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Preface and Acknowledgments

This is the eighth in a series of reports produced by the Archeological Collections
Management Project (ACMP) of the North Atlantic Regional Office of the National Park
Service. The purpose of the project was to catalog and prepare for storage the Martin Van
Buren National Historic Site (Van Buren NHS) archeological collections. Along with
processing the artifacts, the ACMP created a computerized catalog designed to make the
collections information more accessible to both Park staff and independent researchers alike.

The purpose of this report is to record the cataloging activities performed by the
ACMP on eight Van Buren NHS collections, summarize the five archeological projects
undertaken at the site, and synthesize the information contained in the original excavation
reports. This report does not present a reanalysis of data, nor is it intended as a substitute
for any of the original archeological reports. Instead, it should be used as a general guide to
both the collections and the excavations.

The collections were processed at the Eastern Archeological Field Laboratory in
Charlestown, Massachusetts. As the result of reorganization in 1990, the name of the
laboratory was changed to the Archeology Branch of the Cultural Resources Center, which
serves the North Atlantic Region of the National Park Service. In order to avoid undue
confusion, the laboratory will be referred to as the Archeology Branch throughout the text.

The completion of this report has a history of its own, encompassing numerous events
and people. The first and foremost event was the cataloging of the archeological collections,
undertaken by Natalie Rose Liberace, Doreen Crowe, and myself. I would especially like to
thank Natalie Rose for being crazy when it was most needed. Mary Troy and Martine
Cherau cataloged the archival collection and printed the NPS catalog cards for which thanks
and appreciation are given.

Many thanks to Louise DeCesare, Gerald Kelso, Sarah Smith, Chris Scales, Sue
Philhower, and Kurt Faust. Louise, who worked on the drafting, had the wonderful knack of
giving the advice I really wanted to hear, while Gerald supplied the advice I never thought
of. Sarah helped in the final stages of drafting the figures, and Chris proofread the entire
manuscript. Sue’s xeroxing and word processing eased my job tremendously. The graphics
in the report were sometimes difficult, but Kurt’s cartographic skill made it all work
successfully. Special thanks also to Grace Ziesing, Gail Frace, and Darcie MacMahon for
their editing, comments, and suggestions in the final stages of writing this report. Darcie
also supervised the cataloging of the collection, which was not always the easiest of tasks.
Thanks also to Susanne Webster for being the only non-archeologist to read this report.
Myra Harrison, manager of the Cultural Resources Center, must be recognized for her
constant support of the ACMP and know that her efforts are appreciated by the entire
ACMP staff.
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Linda Towle has my sincere appreciation for her support, suggestions, and editorial
comments. Her uncanny ability to know when to make suggestions, offer support, or to
recommend I do something altogether different, helped in the more difficult periods.

The drafting in this report was primarily done by Kurt Faust who passed away on July
4, 1991. This report is dedicated to him for his wonderful work and in memory of his
friendship.

Maria Angela Capozzi
Charlestown, MA
August 27, 1991
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Introduction

The Martin Van Buren National Historic Site (Van Buren NHS) in Kinderhook, New
York (Figure 1), was acquired by the National Park Service (NPS) from the National Park
Foundation in 1976 (Fiero 1983:10). Since then, five archeological surveys resulting in four
archeological collections have been undertaken on the grounds of Lindenwald, the Martin
Van Buren home. There are also numerous surface collections that were recovered by
preservation, maintenance, construction, and Van Buren NHS staff. The archeological
materials from four of the excavations and four of the surface collections were cataloged
according to NPS standards by the Archeological Collections Management Project (ACMP).
The material from the remaining excavation has not been accounted for, and the artifacts in
the other surface collections were already cataloged and therefore not included in this project
(see Appendix 1).

A note on the terminology used in this report is in order. A total of eight archeological
collections was included in the ACMP for Van Buren NHS. Each of these collections was
assigned an accession name and number by the Park at the time it was received, and will be
referred to as such throughout this report. Some confusion may result from the fact that two
of the collections were given the same number (but different names) since they were
recovered by the same research team at the same time. These two collections are discussed
together throughout this report. Further confusion comes from the fact that one of the
archeological projects summarized in this report has no corresponding collection since the
materials could not be located at the time of the ACMP. This project is referred to by name
only since no accession number exists. The eight collections and the single project are
discussed in detail below, but Table 1 provides a summary of the names, dates, accession
numbers, and excavators/collectors of each, which should facilitate their identification in the
text.

In June of 1988 the ACMP staff retrieved some of the Van Buren NHS collections
from the Springfield Armory NHS in Springfield, Massachusetts, where the artifacts from
Accession #155 and Accession #223 were stored. The documentation for Accessions #155
and #223 was stored at Van Buren NHS as were the artifacts and documentation for
Accession #337 (Towle 1985). The ACMP staff transported this material from Van Buren
NHS in June 1988. All of the collections were brought to the Archeology Branch in
Charlestown, Massachusetts, for processing. The smaller collections were sent to the
Archeology Branch from Van Buren NHS in 1988.

The Archeological Collections Management Project

The ACMP was developed in 1981 by the Division of Cultural Resources of the North
Atlantic Regional Office of the NPS to reorganize and catalog the archeological collections
of the parks in this region. A standard and systematic cataloging of archeological collections
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Figure 1. Location of Van Buren NHS in Kinderhook, New York (U.S.G.S.
Stottville and Kinderhook, New York, quadrangles, revised 1980).
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Table 1. Summary of Archeological Projects and Collections Discussed in the Text

Accession

Project/Collection Name Date Number Excavator/Collector Reference

Projects:

Historic Structures Report 1978 223 Kathleen Fiero, Denver Fiero 1983

(HSR) Survey Service Center, NPS

Archeological Impact 1979 no Thomas F. Mahlstedt, Mahlstedt

Assessment accession North Atlantic Regional 1979
Office, NPS

Historic Grounds Survey 1981 155 Brona G. Simon, Public Simon
Archaeology Laboratory 1982a
(PAL), Brown University

Utility Survey 1981 155 Brona G. Simon, PAL, Simon
Brown University 1982b

Electrical Line Easement 1984 337 Joan Gallagher, PAL, Inc. Gallagher

1984

Collections:

Campbell House Collection 1983 267 Building Conservation —
Branch Staff, Cultural
Resources Center, NPS

Surface collection unknown 315 Van Buren NHS —
maintenance staff

Surface collection unknown 317 Van Buren NHS —
maintenance staff

Window Well #11 unknown 472 unnamed construction crew —

allows easy access for park curatorial staff and for independent researchers (DeCesare
1990:1; MacMahon 1988:3).

In 1985 ACMP archeologist Linda A. Towle undertook a region-wide Accountability
Project to determine the number of uncataloged archeological collections (Towle 1985:1).
The results of this project facilitated the prioritizing and tracking of collections to be
cataloged by the ACMP (DeCesare 1990:1). The accountability information that was
gathered for Van Buren NHS is presented in Appendix 1, along with the information as
revised after the completion of the ACMP. In 1987 the ACMP began using the NPS
Automated National Catalog System (ANCS), which will be discussed later in this report
(NPS 1987).

The ACMP reports document the procedures followed during the cataloging, rebag-
ging, and reboxing of archeological collections. If the collection is poorly documented or no



report was written by the original archeologist, the ACMP does a reanalysis of the artifacts
and associated data. For Van Buren NHS, the supervisors of the five archeological surveys
wrote excellent, well-documented reports concerning their respective collections and
methodology. The purpose of the present report, therefore, is to synthesize rather than
reanalyze their data. Most of the following information was provided in the original reports.
If additional or more detailed information is desired for specific sites and collections, the
original site report should be consulted.

The Van Buren NHS Archeological Projects and Collections

The first archeological project on the grounds of Van Buren NHS was conducted in the
fall of 1978 by Kathleen W. Fiero of the NPS Denver Service Center. Fiero’s project
consisted of an archeological excavation of the basement rooms and the grounds immediately
surrounding Lindenwald. This research provided the basis for the archeological data section
of the Van Buren NHS Historic Structure Report (HSR) published in February of 1983 to
aid the NPS in the restoration of Lindenwald (Fiero 1983:1). The materials retrieved during
the course of this project constitute the largest of the Van Buren NHS archeological
collections and were designated Accession #223. Following the fieldwork, the artifacts from
this collection were taken to the Denver Service Center for processing and cataloging using
the Center’s functionally oriented artifact classification system (Fiero 1983:25).

The second survey undertaken at Van Buren NHS was an archeological impact
assessment done by Thomas F. Mahlstedt from the North Atlantic Regional Office in
November 1979 (Mahlstedt 1979:1). The survey was conducted to assess the potential
damage to archeological resources posed by the construction of in-ground utilities for two
trailers that were to be constructed on the grounds for temporary Park headquarters
(Mahlstedt 1979:1). The artifacts from this survey were not stored at Van Buren NHS or the
Springfield Armory NHS and are currently missing. They were never given an accession
number and were not cataloged by the ACMP.

The third and fourth archeological surveys were conducted by Brona G. Simon of the
Public Archaeology Laboratory (PAL), under contract to the NPS, for a Historic Grounds
Report (HGR) (Simon 1982a). One survey was done in May/June 1981, and the other in
September of the same year. The first of these surveys was undertaken to assist in under-
standing the sequence of structures at the site and the evolutionary history of the grounds
during the historical period, and to investigate anomalies noted in an earlier remote sensing
survey. This survey had been conducted by the NPS Southwest Cultural Resources Center
(NPS 1983; Simon 1982a:1), and will be discussed below. The material from Simon’s first
survey was accessioned as the Historic Grounds Survey, Accession #155.

Simon’s second survey was of a utility line easement where the NPS planned to bury
the existing above-ground telephone and electrical lines in an effort to restore Van Buren
NHS to its appearance at the time of the Van Buren occupation (Simon 1982b:3). Although



a separate report was written (Simon 1982b), the information from this survey was incor-
porated in the HGR (Simon 1982a). This material was accessioned as the Utility Survey and
was also given Accession #155.

The last of the five archeological projects was conducted in September 1984 by Joan
Gallagher of PAL, Inc. Gallagher was contracted by the NPS to do an archeological survey
of an electrical line easement at Lindenwald similar to the one done by Simon in 1981
(Gallagher 1984:1). As part of a Van Buren NHS restoration project, utility lines were
buried underground (Gallagher 1984:1). The collection from this survey was accessioned as
the Electrical Line Easement, Accession #337. This collection was inventoried by Gallagher
on 1983 ACMP artifact sheets but was not cataloged according to the NPS system.

The last four artifact collections discussed in this report resulted from the recovery of
surface materials in and around Lindenwald. Staff members from the Building Conservation
Branch of the Cultural Resources Center (National Park Service) found artifacts on the Van
Buren NHS grounds while working on the restoration of Lindenwald in 1983. These artifacts
were accessioned as the Campbell House Collection, Accession #267. The name of the
collection refers to Ken Campbell, the owner of the property from 1957 to 1973. In 1973
the property was sold to the National Park Foundation (Stokinger 1981:138).

Two of the remaining three collections, Accessions #315 and #317, were found around
the grounds by the Van Buren NHS maintenance staff. The final collection, Accession #472,
was recovered by a construction crew in window well #11 in Lindenwald. These last four
collections are very small, some containing only a few artifacts, and are accompanied by no
written reports.



Historical Background

The archeological and historical record of Van Buren NHS is long and varied, with
both prehistoric and historical components. From Native American occupation to the present
NPS ownership, the land has been extensively used. The following section is a brief
overview of the various owners through the Van Buren period, with an emphasis on the
structural history of the property as distilled from Stokinger’s thorough documentary section
of the Historic Grounds Report of 1981. Ownership and structural information about the
property both before and after the Van Buren tenure is summarized in Table 2, and the
approximate locations of structures and landscape features discussed in the text are shown in
Figure 2. The prehistoric component for Van Buren NHS is quite sketchy. Although Native
American cultural debris has been found on the site (Fiero 1983; Simon 1982a; Mahlstedt
1979), a focused prehistoric survey has not been undertaken. The only systematic archeo-
logical survey of the property was conducted to document the building sequence and
reconstruct historical land-use patterns; areas of high prehistoric potential were not inves-
tigated.

Historical-Period Overview

Lindenwald, Martin Van Buren’s retirement home (Figures 3 and 4), is located in
Kinderhook, Columbia County, New York, near the Kinderhook Creek in the Hudson
Valley. The land on either side of the creek is naturally terraced, and the Dutch—the first
European settlers to arrive in the area in the 1600s—settled the first terrace rather than the
less desirable land of the second terrace (Stokinger 1981:26). Lindenwald, however, was
built on the second terrace, while the lowland flats of the first terrace were reserved for Van
Buren’s hayfields, hay barn, and meadows.

Martin Van Buren was born in Kinderhook in 1782. The property that was eventually
to become his retirement home had been owned by his ancestors. Van Buren’s great-
grandfather, Lambert Jan Van Alstyne, acquired the property in 1682 when it was deeded to
him from his father Jan (Stokinger 1981:41). The Van Alstynes owned the property until ca.
1780 when, because of financial problems, it was sold to Judge Peter Van Ness (Stokinger
1981:43). Very little documentary data exists for the period during which the Van Alstynes
owned the property, but they are probably responsible for building a stone dwelling on the
first terrace flats by the creek and possibly another building on the second terrace (Stokinger
1981:43). Both structures are outside of the current Park boundaries, however, and will not
be considered further here.

As with the early Dutch settlers and the Van Alstynes before him, Peter Van Ness
used the land as a farmstead, but the specific crops he raised are not well documented. He
built the mansion that Van Buren later named Lindenwald. The house, originally called
Kleinrood, is generally thought to have been completed in 1797 based on the date on the



Table 2. Succession of Lindenwald Property Owners, Structural Elements, and Landscape
Features Based on Historical Research

Structures/Features*¥

Dates Names Structures/Features*t Added Removed

1664-1667? William Powell — —
1667?7-1671 Denje Powell — =
1671-1713 Jan Martense — —

1713-ca. 1765

ca. 1765-
ca. 1780

ca. 1780-1804

1804-1824

1824-1839
1839-1862

1862-1863
1863-1864
1864-1867
1867-1873
1873-1874
1874-1917
1917-1922

1922-1925
1925-1957

1957-1973

1973-1976

1976-present

Van Alstyne
Thomas Lambert
Van Alstyne
Lambert Thomas
Van Alstyne

Peter Van Ness

William Peter
Van Ness

William Paulding
Martin Van Buren

Martin Van Buren
Estate

John Van Buren

Leonard Jerome

George Wilder

John Van Buren and
James Van Alstyne

Adam and Freeman
Wagoner

Babsom Birney

Marian Birney

Clemintine De-
Prosse et al.

Ken Campbell

National Park
Foundation
National Park

Service

mansion; semicircular drive;
Hait (later Everts) house#

farm office/smokehouse; west
garden house; carriage
house; garden

north gate house; south gate
house; mansion remodeled;
house barn/shed; kitchen/
laundry; one-hole privy

north gate house annex

three-hole privy

mansion front porch; antiques
shop; cinder block garage

north arm of semicircular
drive restored; NPS trailers;
NPS storage facility

Everts house

carriage house; kitchen/
laundry; one-hole privy;
north gate house; north
arm of semicircular
drive; garden

farm office/smokehouse;
portion of house barn/
shed; three-hole privy

rest of house barn/shed;
antiques shop; Campbell
front porch

* Structure and feature information is mostly conjectural and is taken from Stokinger (1981).
+ Includes only those structures and landscape features within the current NPS boundaries (as

depicted in Figure 2) and discussed in the text.
f This structure was not added by Peter Van Ness, but it was certainly in existence by this time.







