wall, but | s8¢ nothing in this house..there’s
a picture raii.

Well, you see, they may have and that's something that was
not foliowed through on during the restoration.

sk






