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IS. J. H«*. M, Sixty eighth Congress, first MMivn] 

III tl»e House of Kepresentutlvett, April 22, 1924. Referred to the Committee 
on the Public. Lands 

JOINT RESOLUTION TO CHANGE THE NAME OF " MOUNT RAINIER " 
TO " MOUNT TACOMA," AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Whereas it is the universal practice, out of respect for the Ameri
can Indian, to perpetuate, wherever posgible, in the geographical 
nomenclature of the United States the names used by the American 
Indians; and 

Whereas the inun for whom Mount Rainier was named, as the 
commander of a British ship, engaged in depredations along the 
Atlantic seaboard in armed opposition to the Government of the 
United States; and 

Whereas perpetuating the name "Rainier" is contrary to the 
wishes of the sovereign State of Washington, as expressed in a 
memorial passed by the legislature of said State in the session of 
1017 and addressed to the members of the United States Geographic 
Hoard, petitioning the board to substitute for the name " Rainier " 
the most appropriate name that the board might, after a hearing, 
select: Therefore be it 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Cowjress assembled. That from and 
after the passage of this resolution the mountain heretofore known 
as " Mount Rainier," the national park heretofore known as " Mount 
Rainier National Pai'k." and the national forest heretofore known 
as "Rninier National Forest," shall lie known and designated on 
the public records as " Mount Tacoina." " Mount Tncoina National 
Park," and " Tacoma National Forest." respectively.-

Sac. 2. That all records, surveys, maps, and public documents of 
the United States in which such mountain, park, or forest is men
tioned or referred to under the name of " Mount Rainier," " Mount 
Rainier National Park," or "Rainier National Forest," respectively, 
shall be held to refer to such mountain, park, or forest under and 
by the name of " Mount Tacoma," " Mount Tacoma National Park," 
and " Tacoma National Forest," respectively. 

Passed the Senate April 21. 1924. 
Attest: 

(Ismail, A. SANDERSON, Secretary. 
HI 



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

USITEII STATUS GKOOBAI'HIC BOARD, 
Washington, June .4, 1024. 

l ion. N. J. SINXOTT, 
Chairman Committee on the Public Lands, 

House of Representatives. 
DEAR SIR: In compliance with your request of May 21, I transmit 

herewith a report from the United States Geographic Board on the 
subject of the pro|>osed change of nnme of Mount Rainier to Mount 
Tacoma. 

This report was adopted to-day by a unanimous vote against the 
proposed change. 

The Geographic Board consists of 14 officers of the Government, 
appointed by the President of the United States, and representing 
the following bureaus and departments: 

Coast and Geodetic Survey. 
Department of Agriculture. 
Department of State. 
Forest Service. 
General Land Office. 
Geological Survey. 
Government Printing Office. 
Hydrographic Office. Navy Department. 
Lighthouse Bureau. 
Post Office Department. 
Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of Ethnology. 
Treasury Department. 
War Department, General Staff. 

I beg to call your attention to the fact that this is the fourth time 
during the past 34 years in which the Geographic Board has been 
called u]x>n to decide whether or not there is any justification in the 
proposition to change the established name of Mount Rainier to 
'Mount Tacoma. and in each case has decided most emphatically 
against any change. 

Very truly yours, 
C. HART MERRIAM, 

Chairman United States Geographic Board. 
v 



REPORT OF UNITED STATES OEOURAPHK' BOARD ON THE 
NAME OF MOUNT RAIN IKK 

Mount Rainier was discovered March 8, 1792 by the eminent 
geographer and explorer, Cant. George Vancouver, and was named 
by nim in honor of Rear Admiral Peter Rainier of the British 
Navy.1 For a century and a quarter the name "Mount Rainier" 
has been on every important map of western America, regardless of 
where issued, and during the same i>criod has appeared in all im
portant geographies, atlases, histories, and encyclopaedias, and all 
official documents relating to the Pacific coast region, whether pub
lished in the United State, Canada. England, France, Germany, 
Italy, Spain, Holland, Russia, or Arabia. 

In the words of the late Prof. George Davidson, foremast geogra
pher of the Pacific coast region " Vancouver's names upon this 
western coast are part of the history of geographic discovery and 
exploration," and they have been accepted by the geographers of 
all nations For, as stated before this hoard by Victor har ra r , a 
student of history: Vancouver's " r igh t to name the mountain is 
well attested by the fact that since 1792 [the year of its discovery] 
no geographer of any natioanlity has ever challenged the name." 

No geographic feature in any part of the world can claim a name 
more firmly fixed—fixed by right of discovery, by right of priority, 
by right of international usage, ami by the conspicuous place it 
holds in the literature, atlases, and official charts of the civilized 
nations of the earth. 

To change it would be a blow to the stability of geographic and 
historical nomenclature, and a reflection upon the intelligence of 
the American people. The name has become the property of the 
world and is no more a local matter than the name of the Antics 
of South America or the Himalaya of India. Think of the chaos 
in geography, history, and science that would result if new names 
were given to the world's most prominent landmarks. 

The records of science in the field of geology and in studies of 
glaciers, mammals, birds, reptiles, insects, forests, and humbler plants 
contain thousands of references to Mount Rainier, and our museums 
include thousands of specimens whose labels bear the name. And 
such records and specimens are by no means confined to our own 
country, for they are to be found also in the literature and the 

• See " Vo.\aee of Ulncorrry to the North Pacific Ocean." Or Cant, (leorge Vancouver. 
TOl. 1, pp. 393 , IKiO, 2GS. lxt ed., London, 1708. Also French edition, vol. 1, p. ^77. 
Parts, 1700. Name " Mount Rainier " in text and on char t s In a l i a s of hoth KnirllHh and 
French editions. 

10.114- -24 
1 



2 REPORT OX T H E N A M E OP MOO X T RAINIER 

museums of most of the countries of Europe. Imagine the confusion 
a change in the name of the mountain would cause after (he present 
controversy has lieen forgotten ! 

THE DEMAND FOR CI1ANOK OK N A M E 

Beginning with the year 188:1 and continuing to the present day, 
a majority of the people of Tacoina have been striving to bring about 
a change in the name of the great mountain, wishing to replace the 
old-established name "Rainier" by that of their own city. At first 
the movement lacked impetus, but in the course of a few years it 
became general and an association was formed for the specific pur
pose of financing and directing an active, aggressive campaign. By 
means of personal appeal, newspaper and magazine nrticles, and 
public lectures all parts of the United States were reached, uud 
many people were led to believe that the proposed change should be 
made. Furthermore, during the past 34 years the people of Tacoma 
have sent three delegations to Washington (in 181)0, 1017, and again 
in 1921) in the hope of influencing the United States Geographic 
Board to make the change. Having failed, they arc now appealing to 
Congress. 

Advocates of the name "Tacoina" are continually calling atten
tion to the number of patriotic and other organizations favoring the 
mime "Tacoma." But no mention is made of the insidious way in 
which these organizations have lieen misled to believe that " Tacoina " 
is the alsiriginal distinctive name of the mountain.1 

ARGUMENTS I N KAVOIt OF TACOMA 

Examination of the evidence presented at the hearings in favor 
of the name "Tacoma." together with a careful reading of many 
published articles on the subject brings out the fact that only two 
arguments have been brought forward by supporters of the change. 
These are: 

(1) That "Tacoina" is the al«>rigiiial Indian name of the Moun
tain: 

(2) That the man Peter Rainier for whom the mountain was 
named was an enemy to our country. 

T H E FACTS IN THE CASE 

111 reply to these statements the United States Geographic Board 
presents the following: 

1. The Xante " Toronm'\—Names more or less similar to "Ta
coma "—as " Takoha," " Tak-ho-ma," " Ta-gho-ma," " Takqb," ;• Tab-
ko-bed." "Tnhch-ho-bet." "Dacobed," and others—were applied by 
the tribes of the region to all lofty snow-elad peaks from Mount 

-'Some i.f On- .i ji]..-;.Is. while iiiUlmitiUK lire ixiuched 111 drgiilflid liuijiuilee ; others eiin-
Inidlci ime another and iiliouml In false information, and u few—iiotuMy .1 MIUIU luimulilet 
hy S. II. .MeKoM-n entitled " Tile Violence Hone by IVrnetnntlna the Kami 'Mount 
Rainier. '• 11 second edition of wliirli waa iemed In Tni-omn early In the |ire>ent yi-nr— 
pre not onl.i iiniriitliful t,m senrrlton*. 
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linker on the British Columbia boundary south to Mount Hood in 
Oregon.3 

Years ago Dr. George Otis Smith, Director of the United States 
Geological Survey, called attention to the fact that un old inter
national boundary map on file in the Department of State shows the 
name " Ta-ho-ma " on Mount linker close to the boundary between 
British Columbia and Washington. And the same name (or one 
of its variants) has lieen applied by the native Indians not only 
to Mounts linker and Rainier, but also to Mount Adams. Mount 
St. Helens, Mount Hood, and other high peaks—each trihe calling 
the snow mountain in its neighborhood by the name which in its 
language means " the white mountain." 

Senator Dill in his report to the Senate (Kept. No. 268, Calen
dar No. 283, 58th Cong.. 1st sees.) repeated a published statement 
that the name " T a r o m a " "means the mountain that was God." 
Nothing could be further from the truth, the name (in its several 
forms) meaning simply "whi te mountain.' ' 

S. The man Rainier.—Peter Rainier, whom grandfather was a 
French Huguenot, was horn at Sandwich. England, and when a 
lad of about 15 years (in 17">6) entered the British Navy. On May 
26, 176N, he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant, and on May 
'5, 1777. was placed in command of the sloop Oxtrich. On July H 
of the following year, during the Revolutionary War. after a severe
st niggle he captured an American privateer. l ie was severely 
wounded in the breast by a musket hall, but refused to be taken 
below until he bad captured the enemy's vessel, thus proving him
self a brave ami valorous officer, deserving the honors that were 
1 test owed upon him. In 1795 he was made rear admiral and in 
1S<M advanced to the highest rank -Admiral of the Blue. In 
1S07 he was elected to Parliament, ami at his death left a tenth of 
his property toward the extinguishment of the national debt.* Is 
not this sufficient answer to the claim that he was " a n obscure 
perron " ( 

I t is charged thai Rainier believed in slavery, and that in the War 
of the Revolution he was an enemy of the United States. Both of 
them charges appear to IH> true. Is it not true also that many of our 
highest officers and other prominent men of the time were slave-

3 Tli<> I inline name* ii|ijilii-<l tn tin- xeveral lofty xnow peak* nf (he LVlHOide Range 
• i'i Ui i i - ' i •. 'olmnhin M>u1h In Or,»gon nitty IN* nrniintnl in Uvn categoric* nccord-

l»t£ In the •! ;iL• • • T ;. iiiTir. iM'i-i In the lanjRUUHn nf the tribe*. Tims in one ecrleo the 
lutl Nyllnhle I,..- the " innh" would while 111 (he other it ha* the HOUIHI nf '* l iet" 
( " p e t " or " b e d " ) , a* KIIOWII In the following li*t* : 

Tncobah. Unrobed. 
Talioim. Tacolutl. 
T'rhoha. Tneobet. 
T'rhakolin. Tn-bo-tiet. 
Titeh ho-uia. Tnh -bo-bet. 
i Ui • ho null. Tati-knlied. 

Tiielikniuu. Ta-kn-hid. 
Tii-tthn-ma. Tnb-knh -bud. 
Tali hull in Ui Tacob. 
T'komit. T'lioin.'. 
Tak-ho-uui. 

(The upclUng* here given are thorn- of the vnrioiu author*. There ure one or two 
other*—.n- " Tn-koman " or " Tnk-bo-mnn " which ore not well allocated.) 

' K. K. Meauy. " Vancouver'* DUcoTery of Paget Sound." pp. IOO-10I. The Mncinilliiti 
Co., London nttd New Vork. 101.1. 



4 REPORT ON THE NAME OF MOUNT RAINIER 

holders I And is it a fair charge against Rainier that in the service 
of his country lie proved a brave and patriotic officers* 

HISTORY OF THE USE OF THE WORD "TACOMA" 

So far as known to us the earliest written use of the name 
"Tahoma," "Tah-ko-bed," or any related word, irrespective of spell
ing, was its appearance, already referred to, on an old unpublished 
map showing the location of the international boundary between 
British Columbia and the State of Washington. The date of this 
map has not been ascertained, but it antedates most of the settle
ment of the region. It was discovered in the State Department and 
photographs were furnished to Dr. George Otis Smith, Director of 
the United States Geological Survey, who in 11*01 was in charge of 
the investigation of the northwestern boundary of the United States. 
In examining the map Doctor Smith was surprised to find the In
dian name "Ta-ho-ma" on Mount Baker in addition to its English 
name. 

The next written use of the name and the first in the form 
"Taconia" was in 1863 in a book by Theodore Winthrop, entitled 
"Canoe and Saddle." Winthrop stated that it was a generic term 
applied to Mount Rainier and also "to all snow peaks." 

In 1800, three years after its publication by Winthrop, the name 
was adopted as the title of a Good Templar lodge at Olympia, and 
two yean later was given the embryo town since known as Tacoma, 
which had been entered on the original survey as " Commencement 
City." 

In 1876 Gen. Hazard Stevens stated in an article in the Atlantic 
Monthly that "'Tak-homa' or ' Tuhoma' among the Yakinms. 
Klickitats, Puyallups, Nisqunllys, and allied tribes of Indians is the 
generic term for (snow] mountain.*' 

The movement to change the name of Mount Rainier originated, 
as everybody knows, in the city of Taconia, and in the year 1883. 
In that year the officials of the Northern Pacific Railroad announced 
that in their guide hooks and other publications the name "Mount 
Tacoma " would IK- used in place of " Mount Rainier." During the 
ensuing year the new name was generally adopted by the people of 
Taconia." In fact, the enthusiasm over it was so marked that the 
people proposed its adoption in place of " Washington " as the name 
of their State, then about to be admitted into the Union. 

In 1889 a Tacoma lawyer and historian, Ellwood Evans, in his 
" Hishtory of the Pacific Northwest," made the statement that " the 
railroad company renamed the mountain after the city." And in 
1893 C. G. Brewerton, in his " History of Washington, tlie Evergreen 
State," explained that tlie name *" Rainier " " was generally accepted 
by early settlers up to the time of the completion of the Northern 
Pacific to Tacoma; then, renaming the mountain after the city, the 

•'• The matii iouxl v false rbarex* that be " ravaired our coasts, taunt our towns." ami so 
on, la on a par with the accusation that the I". S. tienfraphic Itourd rendered it* Ural 
decision for the iierpctuatton "f "H- established name a> a return fur a carload of Rainier 
beer, the •loon..-, fact being- that the date of the decixlon (I8!H>) wax fnur years previous 
to the lirxt npiH-arauce of tun beverage In question. And 1t may toil be amiss to add that 
among the eminent men against whom tliix xlander ix directed were Henry Hairnet t. 
then chief cvoernpher of the Heoloeleal Survey ; Marcilx Ituker. of the H.'olojrk-.il nml 
Coast Surveys: Thomas Mendcnball, then bend of the Coaxt and Oemlelic Rut v. •>• : and 
Richardson Clover, then Chief Uydrographer of the Nary, later nduilrnl. All arc now 
dead. 
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company called it Mount Tacoma." But later, even the Northern 
Pacific Railroad abandoned its claim, announcing frankly: "We 
have carried this farce as far as we are going to for advertising pur-
jxises. The name has l>een officially declared to lie * Rainier,' and that 
is what we shall call it." 

When Senator Dill presented his report from the Committee on 
Public Lands, recommending the passage of the joint resolution to 
change the name of the mountain, he was asked if such change was 
desired by the people of the State of Washington. In reply he said 
that the Legislature of Washington had requested that the name lie 
changed. 

The action of the legislature referred to was a resolution adopted 
in the early spring of 1917, concerning which a few words of ex
planation seem proper. William Bishop, for 10 years a member of 
the Washington Slate Legislature, and serving at the time of the 
passage of the resolution, stated plainly: "The real sentiment of 
both houses was opposed to the passage of the memorial asking for 
the change of name * * * its passage was secured through the 
powerful influence of the speaker of the house, who was from 
Tacoma, and the president of the senate, who was from Tacoma. 
Tlieir influence, through the chairmen of the various committees 
whom they had appointed, absolutely controlled." And it may be 
added that the then governor of the State Was likewise a resident of 
Tacoma and had lieen for many years. 

In addition to the fact that lioth the president of the senate and 
the speaker of the house and also the governor were from Tacoma, 
a Tacoma lobbyist (S. W. Wall) after visiting many of the mem
bers of the legislature at their homes, went to the capitol and re
mained during a considerable part of the session, working for the 
resolution, which after being once defeated was finally passed. 

One of the leading newspapers of the West, the Seattle Post-In
telligencer, under date of April 21, 1917, said in a leading editorial: 
" It is of course possible to decree that henceforth the name of the 
mountain shall lie ' Mount Tacoma,' or ' Mount Somethingelse.' But 
no decree can make people use the name. It will still be ' Mount 
Rainier' in speech and in the written word." The same is true to-day. 

THE SPECIFIC NAME OF MOUNT RAINIER 

Each of the several tribes of Indians living in the adjacent region 
bus a definite specific name for the great mountain. This, according 
to the dialect of the tribe speaking, is " P'sk-houks " (usually written 
" Puskehouse"). " Tu-nh-ku," or "Tiswauk" (otherwise written 
"Chis-wauk," " Stiqunk." and "Twahwauk"). These are distinc
tive names, applied to Rainier and no other mountain. And still the 
people of Tacoma ask for " the restoration of the original and 
rightful name of the mountain! " But this is exactly what they do 
not want; they want the name of their city. 

PROPORTIONATE OCCURRENCE O F TITF. NAMES " RAINIER " AND " T A C O M A " 
IN PRINTED WORKS 

An examination of the literature relating to tho northwest coast 
region in general and to the State of Washington in particular, was 
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made several years ago under the direction of the United States 
(ideographic Hoard, for the purpose of ascertaining the relative 
frequency of occurrence of the names " Mount Rainier " and " Mount 
Tacoma "in histories, guides, books on travel and exploration, scien
tific publications, and magazine articles: and also in the standard 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, gazetteers, and atlases of the world. 
This inquiry developed the following facts: 

(1) Apart from documents and folders treating of or emanating 
from the city of Tacoma more than 90 jier cent use the name "Mount 
Rainier" exclusively. 

(2) In the bibliography of Washington Geology and Geography, 
published by the .State of Washington in 1913. 47 publications on 
Mount Rainier are enumerated, 40 of which use the name " Rainier." 
and 1 the name " Tacoma." 

(3) In the publications of the western societies of mountain climb
ers—the Sierra Club of California, the Mazamas of Oregon, the 
Mountaineers of Washington—and in the official Government pub
lications relating to Mount Rainier National Park, the name " Mount 
Rainier" is used exclusively. 

(4) Of 10 standard dictionaries, encyclopedias .and gazetteers con
sulted 1 gives preference to "Tacoma''; all others give "Rainier" 
either exclusively or followed by the word "Tacoma" in paren
theses. 

("») Of 13 standard atlases of recent date, 9 use the name "Mount 
Rainier " exclusively, while 4 give " Rainier " followed by " Tacoma " 
in parentheses. Not one gives preference to "Tacoma."* 

(6) Of 17 foreign atlases consulted in the Library of Congress, all 
without exception use the name " Mount Rainier."7 

To the foregoing list of titles the following should l>e added: 

OAxrrnoats 

Rainier uder Tachoma.—Hitter's "Gcograpfit»ch-titotMi*chcM Lerikon," atti 
edition. Vienna, 15)10. 

Rainier (Rattier, Tacoma. or Tachoma), Mount.—"Lonpman'* Uazettecr of 
the World," Ixradon. 1020. 

Rainier (or Taeoma), Ifoiint,—Lippiut-otl'M "Uazettecr of the World," Phila-
dolphin, 1022. 

ATt.\8KS 

Iff. Itninier.—The "Time* Alia* and Gazetteer of the World," London. 1022. 
Iff. Rainier.—"Attn* Vnircrxcl de Geographie." Turin 1923. 
17. Rainier.—"Grande Minute Geografieo" i Itnriittu-Visintiu). Novara, 1022. 
Iff. Rainier.—Andree'n "Allpemeinc Handatlax." 8th edition, Leipzig, 15122. 

•Those using "Mount Ititfnit-r"* cxrlu.»ively tin-: Stanford's Is.ndon Atlaa of Universal 
IMI.JT.II.IIV. Il)i)4: Sticb-rs Ilnnd-Atlas. Gotlia, ]:m5: Andn-e'a llandatlas, I..i |o.!j. 1881 
a ad 1007: Bund M.-N.-.Ily Ciumerrlat Atlaa of America. 11)17: Atlas of World Com-
merre, Edinburgh Grog. Inst.. 1007: Velliugen & Klaidng* Klriner llinolnllas. 1917: 
IH-IH-H, N.-uer Mandolin*. Ix-ipzlg. P H I : Schroder. Allna de Geographic Moderne. 1!.!>: 
Petri k Hhokalaky Knaalan Atlaa. 191:!. 

Those using "Mount Koinler " DM. followed 111 " .Mount 'In.1.1.1:1 " In p11UT.1luo.rx are 
Century Atlas, 11)14: .'nun's Atlas of tin- World, lull'.: Ilamtiioiid** Stuudnnl Atlaa of 
tin- World. DIM and 1917: Wulkrr'a New International Atlaa, HUM. 

• Fifteen of l is*.' are in foreign language*. :.* follow*: German : Slelb-r*. Hand-Atlas. 
Gotlia, I"... 1.. : Andr.-e'* lliii.diitiii*, 1-. i> izls. 1881 uii.l 1007: In!**. X. nor Hamilton*. 
Is-lpslg. 1914; VelhageU k Klaalng* Kleiner Itandatln*. Leipzig. 1917. Frrnrh : Schrarter. 
Attn* de Geogrui.hle Moderne. Purls, lBIfi; Atlas l-ar....-.-•. lllustre. Paris 11Slrli 1. 
Italian : Horghl. It. Atlante general, FTrrnse, 1819; Zernlo. Klin* All . - GeogrnAro Uni
versal. Pari*. 10OI ; lvmir*i, G. Atlante xeoln.xtim |>er la GeograAa. U.uita. 1WJ4. Span-
ixli: I'ei-tuhiiio de la Ainerl.-a SetentHonal. Madrid. 1809: Atlas d<- la* t'ineo Partes 
del Muno, Madrid IP. ' - I. Dutch: Kuyiier. J. Men we atlas der wei-eld. Anistenlim. 
1804. Itrlsluu: Vaiub-imueleu. Atlaa fln!ver*ul. Itnixelle*. IH"7. Ktixxlan: Petri k 
Shokalsky li-arge general table allaal. St. Petersburg. U'i:t. Arjihle (transliterated) : 
Alia* a. 111.-.Iniufi khartat n-sm al-ars, Malta. !>::'• 

http://p11UT.1luo.rx
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OT11K11 ENUUHII NAMES 

It has been pointed out by Dr. George Otis Smith and others that 
no protest from the people of Tncoma has been discovered against 
any of the other names bestowed by Vancouver at the time he named 
Mount Rainier, although several of these—as Puget Sound. Mount 
Baker, Port Orchard, and Whidbey Island—were named for Brit
ish officers on his own ship. Among the additional names given by 
Vancouver in honor of Englishmen are Bellingham Bay, Penn Cove, 
Vashon Island, and Port Townsend. 

And if our sense of patriotism should lead us to cancel English 
place names because we were once at war with England, wouldnot 
the map of the United States look like a skinned cat? And who 
would undertake the task of renaming the hundreds of cities, towns, 
and geographic features thus bereft of their titles from Cambridge 
and Mount Vernon in the East to Bellingham and Puget Sound in 
the West ? 

COST OF CHANGE OK NABtK 

Has the, cost of the proposed change been considered—the cost 
to the Government of reengraving and reprinting the maps and 
official documents on which the name occurs, as published oy the 
United States Geological Survey, the United States Coast and Geo
detic Survey, tlie Wur Department, the Ilydrographic Office of the 
Navy, tlie Forest Service, the Biological Survey, the National Parks 
Service, the General Lund Office of the Department of the Interior, 
the Post Office Department, ami the Department of Agriculture? 
And aside from the exiiensc of changes in Government maps and 
documents, what justification could Be offered for the alterations 
that would lie remiired in the multitude of maps, guide books, his
tories, school readers, and other publications of prominent business 
linns, the aggregate cost of which would reach appalling figures? 

If the present Congress should change the name, is it not extreme
ly probable, owing to the rapidly increasing protests from the 
great majority of citizens of Washington and other States, that 
during the next Congress a counterresolution would be introduced, 
changing it back to " R a i n i e r " ? 

Recapitulating, it appears: 
1. That the name" Tacomn *' in this form is not strictly an Indian 

word of the Northwest, but seems to lie derived from a number of 
more or less similar words used by the Indians of the region as a 
generic term, meaning " white mountain.'* and applied to all snow 
peaks of the Cascade Range from British Columbia to Oregon. I t is 
not, in any of its forms, tbe distinctive name of any mountain. 

2. That Peter Rainier, for whom the mountain was named, instead 
of being " an obscure person," was a valiant officer who attained the 
highest rank in the British Navy. 

3. That the clamor for substituting "Tacoma " for " R a i n i e r " as 
the name of the mountain arose in and is continually fomented by a 
group of citizens of tbe city of Tacoma. 

4. That by means of propaganda emanating from Tacoma and 
carried on over a series of years, consisting of personal argument 
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and correspondence, newspaper and magazine articles, lectures, and 
appeals to patriotic and historical societies and women's clubs, 
hundreds of people have l>eon misled to believe that the change ought 
to be made. 

"». That the agitation begun nnd so persistently carried on by this 
one city—as against (he rest of the world—threatens one of the most 
firmly established names on the face of the earth and if successful 
would deal a death blow to the stability of international geographic 
nomenclature. 

C. H.urr MKKKIAM, Chairman. 
JAR. MCCOUMICK, Secretary. 


