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Monocacy Site
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COUNTY:

Frederick

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

District Q Building

Site Q Structure

D Object

OWNERSHIP

Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

Q In Process 

Q Being Considered

STATUS

f~| Occupied 

Unoccupied

Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
Restricted 

Unrestricted 

No

PRESENT USE (Checfc One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 

I I Commercial 

[~l Educational 

I I Entertainment

[~] Government 

Q Industrial 

D Military 

Q] Museum

Q Privote Residence

[~] Religious

CU Scientific

OWNER'S

Department of the Interior, National Park
STREET AND NUMBER:

P. 0. Box 158
CITY OR TOWN:

Sharpsburg
STATE:

Maryland 24

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Frederick County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Frederick Maryland 24

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Site Survey files on 18 FR 100, the Monocacv Site
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969 Federal State |~| County Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Division Q£, Archaeology 7 Maryland Geological Survey
STREET AND NUMBER:

208 Latrobe Hall, Johns Hopkins University________
CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore
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CO



CONDITION
Excellent D Good Q Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated D Ruins Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved GS Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

____ Excavations by the American and Catholic 
Universities from 1966 to 1970 delineated the site as «

IS

ni*ie verticle zones, each defined 
from those above ana: below'by distinct colorations, comprise 
11 feet of alternating sterile and culture bearing strata.

aBsc^^BSanceorcompacting of the various-strata.
Zone 2, 4, 6, and 8 are sterile deposites-bf varying 

thickness. Zone 7, the deepest culture bearing strata, 
consist of dark stained soil containing rhyollte debitage but 
lacking diagnostic artifacts. Zone 5 contains artifacts 
of four sequencial phases. Represented by Susquehanna 
Broadspear projectile points and steatite vessels carved 
from soapstone, the earliest component, dating before 10.0:0 B.C 
is diagnostic of the Susquehanna Soapstone tradition. The 
function of the Monocacy site during this and subsequent 
conditions is unknown but inferred to be a fishirKf^station 
(McNett and Gardner, 1970).

Immediately above and in some areas mixed with this 
compoment is steatite tempered pottery of the Marcey Creek 
type. Carbon-14 dated at 950 B.C. + 95, the Marcey Creek 
component cultural traits represents a continuation of a 
majority of the Susquehanna Soapstone component cultural 
traits (McNfitt and Gardner, 1971: 43). Cord marking of 
steatite tempered vessels appears late in the sequence and 
reflects outside influences.

Slightly above the steatite tempered pottery but showing 
considerable overlap is a friable and grit tempered pottery 
similar to the Stony Creek type (McNett and Gardner, 1971: 45). 
McNett and Gardner postulate the spread from the northeast 
of the concepts of grit tempered pottery, cylindrical 
vessels shapes with conoidal bases- and cordmarked surfaces. 
At the top of Zone 5 and clearly separate from the sand 
and gri,t tempered pottery is quartz tempered pottery of the 
Accokeek Creek phase. A terminal carbon-14 date of 545 B.C.

(See continuation sheet No. 1
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The Monocacy Archaeological Site 

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

+95 dates the upper level of Zone 5 (McNett and Gardner, 1971: 
43) .

Two archaeological components dating from 1200 to 1600 A.D 
are found in Zone 3 of the Monocacy site. The first component 
is the eastern most representation of the limestone tempered 
Radford pottery series which is normally found in the upper 
Piedmont and the Ridge and Valley province. The shell-tempered 
Chickahominy pottery series found at the site is the western 
most occurrence of the series which is usually confined to the

was an attractive location -co both cultures.
occupation of the Monocacy site and found 

at the top of Zone 3 is represented by quartz tempered pottery 
of the Potomac Creek type.

Zone 1 of the Monocacy site contained two historic levels. 
One can be dated to the period of the jjgjjjjjjjjjjmm ^n ^e 
1830's and the other to the period of tneciv^^war in the 1860

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued

McNett,, Charles, W. and Gardner, William M. Problems in 
Potomac River Archaeology. Proposal to the National 
Science Foundation. A copy on file at the Division 
of Archaeology, Maryland Geological Survey, Baltimore/ 
1970.
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[H Science
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|| Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

  The Monocacy Archaeological Site is the deepest known 
stratified site in the state of Maryland. Carbon-14 dated 
at 950  95 years, the Monocacy site component of the Marcey 
Creek Phase represents the earliest dated manifestation 
of pottery in the Potomac River valley and is one of the 
earliest dated appearances of pottery anywhere in the 
east (McNett and Gardner, 1970: 63). Archaeological exca 
vations of Zone 5 of the Monocacy site has clarified 
the development sequence of the Early Woodland period from 
the Susquehanna Broadspear phase to the Accokeek Creek phase 
During the Late Woodland period, the site was the eastern 
most extension of the Radford pottery series and the western 
most extension of the Chickahominy pottery series (Ayers, 
1967: 33) .
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the Potomac. Proceedings of the Middle Atlantic Archaeolo 
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Wayne E. Clark, Archaeological Intern
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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