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"Does Liberty still thrive in the mountains of Tennessee?" That was

the question President-elect Abraham Lincoln asked peace delegate

Felix Kirk Zollicoffer one day in.Washington. 1

We do not know Zollicoffer's reply. It was not a diffcult question

except that the two men had entirely different concepts of the meaning

of the word "liberty." Events would in time reveal the loyalty of the

people of the Southern mountains for the Union according to Lincoln's

definition of the term.

Zollicoffer was of Swiss extraction and by trade a printer and news-

paper publisher. A native of Tennessee, born May 19, 1812, he had

seen service in the Seminole War; which, undoubtedly, built more

political reputations than military strategists. He was a Whig politician

which would have provided him something in common with Abe

Lincoln had their paths crossed in the 1840's rather than 1860's. After

holding numerous state offices he was elected to Congress in 1853 and

served continuously for three terms. He retired from public life in

1859 but was chosen as a delegate to the peace conference of 1861.3

He was a man of noble bearing with piercing eyes, and he wore a neatly

trimmed mustache and chin whiskers.

In February, 1861, Zollicoffer was exchanging pleasantries with

Lincoln. In July of the same year he entered the Confederate service

with the rank of brigadier-general, a Time would prove that he was

- *EDITOR'S NOTE: This address was first deIivered before The Filson Club, Louisville,

Kentucky, on December 6, 1954. Later it was delivered before The Civil War Round

Table of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on April 13, 1955; The Civil War Round Table of

Chicago, Illinois, on April 14, 1955; and The Abraham Lincoln-Civil War Round Table

of Detroit, Michigan, on April 15, 1955.
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not a man of large military ability; although, he appears to have had

considerable capacity as an organizer. His attack on Camp Wildcat
on October 21, 1861, was his first obvious blunder; however, he referred
to the action as reconnaissance. 4

Lincoln never doubted the loyalty of the East Tennesseans, even

though Jefferson Davis sent Zollicoffer to Knoxville to quell the pro-
union martial spirit whipped up by Andrew Johnson, Horace Maynard,
and "Parson" Brownlow.5

The general's first task was to strategically distribute 10,000 green
troops at mountain gaps and river bridges to wall off the pro-union
Tennesseans from outside help. With Cumberland Gap in his control,
Zollicoffer's troops were soon spilling over into Kentucky brushing up
against home guards who were trying unsuccessfully to preserve the
Commonwealth's neutrality and eager to "whup both sides. ''6

Soon this general from Nashville had troops in the Log Mountains
in what is now Bell County, Kentucky, at Cumberland Ford and was
reaching out toward Barbourville and the Goose Creek Saltworks near
Manchesterd Naturally, Zollicoffer's activities along the Old Wilder-
ness Road were bitterly resented by the Union forces at Camp Dick
Robinson near Danville. s The brigade there got a new commander on

September I0, 1861--Brigadier-General George H. Thomas, who later
proved to be one of the truly great Union generals of the war.s

Thomas sent strong advance units of the Union Army to check the
invading Confederates along the Wilderness Road," and a skirmish
occurred at Camp Wildcat near Livingston, Kentucky, where the moun-
tain trail forked in the Rockcastle hills, 13 miles beyond where the

Mount Vernon road crossed the Rockcastle River. lo On October 21,
Zollicoffer under concealment of a dense forest reached the intrenched
Union camp, a natural fortification that was almost inaccessible, ll You
admire his bravery! With a portion of his command he reconnoitered

in force under heavy fire for several hours, from heights on the right,
left, and in front. 12 His men fought well, approaching with their hats
on their fixed bayonets to within about 50 yards of Union muskets

with shouts and cheers. Apparently the Confederates used some com-
mando tactics declaring themselves "Friends," "Union .Men," and
shouting "All right!" and at the next moment leveling their guns and

firing. However, one Confederate officer's report indicates that these
men were lost and confused and apparently believed at first the Union
force to be Confederate. is After a loss of about 11 killed and 42
wounded, Zollieoffer became satisfied that he could not storm the forti-
fication except by immense exposure to a galling and deadly fire. The
Seventeenth Regiment of Tennessee Volunteers bore the brunt of the
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battle. The firing continued through the night, and about 2 o'clock in
the morning the Confederates were in retreat. 14

The Union forces lost about 6 killed and 23 wounded, and the Con-
federates captured 21 prisoners and about 100 guns and 4 horses. Ap-
proximately 600 men out of a force of 5,000 bore the brunt of the
attack. Zollicoffer's forces were equally as large, and if the terrain had
been more favorable, a real battle might have occurred at Wildcat.

General Thomas did not personally observe the skirmish at the
mountain stronghold. Brigadier-General Albin Schoepf and Acting

Brigadier-General S. P. Carter were in command of the Union forces,
and the Kentuckians under Colonel Theophilus T. Garrard did most
of the fighting, in One authority has pointed out that later Zollicoffer

drove Schoepf out of the Rockcastle hills in "a panicy retreat that came
to be known as 'the Wild Cat Stampede' and his tarnished prestige was

in some measure restored." However, this was of little significance to
the overall military picture. General Thomas' report of the action to

Brigadier-General W. T. Sherman, Commander of the Department of
the Cumberland, contains an interesting statement: "I find a rumor in
the papers that General Lee will supersede Zollicoffer. If he does, I
should wish to be prepared for him fully. ''16 Evidently, Thomas did
not underestimate the abilities of Lee; but, in the light of subsequent
events, it is difficult to picture Lee fighting a bush-whacking war in the
Kentucky mountains.

Falling back to Camp Buckner at Cumberland Ford, Zollicoffer
reached the conclusion that the mountain roads to Cumberland Gap
would soon be almost impossible to travel and difficult to hold. He
immediately resolved to strengthen the pass at Cumberland Gap and
then meet the enemy at any route he might choose to launch an attack.

There were several main roads by which the Union forces could
invade East Tennessee. One route was by way of Cumberland Gap
where Zollicoffer for a time concentrated most of his force. The most
westerly road was by way of Monticello in Kentucky leading off in the
direction of Jamestown in Tennessee. lr With so many routes to patrol
Zollicoffer had to eventually disperse his forces in many different areas
to observe and scout the roads. During these fall and winter months
he carried on an active correspondence with his superiors. Seldom did
he refer to his enemy as Federal forces--rather, he called the Northern
army "Lincolnites" or "Tories," and he did not often accord his foe
the consideration of a capital "T." On the other hand, the Union
officers whom Zollicoffer opposed referred to his army in their official
reports as "a vandal horde of secession and treason" or as "those wicked
and unnatural men who are seeking without cause to destroy the Union
of our fathers." Colonel John M. Harlan in command of the 10th
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Kentucky, a Union Force, was quite adept at hurling such invectives. TM

Evidently, the war was too new for the belligerents to assume an objec-
tive view of the situation.

On November 15, General Don Carlos Buell assumed command of
the Department of the Ohio, and one of his first orders directed General

Thomas (named commander of the First Division on December 6,
1861) to concentrate his forces at Lebanon, Kentucky. 1D This same
month Buell reviewed Thomas' command at Lebanon, and advised him
about the possibility of an attack on Zollicoffer who had entrenched
his forces in a strong position in the bend of the Cumberland River op-
Posite Mill Springs a few miles southwest of Somerset, Kentucky. The
Confederate entrenchments were quite comfortable consisting of about
150 log and mud huts, some very well built with good chimneys and

other conveniences. The camp, about a mile in circumference, was
protected with heavy earth and timber brestworks. His overall position
was that of an angle formed by the junction of Fishing Creek and the
Cumberland River with his line of fortification extended to each
stream.2° This position was about 10 miles below the head of steam-
boat navigation of the Cumberland, and the Confederates received sup-
plies from Nashville by way of the river.21 The entrenchments were
comfortable, yet it was believed that a battery emplaced at "Point A"
on Thomas' map could command both Mill Springs and Zollicoffer's

position.

Zollicoffer described fully in official reports the difficulties he en-
countered in crossing the river opposite Mill Springs which was at
flood tide. He had hoped to capture ferryboats along the Cumberland
River between Burkesville and Mill Springs with his advance forces.
The results were disappointing, and he had to build boats. 22 His whole
force at this time consisted of 71//2 regiments, 18 cavalry companies,
and 1 six pounder battery of 8 guns. In order to defend the south bank
of the river Zollicoffer left 2 regiments, some cavalry, and 2 pieces of
artillery for that purpose at Mill Springs. Brestworks were also con-
structed south of the river for the protection of his rear. However,
an entrenchment with a river to one's rear has been a violation of mili-
tary principal since the First Punic War.

Brigadier-General Schoepf's command, the 1st Brigade of Kentucky

Volunteers, was not sufficiently strong to prevent the crossing of the
Cumberland River. He had been ordered not only to resist Zollicoffer's
crossing but to prevent him from collecting the means of crossing.
Schoepf dispersed his forces with considerable attention to his position

east and west with troops at Fishing Creek, which runs south into the
Cumberland River 5 miles above Mill Springs, to prevent a flank move-
ment.2a
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All the while clashes occurred between the advance forces of both

sides and several men were killed, wounded, and captured. The Fed-
eral side for example suffered the capture of Major F. W. Helveti of
the 1st Kentucky Cavalry and Captain Prime of New York, an engineer
oflficer of Buell's staf, along with an unidentified corporal who had
been too venturesome in making observations. After a chase of more
than a mile both officers were severely wounded and Zollicuffer know-
ing. that Captain Prime was a member of Buell's staff considered him

qu•te an important prisoner.

General Thomas, ordered by Buell to form a junction with Schoepf,

left Lebanon with his command on or about January 7, 1862, marching
his men over a good turnpike to Columbia, but beyond that point he
encountered mud roads. It rained incessantly and required 8 to 10 days
to advance 40 miles.24 Thomas was advised by Buell to move against
Zollicoffer's left and endeavor to cut him off from his bridge while
Schoepf was to attack Zollicoffer's front. Such a blow was to be vigor-

ous and decided. There was to be no delay after arrival. For many
of the Volunteers this was to be their first campaign, and they were
destined to hear for the first time shots fired in a brother's war.

On January 17 Thomas reached Logan's Cross Roads which was 10
miles north of Zollicoffer's brigade headquarters at Beech Grove
located on the north side of the Cumberland River opposite Mill

Springs and about the same distance west of Somerset. Shortly before
Thomas was moving in the direction of the Confederate forces with no

apparent plan of attack, Major General George B. Crittenden, a son of
Senator John J. Crittenden and a brother of Thomas L. Crittenden, a
Major General in the Union army, arrived at Zollicoffer's camp. He
outranked Zollicoffer as division commander and assumed command

on January 3.•

Crittenden decided to take the initiative before Thomas could join

Schoepf or bring up his regiments in the rear. Crittenden was not im-
pressed with Zollicoffer's position, a position that should never have
been established in the first place; and he did not want an enterprising
enemy attack the Confederate camp. It was not tenable against a
strong force and the means of crossing the troublesome Fishing Creek
in its deep ravine 200 to 300 feet deep, swollen from recent rains, were
so inadequate that a withdrawal would result in a great loss. He also
believed that flooded Fishing Creek would prevent any of Schoepf's

command from joining that of Thomas.

Crittenden, after a council of war, ordered a movement to begin at
midnight on the 18th. This was the darkest night and the coldest and

most pitiless and persistent rain these raw soldiers had ever experienced.
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It was also a stormy night and by daylight at approximately 6 o'clock

A. M., after a march of 9 miles over muddy roads, the Confederates
encountered Union pickets about 8 miles west of Somerset. This led
to a determined stand on the part of the Union forces with a report
going immediately to General Thomas of the surprise Confederate
movement. This was to mark the beginning of a Sunday battle to be
known by some in history as the "Battle of the Cumberland" or the
"Battle of Somerset." The Confederates called it the "Battle of Fish-
ing Creek" and the Union Forces called it the "Battle of Mill Springs."

It might better be described as the "Engagement at Logan's Cross Roads
on Fishing Creek near Mill Springs on the Cumberland River in Pulaski
County, near Somerset, Kentucky. "28 The battle might also be called

Crittenden's gross blunder.

Colonel Mahlan D. Manson of the 10th Indiana Infantry and com-
manding the 2nd Brigade was one of the first Union officers to receive
the news by courier of the attack on the picket companies. He im-
mediately caused the long roll to be beaten by his drummer, and his

regiment was quickly formed to support the picket companies. Colonel
Manson then rode three-quarters of a mile to the camp of the 4th Ken-
tucky Regiment. He awakened Colonel Speed S. Fry and ordered him
to form his regiment in hot haste and proceed toward the enemy.2•

Apparently it was Manson who turned the outpost line into the main
line of resistance. This was about 6:30 A.M. Fry aroused his weary
troops, who had made a muddy march the day before, into forming
ranks rapidly with a double-quick march in the direction of the firing.

Fry moved so rapidly that upon coming in sight of the enemy he had
no superior officer to place him in position for battle. However, he
had been directed to take a position in the wood on the left of the 10th
Indiana, which he carried out. But acting largely on his own initiative
he took a position on elevated ground about one hour after the battle
had started. His position was along a fence in the edge of a wood
with his right resting near the Mill Springs Road. Fry's command
numbered about 400 men. In the meantime the 2nd Minnesota and the
9th Ohio arrived (nine companies of each) and in good order were
put into the fight under General Thomas' personal direction.28
Thomas' delayed arrival on the battlefield has been attributed by some
as due to slowness in getting into his new uniform.

Across an open field through which ran a ravine, Fry could see the
enemy advancing from the shelter of a wood on the opposite side.
Meanwhile, Zollicoffer had deployed his brigade and was forcing the

Union troops backward. Fry was subjected to an unusually severe at-
tack. The ravine in the open field gave the Confederates shelter before
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delivering their concentrated fire. This distinct advantage enjoyed by

the Confederates angered Fry, and he mounted the fence and in sten-
torian tones denounced them as dastards or something worse and defied
them to stand up and fight like men.u9 Evidently this bold denounce-
ment had the desired effect as there was a lull in the firing. Fry wanted
a better view of the Confederate movement so he rode a short distance
to the right. Due to the moisture laden atmosphere, the wood was full
of smoke and visibility was difficult. Also the underbrush in parts of

the field was so thick that a man was hardly visible a musket's length
away. Satisfied with a better view of the situation, he started to return
to his original position. On the way back he encountered a mounted
officer who wore a waterproof coat without insignia. Approaching
each other on horseback until their knees touched the stranger said to
Fry: "We must not fire on our own men," and nodding in the direction
of the left he said, "Those are our men."

Fry replied, "Of course not. I would not do so intentionally." All
the while turning his horse to move in the direction of his command.
Suddenly another mounted man (identified by some as Major Fogg
and by others as Major Ewing) came riding from the wooded area
and fired at Fry wounding his horse. Fry was now able to accurately
size up the situation. He fired at the man who had accosted him and
Fry's men observing the peculiar incident fired at the same time. The
shots were fatal. The rider in the white waterproof coat fell dead
pierced by two pistol shots and one minie ball. The body was then
dragged out of the way of passing artillery and wagons and lay by
the fence the face upturned to the sky and bespattered with mud from
the feet of marching men and horses. The Confederates attempted to
get the body but failed. Union forces finally bore off in a wagon the
body--the body of General Felix Kirk Zollicoffer.•° According to one

surgeon who performed a rather cursory post-mortem, the minie ball
pierced the left breast passing through the heart and coming out at the
angle of the scapula left a hole large enough to place your fist. Neither
pistol shot was the immediate cause of Zollicoffer's death,al

One account states that Corporal James Swan of Company H, 10th
Indiana, killed Zollicoffer with an Enfield rifle. Swan was a dead shot
and it was claimed that he fired the shot that pierced Zollicoffer's

heart. 8•
General Crittenden in his official report gave a different account of

Zollicoffer's death. He stated that General Zollicoffer rode up to the

19th Tennessee commanded by Colonel D. H. Cummings, and ordered
him to cease firing under the impression that he was firing on one of
his own regiments. He then rode forward toward the Federal troops,
as if to give orders, when he was killed just as he discovered his
mistake.8u
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A controversy ensued as to who killed Zollicoffer somewhat like the

question as to who killed Tecumseh.a4 The incident, naturally enough,
was not mentioned by Colonel Fry in his official report of the battle,a5

Incidentally, Fry's horse died.

This was a disastrous day for Zollicoffer because two of his staff

officers, Lieutenants Henry Fogg and Evan Shields, were also mortally
wounded,a° Crittenden tried to rally the men, stunned by the general's
death, by ordering forward General William H. Carroll's Brigade and

giving orders for a general advance. Colonel D. H. Cummings of the
19th Tennessee Regiment was appointed to lead the 1st Brigade after
Zollicoffer fell.m

Meanwhile, Thomas re-grouped his forces in order to oppose Crit-
tenden's advance. While some Federal batteries were overrun and had
to be withdrawn to the rear, the Union forces pushed the Confederates
back through open ground. Thomas' disposition of his troops began
to tell even though there was little opportunity for the effective use
of artillery, a superior arm enjoyed by the Union force.3s After stout
resistance Thomas succeeded in placing one of his regiments on the
flank of the Confederate line, and when a charge was ordered the whole

Confederate force was driven into confusion.

In driving the Confederates back there was a slight change in the
direction of retreat with the Southern soldiers halting at a fence to
make a stand. Apparently the bitterest hand to hand fighting revolved
around the rail fences in the fields. When the 9th Ohio, made up
largely of Germans, few of whom could speak English, under orders
of Colonel McCook, heard a "Charge bayonet," which order was re-
peated by Lieutenant-Colonel Kise of the 10th Indiana, they moved
forward with the force of an avalanche. The bayonet charge against
the Confederate left caused them to give way in confusion, and they
dissolved into a disorderly rout.s0 There was considerable hand to
hand fighting throughout and at one time during the course of the

battle the combatants were so close that Union forces were able to
bayonet the Confederates through one of the rail fences. The Mis-

sissippians were said to have been armed with immense knives which

were ineffective against bayonets.

Thomas accurately sensing the situation pushed forward in pursuit

and scattered a remnant of Confederate cavalry attempting to make a
stand. Then with the Confederate retreat degenerating into a panic
the roads were strewn with pieces of artillery, hundreds of muskets,
and haversacks filled with rations of corn pone and bacon. The en-
gagement at Logan's field lasted about 31/2 hours. According to Crit-

tenden's report, the battle must have continued about an hour after
Zollicoffer fell.g°
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At first the Union soldiers, who had been on half rations for some

days, were afraid to eat the corn pone and bacon. These were the early
days of the war with current stories of "rebel atrocities," of poisoned
wells and contaminated food. Soon hunger gave way to a tasting of
the contents of the haversacks and the food was seized upon with
avidity. This fortunate windfall for the Union soldiers had a cor-

respondingly depressing effect on the Confederates, so much so that

even Crittenden mentioned the loss of food in his report.41

Moving upon the retreating Confederates after a 10 mile pursuit,
Union batteries, beginning about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, kept up a
constant cannonade of Zollicoffer's entrenchments while other forces
fired upon the ferry to prevent the crossing of the troops. The Union
forces in the meantime received reinforcements and an assault was
ordered for daybreak. At daybreak on the 20th Colonel Harlan of the
10th Kentucky and Colonel Steedman of the 14th Ohio arrived to take
possession of the Confederate fortifications.42 A little steamer, "Noble

Ellis," and several small barges, apparently still engaged in ferrying
troops, were fired upon with the result that the Confederates abandoned
them and set them on fire.43

Upon reaching the Confederate entrenchments the Union forces
found them abandoned; however, they had seen soldiers in and about

them shortly before launching an attack. They were evidently decoys
used for the purpose of confusing the Union troops. Crittenden's hasty
and largely unorganized retreat in the dead of night was really a re-

markable feat, yet his losses in guns and equipment were tremendous.
In a bottom near the ferry crossing at White Oak Creek were found 11
pieces of artillery (including 8 six pounders and 2 parrott guns), with
their caissons, battery-wagons, and forges hitched up to teams and ready

to move, more than 150 wagons and over 1,000 horses and mules. Many
of the horses were saddled and bridled. The rout was complete. The
retreating force was successful in getting 2 pieces of artillery and up-

wards of 50 wagons across the river, but they too were abandoned. Two
of the cannons captured by Union forces had been taken by the Con-
federates at Bull Run.44 As the condition of the entrenchments indi-
cated a panic Colonel Fry asked General Thomas why he did not send
in a demand for surrender. Thomas replied: "Hang it, Fry, I never

once thought of it. ''45

With all the boats destroyed immediate pursuit was impossible and

Crittenden's men were so dispersed that their capture in any sizable
numbers was doubtful. However, means were improvised for the cross-
ing of the 14th Ohio for reconnaissance and to secure abandoned

property.46
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Thomas reported 39 killed (although other reports indicate 40) and

207 wounded with 15 captured--an aggregate of 262. Wounded Fed-
eral officers included Colonel R. L. McCook of the 9th Ohio, Com-

mander of the 3rd Brigade and his aide, Lieutenant A. S. Bust, 18 U. S.
Infantry, and Colonel Speed S. Fry, Commander of the 4th Regiment of
Kentucky Volunteers.47

Crittenden's report indicated a loss of 125 killed and 309 wounded
with 99 missing--an aggregate of 533 men.4s The only general to fall
in this action was Zollicoffer. Another popular officer to lose his life

was Lieutenant Bailie Peyton, Jr., commanding Company A of Battle's
Tennessee regiment. He was killed in the heat of the action.49

General Thomas' entire command at the time of the battle numbered
about 4000 men, but the Federal forces actually engaged probably did
not exceed 2500. Crittenden had available about 4000 effectives, all

of which were not necessarily used. Crittenden's offensive action was
dulled somewhat by the death of Zollicoffer which was a severe psycho-
logical blow for the Confederates.5° Also his men were largely armed
with flint-lock muskets which missed fire in the drenching rain and were
practically useless. Certainly Thomas' low casualty list proves the
ineffectiveness of Confederate fire power.51 Many of the Federal forces
were armed with new Sharps' rifles.

Besides the property already mentioned abandoned by the Confed-

erates, a large amount of ammunition in unopened boxes, commissary

stores, hospital stores, blankets, tents, entrenching tools, camp and
garrison equipage, muskets (mostly flint-lock), subsistence stores in
amounts sufficient to serve the Federal force three days, and five stands
of colors were seized in "Camp Zollicoffer." The soldiers found

officers' trunks along the river bank, letters, pictures, watches, belts,
pistols, swords, and clothing.52

The Confederate commander reported that of one Confederate batal-
lion all deserted except 25.5z Then, too, the Confederate sick-list while

on retreat, in the direction of Monticello, Kentucky, grew to great pro-
portions due to lack of food and fatigue, with the result that this army
was no longer an effective fighting force. All the while the Southern
newspapers professed to doubt the news of the affair. Even more sur-
prising, Northern newspapers professed to believe this battle would
inaugurate the close of the rebellion, or to use their words it was "the
beginning of the end.TM The battle of Mill Springs made good read-

"ing, of which the North had not had too much.

Retreating from Mill Springs by way of Monticello, Crittenden estab-
lished Division Headquarters at Gainesborough (Jackson County),
Tennessee, and then moved on to Camp Fogg (Smith County), Ten-
nessee, where on February 13, 1862, he notified his assistant Adjutant
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General that his division was "refurnished and drilling" ready for any
service to which it might be assigned. 5•

General Crittenden stated that the loss of Zollicoffer was a severe
blow to the Confederate cause, the army, and himself. "I found him
wise in counsel and heroic in action." An eyewitness of the battle said
that both armies were courageous up until the death of Zollicoffer and
that no decided gain had been made by either side. The witness con-
tinued, "If Thomas had been killed instead of Zollicoffer, the opposite
outcome of the battle would have been true. ''•°

The wildest excitement resulted from the Confederate defeat. The
battle having been fought just over the boundary line, and one hundred
miles from Knoxville, created great alarm in that city. They expected
the Federal army would enter within a few days. Nashville underwent
great consternation and grief. Zollicoffer, their first citizen and pro-
tector was dead. 57 Young Bailie Peyton, the son of Hon. Bailie Peyton,
had likewise lost his life. In many homes in Nashville and surrounding

environs, there was weeping and lamentations over the loss of Ten-
nessee's noble sons. No Southern city had ever sent forth braver sons
than those who followed Zollicoffer--and they went with such exultant
confidence and manly spirit to the fatal field of Fishing Creek.•s

Of what significance was this little battle ? It was the first real victory
for the national cause since the Union disaster at Bull Run six months
before.59 It created the first break in the Confederate line in Kentucky.

A road was opened for a Federal advance into East Tennessee. But the
scarcity of provisions, the unfavorable condition of the roads, the dif-
ficulty of crossing the river made progress in that direction imprac-
ticable. Eventually the whole plan of Union strategy was abandoned.
Carter was ordered with his brigade against Cumberland Gap and
Thomas was ordered to rejoin Buell's main column. So the east Ten-
nessee expedition, which had been devised by General William Nelson,

approved by General George B. McClellan and put into motion by
General George H. Thomas, was scrapped. 6°

Once the full significance of the loss of the Battle of Mill Springs

was fully understood by Southern leaders, Crittenden was severely cen-
sured and among other charges was that of intemperance. He was
virtually kept under arrest for a full year. 61 He then resigned his com-
mand but continued to serve the Confederate cause as a volunteer. His
rank was that of Colonel for the rest of the war which was just as good
as General in Kentucky. General Crittenden never quite caught the
fancy of the public although he conducted himself well during the

battle and was one of the last to leave the field in retreat. Likely, news-
paper editors were intrigued with the Nashville general's Swiss name.
The Battle at Mill Springs was "Zolly's fight" with some newspaper
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accounts not even mentioning the name of the division commander who
outranked the hero. And in Federal camps the soldiers sang:

Zollicoffer's dead

The last words he said,
'Here's another wildcat a coming.'

and

Up jumped Colonel Fry,
He hit him in the eye,
and sent him to the happy land of canaan. ¢-'

• The body of the 50-year-old general was laid out on a board in a
tent at Somerset and his remains became an object of curiosity to the
raw civilian soldiers who had never had a close-up look at a general,
Union or Confederate. So the soldiers stripped the corpse of its cloth-
ing. One soldier wrote home that he had gotten a piece of Zollicoffer's
vest with a bullet hole in it. 6= After the cloth souvenirs were ex-
hausted, soldiers then obtained locks of hair. A newspaper corre-
spondent viewed the remains and wrote that "He was a pretty fine
looking man--about five feet ten inches high, long face, fair skin, high

forehead, large Roman nose, blue eyes, small m9uth and good teeth."
He also reported that there was no hair upon the face. Colonel Connell
who identified the body for Thomas stated that "Zollicoffer's face bore

no expression such as is usually found on those who fall in battle--no
malace, no reckless hate, not even a shadow of physical pain. It was
calm, placid, noble. But I never looked on a countenance so marked
with sadness. A deep dejection had settled on it. TM

Arrangements were eventually made to send the embalmed remains
to Nashville by way of Lebanon and Louisville to be escorted by a
captured Confederate surgeon, D. B. Cliff, who was to effect his ex-
change by the release of a Union prisoner.65 Zollicoffer's fine horse,
with a hole in its ear received when the general fell, was also sent to

Nashville.

In late January and early February last honors were paid by the
citizens of Nashville. 6" Zollicoffer's body lay in state in the capital
building where large numbers of people passed by his bier. Episco-

palian funeral services were conducted on February 2 by Bishop Otey
and he was buried in the Old City Cemetery. °r

No Southern city had ever sent forth braver sons than
those who followed Zollicoffer--and they went with

such exultant confidence and manly spirit to the fatal
field of Fishing Creek.6s
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THE UNION ARMY

Brig. Gen. George H. Thomas

SECOND BRICRDE•I. Mahlon D. Manson

10th Ind. Lieut.-Col. William C. Kise
4th Ky. Col. Speed S. Fry (W)
lOth Ky. Col. John M. Harlan • Engaged only in pursuit of
14th Ohio Col. James B. Steedman J the Confederates

Second Brigade Loss K. 19, IV. 127=146

THmo BRIGADE--Col. Robert L. McCook (W)

2nd Minn. Col. Horatio P. Van Cleve
9th Ohio Maj. Gustove Kammerling

Third Brigade Loss K. 18, IV. 61=79

TWELFTH BRIGADE--Acting Brig. Gen. Samuel P. Carter

12th Ky. Col. William A. Haskins
1st Tenn. Col. Robert K. Byrd
2nd Tenn. Col. J. P. T. Carter
1st Ky. Cavalry Col. Frank Walford

Brigade Loss K. 3, IV. 19, M. 15=37

ARTILLERY

Battery B 1st Ohio--Capt. WilIiam E. Standart
Battery C 1st Ohio--Capt. Dennis Kenny, Jr.
9th Ohio Battery --Capt. Henry S. Wetmore

CAMP GUARD

D, F, and K Michigan Engineers and Mechanics--Lieut.-Col. K. A. Hunton
A 38th Ohio---Capt. Charles Greenwood

NOTE

Brig.-Gen. A. Schoepf joined Thomas on the evening of the battle after the
fighting ceased with the 17th, 31st, and 38th Ohio.

THE CONFEDERATE ARMY

Maj. General George B. Crittenden

FIRST BRIGADE--Brig.-Gen. F. K. Zollicoffer (K)

Col. D. H. Cummings
15th Miss. Lieut.-Col. E. C. Walthall
19th Tenn. Col. D. H. Cummings

Lieut.-Col. Francis M. Walker
20th Tenn. Col. Joel A. Battle
25th Tenn. Col. S. S. Stanton (W)
Tenn. Battery Capt. A. M. Rutledge
Independent Co. Tenn. Cavalry--Capt. W. S. Bledsoe

Capt. T. C. Sanders

First Brigade Loss K. 98, IV. 265, M. 66=429
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SECOND BPAGADE--Gen. Win. H. Carroll

16th Ale. Col. Wm. B. Wood

17Ih Tenn. Lieut.-Col. T. C. H. Miller

28th Tenn. Col. J. P. Murray
29th Tenn. Col. Saml. Powell (W)

Major Horace Rice

Tenn. Battery (2 guns)--Capt. Hugh L. W. McClung

4th Bataiiion Tenn. Cavalry--Lieut.-Col. B. M. Brenner

Brigade Loss K. 28, IV. 46, M. 29•103

RESERVE

5 Batallion Tenn. Cavalry--Lieut.-Col. George R. McClellan.
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